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2) i di
- Faire simple
= Projeter sur Foyire Sos propres faoges
- Instrumeintaliser juy nouvelies i son avantage
- Répéter inlassablemont son message
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- Lets médias driggs on pidce maliresse de la propagande
= Une régle : dresser les unes conre bes audres les communauids yougoslaves
- Litifiser les meédins comme arme & it entidre

IL Des médias au service de Ia guerry
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- La responsabifiné des intellectoets
- Milesevie s*appuic sur les médins paur conqudtir le pouveir
= ¢ L'identitd serbe menacée o
- Lo mystique serbe ay service de Milosavic
- La médintisation des « messes politiguas »
- L sssaut sur fes médias
- La téicvision, pidce maltresse du dispositif
2} Lgs médias au coeur de I guerre yougpsiave
- Justifier le recours 4 1y force contre I"enniemi
- Stipmatiser I"sdversaipe
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IL La mise au pos de toute information et opinion alternatives comime condition di
suceés de la propagande officielle

1} Une presse serbe sous hiute surveillpnes
= Pressions peyehologiques sur los Joumalistes rfealclrants
- Le rejet de tout miédia d'information & carsctire fibdéral
= Le plan d'action contre le presse mdépendante
= L'implication directe des époux Milosevic
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= Liz soutien des grands relois d*opimion au régimc

- La presse officiclle : unique souree d'information pour 90% des serbes
« Une altermance politigue démoemtique impassible
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I La propagande politique : définitions, principes de base et spécificités yougoslayes

Lo ressont de nombreus ripports, études, articles o tEmaignages que |es politiquey ethniques
observables en ex-Yougostavie de 1a fin tes années 1980 ay débu des années 2000 ont pour
point commun davoir és oppuydes ef renduss possibles par dos médios deverius Jes
auxilinires parmi fes plos fidéles des partis nationalistes au pouvoir dms Jes diffirentos
républiques!.

2. Tadewsz Mazowiecki, Rupporteur spécial désignd par In Commission des Drofis de
I"Homme des Nations Unies, a 6t noté I'influence néfaste qu'exercaient certmng médias sUF
I"spinion publique yougnstave. Dans son Rappart speciol sur les médias de décembre 1994 §i
expliquait notamment que, « Deputy le détur des conflits, lox informations wiffisder par Jes
midias de l'ex-Yougoslavie om eamsisté pour essentiel en discowry nutionalistes & en
attaques et insultes géaéralivées dirigées cantre les aures peuples, Il n'est pas surpremany »,

ajoutait-il, w gue ce plidnomene air corduli divectement & ln perpétration dharribles BIGCites

sur les champs de bataille f dang Mensemble dy torritoire »2.

3, Les nouvenus pouvoirs issuy de implosion de "ex-Yougnslevia s sont an effet sorvis das
medias comme d'une arme susceptible de participer & lo réalisation de leurs objectif
politiques 4 court et & long terme. Pour ce faire, chague pouvoir au sein de chague République
a cherché & metre lo main sur les médiag présents sur con lesritoire, & en particuller la
télévision, les transformant en instruments de propapande du régime chergds de faire

« adhéver » les populitions 4 leurs conceptions & & leurs actions politigues,

| Om penie an paeticnlier, par oedre décroissant, & I Serbie, & ln Crontie ot & fa Bosnie-Hermdgoving. .
2 Ruygport spetal aur fix sdelior de Tadeuse Misowieekd, Ropporsoir spécinl désignd par b nisolizion 1094772
de In Commission des denits de Mhomane des Mations Unles, BICN 41995754 du 13 décembre 1094, p. 35




