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> FOOLS' CRUSADE
>

> Yugoslavia, NATO and Western Delusions
>

> by Diana Johnstone

>

> Book Excerpt

>

> Cover photo of Fools' Crusade: Smoke over Zvezdara, Belgrade, April

> 1999, by Andrija Ilic

> Diana Johnstone, FOOLS' CRUSADE Yugoslavia, NATO and Western Delusions,
> Monthly Review Press, New York, N.Y, 2002; ISBN 1-58367-084-X. $19.95
paper; 288 pp. This book was simultaneously published in the United Kingdom
by Pluto Press, London, Sept. 2002; ISBN 0745319505. 714.99 paper; 328 pp.
>

> [Ed. note: This excerpt - the full introduction of the book, p. 1-14,

> MRP edition -- is published by permission of the author and publishers. We
> have kept the European punctuation; in addition, we have made use of Java

> Script for the notes so that they appear in a bullet when readers slide

their

> mouse pointer over the note#. Readers who do not have Java enabled in

their

> browser can click on the note# and they will be transferred to the notes

> that are also appended to the bottom of this excerpt.]
>

> Introduction
>

> TURNING POINTS
>

> At the end of November 1999, an important new movement against

> "globalization" emerged in massive protests against the World Trade

> Organization meeting in Seattle. Strangely enough, only months earlier,

> when NATO launched its first aggressive war by bombing Yugoslavia, there

had

>been remarkably little protest. Yet NATO's violent advance into southeast

> Europe was precisely related to the globalization process opposed in

Seattle.

> Few seemed to grasp the connection. Was it really plausible that

> overwhelming military power was being wielded more benevolently than
overwhelming economic power? Or that the two were not in some way promoting
the same interests and the same "world order"?
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=

> f\p’garently, many people on the left, who would normally defend peace and
> Justice, were fooled or confused by the claim that the "Kosovo war" was

> waged for purely humanitarian reasons. The altruistic pretensions of

> NATO's Kosovo war served to gain public acceptance of war as the
gpp;opnate instrument of policy. This opened the way for the United States,
in the

> wake of 11 September 2001, to attack Afghanistan as the opening phase of a
> new, long-term "war against terrorism".

>

> The bombing of Yugoslavia marked a turning point in the expansion of
>U.S. military hegemony. For the first time, a European country was
subjected ) S

> to the type of U.S. intervention usually reserved for Central America. It

> also marked the end of Germany's postwar inhibition about foreign military
> intervention, and saw Germans returning to the scene of Nazi crimes with

> a clear conscience. For the first ime, NATO abandoned its defensive

> posw:uha_tw%;%ﬁe&

> outside the NATO treaty area, and without seeking curi ncil

> authorization.

> Inférnational law was circumvented in the name of an alleged higher

> moral imperative. A precedent was set. When the United States subsequently
> arrogated the right to bomb and invade Afghanistan on moral grounds, its

> NATO allies could only meekly offer to tag along. In a world with no

> more legal barriers to might proclaiming itself right, there was nothing

to

> stop a U.S. president from using military force to crush every conceivable
> BVEINY.

>

> For all its dubious origins, the 1991 Gulf war against Iraq was waged
> against a militarized single-party dictatorship, condemned by the United
> Nations for invading another country. And yet, remarkably, the war
> against Yugoslavia aroused less public protest than the war against Iraq.
(A —
> significant difference was that the war against Yugoslavia was waged by
> the political center-left. The NATO governments were mostly led by
liberals
> and "Third Way" social democrats. The attack on Serbia was endorsed by
> pow@mmmwﬁ
> public to befieve that the United States and its allies no longer made
> war to advance selfish interests, but might be coaxed into using their
> overwhelming military might to protect innocent victims from evil
> dictators.
> This caused considerable confusion in the very segments of public
> opinion that would normally be expected to oppose war. In most Western
> countries, only a few drastically weakened fragments of Jeft-wing
movements and isolated individuals still remembered that humanitarian
intervention,
> far from being the harbinger of a brave new century, was the standard
> pretext for all the Western imperialist conquests of the past. Lhe left
was too
> confused, feeble, or isolated to provide a vigorous challenge to the
> ow the NATO war against Yugoslavia marked a new era in
> global morality. On the contrary, much of the most perfinent challenge™
> came from right-wing analysts, whose minds were kept relatively clear,
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either

> by awareness of traditional realpolitik or by libertarian suspicion of

ﬂfﬁfl_cmr_qm_@,d}-_blﬂt since the Socialist Parties of Europe rallied to
eir e S =

=~ governments' war programs in 1914 has the left opposition to war

> collapsed so ignominiously and with such good conscience.
>

> WAR REHABILITATED
>

> The message that war was once again an acceptable instrument of politics

> was all the more resounding in that it was delivered by center-left

= governments composed of those very political parties - Social Democrats
and Greens which in the 1980s had attained a large measure of ideological
hegemony

> within their generation in both Eastern and Western Europe by holding

> out the promise of a peaceful world. On the eve of the Soviet implosion,

> there was talk of a "peace dividend" in the form of resources that could

> henceforth be diverted from military production to meeting social needs.

=

> With the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989, the big Western peace

> movements of the 1980s seemed to consider that their job was done. Because
the period of superpower stand-off had been called the Cold War, the
expectation was widespread that ending it would bring a new era of peace and
> disarmament.

>

> This turned out to be a brief mirage. A decade after the fall of the

> Berlin Wall, U.S. military spending again resumed its upward spiral, "Star
> Wars" was back on the agenda, Washington was pressuring its allies to
spend

> more on armaments, NATO was expanding eastwards, and the United States was
using military diplomacy to gain influence across the southernmost tier of

the

> former Soviet Union.

>

> Recently rewarded with a peerage and the post of NATO Secretary General
> for his incomparable performance as British defense secretary during the

> Kosovg_cg_r;ﬂici,, former Labour Party disarmament advocate George Robertson
> declared on 2 December 1999: "The time for a peace dividend is over
because there is no permanent peace in Europe or elsewhere." This acceptance
of war was

> couched in moral terms; war was not only inevitable, it was good. NATO

> had taken it upon itself to overrule the postwar international Tegal order

> set up around the United Nations and decree unilaterally that war was po

> |onger the scourge of mankind, the worst of all "humanitarian
catastrophes”,

> but rather, when employed by enlightened Western powers, the proper means
o

> protect "human rights" and punish the wicked. The last war of the

> twentieth century was a promise of more war in the century to come. That
promise was fulfilled with a vengeance with the attack on Afghanistan and
President Bush's vow to pursue war against "evil", with no end in sight.

>

> "During the Cold War, we would not have gotten ourselves involved in a
> dispute like the one in Kosovo", one commentator observed.(2) "In the
> days when the Soviet Union contained us, power realities would have kept
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the

> : : . :

upU.S‘ from interfering. It is because we are now free to indulge in backing
> our idgals and sympathies with cruise missiles that we are there." In

> choosing to get involved, without any obligation to do so, and in
disregard of

> the UN Charter and international law, "the United States is not serving
any

> partic:l_llar interest of its own. It is acting out of altruism. This is a

> new kmd‘ of approach to the use of power in world politics. It was called
> for by a line of U.S. presidents, from Wilson to Bush to Clinton, who
consider

> this to be a new era in world politics, in which the rules have changed."

>

> In Kosovo, wrote a mainstream American columnist, the United States and
> its allies "intervened without UN authorization, in violation of Serbian

> sovereignty and probably of international law". But this was nothing to

> be "hung up" about, since "Sometimes the only way to stop bad men from
> doing bad things is with force. Lawyers won't get the job done."
Washington

> Post/International Herald Tribune, 20 June 2000.(3) The scenario is

> straight out of a classic Western movie: "bad men" must be stopped from
doing

> "bad things", presumably by "good men" — and women, of course. A "new era
in world politics"? Or the same old story?

=

> THE HUMANITARIAN ILLUSION
> :
> For years, a chorus of non-governmental organizations and commentators
> reproached the United Nations, Europe, and the U.S. government for
> failing to take action, which came to be understood as military action. As
a
> result, NATO intervention appeared to be a response to public demand.
NATO's 1999 war was presented to the public as a happy ending to the serial
drafna of Yugoslavia as recounted by the media throughout the previous
decade.
> Many significant factors were systematically ignored. Other elements,
> sometimes distorted and sometimes simply untrue, were constantly repeated.
The result was a collective fiction told and retold, written and rewntten,
by very B
> many people, including reporters under pressure to meet deadlines,
> editors further simplifying the story for readers assumed to be both
ignorant
> and impatient, paid propagandists and public relations officers,
> pontificating commentators, prejudiced editonalists, ambitious
politicians, outright liars -- as well as by talented opportunists and
conformists sensitive
> to the direction the wind was blowing and the buttered side of the bread.
> Endlessly repeated, this collective fiction has become a formidable myth
> perpetuated by the powerful institutions and individuals whose own
> credibility is at stake in its maintenance. The fictional saga of
> Yugoslavia in the 1990s goes something like this:
S = i)
> "Yugoslavia was a "prison of peoples" where the Serbs oppressed all the
> others. It was destroyed by the rise of an evil leader, Slobodan

—
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" T\ﬂllgsevic, who set out to create a "Greater Serbia" by eliminating other
PEoples in a process called "ethnic cleansing™. Those other peoples sought
to escape, —-

> IJY__CT_ﬁatlI.lg their own independent states. The Yugoslav army, actually
> Serbian, invaded them. In Bosnia, the invading Serbs tried to drive out

the
-‘—’S N{)uslims, who wanted to perpetuate an exemplary multi-ethnic society. The
er

> ethnic cleansing killed 200,000 unarmed Muslims while the international
> community looked on and even prevented the Muslims from arming in
self-defense_At Srebrenica, the United Nations allowed the Serbs to commit
genocide.

>Only U.S. bombing forced Milosevic to come to the negotiating table at

> _[l??_/_tgn.

> The resulting agreement brought peace and democracy to multi-ethnic

> Bosnia. T

> However, the international community had failed to save the Albanian

> majority in Kosovo from apartheid. In 1998 Madeleine Albright warned

> that NATO must intervene to keep Milosevic from "doing in Kosovo what he
> could no longer get away with in Bosnia" Washington Post, 18 April 1999,

> A1).(4) In January 1999 Serbian security forces massacred defenseless
civilians

> in the Kosovo village of Racak, awakening the NATO governments to the need
> to act to stop genocide. After the turning point of Racak, the Serbs were

> summoned to peace negotiations in Rambouillet, in France. Milosevic

> stubbornly refused to negotiate. NATO had no choice but to start bombing

> Yugoslavia. Masses of Albanians were deliberately driven out according

> to a preconceived plan called "Operation Horseshoe". Finally, Milosevic

gave

>Tn, and NATO liberated the Kosovars from their oppressors. Conclusion:

from

>now on, humanitarian intervention constitutes a principal mission for

NATO, S
> as the military arm of an international community henceforth committed to
> protection of human rights. Almost everything about this tale is false.

> Unfortunately, disproving falsehoods, especially established falsehoods,
> is a hard task. W n repeated over and over becomes "obviously

> true’.

> Very many facts challenging the dominant myth have been reported by news
> agencies. But such reports are not the ones that major mainstream media

> highlight. They mostly end up in the wastebaskets of editorial rooms or

> deleted from computer screens. 1hose who have believed and helped spread
> such belief by public advocacy cannot easily reverse themselves. The

> collective fiction creates its own collective defense. Once the Yugoslav

> imbroglio was dramatized as a new version of the Nazi Holocaust, any

> effort to return to reality was stigmatized as the equivalent of

"Holocaust

> denial", and critics were dismissed as "revisionists" and

> "negationists", comparable to apologists for Nazi crimes."

>

> GLOBALIZATION AS U.S. HEGEMONY

>

> The economic and institutional factors that animated the Cold War in the
>
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i gg:”:zil St?ftes r;;named as vigorous as ever after the collapse of the
> nion. More so, in fact. The military-industrial complex was intact
> triumphant, It no longer had to counter domestic fears that an arms race
> could lead to war with the other nuclear superpower. While one

> superpower, exhausted, dropped out of the arms race, the other looked
ahead to unlimited opportunities. In the words of Madeleine Albright,
"Whats The poinf of

> having this superb military ... if we can't use it?" My American

> Journey, Random House, New York, 1995, p. 576.(5) The use of military
power had to be justified, however. There was to be no "conversion" of
milifary industry to production of civilian goods. The only conversion was
ideological: the T

> identification of new enemies and threats.

=

> With the Soviet communist challenge to the capitalist system lying in

> ruins, U.S. leaders had no reason to accept the sort of "historic
compromise"

> with socialism apparently imagined by the discarded transition leader
Mikhail

> Gorbachev and various European social democrats. Soviet-style political
> command of the economy had been discredited by incompetence, corruption,
> and the absence of democratic control or even availability of accurate

> information. The former Soviet Bloc countries became "transition"

> countries, as they scrambled to learn how to play the liberal capitalist
game. A

> minority of well-placed individuals made fortunes. Millions of people in
> the former Soviet Bloc lost their jobs as well as security as basic social

> services disintegrated. Hindustan Times, 26 October 2000.(6)

>

> The elimination of the Soviet system was seen as the triumph of a single
> dominant model of social, political, and economic organization, imposed
> by the United States. The uncontested hegemony of the U.S. model is the
> meaning of "globalization" as it is being carried out by Western
transnational

> corporations, supported by "this superb military".

>

> Globalization has meant worldwide empowerment of the transnational

> private sphere, dominated by ever more powerful corporations, financial
> institutions, and wealthy individuals. (7) The function of government is
> reduced to creating conditions favorable to private investment. This is

> accomplished by deregulation, privatization of public service, and

> cutbacks in public spending for social welfare. Every activity must offer
> prospects for competitive return on investment capital or be abandoned.
Throughout the world, government policies are judged, approved, or condemned
decisively not by their populations but by "the markets", meaning the
financial

> markets, movements of investment capital outside all political control.
Foreign

> investors rather than domestic voters decide policy.

>

> As the ability of nation-states to protect the interests of their

> citizens

> declines, the importance of citizenship diminishes in turn. The
> democratic process is unable to provide citizens with the protection they
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zrefonn}st government of Mohammed Mossadegh in Iran in 1953. Control of
ot:[he fruit plantations was the reason why the CIA engineered the overthrow

> the reformist government of Guatemala in 1954. The communist threat was an
> all-purpose ideological excuse.

>

> ].in Vietnam, the United States failed in its most ambitious project; to

- impose a Western-style, Catholic-led satellite regime on the territory

> of an Asian nation whose population was already fully mobilized to
liberate

> itself from a century of colonial oppression. The project failed
ignominiously.

>

> Nevertheless, the destruction wrought by bombs, napalm, and chemical
> defoliants, followed by economic sanctions and a cynical alliance with
> China, prevented Vietnam from emerging as an attractive alternative

> model of development. After the semi-failure in Vietnam, a shift took

place,
> toward a mixture of edifying rhetoric and destructive action. The great
lesson of

> Vietnam drawn by American strategists was that it was easier to arm a
> guerrilla movement than to combat one, and easier to destroy an
> ur}%@gﬁtﬂy state than to build a friendly one. Nation-building was

aban in
> favor of destruction pure and simple. The following period was marked by
the

> use of eve ible means to sabotage undesirable regimes: criminal

> mercenaries, drug traffickers, obscurantist religious fanatics. Jonas

> Savimbi in Angola, the Contras in Nicaragua, death squads throughout

> 1 atin America, even Pol Pot after his defeat by the Vietnamese benefited

from
> more or less covert aid from the CIA, while American diplomats preached
the

> gospel of human rights to the world, The chef d'ouvre of that policy of
> déstruction was undoubtedly the use of Islamic mujahidins in Afghanistan
> to entrap the Soviet Union - the declared goal of Jimmy Carter's openly
> cynical advisor, Zbigniew Brzezinski. The Great Chessboard: American
> Primacy and its Geostrategic Imperatives, Basic Books, New York, 1997.(3)
S
> Gorbachev was already in power and seeking an historic compromise with
> the West and a way out of Afghanistan when the United States dramatically
> reinforced the mujahidin in 1986 by supplying them with Stinger missiles
> able to shoot down Soviet planes. The only U.S. aim was to humiliate the
> Soviets as much as possible, afterwards abandoning Afghanistan to chaos
> and misery, and at the mercy of obscurantist tribal warlords.
>
> Between Democratic and Republican administrations there is no
> fundamental difference, even though the Democrats often prefer to stress
positive and ambitious goals such as "nation-building" and "human rights".
> Republicans tend to stress national interests and threats from enemies:
communists, the Evil Empire and, starting with Reagan, the "war against
terrorism".
> Presidents come and go but the continuity of U.S. policy is ensured by a
> small elite of policy-makers who remain outside party politics -- and
> often outside public view. An influential member of this foreign policy
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need to

> eamn a decent living, stay healthy, and educate their children. In
> compensation, group identities of all kinds offer the prospect of mutual
33_51]:"31103: protection, or at least solace to populations struggling to cope
wit
> changes beyond their control. People turn to identity groups --
> national, religious, "ethnic", etc. - for protection. It is surely not by
chance
> that in the post-communist era one of the most successful forms of
> socioeconomic organization has been the cross-border Mafia, based on
national or ethnic loyalty.
=
> Meanwhile, regulatory functions are transferred to a new international
> bureaucracy, totally outside any democratic process. Globalization is
> advanced institutionally by such bodies as the International Monetary
> Fund and the World Trade Organization, which set the rules and arbitrate
> between the dominant economic powers. These institutions severely limit
the
> power of governments to protect public interests, whether citizens'
welfare or
> the environment, from the demands of private business. The stalled
> "Multilateral Agreement on Investment" (MAI) would go even further in
shifting vital political decision-making power to the private sector, acting
in
> obscure, non-elected bureaucratic tribunals,
>
> CONVERSION OF THE THREAT
>
> In a mono-polar world, a "threat" is anything that might weaken the
> hegemony of the single superpower. Under President George W. Bush, this
has been made explicit. However, the main thrust of U.S. foreign policy has
been
> essentially the same for over half a century. The gist is that the
> liberal capitalist model favored by the United States is the only
permissible
> model for future development. Large parts of the world may lag far behind,
but
> there must be no viable attractive alternative, Chaos is preferable to
> the wrong kind of order. Elimination of any viable alternative model of
> economic development is the essence of "globalization", just as it was the
proe
> motive for the protracted war against communism. Communism was only one
> form of the basic, intolerable alternative: a government of a sovereign
state
> determined to control its own resources and markets. The existence of
> the communist "threat" was an ideological asset to the United States,
which
> could use certain aspects of the Soviet system, notably its harsh
> repression of political dissent, as the justification for its own
intervention,
> even in places such as Central America where U.S. intervention was already
the
> rule before communism existed. Control of oil resources, not "communism",
was
> the reason why the CIA engineered the military overthrow of the bourgeois
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; gStabhshment 1s Morton Abramowitz, whose career has involved him with
oth the Afghan mujahidin and Kosovo Albanian rebels. In 1986, as

assistant

> secretary of: state for intelligence and research in the Reagan

> ad_m1lnistration, Abramowitz helped arrange delivery of the Stinger

> missiles.

> The collapse of the Soviet Union obliged U.S. policy-makers to redefine

> the "threat" justifying foreign intervention. The "war on terrorism",

>fla}:mched by President Reagan in the early 1980s, was suffering by the end

of the

> decade from a dearth of active terrorists. As president of the Carnegie

> Endowment for International Peace in the early 1990s, Abramowitz headed

> a project to develop a new U.S. foreign policy for the post-Cold War era.

> The American Spectator, June 1999. Roberts, a writer and television

> producer, was asked in February 1992 to design a publicity campaign to

gain public support for the Carnegie Endowment\s commission. In this

connection he

> was invited to attend closed-door meetings of the commission, which

> organized its work to influence the next Democratic president, whoever he

might

> be.(9)

> Rather than simply identifying "threats", especially at a time when few

> threats could be seen, a successful new policy needed to combine

> promotion of U.S. interests with proclamation of American "ideals".

>

>"American ideals and self-interest merge when the United States supports

> the spread of democracy around the globe -- or what we prefer to call

> 'limited' constitutional democracy, meaning rule by a government that has

been

> legitimized by free elections", was the conclusion of the Camegie

> experts, summed up in the Endowment's 1992 publication Self-Determination

in the New World Order. "The vision of a 'new world order' since 1990 has

been a

> world with one superpower -- the United States -- in which the rule of law

> supplants the rule of the jungle, disputes are settled peacefully,
> aggression is firmly met by collective resistance, and all people are
> justly> treated." This future "rule of law" is not to be confused with

existing

> ifiternational law. Rather, it will be developed under U.S. influence.
> "International law — as it always has done -- will respond and adjust
> to the behavior of nations and the actions of multilateral institutions."
>(10)

> A major feature of this "new world order" will be the weakening, even
> the destruction, of national sovereignty, the basis of existing
> infernational law. The sovereignty of the single superpower cannot be
seriously
> challenged, but for other nations, the concept may be outdated.
>
> The sovereign nation is being broken down subtly by the pressures of
> economic globalization. It may also be undermined from within, by
> domestic insurgencies. In the post-Cold War world, the Camegie Endowment
study noted, "groups within states are staking claims to independence,
greater
> autonomy, or the overthrow of an existing government, all in the name of
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> self~'deterrnination". In regard to these conflicts, "American interests

> and ideals compel a more active role.” This may go so far as military

> Intervention when self-determination claims or internal repression of

> such claims lead to "humanitarian calamities". (11) In the future, the

> authors announced in 1992, "humanitarian interventions will become
increasingly —

> unavoldable". The United States will have the final word as to when and
> how to intervene. "The United States should seek to build a consensus
within
> regional and international organizations for its position, but should

> not sacrifice its own judgment and principles if such a consensus fails to
> materialize.”
> T

> This text is significant because it expressed the vision of precisely

> the people who later led the United States and NATO into the Kosovo war.
The selected experts included Richard Holbrooke and Madeleine Albright,

> among others, who were to become senior officials in the Clinton

> administration.

> One of the two co-authors of Self-Determination in the New World Order,
> David Scheffer, became Albright's special ambassador for war crimes

> issues.

> The other, Morton Halperin, served as the State Department policy

> planning director, offering advice on war with Serbia. Another participant
in the

> Carnegie project, Leon Fuerth, former Vice President Al Gore's foreign

> policy expert, was put in charge of administering sanctions against

> Serbia.

>

> Abramowitz continued to act from behind the scenes as an eminence grise
> for Albright. He helped found the high-level International Crisis Group, a
> chief policy designer for Bosnia and Kosovo. He was omnipresent behind the
> scenes of the Kosovo drama, both in making policy and in shaping elite

> business, government, and media opinion. He acted as an advisor to the
Kosovo

> Albanian delegation at the Rambouillet talks, whose programmed breakdown
provided the pretext for NATO bombing.

>

> The same group of advisors that theorized military intervention for

> "humanitarian" reasons went on to make it happen. Events in Kosovo were
> influenced and interpreted to fit the pattern of a "humanitarian

> calamity"

> requiring U.S. military intervention. Perhaps this was sincere, in line
>with

> the psychological tendency to see, in an obscure field of vision,

> whatever one expects to see. One way or another, the prophets fulfilled
their own prophecy.

>

> The relationship between Afghanistan in 1979 and Kosovo in 1999 is

> uncanny.

> In both cases, out in front there was the discourse on human rights, and

> in the background, drug traffickers, retrograde clan warlords, and even

> Osama bin Laden. It is noteworthy that until the 11 September attacks, the
> United States had consistently chosen to ally with the most obscurantist
> fundamentalist Islamic fanatics, whose center is Saudi Arabia, against
> nationalist secular governments. Islamic fundamentalism is compatible
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Z ‘{’;’“h US. globalization in that it cares nothing for national boundaries

n

> does not threaten to establish national governments that can serve as a

> progressive model of alternative development. The plight of Afghan women
-‘>hwas of no concern to the Western champions of "human rights" so long as
e s LEIn champlons ol

> enemy was the Soviet Union, whose support of the education of girls and

> women incurred the murderous wrath of the U.S.-backed "freedom
> ﬁg'E'f__tgrs".
>

> Osama bin Laden belongs to the same category of enemies as the former
> Pangma strongman Manuel Noriega: discarded assets. After being used to
serve

> U.S. aims, they tumed out to have aims of their own. But a superpower can
> use almost everything. The war against discarded assets provides an
> opportunity to strike moral poses against the crimes formerly tolerated or

> encouraged by the United States in its fight against the other category of
enemies: potential alternatives.

>In a way_Yugoslavia became an enemy both as a discarded asset and as a
> potential alternative. When the Soviet Bloc collapsed, non-aligned

> Yugoslavia lost its value to the West as a strategic asset. As a

> nominally socialist country with considerable Third World relationships
thanks to

> ifs leading role in the Non-Aligned Movement, Yugoslavia could be seen as
" ]

> potential alternative model. If the country held together, it might

> stand in the way of Western plans for the region. Perhaps the potential
Yugoslay

-"_-- - - . . . -
> "threat" was an illusion. But its disintegration settled the matter, and

> destroying the country provided a usetul exercise for future operations.

>

>HUMANITARIAN MISSIONARIES

=

> The United States had intervened aggressively abroad before there was a
> "communist threat” and would continue to do so afterwards. Both

> imperialism and anti-imperialism existed over a cenfury ago, before there
were any communist parties. But in the 1990s, much of what remained of the
left

>Thad forgotten the critique of imperialism, abandoned all critical scrutiny
> of geostrategic realpolitik, and focused on moral and ideological issugs

> related to "identity politics". No Logo, Flamingo, London, 2000, pp.
>121-4.(12) With no clear economic policy of their own, left-wing parties
> were reduced to providing the "human face" for neoliberalism. This took
> the form of receptiveness to cultural diversity and opposition to racism.
In

> Western Europe, a Eurocentric campaign celebrating "human rights" was
> used to discredit "Third Worldism". The adversary was no longer social
> injustice caused by unchecked economic power, but evil caused by bad
people who adopted wrong ideas. The catch was that this approach, applied to
> foreign countries, can all too easily be used to justify intervention,
leading

> back to imperialism at its most aggressive.

>

> The exclusive focus on moral and humanitarian issues, with an emphasis
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> on victims, was fostered by a certain privatization of progressive
activism
> during the last quarter of the twentieth century. As political parties
> and mass movements declined, single-issue movements grew. These in turn
> engendered non-governmental organizations (NGOs) taking the form of
t>hsme_1__ﬂ_ (or in some cases large) businesses using advertising to "sell"
eir
> good works to donors, whether private or public. The requirements of
> fund-raising favor consensual causes with immediate emotional appeal.
Moreover, while NGOs may benefit from the aura of relative innocence related
to being "non-governmental", all of them are by no means strictly
> "non-governmental”,
> Many depend on contracts from governments. Some ostensible "NGOs" are
> set up by governments to intervene in the political affairs of other
countries.
>
> An important example is the National Endowment for Democracy. Created in
> 1983 by the Reagan administration, the NED receives an annual tax-exempt
> appropriation from the Congress, and funds citizens of foreign nations
> working to make their countries more "democratic" according to American
> "free market" standards. In Yugoslavia, the NED generously funded
> Albanian separatists in Kosovo and the anti-Milosevic opposition in
Serbia. Human Rights Watch, closely linked to U.S. policy-making, repeatedly
launched o
>Tinflammatory and unsubstantiated accusations against the Yugoslav
> government. Internationally active humanitarian NGOs were in the
> forefront of the demand for "humanitarian intervention". The fact that the
calls
> for military intervention seem to come initially not from any government
but
> from private voices of conscience in the media, in humanitarian NGOs,
> and in policy advisory groups helps preserve the illusion that eventual
> military action must be a disinterested response to moral imperatives.
Suspicion
> of governments contributes to the credibility of these private entities,
> which, however, may be less open than government agencies to public
scrutiny or democratic decision-making. Operating across borders, some
charitable
> groups tend to perceive national sovereignty as little more than an
obstacle to
> their own operations. Based in the rich NATO countries, operating in
> poorer countries, the direction of their intervention is the same as that
of
> NATO, acting as policeman of the new world order. Such NGOs risk playing a

> rolé similar to that played in the past by Chnistian missionaries, as both

S - ; T

S pretext and justification for military expeditions and imperialist

> conquests. (13) When, as in Bosnia-Herzegovina or Kosovo, military
> intervention leads to an interational protectorate, Western NGOs are
> granted a prominent role in local administration and receive a large

> share of public and private donations.

o i

> Such are some of the factors that contributed to a readiness on the part

> of the public in general and the left in particular to accept, even to
> demand; military mferventroms oslavia. The notion that the end,

—
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?jatshe Cold War had saved the world from the danger of war, that democracy
> viﬂmioui ar.u*;ll that only a little more effort was needed to rid the
> WOI_‘_;_EC__I of "evil", distorted the ability to understand what was really
happening
> 1n Yugoslavia and what was really at stake.
- e

>

> ABOUT THIS BOOK

>

> The purpose of this book is to provide information and analysis to

> dispute the belief that NATO intervention in Yugoslavia was beneficial.
This

> requires calling attention to aspects of the Yugoslav crisis and

> conflicts that are either distorted or neglected in mainstream commentary.
The

> objective is not to recount the whole story (impossible in a book of

> this length), but to put the story in perspective. The inevitable

selectivity

> may be reproached as evidence of a "pro-Serb" bias. Inasmuch as the
dominant

> mainstream bias has been blatantly anti-Serb, this is unavoidable in an

> effort to recover a fair balance. However, for what it is worth, I can

> state at the outset that [ am not "for" or "against" any people as such.

All

> peoples have their own variants, their own ways of expressing human

> qualities and weaknesses. I am "pro-Serb" only if that means that I

> consider the Serbs to be human beings like everybody else, neither better
nor

> worse.

> 1 have no personal connection with any party to the Yugoslav conflicts.

> The only thing that may have inspired a special sympathy for Serbs is the
> fact that they have been subjected in recent years to an altogether

> extraordinary campaign of racist calumny by commentators and politicians
in NATO countries. The slander of an entire people is an injustice for which
> there is no court of appeal other than public opinion.

>

> My main thesis is that the intervention of the NATO powers in

> Yugoslavia, far from being a last-minute rescue, was from the start a
major driving factor in the tragic course of events. At best, the Great
Powers

> intruded with all the helpfulness of bulls in a china shop. At worst, they
> deliberately stirred up fear and hatred in order to serve their own

> interests. Because of the constant interplay of past and present events

> in the Balkans, I have chosen an order that is not strictly chronological.

> Thus in the first two chapters, I plunge into the most burning issues:

first,

> the responsibility for the wars of disintegration, and second, the

question

> of criminal justice. In the third chapter, I describe the differences

> between various forms of nationalism within Yugoslavia. The fourth chapter
is

> devoted primarily to the role of Germany. The fifth chapter analyzes the
> interplay between the Albanian nationalist movement in Kosovo and the
> Western powers, leading to NATO military intervention. In the final
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> . . )
. Cltlap:er, I draw attention to factors putting the Yugoslav events into the
ontex

> of ongoing world conflicts.
>

>
> Diana J ohnstc?ne, FOOLS' CRUSADE Yugoslavia, NATO and Western Delusions,
> Monthly Review Press, New York, N.Y, 2002; ISBN 1-58367-084-X, and Pluto

>

> Press, London, UK, Sept. 2002; ISBN 0745319505.

>

> The book can be ordered on-line directly from Monthly Review Press at,

> http://www.monthlyreview.org/storefrnt.htm.

> It can also be ordered on-line directly from Pluto Press at,

>

https://secure.metronet.co.uk/pluto/cgi-bin/web_store/web_store.cgi?sc_query
_subject=International%20Studies.

=
>8585888S

>

> Notes
>
> 1. The military action against Iraq aroused widespread opposition, even

> if the protests were muted by mainstream media. There was the beginning of
> a strong anti-war movement in the United States itself nipped in the bud
> only by the extremely rapid announcement that the war was over.

Thereafter,
> however, the United States and its British ally managed to go on bombing

> Iraq for years without arousing serious domestic opposition.

>
> 2. David Fromkin, Kosovo Crossing: American Ideals Meet Reality on the

> Balkan Battle fields, The Free Press, New York, 1999, pp.164-5.
>
> 3. Fred Hiatt, "A Standing War Crimes Tribunal Could Do Harm",
> Washington

> Post/International Herald Tribune, 20 June 2000.

>
>4. On 7 March 1998, Madeleine Albright told Italian prime minister

> Lamberto Dini: "We are not going to stand by and watch the Serbian
authorities do in Kosovo what they can no longer get away with doing in

Bosnia" (Barton
> Gellman, "The Path to Crisis; How the United States and Allies Went to

> warﬂ,
> Washington Post, 18 April 1999; p. Al).

>
>5. In 1993, when General Colin Powell questioned the usefulness of air

> strikes against Bosnian Serbs, Albright, then U.S. ambassador to the

> United

> Nations, retorted angrily: "What's the point of having this superb

> military

> that you're always talking about if we can't use it?" Colin Powell, My

> American Journey, Random House, New York, 1995, p. 576.

>

> 6. A report presented to President Vladimir Putin in October 2000 by

> Russian health minister Yury Shevchenko showed that Russia's population

> shrank by more than half a million people in the first eight months of
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> the

;year,_the steepest _drop ever during peacetime. According to the study,
Russians were dying younger and having fewer children due to rising

> rates of poverty, illness, stress, alcoholism, civil conflict, and

industrial

> accidents. Drug abuse and sexually-transmitted diseases also contributed

> to the drastic decline of male life expectancy from 64 years in the 1980s

> to less than 59 years. The birth rate of 1.17 children per Russian woman

> was far below the 2.5 rate required to maintain the population. Shevchenko

> told a press conference: "The Russian nation is literally dying out." Fred

;O\;]eir, "Russia May Scon be Empty of People", Hindustan Times, 26 October

=

> 7. A study entitled "Top 200: The Rise of Corporate Global Power",

> released

> in January 2001 by the Washington-based Institute for Policy Studies,

> confirmed that the balance of global economic power has shifted from

> governments to corporate boardrooms. The study, based on a comparison of

>
> corporate sales and gross domestic product, showed that 51 of the

> largest
> 100 economies in the world are corporations, not countries. As an

> example,
> General Motors Corporation has more economic power than Denmark, IBM is

> bigger than Singapore, and Sony is bigger than Pakistan.
o
> 8. Interviewed by the French weekly Le Nouvel Observateur, 12 January

> 1998,
> Zbigniew Brzezinski revealed that the "official version" of history,
> according to which the CIA began to aid the mujahidin in 1980 after the

> Soviet Army invaded Afghanistan, was false. In reality, months earlier,
>on3

> July 1979, President Carter signed the first directive on clandestine

;;:2 ;glamic rebels opposed to the pro-Soviet government in Kabul. At the
ztime, Brzezinski said he had explained to Carter that this would trigger

z ?‘,ovift military intervention. That secret operation was "an excellent

: l!::i?:iuse it sucked the Russians into the "Afghan trap", Brzezinski

> concluded.

> The former presidential National Security advisor made these revelations
zll??a,ris apparently as part of the promotion of the French edition of his

; '?‘ﬁgk(’}reat Chessboard: American Primacy and its Geostrategic Imperatives,
:Basic Books, New York, 1997.

>

>9. John B. Roberts II, "Roots of Allied Farce", The American Spectator,
>

> June 1999. Roberts, a writer and television producer, was asked in

> February

> 1992 to design a publicity campaign to gain public support for the
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> Camegie

> Endowment's commission. In this connection he was invited to attend
> closed-door meetings of the commission, which organized its work to
1; influence the next Democratic president, whoever he might be.

>10. Morton H. Halperin and David J. Scheffer, with Patricia L. Small,
> Self-Determination in the New World Order, Carnegie Endowment for
> International Peace, 1992, Washington, D.C., p. 3.

>

>11. Ibid., p. 108.

o

>12. See the retrospective critique of the inward-looking campus left of
> the

> early 1990s by Naomi Klein: "In this new globalized context, the

> victories

> of identity politics have amounted to a rearranging of the furniture

> while

> the house burned down." No Logo, Flamingo, London, 2000, pp. 121-4,
=

> 13. It is fair to note that in the last half of the twentieth century,

>a

> number of Catholic missionaries risked their lives to take the side of

> the

> poor victims of U.S. imperialism in Latin America. There is a permanent
> tension between humanitarian organizations and the powers that use them
>asa

> pretext for intervention.

>

>

> Diana Johnstone is a widely-published essayist and columnist who has
> written

> extensively on European and international politics. She is the author of
>The

> Politics of Euromissiles: Europe's Role in America's World (Verso,

> 1985).

> Her writings have been published in may publications such as New Left
> Review, In These Times, The Nation, Counterpunch, and Covert Action
> Quarterly. This excerpt is published with the kind authorization of the

> author and the publishers.

>

> Please, feel free to insert a link to this article on your Web site or

>to

> disseminate its URL on your favorite lists, quoting the first paragraph
>or

> providing a summary. However, please DO NOT steal, scavenge or repost
> this

> work without the expressed written authorization of Swans. This material
>1s

> copyrighted, ? Diana Johnstone 2002, All rights reserved. No part of

> this

> material may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted
>in

> any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying,

> recording or

> otherwise, without the prior written permission of the publisher.
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> SWANS, Monday, May 26, 2003
>

> Diana Johnstone On The Balkan Wars
e

> by Edward S. Herman

o

> Diana Johnstone, FOOLS' CRUSADE Yugoslavia, NATO and Western Delusions,
> Monthly Review Press, New York, N.Y, 2002; ISBN 1-58367-084-X. $19.95
> paper;

> 288 pp.

>

> Diana Johnstone's Fools' Crusade: Yugoslavia, NATO and Western Delusions
>

> (Monthly Review Press, 2002) is essential reading for anybody who wants
> to understand the causes, effects, and rights-and-wrongs of the Balkan
wars

> of the past dozen years. The book should be priority reading for leftists,

> many of whom have been carried along by a NATO-power party line and
> propaganda barrage, believing that this was one case where Western
intervention was well-intentioned and had beneficial results. An inference
from this

> misconception, by "cruise missile leftists" and others, is that

> imperialism can be constructive and its power projections must be
evaluated on their merits, case by case. But that the Western intervention

in the Balkans

> constitutes a valid special case is false; the conventional and obvious

> truths on the Balkan wars that sustain such a view disintegrate on close

> inspection.

>

> Johnstone provides that close inspection, with impressive results. It is

> a pleasure to watch her dismantle the claims and expose the methods of

> David Rieff, a literary and media favorite, as well as Roy Gutman, John
Burns,

> and David Rohde, three reporters whose close adherence to the party line
in

> Bosnia was rewarded with the Pulitzer prize -- all fueling the

> "humanitarian bombing" bandwagon. While critics of the party line risk
being tagged and dismissed as apologists for the Serbs, even the most
fervent partisan of

> an idealized "Bosnia" and campaigner for NATO military intervention such &

as

> Rieff, or the novice journalist Rohde, who wrote on Srebrenica in a ?”‘"2 {

> semi-fictional mode, with U.S. intelligence guidance, has fiever had to < Wa,:

> fear being criticized as an apologist for the Muslims or NATO. Michael Oy r,é .

> Ignatieff, another media favorite, acknowledges the help he has received 3 "{j .
from U.S. officials like Richard Holbrooke, General Wesley Clark and former Pas;, -
> Tribunal prosecutor Louise Arbour, and Rieff lauded him for his "close @
relations"
> with these "important figures in the West's political and military
> leadership." (1)
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>

;g‘; :Vldespread acceptance of the official connections, open advocacy,

pectacular b'las displayed by these authors has rested in part on the

> usual media and intellectual community subservience to official policy

> positions, but it was also a result of the rapid and thoroughgoing

demonization of

> the Serbs as the "new Nazis" or "last of the Communists.” Given that NATO

> was good, combatting evil, the close relationship with officials was not

i*hseen as involving any conflict of interest or compromise with objectivity;
ey

>“were all on the same "team" - a phalanx seeking justice. Thus even the

> uncritical conduiting of anti-Serb propaganda -- including unverified

> rumors and outright disinformation -- was not only acceptable, it was

capable

> of yielding journalistic honors.

>

> On the other hand, any attempt to counter the official/media team's

> claims and supposed evidence was quickly interpreted as apologetics. This

is

> hardly new. In each U.S. war critics of U.S. policy are charged with being

> apologists for the demonized enemy -- Ho Chi Minh and communism; Pol

> Pot; Saddam Hussein; Arafat; Daniel Ortega; Bin Laden, etc. The

demonization

> of Milosevic was in accord with longstanding practice, and the charge of

> apologist for challenging the official line on the demon was inevitable

> for a forceful challenger. What is perhaps exceptional has been the

> extensive acceptance of the party line among people on the left, with,

among
> others, Christopher Hitchens, (2) lan Williams and the editors of The

Nation in

> its grip. In These Times rejected first hand reporting from Kosovo by

> Johnstone, their longtime European Editor, when it diverged from the line
of their

> more recent correspondent, Paul Hockenos, whose connections with the

> establishment included a stint as the spokesperson and media officer for

> the Organization of Security and Cooperation in Europe Mission to

> Bosnia-Herzegovina, acting as an occupying power in northern

> Bosnia-Herzegovina, and an affiliation with the American Academy in

> Berlin, whose chairman and co-chairman are Richard Holbrooke and Henry

> Kissinger.
>(3)
>

> What makes the double standard in treatment of Johnstone and the
> "journalists of attachment" especially laughable is that Johnstone is a
> serious investigative journalist, very knowledgeable about Balkan
> history and politics, whose work in Fools' Crusade sets a standard in cool
> examination of issues that is several grades higher than that in Rieff,
> Gutman, Rohde, Burns (and for that matter, Ignatieff, Timothy Garton
> Ash, Noel Malcolm, Hitchens, Williams, and Hockenos). On issue after issue
> she discusses both the evidence and counter-evidence, weighs them, gives
> them a historical and political context, and comes to an assessment, which
is
> sometimes that the verifiable evidence doesn't support a clear
> conclusion.
> She does this convincingly, and in the process lays waste to the
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> established version.
>
> For exlample, Johnstone notes that in late September, 1991, some 120
> Serl_:)s in the Croatian town of Gospic were abducted and massacred in what
Croatian human rights activists called the first major massacre of civilians
in
?hthe Yugoslav civil wars. Although this was clearly designed to frighten

e
> Serbs into moving, the term "ethnic cleansing” was only taken up by the
> Western media months later in reference to Serb treatment of Muslims in
> Bosnia. The Gospic slaughter was barely noticed, and only hit the news
>in 1997 when a disgruntled former policeman, Miro Bajramovic went public,
> claiming that the Gospic massacre was done on orders from the Croatian JCF
> Interior Ministry to spread terror among the Serbs. Bajramovic was —
> quickly imprisoned in Croatia and tortured, and no moves were taken to 205§ a1
deal with> the> crimes he named either within Croatia or by the e
International Criminal
> Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia (hereafter, [CTY, or Tribunal).
=
> Shortly thereafter three other Croatian soldiers risked their lives to
> take videotapes and documents on this massacre to the Hague, but the
Tribunal
> refused to offer them protection; one was murdered, the others fled
> Gospic, and while Tribunal prosecutor Carla Del Ponte insisted that the
Tribunal
> must have priority over Serb courts in dealing with Serbs, she waived
> priority in dealing with Croats. Thus, nothing was done regarding Gospic
> except the harassment, torture and killing of witnesses. (4)
>
> One of the Croatian officers leading the attacks on Serbs, an Albanian,
> Agim Ceku, was subsequently trained by "retired" U.S. army officers on
> contract to Croatia, and he helped command "Operation Storm" in 1995, in
which hundreds of Serb civilians were killed and Krajina was ethnically
> cleansed of several hundred thousand Serbs in what was probably the

largest
> single ethnic cleansing operation in the Balkan wars. Ceku later returned

to

> Kosovo to join the Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA) and worked with them
during the 1999 bombing war. Ceku has not only never been indicted by the
Tribunal, in January 2000 he was sworn in by NATO's proconsul in Kosovo,
Bernard Kouchner, as chief of the "Kosovo Protection Corps," the new look
KLA.

-
> You may not have heard of Gospic or Ceku, and Nasir Oric is also not a

> name
> featured by Rieff, the media, or the Tribunal. Arkan is a more familiar

> name. Arkan was a Serb paramilitary leader, eventually indicted by the

> Tribunal, just as NATO started to bomb Yugoslavia in March 1999, no

> doubt coincidentally providing exemplary public relations service to NATO.

> Nasir Oric was a Bosnian Muslim officer operating out of Srebrenica, from

> which "safe haven" Oric ventured out to attack nearby Serb villages,

burning

> homes and killing over a thousand Serbs between May 1992 and January 1994.
> Oric even invited Western reporters to his apartment to see his "war

> trophies":
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> videocassettes showing cut-off Serb heads, burnt houses, and piles of r

> corpses. (5)

>

> You‘thought that Srebrenica was a "safe haven" only for civilians and ? X

> that it could hardly be a UN cover for Bosnian Muslim military operations? BAIw ¢

EYSU were misinformed. (6) You hadn't heard of the 1992 pushing out of e A
erbs

> from Srebrenica and the multiyear attacks on nearby Serb towns and T of § 16g

massacres kﬂ«] %

> that preceded the Srebrenica massacre (discussed further below)? In fact,
it

> has been an absolute rule of Rieff et al/media reporting on the Bosnian
> conflict to present evidence of Serb violence in vacuo, suppressing

> evidence of prior violence against Serbs, thereby falsely suggesting that
Serbs

> were never responding but only initiated violence (this applies to
Vukovar,

> Mostar, Tuzla, Gorazde, and many other towns). (7)

> ~
> You hadn't heard of Nasir Oric and can't understand why he has never

> been indicted by the Tribunal although doing the same sort of thing as

Arkan,

> but perhaps on a somewhat larger scale? It is not puzzling at all if you

> realize that the "phalanx" I mentioned above which includes Rieff et al.,

the

> media, and the Tribunal, also includes the NATO powers and is serving

their

> ends, which did not include justice (see below).

>

> Johnstone provides many examples of how the phalanx twisted facts for

> political ends, including an extensive and compelling analysis of the

> various non-proofs of "systematic rape" as Serb policy. (8) But the

> choicest morsel showing how the propaganda system works was the Nazi-style
"death camp" with its picture of the "thin man" Fikret Alic behind barbed

WwIre.

> As Johnstone notes, the Bosnian Muslims and Croatians also had prison =
camps lC

> during the Bosnian wars, but Radovan Karadzic, the "indicted war -

> criminal," was not as smart as they were -- he allowed the Western media DoS§ 1@

to visit his camps.

>

> Tt is now well established as truth, if not permitted to surface in the

> mainstream media, that: (1) the thin man was not behind barbed wire --
> the

> barbed wire was around a small unused compound from which the

> photographers

> from Britain's Independent Television Network took their pictures; (2)
> he was not even in a prison camp, let alone a death camp, but was in

> transit through a refugee center, on his way to exile in Scandinavia; (3)
the

> thinness of Fikret Alic was not typical of people in the camp, but was
> highlighted to fit the "Auschwitz" image.

>

> Nevertheless, "in August 1992, the 'thin man behind barbed wire' photos
> made
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= estern world and appeared on the cover of Time, Newsweek, and other
‘mass circulation magazines." (9) The U.S. proposal for a war crimes

tribunal

> folloxa_fed in the same month, and German Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel,

> featuri ng the evidence of the "thin man" photo, made it clear that the

> I"{'nbum}l ] func}lon was to prosecute Serbs, who were ethnic cleansing

> "to achieve their national goals in Bosnia-Herzegovina [which] is

genocide."

>

> This was only one of many frauds based on disinformation, but it was a

> major one, helping make the Serbs-as- Nazis a given for the phalanx and

much

> of the Western public.

>

> Milosevic Started It All

=

> Central to the party line of NATO and the phalanx has been the theme

> that Milosevic is the demon who started it all by his nationalist quest

fora

> "Greater Serbia" and his (and Serbia's) view that non-Serbs "had no

> place in their country, and even no right to live" (Clinton). According to

David

> Rieff, Milosevic "had quite correctly been described by U.S. officials

> _..as the architect of the catastrophe," (10) and Tim Judah referred to

> Milosevic's responsibility for wars in "Slovenia, Croatia, Bosnia,

> Kosovo: four wars since 1991 and the result of these terrible conflicts,

which
> began with the slogan 'All Serbs in One State' is the cruelest of

ironies."
>(11)
>

> On its face this perspective seems simple-minded, and is even referred
> to by

> a more sophisticated analyst than Rieff or Judah, Lenard Cohen, a bit
> sardonically, as the "paradise lost/loathsome leaders perspective" on
> history. (12) Johnstone's book destroys this party line by a convincing
> analysis of the dynamics of the conflict observable in the actions and
> interests of all the parties involved, extending even to expatriate

> lobbying

> groups of the Croatians and Albanians.

-
> In her enlightening chapter on Germany, Johnstone describes its

> hostility to Serbia and contacts with Croatian émigré groups long before
the arrival of Milosevic. Germany had attacked Serbia during Wo ar I and
then again under the Nazis; whereas the Croatians and Kosovo Albanians had

been

> German allies. Germany under the Nazis had regularly used the gambit of
siding

> with "ethnic minorities" as a means of weakening rival or target states,
and

> with

> the death of the Soviet Union and the end of Western support of a

> unified and independent Yugoslavia, and German reunification, Germany
renewed that gambit as it aimed to consolidate its power in Eastern Europe.
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Sen_n_any encouraged the unilateral secession of Slovenia and Croatia and
pressured her Maastricht allies to go along with supporting this
secession, @@@=@=<z0 — - U >

z although it was unnegotiated and in violation of international law.

z At cfhe same fime as the Europeans encouraged the secession of Slovenia
an

> Croatia, and the United States threatened Yugoslavia if it tried to
>‘r31a1ntain its borders by use of its army, the NATO alliance failed to deal
Wl

> the threat to the stranded minorities in the seceding territories. The

> EU-appointed Badinter commission even announced in November 1991 that
> Yugoslavia was "in a process of dissolution,” which helped accelerate

> the dissolution; and by giving recognition to the artificial boundaries of
> the "Republics,” while refusing to consider the demands of the large
groups

> within those Republics that wanted to stay in Yugoslavia, Badinter

> provided

> an_ideal formula for producing ethnic warfare. This was not Milosevic
> causing trouble, it was the Germans and other NATO powers who encouraged
> dissolution without offering any constructive solution to minority

> demands

> (Johnstone discusses some of the ignored possibilities).

>

> Their obvious bias against the Serbs, and encouragement to the national
> groups opposed to the Serbs, also maximized the threat to peace, as it

> made

> the Serbs justly suspicious of NATO intentions and encouraged the other
> groups to resist a negotiated settlement and provoke the Serbs into

> actions

> that would increase NATO intervention on their behalf. This was

> dramatically

> evident in Bosnia, where the European powers arranged for an

> independence

> vote in 1992, despite the fact that the Bosnia-Herzegovina constitution
> required that such a vote be taken only upon agreement among the

> republic's

> three "constituent peoples" (Muslims, Croats and Serbs). The Bosnian

> Serbs

> boycotted this election, and the creation of this artificial and badly

> divided state assured war and ethnic cleansing. This again was a

> catastrophic decision made by the NATO powers, not by Milosevic.

>

> Johnstone has an extensive discussion of the brutal historical

> background of

> Bosnia-Herzegovina (and Croatia), which had been the scene of massive
> inter-group crimes during World War II. (13) She also demonstrates

> clearly

> that Bosnia was no multiethnic paradise upset by Serb violence, in the
> myth

> perpetrated by Rieff et al. and the NATO media. Johnstone points out

> that

> even as early as December 1990, in elections in Bosnia the nationalist
> parties won easily, capturing 90 percent of the votes, suggesting

> something
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z other than a non-nationalistic society. She also provides solid evidence

> that Alija Izetbegovic, the Muslim leader of Bosnia in the war years,
>wasa

> committed believer in an Islamic -- not a multiethnic — state, and a

> man

> who regarded Turkey as too advanced and modernist, preferring Pakistan
> as

> his Islamic model. The thousands of Mujahidden fighters, including Al

> Qaeda

> n?llltani:s, that he welcomed to fight for his cause, and the massive aid

> given him by Saudi Arabia, were not supplied in the cause of

> multi-ethnicity.

>

> Johnstone shows that with U.S. aid and encouragement Izetbegovic fought
> any settlement that would result in autonomy for the major national
groups.

> He, like the KL A, realized that he could pursue a maximalist strategy by
> getting the more-than-willing United States to support him both

diplomatically
> and,> increasingly, by military means. Milosevic, and to a lesser extent

the

> Bosnian Serbs, were repeatedly willing to sign compromise agreements,

> but [zetbegovic repeatedly refused, with U.S. support -- most importantly,

> in> the case of the "Lisbon Accord" of March 1992, which was signed by all
> three parties, but from which Izetbegovic withdrew, on U.S. advice.

Milosevic

> also
> supported the Owen-Vance plan of 1992, vetoed by the Bosnian Serbs, to

> Milosevic's disgust. This diplomatic history is well documented in Lord

> David Owen's memoir, Balkan Odyssey, which is why this Britisher's work
>is

> not well regarded by the party liners. Richard Holbrooke acknowledges

> Milosevic's efforts to save the Dayton accord from Izetbegovic's

> foot-dragging, and the 1995 U.S. bombing of Bosnian Serbs may have been
> part

> of the price paid to get Izetbegovic, not Milosevic, to negotiate at

> Dayton.

>(14)

>

> Johnstone's detailed account of Croatia stresses the genocidal behavior

>of
> the Croats toward the Serbs in World War II; the long-standing backing

> of
> the nationalist movement in Croatia by Germany, Austria, and the

> Vatican;

> the importance of the Croatian lobby in the United States and elsewhere
>in

> mobilizing support for their breakaway from Yugoslavia; and Croatia's
> skilled propaganda efforts, helped along by their employment of public
> relations firm Ruder Finn. "News" about Croatia and its victimization by
>

> Serbia flowed from Zagreb and Ruder Finn, Quite independently of

> Milosevic
> the Croatian nationalists, led by Franjo Tudjman from 1990, were clearly
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>
z am};ng at a "Greater Croatia" that would include a part of Bosnia, as
we

> as the Serb-inhabited Krajina area. As convincingly described by

> Johnstone,

> it was a masterpiece of effective propaganda that Croatia's war in

> Bosnia

> and expulsion of a quarter million Serbs from Krajina (with active U.S.

> assistance) was portrayed in the West not as part of a quest for a

> Greater

> Croatia, but as a resistance to Milosevic's striving for a Greater

> Serbia.

>

> According to Clinton and mainstream commentary, Milosevic's drive for a
> Greater Serbia and nationalism was demonstrated by his inflammatory

> nationalistic speeches of 1987 and 1989. This is a perfect illustration

> of

> the profound role of disinformation in the demonization process. The two
>

> famous speeches DENOUNCE nationalism: Milosevic actually said that
> "Yugoslavia is a multinational community, and it can survive only on

> condition of full equality of all nations that live in it." Nothing in

> the

> two speeches contradicts this sentiment.

>

> In dispelling the "myth" of Milosevic, Johnstone hardly puts him on a

> pedestal. He was an opportunistic politician, "whose 'ambiguity' allowed
> him

> to win elections, but not to unite the Serbs." Milosevic gained

> popularity

> by condemning both Serbian nationalism and Communist bureaucracy, and by

>
> promising economic reforms in line with the demands of the Western

> financial
> community. In Johnstone's view, Milosevic can be regarded as a criminal

- Ilif
> using criminals to do dirty tasks makes him a criminal," but on this

> count
> he was "no more [guilty] (or rather less) than the late President

> Tudjman of
> Croatia or President Alija Izetbegovic of Bosnia, widely regarded as a

> saint." He was less a nationalist than Tudjman and lzetbegovic, and
> claims

> that he had "dehumanizing beliefs" and an "eliminationist project” are

> taken
> out of the whole cloth. (15)

>
> Milosevic's alleged pursuit of a Greater Serbia was also a misreading of
> his

> actual policies, which were, first, to prevent the disintegration of

> Yugoslavia, and second, as that disintegration occurred to protect the

> Serb

> minorities in the new states and allow them either to remain in

> Yugoslavia
> or obtain autonomy in the new rump states. In fact, he was considered by
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> the
;]:af;séljan Serbs and Krajina victims of Operation Storm to be a sell-out,
zto bargain away their interests in exchange for a possible lifting of lx

sanctions on Yugoslavia. He did support the Bosnian Serbs, sporadically,
> but 6égam {nkore §
> 1t is rarely mentioned that all the NATO powers and Saudi Arabia and Al
z Qaeda were supporting the Bosnian Muslims (and Croatia was supporting +

its
> allies in Bosnia). /7 ,‘/ oftvic -
> 12 $11R
> So Milosevic was guilty of pursuing a Greater Serbia by trying to '

= prevent
> the dissolution of Yugoslavia and feebly seeking to give stranded and

> threatened Serb populations protection! His "war" against Slovenia --

> one of

> those "terrible conflicts”" Tim Judah attributes to Milosevic -- was a

> half-hearted ten-day effort to prevent an illegal secession of that

> Republic, quickly terminated with minimal (and mainly Yugoslav army) -
> casualties. Meanwhile, Tudjman, quite openly seeking a Greater Croatia,

> and

> Izetbegovic, trying to leverage U.S. and other NATO hostility to

> Yugoslavia

> into a means of compelling unwanted Greater Muslim rule in Bosnia, were

> just

> victims of the bad man! This is Orwell written into mainstream truth.

>

> The same is true of the Kosovo struggle. There is no question but that

> Milosevic's crackdown in 1989 was brutal, and that police and army

> actions

> against the KLA in later years were sometimes ruthless, but the phalanx

> has

> ignored a number of key facts. One is that Kosovo was largely run by

> Albanians before 1989, and the first target of the 1989 crackdown was
>the

> old bureaucracy run by Albanian communists. Second, under their rule it
> was

> Serbs who were discriminated against and driven out of Kosovo. In the

> 1980s

> and earlier Kosovo Albanian nationalists were openly engaging in "ethnic
>

> cleansing" in the interests of a homogenous Albanian state, and in the
>1990s

> the movement became strictly irredentist, aiming not at reform but exit

> from _ .

> Yugoslavia. The movement's leaders were also more openly interested in a
>

> "Greater Albania." As in the case of the Izetbegovic faction of the

> Bosnian

> Muslims, the KLA soon saw that by provocation and effective propaganda
> it

> would be possible to get NATO to serve as its military arm.

>
> Johnstone describes the Yugoslav efforts to compromise and give the

> Albanians greater autonomy, and she notes the complete failure of the
3-6-03
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i;tal:};vers to seek any kind of mediated solution (including a division of

> Kosovo te;‘rit(}{y). The war engineered by the KLA and United States then
> ensued, with disastrous results. In Kosovo it produced great

> destruction, an

> Immense flight of refugees, with thousands of casualties and a fresh

> lrfg ection of hatred on all sides that contradicted the alleged NATO aim
>0

> producing a genuine multiethnic community. This was followed by a

> massive

> ethnic cleansing of Serbs, Roma, Turks and Jews by the NATO-supported
>KLA,

> and Kosovo was left "without a legal system, ruled by illegal structures
>of

> the Kosovo Liberation Army and very often by competing mafias" (quoting
> Jini

> Dienstbier, UN human rights rapporteur in Kosovo). Under NATO auspices,
> and

> helped along by leaders of Albania, a new advance was made in the aim of
>a

> "Greater Albania" in Macedonia and possibly elsewhere. Finally, Serbia
>was

> very badly damaged by the war, reduced to penury and dependency,

> conflict

> ridden and with a sham democracy in place.

>

> Of course, there was Srebrenica. But since so much in this establishment
>

> Balkan story consists of lies and half-truths, is it possible that the

> establishment version of this story is also misleading? Johnstone

> examines

> the various sources and finds considerable uncertainty regarding two

> issues:

> the number of victims, and the motives of the combatants. (16) It is

> true

> that 199 bodies were found bound or blindfolded following the Bosnian
> Serb

> occupation of the town in July 1995, almost surely slaughtered by the

> Bosnian Serb attackers. But what about the alleged 8,000 killed? The

> figure _

> of 8,000 seems to have been arrived at by adding a Red Cross estimate of
-

> 3,000 that "witnesses" said were detained by the Bosnian Serbs to the

> figure

> of 5,000 who the Red Cross said "fled Srebrenica, some of whom reached
> Central Bosnia." Although there was no reason from this accounting to

> add

> the 5,000 as killed, this became conventional truth. The Bosnian Muslims
>

> shrewdly refused to tell the Red Cross how many had survived, helping
> suggest that they were all dead.

>

> Six years later, Tribunal forensic teams had uncovered 2,361 bodies in
> this '
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z ;?{%ion of heavy fighting, many almost surely fallen soldiers on both
es.
> Reca!l also th.at the United States had engaged in intensive satellite
> imaging of this area, and Madeleine Albright had even promised to keep
:- watching to see if the Bosnian Serbs disturbed the graves. But she never

> produced for public view any satellite photo showing bodies bein
; p g g
> deposited
> in or removed from graves.
>

> ﬁlxls to motive for the killings that took place, it is interesting that
> the
> significant killings (and expulsions) of Serbs (and Roma) in (and from)
> Kosovo after the NATO takeover were regularly treated in the West as
> "revenge," whereas the killings in and around Srebrenica, plausibly
> attributable to Bosnian Serb anger at the prior murderous operations of
> Nasir Oric against Serbs in the Srebrenica vicinity, were not "revenge"
> but
> "genocide" in the Western system of double standards. As noted, this
> rests
> in good part on the blackout of the prior events associated with Nasir
> Oric
> and his Bosnian Muslim forces.
-
> Johnstone has a devastating account of the work of the International
> Criminal Tribunal for Former Yugoslavia, showing its political origin,
> purpose and service, as well as its violation of all Western judicial
> norms
> (including its use of "indictments" to condemn and ostracize without
> trial).
> Among many other points featured is the fact that the Tribunal has only
> sought to establish responsibility at the top for Serbs, never for
> Croatian
> or Bosnian Muslim leaders. Johnstone also notes the unwillingness to
> indict
> any NATO personnel or officials for readily documented war crimes. She
> also
> points out that the indictment of Milosevic on May 27, 1999, based on
> unverified information provided by U.S. intelligence one day earlier,
> was
> needed by NATO to cover over its intensifying bombing of Serbian
> civilian
> sites, in straightforward violation of international law. As Clinton
> said,
> "The indictment confirms that our war is just," but it much more clearly
>
> confirmed that the Tribunal was a political, not a judicial institution.
>
> A further illustration is afforded in her enlightening account of the
> novel
> "hearing” on the Karadzic case in July 1996, where the Tribunal
> innovated a
> judicial rule whereby Karadzic's attorney was not allowed to offer a
> defense
> of his client, he could merely observe. The main evidence of Karadzic's
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> "genocidal intent" was a phrase he uttered in 1991 while calling on

> Izetbegovic to recognize the Bosnian Serbs desire to remain in 1>

> Yugoslavia,

> saying that "do not think that you will not perhaps make the Muslim ] &

> people ¢ j

> disappear, because the Muslims cannot defend themselves if there is a

> war -- ,..r

> How will you prevent everyone from being killed in Bosnia-Herzegovina?" L ~
> Although this muddled sentence issued in the heat of debate could be S ¢ 9 ¢ ke 1EOEN(§

> interpreted as a warning of the dangers of war, and comparable

- statements

> were made by Izetbegovic and many others, this was presented by the

> Tribunal

> as serious evidence of genocidal intent.

>

> Johnstone contends that the United States was a participant in the

> Balkan

> wars for a number of reasons, including the desire to maintain its role

> as

> leader of NATO and to help provide it with a function on its 50th

> anniversary year (celebrated in the midst of the 78-day bombing war in

> April

> 1999); if Germany and others were going to intervene in Yugoslavia, the

> United States would have to enter and play its role, and incidentally

> show

> that in the use of force it was still champion. The United States was \
> also

> helping itself in its Bosnian intervention by demonstrating its

> willingness

> to aid Muslims, contradicting its image as anti-Muslim, and solidifying
>its

> relationship with Turkey and other Muslim countries helping in the

> Bosnian

> war. It was also positioning itself for further advances in the region

> with

> a major military base in Kosovo and new clients in an area of increasing
>

> interest with links to the Caspian basin. The humanitarian motive was
> contradicted by inherent implausibility and by the nature and

> inhumanitarian

> results of the U.S. and NATO intervention.

=

> All-in-all the United States did well from its intervention, but the

> people

> of the area did poorly. The policies of it and its European allies were

> primary causes of the breakup of Yugoslavia and the failure to manage
> any

> split peaceably. Their intervention was not "too late," but early,

> destructive, and well designed to encourage the ethnic cleansing that

> followed. Subsequently, they failed to mediate the conflict in Kosovo
> and

> collaborated with the KLA in producing a highly destructive war,

> followed by |
> an occupation in which REAL ethnic cleansing took place, with NATO
> acquiescence and even cooperation. Bosnia and Kosovo are under colonial
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9 occupation. The remnant Yugoslavia, once a vibrant and truly multiethnic
zstate,_is poor, crowded with refugees, dependent on a hostile West,
g ;(mﬂnct—ndden, and rudderless. The Balkans are neither stable nor

ree;

> their future as NATO clients does not look promising.

S

> Diana J ?hnstone has written up this story in a readable, scholarly, and

> ;qnvmcmg way that I have been able to summarize all to briefly here.

>1ti1s

>an impc}_nant book, especially for a left that has been confused by the

> outpourings of a very powerful propaganda system.

>

=

>

> Diana Johnstone, FOOLS' CRUSADE Yugoslavia, NATO and Western Delusions,
> Monthly Review Press, New York, N.Y, 2002; ISBN 1-583 67-084-X, and Pluto
=

> Press, London, UK., Sept. 2002; ISBN 0745319505.

>

> The book can be ordered on-line directly from Monthly Review Press at,
> hitp://www.monthlyreview.org/storefmt.htm.

> It can also be ordered on-line directly from Pluto Press at,

=

hﬁps:ﬁsecure‘metronet.co,ukfpiutolcgi _bin/web store/web_store.cgi?sc_query
_subj ect=International%20Studies.

>

>%$8888S

>

> Notes

-

> 1. David Rieff, "Virtual War: Kovoso and Beyond," Los Angeles Times,

> September 3, 2000; Michael Ignatieff, Virtual War: Kosovo and Beyond

> (New

> York: Metropolitan Books, 2000), p. 6.

>

> 2. Christopher Hitchens is properly referred to as an ex-leftist, who
>1is

> now a reliable apologist for imperial wars. However, his furiously

> anti-Serb

> and pro-Bosnian Muslim and pro-NATO war biases date back to the early
> 1990s

> when he joined the "Potemkin Sarejevo" groupies in a new cult idealizing
> and

> misreading the facts on Izetbegovic and the allegedly multiethnic

> paradise

> now being upset by the Serbs. For an excellent account, Johnstone,

> Fools'

> Crusade, pp. 40-64.

>

>3. See my Open Letter Reply to Paul Hockenos and In These Times on
> Their

> Coverage of the Balkans: http:;’fwww.zmag.ogglopenhennanitt,htm

>

>4, Johnstone, pp. 27-32.
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> 6. Johnstone, p. 110.

>
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> Croatia 1991-1998, Documents and Testimonies," Serbian Council

> Information

> Center, Belgrade, 1998; "Memoradum on War Crimes and Crimes and Genocide
>in

> Eastern Bosnia (Communes of Bratunac, Skelani and Srebrenica) Committed
> Against the Serbian Population From April 1992 to April 1993," sent by

> Ambassador Dragomir Djokic to the General Assembly and Security Council,
>

> June 2, 1993; Milovoje Ivanisevic, "Expulsion of the Serbs From Bosnia

> and

> Herzogovina, 1992-1995," Edition WARS, Book II, Belgrade, 2000. See also
=

> Steven L. Burg and Paul S. Shoup, The War in Bosnia-Herzegovina: Ethnic
> Conflict and International Intervention ( Armonk, New York: M. E.

> Sharpe,

>1999), pp. 178-180; Raymond K. Kent, "Contextualizing Hate: The Hague

> Tribunal, the Clinton Administration and the Serbs":

> http:,"r'www.be.og[ad,comfnatoz‘textsfenglishfcfcontexmalizing hate. html

>

> 8. Johnstone, pp. 78-90.

>
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>
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>
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>

> SWANS, Monday, May 26, 2003
>
> Diana Johnstone's Fools' Crusade
=
> A Book Review by Louis Proyect
=
> Diana Johnstone, FOOLS' CRUSADE Yugoslavia, NATO and Western Delusions,
> Monthly Review Press, New York, N.Y, 2002; ISBN 1-583 67-084-X. $19.95
> paper,
> 288 pp.
>
> INTRODUCTION
>
> On December 8th 2002, George Packer wrote the following in a New York
> Times
> Magazine article titled "The Liberal Quandary Over Iraq™:
>
> "Why there is no organized liberal opposition to the war?
>
> "The answer to this question involves an interesting history, and it
> sheds
> light on the difficulties now confronting American liberals. The history
>
> goes back 10 years, when a war broke out in the middle of Europe. This
> war
> changed the way many American liberals, particularly liberal
> intellectuals,
> saw their country. Bosnia tuned these liberals into hawks. People who
> from
> Vietnam on had never met an American military involvement they liked
> were
> now calling for U.S. air strikes to defend a multiethnic democracy
> against
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z izrs’i'alan ethnic aggression. Suddenly the model was no longer Vietnam, it
>World War II -- armed American power was all that stood in the way of
> genqqlde. Without the cold war to distort the debate, and with the

> 1nspinng

> e.xampl-e of the East bloc revolutions of 1989 still fresh, a number of

> liberal intellectuals in this country had a new idea. These writers and

> academics wanted to use American military power to serve goals like

> human

> rights and democracy - especially when it was clear that nobody else

> would

>doit."

>

> If George Packer's assertion is true, and I believe it is, then it

> becomes

> necessary to revisit the Yugoslavia events in the light of everything

> that

> has transpired over the past decade. As we move inexorably toward

> permanent

> warfare, naked imperialist rule and growing repression at home, the

> “tllm"

> on the part of a broad sector of the left — symbolized by Christopher

> Hitchens's mutation - needs to be examined with 2 cold, clinical eye.

> The

> "humanitarian intervention" themes that were first raised on behalf of
> Bosnia crop up repeatedly. Not only were they used as an excuse to make

> war

> in the Balkans on two occasions, they have been used twice in Iraq as
> well.

> There are never-ending supplies of evil dictators, who are either the

> next

> Hitler or the next Stalin or a combination of the two, to unite the

> American

> people in Orwellian "hate minutes."

>

> In the latest variation on this theme, some of the USA's highest profile
>

> leftists have lent their names to two petitions that basically support

> their

> country's right to fund and organize a counter-revolutionary movement in
>

> Cuba. The same kind of narcissism that allowed one signatory, Susan
> Sontag,

> to call for the bombing of Yugoslavia is now displaced to Cuba. One
> wonders

> how long it will take for her and her son David Rieff to demand a US
> military rescue in Cuba.

>

> In the introduction to "Fool's Crusade", Johnstone puts forward the

> standard

> liberal narrative of Yugoslavia:

>

> >>Yugoslavia was a "prison of peoples" where the Serbs oppressed all the
>

> >>others. It was destroyed by the rise of an evil leader, Slobodan
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a5 . "
. >;M1056Vw, who set out to create a "Greater Serbia" by eliminating
other

>>>peoples in a process called "ethnic cleansing”. Those other peoples
> sought

§>>to escape, by creating their own independent states. The Yugoslav
army,

>>>actually Serbian, invaded them. In Bosnia, the invading Serbs tried to
>

> >>drive out the Muslims, who wanted to perpetuate an exemplary

> multi-ethnic

> >>society. The Serb ethnic cleansing killed 200,000 unarmed Muslims

> while

> >>the international community looked on and even prevented the Muslims
> from

> >>arming in self-defense. At Srebrenica, the United Nations allowed the

> >>Serbs to commit genocide. Only U.S. bombing forced Milosevic to come
> 10

> >>the negotiating table at Dayton. The resulting agreement brought peace
> and

> >>democracy to multi-ethnic Bosnia. However, the international community
> had

> >>failed to save the Albanian majority in Kosovo from apartheid. In 1998
>

> >>Madeleine Albright warned that NATO must intervene to keep Milosevic
> from

> >>"doing in Kosovo what he could no longer get away with in Bosnia". In
> >>January 1999, Serbian security forces massacred defenseless civilians
>in

> >>the Kosovo village of Racak, awakening the NATO governments to the
> need to

> >>act to stop genocide. After the turning point of Racak, the Serbs were

>

> >>summoned to peace negotiations in Rambouillet, in France. Milosevic

> >>stubbornly refused to negotiate. NATO had no choice but to start

> bombing

> >>Yugoslavia. Masses of Albanians were deliberately driven out according
> to

> >>a preconceived plan called "Operation Horseshoe". Finally, Milosevic

> gave

> >>in, and NATO liberated the Kosovars from their oppressors. Conclusion:
>

> >>from now on, humanitarian intervention constitutes a principal mission
> for

> >>NATO, as the military arm of an international community henceforth

> >>committed to protection of human rights.<<

>

> After presenting this version of what took place, Johnstone says,

> " Almost

> everything about this tale is false.” When much of the left was cheering

> the

> NATO war on Yugoslavia, another large section gave credence to the false
>

> story while drawing the line at intervention. For example, shortly after

> the
> government of Yugoslavia was overthrown by violent, rightwing gangs,
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> Chomsky compared this to the overthrow of South Africa's Apartheid
> system.

> It therpfore comes as no surprise that he would have the same kind of
> myopia

> when it comes to Cuba.
>

>] ohnstpne_identiﬁes a sharp disjunction between the movement against
> globalization that tock shape in the 1990s and a widespread failure to
> see

> how that very process was at the root of the Balkans wars and the

> immiseration that has followed in its footsteps. It is easy for

> activists to

> respond to Chiapas; it was much harder to break through the propaganda
> and

> mystification over Yugoslavia where defense of the right of the Serb

> peoples

> to live in peace became tantamount to Holocaust denial.

>

> Johnstone writes:

>

> >>The sovereign nation is being broken down subtly by the pressures of
> >>economic globalization. It may also be undermined from within, by

> domestic

> >>insurgencies. In the post-Cold War world, the Carnegie Endowment study

P

> >>noted, "groups within states are staking claims to independence,
> greater

> >>autonomy, or the overthrow of an existing government, all in the name

> of
> >>gelf-determination." In regard to these conflicts, "American interests
> and
> >>ideals compel a more active role." This may go so far as military
< >>intervention when self-determination claims or internal repression of
> such
> >>claims lead to "humanitarian calamities.” In the future, the authors
> >>announced in 1992, "humanitarian interventions will become
> increasingly
> >>unavoidable.” The United States will have the final word as to when
> and
> >>how to intervene. "The United States should seek to build a consensus
> >>within regional and international organizations for its position, but
> >>should not sacrifice its own judgment and principles if such a
> consensus
> >>fails to materialize." <<
>
> Indeed, just as WWI was launched in part to stop Hun atrocities, so are
> the
> wars of the last 10 years or so framed in terms of saving lives and
> upholding democracy. Unless the left learns how to distinguish between
> government propaganda and the true aims of an ever more aggressive
> imperialism, we will be useless. Diana Johnstone's book is a very good
> place
> to start.
>
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2; CHAPTER ONE -- The Yugoslav Guinea Pig

> Here Johnstone poses the question: "How did the Serbs go from being the '

> heroic little people who stood up to empires and Nazis in defense of Z

z freedom, to being the 'new Nazis', pariahs of the Western world?" 5

> The answer first of all requires that attention be paid to the

> underlying 6’50{. mluz:lr

> economic pressure that drove all Yugoslavs to desperate measures,
> including

> the Serbs. When the USSR began to collapse at the end of the 1980, i

> Yugoslavia was no longer needed as a kind of pro-Western counterweight _

> to ] ¢ 1

> the Kremlin. With easy access to cheap credit cut off, the country began

>to D 2 5$ * i 1

> succumb to a debt crisis of the sort that was ravaging most of the

> developing world. Long devoid of any serious commitment to revolutionary
>

> politics, the central government responded not by challenging

> imperialism,

> but by cutting jobs and social services. The economic crisis had the

> effect

> of eroding the social order and heightening nationalist resentment,

> particularly among the Croatians.

-

> Although Franjo Tudjman had been a life-long CP functionary, he found it
>

> easy to remold himself as a nationalist when running for president of

> Croatia in 1990, especially since this earned him the support of the

> émigré

> community, including remnants of the fascist Ustashe movement. After his
>

> election, Serbs -- who made up 12 percent of Croatia's population --

> were

> probably alarmed to see the Ustashe flag flown unabashedly in public

> once

> again. As a corollary to this symbolic display, the Tudjman

> administration

> began to fire Serb government employees and encourage violent attacks on
5

> people and property.

>

> After the Serbs began to resist these encroachments, the western press

> responded by characterizing it as expansionism directed from Belgrade.

> As

> Malcolm X once said, the victim was turned into the criminal.

>

> In September of 1991, over 120 Serbs living in the town of Gospic were

> abducted from their homes and murdered. It was an act calculated to have
> the

> same effect among Serbs as the Deir Yassin massacre in Palestine. They

> would

> no longer be safe in Croatia. Croatian human rights activists told

> Johnstone
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>in 1996 that this was the first major massacre of civilians in the
> Yugoslav
> civil wars. Unlike Srebrenica or Racak, Gospic never became part of the

> litany of atrocities in the western news media or journals of
> "conscience."
>

> In11199? a disgruntled Croatian ex-cop named Miro Bajramovic decided to
> tel

> the world what really happened in Gospic. He said that the Croatian

> Interior

> Ministry sent paramilitaries to spread terror among the region's 9,000

> Serbs. Johnstone quotes him as follows:

>

> "The order for Gospic was to perform ethnic cleansing, so we killed

> directors of post offices and hospitals, restaurant OWners and many

> other

> Serbs. Executions were performed by shooting at point-blank range. We
> did

> not have much time. The orders from headquarters were to reduce the

> percentage of Serbs in Gospic."

=

> The International Criminal Tribunal (ICT), which went to all sorts of

> lengths to bring Milosevic to justice, has been lackadaisical about

> Croatian

> war crimes. After some of the Croatian soldiers who committed war crimes
> at

> Gospic came forward to present testimony to the ICT, they were not given
-

> adequate protection even after receiving daily death threats and having
> their cars firecbombed. One of them, Milan Levar, was murdered by an
> explosion in the front yard of his Gospic home.

>

> In June of 1999 Croatian courts acquitted 6 soldiers of war crimes

> committed

> at Gospic, including Bajramovic. In light of this, it is highly

> revealing

> that the chief Tribunal prosecutor Carla Del Ponte has decided that

> Croatian

> courts can render justice in the prosecution of war crimes. Alas, this

> has

> been the pattern all along. When Serbs react to murder, they are charged
>

> with "aggression."

>

> After the secession of Croatia and Slovenia, it was only a matter of

> time

> before Bosnia-Herzegovina would be torn apart by the same

> contradictions. In

> all of the regions where Serbs were a minority, they saw their survival
>asa

> function of the continuation of the Yugoslav republic and protection by
>the

> federal army. Whenever they pressed forward in this manner, they were
> regarded as "expansionist” or Worse.
>

Pagina 36 van 58

E,Lgc wdQE VoS

Posiiik

1Y
12058 1§

3-6-03



- >F1"_3m the very beginning, the USA tilted toward the Bosnian Muslim
> faction.

> In a highly enlightening review of the power politics behind this

> foreign

> policy initiative, Johnstone explains it in terms of developing ties to

> Turkey and oil-producing regimes in the Middle East. In addition, she

ip}:owdes some insights into class formation in Bosnia that go against
the

> c}c:nventiunal thinking of Muslims as an oppressed nationality. Most of
> the

> Eilgh-proﬁle Muslim politicians, including Izetbegovic, were scions of

> the

> families that enjoyed elite privileges during centuries of Ottoman rule.
>In

> elite circles in Washington and London, they were considered more

> reliably

> anti-communist than the Bosnian Serb descendants of downtrodden

> peasants.