% La propagane politique. nationaliste, par médias interposts, o preparé et conditionné
I"opinion publique 4 la puerre - favorisant de Ia: sorte les pires atrocités perpbisées dans o
cadre des politiques ethniques Quelques rares professionncls de IMinfarmation, paree que
temoins placds sy oceur de P'événement, sant les premiors & s"en Gire dmus. Crest pae example
e cas de Nenad Pejic, ancien directeur des programmes de Sarajeve TV jusqu'en avril 1992,
Pour foquel & s fer mddling, prarticaliceiinent savs fex chaines de tefdvivian, la gherre dans
Her-Youpnsiavie e Fas imaginghfe 23,

En Serbie, Slobedan Milosevic g selemment uilifse of comrdié les méding pour imposer les
thémes de In propagende natiocaliste, 2fin de justifier aux youx des eitoyens i crdation d'un
Etat— 4 "intérieur duquel vivraient toutes les populations serhes — mais aussi pour renfarcer
san pouvoir, Pour que la propagands diffusée via s presee éonie el les médias andiovisuels
soil pleinement efficace, Milosevie s'est personniellement assurd [e contrle des mdding
publics, 8 |imité la liberté de parole des médias indépendants existant — en les empéchant par
loules sories de moyens: d'informer les cltoyens, & o veillé & ce fque les joumalisies s’en
tiennent & la ligne officiclle, adbirent aux iddes ¢t au programme du pouvair; en un mot,
qu'ils se soumettent & la discipline imposée, Le iémoignage de l'un de ses plus proches
collaboraleurs, Berisav Jovie, éclaire parfaitement lo fagon dont Milosevic s'est servi des
médins pour asseoir ses projets politiques nationalistes. i For Jtewd o, farit Borisav Javie,
w lie paid the biggest anention to the medin. especially relevision. He persomally anpointad
editors-in-chief nf the newspapers and newr programmes, especiafly directors-general of the
radio el felevizion. Perhapy in no ather area but fhis war he iy direet commmication with

all aditcs wia <<fied>> the public with the news, camments and generally with informeation

He s deeply convinced that cittzens formed their view of the palirical situation on the basis
af what they were presented wnd ot on fie basis of their real materiol and politieal position

3 vl [Mimtervicw de Meood Pejle, realivas par Anve Bimcy, in e Lefiee o Reporfors sans fronnitrer, deenhine
1992, p24.




les organes dinformation et sur les professioanels, Parmi les mesures aunquelies le régime
Milosevie a eu le plus recours on peut notamment citer -

- la rétrogradution de Journalistes jupds irop indépendants dans les médias publics et
Concomitamment la promotion de ceus Qui servadent avee zdle lo pouvair, Les journalistes
panmi les plus attachis & leur indépendance faiszient Vobjet de condamnition publique quand
ils n*étaient pas simplement renvoves ;

= limposition de lourdes taxes et amendes, le retrall des Heences démission, le refus
dautorisation d'émetteurs plus puissants, |'arrét de Pupprovisioomement en fournitures
nécessaires au fonolionnement des journsux of des radios, 'organisation d'opéralion coup-de-
Poing ont dié urilisds pour limiter et purfois annihiler [5 copacité des médias indépendants &
fournir au public serbe des informations allernatives ;

- les sitagques contre les journalistes indépendants, dont certuing ont 618 arrdies, condamnés,
malmenés et sccusés de trahison pour Jeurs dorits ;

- 'utilisation par les nutoritds politiques de leur influence sur le secteur eonomgue e le
systéme judicizire pour faire pression sur les médias e les journalisies ingdépendants.

Les mesures ci-dessus eftées ont &8 cmployées tout au long de son régne par Milosévic ot son
régime, pour réguler le distribution de Iz parole publigue of s"assurer le conirdle sur le
congenu des messages véhiculés par les médias, On peut par exemple illustrer ce fuit par la
campagne particuliérement agressive mende 4 partir de 1998 contre la presse inddpendante —
précédant Iintervention de s communauté fnternationale au Kosovo et en Serbie — qui alloit

consigter & faire laire toute volx critique, en interdisant les médiay indépendants® ou encore en