=

> While the State Department was developing a policy based on such

> bottom-line

> calculations, a number of intellectuals were already beginning to

> develop

> what Johnstone rightly calls "the Bosnia cult." They developed a

> romanticized version of Bosnian Islam that once again turned the Serbs
> into

> the "bad guys".

-

> Susan Sontag's son David Rieff wrote that "Bosnia was and always will be
>a

> just cause" in the same fashion that people once wrote about the Spanish
>

> Civil War. For an entire generation of 60s radicals, the fight for

> Bosnia

> became a fight against fascism and genocide. In countries like France

> that

> were grappling with a sullen and resentful Islamic population driven to
> emigration by economic crisis, the sight of gentle, blue-eyed Bosnian

> Muslims playing musical instruments was comforting. They were "like us."
=

> "Multicultural” Sarajevo became a test tube for the kind of integration

> that

> was largely impossible in Western Europe, where skinheads had begun to
> victimize their own Muslim citizens. If France or Great Britain could

> not be

> made safe for Muslims, then military force could surely impose tolerance
>on

> a Balkan nation.

>

> Unfortunately, "multicultural" Bosnia was largely a myth. By 1992,

> Croatian '

> milinas had already driven Serbs out of Herzegovina in an early act of
> ethnic cleansing that once again was largely ignored by the western

> media.

> As for Izetbegovic, the darling of Rieff and other western progressives,
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> he

z:vas tl;lder no ill;sion& In a 1994 speech, he said, "Multicultural

ogetherness is all very well, but -- i —1it1i

o h We ry b may I say it openly —itisa

‘;caitmot lie to our people or deceive the public. The soldier in combat is
no

> dying for a multinational coexistence..."

>

> Somehow, Izetbegovic's statement and the arrival of 5,000 former

> Afghanistan

> fighters in Bosnia escaped Rieff's attention, who continued to press for
>

> military action in order to prevent "genocide" in Bosnia. The Serbs were
>

> compared not only to the Nazis, but to the Khmer Rouge as well. In the
> course of his agitation for an imperialist rescue, he kept repeating the

>
> unverified figure of 200,000 dead Muslims, Former State Department

> official

> George Kenney finally tracked it down to Bosnian information minister

> Senada

> Kreso, who first circulated the figure -- hardly an unbiased source.

> Afterwards Kenney tried to come up with a more reliable amount, based on
> the

> Red Cross and other less politicized sources. For instance, a

> Stockholm-based research institute estimated that there were between 30

> and
> Sﬁ:t_housand casualties during the course of the civil war, but this

> included

> all sides. After concluding his survey, Kenney observed:

>

> "In the words of the writer David Rieff, 'Bosnia became our Spain’,

> though

> not for political reasons, which is what he meant, but rather because

> too

> many journalists dreamed self-aggrandizing dreams of becoming another

> Hemingway."

-

>

> CHAPTER TWO -- Moral Dualism in a Multicultural World

>

> This seeks to explain how the Yugoslavia wars became cast in Manichean

> terms, with the Serbs representing darkness and evil and all their

> adversaries as goodness and light. This requires her to examine in some

> detail the role of the media in fabricating three key elements of a

> narrative that would effectively condemn the Serbs as the Nazis of our

> era:

> concentration camps in Bosnia and rape as a political tool.

>

> The question of concentration camps in Bosnia became hugely

> controversial

> after Living Marxism magazine (LM) ran an exposé in 1997 that charged an
>ITN

> television team from Great Britain supervised by Penny Marshall with
> using
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> falsified footage. Using an image of an emaciated Muslim "prisoner”
> named

> Fikret Alic behind barbed wire, the reporters clai i
= ! eporters claimed that this amounted S £5Lued? &S

> a new Auschwitz. Among the British reporters was Nation Magazine
> contributor E - posf 12

> and anti-Cuba petition signer Ian Williams, who was working for
> England's
> Chgnnel Four at the time. This is also the same Ian Williams who told
> radicals in the audience at a recent Socialist Scholars Conference panel
>on
> Oll'W&ll, including me, that "Wait until the war starts, then you'll see
>al
> those WMD's that Saddam has stashed away."
>
> The caption for story number 17 in Project Censored top 25 stories in
>1999
> was "U.S. Media Promotes Biased Coverage of Bosnia". For documentation,
> the
> project included the LM article as well as Diana Johnstone's "Seeing
> Yugoslavia Through a Dark Glass" that appeared originally in Covert
> Action
> Quarterly. ( http://www.covertaction.org/full_text_frameset 65_01.htm)
>
> Attempts to find the Deichmann article on the Internet will be in vain,
> since a libel decision against LM initiated by Marshall and Williams in
>a
> British court resulted not only in the quashing of Deichmann's article
> but
> in the liquidation of LM itself. In claiming that barbed wire did not
> surround Fikret Alic but rather a nearby tool shed, Deichmann went
> against
> the grain of prevailing liberal opinion in Europe. He paid dearly for
> this,
> but nowhere near as much as the Serb people.
>
> Leaving aside the question of whether Fikret Alic was behind or in front
> of
> some barbed wire, the real issue was how this image was used to drive
> home
> the message that the Serbs were running concentration camps throughout
> Bosnia on a scale not seen since Hitler. The simple truth is that by the
>
> summer of 1992 all sides in the civil war -- Serb, Muslim and Croat --
> were
> setting up prison camps for people they considered threats to their
> territorial control. According to the International Red Cross, in the
> autumn
> of 1092 a total of 2,692 civilians were being held in 25 detention
> centers.
> OF These, Bosnian Serbs held 1,203 detainees in 8 camps. The Muslims
> hefd
> 1,061 captives and the Croats 428. This hardly amounts to Auschwitz, by
~ agy
> stretch of the imagination.
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zE January and February 1993, the French-based Médecins du Monde used
> ﬁ'eﬂpiitges as part of a vast publicity : ino $2 milli chz.- gopstl
st publicity campaign costing $2 million ;
> that P paig g o %
> resulted in the distribution of 300,000 posters throughout France. Half \

>of,
> them showed Milosevic side by side with Hitler, accompanied by the

> caption,

> "Speeches about ethnic cleansing, does that remind you of anything?"

> Bernard

> Kouchner, fo head of Médecins sans FrontiZres, was an ex-CP'er who
> became an outspoken advocate of "humanitarian Tnterventions." His

> tireless

> efforts on behalf of NATO beneficence earned him the top spot as UN

> administrator of Kosovo in 1999.

>

> It didn't take long for the US press to exploit these themes themselves.

>

> Pulitzer Prizes were awarded to reporters who could come up with the

> most

> grizzly Serb atrocity tale. First on line at the trough were Newsday's

> Roy

> Gutman and the New York Times's John Bumns who won a joint award in
> 1993.

> David Rohde of The Christian Science Monitor picked up his Pulitzer in
>1995.

> All of them filed reports that were riddled with the kinds of errors

> that

> got Jayson Blair fired from the newspaper of record on May 11, 2003, In
> retrospect, it seems that the Big Lie on behalf of the imperialist

> crusade

> against the Serbs was certain to enhance one's journalistic career

> rather

> than torpedo it.

>

> Rohde got his award for "discovering" a mass grave near Srebrenica. Not
> speaking a word of Serbo-Croat, he told his readers that he found what

> amounted to a smoking gun: a human femur and tibia scattered among the
> area

> delineated within US satellite photos. How did he find this needle in a

> haystack? Like the New York Times's Judith Miller, he tells us that a

> little

> birdie told him: "I had the locations of the graves marked on a

> map...which

> 1 got from a US intelligence source."

>

> In addition to writing propaganda about Serb "death camps," Gutman

> specialized in the rape as political weapon story. On August 9, 1992 he
> filed a story titled "Bosnia Rape Horror" that relied on the testimony
>of a -

> single 16-year-old girl that supposedly was repeated in the "tens of

> thousands". Gutman also relied on the information provided by Jadranka
> Cigelj, whom he described in Newsday as a "lawyer and political
> activist."
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z Sigdj supposedly witnessed nightly beatings and rape at a Serb prison
amp

> in Omarska.
>

> Gutman conveniently omitted the exact character of Cigelj's political

> activism. Johnstone points out that "Cigelj was a vice president of

> Croatian

> president Franjo Tudjman's ruling nationalist party, the Croatian

> Democratic

> Community (HDZ) and was in charge of the Zagreb office of the Croatia
; Information Center (CIC), a wartime propaganda agency funded by the same
> right-wing Croatian émigré groups that backed Tudjman. The primary

> source

> for reports of rape in Bosnia was Cigelj's CIC and associated women's

> groups, which sent 'piles of testimony to Western women and to the

> press'."

> She adds:

>

> "The CIC benefited from a close connection with the 'International

> Gesellschaft fur Menschenrechte' (International Association for Human
> Rights, IGfM), a far right propaganda institute set up in 1981 as a

> continuation of the Association of Russian Solidarists, an expatriate

> group

> which worked for the Nazis and the Croatian fascist Ustashe regime

> during

> World War IL In the 1980s, this organization led a propaganda campaign
> against the Sandinistas in Nicaragua, accusing them of running camps

> where

> opponents were tortured, raped, and murdered on a massive scale."

-

> This did not prevent Cigelj from becoming a feminist heroine. She was

> feted

> by Human Rights Watch, Amnesty International and Women Make Movies in a
>25

> city tour that featured a documentary "Calling the Ghosts: A Story of

> Rape,

> War and Women."

-

>1In EWM&S flowing out of Bosnia, the

> United

> Nafons launched an investigation that unsurprisingly corroborated the

> lund .

> reports penned by Gutman and others. The original president of the

> commiitiee e

> was Frits Kalshoven, professor of humanitarian international law at the

> University of Leiden i1 Germany. An Egyptian-Amencan named Mahmoud
> Chegf

> Bassiouni, whose sympathy for the Muslims was obvious, replaced him.
> Notwithstanding the propaganda consensus that Serbs were using mass rape
>as i

> apolitical weapon, Kalshoven concluded:

>

> "Terms like 'genocide’ came all too easily from the mouths of people
> like™

—
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1 b3 : :
Bassmgm an American professor of law, who had to establish a

> reputation

i Tpd to work on fund-raising. In my opinion these terms were way out of
ine.

?;'_G'ggocidal rape' is utter nonsense. 'Genocide' means extermination, and
it

z if;! of course impossible to exterminate people and make them pregnant at
the

> same time. It is a propaganda term which was used against the Serbs

> right

> from the start, but I have never found any indication that rape was

> committed systematically by any of the parties — and I understand by

> 'systematically’, on orders from the top."
>

>

> CHAPTER THREE -- Comparative Nationalisms

>

> In this chapter Diana Johnstone deals with the national question. For

> many

> Marxists, especially those from a Trotskyist tradition, Milosevic was

> another Stalin trampling on the rights of oppressed nationalities.

> Backing

> the independence of Slovenia, Croatia, Bosnia-Herzegovina and -- finally
- O

> Kosovo became a litmus test for Leninists. The Militant newspaper, for
> example, described Kosovo as being under the thumb of chauvinist

> overlords

> in much the same fashion as Puerto Ricans being dominated by the USA:
>

> "In the Yugoslav constitution of 1946, Kosovo was given only limited
> regional autonomy. Although important gains were made in the area of
> language and education, the key area of internal security and all

> managerial

> appointments were to be controlled from Belgrade. Using the pretext of
> suppressing Albanian irredentism, longtime chief of the Federal Police
> Alexander Rankovic, ordered police pressure on Albanians to emigrate.
> Between 1954 and 1957 some 195,000 Albanians left for Turkey."

>

> To say the least, The Militant's characterization of the Titoist system

> as

> heavy-handed Stalinist centralism not only falsifies the way the system
> worked but what drove the secessionist impulses of the 1980s and 90s.
> While

> Tito was bureaucratic, he was not a centralizer. He continually resorted
>to

> methods of decentralization, including "workers' self-management” in the
>

> economic sphere. Closely related to this policy was a tendency to

> strengthen

> the powers of the constituent republics and autonomous regions against
> the

> central Federal government. Both of these "radical" practices eventually
>

> contributed to the implosion of the nation. As soon as the economic

> benefits

Pagina 42 van 58

%WM
Y o
}w/pgﬂﬂé
O AT

3-6-03



> affgrded by a special relationship to imperialism began to unwind, the
z \Ir’angus components of Yugoslavia began to flee a sinking ship. When
enin

isTpt?ke in favor of national self-determination, he had socialism in mind.
e

it:rr;ftuﬁng of Yugoslavia has done nothing except strengthen capitalism.
S

i is something the Marxist left has to come to terms with at last.

> The first republic to bolt from Yugoslavia was Slovenia, which had been
> seduced by the capitalist charms of its neighbors immediately to the

> west,

> especially Austria and Italy. Johnstone cites an increasing affinity

> between

> Slovenian intellectuals and Western European leftists, whose attention
> was

> being drawn increasingly to German Green type issues such as

> disarmament,

> feminism, human rights and the environment. In this changing climate,
> opposition to Belgrade's power, especially its army, was seen as a

> vanguard

> of democratic progress in the spirit of a renewed "civil society." The

> old

> Titoist vision of workers' self-management and trans-national solidarity
> had

> gone out of fashion.

>

> The Slovenian intelligentsia, who defined their agenda in the pages of

> Miladina (Youth), were as recognizably "one of us" to the Western

> Europeans

> as the blue-eyed Bosnian Muslims. In article after article, they

> lambasted

> the Yugoslav army which was suppressing "democratic civil society." The
> hero

> of the anti-army movement was Janez Jansa, a leader of the "Alliance of
> Socialist Youth of Slovenia,” who was pushing to "modernize" the

> organization by dropping the word "socialist" from its name. After Jansa
> was

> arrested for stealing a secret military document that purportedly

> detailed

> plans to contain a domestic uprising, he became an icon to the German
> peace

> movement.

>

> Jansa's defenders saw the conflict as a simple one of democratic

> modernization versus conservative repression. A closer examination would
>

> reveal a different reality. The Slovenian modernizers sought to be freed
>

> from the constraints of the federal state. With only 8 percent of the

> population, they contributed 20 percent of the federal budget.

> Slovenia's

> deliverance would come through the free market and improved job

> opportunities for college-educated urban professionals. Ironically, this
>
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z tn}rllilieu resented the money being "wasted" on Kosovo and regarded all of
e

> Eastern peoples of Yugoslavia, either Albanian or Serbs as unwelcome
> country

> cousins. In June 1991, Dr. Peter Tancig, the Slovenian minister of

> science,

> f},:nd out a mass e-mail to the world's scientists that tried to explain

> the

> “n}ess“ in Yugoslavia. One on side was a "typical violent and crooked
> oriental-bizantine [sic] heritage, best exemplified by Serbia and

> Montenegro." On the other side was a "more humble and diligent

> western-catholic tradition."

>

> Fast-forwarding a couple of years we discover that Janez Jansa, the

> darling

> of the German peace movement, had gone through a remarkable

> transformation

> that would anticipate Joschka Fischer's. After the former

> anti-militarist

> icon became Slovenia's defense minister, he oversaw the clandestine

> import

> of weaponry into his country, most of which was sold illegally to

> Croatia.

-

> When Croatian nationalism exploded in the 1980s, there was very little
>to

> inspire leftists. The modern movement saw itself as fighting for the

> recognition of the "rights" of the medieval Kingdom of Croatia, which
> had

> been absorbed by Hungary in 1102. It was always torn between the Serb
> revolutionary nationalist movement of the late 1800s and the Hapsburg
> empire, which always sought a Slavic outpost to pursue its ambitions.
> When

> the Hapsburgs ended up on the losing side in WWI, it made the choice
> easier

> for the Croat nationalist leaders. By becoming part of the new nation of
=

> Yugoslavia, they would avoid the heavy reparations imposed by

> Versailles.

=

> After Hitler invaded Yugoslavia, Croatia was detached from the country.
> While it lost portions of the Adriatic coast to Italy, it was awarded

> the

> territory of Bosnia-Herzegovina. Under Ustashe rule, Croatia set out to
> develop a racially pure state. On May 14, 1941, over 700 Serbs were

> rounded

> up in Glina and taken to the local Orthodox Church. After the doors were
>

> Jocked, Ustashe gunmen killed everybody inside. The total number of
> Serbs

> who died in such fashion will probably never be known, but it is at

> least

> 700,000, It is, therefore, not surprising that Serbs began to demand

> protection from the federal government after Tudjman demonstrated an
> affinity for the Ustashe. What is surprising, however, is the
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> willingness of

> some Marxists to regard this as Serb expansionism.

>

>

> CHAPTER FOUR -- Making of Empires

>

> If there is one continuing theme in Diana Johnstone's "Fool's Crusade,"
>it

> ig. how florid sounding phraseology about peace, civil society and human
> rights became the cover for the first war on European soil since the

> defeat

> of Hitler. Ironically, the impetus for this war came from the new

> Germany

> itself. While cloaked in the rhetoric of NGO's, the German state's true

> motive was expansion of its geopolitical influence over the Balkans. She
>

> characterizes this aptly as a singular blend of "ideals and interests"

- S :

> and personified by the rise of Joschka Fischer, the German Green Party

> leader.

b

> By 1991, when Yugoslavia began to unravel at the seams, a hate campaign
>in

> the German media was already in full swing. In the influential

> Frankfurter

> Allgemene Zeitung (FAZ), editor Joann Reissmuller denounced the "the
> Serbo-communist power called Yugoslavia", or "Belgrade Serbo-communism"
> that

> held a "Greater Serbian-communist knife at the throat" of the Slovenes

> and

> the Croats. Reissmuller's racist hysteria was often framed in terms of

> anti-fascist rhetoric such as the time he wamned the "civilized world"

> against the Serb's "master race madness." This propaganda was written at
>

> exactly the time when Serbs were being massacred in Croatia under the
> banner

> of a crypto-Ustashist movement. The liberal Der Spiegel was not much
> better.

> It had a cover article on July 8, 1991 devoted to "Serb terror" and

> depicted

> Yugoslavia as a "prison of peoples” trying to free itself.

>

> Considering the Nazi massacres of Serbs during WWII, this kind of

> demonization was appalling. One might have expected the German Greens
> and

> other anti-Serb leftists to be more sensitive to this kind of smear

> campaign.

>

> What accounts for this monomaniacal drive to destroy Yugoslavia?

> Johnstone

> explains it in terms of an almost ritualistic purification for the

> trauma

> Germany suffered when it ended up on the losing side of two world wars.
> Indeed, a leading policy-maker named Rupert Scholz linked the question
>of

Pagina 45 van 58

QS e fplatt
possiin

3-6-03



Z ‘B{ugoslavia with the need "to overcome the consequences of World War 1."
y

> enlisting Germany on behalf of a crusade to "liberate" Yugoslavia, it

> would

>be poSs-ible to kill two birds with one stone. Not only would

> humanitarian

> ends be realized, Germany would become a "normal power" in the process.

>

> Johnstone identifies a peculiarity in German thinking about nation-state
>

> formation that can be found from Kaiser to Hitler to Joschka Fischer and
>

> that would explain to some degree the zeal for dismantling Yugoslavia.
>1In

> succinct terms, the nationalist intelligentsia in Germany has a history

> of

> favoring states built on a racial or ethnic basis. While obviously most

> closely associated with the Third Reich, it was first articulated in the

>

> waning days of WWI when Chancellor Max von Baden submitted a paper to
> the

> Kaiser titled "Thoughts on Ethical Imperialism." (Sounds familiar,

> doesn't

>it?) Von Baden saw Germany as protector of 'Randvolker' (peripheral

> peoples)

> in Europe. In the name of protecting the weak and the helpless, the

> support

> of ethnic claims in neighboring and hostile states would weaken their

> host

> and facilitate the spread of German influence. Of course, when those

> 'Randvolker' are German minorities, it is all to the better.

o

> This policy was pursued not only by Hitler, but by the "enlightened"

> Weimar

> Republic that preceded it. In neighboring Poland and Denmark, 30 million
>

> Reichsmarks were spent to buy up real estate and businesses that were

> ultimately used on behalf of German 'Volksgruppen' in what the Foreign
> Ministry called 'Kampf um den Boden' (struggle for land).

>

> This trickle turned into a full-scale flood after Hitler took power. It

> provided the excuse for the invasion of both Czechoslovakia and Poland,
> as

> well as the absorption of Alsace. In Franz Neumann's "Behemoth," a study
> of

> Nazism, the strategy is described as follows:

>

> "Nothing could be more frank. Self-determination is merely a weapon.

> Take

> advantage of every friction growing out of the minority problem. Stir up
>

> national and racial conflicts where you can. Every conflict will play

> into
> the hands of Germany, the new self-appointed guardian of honor, freedom,
> and
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> equality all over the world."
>

> It was not just German minorities who were "rescued" by Nazi

> humanitarian

> interventions. The Nazis surveyed all of Europe in pursuit of other

> regional

> populations that could be drawn into their orbit, including the Bretons
>1n

> Bnttany. |

>

> Not long after the end of WWII, Germany once again took up the cause of
> '"Volker' or small nationalities. In outfits like "The International

> Association for the Defense of Threatened Languages and Cultures",

> founded

>in 1963, the oppression of Croats and Slovenes was weighed and remedies
> considered, among which was the "right to independence” of the two

> republics.

=

> Once the Berlin Wall fell and the two Germanys united, the nationalist

> intelligentsia gained a new hearing from a newly emboldened ruling class
>

> anxious to reassert itself. A parliamentarian named Rupert Scholz put

> forward some proposals in a 1995 paper titled "The Right to

> Self-Determination and German Policy" that basically followed in the

> volk-state tradition. Now that Germany was reunited, many "lesser"

> nationalities could be expected to turn to the new power for support.

> Furthermore, Germany should not shrink from "military operations on

> behalf

> of oppressed nationalities,” especially those groaning under the Serb

> heel.

>

> Just at the time German imperialism was rediscovering itself, important
> figures in the German left were beginning to dispense with the foolish

> pacifist illusions of their youth. Although the Green Party was devoted
>to :

> peace, ecology, feminism and grassroots democracy, J ohnstone points out
> that

> Joschka Fischer was not a typical Green. He was a Maoist street fighter
>who

> joined the Greens after the sectarian movements in Germany imploded in
> the

> 1980s, just as they had in the USA. As "war minister" of his

> organization's

> combat unit, Fischer trained his comrades in street-fighting tactics.

> His

> journey from ultraleftism into warmongering reformism was a

> well-traveled

> one, considering the path of other sixties radicals who would soon learn
> how

> to "work within the system."

>

> He was joined by Daniel Cohn-Bendit, who became famous as "Danny the
>Red" in

> the May-June events in France, 1968. After he moved to Frankfurt, he

> joined
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> the "Realo" faction of the Greens that unlike the misty-eyed "Fundis"
> showed

> a readiness to compromise principles in order to win elections.

e

> In 1994, after the war in Bosnia took a bloody turn for the worse, the

> German big-business press and bourgeois politicians began to call for a
> war

> against the Serbs. They dragged figures like Fischer and Cohn-Bendit in
> their wake. Johnstone describes their role in the sorry march toward

> war:

>

>>>The highly controversial question of German participation in military
> >>intervention against Bosnian Serbs was a burning issue in December
> 1994.

> >>At that time, Chancellor Kohl was arguing that, on the one hand,

> because

> >>of the suffering caused to the people of Yugoslavia in World War IT by
> the

> >>Wehrmacht, Germany should stay out; but, on the other hand, "precisely
o

> >>because of German history we cannot evade our responsibility" to

> >>contribute German Tornado fighter planes to "humanitarian

> intervention."

> >>At that time, the Social Democrats and Greens were overwhelmingly
> against

> >>such intervention. The exception was Cohn-Bendit, who dismissed Green
> >>objections as "ridiculous" and found original arguments to support

> Kohl's

> >>position. He claimed that the peoples of the world would revert to

> >>nationalism if they saw that the international community was failing
>to

> >>defend the "little multicultural Volk" in Bosnia -- overlooking the

> >>regrettable fact that the "multicultural Volk" was split into warring

> >>factions unlikely to be reunited by Tornados flying to the aid of one
> >>against another.

>

> At that time, Fischer was still arguing that Germany should stay out.

> But by

> the following August, Cohn-Bendit was able to announce that his friend
> Joschka was "on the right path,” even though he still opposed sending in
>

> German soldiers. But, predicted Cohn-Bendit with remarkable

> clairvoyance, .

> "Once Fischer is foreign minister, he won't be able to maintain this

> position." Ambition was having its effect. On 6 December 1995, the

> historic

> question of sending German armed forces to intervene outside the NATO
> area

> came before the Bundestag. By then, the Green parliamentary group was
> split

> on the question of sending troops into Bosnia. As Green spokesman,

> Fischer

> was in the early stages of the transformation that would make

> Cohn-Bendit's
> prediction come true. The rhetorical hinge by which Fischer led the
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> gradual

> swing from one "moral obligation" to its opposite was a profound moral
> d;}ernma allegedly afflicting the Green conscience: a "genuine conflict
>0

> basic values." On the one hand, "non-violence;" on the other, the need
~to

> help people survive. Over several years, Fischer developed variations on
>

> this theme of a dilemma between "values." In a sharper version, the

> value of

> "non-violence," or "pacifism," was pitted against the need to "combat

> Auschwitz," or "genocide," posited as a special German obligation.<<
>

> As it turns out, Cohn-Bendit's appetite for war was shared by some names
= we

> have become familiar with in recent weeks. In an open letter that was

> addressed to "The United Nations, President Clinton, and the Congress"

> and
> that appeared in the March 4, 1993 New York Review of Books, a citadel

> of

> neoliberal imperialism, demanded that the "cruel arms embargo" imposed
> against Bosnia be lifted (an embargo that Johnstone characterizes as

> largely

> ignored). In addition to Cohn-Bendit, the signatories included Ariel

> Dorfman, Erika Munk, Jennifer Scarlott, Joanne Landy, Ken Worcester,
> Manuela

> Dobos, Michael Lerner, Peter Weiss, Thomas Harrison, and Todd Gitlin.
> All of

> these luminaries have the additional distinction of signing the Campaign
> for

> Peace and Democracy's (CPD) anti-Cuba petition.

>

>

> CHAPTER FIVE -- The New Imperial Model

=

> We now have arrived at the fifth and final chapter of Diana Johnstone's
> "Fool's Crusade," a postmortem on the war in Kosovo.

-

> In contrast to sections of the radical movement that superimposed their
>own

> ideologies of liberation on "plucky" Albanians, Johnstone takes an

> unsentimental view of the Albanian society and culture. This involves at
> the

> outset a consideration of the importance of blood feuds as part of the

> 'Kanun' (orally transmitted code) among the clans that reside in the

> province's mountains. Even among themselves, the "Shqiptars” (a more
> common

> term than Kosovar or Albanian) would carry out vendettas from generation
> to

> generation. Johnstone writes:

>

> "The male members of the victim's family are under obligation to kill

> the

> person responsible, or any male member of his family. To escape revenge,

> the
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> men in a family caught in a blood feud may remain housebound for years, F

> while their women carry out the tasks necessary for survival. This

> custom 18

> reflected in the form of the typical Albanian rural home -- a

> wall-enclosed 6 4 D¢y,
> compound, which can serve as a defensive fortress." J
> Y,

> On the face of it, this does not appear to be fertile soil for the UZ

> growth of

> a socialist movement. Largely as a result of the failure of a coherent

> Albanian national movement to emerge, the region became part of

> Yugoslavia

> after the end of WWI. Johnstone does not really try to whitewash the

> record

> of Belgrade's role in assimilating Kosovo and even compares it to

> Zionism or

> other colonialisms.

>

> But is it fair to judge Titoist Yugoslavia from this perspective? There
>isa

> tendency to view the Albanian nationality through the prism of other

> oppressed groups such as the Kurds. For example, in a 1999 Z Magazine
> interview, Noam Chomsky said, "Or consider Turkey, a neighbor to the

> former

> Yugoslavia. By a very conservative estimate, Turkish repression of Kurds
>in

> the 1990s falls in the category of Kosovo." Unfortunately, there seems
>to be

> as much forethought in this comment as there was when Chomsky added his
> name

> to the CPD's anti-Cuba petition.

>

> Turkish repression against the Kurds means first and foremost the

> violent

> campaign against a language. Amir Hassanpour, a leading Kurdish scholar,
> has

> written in "Nationalism and Language in Kurdistan":

>

> "Physical violence and separation from one's own family were some of the
>

> other methods used in Turkish schools to prevent the student from

> speaking

> Kurdish. Students were also punished for speaking their language outside
> the

> classrooms during the breaks. Boarding schools were established in 1964,
>in

> order to isolate students for the greater part of the year and to

> encourage

> them to forget their mother tongue."

>

> Nothing like this ever happened to Albanians in Yugoslavia. From the

> time of

> the birth of Tito's Yugoslavia, not only was there an attempt to raise
> literacy levels throughout the republic, but in the native language of
> all
3-6-03



> the p_eoples. Johnstone claims, "Despite a severe shortage of able to
> provide

> a instruction in Albanian, serious efforts were made to educate the

> Albanians of Kosovo, including girls and women, in their own language."
> (Her

> source on this and many other matters of fact is Miranda Vickers's

> excellent

> "Between Serb and Albanian: a History of Kosovo," a reliable source
> despite
> Vigkers's open advocacy of Albanian nationalism.)
>
> Also, according to an Albanian professor at Pristina University in 1981,

p

> "not a single national minority in the world has achieved the rights

> that

> thie Albanian nationality enjoys in Socialist Yugoslavia," Only the

> Hungarians in Romaniaand the Swedes in Finland had sheir own

> universjties,

> but neither had the kind of autonomy enjoyed by the Albanians.

5%

> To continue the false analogy with the Kurds one step further, it is

> commonly acknowledged that the Ankara government withholds development
> funding for the Kurdish region. However, Belgrade introduced

> electrification, paved roads and sewages systems into Kosovo for the

> first

> time in its history.

=

> Despite such efforts, Albanian resentment grew. Even though it was

> progressive to allow Albanians to be taught in their own language, there
=

> were negative side effects. Since written Albanian was a relatively new

> phenomenon, there were no large-scale libraries in Kosovo that could

> serve

> education and technical advancement. Schooling in Serb would have

> provided

> greater access, but at the expense of nationalist resentment. Such are

> the

> contradictions of the national question in Yugoslavia that mattered

> little

> to European and North American radicals who proj ected their own

> schematic

> understandings on a poorly understood terrain.

>

> But no amount of affirmative action could make up for centuries of

> underdevelopment and a retrograde paternalistic social structure.

> Unemployment and illiteracy not only remained deeply entrenched but

> accelerated during the financial crisis of the 1980s. When Kosovo began
>to

> erupt in secessionist protests, Belgrade began to crack down. Despite

> all

> evidence to the contrary, the confrontation was most often viewed as a

> variation on the Turkey-Kurdish conflict.

>

> Once this view became popular in the world of Western NGO's, there was
> little that Yugoslavia could do to reverse the perception, just as there
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>1s

> glttle that Cuba can do today to reverse the perception in this milieu

> that

> it is a totalitarian dungeon. The only thing one can hope for is that

>the

> radical movement can view such things impartially. Given the defection
>ofa

> large part of the left into NGO liberalism, our work seems cut out for
>us

> today.

>

> The job of demonizing Yugoslavia fell to the National Endowment for

> Democracy (NED) just as it had a decade earlier in Nicaragua. The editor
>of

> Kosovo's main newspaper, which had become the beneficiary of NED and
> Soros

> Foundation largesse, announced that Kosovo had become "the world's

> biggest

> non-governmental organization." With NED funding, the Council for the
> Defense of Human Rights and Freedom circulated reports worldwide

> condemning

> Serb repression. Because the goal was secession, the reports had a

> one-sided

> character. In light of its historical record, is it of any wonder that

> Cuba

> would crack down on an NED inspired opposition? What is truly of wonder

>is

> the inability of people like Noam Chomsky to take this record into

> account

> before signing petitions on a half-cocked basis.

>

> NED funding made it possible for the Council to support a network of
> 2,000

> volunteers in the province while its inflammatory reports went out

> unimpeded

> to a score of human rights agencies and the media. Despite all this,

> Kosovo

> was characterized as being in the grips of a fierce repression that was
> likened to either Hitler's or Stalin's -- or in some quarters, a

> combination

> of the two.
>

> After NATO's war began, the Council continued to be the main source of
> "human rights abuses" in the west. It was joined by high officials of
zﬂGl:nnan government, who felt free to make up atrocity stories of the same
zlu:nd that marked recent media coverage of both wars in Iraq. Not only
z gg‘ense minister Rudolf Scharping claim that a genocide was in progress
S;?oscvo, it appeared to be carried out with a relish that might have even
: sh?cked the Nazi high command: "it is recounted that the foetus was cut
ou
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z of the body of a dead pregnant woman in order to roast it and then put
it

> back in the cut-open belly... that limbs and heads are systematically

> cut

> off, that sometimes they play football with heads..."

>

> In the aftermath of the ouster of the Serbs, the Milosevic government

> found

> itself the target of the same "human rights" intervention that had

> served

> N?TO'S goals in Kosovo itself. The USA openly poured money into coffers
>0

> rival parties, such as the one led by Zoran Djindjic, the recently

> assassinated politician who spearheaded privatization and austerity. The
> NED

> lavished millions of dollars on "Otpor" (Resistance), a youth group that
>

> expressed no other goal except to be "normal” on western terms. When the
>

> west is making war and enforcing economic hardship against "abnormal"
> forces

> in one's country, it is no wonder that many will seek this kind of

> normalcy.

> In Nicaragua, this is what Reagan called "crying uncle."

>

> In the first round of Serb elections on September 24, 2000, Milosevic
> failed

> to gain re-election but his rival Kostunica failed by 2 percent to

> achieve

> the 50 percent required for victory. Instead of following Yugoslav law,
> he

> encouraged the NED-funded opposition to take to the streets ina

> "democratic

> revolution." In practice this meant storming and setting fire to the

> parliament building, a so-called "symbol of the Milosevic regime."

> Images of

> this violent attack were depicted in an endless television loop

> reminiscent

> of the toppling of Saddam Hussein's statue. If this wasn't enough, a

> gang of

> thugs was bussed in from the town of Cacak, whose fiercely

> anti-Communist

> mayor Velimir Ilic openly boasted the deed and described his activists
> as

> "ex-parachute troops, former army and police officers as well as men who
> had

> fought in special forces." Some of these commandoes had undoubtedly
> fought

> in Croatia and Serbia, where the same kind of reckless and violent

> behavior

> on behalf of "ethnic cleansing” was now winning them plaudits from

> exactly

> the same panoply of "human rights" leftists who had urged military

> intervention to stop Serb aggression in the first place.

>

Pagina 53 van 58

3-6-03




» Pagina 54 van 58
& >
> POSTSCRIPT
>
> In her discussion of the Albanian lobby in the United States, Johnstone \ &H C kg APimS

> makes it clear that the Balkans policy was very much a bipartisan

> affair. POty WEs ey e Poks un,
> Although the prime mover in this lobby was a Republican named Joseph

> DioGuardi, who was of partial Albanian descent, it also tapped into the

> Clinton campaign through the auspices of Ilir Zherka, an

> Albanian-American.

> Although the Clinton campaign was anxious to court the ethnic vote, no

> Serbs

> were invited to apply.

=~

> One of the most important lobbyists for the Kosovo cause, however, was a
p-2

> Croatian. Mira Radievolic Barrata, who went to work for Robert Dole in
> 1989,

> was credited for pushing Congress to lift the arms embargo against

> Bosnian

> Muslims, a key demand of Joanne Landy, Danny "the Red" Cohn-Bendit and
> other

> rightward-lurching members of the 1960s generation. Among Baratta's

> biggest

> boosters in Washington were some names that are no doubt familiar:

> Richard

> Perle, Paul Wolfowitz and Jeanne Kirkpatrick. Long before these

> characters

> had been identified as exclusively promoting Zionist interests

> worldwide,

> they had no problem raising support for the Muslim cause in Bosnia,

> whose

> field combatants included many of the same elements now demonized by the
>

> very same neoconservatives. As Perle himself was an adviser to the

> Bosnian

> Muslims in the Dayton Peace Talks, one can easily conclude that the only
=

> constant in all of this is dedication to US imperial interests, and not

>to

> any particular deity.

>

> Although there has been emphatic denial in establishment quarters that

> material self-interest — especially related to oil - explained'the

> wars :

> against Yugoslavia and Iraq (less so in the latter case), it became very

>

> clear after the victory in the Balkans that long-term geopolitical

> interests '

> were key. Nothing symbolized this more than Camp Bondsteel, a permanent
> base

> for US troops in Kosovo. This base dominates a strategic corridor in

> Kosovo

> guarding mountain passes and in close proximity to Thessalonika, a key
> Greek
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> port.
>

> Johnstone describes Camp Bondsteel as a self-sufficient high tech

> enclave.

> Brown and Root, a subsidiary of Halliburton, whose CEO was Dick Cheney,
> supplies all the basics, including electricity, transport, fire

> department,

> etc. When George W. Bush chose to sign a bill that increased military

> spending by 1.9 billion dollars, he chose to commemorate it at Camp

> Bondsteel. So those who yearn for a return to the good old days of a

> D;;:mocranc presidency might give careful consideration to the way that
>a

> this played out during Clinton's term in office. When it comes to

> defending

> US long-term imperial interests, it is strictly a bipartisan affair.

>

> Furthermore, if something like Camp Bondsteel and the Albanian lobby
> represent the convergence of class interests between the two major

> parties,

> so does the NATO victory itself represent the affinity between Europe
> and

> the United States. This old boys club has been around since the 1500s
> practically. Except for some unpleasantries in 1914 and then again in

> 1940,

> the imperialists have always stood on the opposite side of the

> barricades of

> the colonized, The Italian Prime Minister Massimo D'Alema summed up this
-

> relationship as follows:

>

> "The crisis of Kosovo created new networks of relations. For example,
> the

> daily teleconferences between the Foreign Ministers of five countries:
> the

> United States, Germany, Great Britain, France and Italy. With Kosovo, we
B

> entered such a group. It isn't written in any official document, but in

> fact, around Kosovo was born a sort of Club. It's difficult to define

> the

> rules of membership in the noble circle of the great, there exists no

> statute."”

>

> Only the French foreign minister, Hubert Védrine, found himself capable
>of

> striking a discordant note. He warned that the bloodletting in the

> Balkans

> was disturbingly similar to the "civilizing mission" of nineteenth

> century

> French imperialists and to the "white man's burden" celebrated by

> Rudyard

> Kipling. It is no accident that the bourgeois intelligentsia, including

> figures such as NYU's Niall Ferguson, has begun speaking openly of the
> benefits of imperialism to the benighted denizens of the South.

>
> In a very real sense, the clock has been tumed back to this period.
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> With

> the collapse of the Soviet Union, the old justification for imperialist

> Intervention is no longer possible. Containing Communism has given way
>toa

> new set of rationalizations that were mobilized prior to October 1917.

> When

> the imperialists conducted "rescues" against the Mahdists, the Boxers or
> the

> Sepoys, the excuse was always about protecting innocent civilians and
> wiping

> out backward, atavistic revolts.

>

> For those who have had a hard time figuring out why such a large swath
>of

> the left defected into the imperialist camp, we would remind them that
> history has a tendency to repeat itself -- hopefully not in a Viconian

> sense.

;-

> In a January 5, 1898 article titled "The Struggle of Social Democracy

> and

> the Social Revolution," Social Democratic leader Eduard Bernstein made
> the

> case for colonial rule over Morocco. Drawing from English socialist

> Cunningham Graham's travel writings, Bernstein stated that there was

> absolutely nothing admirable about Morocco. In such countries where
> feudalism is mixed with slavery, a firm hand is necessary to drag the

> brutes

> into the civilized world:

=

> "There is a great deal of sound evidence to support the view that, in

> the

> present state of public opinion in Europe, the subjection of natives to

> the

> authority of European administration does not always entail a worsening
> of

> their condition, but often means the opposite. However much violence,
> fraud,

> and other unworthy actions accompanied the spread of European rule in
> earlier centuries, as they often still do today, the other side of the

> picture is that, under direct European rule, savages are without

> exception

> better off than they were before.

>

> "However much violence, fraud, and other unworthy actions accompanied
> the

> spread of European rule in earlier centuries, as they often still do

> today,

> the other side of the picture is that, under direct European rule,

> savages

> are without exception better off than they were before. Even before the
> arrival of Europeans in Africa, brutal wars, robbery, and slavery were

> not

> unknown. Indeed, they were the regular order of the day. What was

> unknown

> was the degree of peace and legal protection made possible by European
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> institutions and the consequent sharp rise in food resources..."
e

> Let's be clear about the division on the left that emerged with the wars
>1n

> ‘{lugoslavia, that continued with the recently concluded war in Iraq and

> that

> now figures in the Cuba petition controversies. It is fundamentally a

> prot.:]efn of what was known commonly in the Marxist movement as 'social
> patriotism'. Th:e.tendency of some leftists, especially those who enjoy

> privileged positions as trade union bureaucrats, parliamentarians,

> professors and journalists, to tail end the foreign policy initiatives
S

> including warfare -- of their own bourgeoisie has been around since the
> earliest days of imperialism. Our task, of course, is to delineate clear
>

> class lines and mobilize working people and their allies to destroy this
>

> irrational system that threatens not only the people of the South but us
> as

> well. As Marx once said, as long as the Irish are unfree, the British

> workers cannot be free. Substitute Yugoslavia or Iraq for Ireland (still
>

> unfree) and the task remains the same.

>

>

>

> Diana Johnstone, FOOLS' CRUSADE Yugoslavia, NATO and Western Delusions,
> Monthly Review Press, New York, N.Y, 2002; ISBN 1-58367-084-X, and Pluto
>

> Press, London, UK., Sept. 2002; ISBN 0745319505.

-

> The book can be ordered on-line directly from Monthly Review Press at,

> http://www.monthlyreview.org/storefmt.htm.

> It can also be ordered on-line directly from Pluto Press at,

>
https://secure.metronet.co.uk/pluto/cgi-bin/web_store/web_store.cgi?sc_query

_subject=International%20Studies.
>

vvvvvv
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>

> Louis Proyect is a computer programmer at Columbia University and a

> long-time peace activist and socialist. He is also the moderator of the

> Marxism mailing list at www.marxmail.org. He writes a bi-monthly book
> review

> for Swans.

>

> Please, feel free to insert a link to this article on your Web site or

>to

> disseminate its URL on your favorite lists, quoting a few paragraphs or

> providing a summary. However, please DO NOT steal, scavenge or repost
> this

> work without the expressed written authorization of Swans. This material
>is

> copyrighted, ? Louis Proyect 2003. All rights reserved. J
=

—
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documentaire De bibliotheek brandt wat

hij deed toen hij eind augustus 1992 de
vlammen uit de nationale bibliotheek in Sara-
jevo zag slaan. Rennen, zo hard hij kon, naar de
studio van Radio Bosnia. Aldoor schrecuwend:
'De bibliotheek staat in brand!’ Zodat binnen
korte tijd iedereen op de hoogte was. Ondertus-
sen probeerden een paar mensen te redden wat
erte redden viel. Een schrale troost, bestaande
uit enkele dozen boeken die in de kelder ston-
den opgeslagen.
Bijna honderd jaar oud was het gebouw. De
trots van de stad. Tot het Servische leger het
hestookte met brandbommen, een paar uur
nadat de watertoevoer was afgesloten. Hoe gro-
ter de vernietiging, hoe doeltreffender. Twee
dagen lang brandde de bibliotheek, met daarin
ruim twee miljoen boeken. En een bibliotheca-
resse. In de stad sneeuwde het zwart verbrande
papiersnippers.

EEN THEATERCRITICUS verteltin de

58 EE

B WERELDEN: DE
© BIBLIOTHEEK RRANDT,
NEDERLAND 1,

De nationale bibliotheek
4l - (achtergrond) in Sarajevo

De film De bibliotheek brandt is een combinatie
van archiel, fictie eninterviews. De archiefbeel-
den maken de ellende van toen weer voelbaar,
de wat pathetische fictieve elementen (jongetje
rent in blauw licht door gangen, eindeloos
brandende boeken, mistige bossen en grafzer-
ken, alles begeleid door gedragen muziek) lij-
ken een poétische becloeling te hebben, maar
vooral de interviews met bij de bibliotheek
betrokkenen maken duidelijk dat de Serviérs in
hun opzet geslaagd zijn. De vernietiging is
totaal, de schade onherstelbaar, het verdriet
groot,

Herinneringen aan de bibliotheek komen bij-
voorbeeld van de directeur. Staand in het skelet
van de grote hal vol met puin zegt hij er de aan-
wezigheid van mensen en boeken nog steeds te
voelen. Hij hoopt dat er op een dag genoeg geld
beschikbaar zal komep gm het gebouw volle-
dig te renoveren.

De secretaresse die twintig jaar in de biblio-

(1 sneeuw

theek heeft zewerkt, waande zich er een konin-
gin in cen kasteel. Een dichter kwam er graag
om zich omringd te weten door kennis en een
vrachtwagenchauffeur zou het verbranden van
zijn eigen huis minder erg gevonden hebben.

Z2-33~?2 UUR
/ 7 ¢ /Zeﬂietgcbuuwi waarvan nu alleen de grootste

nuren nog overeind staan, begon in 1896 als
stadhuis, Van 1910 tot de Eerste Wereldoorlog
zetelde er het Bosnische parlement. Daarna
werd het ingericht als de nationale bibliotheek
waar Bosnische, katholicke, joodse, Servische
en andere boeken zij aan zij stonden.
Tot de gemoederen dermate verhit waren
(Karadjic vergelijkt in een oud [ragment in de
film de mix van Bosniérs en Serviers als een
combinatie van water en olie; mengen zal het
nooit) dat niets meer aan het gedeelde verleden
maocht herinneren,
Weg dus met die bibliotheek. De plek waar de
zielvan de stad gehuisvest was, volgens de eer-
der genoemde theatercriticus. Waar datgene
waarin mensen onsterfelijk zijn werd geher-
bergd: hun werk. Als die kunstwerken vervol-
gens vernietigd worden, is het eindeloze, het
universele, het eeuwige voorgoed verloren.
De dichter is ook verdrietig, maar ziet het iets
minder zwart. Hij denkt dat de geest van een
boek niet te doden is, dat die zal leven zolang er
mensen zijn. De paar flarden tekst van een ver-
brande pagina die bij hem naar binnen waaide,
heeft hij ingelijst. ‘Het leek een boodschap!
AvdE
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Sagittarius
Van: “lan Johnson" <i-johnson@lineone.net>
Aan: <Undisclosed-Recipient::>

Verzonden:  zondag 4 mei 2002 14:02
Onderwerp:  CDSM:Fw: [sorabia] Declassified Documents on

— Original Message —

From: Branka josilo-perry

To: Marbles

Sent: Saturday, May 03, 2003 5:25 PM

Subject: FW: [sorabia] Declassified Documents on Yugoslavia

For your information.

Sent: Friday, May 02, 2003 10:43 PM
Subject: [sorabia] Declassified Documents on Yugoslavia

Hey all,

just wanted to give a heads-up to those with access to the Expanded Academic ASAP (available
through most University on-line library resources) databases, that the Declassified Documents
Reference Section of the database (at the bottom of the page) contains very interesting material
on Yugoslavia, with material ending in mid-1988. Already at this time the shifts in US policy are
becoming noticeable and some interesting themes have emerged from my cursory glance at the
documents:

- the priority in most documents is the emphasis on pushing through of neoliberal reforms -
despite the destabilizing risks entailed - and achieving an agreement with the IMF

- the documents argue that even if there is a "nationalist backlash" against the West's attempts
at imposing a new economic order on the country, that it still could control Yugeslavia - since
nearly 50% of Yugoslavia's export earnings in the mid-1980s were going to service the debi! -
and that an anti-Western government would be severly constrained

- the "reformist" republics of Croatia and Slovenia are championed as the keys to reform of the
system :

- the "passing of the Partizan generation" and the weakining of the "southem republics” is
applauded as opening the way for "reformist” forces

- West German interests are seen to be growing in the region (the relevant section is three
sentences long, with the middle sentence blacked-out by censors)

- a September 1987 document on US-Yugoslav talks on drug-policy - where Yugoslav officials
brought up the issue of drug-money financing seperatist activity in Kosovo and links to
Diasporas in the US and W. Germany - is still heavily sanitized (nearly half-the document is
blacked out); although there is enough in there to prove that US officials were made aware of
these linkages as early as the mid-1980s

- one learns that people like Mamula - who was a key official in the JNA (and very pro-

communist) - and Milosevic are identified as key anti-reform "conservatives" (i.e. not nationalists,

but pro-communist officials); there is a sentiment in the US intel-documents of the era that some
Yugoslav communists are becoming more "conservative" than the Soviets on many fronts

- the unprecedented wave of federation wide strikes and the relatively cordial relations between
all nationalities in Yugoslavia, with the exception of inter-ethnic tensions in Kosovo (particularly
emphasizes warm Serb-Croat relations), is noted

- the most recent declassified document, dated August 14, 1988 however, talks about Milosevic
as a "nationalist" for adopting the Kosovo issue (the document notes that 30,000 Serbs had left
the province since 1981) and argues that the issue is straining not only relations in Kosovo, but
in the federation more generally

- after a Balkan Foreign Ministers meeting in Belgrade in late 1987/early 1988, the US
intelligence briefing notes that "Movement in areas were there are clear differences of views,
such as a Balkan nuclear and chemical weapons free zone, will be even more difficult - which
should suit US interests perfectly"; the document also implicitly applauds the other foreign
minister's for resisting the Greek PASOK/Socialist government's attempts to deepen Balkan
integration and formalize cooperation between regional states

- Yugoslav intelligence officials are seen to be stone-walling American officials on the

5-5-03



Pagina 2 van 2

whereabouts of Palestinian “terrorists" known to have transite

officials claim é el ' 1o ha d Yugoslav territory, while US
the USA that their hands are fied in dealing with anti-Yugoslav emigre groups operating in
-1n a July 1987 4o

a. cument, one seemingly “s ic" i i
avisiting Yugoslav delegation that the ggg Al il et - oo oo e

litics" > goslav option is loosing out in Congress, since "ethnic
g?l ’é‘g}r‘[;’;;;‘w important to US Con.grgss:onal politics and organized lobbies are working hard
fhisre e B g support for Yugoslavia in Congress. The official argues that since Tito's passing,
various ¥ en no T?CUQHIz.abla symbol/figure that could win sympathy for Yugoslavia and that
ugoslav Diaspora's have been exploiting this void to press their own interests.
Anyway, thought, you'd all be int

A erested in these bits of information. is i
marginal stuff they decread oo iInformation. And this is only from the

hy to declassify.

cheers!
Kole

"3 Group Moderator: sorabia-cwner@yahoogroups.com
page at http://magazine.sorabia. net

for more informations about current situation in Serbia http://www.sorabia.net

Slusajte GLAS SORABIJE nas talk internet-radio (Serbian Only)
http://radio.sorabia.net

Your use of Yahoo! Groups is subject to the Yahoo! Terms of Service
<hitp:/Adocs.yahoo.com/info/terms/> .

Deze e-mail is door E-mail Virus Scan van Het Net gecontroleerd op virussen. Zie voor meer
informatie: http://www.hetnet.nl/evs/

&
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Sagittarius

Van: "CDSM" <cdsm_b@btopenworld.com>

Aan: <Undisclosed-Recipient:;>

Verzonden: vrijdag 28 maart 2003 1:34

Onderwerp: Fw: Yugoslavia Unraveled book (RGC Thomas,

—— Original Message —

From: George C. Thomas

To: raju.thomas@marquette edu

Sent: Thursday, March 27, 2003 1:27 PM

Subject: Yugoslavia Unraveled book (RGC Thomas, editor)

1 would be grateful if all of you would recommend my edited book for libraries, promote it in newspapers and bulletins,
and if you could invest in $85 in ordering the book.

Here is the Website for the edited book. Click on URL below for ordering information, synopsis, and
advance reviews by Robert Jensen (Texas), Barry Posen (MIT), David Binder (New York Times),
Ted Galen Carpenter (CATO), Nikolaos Stavrou (Mediterranean Quarterly).

Raju

hitp://www.lexingtonbooks.com/Catalog/SingleBook. shtm|?

command=Search&db="DB/CATALOG.db&eqSKUdata=0739105175

YUGOSLAVIA UNRAVELED:

SOVEREIGNTY, SELF-DETERMINATION, INTERVENTION
Raju G. C. Thomas, Editor

Lanham, Maryland: Lexington Books, January 2003

TABLE OF CONTENTS
Contributors
PROLOGUE: Making War, Peace and History- Raju G. C. Thomas

PART ONE: NATIONS, STATES AND NATIONALISM

1. Sovereignty, Self-Determination, Secession: Principles and Practice - Raju G. C. Thomas, Marquette University

2. The Future of Nationalisms Michael Mandelbaum, SAIS, Johns Hopkins University

3. Religion and War: Fault Lines in the Balkan Enigma P. H. Liotta, U.S. Naval War College.

4. Transnational Causes of Genocide: Or How the West Inadvertently Exacerbates Ethnic Conflict Alan J. Kuperman,

Johns Hopkins University, Bologna
5. Economic Aspects of Yugoslavia's Disintegration - Milica Z. Bookman, St. Joseph’s University
6. International Policy in Southeastern Europe: A Diagnosis - Gordon N. Bardos, Columbia University

PART TWO: WARS, WAR CRIMES AND INTERNATIONAL LAW

7. Wars, Humanitarian Intervention and International Law: Perceptions and Reality Raju G. C.
Thomas, Marquette University

8. The Use of Refugees as Political and Military Weapons in the Kosovo Conflict - Kelly M.
Greenhill, Harvard University and MIT

9. Propaganda System One: From Diem and Arbenz to Milosevic Edward S. Herman, Emeritus
Professor, University of Pennsylvania

10, Biased "Justice:" Human Rightsism and the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former
Yugoslavia - Robert M. Hayden, University of Pittsburgh

11. Ilegal Wars, Collateral Damage and International Criminal Law Michael Mandel, York
University Law School, Canada

12. “Intervention in Ethnic Civil Wars and Exit Strategies: Lessons from South Asia” - Maya
Chadda, William Patterson University and Columbia University
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CONTRIBUTING EDITOR

per’s Perspective - Lt. General Satish Nambiar,

ﬁﬁ;ﬁeﬁé %nriﬁr]:?ﬁ%sﬁjlthe P;(lhs %h‘almers' Distinguished Professor of International Affairs at
(19801981 and 1985.1080 WSI(I: ]f.e, 1sconsin. He was a Visiting Fellow at Harvard University
1989), the Intouner “ ), A (1982-1983), the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (1988-
Wiscc;nsin-Madizo r?mliggd,s“%ne for Strategic Studies in London (199 1-1992), and the University of
i _ ison ( ). Between 1992 and 1997, he was the Co-director of the University of

1sconsin at Milwaukee and Marquette University’s Joint Center for International Studies. Thomas'
dozen i?ooks and edited/coedited books include The Defence of India: A Budgetary Perspective
Mamu]lpn—hdxa, 1978); Indian Security Policy (Princeton University Press, 1986); South Asian
Security in the 1990s (IISS-London/Oxford University Press, 1993); Democracy Security and
Development in India (St. Martin,s Press/Macmillan, 1996); The Great Power Triangle and Asian
Security (Lexington Books, 1982); Energy and Security in the Industrializing World (University
Press of Kentucky, 1990); Perspectives on Kashmir (Westview Press, 1992); The South Slav
Conflict: History, Religion, Nationalism and War (Garland/Taylor & Francis, 1996); The Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Regime (Macmillan & St. Martin's Press, 1998); India s Nuclear Security (Lynne
Rienner/Sage, 2000); and Nuclear India in the 21st Century (Palgrave-Macmillan, 2002). From1997
to 2001, he wrote most of the sections on India for Jane’s Sentinel/Jane’s Information of Great
Britain. Currently, he is working on two book manuscripts, /ndia’s Search for Security, and Markets
and Politics in India, and co-editing with Stanley Wolpert a 4-volume Encyclopedia of India under
contract with Macmillan-Gale. Thomas has published over 70 book chapters and articles in
academic journals. He has delivered numerous overseas lectures in India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka,
Britain, Canada, Australia, Japan, Malaysia, Singapore, South Korea, Sweden, France, and
Germany. Between 1965 and 1969, he worked for British multinational corporations in India.
Thomas has an M. A. degree in Industrial and Monetary Economics from Bombay University, a
B.Sc Econ. degree in Economics and International History from the London School of Economics,
an M.A. in International Relations from the University of Southern California, and a Ph.D. in
Political Science from UCLA.

CONTRIBUTORS

GORDON H. BARDOS is Assistant Director of the Harriman Institute Columbia University. . Mr.
Bardos also serves as Executive Director of the Association for the Study of Nationalities (ASN), the
world's largest scholarly organization devoted to the study of the problems of nationalism and ethnic
conflict in the post-communist world. Since 1998, he has also worked as a Balkans consultant for
Freedom House. A specialist on Southeastern Europe, he has written extensively on various aspects
of the crisis in the former Yugoslavia. His recent articles are “Balkan Blowback? Osama Bin Laden
and Southeastern Europe” in Mediiterranean Quarterly, and “The Bosnian Cold War: Politics,
Society and International Engagement After Dayton,” in the Harriman Review. Primary research
interests include problems of democracy in a multinational environment, comparative state- and
nation-building processes, and the role of Islamic fundamentalist groups in Southeastern Europe. He
is completing his Ph.D. at Columbia University.

MILICA Z BOOKMAN is a professor of economics at St. Joseph s University in Philadelphia. She
was educated at Brown University, London School of Economics and Temple University. She is the
author of eight books, including Ethnic Groups in Motion (Frank Cass, 2002); After Involuntary
Migration (Lexington Books, 2002); The Demogaphic Struggle for Power: The Political Economy of
Demographic Engineering in the Modern World (Frank Cass, 1997); Economic Decline and
Nationalism in the Balkans (Palgrave-Macmillan, 1994); The Economics of Secession (Palgrave-
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Hacmillan, 1552); The Political Economy Discontinuous De velopment: Regional Disparities and

ﬁifé’f'Reff?a;, Cor?ﬂicf (Praege_r Publishers, 1991). Her articles have appeared in Journal of Peace
Research, m ies in Campffrarwe International Development, Soviet Studies, Communist Economies
and Economic Transformation, as well as in numerous edited volumes.

::3:;3 Sﬁgﬁgﬁaﬂr&fesssor t?]f pollugal sciepce at Willian} Paterson University of New Jersey
o e Southern A:nnan .Instltute, Cqurpb:a University. She has taught in the past
yn College, New York University, and Cambridge University. Chadda holds an M.A. in
Government from NYU and a Ph. D. from the Graduate Faculty, The New School of Social
Researqh. Her publications include Indo-Soviet Relations (Bombay, Vora & Co.); Paradox of Power:
The U_mred States Policy in Southwest Asia (Santa Barbara, California, Clio Press); Ethnicity
Security and Separatism in South Asia ( New York, Columbia University press/Oxford University
press':) and Building Democracy in South Asia: India, Pakistan and Nepal (Lynne Rienner
P‘ubhshers,lﬁ‘fa‘?). She frequently contributes to academic journals and news papers. She is sought
after for speaking engagements in public fora and frequently for expert opinion in mainstream
television media. Maya Chadda has worked to the United Nations Development Program (UNDP)
United Nations Family Planning Agency (UNFPA) as a consultant. In 1998 she was appointed the
Director of Undergraduate Research for William Paterson University responsible for setting up grant
and scholarship program and served on the review board of the Woodrow Wilson Center and United
States Institute of Peace, Washington D. C. and as a consultant to the John D. and Katherine T.
MacArthur Foundation. Chadda is the US editor of Global Review of Ethnopolitics (UK) and a
recipient of several grants, including the Rockefeller Residency Fellowship at Bellagio, Italy. In
1998 she was given the Excelsior award for excellence in academic achievement by the Association
of Indians in America and the Network of Indian Professionals and is a member of the Council on
Foreign Relations. Chadda currently serves on the Joint Task force of the CFR and Asia Society on

South Asia.

KELLY M. GREENHILL is a 2002-2003 Olin National Security Fellow at Harvard University and
a Ph.D. candidate in the Department of Political Science at the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology (M.L.T.), where she is completing a dissertation on the use of refugees as asymmetric
weapons and bargaining tools. Ms. Greenhill has conducted research and analysis for a variety of
organizations, including the U.S. Department of Defense, the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR), and the Ford Foundation. Her work has appeared in journals such as Security
Studies, Breakthroughs, and Conflict, Security, and Development (CSD). She holds a bachelor's
degree in Political Economy and in Scandinavian Studies from the University of California,
Berkeley, a master's degree in Political Science from M.L'T., and a C.8.S. in International

Management from Harvard University.

ROBERT M. HAYDEN is Professor and Director of the Center for Russian and East European
Studies at the University of Pittsburgh. He received his law degree (1978) and PhD in anthropology
(1981) from the State University of New York at Buffalo. He is an anthropologist oflawand
politics, concentrating on the invacation, manipulation, and change of normative systems of social
ordering. He has done extensive work on the reconstruction of states and nations in t'he former
Yugoslavia, following extensive fieldwork there. He has also done fieldwork in India and among the
Senecas of New York state, and has also written on issues concerning the American legal system
and its role in society. His most recent publication is Blueprints for a House DividedThe
Constitutional Logic of the Yugoslav Conflicts, (University of Michigan Press, 1999)

EDWARD S. HERMAN is a Professor Emeritus of Finance at the Wharton School, University of
Pennsylvania, where he gave courses in micro- and macro-economics and financial regulation for 30
years. He also taught courses on The Political Economy of the Mass Media and on The Analysis of
Media Bias at the Annenberg School of Communication at Penn for a decade. He has a Ph.D. in
Economics from the University of California, Berkeley, and has written extensively on economics,
political economy, foreign policy, and media analysis. He has a regular "Fog Watch" column in the
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pmonthly .Z Magaz-m.e and has published numerous articles on economics, finance, foreign policy

and medxa’analysm in a wide array of professional and popular journals. Among his 22 published,
books are The Political Economy of Human Rights (2 vols, with Noam Chomsky, South End Press
1979)_; Corporate Control, Corporate Power (Cambridge University Press, 1981); Demonstration :
Elections: U.S.-Staged Elections in the Dominican Republic, Vietnam, and El Salvador (with Frank
Bmd.head? South End Press, 1984); Manufacturing Consent: The Political Economy of the Mass
Media (with Noam Chomsky, Pantheon, 1988); The "Terrorism" Indusitry (with Gerry O'Sullivan,
Pantheon, 1990); Beyond Hypocrisy: Decoding the News in an Age of Propaganda, With a
Do:flflespeak Dictionary (South End Press, 1992); Triumph of the Market: Essays on Economics,
Politics, and the Media (South End Press, 1995); The Myth of the Liberal Media: An Edward
Herman Reader (Peter Lang, 1999). Most recently he published Degraded Capability: Media
Coverage of the Kosovo War (co-edited with Philip Hammond, Pluto Press, 2000.)

AlfAN J. KUPERMAN is Assistant Professor of International Relations at Johns Hopkins
University’s School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS) in Bologna, Italy. He is author of one
book, The Limits of Humanitarian InterventionGenocide in Rwanda (Brookings, 2001), a chapter in
The New American Interventionism: Successes and Failures (Columbia University Press, 1999), and
a PhD dissertation, Tragic Challenges and the Moral Hazard of Humanitarian Intervention: How
and Why Ethnic Groups Provoke Genocidal Retaliation (MIT, 2002). He also has published articles
in Foreign Affairs, Political Science Quarterly, the Washington Post, the Wall Street Journal, and
other journals and newspapers. He has received fellowships from the University of Southern
California’s Center for International Studies, Harvard University’s Belfer Center for Science and
International Affairs, the U.S. Institute of Peace, the Harvard-MIT MacArthur Transnational Security
Program, the Brookings Institution, and the Institute for the Study of World Politics. Prior to his
academic career, he worked as legislative director to Congressman Charles Schumer, legislative
assistant to Speaker of the House Tom Foley, fellow at the U.S. Agency for International
Development, and legislative director of the Nuclear Control Institute, a nonproliferation advocacy
group. He holds a PhD in Political Science from MIT, a Master's degree in International Relations
and International Economics from SAIS, and a Bachelor's degree from Harvard University.

PETER H. LIOTTA holds the Jerome E. Levy Chair of Economic Geography and National
Security at the U.S. Naval War College. Previously he served as Fulbright scholar in Yugoslavia and
as a military attache to the Hellenic Republic. He has traveled extensively throughout the former
Soviet Union, Europe and the Balkan peninsula. The author of 10 books and over 250 articles in the
fields as diverse as poetry, criticism, education, international security, intervention ethics, and
foreign policy analysis, his work has been translated into Arabic, Bosnian, Bulgarian, French, Greek,
Ttalian, Japanese, Macedonian, Russian, Serbo-Croatian and Spanish. Among his books are
Dismembering the State: The Death of Yugoslavia and Why It Matters (Lexington Books, 2001),and
the earlier The Wreckage Reconsidered: Five Oxymorons from Balkan Deconstruction (Lexington
Books, 1999). He has received a Pulitizer Prize nomination and National Endowment for the Arts
literature fellowship, as well as the first Jnternational Quarterly Crossing Boundaries Award and the
Robert H. Winner Award from the Poetry Society of America. A member of the advisory board for
the Research Institute for European and American Studies, he has also been a visiting lecturer at the
University of Athens and Complutense University in Madrid,and visiting writer at SUNY
Binghamton and the California Institute for the Arts.

MICHAEL MANDEL is Professor of Law at Osgoode Hall Law School of York University in
Toronto where he has taught since 1974. He received his LL.B from Osgoode in 1972, his B.C.L.
from Oxford University in 1973 and became Barrister and Solicitor of the Supreme Court of Ontario
in 1976. Professor Mandel has held visiting professorships at law faculties in Israel (the Hebrew
University of Jerusalem) and Italy (Torino and Bologna,where runs a semi-annual exchange program
for Canadian students). He was a Jean Monnet Fellow at the European University Institute in Fiesole
in 1991, Professor Mandel's primary scholarly interests are in international criminal law and
comparative constitutional law. His book on the Canadian constitution, The Charter of Rights and the
Legalization of Politics in Canada is in its second edition and has been translated into French as La
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harte des Droi;i et Libt‘ill'té; ela jucgcia.risation du politique au Canada. He has also published many
:les in journals, in collections and as occasional i i

articles in Jourmn= : ers. ent contributor to the op-
ges of Canada’s newspapers and is often heard on radio and television. Michael Mandel has zlpwiirs

nuclear disarmament and is a member of the

ace Now. In May 1999, he led an international
team of lawyers who broyght formal complaints of war crimes against 68 NATO leaders befor:t1 the
e Former Yug

r : i oslavia, Heis currently co-chair of Lawyers
Against the War, an international group of jurists formed in 2001 to oppose America's so-:;ﬂed
"War on Terror."

MICHAEL MANDELBAUM is the Christian A. He

Foreign Policy at the Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies in Washington, D.C.

His essay in this volume is adapted from his editor's Introduction and Conclusion to The New
European Diasporas: Nationa] Minorities and Conflict in Eastern Europe (New York: The Council
on Foreign Relations, 2000). He is the editor of eleven other books and the author or co-author of
eight, the most recent of which is The Ideas that Conquered the World: Peace, Democracy and Free
Markets in the Twenty-First Century (PublicAffairs, 2002). He received his Ph.D. in political
science from Harvard University.

rter Professor and Director of American

Lt. General SATISH NAMBIAR (Retd.) is currently the Director of the United Services Institution
of India, a defense and military think tank in New Delhi. Earlier, General Nambiar was the first
UNPROFOR commander in the former Yugoslavia March 1992 to March 1993 He was former
Director General of Military Operations and Deputy Chief of Army Staff, Indian Army. He has
published articles on the events in the former Yugoslavia and contributed a chapter of his
peacekeeping experience. He has been involved as a commentator and advisor in India dealing with
the war in the Kargil sector of Kashmir, and the violent secessionist movement in that Muslim
majority province of India that carry some parallels with the Kosovo and Chechnya situations.

Deze e-mail is door E-mail Virus Scan van Het Net gecontroleerd op virussen. Zie voor meer
informatie: hitp://www.hetnet.nl/evs/
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Van: "CDSM" <cdsm_b@btopenworld.com>

Aan: <Undisclosed-Recipient:;>

.Vc_a_rzonden: vrijdag 28 maart 2003 1:44

Bijlage: vukovar8.html

Onderwerp: BEGINNING OF ARMED CONFLICTS AROUND

http://www.balkan-archive.org.yu/politics/war_crimes/vukovar/vukovar8.html

CRIMES WITHOUT PUNISHMENT, Vojin Dabic, Ksenija Lukic

BEGINNING OF ARMED CONFLICTS AROUND VUKOVAR

When most Serbs had already fled from Vukovar as the result of
intimidation, mass arrests and liquidation’s, Franjo TUDJMAN, president
of the Republic of Croatia said, during his visit to this city on 24 July
1991, that he came there because he wanted to personally "assist in the
resolution of conflict which broke out between six local communities
which decided to barricade themselves and detached from other parts of
the municipality". Then he added: "We believe that it is extremely hard to
live under such circumstances and we will lend the opportunity to these
citizens to open up so that we can start to live normally. Naturally, no
conditions should be imposed, instead the law and constitution should be
let to function and institutions of the system discharge their duties on the
entire territory of Vukovar municipality."24 Though his statement seemed
as an indication of readiness to political dialogue, it was extremely
hypocritical, because it was delivered in the city in which Serb population
was at that time systematically persecuted and enjoyed no legal
protection, nor rights and liberties guaranteed by the constitution. It was
the time when in Vukovar, and in most villages in Vukovar municipality
under Croatian control, not a single government institution functioned,
while ethnically pure Croatian police, which was in charge of protecting
the citizens, did nothing to protect the harassed ethnic Serbs from the
violence of Croatian armed forces and Croatian Democratic Union party
militia. Sorbs were more or less safe only in the mentioned "six local
communities which”, according to Franjo TUDJMAN, "decided to
barricade themselves and detach from other parts of the municipality”.
With such an action, Serbs in barricaded villages jeopardized no one but
owing to the fact that they self- organized and took charge of their
security they remained outside the reach of the Croatian repressive
apparatus. Croatian police and ZNG of the Republic in Croatia in
Vukovar were not strong enough to deblock the barricaded Serb villages
through an armed action and to forcibly establish the Croatian authority
in them or, more precisely, to purge them from Serb population, as they

" had already done in Vukovar. The obstacle to this was, among other

things, the fact that a strong YPA garrison was stationed in the city which
could interfere in case of a Croatian assault on Serb villages and prevent
the outbreak of wider confrontation. Attempting to exclude such a
possibility, preparing at the same time for forcible resolution of the crisis
in Vukovar municipality, Croatian armed forces, following the order of
Viadimir SEKS, chairman of the Emergency Headquarters for Slavonia
and Baranya, blocked the Vukovar garrison with an intention to prevent
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YPA troops from exiting the barracks.

At the beginning of Croatian-Serbian confrontation in Vukovar
municipality, YPA troops in the Vukovar garrison, acting upon the order
of army leadership and Presidency of SW Yugoslavia, did not interfere in
the conflict, but tried to act as a kind of impartial peace force. However,
they were inconsistent in these efforts - for instance, they interfered on 2
May 1991 in Borovo Selo to save Croatian policemen, but stayed in the
barracks when Croatian armed forces spearheaded forcipble "cleansing”
actions in Borovo Naselje (4 July) and Luzac (25 July) against the Serb
population. Their members, with the exception of reserve troops from
Vukovar, moved freely about the town even when Vukovar Serbs could
practically no longer get out of their houses. The first major incident
between YPA and armed members of the Croatian Democratic Union
party militia occurred on 20 August 1991, when privates Dejan
LAZAREVIC and Ljubo BRADULJEVIC were attacked in the Vukovar
post office, where they used to come every day to pick up mail and
money orders for soldiers in the barracks. Although it was a serious
indication of upcoming conflicts, the garrison command and Vukovar
police tried to diminish its significance. Therefore, they organized a joint
investigation. Witnesses of the attack on soldiers were interrogated by a
military security officer from APO 2834/1 in Belgrade and police
inspector Danijel SALOPEK from the Police Administration in Vukovar.
However, they did not manage to complete the investigation, because
the next day Croatian armed forces blocked the Vukovar barracks. At
that point the blockade had not been complete and the next few days
military vehicles could exit the barracks, though only upon prior notice
and approval by the Croatian police.

The new incident, which led to the first WA intervention against Croatian
armed forces in Vukovar, happened on 25 August 1991, when Croatian
soldiers, near their barricade on the way out of Borovo Naselje, planted
an anti-tank mine under a YPA truck, the passage of which from Vukovar
to Borovo Selo had been duly announced to the Croatian police. One
YPA private was killed and four wounded, because after the mine
exploded, Croatian troops started to shoot at them from the barricade
from infantry arms. According to the report sent by Zvonimir RADOS,
head of public security department in the Vukovar Police Administration,
to the Ministry of Interior of the Republic of Croatia in Zagreb,
vimmediately afterwards, a large number of tanks and armored vehicles
left the barracks in Vukovar, many of which headed for Borovo Naselje
where they seized control of vital positions and opened heavy fire from
all available arms on the last barricade on the way to Borovo Selo".
Judging by this report, Vukovar was then for a few hours under full
control of YPA units, which also took possession of the road towards
Bogdanovci, the only way which the Croatian armed forces could use to
enter and leave the city. However, at the request of the Croatian party,
cessation of hostilities and return of YPA units to the barracks was
arranged. This was a trap from which they could not get loose until 18
November 1991. "The same night of 28 August 1991 at 11:15 PM", as
the Police Administration in Vukovar reported to its headquarters in
Zagreb, "ZNG members attacked the Vukovar garrison from infantry
armament, wherefore heavy fire came in return”. Fighting continued the
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SZTCE gﬁ)é ‘g;'_hte.n_membersrof the Serbian territorial defense from Borovo
i rpinja for the first tlmg joined in at the request of the Vukovar
: n comr.r]and and, according to the same report, within a very short
ime reached "the confer of Borovo Naselje". Then the YPA command,
Implementing its strategy of limited involvement, which people mockingly
referrgd to as "stop-and-go strategy", agreed a new cease-fire with the
Croatian armed forces, which was maintained, along with the continued
blockade of the Vukovar barracks and occasional incidents, until 14
September 1991. On that day, according to the reports of the Croatian
;?oltce and testimony of Juraj NJAVRO, surgeon in the VVukovar Hospital,
"the (}roatian forces attacked the barracks because the tanks went out in
the city and tried to join with forces stationed in the village of Neloslavci".
The Croatian armed forces, thoroughly reorganized and through
mobilization greatly strengthened in the meantime, did not allow the
ev_acuation of the Vukovar barracks, thus embroiling YPA in a long and
trying war for Vukovar, but using the media blamed the other party for it.
Thus previously contained inter-ethnic conflict escaped any control
except that by the "war lords".25

Croatian warmongers, as it turned out later, have properly calculated that
the war around Vukovar, even with the destruction and loss of this city,
could ultimately bring them only benefits. That is why strong backup
forces from Varazdin, Cakovec, Slavonski Brod, Zupanja, Nasice and
Vinkovci were deployed in Vukovar, along with professional officers,
colonel Mile DEDAKOVIC - "Jastreb" (i.e. Hawk) and Branko BORKOVIC
- "Mladi Jastreb" (i.e. Young Hawk). Their task was to prepare the city for
a long war with YPA units. Therefore, as soon as they assumed their
new office on 30 August 1991, they started to organize the 204th ZNG
brigade of the Republic of Croatia. This brigade, together with regular
police forces and reserves, was in charge of bearing the brunt of
Vukovar garrison blockade and to prevent its removal by YPA units from
other garrisons which have been deployed with this intention in nearby
villages (Brsadin, Negoslavci, Lipovaca, Trpinja and Borovo Selo). YPA
—~\ command thought that TV footage showing kilometers-long columns of
armored vehicles and artillery, broadcast all over the world for days,
would discourage Croatian armed forces, cause confusion in their ranks
and thus release the pressure on blocked YPA barracks in Croatian
cities. What happened instead could have been reasonably anticipated -
the Republic of Croatia was portrayed in the media worldwide as a
helpless victim, e d to brutal attack, which ultimately rushed its intentional
recognition as an independent state. This was an enormous favor done
to them. In addition, skillfully taking advantage of the fact that the media
attention focused on the events in and around Vukovar, the Croatian
authorities, away from the eyes of international community, completed
ethnic cleansing of most of the newly emerged Croatian state and
expelled almost the entire Serb population from the regions unaffected
by any armed conflicts. Since the media are prone to present their
information in black-and-white fashion, because this simplified
presentation of events is closer to the comprehension of the average
people, no one had noticed that hundreds of thousands of Serbs
expelled from the Republic of Croatia are the biggest sufferers in this
war. The public also failed to notice that Serbs from Vukovar were the
biggest victims and losers in the war nightmare around Vukovar - they
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were killed on bo;h sides of the front-line and, in addition, experienced
terrible pogroms in partly surrounded city, which YPA did not want or
could not capture for a long time.
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SELLING THE BOSNIAN MYTH TO
AMERICA: BUYER BEWARE

by LTC John E. Sray, U.S. Army
October 1995

"One man who minds his own business is more valuable to the world than 10,000 cocksure
moralists." H. L. Mencken

"The creation of a Serbian Republic within Bosnia is a victory for racist fanatics." (Anthony Lewis) "A

‘political solufion' in the Balkans is Orwellian diplo-speak for yielding land to Serbia that it seized by
indiscriminate violence." (Albert Wohistetter) "We should arm the victims of aggression." (William Safire)1 This

type of advocacy rhetoric regarding the Bosnian Muslim government in Sarajevo finally grew sufficiently
deafening to dupe NATO into prosecuting the civil war against the Bosnian Serbs. These words stirred souls
and ignited passions but frequently bore little resemblance to reality. In fact, America has not been so

pathetically deceived since Robert McNamara helped to micromanage and escalate the Vietnam War while
secretly lacking the intestinal fortitude to state his personal convictions of self-doubt about the enterprise to

the President and nation.2

Popular perceptions pertaining to the Bosnian Muslim government (Bosniacs as they prefer to be called) have
been forged by a prolific propaganda machine. A strange combination of three major spin doctors, including
public relations (PR) firms in the employ of the Bosniacs, media pundits, and sympathetic elements of the
State Department, have managed to manipulate illusions to further Muslim goals. Differing styles, approaches,
and emphases make it difficult to discern collusion among these groups, but a degree of overlap does
apparent when evaluating their activities. For example, the combined emotive power of their efforts enabled
them to leverage the debate in Congress where many experts (who should surely know better) supported
liting the arms embargo to help these "innocent Muslim victims" level the playing field against the Bosnian

Serb Army (BSA).

Heated debates over the embargo issue transcended liberal versus conservative and hawk versus dove

as the Bosniac lobby attempted to convince legislators that they risked moral and political suicide if they voted
against supplying the Muslim army with guns. Recent combat developments demonstrate that the Bosniac
government receives all the small arms it requires; and opinion polls reveal that most Americans care little
about Bosnia and adamantly oppose deploying U.S. troops to the area other than to facilitate a UN
withdrawal.3 Naturally, Bosniac supporters attempt to denigrate and dismiss these arguments intellectually
while virulently attacking their proponents as harboring "pro-Serb" or even "Nazi" sympathies. Their Holocaust
comparisons evoke powerful feelings and images, but in this case exist only in the fertile imaginations of
17-2-03
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media sound bite writers.

As NATO threatens to further employ its air forces in support of achieving Muslim military goals and the U.S.
teeter_s on the precipice of embroiling itself in another Vietnam and Somalia-type quagmire, it is time to
examine some of the myths being perpetuated about this conflict. These images can then be juxtaposed with
tlje reality on the ground. Accordingly, the purpose of this paper is twofold: first, to scrutinize the often
distorted truth of this Balkan struggle and highlight the sophisticated misinformation and disinformation being
foisted upon the American public by misguided "moralists” and unprofessional elements of the media: second
to explain how the U_S. arrived at the dangerous position in which it now finds itself. ' :

Exposing the popular fallacies regarding this conflict will also demonstrate why the U.S. remains consistently
out of step with its traditional allies on Bosnian issues. The Europeans are certainly not less sensitive to the
Bosnian government because it is comprised primarily of Muslims as some commentators slyly imply. Rather
they evaluate the situation from different information and a more realistic historical perspective. They retain I
the advantages of more in-depth, professional, and probing journalism and better reporting from their
embassies. Furthermore, they pay less attention to the constant propaganda themes emanating from the
Bosniacs and their agents - the PR firms. Hopefully, this discussion will also assist readers in anticipating the
future propaganda themes which Muslim sympathists and apologists will employ to prod America into further

engaging itself in this civil war.
BOSNIAN MUSLIM GOVERNMENT PROPAGANDA

A brief_exan“rination of the role played by the PR companies which support the Bosnian Muslim disinformation
campaign must necessarily precede any discussion of Bosniac propaganda. Their joint efforts have become
inextricably interwoven, and it is virtually impossible to determine the lines where specific responsibilities
begin and end. The wealthy Persian Gulf countries who pay the bills for these services have chosen
formidable agents of influence to promote the Bosnian Muslim agenda in the West.

In a well-researched and insightful article soon to be published in European Security, Professor C.G.
Jacobsen of Carleton University in Canada delineates the sins of Hill & Knowlton and Ruder Finn - two of the
primary Wall Street PR firms involved in this elaborate charade.4 The former managed the highly successful
Kuwaiti public relations offensive prior to Desert Storm. Its achievements included convincing the American
public of the perverse fabrication that Iraqi troops had ejected Kuwaiti babies from incubators. Executives from
the latter have proudly boasted of their success in co-opting significant segments of the American Jewish
community to the Bosnian Muslim cause despite the intolerance for Judaism among the ruling Muslim clique

in Bosnia.5

The successful efforts of these firms resulted in the portrayal of unilateral Serbian atrocities in such a way that
future moral judgements were seriously corrupted. Ailing Serbs in Muslim prison camps were described as
Muslims in Serb camps; Bosniac ethnic cleansing was ignored; statistics on mixed marriages were inflated to
manipulate an image of pre-war peaceful coexistence; aid from Serbia proper was inflated or invented to force

the application of trade sanctions and embargoes; BSA military advantages were falsely compared to
supposed Muslim shortages; Bosniac military offensives (more frequent than BSA attacks) went deliberately
unreported; mass rape charges were willfully manufactured and printed by the media; and the list continues

with more odious examples which the public accepted without challenge.6

Questions of ethics (and possibly legality) aside, the PR companies have undeniably mounted an enormously
successful propaganda campaign against the U.S. The public views Serbs as evil incarnate, and the
cornucopia of disinformation that has been propagated about the Bosnian civil war would require volumes to
adequately address. Consequently, only a representative sampling of the most insidious and pernicious

fictions follows below.
Some of the prevailing myths concerning the Bosnian Muslim government which impartial observers should
unhesitatingly question include: its effusive and whining protestations of being innocent victims; its claims of

growing military competence which only requires modern heavy weapons to even the balance; Irightfl.‘ll
ownership of contested territory; and most importantly, its duplicitous proclaimed goal to establish a liberal

western-style democracy for all ethnicities and religions.

Innocent Victims

The "innocent victim" ploy tugs on the world's heartstrings the most effectively. Gut-wrenching pictures of
guiltless dead children who moments before being gunned down by cowardly snipers were playing in safe
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vacant lots, noncombatants (women and elders) shot for merely crossing the street, people weaving between
anti-sniper shields, sand bags, and protective UN vehicles merely to buy a loaf of bread. And, of course, most
dastardly of all, the two mortar attacks in Sarajevo’s Markale Market Square on February 5, 1994 and August
28, 1995. These attacks snuffed the lives of 68 and 37 unsuspecting people, respectively, and served as the
catalyst for NATO retribution from the air in both cases. However, who must shoulder the responsibility for the
mean streets of Sarajevo? Both the mortar attacks and the sniping incidents require closer examination.

In an investigative report published in the October 2, 1995 edition of The Nation, David Binder penned a most
fascinating and thorough summary of the inconsistencies associated with these two mortar attacks. While
_sta_ung that the UN "sticks by the conclusions of its inquiry" and blames the Serbs - at least in the second
incident - the author nevertheless persuasively enumerated the factors which indicated that the BSA was not

responsible,

Binder also notes support for his arguments from some American and Canadian specialists as well as
(Russian) Colone! Andrei Demurenko, the Chief of Staff of the Sector Sarajevo peacekeeping unit. (According
to an article in The Sunday Times (London), British and French crater analysis teams supported these same
conclusions but were overruled by the UN.) No need exists to rehash all of his convincing arguments here, but
primarily, they include suspicions about the firing distance, "anomalies with the (mortar) fuse,” fields of
observation, and trajectory difficulties.7

If the facts force us to confront the issue that the Muslims may have conducted these operations to obtain
adc_liticnai sympathy and publicity for their cause, those who know Sarajevo intimately must ask the next
logical question. Given the proximity of the Markale Market Square to the Presidency (Bosniac White House),
who granted permission to launch these brutal and insane attacks? Surely, it almost had to have been
President Alija Izetbegovic or Vice President Ejup Ganic. Both incidents deserve a thorough investigation by
the International War Crimes Tribunal. )

The constant sniping incidents deserve equal scrutiny. Objective observers in Sarajevo frequently describe
the abhorrent activity of snipers from both sides, but suspicions persist that the Muslims have murdered their
own people when the potential existed for instant newsworthiness. Photographers have done nothing to abate
this horror by their vuiture-like waiting at areas vulnerable to sniping. In fact, the Bosnian government
encourages this wrongheaded activity in the belief that such publicity aids its cause. Bosniac spokesmen
denounce such accusations as patently false and claim that they amount only to UN excuses for its own

indifferent behavior.

Anti-sniping activities conducted by the UN Protection Force (UNPROFOR) in Sarajevo, in fact, constitute
quite impressive operations. Teams which perform this duty receive exceptional training from their armies and
possess state-of-the-art optical aids and equipment. Employing these capabilities, the French recently

to test over three years' worth of UN hunches pertaining to this issue. Their investigation "definitively" (their
words) established the validity of UN suppositions that "some gunfire came from (Bosniac) Government
soldiers deliberately shooting at their own civilians."8

The sniping incidents also demonstrate the effectiveness of internal Bosniac propaganda. Sarajevan citizens
nave been so lirmly (and faisely) indoclrinated by their government that UNPROFOR should intervene in this
war and fight it for them that on occasion they have refused to help their own victims shot in the streel.9
Retired Canadian General Lewis Mackenzie, the first UN commander in Sarajevo, eloquently described this

phenomenon in a passage of his book:

Sergeant Forest, supported by Captain Belisle, had risked his life rescuing two Muslim women
who had been shot by snipers on the main road through Sarajevo. In spite of this selfless act of
bravery, we (UNPROFOR) were condemned for not going back under fire to recover other victims, who
had been confirmed dead by Sergeant Forest. All of this happened with the TDF (Bosniac Army) close
by; yet the onlookers opted to condemn UNPROFOR officers who had just saved two lives.10

This iype of peculiar behavior continues. Many soldiers from all countries who have served in Sarajevo,
especially those who have performed anti-sniper missions, can relate similar experiences.

Military Competence

Another chimera advertised by the Bosniac government concems its assertions of military competence. The
perception which it attempts to present to the world porirays a well-officered professional army which only
facks modern heavy weaponry to attain success on the battlefield. While the Commander-in-Chief, General
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Rasim‘ D_el!c, and his subordinate commanders brashly speak of taking the fight to the Serbs, most of their
troops willingness to fight centers only on their home turf. This issue can best be termed territoriality and
constitutes a major Bosniac military weakness.

]’he l?ulk of the Muslim army is derived from the old territorial defense units which were organized into
opstina" (county) brigades. Most of these units remain in the area of their original opstina and are manned by
former reservists and conscript soldiers drawn from it. Their ties to the land make these troops reluctant to
move from the area. Accordingly, the Muslims must rely on several mobile brigades which they have recruited
from refugees who have lost their territory and now have a stronger incentive for fighiing. At least one brigade
is comprised of hiuslims expelled from Croatia. Another unit, the 7th Muslim Brigade, has tended to attract
!glamlc extremists and has a reputation for aggressive behavior and an oifensive spiril. The Bosniacs use
ihese mobiie brigades for major operations, but without Croat forces tying down BSA formations elsewhere,
these units remain incapable of sustained success against their foes.

The Bosniacs do possess one noteworthy military advantage: their infantry. Their infantry constitutes the
strongest part of their army and numbers nearly 140,000, giving them a 2:1 advantage in manpower over the
BSA. wiie it is organized into corps and brigades, it generally appears capable of only limited battalion size
operations. The Bosniac infantry has been bloodied from being forced io leave its trenches to seize terrain
and nas become more effective than its BSA equivalent which cannot afford substantial casuatties.
Nevertheless, Bosnian Muslim assertions that this advantage can offer them military success if they only
obtain appropriate weaponry reflect an outlandish belief in their own propaganda.11

Bosniac claims of proficient military leadership, however, rank among their most delusicnal fantasies. iMusiim
officers attain their rank not by competence and experience but rather through political and religious ties.12
Their summer 1994 attempts to capture Route Duck, a major supply route traversing through the Ozren
Mountains, remain instructive of their deficiencies.

On the basis of General Delic's continued boasting, the Muslim army attempted to conduct a two-pronged
offensive on the area with their Il and Ill Corps advancing from opposite directions. (The fact that they had
never successfully coordinated anything larger than a battalion attack prior to this operation apparently had no
effect on their planning.) The first battle ended in total disaster and the Bosniacs signed a cessation of
hostilities agreement which required them to withdraw their forces from the Ozren salient. Using an unrelated
incident in Sarajevo as a pretext for breaking this accord, they again renewed their attack with the element of
surprise now decisively in their favor.

Caught by a disingenuous plan, the BSA initially lost considerable ground and was forced tc evacuate over
5,000 civilians. Within two weeks, however, the Muslim supply and personnel replacement system collapsed

and their offensive disintegrated. The problem revolved not only around insufiicient logisiic planning bul
incompetent terrain and battle analysis.

The Bosniacs never conducted proper reconnaissance and did not attempt to secure the necessary key
terrain that dominated their attack routes. Furthermore, they consistently failed to exploit tactical successes
and quickly lost the momentum. They made no apparent effort to maintain contact with BSA retreating units
and suiiered unnecessary casualiies by having to constantly find the enemy and redefine the battle area. A
classic example occurred to the southeast of the Blizna Mountain. The BSA had iaunched a iimiled
counterattack to hold ground only long enough to mine it. When they withdrew, the Bosniacs assaulted
through the area to reclaim it and subsequently found themselves trapped in a minefield under heavy artillery
fire. Such are the exaggerated claims of military expertise.13

Rightful Ownership of Territory

Another persistent element of the propaganda onslaught involves legitimale ownership of land. The BSA
never have "overrun, seized, or captured” 70 percent of the country as Bosniac government verbal gimmicks
state. While they controlled 70 percent of the territory during much of this conflict, the BSA certainly did not
possess the miiitary manpower to overrun, seize, or capture it. The media and PR firms employ these
inflammatory words only to obfuscate the pre-war situation. Due to their agrarian way of life, the Serbs formed
a piuraiity in 64 percent of the teritory at the beginning of the war while the more urbane Muslim business-

oriented people resided in the cities.14

Simple historical precedent determined this situation. When the Ottoman Empire conquered the area, some
Serbs and a small number of Croats converted to Islam. (The most rabid Serb and Croat nationalists consider

i!‘\l e Voo

Bosnian Muslims illegitimate mongrels.) Their reasons for this action were more economic ihan reilgicus since
ey sougni aCCoss © Dener jobs irom their urkish overiords. inese peopie became the ancestors of today's
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Ecsnia_n Muslhims and cengregated in the cities where employment opportunities tended to hold more
Potential. Over the course of time, they failed to acquire the more significant land heldings of their ex-kin.

The modern-day question, though, concerns legitimacy. Does Bosnia as a sovereign state have a right to
control its territory? Undeniably. Nonetheless, it must meet the minimum de facto criteria for sovereignty, and
it apparentiy nas jaiied io do so. iviost imporianiiy. il remains incapable of defending its own territory against
Bosnian Serbs who choose to exercise their legitimate right cf secession in the same manner as Bosnia
s&ceded from Yugosiavia. Simply staied, the situation amounts to a civil war within a civil war.

Some Muslim apologists have attempted to advance the preposterous argument that this confiict shoulid not
oC considered an internai affair since Bosnia has become a member of the UN. Rather, they wish to view it as
a Serbian proper war of aggression. While Presideni Miiosevic of Serbia ceriainiy augravaied ine coniiict with
his nationalistic bombast, evidence for Serbian invoivement has been fabricated or exaggerated.15 In terms of
!hts UN membership logic, Americans might ask where our country wouid be today if the UN had been around
in 1776 or 1881. Much fo the UN's credil, it realizes that it cannot impose a solution to the Bosnian civil war -
but this situation remains unacceptable to the Muslims who do not yei undersiand e ¢ ncept ihat "fresdom
not free” and demand proiection from olhers while promuigating their status as innocent victims and practicing
their own territorial aggression.

Liberal Western-Style Democracy

The most dubious of all Bosniac claims pertains to the self-serving commercial that the government hopes to
cventually establish a multiethnic liberal demaocratic society. Such ideals may appeal to a few members of
Bosnia's ruling circle as well as to its generally secular populace, but Presideni | zeibegovic and his cabal
appear to harbor much different private intentions and goals. Poignant pleas for Western help to the contrary,
his interviews for Oslobodjenje, the Sarajcvo daily newspaper, constanily remind his audience that their best
friends are "sthor isiamic countiies.” Additionally, his cocity (aibeif infrequent) propensity to let down his guard
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has resulted in some inadvertently revealing interviews for Weslernsis.

Izetbegovic had been imprisoned twice for Islamic activity under Tito's communist regime. With the now
almost universal hatred of Tito and his followers, the President has astutely exploited these events to his
favor. His neble anct of protest on hehalf of religious reedom, however, does not necessarily make him a
proponent for freedom of religion in his country. He has vet to renounce his “isiamic Declaration,” written in
1570, wiich siates: "There can be neither peace nor coexisience between the Islamic religion and non-Islamic
social and political institutions."16

In some areas controlled by Muslims, Croat Catholics complain that they are not permitted to attend mass.
Orthodox Serbs and Jews fare no better. The Muslims loudly complain to the press that only mosques are

damaged during fighting, but a simple drive through the SBosnian hinieriand reveais the sourious nature of this
assertion. Mors prominently, {sven jor the madia lo notice) & Serblan Orthodox church in Sarajevo shows

obvious signs of damage from mortars and smail arms fire ihat couid oniy have coing from he Bosniacs. 17
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firing. In this case, the cemetery usually oravides an adequaic Sackarogn.

Izetbegovic's true ambitions for Bosnia occasionally appear in his words. When an interviewer pressed him on

some of Islam's strictures such as female clothing, he answered, "The west says that women in the west are

free, and that women are nof free in isiam. Bui the west makes women into advertisements, into objects.

Islam respects women."18 Most Bosnian women wolld ceriainiy not appieciate the meaning behind these

sentiments, oul isiamic dress becomes more comnon as more wemen begin o identify culturally with their
ana harass

(Rt
past. In some areas, Mujahediin aciuaily pay fsmales 10 dress acooiding 10 ISIBMIC Taailion ana o
{samctimes with gun fire) those who do not.

In response to a question concerning his desire to establish Shari'a (Islamic law) in Bosnia, |zetbegovic firmly
answered, "Ne," and then added, "But if you think about it, what is wrong with the Shari'a? Is it less humane to

cut off a man's hand than to take several years irom his iife in priscn? You cut off the hand, itis dene. | don't
know. | am just thinking oul loud.” 1S His thoughis shouid not impari a reassuring Teeling to the humanitarians
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among us.

Bosniac ties to radical Islam should not be lightly dismissed. The Bosnian government enjoys closer

cooperation Wlth Iran than It would read:ly admlt and takes great pams to preclude curiosity seekers (includina
vo. At icast through 1994, Bosnian police stood
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Funding for the Mujahedin has been p grovided by iran and varn iner isiamic stat
expanding extremism into Europe. Intematlonal radical groups, such as Hizbollah, have also been included on

the suspected list of sponsors. Bosnian government sources only grudgingly acknowledge the presence of the

Mujahedm but publicly intimate that they have accepiec their presence as a "necessary ovil” to mainiain the
fiow of aid Fom intemational isha inbulore. This "aid” has been Gelibuled 'orms rangmg from hard
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currency to clandestine arms shipi
divert their aftcntion to poiiticizing the Muslim population and atiemipting to establish an Islamic republic

obedient to fundamentalist doctrine.21
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they deliberalely altempled to "cook" the report and disseminate disinformation. Whichever circumstance
almost caused this potential catastrophe remains an open question. Regardless, all three signify inexcusable
and unconscionable behavior.

By the winter of 1994, the State Department announced that Ambassador Jackovich and his staff would be
replaced. Nevertheless, these personnel lingered as "lame ducks" for another few months, and their siluation

provided them al leasl one more opportunity lo discredit the Serbs,

Prior to the embassy staff's departure, the BSA had begun to consistently close the Sarajevo airport with the
(s_omewhat justified) argument that Muslim politicians were utilizing it as a base to travel abroad on Western
aircraft originally earmarked to haul humanitarian aid. They could then spread their own brand of propaganda.
Jackovich, realizing the Serbs would prove true to custom and react impulsively, seized lhe occasion to make
an unprecedenled announcement of his scheduled flight. Of course, the Serbs promplly closed the airport
again. Secretary of State Warren Christopher was then forced to condemn this action in support of his

beleaguered subordinate.

Notwithstanding the predictable foolishness of the Serbs, the ambassador had flown out of Sarajevo airport
numerous limes wilhout anyone paying the slightest bit of attention. He could easily have slipped oul once
again by merely keeping his plans Lo himself. Although he may have been forced Lo drive the uncomfortabie
route to Zagreb, he undoubtedly enjoyed every minute knowing that the BSA had stupidly fallen into another

PR ambush,

Despite its shortcomings, the former embassy staff should not be perceived as exclusively guilty. lts parent
organizalion obviously gave it plenty of help. Yel no one should miscenstrue the intent of the above

as an unabashed [rontal assault on lhe enlire Stale Deparlment and ils posilion on Bosnia. Many fine people
dedicate their professional lives to the Department of State and retain a firm grasp on reality in the Balkans.
Nonetheless, they appear to be losing the internal debate as official policy strives to support the perverted
notion that the Muslims really are the innocent victims which they porlray themselves Lo be in their own
propaganda. The reasons behind this facade can only be guessed.

Some Bosnia walchers lheorize that stralegic thinkers in the Slale Deparlment regard it necessary lo kowlow
to oil-producing Islamic states. These nations concurrently attempt to publicly portray the Bosnian struggle in
terms of the Crusades while privately paying Western PR firms to urge their governments to send troops to
the Bosniac cause.34 Olhers believe thal cerlain well-placed egolisls call the shols and derive supporl from
dramalic media events such as lhe very public resignalions lwo years ago of a few analysts who disagreed
with U.S. policies toward Bosnia. (The press omitted informing the public that some of these individuals had
previously secured better employment opportunities with "think tanks" sympathetic to their respective
opinions.) Regardless of the truth, the salient point of lhe issue is that American policy lacks consislency.

Subsequentl to lwo weeks of intensive NATO airslrikes, Assistant Secretary of Stale Richard Holbrooke
conducted his shulile diplomacy in supporl of the new U.S. peace plan. While doing so, he loudly trumpeted
that the West had not taken sides and the bombing was not designed to tip the military balance in favor of the
Bosniacs. Simultaneously, the new ambassador to Bosnia, John Menzies, joined his counterpart in Croatia,
Peter Galbrailh, in congratulating the Muslim 5th Corps for "liberaling” the province of Bihac. Untlil the success
of the lightning Croat ground offensive to capture lhe Krajina and the NATO air altacks, this unit had spent the

entire war surrounded.

When the two ambassadors were queried whether they would attempt to persuade the Muslims to halt their
offensive in support of Holbrooke's initiatives, Menzies inexplicably replied, "We're not here to convey that
ol message."35 The lype ol diplomalic coordinalion and purported pressure manifesled by this example only
intensilies the confusion surrounding the mixed signals of U.S. policy toward Bosnia.

BOSNIAN SERBS: THEIR OWN WORST ENEMY

Does any of the above imply that the U.S., NATO, or Lhe UN should relent on lhe pressure being applied
against the Bosnian Serbs? Absolutely not! The Serbs lost the propaganda war shortly after the inception of
hostilities and perhaps this factor aggravated many of the atrocities they undoubtedly committed. However,
lhe behavior and actions of some members of the BSA has been inexcusable. They need to leave Lheir
mythology behind and enter the modern world if they hope lo live in peace among their neighbors.36

Concurrently, American commentators should be careful about their popular penchant to condemn the Serbs
as an ethnic group. Individuals have been responsible for war crimes - not the entire nation. The BSA may
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haVel more than its fair share of brutal, boorish, and morally repugnant characters who disgust Western
sensibilities, but they are no worse than their counterparts in the Bosniac military and government. Their early
Victories in this war, in part, made them unbearable to some Westerners whose traditional predilections
reflexively support the underdog. Failure to appreciate the intricacies of this new age of informalional warfare
has exlracted a heavy price from the Serbs for their initial combal successes.

America need not succumb o the false messages which the Bosniacs are selling. Our society must retain its
perspective on all the warring factions and learn to recognize the tools of propaganda. When this conflict
began, cosmopolitan Sarajevan Muslims realized the importance of both perception management and the
need to disseminale Lheir message to lhe world. This awareness, coupled with the expertise of their PR firms,
resulted in a highly successful psychological operations campaign. Meanwhile, the more rustic Serbs proved
no m_atch for this competition. They relied on their Bolshevik slogans, recited them by rote, and were promptly
dismissed by the international press. While the U.S, and its allies must continue to pursue war criminals, no
one should nol condemn an entire nalionality for their lack of erudition and finesse.

THE CROAT CONNECGTION

Other than Lo occasionally avail themselves of the services offered by the PR firms, the Bosnian Croals play a
less significant role in the propaganda game than their sometime Muslim allies or their sponsors in Croatia
proper. Croat attitudes toward their neighbors and the UN, however, will be critical to the future of real world
stability in the region and thus requires some perspective. First of all, none of the recent Bosniac military
successes would have been possible wilhoul the phenomenal changes which occurred in the army of Croatia
proper. Even with NATO providing the appropriate air support, the Bosniac army would have remained
stymied without President Franjo Tudjman's offensive to capture the Krajina. Secondly, Croat relationships
probably constitute the most complicated enigma of this war. Today's alliances may mean nothing tomorrow.

Bosnian Croat disdain for both their Muslim and Serb neighbors has been adequately demonstrated by the
on-again/off-again combal operalions (hey have conducted againsl each other during the past four years.
Degrees of animosily vary by local interests as well as relalive successes and failures in inlegraling
cooperative efforts through the Croat - Muslim Federation. The Bosnian Croats and Muslims formed this
organization in March 1994, primarily at the behest of the U.S. and Germany, to provide a united front against
the Serbs. Strategically, it amounted to a stroke of political genius, lactically, il suffers from substantial
mistrust on bolh sides.

Croat antipathy for the UN manifests ilself in other ways. President Tudjman emphasizes thal subsequent to
his army’s capture of the Krajina, the UN has outlived its usefulness. He declares that he will permit the UN
headquarters to remain in Zagreb but demands that UN troops depart. Bosnian Croats share many of his
feelings and believe thal too many countries and people exploit this war and grow rich because of it. For
inslance, except for the U.S. and Great Britain who decline to accept payment, the UN pays approximately
one thousand dollars per month for each soldier performing a UN mission. The costs for other UN agencies
can run even higher with the total estimated costs for Bosnia amounting to $5 million per day. (The U.S.
taxpayer funds almost thirty percent of this bill.)

Due in parl to these realities, lhe Bosnian Croals refer (o the UN as "Blue Pigs." Blue - lo denigrate the color
of UN military headgear; Pig - as a derogalory term loward the Muslims whom the Croats perceive as being
favored (at least initially) by the UN. In some Bosnian Croat strongholds, such as Gornji Vakuf, UN vehicles
must keep their windows up at all times. The reason for such circurnstances being that younger children
attempt to shoot needles through blowguns at lhe passengers. As while UN vehicles approach from a
distance, teenagers launch into scornful mock laughter while adults simply look away in disgust.

How does the above relale to the propaganda olfensive? The Bosnian Croats (even among themseives) and
Croats proper do not always speak with a united voice; but the issue that transcends all others revolves
around their compelling desire for Croatian unification. This situation does not bode well for the lulure of either
the Federalion or the Bosnian Government. While relalions between Croats and Muslims have never been
good, their deterioration seems to be accelerating. Subsequent to the Croat victory in the Krajina, the Muslims
have complained that they are being treated as a "little brother."

As Bosniac propaganda attempts to underscore partnership with the Croats, it actually runs the risk of too
much success. No one should underestimate Croatian and Serbian desires to unile their kinsmen and thus
split Bosnia between themselves. If the Croats turn en masse against the Bosniacs, the Muslim government
could be faced with a highly demoralized populace that had been propagandized to believe success was not
possible without cooperation. Such events would effectively leave the Muslims without UN protection, destroy
any remaining will to fight, and confine them to a small island of land around Sarajevo.37
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CONCLUDING OBSERVATIONS AND WARNINGS

As noted in the beginning of this article, Muslim apologists will condemn the above arguments as lacking
Sympathy for their favorite victims. Alvin and Heidi Toffler answered these types of critics best in a passage
from their book War and Anti-War:

Some readers may confuse the absence of moralizing (about the hatefulness of war) for an
absence of empathy with the victims of war. This is to assume that cries of pain and anger are enough
lo prevent violence. Surely there are enough cries of pain and enough anger in the world. If they were
sufficient to produce peace, our problems would be over.38

With these sentiments in mind, political leaders must focus on the reality of Bosnia and not the contrived
issues of influence peddlers. All the groups in this country have been victims, and they all deserve our
sympathy and best humanitarian efforts.

Military support for any warring faction, however, remains another matter. Such benefits should be withheld
until all sides abandon their greed for more land, tire of killing each other, and permit the implementation of a
just and lasling peace. Only then will it become lime to separate the war criminals and treat the others with
compassion. The UN arguably had been close to achieving these terms prior to the U.S. giving the green light
for the Croatian Krajina offensive and the NATO bombing. Now, defeat has been seized from the jaws ol
victory.

Those who believe the recenlt Daylon negoliations and latest agreements will result in a durable peace fail to
see through the veil of Bosnian Muslim schemes and propaganda. They, likewise, do not appreciate the
vindictiveness and revenge factor in Balkan history. The forthcoming winter will probably do more to slow
combal operations than any polential ceasefire accord, bul fighting will resume in the spring. When it does,
the world will have lo awail a new saluration point as to when the warring facltions again exhaust themselves
on the killing fields. In the meantime, the U.S. and its allies have renewed the debate over deploying a NATO
peacekeeping force which would also train and equip the Bosniac army.

Any lull in fighting only provides the Bosniacs another smoke screen from which to provoke the Serbs. They
have successfully hoodwinked NATO into engaging its air forces for their support and the next step will

an attempt to morally coerce its ground lroops lo recapture territory which they desire. {(e.g. the Bosniac
demand that Banja Luka be demilitarized while they refuse to do the same in Sarajevo.) Certainly, any
decisions pertaining to the mission of deploying American ground troops must be made by elected U.S.
government officials — not relegated to lhe Bosniacs and their PR firms or influenced by the false reporis of
the State Depariment and media.

American proclivities mistakenly insist on simplifying this conflict to one of good versus evil. Debales over
training and arming the Bosniacs with deployed forces bespeak of the total misunderstanding with which the
U.S. interprets this situation. Such arguments demonstrate that elements of our government continue to insist
on taking sides. While Bosniac apologists applaud this potential mission, our European allies recoil in horror.

The Bosnian Muslim government certainly does not reflect the image of a liberal western-style democracy as
the press misleadingly portrays it. This group remains Islamist-dominated and desperately attempts to hide ils
true sentiments. It is more likely to be influenced by Iran and the Mujahedin than by anyone in the West.
These radical groups may remain underground or depart during NATO's deployment, but they will return later
to ensure that the Bosniac population becomes properly polilicized and obedient lo fundamentalist doctrine.
Does the U.S. really intend to add high-quality American training and weapons lo this radicalism?

Our NATO allies, without bluntly stating the obvious, more realistically fear the establishment of a future base
from which the Iranians can spread their fanatic ideology and orchestrate acts of terrorism. Worse, if the
Russians and black market weapons dealers do not cease cooperation with Iran, Bosnia could become a
strategic point for the introduction of nuclear-tipped SCUD missile systems aimed al the infidels in central
Europe. In short, il could either become Europe's Cuba or Palestine.

The Muslims previously underscored to Mr, Holbrooke that they would not attend a peace conference or
accept a ceasefire without an American commitment to level the battlefield. Pushed on by such ill-defined
logic as that expressed by Anthony Lewis, "American instinct and values point toward the preservation of a
multicultural Bosnia"39(as though it ever existed), the U.S. fell for the bait. Attempis by the Bosniacs and their
sympathizers to goad America and the West into fighting this civil war unfortunately began to bear fruit with
the NATO bombings. In some measure, they must credit this achievement to the immensely effective PR
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Campaign lo portray the Muslims as victims of evil aggression. They would reach their pinnacle of success,
though, by maneuvering NATO forces into fighting for them on the ground. America can expect the Bosniac
government to exploit troop deployments toward this end.

Ultimate success in ending the Bosnian civil war must be based on a realistic division of land. Final
agreements must assign to the Bosniacs only the territory which they can militarily defend on their own — not
what they feel they deserve. NATO political leaders must force the Muslims to accept and abide by a fair
settlement or make it absolutely clear that the West will abandon the Bosniac cause. NATO troops can
redeploy to cordon off the area, isolate it, and contain the fighting while the warring factions finish the conflict
among themselves. These words may sound harsh to the unindoctrinated, but they simply mirror the fact that
this war thrives on brutality and cruelty and no other recourse would remain available.40

As the U.S. decisively intervenes by deploying troops, our strategists must understand the consequences.
Assuming Bosniac propagandists replicate their past successes, American (and other NATO) forces will find
themselves victims of "mission creep.” This situation will sooner or later result in military objectives to acquire
more terrilory for the Muslims. Land which they never possessed and, for the majority of Bosniac citizens,
which they are not now willing to fight and die for themselves - despite the claims of Muslim political leaders
who assiduously avoid the trenches.

Such a mission will certainly grow costly. Neither the Bosniac army nor the BSA possess the required
proficiency to confront a well-trained modern force 41 but they can inflict numerous casualties due to the
terrain and their knowledge of it. Combat operations would occur in areas where either mountainous
topography or urban areas predominate. These lypes of terrain represent the two most casualty-inlensive
conditions in which ground troops must fight. Even ill-disciplined and untrained street gangs who expertly
know their turf can wreak high casualties in these circumstances.

The rationale that a U.S. troop deployment will only entail peacekeeping activities must be discarded.
Impartiality, an absolute requirement for these types of operalions, ended when the NATO bombs fell. This
next stage of involvement will not equate lo the "clean" unseen war of dropping bombs from 30,000 feet
against a crippled air defense system or fiing Tomahawks from a safe off-shore distance. Some may choose
to semantically escape the problem by calling this a peacemaking operation; but for the soldier or marine on
the ground, this term just euphemistically means war with one hand tied behind your back.

U.S. lroops will become targels as soon as they hit the ground. Qur forces must remain cognizant of this fact
and recognize the dangers inherent in a mission designed to separate warring factions. In other words, U.S.
units must possess overwhelming fire power, flexibility to conduct combat operations when required, virtually
unrestricted rules of engagement, and a viable mission statement. All sides should be treated equally,
abjectively, and, most importantly, as enemy forces. This operation will require not only striking the Serbs
when events warrant but the Muslims (and passibly Croats) as well if they violale agreements,

When the Bosniacs begin fo play their cynical games - and they certainly will - the U.S. response must be
swift, appropriate, and unimpeded by restrictive standing orders designed by Muslim sympathists. As soon as
they employ their hidden mortars in Sarajevo to induce counterbattery fires from the Serbs, these weapons
and their crews should be eliminated, At the time thal a Bosniac squad fires al an observalion post with the
hope of blaming the Serbs, it should be closed with and destroyed and its higher chain of command punished.
If the Muslims continue to murder their own people for the television cameras, appropriate officials should be
arrested and charged with war crimes. This situation will require combat vigilance by military units on the
ground, and a willingness to stay the course of decisions on [he part of elected officials back home. Any public
expectations or self-perceptions of goodwill will likely dissipate quickly when confronted with the hard realities.

During the debate on lifting the arms embargo against Bosnia, several U.S. lawmakers opined that this war
involves standing up for morality. They may be correct. However, the suspicious inner circle running the
Bosnian Muslim government should fall far shorl of meeting anyone's criteria for the moral highground. All of
the warring faclions stand equally guiity of heinous crimes. Their villainy reflects a matler of scale and

dimension - not severity. The Serbs controlled more land and people and thus expelled more of their former
neighbors, but their ethnic cleansing has been exaggerated while Muslim atrocities were overlooked.

A simple analogy applies: We have three groups of murderer-rapists. Our first faction has killed nine and
raped three; another has murdered five and raped two; the last has killed three and raped one. The three
reprobales begin fighting among themselves. Are we therefore obligated to come to the aid of one of the two
lesser miscreants because to date they have been less reprehensible? What kind of depraved moral code is

that?
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It remains in vogue among political scienlists and policy makers to state that certain intractable problems defy
a‘soluﬁon. Bosnia, they readily admit, falls into this category. Yet they cannot resist tampering around the
fringes of the dilemma while attempting to find the elusive magic bullet which would help them to manipulate
evenls and impose order. Any new agreement which involves arming and lraining the Bosniacs as well as
providing them air support will convince their leadership that the war must continue. Their greed for land will
only prolong the search for peace and the agony of the people.

America, in particular, must acknowledge the obvious. Forcing the UN to acquiesce and permit NATO
bombing of Serb targets amounted to an act of war by anybody's definition. Irreparable mistakes, poor
judgements, and Mencken's "cocksure moralists” have brought the U.S. to this unenviable point with little
latitude for the future. American officials should not now squander the small amount of flexibility remaining to
them. If they permit the Bosniacs and their apologists to control and formulate the debate, the American public
will lose objectivity. These groups will continue to insist on defining the situation in propaganda terms based
on their own sense of emotionalism. As U.S. (and indeed NATO) polilical leaders ponder fulure courses of
action, they should at leasl phrase the moral questions precisely and appropriately: "What vital geostrategic
natic;lnai interests does this war jeopardize?” and "How much blood of our nineteen-year olds is this place
worth?"
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were forced to face a modern army, you would not last twenly minutes.” The author wishes to thank David
Harland and Tony Banbury for sharing this anecdote during a conversation in Sarajevo. These individuals

were two of a handful of outstanding UN civilian employees who demonstrated the courage and tenacity to
work directly in Bosnia where they could make a difference.
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By Edward S. Herman

> Diana Johnstone's Fools' Crusade: Yugoslavia, NATO and Western Delusions
> (Monthly Review Press, 2002) is essential reading for anybody who wants to
>funderstand the causes, effects, and rights-and-wrongs of the Balkan wars

o

> the past dozen years. The book should be priority reading for leftists,

many

> of whom have been carried along by a NATO-power party line and propaganda
> barrage, believing that this was one case where Western intervention was

> well-intentioned and had beneficial results. An inference from this

> misconception, by “cruise missile leftists" and others, is that

imperialism

> can be constructive and its power projections must be evaluated on their

> merits, case by case. But that the Western intervention in the Balkans

> constitutes a valid special case is fa Ise; the conventional and obvious

> truths on the Balkan wars that sustain such a view disintegrate on close

> inspection.

-

> Johnstone provides that close inspection, with impressive results. It is a

> pleasure to watch her dismantle the claims and expose the methods of David
> Rieff, a literary and media favarite, as well as Roy Gutman, John Burns,
and

> David Rohde, three reporters whose close adherence to the party line in
> Bosnia was rewarded with the Pulitzer prize-all fueling the "humanitarian
> bombing” bandwagon. While critics of the party line risk being tagged and
> dismissed as apologists for the Serbs, even the most fervent partisan of
an

> idealized "Bosnia" and campaigner for NATO military intervention such as
> Rieff, or the novice journalist Rohde, who wrote on Srebrenica in a

> semi-fictional mode, with U.S. intelligence guidance, has never had to
fear

> being criticized as an apologist for the Muslims or NATO. Michael!
Ignatieff,

> another media favarite, acknowledges the help he has received from us,
> officials like Richard Holbrooke, General Wesley Clark and former Tribunal
> prosecutor Louise Arbour, and Rieff lauded him for his "close relations”

> with these “important figures in the West's political and military

> leadership." [1]

=

> The widespread acceptance of the official co nnections, open advocacy, and
> spectacular bias displayed by these authors has rested in part on the

usual

> media and intelloctual community subservience to official policy

positions,

> but it was also a result of the rapid and thoroughgoing demonization of

the

> Serbs as the "new Nazis" or "last of the Communists.” Given that NATO was
> good, combatting evil, the close relationship with officials was not seen

as

> involving any conflict of interest or compromise with objectivity; they

were

> all on the same "team"-a phalanx seeking justice. Thus even the uncritical
> conduiting of anti-Serb propaganda-including unverified rumors and
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outright
> t_dlsmfo:_'mation-was not only acceptable, it was capable of yielding
> Journalistic honors.
>
> On the other ha nd, any attempt to counter the official/media team's claims
;aa;gg Supposed evidence was quickly interpreted as apologstics. This is
> new. Iq each U.S. war critics of U.S, policy are charged with being
> apologists for trye demonized enemy-Ho Chi Minh and communism; Pol Pot;
> Sgddam Hussgm: Arafat: Daniel Ortega; Bin Laden, etc. The demonization of
> MI'OSG\_IIC was in accord with longstanding pra ctice, and the ch arge of
;-0 apologist for challenging the official Jine on the demon was inevitable
r

> a forceful challenger. What is perhaps exceptional has been the extensive

> acceptance of the party line among people on the left, with, among others,

> Christopher Hitchens, [2] lan Williams and the editors of The Nation in

its

> grip. In These Times rejected first hand reporting from Kosovo by

Johnstone,

> their longtime European Editor, when it diverged from the line of their

more

> recent correspondent, Paul Hockenos, whose connections with the

;1 establishment included a stint as the spokesperson and media officer for
e

> Organization of Security and Cooperation in Europe Mission to

> Bosnia-Herzegovina, acting as an occupying power in northem

> Bosnia-Herzegovina, and an affiliation with the American Academy in

Berlin,

>whose chairman and co-chairman are Richard Holbrooke and Henry Kissinger.

> [3]
>

> What makes the double standard in treatment of Johnstone and the

> "journalists of attachment" especially laughable is that Johnstone is a

> serious investigative journalist, very knowledgeable about Balkan history

> and politics, whose work in Fools' Crusade sets a standard in cool

> examination of issues that is several grades higher than that in Rieff,

> Gutman, Rohde, Burns (and for that matter, Ignatieff, Timothy Garton Ash,

> Noel Malcolm, Hitchens, Williams, and Hockenos). On issue after issue she
> discusses both the evidence and counter-evidence, weighs them, gives them
a
> historical and political context, and comes to an assessment, which is

> sometimes that the verifiable evidence doesn't support a clear conclusion.

> She does this convincingly, and in the process lays waste to the establish

ed

> version.

>

> For example, Johnstone notes that in late September, 1991, some 120 Serbs
in
> the Croatian town of Gospic were abducted and massacred in what Croatian
> human rights activists called the first major massacre of civilians in the

> Yugoslav civil wars. Although this was clearly designed to frighten the

> Serbs into moving, the term "ethnic clea nsing" was only taken up by the

> Western media months later in reference to Serb treatment of Muslims in

> Bosnia. The Gospic slaughter was barely noticed, and only hit the news in

> 1997 when a disgruntled former policeman, Miro Bajramovic went public,

> claiming that the Gospic massacre was done on orders from the Croatian

> Interior Ministry to spread terror among the Serbs. Bajramovic was quickly

> imprisoned in Croatia and tortured, and no moves were taken to deal with
the

> crimes he named either within Croatia or by the International Criminal

> Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia (hereafter, ICTY, or Tribunal).

>

> Shortly thereafter three other Croatian soldiers risked their lives to

take
> videotapes and documents on this massacre to the Hague, but the Tribunal
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Erefl{sed to offer them protection: one was murdered, the others fled
ospic,

> and while Tribunal prosecutor Carla Del Ponte insisted that the Tri bunal
> mps! have priority over Serb courts in dealing with Serbs, she waived

> priority in dealing with Croats, Thus, nothing was daone regarding Gospic
= except the harassment, torture and killing of witnesses, [4]

=

;g (')ne of the Croatian officers leading the attacks on Serbs, an Albanian,
m

> Ceku, was subsequently trained by "retired” U.S. army officers on contract
> to Croatia, and he helped command “Operation Storm* in 1995, in which

> ethnic cleansing operation in the Balkan wars. Ceku later returned to
Kosovo

> to join the Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA) and worked with them during the
> 1999 bombing war. Ceku has not only never been indicted by the Tribunal,
in

> January 2000 he was sworn in by NATO's proconsul in Kosovo, Bernard

> Kouchner, as chief of the "Kosovo Protection Corps," the new look KLA.

>

> You may not have heard of Gospic or Ceku, and Nasir Oric is alsonot a
name

> featured by Rieff, the media, or the Tribunal. Arkan is a more familiar

= name. Arkan was a Serb paramilitary leader, eventually indicted by the

> Tribunal, just as NATO started to bomb Yugoslavia in March 1 999, no doubt
> coincidentally providing exemplary public relations service to NATO. Nasir
> Oric was a Bosnian Muslim officer operating out of Srebrenica, from which
> "safe haven" Oric ventured out to attack nearby Serb villages, burning
homes

> and killing over a thousand Serbs between May 1892 and January 1994, Oric
> even invited Western reporters to his apartment to see his "war trophies™
> videocassettes showing cut- off Serb heads, burnt houses, and piles of

> corpses. [5]

>

> You thought that Srebrenica was a "safe haven” only for civilians and that
> it could hardly be a UN cover for Bosnian Muslim military operations? You
> were misinformed. [6] You hadn't heard of the 1992 pushing out of Serbs
from

> Srebrenica and the multiyear attacks on nearby Serb towns and massacres
that

> preceded the Srebrenica massacre (discussed further below)? In fact, it
has

> been an absolute rule of Rieff et al./media reporting on the Bosnian

> conflict to present evidence of Serb violence in vacuo, suppressing
evidence

> of prior violence against Serbs, thereby falsely suggesting that Serbs

were

> never responding but only jnitiated violence (this applies to Vukovar,

> Mostar, Tuzla, Gorazde, and many other towns). [7]

=

> You hadn't heard of Nasir Oric and can't understand why he has never been
> indicted by the Tribunal although doing the same sort of thing as Arkan,
but

> perhaps on a somewhat larger scale? It is not puzzling at all if you

realize

> that the "phalanx" | mentioned above which includes Rieff et al., the

media,

> and the Tribunal, also includes the NATO powers and is serving their ends,
> which did not include justice (see below).

-

> Johnstone provides many examples of how the phalanx twisted facts for

> political ends, including an extensive and compelling analysis of the

> various non-proofs of "systematic rape" as Serb policy. [8] But the

choicest
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> morsel showing how the propaganda system works was the Nazi-style “death
;scamp“ with its picture of the "thin man" Fikret Alic behind barbed wire.

> Johnstone notes, the Bosnian Muslims and Croatians also had prison camps
> during the Bosnian wars, but Radovan Karadzic, the "indicted war
criminal,”

= was not as smart as they were-he allowed the Western media to visit his
> camps.

>

> Itis now well established as truth, if not permitted to surface in the

> mainstream media, that: (1) the thin man was not behind barbed wire-the
> barbed wire was around a small unused compound from which the
photographers

> from Britain's Independent Television Network took their pictures; (2) he
> was not even in a prison camp, let alone a death camp, but was in transit
> through a refugee center, on his way to exile in Scandinavia: (3) the

> thinness of Fikret Alic was not typical of people in the camp, but was

> highlighted to fit the "Auschwitz" image.

-

> Nevertheless, “in August 1992, the 'thin man behind barbed wire' photos
made

> the tour of the front pages of virtually every tabloid newspaper in the

> Westem world and appeared on the cover of Time, Newsweek, and other mass
> circulation magazines." [9] The U.S. proposal for a war crimes tribunal

> followed in the same month, and German Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel,

> featuring the evidence of the "thin man" photo, made it clear that the

> Tribunal's function was to prosecute Serbs, who were ethnic cleansing "to
> achieve their national goals in Bosnia-Herzegovina [which] is genocide."

> This was only one of many frauds based on disinformation. but it was a
major

> one, helping make the Serbs-as- Nazis a given for the phalanx and much of
> the Western public.

=

> Milosevic Started It All

>

> Central to the party line of NATO and the phalanx has been the theme that
> Milosevic is the demon who started it al| by his nationalist quest for a

> "Greater Serbia" and his (and Serbia's) view that non-Serbs "had no place
in

> their country, and even no right to live” (Clinton). According to David

> Rieff, Milosevic "had quite correctly been described by U.S. officials

...as

> the architect of the catastrophe,” [10]) and Tim Judah referred to

> Milosevic's responsibility for wars in “Slovenia, Croatia, Bosnia, Kosovo:

> four wars since 1991 and the result of these terrible conflicts, which

began

> with the slogan ‘All Serbs in One State' is the cruelest of Ironies.” [11]

>

> On its face this perspective seems simple-minded, and is even referred to
by

> @ more sophisticated analyst than Rieff or Judah, Lenard Cohen, a bit

> sardonically, as the "paradise lost/loathsome leaders perspective” on

> history. [12] Johnstone's book destroys this party line by a convincing

> analysis of the dynamics of the conflict observable in the actions and

> interests of all the parties involved, extending even to expatriate

lobbying

> groups of the Croatians and Albanians.

=

> In her enlightening chapter on Germany, Johnstone describes its hostility
to

> Serbia and contacts with Croatian emigre groups long before the arrival of
> Milosevic. Germany had attacked Serbia during World War | and then again
> under the Nazis; whereas the Croatians and Kosovo Albanians had been
German

> allies. Germany under the Nazis had regularly used the gambit of siding
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with

> "ﬁthnic minorities" as a means of weakening rival or target states, and

wit

> the qeath of the Soviet Union and the end of Western support of a unified

> and independent Yugoslavia, and German reunification, Germany renewed that
> gambit as it aimed to consolidate its power in Eastern Europe. Germany

> At the same time as the Europeans encouraged the secession of Slovenia and
> Croatia, and the United States threatened Yugoslavia if it tried to

maintain

> its borders by use of its army, the NATO alliance failed to deal with the

> threat to the stranded minorities in the seceding territories. The

> EU-appointed Badinter commission even announced in November 1991 that
> Yugoslavia was "in a process of dissolution," which helped accelerate the

> dissolution; and by giving recognition to the artificial boundaries of the

> "Republics," while refusing to consider the demands of the large groups

> within those Republics that wanted to stay in Yugoslavia, Badinter

provided

> an ideal formula for producing ethnic warfare. This was not Milosevic

> causing trouble, it was the Germans and other NATO powers who encouraged
> dissolution without offering any constructive solution to minority demands

> (Johnstone discusses some of the ignored possibilities).

>

> Their obvious bias against the Serbs, and encouragement to the national

> groups opposed to the Serbs, also maximized the threat to peace, as it
made

> the Serbs justly suspicious of NATO intentions and encouraged the other

> groups to resist a negotiated settlement and provoke the Serbs into

actions

> that would increase NATO intervention on their behalf. This was

dramatically

> evident in Bosnia, where the European powers arranged for an independence
> vote in 1992, despite the fact that the Bosnia-Herzegovina constitution

> required that such a vote be taken only upon agreement among the
republic's

> three "constituent peoples” (Muslims, Croats and Serbs). The Bosnian Serbs
> boycotted this election, and the creation of this artificial and badly

> divided state assured war and ethnic cleansing. This again was a

> catastrophic decision made by the NATO powers, not by Milosevic.

-

> Johnstone has an extensive discussion of the brutal historical background
of

> Bosnia- Herzegovina (and Croatia), which had been the scene of massive
> inter-group crimes during World War |1 [13] She also demonstrates clearly
> that Bosnia was no multiethnic paradise upset by Serb violence, in the
myth

> perpetrated by Rieff ot al. and the NATO media. Johnstone points out that
> even as early as December 1990, in elections in Bosnia the nationalist

> parties won easily, capturing 80 percent of the votes, suggesting
something

> other than a non-nationalistic society. She also provides solid evidence

> that Alija [zetbegovic, the Muslim leader of Bosnia in the war years, was

a

> committed believer in an Islamic-not a multiethnic-state, and a man who

> regarded Turkey as too advanced and modernist, preferring Pakistan as his
> Islamic model. The thousands of Mujahidden fighters, including Al Qaeda
> militants, that he welcomed to fight for his cause, and the massive aid
>given him by Saudi Arabia, were not supplied in the cause of

> multi-ethnicity.

=

> Johnstone shows that with U.S. aid and encouragement |zetbegovic fought
any
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; settlement that would result in autonomy for the major national groups.

9,

> like the KLA, realized that he could pursue a maximalist strategy by
getting

> the more-than-willing United States to support him both diplomatically
and,

> increasingly, by military means. Milosevic, and to a lesser extent the

> Bosnian Serbs, were repeatedly willing to sign compromise agreements, but
> |zetbegovic repeatedly refused, with U.S. support-most importantly, in the
> case of the "Lisbon Accord" of March 1992, which was signed by all three
> parties, but from which Izetbegovic withdrew, on U.S. advice. Milosevic
also

> not well regarded by the party liners. Richard Holbrooke acknowledges

> Milosevic's efforts to save the Dayton accord from Izetbegovic's

> foot-dragging, and the 1995 U.S. bombing of Bosnian Serbs may have been
part

> of the price paid to get Izetbegovic, not Milosevie, to negotiate at

Dayton.

> [14]

=

> Johnstone's detailed account of Croatia stresses the genocidal behavior of
> the Croats toward the Serbs in World War II; the long- standing backing of
> the nationalist movement in Croatia by Germany, Austria, and the Vatican;
> the importance of the Croatian lobby in the United States and eisewhere in
> mobilizing support for their breakaway from Yugoslavia; and Croatia's

> skilled propaganda efforts, helped along by their employment of public

> relations firm Ruder Finn. "News" about Croatia and its victimization by

> Serbia flowed from Zagreb and Ruder Finn. Quite independently of Milosevic
> the Croatian nationalists, Jed by Franjo Tudjman from 1890, were clearly

> aiming at a "Greater Croatia" that would include a part of Bosnia, as well

> as the Serb- inhabited Krajina area. As convincingly described by
Johnstone,

> it was a masterpiece of effective propaganda that Croatia's war in Bosnia
> and expulsion of a quarter million Serbs from Krajina (with active U.S,

> assistance) was portrayed in the West not as part of a quest for a Greater
> Croatia, but as a resistance to Milosevic's striving for a Greater Serbia.

-

> According to Clinton and mainstream commentary, Milosevic's drive for a
> Greater Serbia and nationalism was demonstrated by his inflammatory

> nationalistic speeches of 1987 and 1989, This is a perfect illustration of

> the profound role of disinformation in the demonization process. The two

> famous speeches DENOUNCE nationalism: Milosevic actually said that
>"Yugoslavia is a multinational community, and it can survive only on

> condition of full equality of all nations that live in it." Nothing in the

> two speeches contradicts this sentiment.

>

> In dispelling the "myth" of Milosevic, Johnstone hardly puts him on a

> pedestal. He was an opportunistic politician, "whose ‘ambiguity’ allowed

him

> to win elections, but not to unite the Serbs." Milosevic gained popularity

> by condemning both Serbian nationalism and Communist bureaucracy, and by
> promising economic reforms in line with the demands of the Western

financial

> community. In Johnstone's view, Milosevic can be regarded as a criminal

"if

> using criminals to do dirty tasks makes him a criminal,” but on this count

> he was "no more [guilty] (or rather less) than the late President Tudjman =
of

> Croatia or President Alija Izetbegovic of Bosnia, widely regarded as a

> saint." He was less a nationalist than Tudjman and Izetbegovic, and claims

> that he had "dehumanizing beliefs” and an “eliminationist project" are

taken
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> out of the whole cloth. [15]
=

;_Mifosevic's alleged pursuit of a Greater Serbia was also a misreading of
is

> actual policies, which were, first, to prevent the disintegration of

> Yugoslavia, and second, as that disintegration occurred to protect the
Serb

> minorities in the new states and allow them either to remain in Yugoslavia
> or obtain autonomy in the new rump states. In fact, he was considered by
the

> Bosnian Serbs and Krajina victims of Operation Storm to be a sell- out,

> eager to bargain away their interests in excha nge for a possible lifting

of

> sanctions on Yugoslavia. He did support the Bosnian Serbs, sporadically,
but

> it is rarely mentioned that all the NATO powers and Saudia Arabia and Al
> Qaeda were supporting the Bosnian Muslims (and Croatia was supporting its
> allies in Bosnia),

>

> So Milosevic was gullty of pursuing a Greater Serbia by trying to prevent
> the dissolution of Yugoslavia and feebly seeking to give stranded and

> threatened Serb populations protection! His "war" against Slovenia-one of
> those "terrible conflicts” Tim Judah attributes to Milosevic-was a

> half-hearted ten-day effort to prevent an illegal secession of that

> Republic, quickly terminated with minimal (and mainly Yugoslavy army)

> casualties. Meanwhile, Tudjman, quite openly seeking a Greater Croatia,
and

> |zetbegovic, trying to leverage U.S. and other NATO hostility to
Yugoslavia

> into a means of compelling unwanted Greater Muslim rule in Bosnia, were
just

> victims of the bad man! This is Orwell written into mainstream truth.

>

> The same is true of the Kosovo struggle. There is no question but that

> Milosevic's crackdown in 1989 was brutal, and that police and army actions
> against the KLA in later years were sometimes ruthless, but the phalanx
has

> ignored a number of key facts. One is that Kosovo was largely run by

> Albanians before 1989, and the first target of the 1989 crackdown was the
> old bureaucracy run by Albanian communists. Second, under their rule it
was

> Serbs who were discriminated against and driven out of Kosovo. In the
1980s

> and earlier Kosovo Albanian nationalists were openly engaging in "ethnic
> cleansing” in the interests of a homogenous Albanian state, and in the
1990s

> the movement became strictly irredendist, ai ming not at reform but exit
from

> Yugoslavia. The movement's leaders were also more openly interested in a
> "Greater Albania." As in the case of the Izetbegovic faction of the

Bosnian

>Muslims, the KLA soon saw that by provocation and effective propaganda it
> would be possible to get NATO to serve as its military arm.

>

> Johnstone describes the Yugoslav efforts to compromise and give the

> Albanians greater autonomy, and she notes the complete failure of the NATO
> powers to seek any kind of mediated solution (including a division of the

> Kosovo territory). The war engineered by the KLA and United States then

> ensued, with disastrous results. In Kosovo jt produced great destruction,

an

> immense flight of refugees, with thousands of casualties and a fresh

> injection of hatred on all sides that contradicted the alleged NATO aim of

> producing a genuine multisthnic community. This was followed by a massive
> ethnic cleansing of Serbs, Roma, Turks and Jews by the NATO-supported KLA,
> and Kosovo was left "without a legal system, ruled by illegal structures
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of

> the Kosovo Liberation Army and very often by competing mafias” (quoting
Jiri

> Dienstbier, UN human rights rapporteur in Kosovo). Under NATO auspices,
and

> helped along by leaders of Albania, a new advance was made in the aimofa
> "Greater Albania" in Macedonia and possibly elsewhere. Finally, Serbia was
> very badly damaged by the war, reduced to penury and dependency, conflict
> ridden and with a sham democracy in place.

=

> Of course, there was Srebrenica. But since so much in this establishment

> Balkan story consists of lies and half-truths, is it possible that the

> establishment version of this story is also misleading? Johnstone examines
> the various sources and finds considerable uncertainty regarding two
issues:

> the number of victims, and the motives of the combatants. [16] It is true

> that 199 bodies were found bound or blindfolded following the Bosnian Serb
> occupation of the town in July 1995, almost surely slaughtered by the

> Bosnian Serb attackers. But what about the alleged 8,000 killed? The

figure

> of 8,000 seems to have been arrived at by adding a Red Cross estimate of
> 3,000 that "witnesses" said were detained by the Bosnian Serbs to the
figure

> of 5,000 who the Red Cross said "fled Srebrenica, some of whom reached
> Central Bosnia.” Although there was no reason from this accounting to add
> the 5,000 as killed, this became conventional truth. The Bosnian Muslims

> shrewdly refused to tell the Red Cross how many had survived, helping

> suggest that they were all dead.,

>

> Six years later, Tribunal forensic teams had uncovered 2,361 badies in
this

> region of heavy fighting, many almost surely fallen soldiers on both
sides.

> Recall also that the United States had engaged in intensive satellite

> imaging of this area, and Madeleine Albright had even promised to keep
> watching to see if the Bosnian Serbs disturbed the graves. But she never
> produced for public view any satellite photo showing bodies being
deposited

> in or removed from graves,

. :

> As to motive for the killings that took place, it is interesting that the

> significant killings (and expulsions) of Serbs (and Roma) in (and from)

> Kosovo after the NATO takeover were regularly treated in the West as

> "revenge," whereas the killings in and around Srebrenica, plausibly

> attributable to Bosnian Serb anger at the prior murderous aperations of
> Nasir Oric against Serbs in the Srebrenica vicinity, were not "revenge"
but

> "genocide” in the Western system of double standards. As noted, this rests
> in goad part on the blackout of the prior events associated with Nasir
Oric

> and his Bosnian Muslim forces.

=

> Johnstone has a devastating account of the work of the International

> Criminal Tribunal for Former Yugoslavia, showing its political origin,

> purpose and service, as well as its violation of all Western judicial
norms

> (including its use of "indictments" to condemn and ostracize without
trial).

> Among many other points featured is the fact that the Tribunal has only
> sought to establish responsibility at the top for Serbs, never for

Croatian

> or Bosnian Muslim leaders. Johnstone also notes the unwillingness to
indict

> any NATO personnel or officials for readily documented war crimes. She
also
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> points out that the indictment of Milosevic on May 27, 1999, based on

> unverified information provided by U.S. intelligence one day earlier, was

> needed by NATO to cover over ifs intensifying bombing of Serbian civilian
> sites, in straightforward violation of international law, As Clinton said,

> "The indictment confirms that our war is just,” but it much more clearly

> confirmed that the Tribunal was a political, not a judicial institution.

=

> A further illustration is afforded in her enlightening account of the

novel

> "hearing" on the Karadzic case in July 1996, where the Tribunal innovated
a

> judicial rule whereby Karadzic's attorney was not allowed to offer a
defense

> of his client; he could merely abserve. The main evidence of Karadzic's

> "genocidal intent" was a phrase he uttered in 1991 while calling on

> Izetbegovic to recognize the Bosnian Serbs desire to remain in Yugoslavia,
> saying that "do not think that You will not perhaps make the Muslim people
> disappear, because the Muslims cannot defend themselves if there is a

> war-How will you prevent everyone from being killed in Bosnia-
Herzegovina?"

> Although this muddled sentence issued in the heat of debate could be

> interpreted as a warning of the dangers of war, and comparable statements
> were made by Izetbegovic and many others, this was presented by the
Tribunal

> as serious evidence of genocidal intent.

>

> Johnstone contends that the United States was a participant in the Balkan
> wars for a number of reasons, including the desire to maintain its role as
> leader of NATO and to help provide it with a function on its 50th

> anniversary year (celebrated in the midst of the 78-day bombing warin
April

> 1999); if Germany and others were going to intervene in Yugoslavia, the
> United States would have fo enter and play its role, and incidentally show
> that in the use of force it was still champion. The United States was also

> helping itself in its Bosnian intervention by demonstrating its

willingness

> to aid Muslims, contradicting its image as anti-Muslim, and solidifying

its

> relationship with Turkey and other Muslim countries helping in the Bosnian
> war. It was also positioning itself for further advances in the region

with

> a major military base in Kosovo and new clients in an area of increasing

> interest with links to the Caspian basin. The humanitarian motive was

> contradicted by inherent implausibility and by the nature and
inhumanitarian

> results of the U.S. and NATO intervention.

>

> All-in-all the United States did well from its intervention, but the

people

> of the area did poorly. The policies of it and its European allies were

> primary causes of the breakup of Yugoslavia and the failure to manage any
> split peaceably. Their intervention was not "too late,” but early,

> destructive, and well designed to encourage the ethnic cleansing that

> followed. Subsequently, they failed to mediate the confiict in Kosovo and
> collaborated with the KLA in producing a highly destructive war, followed

> an aoccupation in which REAL ethnic cleansing took place, with NATO

> acquiesence and even cooperation. Bosnia and Kosovo are under colonial
> occupation. The remnant Yugoslavia, once a vibrant and truly multiethnic
> state, is poor, crowded with refugees, dependent on a hostile West,

> confiict-ridden, and rudderless. The Balkans are neither stable nor free:

> their future as NATO clients does not look promising.

-3

> Diana Johnstone has written up this story in a readable, scholarly, and

> convincing way that | have been able to summarize all to briefly here. It
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is

> an important book, especially for a left that has been confused by the
> outpourings of a very powerful propaganda system.,

-

-
>
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Sagittarius
Van: “sza" <despot@www.dough.org>
Aan: "Nico & Neeltje" <sagitar@hetnet.nl>

Verzonden: donderdag 27 maart 2003 23:24
Onderwerp:  Fw: [ANSWER]: SAT, APRIL 12: National March on

----- Original Message -----

From: AN.S.W.ER. <answer.general(@action-mail. org>

To: <answer.general(@action-mail . org>

Sent: Wednesday, March 26, 2003 4:41 PM

Subject: [ANSWER]: SAT, APRIL 12: National March on Washington

> SATURDAY, APRIL 12;

> NATIONAL MARCH on WASHINGTON

-

> STOP THE WAR ON IRAQ!

> (Gather at 12 noon

> March on the White House

=

> On Saturday, April 12, join the tens of thousands of

> people of conscience who will surround the White House.
> The whole world is watching to see if the people of the

> United States can intensify the power of the anti-war

> movement at the moment that the Bush Administration is
> intending to slaughter tens of thousands of Iraqi people

> and occupy their country. We urge every anti-war organizer
> and concemed person to bring your friends, neighbors and
> family members to this all-important mobilization on April
>12.

>

> The world is in a state of Shock and Revulsion as the

> murderous Bush Administration follows through on its

> promise to "Shock and Awe" the Iraqi people by dropping
> thousands of bombs and missiles on their capital, a city

> that is home to 4.5 million human beings. Baghdad has been
> bombed relentlessly, terrorizing the occupants of that

> city and of the entire country. U.S. "precision" bombs

> have slammed into poor residential neighborhoods in

> Baghdad and a busy shopping street. U.S. and British

> troops are leaving a "trail of death" in their wake as

> they invade and bomb Iraq and reporters describe charred
> corpses littering the roads to Baghdad as well as in its

> streets. U.S. and British forces have laid siege to Basra,

> bombing and destroying the electrical supply to the main
> water plant and blocking the Iraqi food distribution

> system into Basra. The people of Basra are now starving
> and without water; various U.N. agencies state that Basra
> is in humanitarian crises and on the verge of a major

> cholera outbreak and massive child mortality. This crisis
> is caused by the U.S. attack coupled with the effect of 12
> years of U.S.-led U.N. economic sanctions. The United

> States government is telling the people of Basra that they
> may only have food and water if they rise up against the
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; Iraqi government and accept the U.S. occupation.

> The Iraqi people and the U.S. GIs who have been killed and
> wounded and are suffering are the casualties of George W.
> Bush's unprovoked war of aggression. We extend our

> heartfelt sympathies to the families of all those who have

> been killed and wounded as a consequence of this illegal

> imperialist war.

=

> This horrific unprovoked attack on Iraq must be understood
= as one of the extreme terrorist acts of modern times.

> Cruise missiles launched from submarines and aircraft

> hundreds of miles away and 2,000 Ib. bombs dropped from
> 30,000 ft. up are the latest example of the Bush

> administration's criminal resort to limitless violence and

> terrorism in order to achieve its objectives of conquest

> and occupation. The hypocrisy of the war against Iraq is

> extreme: the most powerful military in the world waging

> first strike war with the most advanced weapons against an
> impoverished country on the pretext that it someday may

> possess such weapons.

>

> The world has entered a new phase. The Bush Administration
> is hell bent on world domination. The war on Iraq was

> meant to signal that the U.S. use of raw military power

> will be the means to create a new era of Empire. We

> understand that the war on Iraq is only one of the fronts

> on which the United States government is determined to

> build a world empire. The U.S. is also waging war in

> Colombia, training future death squads at the dreaded

> School of the Americas/WHISC, and waging economic war
> through the IMF, World Bank, and free trade treaties such
> as the Free Trade Area of the Americas agreement.

>

> To the shock of the warmakers, their plans have ignited a

> world movement of opposition and solidarity. In addition

> to the well publicized demonstrations in Europe and the

> Middle East, nearly every country in Latin America has

> participated in massive street demonstrations and the

> continent has nearly unanimously rejected Bush's

> "Coalition of the Willing." For months this movement has
> delayed and restrained the war plans for Iraq. Bush and

> Co. have lost all legitimacy and they are isolated. The

> people's movement has deprived them of the any threadbare
> claim to legality.

>

> April 12 comes in the midst of the long-planned

> "Mobilization Against Military and Economic Intervention
> in Latin America and the Caribbean" organized by the Latin
> America Solidarity Coalition (LASC). This coalition, which
> includes some members of the A N.S.W. ER Steéring

> Committee, has called for a series of actions from April

> 10- 15. In addition to converging in Washington on

> Saturday April 12 for the mass march on the White House to
> Stop the War on Irag, AN.S.W.ER. encourages you to
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> travel to DC in time for the public opening plenary of the
> LASC conference on Friday evening, April 11, and to stay
>fora c_iemonsiraﬁon on Sunday, April 13 focusing on Latin
> America Solidarity which will march to several corporate
> and financial institutions before arriving at the World

> Bank. Visit the LASC web page at www.lasolidarity.org for
> full details.
>

> Today our hearts are filled with both anger at the war and

> sadness for the suffering people of Iraq who are enduring

> this unprovoked terrorist attack, and for the grieving

> families of the sons and daughters of America who Bush has

> sent to kill and be killed for his war of aggression and

> conquest. But sadness and grief should be coupled with a

> profound understanding that the sudden emergence of a new

> global movement offers the best and only hope that the

>U.S. government's plans for militarism, war and domination

> _ the doctrine of endless war -- can and will be

> overcome. In the days ahead we must intensify the struggle

> against this cruel war.

>

> WHAT YOU CAN DO:

>

> * SPREAD THE WORD! Forward this email, and download

> flyers, posters and stickers from the A.N.S.W.E.R. web

> page (available by Thursday).

>

> * ORGANIZE BUSES TO DC. Let us know about transportation

> from your city. Fill out the form at

> mﬂwtmwmmmwp
> (if this link does not take you directly to the form,

> scroll down) to list your transportation plans.

>

> * ENDORSE THE MOBILIZATION at

> http:ﬂww.international amﬁg@mmﬂggsweg@
> (if this link does not take you directly to the form,

> scroll down)

>
>

>

> FOR MORE INFORMATION:

> ht_tp:a’fwwwintematignalAN SWER.org
> http://www. VoteNoWar.org

> info@internationalanswer.org

> New York 212-633-6646

> Washington 202-544-3389

> Los Angeles 213-487-2368

> San Francisco 415-821-6545

>

> To make a tax-deductible donation, go to
> l_m:p:wa.intemationalanswer.orgfdonate.html
>

> Sign up to receive updates (low volume):

> hﬁp:!fumw.intemationalanswer.org£subscribelist.html
>
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¥

> Send replies to answer@action-mail.org
>

> This is the ANSWER activist announcement
> list. Anyone can subscribe by sending
> any message to <answer.general-subscribe@action-mail .org>
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> To unsubscribe <answer.general-off@action-mail.org>
>

Deze e-mail is door E-mail Virus Scan van Het Net gecontroleerd op virussen. Zie voor meer
informatie: http://www.hetnet.nl/evs/
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Sagittarius
Van: "Ruza" <despol@www.dough.org>
Aan: "Branko Lisac" <branko8@hotmail.com>; "Nico & Neellje" <sagitar@hetnet.ni>; "Dolf Loth"

<loh@hesasd.nl>
Verzonden: dinsdag 11 maart 2003 22:27
Bijlage: jorglst1.hlm
Onderwerp: Fw: Zavera u gonocidu nad Srbima

—— Original Message —--

From: Boris Pribich

T_O': books@EUnetl.yu ; milos@nel.yu ; dibo@eunel.yu ; djakovac@yubc.net ; lyubomir.gruyitch@utbm.fr ;
sibila@eunel.yu ; mihpavie@EUnel.yu ; zoran@belpagette.com : millep@EUnet.yu ;
sumadija@btinternet.com ; indic1@ptt.yu ; abcde@eunet.yu ; sujic@bitsyu.net ; nesic@eunet.yu ;
civija@yahoo.com ; antich@eunet.yu ; sontina@sympatico.ca ; dragan@noos.fr ; bsavovic@f.bg.ac.yu ;
drkrslic@idirect.com ; bob@yubc.nel ; rgeorgevic@yahoo.com ; DOBBE1@excite.com : dukanac@eunel.yu ;
olipa@elab.lml.bg.ac.yu ; slefanos@EUnel.yu ; EPA2001@aol.com ; exlreme@eunel.yu ;
delphi77@yahoo.com ; petar@mail.cyberus.ca ; DRAGIN1@prodigy.net ; ivo@reporters.net ;
Blazenka@aol.com ; despot@wishmail.net ; isakovicd@zonnet.nl ; richardenbeba@wxs.nl ;
Blazenka@aol.com

Sent: Tuesday, March 11, 2003 12:25 AM

Subject: Zavera u gonocidu nad Srbima

http://SerbianDefensel eague com/jorglst]_htm

Jewish Conspiracy in the Genocide on Serbs

Jews fabricate lies in the media, Jewish PR firms promote the lies, Jewish
Institute for National Security Affairs authores policies based on lies, Jewish
organizations use lies to influence the U.S. Government, Jewish U.S. Senator
authors resolution on basis of lies, and Jewish U.S. General bombs the Serbian
people off their land.

] e 1993 -- Roy Gutman, Jew, lied about Serbs -- Newsday earned its third
Pulitzer Prize for Foreign Reporting in 1993 when Roy Guiman revealed
existence of death camps in the former Yugoslavia.

] « | David Finn, Jew, president of Ruder and Finn, promoted Gutman's lies
under the policy of "We did not confirm the existence of death camps in
Bosnia, we just made it known that Newsday affirmed it."

In 1993 Jewish Institute for National Security Affairs authored a policy using lies.
E : \
l

American Jewish Committee Australian Jewish Community
Canadian Jewish Congress National Conference ¢ qn_S_oyj_gj_Jg\._v_ry\
Rabbinical Council of America United Synagogue Youth |
Jewish Council for Public Affairs Anti-Defamation League H

I \
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_Enitecl Synagogue of Conservative Judaism

Jewish Orthodox Union
QMMGEM&Q&VLC&&QMEQ% Religious Action Center
Jewish Theolo ical Seminarg United States Holocaust Memorial Council

The Rabbinical Assembly

Milwaukee Jewish Council for Community Relations

B'nai B'rith Int'| National Jewish Community Rel ations Advisory Council

wmgommmtlﬂela_tions Council

Jewish Peace Fellowship

(=] s | 1999 -- U.S. Senator Specter, Jew, introduced the resolution authorizing air

Ooperations and missile strikes as part of larger NATO bperation against
the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia.

x] <t | 1999 -- General Clark, Jew, "was inspired by the story of his grandfather's
persecution and his determination to defeat Milosevic was fed in part by

his empathy for the victims of Serbian ethnic purges.”
Serbian Defense League
exposing crimes against humanity

Deze e-mail is door E-mail Virus Scan van H
informatie: http://www_hetnet.nl/evs/

et Net gecontroleerd op virussen. Zie voor meer

12-3-03
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MABEL WISSE SMIT
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Een dame ‘met pit’ in koninklijke sferen

VAN DE REDACTIE

In de donkere dagen voor kerstmis plegen de media nogal eens met verhalen te ko-
men die bedoeld zijn als luchtig leesvoer, om ons - met de overvloedig uitgedragen
kerstgedachten - even uit de zorg van alle dag weg te nemen. Het weekblad Elsevier
kwam in haar afgelopen kerstnummer met een verhaal over de tweede zoon van ko-
ningin Beatrix en zijn vriendin, met als titel ‘Friso van Oranje & Mabel Wisse Smit’:
carriéreprins cn dame met pit’. Over prins Friso lezen we vooral algemeenheden over
zijn persoon, dat hij zeer intelligent zou zijn, van golfen en duiken houdt, niet homo-
seksueel is en hard werkt aan een carrié¢re bij de Amerikaanse bank Goldman, Sachs
& Co in Londen. Over zijn vriendin Mabel Wisse Smit lezen we des te meer over haar

handel en wandel.

Het koninklijk huis lijkt patent te hebben op het
aantrekken van discutabele leden. Hebben we in
het verleden het nodige te doen gehad rondom
prins Bernhard, zijn vermeende lidmaatschap
van Hitlers NSDAP en betrokkenheid bij de
Lockhced corruptieaffaire, rondom het lidmaat-
schap van de Waffen-SS van prins Claus en de
familic van Maxima die deel uitmaakt van de fas-
cistische elite van Argentnié die lange tjd ecn
verschrikkelijke terreur heeft uitgeoefend, nu
wordt Mabel Wisse Smit door Llsevier uit de
coulissen gehaald en gezien de achtergrond van
de dame lijkt een nicuwe affaire niet uitgesloten.
De Rijksvoorlichtingsdienst zei na de begra-
fenis van prins Claus dat Mabel Wisse Smit ‘de
afgelopen dagen een steun en toeverlaat van de
Koningin was geweest’. Op de zondag voor de
bijzetting in Delft vergezelde ze de familic naar
de Haagse Kloosterkerk, waar de zondagsdienst
werd bijgewoond en waar prins Claus werd her-
dacht. ‘Koningin Beatrix, dic bekend staat om
haar strikte opvattingen over protocol, moet al
cen band met haar aanstaande, derde schoon-
dochter hebben ontwikkeld nog voordat er van
cen officiéle verloving sprake is’, aldus Lilsevier.
“Wie cenmaal de grafkelder in is geweest, hoort
voorgoed bij de familie. Zij is dan ook 2o goed
als zeker de tockomstige echigenote van Friso',
stelt Carla Joosten in haar artkel in Elsevier.

Netwerker

Wat is er zo bijzonder aan de dame in
kwestie? Elsevier schrijft: “Ze is erg bedachtzaam
en strategisch. Alles wat ze zegt, heeft altijd cen
reden. Ze denkt heel goed na over wat ze wil. De
cconome en politicologe, altijd smaakvol ge-

kleed, heeft flair, gaat recht op haar docl af en
zoekt op receptics alleen die mensen op aan wie
ze wat heeft. Fen netwerker pur sang.

Wat zjn dan de netwerken waaraan de toe-
komstige ‘prinses Mabel’ zo doclgericht werke?
Alle draden komen samen in Bosnié en het docl
is het openbreken van Joegoslavié.

Het begon in het voorjaar van 1993 met een
stage bij de Verenigde Nates in New York, waar
ze al gauw dikke vrienden werd met de Bosni-
sche ambassadeur bij de Verenigde Natics, Mo-
hamed Sacirbey. ‘De relatic met de nu 45-jarige
Sacirbey moet cen paar jaar hebben geduurd,
want in 1995 nog - hij was inmiddels minister
van Buitenlandsc Zaken in Bosnié - speelde hij
mee op cen familictoernooi van de Hilversumse
hockeyclub: met de familic Wisse Smut’, aldus
Llsevicr. Sacicbey staat sinds vorig jaar op de lijst
van Interpol: hij wordt er door de huidige Bos-
nische regering van beschuldigd dat hij 600.000,
en wellicht 2,5 miljoen, dollar heeft verduisterd
tocn hij ambassadeur bij de VN was.

Llsevier vermeldt verder: ‘Op 4 september
vergezelt zij Sacirbey naar cen diner op de Ame-
rikaanse ambassade in Parijs. De Franse schrijver
Bernhard-Henri Lévy beschrijft die avond in zijn
boek Le Lys et La Cendre, waar hij rept over
‘Mabel Smith, de verloofde van Mohammed Sa-
citbey’. Aanwezig zijn verder de Amerikaanse
ambassadeur, Pamela Harriman (famillie van
Averell Harriman dic in de jaren rwintig mee-
werkte aan de financiering van Hitler’s NSDAP,
zic pagina 2, red.), NAVO-generaal Wesley Clark
en diplomaat Richard Holbrook, die tijdens het
diner een keer of tien aan de telefoon wordt ge-
roepen. Maar weinigen weten waarom: de vol-
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te beschermen, de miljoenen die de straat op zijn
gekomen om de terugkeer van de gekidnapte
Elidn Gonzale te cisen en de massale declname
van de bevolking aan de verkiczingen en het ple-
bisciet voor de verdediging van de verworvenhe-
den van de tevolutie, dat alles bestaat niet in de
hoofden van de politici. et geeft op onthullen-
de wijze weer hoe 1) over democratische pro-
cessen denken.

Koloniaal

De rdching dic Lluropa uitgaat met betrek-
king tot Cuba is in alle opzichten verontrustend,
zeker nu meer en meer geroepen wordt om een
gemeenschappelijk Huropees buitenlands beleid.
We kunnen constateren dat de oude [uropese
koloniale machten hun relaties met hun ex-kolo-
nién aan het herzien ztjn. De politicke verbanden
dic zijn gevormd na de dekolonisatie ten tijde
van de bipolaire machtsverhoudingen van de
Koude Ootlog, zoals de Engelse Common-
wealth, worden op de helling gegooid. De Luro-
pese landen proberen cen directe greep op hun
oude kolonién t¢ herwinnen, Engeland speelt
cen leidende rol om president Mugabe van Zim-
babwe te verwijderen, Frankrijk intervenicert
militair in Ivoorkust, Belgié roert zich in Congo
cn Spanje werpt zich op als ‘bevrijder’ van Cuba.

In de discussic over cen gemeenschappelijk
Furopees buitenlands beleid wordt vaak het ar-
gument genoemd dat Europa daarmee een
tegenwicht tegenover de Verenigde Staten kan
worden. Wanneer we cchrer kijken naar de rea-
liteit dan zien we dat Europa in vrijwel alle inter-
nationale kwesties aan de Amerikaanse leiband
loopt.

Bij de recente uitbreiding van de NAVO lag
de cis op tafel dat de nicuwe leden hun grond-
gebied ter beschikking dicnen te stellen en troe-
pen moeten leveren voor de Amerikaanse oor-
logsmachine. De landen worden onder druk
gezet om Amerikaans militair matericel aan te
kopen. Ook bij het proces van uitbreiding van de
EU zien we de Amerikaanse bemocienis, zoals
het eisen van de opname van ‘Turkije in de EUL

Fen gemeenschappelijk Europees buiten-
lands beleid zoals dat nu vorm gegeven wordt,
maakt LBuropa niet sterker of onafhankelijker,
maar juist ondergeschikt aan de Amerikaanse
politick. Europa ontwikkelt geen onafhankelijke
politick, maar probeert in het kielzog van de
Amerikaanse oorlogspolitiek de cigen belangen
veilig te stellen. Dat hecft niets met mensenrech-

Januari 2003

Oswaldo Paya op beroek in Praag

ten of democratie te maken. Het dient ook geen
enkel Furopees volk.

Cuba komt meer en meer onder vuur van de
valse kruisridders van de 21ste ecuw: Het eiland
prijkt op de Amerikaanse lijst van “schurkensta-
ten’ en Amerikaanse functionarissen komen met
krankzinnige beschuldigingen, als zou Cuba zich
bezig houden met ontwikkeling en verspreiding
van massavernictigingswapen.

Daarmee wordt een klimaat voorbereid om
tot militair ingrijpen te komen. Dat is geenszing
denkbeeldig, als we bedenken dat Clinton in
1996 sericus overwogen heeft om Havana te
bombarderen na de beschicting van twee vlieg-
tuigies waarmee anti-Castro tecroristen het Cu-
baansc luchtruim hadden geschonden.

De prijsuitreiking aan Paya is cen signaal dat
Furopa meegaat met de Amerikaanse agressic
tegen Cuba. Voor het Cubaanse volk is dit cen
onheilspellende ontwikkeling,

11
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gf:f]dc_ dag bor?ﬁbarclcten de Amerikanen de Ser-
viérs in Bosnié. Bij verteek tegen middernacht
blijkt ook de Bosnische president Alya Izetbego-

Vic aanwezig op de ambassade. Mabel zit er met
haar necus bovenop.

Pro-moslim

. We kunnen zonder meer geloven dat Mabel
pit heeft. Volgens Elsevier verraden haar visies
op de Balkan cen pro-moslimgezindheid. In
1993 richtte ze het Furopean Action Council for
Peace in de Balkans op en werd er dirccteur. In
1994 was ze betrokken bij cen conferentic in
Macedoni¢ die buitenlandse donoren bijeen-
bracht voor de financiering van de binnenlandse
oppositie in Jocgoslavié, Sinds 1997 is zj dircc-
teur van het Open Society Institute-Brusscls, het
kantoor van het Soros Foundations Network in
West-Europa van George Soros. Deze Hongaar-
se speculant en multimiljardair heeft cen belang-
rijke rol gespeeld bij het organiseren van binnen-
landse oppositicgroepen in Oost-Europa.

[n 1997 bepleitte «ij al internationale bemoci-
cnis met Kosovo en in maart van het afgelopen
jaar drong ze aan op cen definiticve scheiding
van Servié en Montenegro. Veel ‘action’ dus,
maar weinig ‘peace’.

Van links tot rechts wordt Mabel geprezen.
Zoals door de organisatie Press Now, die zich in-
zette voor de financiering van pro-westerse me-
dia op de Balkan. Ex-GroenLinks-kamerlid Wil-
bert Willems, toenmalig direeteur, roemt in
Elsevier haar ‘gedrevenheid en betrokkenheid’.
“Ze keek verder dan de directe hulpverlening,
maar maakte meteen cen politicke analyse van de
situatie’, aldus Willems. We geloven hem op #'n
woord.

Invloed op regeringsbeleid

Mabel is duidelijk zcer kundig in ‘networking’
en verkeert in de hoogste kringen. Hoe hoog
blijkt uit het NIOD-rapport over Srcbrenica in
het hoofdstuk over de politieke situatic op de
Balkan van juni tot september 1993, waar staat te
lezen: ‘Bij het Nederlandse standpunt speelde
wellicht ook het nauwe contact met Mohamed
Sacirbey mee. Sacirbey en zijn toenmalige vrien-
din Mabel Wisse Smit zijn de enigen die door
ambtenaren van het ministerie van Buitenlandse
Zaken werden aangewezen als personen buiten
het Nederlandse politicke en ambtelijke circuit
dic invloed op het beleid vitoefenden’, aldus El-
sevier.

januari 2003
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Wanneer deze pro-moslim dame en haar
moslim-Bosnische vriend zoveel invloed op het
regeringsbeleid hadden, dan is het gocd om te
kijken welke politieke krachten zij dan vertegen-
woordigden. In de media wordt voortdurend het
beeld opgehouden dat de moslims in Bosnié het
slachtoffer waren van Kroatisch en vooral Ser-
visch geweld. Zij waren het slachtoffer van twee
agressors die hun cigen gewelddadige polineke
agenda’s hadden. Over de politicke bedoelingen
en misdaden van de Bosnische moslims horen
we vrjwel niets. Qok het Joegoslavié Tribunaal
heelt vrijwel tegen geen enkele moshim een aan-
klacht ingedicnd.

r wordt de suggestic gewekt dat de SDA

Sacirbey en zijn toenmalige vriendin Ma-
bel Wisse Smit zijn de enigen die door
ambtenaren van het ministerie van Bui-
tenlandse Zaken werden aangewezen als
personen buiten het Nederlandse politie-
ke en ambtelijke circuit die invioed op het
beleid uitoefenden

14

(Pardj van Democratische Actie) van president
lzetbegovic streed voor een vrij en democratisch
Bosni¢-Herzegowina, tegenover door nationa-
lisme bezeten tegenstanders. Wanneer we de op-
vattingen ecn daden cchter nader bezien, dan
blijkt dat we in feite te maken hebben met mos-
lim-fascisten, gedreven door uiterst reactionaire
opvattingen, die #ich te buiten zijn gegaan aan
buitengewone wreedheden. De rol van slachtof-
fer werd vooral gespeeld om de NAVO tot mili-
tair ingrijpen te krijgen, wat uiteindelijk ook ge-
beurd is.

De Islamitische Orde

Wiat betreft de politicke agenda van de mos-
lims is het verhelderend om kennis te nemen van
de opvattingen van SDA-lcider Izetbegovic. i
publiceerde in 1970 voor het cerst ijn bock ‘Is-
lamitic Declaration’, soms vertaald als ‘Islamitic
Manifesto’. Hij belandde daarvoor in de gevan-
genis, maar gaf het boek opnieuw uit in 1990,
aan de vooravond van de verkiezingen. Izetbe-
govic gebruikte het boek duidelijk als een poli-
tick program voor zijn campagne. Hij besteedt
nogal wat woorden met uit te leggen wat hij be-

doclt met ‘De Islamitische Orde’ en hij defi-

nicert die als volgt: - .
De preest complete definilte van de Islamitische O - de is:
de eenheid van religie en wel, opletding e ’(7*”‘"?” , idealen
en belangen, de spirituele samentering en ¢ "r‘ Staat e 4 al
dit el de harmonisering van de spontaniteit en verplich-
fing ... de mostion bestaat absolmut neel aly een onaflan:
kel indevidi. Als bij wil leven en woslin ﬁ:.{.;m:u_. dan
et bif een omgering scheppen, een Samenlering en cen
orde. Hij moel de wereld veranderen of bif » Wﬂ? het
shachtoffer van reranderingen. De gescheedenis heeft nog
geen istamitische beweging laten sien die nict pelipkeitjdis
cen politieke beweging was, want iskinm is een religie, mraar
tegelijkertijd cen [ilosofie, een ethick, cen orde, een stijl en
cen omizering; dal is, een fotale wijze van leven.’

[ien duidelijke reactionaire opvatting. De
moslim moct zijn omgeving scheppen en de
wereld veranderen, anders wordt hij het slacht-
offer van veranderingen. De nadruk op ‘orde’,
de ontkenning van het individu, de verwoording
van ‘een totale wijze van lever’, het zijn onmis-
kenbare cigenschappen van cen fascistische
samcnleving.

Zo ook het volgende citaat:

.in het principe ran [moslivi{broederschap ... fat een
verplichling voor de istamitische gemeenschap om institn-
fes te scheppen waarin word! recht gesproken in overeen-
stemming met haar beboefien ... De verschillende wetten,
procedures en initialieven die de werkeljjke islamitische
wacht o mogen doorvoeren om aan de principes van de
miostivs broedergemeenschap te beantwoorden i ontel-
baar en onbeperkt,”

Verder:

‘De oproeding van de bevolling, en in het bijzonder de
media die cen effect op bet publick hebben, soals kranten,
P'tf(!’f-ﬂ en fl?f:’n’-'i‘.ﬂlb'. et -’f’ﬂr(lllu‘.'ﬂ J'Uu‘.’f'l’.'."ffﬂfl’J'.‘-’({ aan mensen
wiel een onbesproken tslamitische reputatie, morele hon-
ding en intellect.”

De verplichling om instituties te scheppen
die in overeenstemming zijn met haar behoeften,
onbeperkte wetgeving voor de islamitische
macht en totale controle over opvoeding en de
media; hier wordt een pleidooi gehouden voor
cen totalitaire staat.

En wat schrijft deze man, waarvoor Mabel
Wisse Smit zo gedreven bezig is, over andere
samenlevingsvormen:

o e belangrijkste saak die de O 'nran aanbereell is: al-
des van Istam; al bet andere is slechis een detail en een ver-
klaring van dit centrale idee. Dit aspect van islam bevat
het principe van de Islamitische Orde, dat is le gegsen de
vereniging van religie en politick, maar het beeft ook con-
sequenties voor een fundanentee prakiisch belang, waar-
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S e s

: te &5 de onmogeliiheid opr de Islamitische Or-
¢ le vernmengen mel miet-islamitisehe systemren, et is in

Jette onmogeliik dat er prede of samender

i ing kan bestaan
f.'f.f&:{.’{f de islamitische religie en neet-Eslamitische sociale en
politieke instituties.’

De onmogelijkheid om de Tslamitiscl
te vermengen met

1¢ Orde
nict-1slamitische systemen, ja
zc.:lfs de onmogelijkheid van veede of samenle-
ving, geeft in duidelijkheid aan elke verantwoor-
delijkheid de Bosnische moslimregering draagt
voor de oorlog in Bosnié-1 !crzcgo\‘vinn.hl Iet laat
ook duidelijk zien vanuit wat voor mentalitcit de
Albanezen cen gruwelijke etnische zuivering van
Kosovo hebben uitgevoerd, onder het wakend
0og overigens van de NAVO-troepen.

Praktische uitwerking

Elders schrijft 1zetbegovic:

Men kan geen Islamitische Orde vestigen, bebalve in een
land waar de moslims de meerderbeid van de beroleing
wuitmarken.’

Jocgoslavié kon daarom geen optie zijn, aan-
gezien de moslims veruit in de minderheid wa-
ren. Maar ook in Bosni€ vormden zij cen min-
derheid, de helft van het land was Servisch,
slechts cen kwart was moslim. De consequentic
van de opvattingen was dan ook niet alleen de
afscheiding van Joegoslavié, maar ook corlog te-
gen andere etnische groepen in Bosnié. Hicrover
schrijft lzetbegovic, daacbij teruggrijpend op de
Koran:

‘En om tegen hen te vechten bereid je je 1oor met afles wat
Je hebt op het ‘gefffad van machi en wilgernsie caraleri,
odat je de vijanden van Allal) en jorw vijanden kunt be-
vechien, en andere rijanden die je niet kent, maar die Al-
tah wel kent. Ln alles wat je offert op bet pad naar Al-
laly zal vorstelijle worden terng belaald en je sult geen
verliesen lijden.’

Dit is cen regelrechte oproep om andere et-

nische groepen te bevechten, waarbij een vorste-
litke beloning in het vooruitzicht wordt gesteld.
Verder schrijft hij:
‘Oh Profect, spoor de gelovigen aan am fe sirijden. s er
ondler jullie hvintig worden geronden die weten rol te hou-
den, dan sullen ze tveehonderd orerinnen, als er hon-
derd gevonden worden dan ullen duizend ongelovigen
worden overmonnen, wanl dat sijn mensen die dat miet
knnnen begrijpen.’

Ilier wordt de profeet gevraagd de gelovigen
aan te sporen te vechten tegen de ongelovigen,
d.wiz. de niet-moslims, ‘dic dat niet kunnen be-
grijpen’. Als de media gelijk zouden hebben ge-
had dat de moslims slachtoffers waren van Ser-

januari 2003

visch geweld, dan hadden ze geen profect nodig
om naar de wapens te grijpen om zich te verde-
digen.
lin hoe mocten de gelovigen vechten? Zice-
hicr wat Izetbegovic schrijft:

De sanctic voor ven stechie daad is een andere en iden-
licke slechte daad (een straf). Maar wie vergeeft en her-
vor, brengt eon last op Allab. i howdt niet van on-
gerechtigheid... Bestrijd op Allah’s pad i die jou
bestrijden en wees niet ongehoorsaam. Allaly bowdrt niet
van de ongehoorzame! Dood e wanneer je ze vindl, rer-
Jaag ¢ waar 3¢ jou verjaagd hebben, samenwerking is
een grolere sonde dan moord. Maar vecht niet legen e in
de bunri ran een heilige moskee, tenst ij besinnen. En
als s je daar asurallen, dood e dan. Dat is de rergel-

Het is in feite onmogelijk dat er vrede of
samenleving kan bestaan tussen de isla-
mitische religie en niet-islamitische socia-

le en politieke instituties

ding fegen de ongelorigen, Mochten if stoppen, dan zal
Al greker genadkin sijn.’

Qog om oog, tand om tand, moorden en niet
vergeven, want dat betekent cen last voor Allahl
Wees niet ongchoorzaam, dood de ongelovige.
Samemwerking is cen grotere zonde dan moor-
den. De moordpartijen van de moslimstrijders in
Bosni¢ worden zorgvuldig buiten becld gehou-
den. De gebeurtenissen rond Srebrenica zijn cen
goed voorbeeld. Voortdurend wordt het becld
overeind gchouden van de vermeende massa-
moord op achtduizend moslims, tenwijl er tallo-
ze feiten en berichten zijn dic de bewering
onderuit halen. Waar niemand over praat is dat
in het jaar voorafgaande aan de inname van Sre-
brenica meer dan honderd Servische dorpen
roncdom Srebrenica zijn verwoest door moslim-
bendes onder leiding van Naser Oric, waarbij
maar schatting tweeduizend mensen het leven
hebben gelaten. Oric loopt gewoon vrij rond en
heeft een nachtclub in Tuzla.

Handzar Divisie

Het fascistische karakter van lzetbegovic
wordt nog duidelijker uit de door hem persoon-
lijk heropgerichte Handzar Divisie. De oor-
spronkelijke Handzar Divisic was opgericht
door de Groot Mocfit van Jeruzalem, een bond-
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genoot van Hitler die een helpende hand tocstak
door naar Bosnié tc gaan en in cen snel empo
jonge moslimvrijwilligers recruteerde om in
samenwerking met de Kroatische fascistische
Ustashe jacht te maken op joden en Serviérs.
Meer dan cen miljoen zijn er in concentratie-
kampen omgebracht, op een wijze waar zelfs de
nazi’s nict aan konden tippen.

Voordat de media lzetbegovic vertroetelden
als ‘democraat en slachtoffer’ schrijft de Daily
Telegraph:

‘Andere en vreemde machten hebben nu de lei-
ding, sommigen van het laagste allooi van het
Bosnische moslimleger. Dit zijn de mannen van
de Handzar Divisie. “We doen alles met het mes
en we vechten altijd in de frontlinie”, vertelde
een Handzar tegen cen VN-officier. Met zo'n
zesduizend man sterk, verheerlykt de Handzar
Divisic de fascistische cultuur. Zij zien zichzelf
als de erfgenamen van de 8§ Handzar Divisic,
gevormd door de Bosnische moslims in 1943
om voor de nazi’s te vechten. [un spirituele mo-
del was Mohammed Amin al-THussein, de Groot
Moeft van Jeruzalem, dic samenwerkie met Hit-
ler. Tot verbazing van VN-officieren spraken een
aantal van hen, die de leiding over de Handzars
hadden in [ojnica, goed Servisch-Kroatisch.
“Veel van hen waren Albanezen, hetzij uit Ko-
sovo of Albanié.”

Zij worden getraind en geleid door veteranen uit
Afghanistan en Pakistan, aldus VN-bronnen. De
sterke aanwezigheid van Albanezen is cen on-
heilspellend teken. Het kan betekenen dat het
zaad van de oorlog zich al vitspreidt naar het zui-
den via IKosovo naar Albanié ¢n naar de Albanc-
zen in Macedonié. Pakistaanse fundamentalisten

TARGETS ™

hebben cen grote hand in wapenlcvcmnd(?s en
de Kleine wapenindustrie voor de Bosnische
moslims.

Hardliners van het Bosnische leger, zoals de
Handzar, lijken in toencmende mate stcun te
krijgen van cen groeiend extremistisch Imfl.cr—
schap in Sarajevo, vertcgcnwoordigd door lL]uP
Ganic, minister van Buitenlandse Zaken, Harts
Silajdzic, de ecrste minister en Enver Hadjihasa-
novic, de nicuwe 1cgcropperhﬂvelhcbbcr.'

Voor dezc lieden heeft Mabel ‘met pit’ zich
op gedreven wijze in volle overtuiging ingezct.
[in nict alleen dat, Zij heeft met haar, inmuddels
door Interpol gezochte, vriend Sacirbey invloed
uitgeoefend op her Nederlandse beletd, #o blijkt
uit het Srebrenica rapport dat op dit moment in
discussie is.

IHet Feit dat een ambassadeur van een ander
land invloed uitoefent op het Nederlandse rege-
ringsbeleid is ongehoord. Nog ernstiger is het
feit dat de betrokken ambassadeur één van de
deelnemende pattijen in de oorlog was.

De vraag dic velen stellen waarom juist
Nederland zo nodig cen ‘mission impossible’
wilde uitvoeren, lijkt e worden beantwoord.
Nederland heeft zich aangeboden het vuile werk
op te knappen om de Amerikanen cen alibi te
geven tot militair ingdjpen. [Tun luchtsteun aan
het Kroatsche leger bij het verdrijven van
250.000 Serviérs uit de Krajina, was de cerste
aanvalsoorlog buiten het NAVO-grondgebied,
en de eerste stap in de uitvoering van de plannen
dic begin jaren negentig al klaar lagen: het bom-
barderen van geheel Joegoslavié.

Cuban Re

Imtermainanal ihumbsdusn on [
bfexhade of Coba

De Cuban Review is het beste venster naar Cuba ...
.. omdat het meer is dan alleen maar een blad over Cuba
in de Engelse en Spaanse taal

In het januari/februari nummer

* Amerikaanse blokkade verliest terrein

* Exclusief interview met Chucho Valdés

* De Chineese wijk in Havana

* Varadero, strand met mystiek

* De nationale botanische tuin van Cuba

* Clinton's waardering voor Habanos

* De Internationale beurs van Havana (Fihav):
een ontmoeting tussen continenten

Wilt u een proefnummer? Vul dan de bon in op pagina 23
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Sagittarius
Van: "Nico Steijnen” <n.h.van.holst@freeler.nl>
- Aan: <sagitar@hetnet.nl>

Verzonden: zaterdag 30 november 2002 22:43
Onderwerp: [Fwd: The Ustasha Genocide - A Historical

——————— Original Message --—----

Subject: The Ustasha Genocide - A Historical Review
Date: Sat, 30 Nov 2002 12:43:02 -0000

From: "CDSM" <cdsm_b@btopenworld.com>

To: <Undisclosed-Recipient:;>

HTTP./WWW STOPNATO.ORG.UK <hitp://WWW .STOPNATQ.ORG.UK>

The Ustasha Genocide - A Historical Review

An Introduction to The Ustasha, The Independent State of Croatia...
The Ustasha are members of a fascist movement, of an ultra-nationalist
and terrorist orientation, aiming at a Greater Croatia (Ustasha means
"rebel").

Research Papers

English:

The application of remote sensing and IT in research of mass graves in

the system of Jasenovac ustasha camps

By Jasmin Babic, Tomas Cupkovic and Nebojsa Bosiocic (PDF - 2330Kb)
Remote sensing enables a large amount of qualitative new data about the
Earth's surface to be obtained. It also creates precise geodetic bases

in a new, efficient and economic way. It can also be applied to the
discovery of mass graves in the system of Croatian ustasha genocide
camps. This research demands an interdisciplinary approach and a
methodology by which we can find the precise location and make a
detailed analysis of any individual grave.

Georadar test examinations on the place of mass execution - Donja Gradina
By Spomenko J. Mihajlovic, Vasilije Belobrkovic and Vladimir Miletic
(PDF -460Kb)

Preliminary. Project Donja Gradina

By Miroslav Markovic, Jasmin Babic and Nebojsa Bosiocic (PDF - 85Kb)
Related Links:

Federal Court to Hear Holocaust Case Against Vatican

On March 23 in a San Francisco federal court, Judge Maxine Chesney will
hear arguments for and against a lawsuit filed by Holocaust survivors

and their heirs against the Vatican Bank and Franciscan Order. Recent
controversy surrounding the wartime Pope, Pius XI1, figures in the
lawsuit filed by Serbs, Jews, and Ukrainians. The subject of the lawsuit

is the "Ustasha Treasury", tens of millions of plunder and concentration
camp gold stolen by the brutal pro Nazi WWII Croatian government.

Is Genocide Defined by Numbers?

2-12-02
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by Stella Jatras

%\?fsﬂ%l::l i‘} ItIIl]tenthof th.ﬂ Nazis' "Final Solution" was to eliminate ALL

woul;i st g}’ ad klllt?d a few hundred, or even a few thousand Jews

—y ?‘en.g?noctdt?? Thle proof of intent was in the systematic,
urder of millions. Likewise, it was the intent of the Croats in

WWIL to destroy all Serbs, Jews and Gypsies, or in the words of Andrija

Artukovic, the 1941 Minister of the Interior in the Ustashe [Nazi]

Independent State of Croatia, "Kill all the Serbs and Jews including the
children so that not even the seeds of the beasts are left".

The Real Butcher of the Balkans: Pavelic not Milosevic

Ante Pavelic was the original 'Butcher of the Balkans." He was the
leadelj of the Nazi puppet government of the "Independent Sate of
Croatia" who died peacefully in Madrid in 1959. The mass murderer of
80,000 Jews, 30,000 Gypsies, and over 500,000 Serbs survived the Second
W_orld War and never faced a war crimes tribunal unlike Slobodan
Milosevic whose alleged crimes pale in comparison. Instead Pavelic was
offered sanctuary by the Vatican and became a security advisor to Juan
and Eva Person before retiring to fascist Spain.

Other Resources:

Jasenovac Research Institute

Holocaust Victim's Museum

Jasenovac, WWII Ustashi Concentration Camp

Encyclopedia of the Holocaust-Vol. 2, page 739, entry: "Jasenovac"
Croatian War Criminals linked to Franciscan Order and Marianist Cult
Witness To Jasenovac's Hell by Ilija Ivanovic

Ante Pavelic: Lord of the Danse Macabre-

Jovan Babic's book Little Draculas (about masacre of Serbs in Croatian
vilages)

Facts about Croatian Nazi chiefs

http://www balkan-archive.org.yu/Jasenovac/index.html

ANTI-NATO INFORMATION LIST

== =N
This email was sent to: minja05@yahoo.com

Dear Sir / Madam,

Due to serious problems with my computer I can't read the emailmessages
that has been send to this emailadress.

Please, sent me your messages to my new emailadress

sagitar@hetnet.nl

2-12-02
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Or sent them by normal post or phone me.

Greetings,

Nico Steijnen

Couwenhoven 5205

3703 ER Zeist

telefoon (0031) (0)30 6956867

— —_—

Deze e-mail is door E-mail Virus Scan van Het Net gecontroleerd op virussen. Zie voor meer
informatie: http://www.hetnet nl/evs/

2-12-02
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Mlchel Collon en de Verborgen Agenda van de

"Grootmachten APl too L
Onlangs hield de Waal Michel Collon zijn boek. 'Blufpoker, de grootmachten,
Joegoslavié en de komende oorlogen" in ons land ten doop. De Amsterdamse
Balie gaf hem daartoe de gelegenheid via een interview door Karel Glastra van
Loon en door daarna Joeri Boom (De Groene Amsterdammer) en
ondergetekende daarop te laten reageren. De zaal was vol. Velen, onder meer
ex-secretaris van Pax Christi Jan ter Laak, konden pas na de pauze worden
binnengelaten.
Alles tot éen oorzaak herleiden of zich te stellig uit drukken lijkt ook minder
handig. Met gelijk hebben ben je er immers nog niet.
Collons gelijk 1s dat hi) de verborgen agenda van de grootmachten boven tafel
brengt. Op zich positief, omdat we die meestal vergeten, maar moeilijk omdat
deze niet altijd is hard te maken. Collon slaagt daar nochtans in zijn lijvige boek
redelijk in, ook al vind ik zijn gegevens over de VS overtuigender dan die over
Duitsland. Maar over het eerste wisten we trouwens al veel via de geschriften
van Noam Chomsky.
Collons stelling 1s dat oorlogen eerder beginnen dan wij als burgers denken. Tk
kreeg onlangs een e-mail van een Vlaams kamerlid, die me liet weten van de
Belgische inlichtingendienst te hebben vernomen dat de Amerikaanse CIA
reeds in 1997 in Albanié soldaten van het UCK militair zou hebben getraind.
Veel van wat de CIA doet, is geheim. Maar wel is openlijk toegegeven dat de
Amerikanen vanaf 1994 Bosnische Moslims en Kroaten trainden en wapens
leverden, ondanks een door de VN afgekondigd embargo.
Collon meent dat inzake het UCK de Duitse geheime dienst hetzelfde deed.
Wie weet. Onlangs wees Mient Jan Faber publiekelijk op het gegeven dat de
CIA in drie dorpen in Noord Macedonié, vlak byj de grens met Kosovo, reeds
* vanaf eind 1998 UCK soldaten traint. Volgens Chomsky is dat steeds de
Amerikaanse strategie: partijkiezen voor een groep en deze dan militair
bewapenen en trainen. Nu had dat volgens Faber het voordeel dat door de
Amerikaanse invloed op het UCK de recente ongeregeldheden in Macedonié,
die vanuit die drie dorpen werden veroorzaakt, snel de kop kon worden
ingedrukt. En wat Duitsland betreft, stoot ik me vooral aan de beslissende, zo
niet fatale rol die dit land speelde bij het doen uiteenspatten van Joegoslavié.
In lezingen wijs ik, behalve op de politieke blunders van de Joegoslavische
leiders Milosevic (het opheffen van de autonomie van Kosovo), Tudjman (liet
in 1990 in Kroatié een nieuwe grondwet invoeren zonder het noemen van de
6 :



e minderheid) en Izetbegovic (liet in 1992 een reeds door hem
ekend akkoord herroepen na een geheim bezoek van de Amerikaanse
ambassadeur), op het in 1991 door Duitsland doordrukken van de afscheiding
van Kroatié.
Collon wijst er op dat Duitsland:

e een uitweg naar de Middellandse Zee wilde,

e supermacht wenst te worden.
Hert eerste is niet ondenkbaar. Via Kroatié, dat ook economisch sterk gelieerd
is aan dit land, is er nu zo'n uitweg. Door het Duitse succes inzake Kroatié
verschenen in 1992 ook de Amerikanen op het Balkantoneel. Volgens Collon
uit rivaliteit met Duitsland. Niet onmogelijk, althans voor een deel.
Ernstiger is daﬂég_&merikaanse supermacht meteen op haar eigen wijze haar
stempel op de zaak drukte en bijvoorbeeld de oorlog bijna drie jaar onmodig
verlengde, door in 1992..via druk op Izetbegovic het Lissabon-akkoord van de
EU, dat als twee druppels water leek op het latere Dayton, te torpederen.
Duitsland was niet de enige reden. De VS vonden ook vooral (Chomsky wijst
daar op) de Russische invloed in Joegoslavié te groot, welk land bovendien op
een strategische route ligt, zeker in verband met de olie- en gastoevoer vanuit
de Kaspische regio. Ten slotte leken enkele extra eigen militaire bases op de
Balkan, zoals nu in Kroatié en in Kosovo, hun geen overbodige luxe.
Collon noemt vijf hoofdlijnen van de VS-strategie:

o het verzwakken van Rusland,

e Oost-Europa controleren,

o beletten dat Japan en Duitsland supermachten worden,

e in de Derde Wereld de vorming van onafhankelijke mogendheden

voorkomen,
e Noord- en Zuid-Amerika behouden als eigen jachtgebied zodat de VS
overal militaire bases vestigt.

Collon geeft daarover te veel gegevens zodat die daardoor aan onze aandacht
ontglippen, ook omdat onze West Europese media daaraan nauwelijks
aandacht besteden. In het licht van dit alles zou men zich kunnen afvragen of
het in 1999 wel primair om Kosovo ging en niet meer om een oorlog tegen
Servié uit geopolitieke overwegingen. Ook gezien het Rambouillet-dictaat; een
dictaat dat door vele gezaghebbende mensen fel is bekritiseerd,

7
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zoals 0.a. door Heinz Loquai in het geruchtmakende VPRO-radio-intervi op
8 februari 2001 en in de bekende BBC-documentaire over de oorlog. t

Tk houd het inzake de Amerikanen vooralsnog op een dubbele agenda, zoals
tevens inzake de NAVO-expansie, tot nu toe ten onrechte louter
gerechtvaardigd vanuit 'solidariteit met de Polen’. Lieten we ons niet te veel
sussen door Clintons charme? Qok bij zijn Moralpolitik zat immers heel wat
Realpolitik.

Het humanitaire aspect negeren, zoals Collon doet, onderschrijf ik niet, maar
dat machtsoverwegingen (ook) een rol spelen ben ik met hem eens. Bij de
nieuwe president Bush is dat thans zichtbaarder, ook al laat ook zijn bewind
niet het achterste van zijn tong zien. Wat ik miste bij Collon is het procesmatige
dat men al handelende als grootmacht geirriteerd kan raken. Dat de eigen
geloofwaardigheid op het spel gaat staan, althans in de eigen perceptie. Je hebt
al zo vaak gedreigd en de ander wordt ervaren als koppig. Deze eens een lesje
te leren is dan een begrijpelijke psychologische reactie, en voor men het weet
belandt men in een fuik, waar geen weg terug meer is.

Zo ging het inzake Kosovo vooral. Het spoorde echter tevens met het
geopolitieke belang van de Amerikanen. Als het eigen belang op de
achtergrond niet mede een rol speelt, en zeker als een wereldbrand het gevolg
zou zijn, had men zich niet laten irriteren. De verborgen agenda is dan ook wel
degelijk van betekenis.

Ik bespeur dat de progressieve krachten zich daar meer en meer van bewust
worden, zeker na het aantreden van Bush. Niet onbelangrijk, omdat voor 2003
de uitbreiding van de NAVO met de Baltische staten is gepland. Volstrekt
onnodig, maar zeer riskant en haaks staand op conflictpreventie, omdat het
zich al benard en eingekreist (omsingeld) voelende Rusland dat als een casus
belli zal ervaren.

Stampij van Europa en de vredesbeweging om die verdere NAVO-expansie te
. voorkomen zal nu reeds moeten worden voorbereid. Het boek van Collon is

daarin wellicht functioneel, zeker indien in een verkorte, meer handzame versie.
Hans Feddema Nieuwstraat 10
2312 KB Leiden Nederland

(De onderstreping in de laatste alinea is van de redactie. RW)
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From: CDSM <cdsm_b@btopenworld.com>

To: <Undisclosed-Recipient:;>

Sent: woensdag 8 mei 2002 07:59

Subject: Sex, drugs and guns in the Balkans - NBC News

Sex, drugs and guns in the Balkans
NBC News

NEARLY TWO YEARS after NATO troops drove Serb forces from this region,
rebels are believed to still be skimming profits from drug and sex slave
trafficking to fund illegal arms purchases for ethnic Albanian rebel
movements.

This trafficking has allowed both the Kosovo Liberation Army in the

southemn Serbian province of Kosovo and the National Liberation Army in
Macedonia to be outfitted with the latest in rocket-propelled grenades,
machine guns, mortars, sniper rifles and night-vision goggles.

A look at European police blotters provides evidence of the close

links between the rebels and Balkans trafficking. Two recent examples:

In 1999, a court in Brindisi, Italy, convicted an Albanian drug

trafficker who also admitted obtaining weapans for the Kesovo Liberation
Army. .

In the first week of March, Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty reported

a reversal of the main heroin trafficking route across Albania 7 into
neighboring Kosovo rather than from Kosovo. Later, two Albanians were caught
in Kukes with 20 kilos of herein bound for Kosovo, and then on to Serbia and
northern Europe.

Ali Ahmeti is the leader of the ethnic Albanian rebel movement in Macedonia.
Ali Ahmeti, the leader of the Macedonian rebel group, conceded in an
interview with MSNBC.com that some of the rebels? funding might come from
narcotics trafficking and a flourishing sex slave trade in the region.

But Ahmeti, whom the Macedonian government has arrested on drug

charges In the past, maintained that the volume of donations to the rebel
movement made it impossible to check their source.

?We try to vet all the money,? Ahmeti said in an interview high in

his mountain headquarters in Sipkovica in northwestern Macedonla.

But even Ahmeti admitted he counts rich Balkans smugglers among his
supporters. ?We7re not so fanatic to say that such money could not reach
us,? Ahmeti told MSNBC.com.

<a href="/news/sexslaves_front.asp”><img
src=/modules/sexslaves/images/SexSlaves_bcol jpg border=0></a>

Part 1: The trade in women

7 Sold as a sex slave

? Onenight in Velesta

Part 2: Surviving the ordeal

? Natasha's escape

? Smuggler's paradise

Part 3 Police at a loss

7 Sex, drugs and arms

7 Policing the Balkans

6of6

Policing the Balkans

GUNS FOR SEX ;

As hard as it is to link sex stavery with lllegal arms purchases,

it?7s arguable that the region?s sex slave trade has made crime syndicates
rich. Of the nearly 1 million women trafficked as sex slaves worldwide each
year, an estimated 200,000 pass through the Balkans, making their transfer
through the 'war-torn region cne of the area?s most lucrative businesses.
Bosnia, Kesovo and Macedonia are filled with tiny brothels, where women,
mostly from Eastern Europe and the former Soviet Union, are forced to work
as prostitutes under threat of death.

Hir Gjoni, a former Albanian interior minister, and numerous other

officials in the regicn said they are certain that Albanians who traffic in
women and drugs contribute money to rebel arms purchases. But they admit

there is no legal way of proving it.

CHAOQS BREEDS PROFITS

The rise of organized crime syndicates flourished following the

collapse of the communist system and frontier controls throughout most of
the Balkan peninsula, resulting In lawlessness and civil conflict. The
traffickers are from every ethnic group in the region, and despite the
bloody rivalries that have torn apart Bosnia, Kesovo and Macedonia, they
work closely together. )

In many areas they work with the complicity of police and customs

09-05-02



.vfﬁclef!s. The U.S. State Department report on human rights for 2001 notes
that ?instances of corruption and involvement of police in trafficking in
persons occurred on the local jevel, At least two law enforcement officials
have been dismissed for accepting bribes from traffickers 7

The trade jn women: Country by country

Bosnia and Herzegovina
?  Bulgaria
?  Romania
? Yugnglavia Often these activities enjoy the protection of
high-ranking politicians, who are generously bribed, according to regional
law enforcement officials.
Cqm_.npt Judges and prosecutors also frequently help arrested
criminals,
On April 18, the Albanian state security service acknowledged the
problem, $aying in a statement that a ?dangerous aspect of the growing power
of the criminal groups s their ability to establish finks with individuals
in the top state administration offices and with politicians.?

ADDING UP THE PROFITS

No matter how much money the sex trade generates for traffickers,
their big-ticket item continues to be drugs, palice say.

The U.S. Drug Enforcement Agency estimates that 4,000 to 6,000 kilos
of heroin are smuggled from Afghanistan to Western Europe every month,
largely through the Balkans,

With a kilo of heroin worth between $50,000 and $200,000 on the
street, the European traffic generates a market worth $7 billion a year,
making it easily the biggest regional industry in the Balkans.

In February, Thomas Koeppel of the Swiss national police said,
‘?Albanians account for 90 percent of our problems with drugs.?

? Yugoslavia's wars, Milosevic's legacy Law enforcement

authorities in the Balkans openly concede

that ill-equipped and underpaid police and border guards can be

easily persuaded with bribes to help traffickers.

And police are no match for the smugglers? methods of evasion. For
example, they throw away cell phones after one call to avoid electronic
detection and transport their contraband in the latest speedboats.

Gjoni, the former Albanian interior minister, says that in contrast,
rank-and-file police ?need such basic things as flashlights, walkie-talkies,
handcuffs. For now, we are likely to rely on tips from villagers.?

REGIONAL INITIATIVE

At the regional level, things look more promising. The countries of

Albania, Besnia-Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Greece, Hungary, Macedonia, Moldova,

Romania, Turkey and Yugoslavia have joined to create the Southeast European
Cooperative Initiative, or SECI, an American-inspired and assisted operation
that began a coordinated war on trafficking in January 2001.

The group, whose headquarters are in Bucharest, Romania, it is

beginning to get results. It says one initiative involving Italian, Moldovan

and Romanian police led to the arrest of a dangerous mob leader, and another
involving Romanian, Greek and Bulgarian authorities ended in the dismantling
of a network that had trafficked 1,000 sex slaves.

Although both mobsters and police believe illegal traffic in people

and goods is increasing, SECI law enforcement officials say their group is

up to the challenge.

7t has traction, ? says John F. Markey, the U.S. Customs Service

special agent who coordinates SECI efforts at the U.S. State Department.

David Binder covered the Balkans for The New York Times starting in
1963. He continues to travel in and report on the region. Preston Mendenhall
is MSNEC.com?s international editor,

Page 1 of 2
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From:
To:
Sent:

Ruza <despot@wish.net>
Nico & Neeltje steijnen <n.h.van.holst@freeler.nl>
zaterdag 11 mei 2002 02:05

Subject: Ruder Finn

RUDER FINN CORRESPONDENCE
AND DEMANDS

Ruder Finn Aftorney, Second Letter

June 30, 1998
Dear Ms. Niketic:

We regret that it is necessary to follow up with you on our letter of June 12, 1998, copy attached, concerning your internet letter
adversely affecting Ruder Finn and the clients listed at its internet address.

We understand that, although you have withdrawn the boycaft message from your web page, you have not yet transmitted David Finn's
letter, second copy attached.* This letter is the most effective means for you to use to set the record straight and to retract the false and
misleading basis on which you advocated a boycatt. We have deferred the pursuit of our client's legal remedies in the expectation that
you not only would withdraw the message, but alsa would retract it in an attempt to make amends by publishing Mr. Finn's letter in full on

this subject.

We urge you to attempt to put an end to the damages to our client and its clients by acceding Immediately to the publication of Mr. Finn's
letter. Our client has agreed to refrain from exercising its rights and remedies to give you an opportunity within the next few business

days to comply.

Again, if you have any guestions or concerns in this matter, please have your counsel contact me,

Very truly yours,

Bernard Bressler

BRESSLER, AMERY & ROSS, P.C.
325 Columbia Turnpike

Florham Park, N.J. 07932

* This attachment was In fact not included.

Ruder Finn Attorney, First Letter

June 12, 1998

Dear Ms. Niketic:

This firm has long represented Ruder Finn. Our client has brought to our attention your recent internet letter advocaling contact and
boycott of clients of Ruder Finn listed in that letter and referencing the full list of clients at the Ruder Finn internet address.

Apparently, you proceeded to publish your message without awareness of the serious fabrications by M. Jacques Merfino conceming his
Interview with Mr. Harff of Ruder Finn. Although the April 19, 1994 issue of Midstream quoted this source in an article concerning
Ruder Finn's representation of Croatia, Besnia and Kosova, that publication subsequently published, in full, the enclosed letter from
David Finn, Chairman of Ruder Finn, which entirely clears the record and confirms the high standards of business ethics which

characterize Ruder Finn's work.

As you must conclude from the easily verified facts in Mr. Finn's letter, your message has given unwarranted circulation to false and
misleading remarks to the detriment of Ruder Finn and its client relationships. It may also have had unfortunate repercussions among

the equally uninformed who may respond to it.

We expect that you will Inmediately withdraw your boycott message and transmit a retraction on your web page, along with Mr. Finn's
letter in full. We make this request of you with the assurance that Ruder Finn, while reserving all its rights in this matter, will defer legal
proceedings to give you an opportunity to take these actions promptly. If you have questions or concems to address to Ruder Finn,
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please have your counsa| contact me.

Very truly yours,

Bernard Bressler

BRESSLER, AMERY & ROSS, P.C.
325 Columbia Turnpike

Florham Park, N.J. 07932

Ifgt?d;i;tli’nn to "Mr. Finn's Ierter._" Bressler, Amery & Ross enclosed internal memos of Ruder Finn, One memo reports that my web page could not be

nl rough any search engines (it was never registered with search engines), but suggests a way to get me to "back off.” Another memo reproduces
an electronic mail exch_an_ge between David Finn and B'nai B'rith, indicating that this organization was Ruder Finn's source of information about my web
page. The first memo is input here. The memo involvi

ng B'nai B'rith is not, out of my respect for B'nai B'rith's privacy.

Internal Memo

From:  David Kalson

Sent; Monday, June 08, 1998 6:13 PM
To: David Finn, Rosie Lue

Subject: anti-Ruder Finn Website

| looked all through several search engines looking for a "boycott Ruder Finn" site and | found nothing. That certainly doesn't mean it's
not there on the Web, it might just not have been professionally registered with search engines.

In any event, if we can get more information on where it is and look at it, it may be something we should show Ruder Finn's lawyers.
That was a suggestion from Jeff Kahn whom | spoke to about this Website development. A letter from the lawyers citing your
"Midstream" letter, etc. may be what it takes to get her to back off.

The David Finn Letter

The following four-page letter was sent to me on plain paper, undated, unaddressed and unsigned. Ruder Finn's attorney did not provide an electronic
copy. This has been manually input from hardcopy. Original errors are noted. Any input errors are unintentional.

To the Editor;

In the April 1894 issue of Midstream, false references were made in the article by Yohanan Ramati ["Stopping the War in Yugoslavia”]
about Ruder Finn's representation of Crotia (sic), Bosnia and Kosova (sic) as public relations counsel. The author quoted a book
published in France, in which the author, Jacques Merlino, mentions our public relations firm and quotes supposed remarks by Jim
Harff, the head of our Global Public Affiairs (sic) division. Some time ago Mr. Merlino spent about 20 minutes interviewing Mr. Harff in
our Washington office, on the basis of which he published what we can only describe as a fabricated conversation. Mr. Harff never
made the remarks reported by the author, and we were dismayed when they were repeated in Midstream. We therefore requested the
opportunity to clear the record.

The article quotes Harff as saying that we "outwitted three blg Jewish organizations" by "reversing" concern about past anti-Semitism of
Creatia and the fundamentalism of Bosnia, equating the Serb concentration camps with the Nazi and "suggesting” that an advertisement
to this effect be taken out by Jewish organizations in The New York Times. Harff supposedly described our work as simply
“professional,” and added that “we are not paid to be moral." In his Midstream article Mr. Ramati likened the campaign to “Hitler's
propaganda against the Allies In World War |I" and wondered "Who is bankrolling and masterminding this vast effort to destroy a people
[the Serbs]... Who paid Ruder Finn7" He believed it "unlikely” that Ruder Finn was paid by these governments. He asked "are we
dealing here with Arab money?”

There is, in fact, no mystery about who pald Ruder Finn, despite Mr. Ramati's skeplicism. We were paid by the governments
themselves, as reported in accordance with American law to the Justice Department. We worked for these governments without a profit
for our firm because of our great sympathy for the sufferings of their people. In fact, we contributed more than $100,000 in pro bono
advice and counsel. The advertisement mentioned in the article was initiated by the Anti-Defamation League, the American Jewish
Committee and the American Jewish Congress - not by Ruder Finn.

We were deeply concemned about the moral consequences of our work, as we always are at Ruder Finn. As chairman of our company,
and as someocne who has had a lifelong involvernent in the Jewish community, and as a professional who has written extensively on
ethics and business, | would not have countenanced - and would not countenance - in any way, the “amoral” strategy of “outwitting"
Jewish organizations to accomplish some nefarious purpose. In fact, in a recent American Jewish Committee New York Times
advertisement on "What Being Jewish Means to Me," | described how our ethics committee works and mentioned as an example that it
helped make the decisicn for the firm to resign the Greek tourist account in the 1960's when a military dictatorship seized power.

Our wark in the Balkans began in August 1991, just two months after Croatia and Slovenia declared their independence from the
Socilalist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia. Knowing about Creatian anti-Semitism during the Hitler years, our ethics committee
thoroughly discussed the issue before accepting Croatia as a client, It was only after we received a statement in support of the present
government from the Jewish community of Croatla, that we felt we could proceed.

As the months passed, the war escalated with early October bombardment by Serblan air and ground artillery of Osijek, Vukovar,
Dubrovnik, Zadar and other cities; the virtual annihilation of the city of Vukovar in western Slavonia, the panhandie of Croatia, in
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and displaced 500,000 Croatians

d artillery attacks on defenseless, and Serb-less, ancient Dubrovnik, a UNESCO World Cuttural

d what came to be known universally as Serbla's brutal "ethnic cleansing" that claimed 10,000 lives
from their homes,

Thg_CouncH of the Jewish Commun
civilian populations and historical m
controlled by the Serbs.

ity in Zagreb issupd a statement on 7 October condemning indiscriminate attacks on the Croatian
onuments, including Jewish sites, by the “brutal military forces led by the Yugoslav National Army”

Il:Ie Jt::l;h Council noted that "cmtra!'y to intgrna_ﬁonal humanitarian laws, these military forces are destroying hospitals, kindergartens,
age homes, schools and other social care institutions. " In response to Serbian efforts to depict Croatia as anti-Semitic, and neo-

Fascist, the council stated. “The Jewish community i ia eni ; - : SR p
b ' in Croatia en all i
any discrimination.” ity joys all rights of a religious or national minority without hinderance or

We organized two Cong_ressional Delegation (CODEL) visils to Zagreb and the battlefront in January and February 1992. Among the
group was Representative John Miller, a Washington State Republican who Is Jewish. He, along with our senior international adviser,
Phyllis Kaminsky, also a Jew, and Jim Harff met with President Tudjman on the January visits to Zagreb. The charges of anti-Semitism
leveled by the Serbs in America against Tudjman were fully discussed. Following that meeting Tudjman sent a letter to all members of
Congress to set the record straight. Few of us had known that In 1941 the Nazi puppet regime in occupled Croatia had put a price on
Tudjman's head. The same year, a leading Jewish physician had fled Croatia and entrusted Tudjman with the safekeeping of his son.
Tudjman had fought the Nazis during World War Il. His brother was killed by Nazis in 1943, and his parents were killed by the
Communists in 1946. He was jailed and persecuted by the postwar Communist regime because of his anti-tetalitarian political view.

In nggresa. a majority of both the House and Senate sponsored resolutions, dispatched letters to President Bush, and spoke about the
ethnic cleansing that was emerging in the Balkans. The effect of that colation became clear in early 1992.

The European Union recognized Slovenia and Croatia in January 1892, By 17 January, Finland became the 36th nation to extend
diplomatic recognition to Croatia, and cries for the US recognition weré echoing through the halls of Congress. Senators Gore and Pell
strongly condemned the Blish administration policy toward Croatia and Slovenia. Senator Dole and 28 cther senators Introduced a

resolution calling for immediate recognition.

In an 18 February letter to President Tudjman, Chief Rabbi of Jerusalem Noah Weinberg praised Tudjman for the “important work of
safeguarding religious freedom.” He added, “our involvement stands as a symbol of understanding - a testament to Coratia's (sic)
investiture in religious freedom. We have assured that the place of the Jewish people is now secure in your democracy.”

By 7 April, the United States had reversed its previous position favoring a unifled Yugoslavia and became the 53rd nation to recognize
Croatia.

Ruder Finn conducted a public information program to report to the American pulic (sic) what was happening in Croatia. A cease-fire
took effect on 3 January 1992, United Nations peacekeeping forces were sent to Croatia, and since then hostilities in that area have
largely ceased.

In May 1892, Ruder Finn was approached by the then Besnian Foreign Minister Haris Silajdiz to assist his government with news media
relations in the US and internationally. For the next eight menths, members of the Ruder Finn staff worked closely with the government,
We accompanied the foreign minister to the Organization of the Islamic Conference emergency session on Bosnia-Herzegovina held in
Istanbul in June, the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe in Helsinki in July; the London Conference on Former
Yugoslavia in August; and the United Nations General Assembly in October. Ruder Finn assisted in drafting statements on policy
positions, prepared background materials for the news media, scheduled media interviews for the president and foreign minister, and
handled a variety of legistical details. We participated in private meetings between the foreign minister and former British Prime Minister
Lady Margaret Thatcher in London; vice presidential candidate Senator Albert Gore in New York; Saudi Ambassador to the US Prince
Bandar in Houston; and President Bush and Secretary of State Baker In Helsinki. In all these discussions it became clear that the
foreign minister was an articulate spokesman for the Bosnian government, composed at the time of Muslims, Croats and Serbs,

Ruder Finn was recognized for its responsible public relations efforts on behalf of Basnia when it received the 1993 Public Relations
Society of America's Silver Anvil Award for its Bosnian program.

As fall 1992 arrived, we were apoproached (sic) by the Albanian majority of the Republic of Kosovia (sic), a constituent unit of former
Yugoslavia to assist in communicating its position In the US. After an effective visit of the Prime Minister, Dr. Bujar Bukoshi, to New
York and Washington, Ruder Finn was retained by the government to assist with communications efforts to members of Congress, the
Bush and then Clinton administrations, international news media and the Albanian-American diaspora.

Our work with the Kosovars has continued to the present time. It has included factual Info-FAXes and Congressional communiques,
meetings with State Department and National Security Councils (sic) officials, speeches before Washington organizations, print and
electronic media interviews, media tours to London, Geneva and Brussels, assistance at international conferences including the OIC in
Jedda and the UN Human Rights Commission in Geneva, and helping the president and prime minister to bring to world attention the
massive human, civil and national rights abuses by the Milosevic regime on the Albanian majority in Kosova (sic).

We organized three CODELS to the region, with members of the US House of Representatives and international parliamentarians.
Opportunities in the US for communicating the human rights message were Identified, including a conference at the Carter Center in
Aflanta. Kosova (sic) human rights leaders who came to the US were assisted in telling their story before committees of Congress;,
Washington think tanks, and the US news media.

We feel that our work for all three governments has been conducted In accordance with the highest standards of professional integrity.
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It has been difficult to work within the limited budgets provided by governments that are defending themselves militarily, but it has been a
privilege to be of help to people who are enduring such great suffering.

We are proud of the many accolades we have received for the responsible way in which we have assisted them to tell their story.
David Finn [typewritten. not signed]

For the record, Jim Hartf left Ruder Finn in 1897 to start his own firm. We do not today work for Bosnia, Croatia or Kosova (sic).

End David Finn Letter
Return to First Page

Comments
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van holst en steijnen

From: Ruza <despot@wish.net>
To: Ksenija Sigulinski <sigu@woridenline.nl>; Nico & Neeltje steijnen <n.h.van.holst@freeler.nl>
Sent: zaterdag 11 mei 2002 02:09

Subject: Serbs ans Jews

"GOLEM" (Serbs and Jews)

By Wiliam Marklewicz

Stanislawski was Russian — probably of Polish origin as his name indicates — a theatre director who was fascinated with the Jewish theatre and
revolutionised it. How strong must have been Jewish culture in Europe to attract a non-Jew to its orbitl A two thousand year old fragment of European
culture is gone forever and the world will never again know what Stanislawski knew. Stanislawski was inspired by the legend of the Golem, a powerful
supematural entity created by the Cabalistic Rabbi Loew (16th century) in Prague to defend the Jews against pogroms. Golem is perhaps the first android
in literature. Once the Golem did his job, the Jews, who didn't fear him and considered him strange and no longer useful, started to torment him. As a
matter of fact, they gave him the same treatment the anti-Semites gave them. Enraged, Golem attacked the Jews, and the rabbi destroyed him. The

Golem legend attracted not only Stanislawski; Golem was the hero of a varied literature and of expressionistic filmmaking at the beginning of the century.
The lines below show how the idea of Golem applies to our times:

Fragments of interview by Mr. James Harff (director of Ruder & Finn Global Public Affairs) given o Mr. Jacques Merlino well known French journalist in
Paris in October 1993, Ruder & Finn are a public relations company:

Harff: For 18 months, we have been working for the Republics of Croatia and Bosnia-Herzegovina, as well as for the opposition in Kosovo. Throug hout
this period, we had many successes, giving us a formidable international image. We intend to make advantage of this and develop commercial

agreements with these countries. Speed is vital, because items favourable to us must be settled In public opinion, THE FIRST STATEMENT COUNTS.
The retractions have no effect.

Question: What achievement were you most proud of 7
Harff: To have managed to put Jewish opinion on our side. ...................

We OUTWITTED three big Jewish organizations - B'Nai Brith Anti-Defamation League, the Jewish Committee, and the American Jewish Congress. We
suggested to them to publish an advertisement in the New York Times and to organize demonstrations outside the U.N.

This was a tremendous coup. When the Jewish organizations entered the game on the side of the (Muslim) Bosnians, we could promptly equate the
Serbs with the Nazis in the public mind. .........

We won by targeting Jewish audience. Almost immediately there was a clear change of language in the press, with the use of words with hrgh emotional
content, such as "ethnic cleansing”, "concentration camps”, etc. which evoked images of Nazi Germany and the gas chambers of Auschwitz. The
emotional charge was so powerful that nobody could go against it.

Question: But when you did all of this, you had no proof that what you sald was true. You only had the article in Newsday!

Harff: Our work is not to verify information. ...
Question: Are you aware that you took on a grave responsibility?

Harff: We are professionals, We had a job to do and we did it. WE ARE NOT PAID TO BE MORAL,

How can we understand that the Jewish establishment was sucked into the antiSerblan machine so easily? They have nothing to be proud of. Like sheep
they accepted Harff's claims, without making the slightest effort to verify the claims. They knew that Harff was paid to do a job. And the rest of the world,
like sheep, followed the Jews, as who can be more expert on Nazism than the Jews? The charade continues: the media recently reported that Soros has
donated a few million dollars to investigate “Serbian crimes”... Why didn‘t he donate to investigate all the crimes? Investigating only one side increases
chances that their crimes will be blawn out of proportion by all those unconfirmed stories about 'mega-rapes' and mountains of corpses which have since
revived . Also, focusing on one side's crimes automatically puts the crimes of the other side into shadow. The tragedy is, for both Serbs and Jews, that
Soros Is a Jew. Why this flerce Jewish persistence against the Serbs? Never in history until now have the Jews lead a campaign against one particular
nation. The Serbs became the Golem for the Jews. The analogy is even stronger when we remember that the Serbs were the least anti-Semitic nation of
Europe and defended the Jews from the Nazis during the war. Why were the Serbs different? The answer is simple: anti-Semitism is of theoretical nature,
1 don't know one single anti-Semite who hates the Jews for personal reasons. It's always religlous, racial, soclal, or, most often, a phenomenon of habit.

Rebecca West who knew the Serbs well, described them as people of investigative spirit; of no-nonsense, and no foggy theories. The Serbs have never
suffered from Jews until now, and they were not anti-Semites, it's as simple as that, And what will happen now?

it's true that the sources of Serblan misery do not lie only in the diabolical smartness of Ruder & Finn and the poor judgment of the Jewish establishment.
For historical reasons the Serbs have no tradition of developing public relations. They also have bad historical luck; for centuries Germanics and Turks
have considered the Balkans their backyard. For Germans it's the route to the Mediterranean, and the Turks left there a remnant of the Ottornan empire —
an important Mustim population. The Serbs are the major obstacle to German — Turkish domination in the Balkans. The New World Order considers that
a more powerful Germany means a more stable Europe. As for Turkey, it's a NATO member and US ally so not too much Is refused to them. The Greeks
also resist NWO, but after the Serbian doom they'll be easy to control as well. So, placed between Germany, Turkey, and the Muslim world, the poor
Serbs and Greeks don't count too much and they don't have enough money to buy the services of the devil. All this mess favours the neonazis and the
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From:  Paul Davidson <p.davidson@btinternet.com>
To: BICEPS <biceps@btinternet.com>
Sent: donderdag 9 mei 2002 09:05

Subject: Re: On your recent article
Dear BICEPS editorial committee,

::::nk i.rou for your reply and | have been to your website and have read with interest your account in praise of what you describe as your new version of
eralism’,

In it you state that the Yugoslav federation was doomed because the people did not accept domination by one censtituent state, namely Serbia. Any school
child who has taken an interest in the subject could tell you that this is a bastardised account and it verbatum rendition of the great media lie.

Serbia had the least rale in the FRY than any other state. It alone could not change its constitution without the agreement of the other parties. It was the
[east independent. Tito, as is well known was of Croatian origin. After the war and revolution Tito constructed a federal constitution that was deliberately
framed to placate the Croatia and BH, two countries that had been at the heart of the nazi occupation. The peoples of those two countries, more than any
others had been indoctrinated with hatred of Serbs and the new constitution articulated the fear they had of Serb dominance, given that Serbs were the
majority in the new federation. Lines were drawn on maps fo create hitherto non-existing BH that would deprive the majority-rule within the federation.
Kosovo was given virtual independence whereas the regions of other ‘natlons’ were given considerably less power. This also led to some bitterness
among the Serbs who had formed the backbone to the resistance against German nazi occupation. Millions of Serbs were horribly massacred by the nazi
regimes of the Ustashi in Croatia and the islamists in BH.

The new federal army was made up of ALL nations and the commander corps was predominantly non-Serb.

Wealth and social benefits in the federation were shared amongst all the peoples (to the chagrin of some elitists who thought they might cut a better deal
on their own with the west).

In the early 1970's Tito initiated changes that redefined the inhabitants of the new federation not as Yugoslav but by their supposed ethnicity. National
bureaucracies grew up that promoted the respective national identities (in their own interests) and put the federation on a course for division.

In the 1980's the IMF and World Bank intervened in Yugoslav politics top promote these divisions. From the mid-eighties it became a strategic goal oftge

US to break up the federation. This policy became more aggressive with the end of the Soviet Union when the West was no longer keen to leave FRY as a

buffer state between twe conflicting super-powers, a situation they had exploited up to then. The new policy was to dismantle the FRY and use its )\
i \

constituent parts as a geo-platform to re-colonise the ex-soviet states.
e gt s e A g == il
~(§§mnrvm~ihemust'ag‘§5§s’i;-e_ Western power in this. German secret services brough back the exiled nazi leaders in Croatia and undermined further \
'L i >fU 4" the polity of that nation. The line was, "why should Croatia and Slovenia be subsidising the southern and eastern FRY peoples when their future would be \
-**7 L. oh so much resier in the EU and NATO?" |

ﬁ_‘ﬁ | Slovenia did not, as you put Iif, cecede legally. The national regime there illegally started a war against the mostly unarmed and multi-national federal army ;
/ posts strung out on its western borders. NATO and Germany threatened FRY not to stop them. The constitutional process which could have allowed /

p‘j}uﬁ secession was totally ignored at the behest and with the complete encouragement of German imperialism. At the same time great efforts were made, both

/I in Slovenia and In Croatia to etnically cleanse Serbs out of all governmant and state employment and even out of their homes. This is how it all started.

| German imperialism then armed the Croatian police militia with tens of thousands of weapons (despite an arms ban) and hoisted the old Ustashi nazi
. checkered flag of genocide. The killing of Serbs began even before 1990. And in Kosovo it had been going on for years. Thus we see a combination of
\corrupl interests and NATO/IMF intervention leading to the break-up of what had been a voluntary federal association with all legal and constitutional

Weﬂ:l secession.

Serbia (as in the war) was the one hold-out state, That is why it had to be destroyed.

As for the trial of Milosevic. You say you regard that as the ‘lesser evil'. This siding with an illegal imperialist court to stamp out the one nation that resisted
the new Empire puts you in the camp of the fools - either unpaid fools or paid tools, | do not care to say which. To suggest that you are happy that the trial
in this NATO court "constitute(s) an absolutely crucial stage in the slow but steady elimination of the virus of Stalinism,” shows an abysmal failing on your
part. If you consider Stalinism to be a crucial weapon used by imperialism against the working ctass, why do you imagine the impertalists would want to
crush it? Can you not see that your office is full of elephants trampling about over your concepts? These elephants are only Invisable to you. We all sea

them clearly enough.

*You denegrate Cuba as a bourgeois-nationalist state and then say you would defend it. May | ask you to name one single act you have undertaken in this
defence?? No, for it Is all words and words come so cheap,

I am profoundly disappointed that an organisation (which | did not know before) that has produced a quite reasonable account of the French elections can
take such totally reactionary positions on the two mest crucial issues in intemational politics - in both cases where the US has had its guns trained for
decades, Cuba and Yugoslavia.

For all your strong talk of 'BICEPS' you are weak-muscled imperialist stooges, whether you know it or not,

i trust you do not sell yourself at kindergatan prices

Paul D
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~—— Original Message —

AEV bl e

o: Paul Davidson
Sent: Thursday, May 09, 2002 2:25 PM
Subject: Re: On your recent article

Thankyou very much for your message. It's good to know that someone out
there has actually read what we've written - unlike some of our other
correspondents, who have tried to enrol us in various nationalist
anti-EU campaigns. We hope that you will also get something from the
other comn_ientaries, and the texts of our pamphlets, available at
Www.marxist.org.uk.

Meanwhile, as you rightly say, "now is the time of the breaking down of
myths". It is with some regret that we therefore have to part company
with you on the final paragraph of your message:

(1) In our view, Cuba is not a socialist society. It is certainly

relatively progressive, and undoubtedly deserves our support against US
attempts to undermine its institutions, but singling out any one
nation-state for special praise distorts the internationalist message of
socialism as much as singling out any one nation-state for special
condemnation. All nation-states are capitalist (whether market- or
state-), and they all require to be analysed critically and

independently.

(2) As for Milosevic, he and his co-defendants represent precisely the
type of "national Bolshevism" that the left needs to separate itself

from, and their trials constitute an absolutely crucial stage in the

slow but steady elimination of the virus of Stalinism, which has

infected the European left for so long and done so much harm. It would
have been better if the Serbian people could have tried and punished
them, but that was never going to work in a society where most judges
are Milosevic appointees. As with so many other cases where the
principle of the lesser evil has to be applied, however reluctantly,

better an unsatisfactory and problematic intervention by the UN than no
intervention at all.

Yours for socialism

Biceps Editorial Committee

----- Original Message --—-
Erorm: Pail Davidson
To: biceps@btinternet.com
Sent: Thursday, May 09, 2002 11:11 AM
Subject: On your recent article

Dear James,

| have just read your piece in Counterpunch, “No Earthquake in France, Nobody Dead" and want to thank you for this useful analysis, with which |
agree wholeheartedly. The collapse of public support for the bourgeois middle ground is notable everywhere, and it to be expected that the
mounting lack of identity (in ‘nation’, ‘class, and ‘party’) felt by the masses will find its expression in diverse ways - abstention, right/left and
united ‘anti. The continuing break down of the nation state cannot be answered by "we are all Europeans now” when being a ‘European” means
everything from a MacDonalds in every French village to corporate control of every home. The ‘Europe united against fascism’ line cannot hold
things together for long, as people want to know what they are for even more than what they are against. But now is the time of the breaking
down of myths. If the ‘left’ gets sucked into this ressurrectionist trap of supporting the failing middle against the stagnant right it will be
doomed. | have also noted the emergence of contradictory trends within some sectors of the left which are airing radical national solutions,
such as National Bolshevism' and 'the interest of the working class is to protect the nation state and the national identity against corporate
power and misguided cosmopolitanism.’ In Holland there are those (not Pim F) on the extreme left who advocate this line and so are opposed
to the building of mosques as "it is not part of our national identity.” They regard neo-cosmopolitanism (immigration) as a US-led corporate
conspiracy to lower national resistance. There are even those who stand with Israel in stamping out ‘ClA-Islamist terrorism.’ The general tenor
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of the discourse has moved towards hysteria as the old safe house of oppositionism crumbles. We live in challenging times when clarity of

vision and the avoidance of emotional message is all the more important. Our terrain must be the heart, soul and intellect, not emotion and
ego.

I run two email services, one on Cuba (EuroCubaNews) and the other on the sham trial of Slobodan Milosevic. Subscription is free and you are
welcome to subscribe. In any case | would welcome to further this dialogue if it would interest you.

Thanks again

Paul Davidson (London)
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From: Paul Davidson <p.davidson@btinternet.com>
To: <Undisclosed-Recipient:;>
Sent: maandag 13 mei 2002 02:03

Subject: U.S. WON'T "ABANDON" CENTRAL ASIA.: Emperors Clothes

URL for this article: http:./emperars-clothes.com/news/bbe1219.htm

Join our email list at http.//lemperors-clothes.com/f.htm
Receive articles posted on Emperor’s Clothes.

Please feer‘free to re-post our material, but please quote our words rather than paraphrasing, Please eredit the author(s) if you use our work. And please
give the article's Web address so people can check the documentation.

www tenc.net * [Emperor's Clothes)

EmmmEm e e e e e e —————

U.S. WON'T "ABANDON" CENTRAL ASIA...

BBC Monitoring Central Asla Unit Supplied by BBC Worldwide Monitoring December 19, 2001, Wednesday LENGTH: 1420 words FROM: Interfax-
Kazakhstan news agency, Almaty, in Russian 19 Dec 01 [Posted 26 January 2002]

Note: The following text contains no commentary from Emperor's Clothes. For related reading, see end.- EC]

..\WATCH OUT, CENTRAL ASIAI
by Jared Israel

Below is a report on the testimony of Elizabeth Jones, US assistant Secretary of State for Eurasian Affairs, before the US Senate last December. It comes
from Kazakhstan courtesy of BBC. | could find no mention of Jones' Senate testimony in any US newspaper. Fortunately, we have Kazakhstan which is
only about 6547 miles away and so it is possible for US citizens like me to find out what our leaders (so-called) are doing.

People in the US - and all over the world - were originally told it was necessary to launch a military attack on Afghanistan to get rid of the Taliban and to
arrest Osama bin Laden.

Remember him?
But as far back as December, Undersecretary Jones said something quite different in the media-free privacy of the U.5. Senate.
She explained that no matter what happened in Afghanistan, the US and its allies would stay and “assist” the Central Asian Republics. However:

"that assistance was conditional on economic and democratic reforms and the observance of human rights. Jones outlined US priorities in the region:
combating terrorism; reform; the rule of law; Caspian Sea energy resources.”

Many who oppose US policy will see the phrase "Caspian Sea energy resources” and think, "Ahal It's cil! They're after oil.*

I don't think that's useful for understanding US policy. If the US Establishment needed oil then, as Mr. Castro has argued, they could buy it. Or they could
buy the oil wells. Or the local oil companies. There really is nobody interested in standing in the way of the US having a reasonable supply of oll.

Rather, the US establishment, and the Empire of which it is a leading part - perhaps we should call it the New World Empire - is very much interested in
protecting its current hegemonic position in the world from possible future challenges coming from Eurasia - namely, from the stillnuclear-armed former

Soviet Union.
Hence the drive into Central Asla.

In her Senate testimony, Undersecretary Jones made it clear she wishes to transform the Central Asia Republics into US protectorates. She didn't say it
outright, of course, but she used easily decipherable code:

"The USA believes, Jones said, that "certain countries” in the region should noticeably step up their economic reforms and democratic processes, the
observance of human rights and the formation of a strong civil society.”

Ahh, “a strong civil society.” This phrase has a definite meaning in the New World Empire. "Civil society” is strengthened when USAID, the National
Endowment for Democracy and other government agencies in the U.S., Norway, Holland and Germany, as well as seemingly private groups, like the CIA-
connected Open Society Foundation of George Soros, move in. .

What do these agencles do?

They fund people who worlk for the Empire in the guise of "democratic” this and “human rights” that and “institutes for economic reform" and “independent
In the words of Allen Welnsteln, the man who conceived the National Endowment of Democracy:

A lot of what we do today was done covertly 25 years ago by the CIA,' agrees Welnstein.”
— Washington Post, September 22, 1991

To “strengthen civil society” these fake democracy-funding agencies set up NGOs, newspapers and TV stations and political parties as a Fifth Column to
destabilize local socleties along vulnerable Iine_s of conflict. Or they inflame regional conflicts in the gulse of "peace” and "mediation” groups. Uttimatety
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these Fifth Column groups stage, or attempt to stage coup d

This happened in Yugoslavia and Philinpi
Ttz oppene hilippines. It was attempted in Belarus and Venezuela. The basis is being laid for such coup d'états all over the former

'états, always under the guise of democratic reform, thus putting US operatives in power.

Since Ms. Jones gave this testim i i i
a D Wi l:“r:jy, the former Soviet Central Asian Republics have become closely involved with the US military, tuming over their

: k ng NATO forces to train their troops. This situation poses a grave threat to national soverei i
potential of war and massive destruction all over the world, This En"r[;:irlfas is living on the edge. = retiors D

Note that more than once Ms. Jones explains that the US drive i I
0 3 drive into Central Asi ia'; ot wil i ESSEh
Does she mistake the Russians for morons? Does she mistake us alIeforr:nurcs::s“;mhl et i T .

Ms. Jones' preposterous statement calls to mind the famous words of the German playwright, Mr. Brecht:

"When the leaders speak of peace the common people know war is coming.”
~— Bertolt Brecht, "Hollywood' in COLLECTED POEMS 1913-1956

— Jared |srael

USA pledges not to abandon Central Asia after Afghan war

The USA will not abandon Central Asia after the Afghan war, Elizabeth Jones, US assistant secretary of state, has told a US Senate subcommittee
hearing. She said that the USA wanted to help Central Asia carry out reforms in return for help in combating terrorism, but made it clear that assistance
was conditional on economic and democratic reforms and the observance of human rights. Jones outlined US priorities in the region: combating terrorism;
reform; the rule of law; Caspian Sea energy resources. She described US cooperation with Russia in Central Asia as "extremely close", and said that the
USA had more common ground in the reglon than areas of rivalry with Russia, China, Turkey and Iran. The following is the text of the report by Interfax-
Kazakhstan news agency. Subheads have been inserted editorially.

Almaty, 19 December

The USA does not intend to leave the Central Asian region after completing the antiterrorist operations in Afghanistan, and it has declared its long-term
plans and interests. Pledge not to abandon region

“We will not leave Central Asia after resolving the conflict (in Afghanistan - Interfax-Kazakhstan). We want to support the Central Asian countries in their
desire to reform their societies as they supported us in the war against terrorism. These are not only new but long-term relations,” Elizabeth Jones, US
assistant secretary of state for European and Eurasian Affairs and US president’s special envoy on Caspian Sea issues said about US policy in Central
Asia. She was speaking at the Subcommittee on Central Asia and the South Caucasus of the US Senate Committee on International Relations.

High stakes

“The stakes in Central Asia are undoubtedly high," Jones said. "The USA now has thousands of troops working jointly with their Central Asian
counterparts in a region which was part of the Soviet Union only 10 years ago. We count on the govemnments of these states in ensuring the security and
wellbeing of our troops and in obtaining vitally important intelligence data, which has helped us earry out such an efficient military campaign in
Afghanistan,” she said.

Economic benefit

Jones said it was in the interest of the USA that “the restoration of Afghanistan helps develop Central Asia as well. We want to bring in goods and
materials for postwar restoration from neighbouring countries as much as possible, in order to stimulate their economies,” she stressed.

Jones said that the Central Asian countries are interested in receiving assistance from the USA. "Uzbekistan has asked for support for its relations with
the IMF and other international financial institutions, Kazakhstan needs more foreign investment and support to develop the local private sector.

Turkmenistan may need support to develop local public organizations. Kyrgyzstan needs help to restructure its debts. Tajikistan, the poorest state in the
region, which still has not recovered from the 1992 civil war and a drought, needs a wide range of humanitarian, economic and political aid," Jones said in

her report, a copy of which the Interfax-Kazakhstan news agency received from the US embassy in Kazakhstan.

Democracy and human rights
The USA must step up "constant support for democratic political institutions, local NGOs and the independent media” in all five countries.

At the same time, Jones stressed that the USA would render assistance to the Central Asian states only "providing that the latter take specific steps
towards reforms.”

The USA believes, Jones said, that "certain countries” in the region should noticeably step up their economic reforms and democratic processes, the
observance of human rights and the formation of a strong civil society.

"It is not easy to assist in carrying out reforms in Central Asia,” Jones, who headed the US diplomatic mission in Kazakhstan several years ago, said. The
USA Is "largely” concentrating its aid on programmes "to enlighten and encourage the next generation of leaders in the region”. This aid includes “the
FLEKS name transliterated programme for secondary schools, a programme for university students on the law on supporting freedom and the Muskie
programme for graduates. The AYREX name transliterated exchange programme is for young specialists, and the Peace Corps is carrying out a wide-
range of programmes for the next generation,” the report says.

She does not justify "the existing problems and acute aspects” in Central Asia, however "generations may have to change in order to radically change the
basic nature of these (Central Asian - Interfax-Kazakhstan) governments.” "One has to recall the history of the region in the 20th century,” Jones said,

Priority areas
The USA has three four are listed "major national interests" in the region, she said: preventing terrorism, to providing the tools to carry out political and
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i f ms egtahhs]”“ n ment of Caspiallsea ener resources
N ue same "IHEP Si'e saldl CDOPEIEt"lQ “‘“II tl e countries in t“e |Eg|0“ in ml”ba"”g le”c'“s m, "IE US" \ must pa!
human ||Q||t5- Our [US I“tE |a}(-|(3231'(h

; stan) numerous initiatives t 1 ;
the as 7 - A es to promote human rights, democracy and ecol
sistance we render in ensuring security and combating the real reasons behind lerrog rism,” she ur-t;iY eﬂin:c;:. N i

Energy
The development of huge

whether Central Asia
sector focuses on hel

Caspian Sea fuel and energy resources and ensuri ir reli i

: ene ring their reliable export onto the world market, she said, “la defines

willl b:;‘able to gain economic independence and raise the living standards of its citizens. According to Jones, the Lrlgg-rs policy in this
Ping these states set up numerous reliable transport routes to export these resources onto the world market.

These hydrocarbon resources are currently being exported to the West in transit via pipelines in Russia, she recalled. The USA, she said, is trying to

expand the export opportunities of the Central Asian countries and th i i ing there. Th i at m has
: il e companies which are operat ; White H stresses 3
an antimonopolistic nature, and not an anti-Russian one." [ rating there. The White House that fts "aim h

In connection with this, Jones took “pride” in saying that the construction of the most import ilisi ipeli

s, r ant Baku-Thilisi-Ceyhan pipeline would start next summer and
that by 2005 the pipeline would start exporting oil to the world market. The construction of the Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan-S iz Azerbaijan” i
gas pipeline Is also under way. ilisi-Ceyhan-Shakh Deniz Azerbaijan's gas deposit

At the same time, Jones "is satisfied with the fact that the Caspian Pipeline Consortium il pipeline i i is pipeline, linki
me, : pipeline is officlally operating now. This pipeline, linking
el n:a:ragk;‘s‘ta" with the world market via Russia, shows Kazakhstan's desire to cooperate with the former Sovlet republics in developing the Caspian Sea
resources.”

Kazakhstan - the leader

According to an asg.esament by the USA, Kazakhstan is the country with the highest economic potential in the region. "Stable, multi-ethnic and nuclear-
free Kazakl_‘astan. will, most likely, become one of the fifth largest oil producers in the worid by 2010. EBRD regards Kazakhstan as the leader amongst the
former Soviet republics in terms of economic reforms. US investment in Kazakhstan has exceeded 5bn dollars and s increasing,” Jones said.

Common ground

Discussing cooperation between the USA and Russia in the Central Asian region, Jones described it as "extremely close”. In her view, "both states want
long-term stability and prosperity" in Central Asia, in which they have "important interests”.

Jones said that President George Bush and Russian President Viadimir Putin “are leading our countries to a new level of cooperation in many spheres,
including in Central Asia".

"Pufin showed wonderful leadership by actively coordinating the efforts of the leaders of the Central Asian countries to stimulate their cooperation with the
USA in combating terrorism. This confirms our cld claim that Central Asia is net a game in which only one party could be a winner,” Jones noted.

The USA supports the efforts of Russia, Kazakhstan and Azerbaijan to create a new scheme for dividing the Caspian Sea "as long as these efforts do not
hamper the future transportation of hydrocarbons.”

"Ae have more common interests than areas of competition with Russia and other regional powers - China, Turkey and even with Iran,” the report
stressed.

(C) 2001 British Broadcasting Corporation * Posted for Fair Use Only

Join our emall list at http:/femperors-clothes.comif.htm
Receive articles that appear on Emperor's Clothes.
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Further Reading on US/NATO Encirclement of Russia
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For map of Central Asia, see htip://www.sitara,com/central_asia_map.htm

1) "US Military Pushes into Ex-Soviet Georgia Under Guise of Fighting Terror,” by Rick Rozoff can be read at hitp:/femperors-
clothes.com/articlesirozoff/pushes.htm

2) "Why Washington Wants Afghanistan,’ by Jared Israel, Rick Rezoff & Nico Varkevisser, analyzes the geo-political designs behind the massive
deception called The War On Terror*
hitp:/Awww.tenc.net/analysis/afghan.htm

* En Frangais

http://femperors-clothes com/french/articles/pourquol.htm

* Deutsch
hitp://emperors-clothes.com/german/articles/d-afghan-i.ntm

3) What's the Target of the U.S. Move into Central Asia? _ ) ) ) _
Two news reports look at the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) which includes Russia, China and the Central Asian former Soviet Republics.
hitp:i/emperors-clothes,com/news/sco.htm

4) Afghan Operation Leaves Russia ‘Encircled’ by US-NATO

by Sergey Ptichkin and Aleksey Chichkin

hitp;/femperors-clothes.com/analysis/encircle. htm

5) 'Why is NATO Decimating the Balkans and Trying to Force Milosevic to Surrender?' by Jared Israel and Nico Varkevisser. Can be read at
il ors-clothes.com/analysis/whyisn.htm
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6) Osama Bin Laden was propelled into power as part of the U.S. drive to create an Islamist terrorist movement for use , in the first instance, to crush the
former Soviet Union. See the truly amazing account from the "Washington Post, 'Washington's Backing of Afghan Terrorists: Deliberate Policy.’ at
http://emperors-ciothes.com/docs/anatomy. htm

7)'Osama bin Laden: Made in USA," by Jared Israel . This article includes quotes from a New York Times piece documenting the vast sums spent
creating Islamist terrorism. It can be read at http://lemperors-clothes.com/articles/jared/madein.htm

8) To read the New York Times piece quoted in the above article, go to “Afghan Taliban Camps Were Buift by NATO,' By TIM WEINER
The New York Times August 24, 1998, at hitp:/lemperors-clothes.com/docs/camps.htm

9) One of Washingon's most amazing uses of terrorists (amazing because of the extent of the hypocrisy involved) is against Macedonia, whose bl
government, like that of Mr. Putin, did everything to please the American Empire. Macedonia is neverthleless - and indeed, all the more easily - now being
destroyed. See "Articles Documenting Washington's Terrorist Attack on Macedonia, at http:/femperors-clothes.com/mac/iistm.htm

10) Regarding bin Laden's supposed break with the CIA, see 'Gaping Holes in the "Washington Hates bin Laden' Stery,’ by Jared Israel at
http://emperors-clothes.com/news/probestop-i.htm
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http:/fwww.michaclparenti.org/ToKillANation.html

ces. i
ugaslasna including 78 days of round- the—clock aer:a] attacks in 1999 -
that killed or injured upwards of six thousand people, Drawingon a
range of published and unpublished material (mostly Western sources
“and observations gatherect from his visit to Yugoslavia in 1999, Michae
 Parenti challenges the mainstream media demonization of Yugoslavia and
.--'the Serbas, and unoovers the real guals bﬂhmd fWestenit Ik of "g&nocﬂe
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