2 |y Lot Dy e el SERY, Jowrmel of excerply transhised by Dvid Slephenson for the 1ETY, pol5,
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faisane adopter o oetobre 1998 une nouvelle loi sur I'Information fisnt peser sur les
Professionnels et les organes de presse des menaces de rétersion fconomigues les plus
dissunsives? un cas d"opposition au régimes,

3. Mais sl les médins g prépare le guerre qui delale ovee Ja proclomation de leur
indipendance par T Slovinie & I Croatie le 25 juin 1991, 1élévisions, radies ol joumaux
I'ont sussi sciemment entretenue en se memant BU servdee de la guerre, en se Gvrent urie
butaille médiatique fitonse fajfe de Propagande halnewse, d'informations endanefouses et
mensongines. A cet dgand, on pout comme excmples citer los fuszes informmions rofaydes
par les meddiss serbes et relatives gux pseudo massacres de béhds etou 4 enfants {serbes) par
des Croates ou des Musulmans.

Le 20 novembre 1991, vers la fin du siéee de Vikovar par I"Armée Fedérle ot les troupes
serbes ot & un moment od Jes manifestations contre 1o puene se multipliaient & Belgrade, une
information recueillie par un corespondant de Resfers Vickasloy Radovie, fait éal du
massacre de 41 enfunts d'origine serbe, dgds de ctng & sepl ans, & |'intéicur d'une donle
elémentaire du village de Borovo Naselie?. Télévision Belgyade va consserer dey heures
d'antenne & cents information non confirmie - rapportée pour la premidre fois dons un

reportage de gueme, 1o nouvelle allait faire snsiudte o Une des Jowmaust or émissiona

e Raffio City (& Mia), o 3 octabie d:ﬁmh.!‘mﬁﬂum].h!um&rudzﬂqdhmdu{inmjph!]
ociobre de Oonoe of de O Telgra, e |5 ociobre de Nuw Sordg of que le B oclobe dialt dgalement
inserdlie [a diffusion des peogrocunes d'infonmation en serbe des indding [niemanianess ks de Fodog af i,
BT, RFT, cbe. Wair Jy k! e AL e T B e Lt
T Le Coneitd Beivinbl powr Tes Drilée dhe Hiomme an Serbie n gins] caleald qu'eptre 'adoption de s loi cn
ociobne 1998 al le ur nuvombre 1900, wents organes & pemiee ont cu d payer amendEs pour un momtin de
lded g2 1A milliona de dinnrs Squlvatens i 1,125 millian de § Uy Voir Repert o the Escwingion af Riprestizg
Berbin, ppT-R
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ol be deprived o il their propern in ene ey mmbfinhed g it W gevermment comsielred wiras.
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evisdey du sair. Ay cours d'une émission d"information spécialement dédide 4 In cotvertire

des dvénements de Vikovar et de Slavonie Oceidentale, I'nvité est (o Phetographe freclunee

— Garan Mikic, fe premier & avene fait éat de cotte [nformation, Au coues de son nterview!!
soot diffissdes des photos & aduliss massicrds ks aucune photo relative au massiere
denfanms, Le jour suivan, |s 21 novembre, un démenti de I"Armice Fedérale, suivi do celui de
Reuters®, st tendu public nlors mime qu'a lew lasuite de Pémission " information

cimsaciie & CF massacre — comraignant 1o présentareur i #e [ustifier 208 s excuscr!).
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Quoique cette information sit 001 & démentic par 'Agence Reders — dopg Pemployé i
Votigine de Vinformation, renvoye, aurait par In suile etd mommé au rng de correspondant &
New-York pour |' agence Tanfug, elle allant entre-temps étre largement diffusée par s médias
contrilés par le régime de Belprade'®. Aucun dis Journalistes de cos médias ne 3est alors
interrogd sur la validiig d*une telle information Alors indme que dang ce village, subissant un
sidpe depuis plusieurs mais, les enfants avaient &8 dvacuds gt gu'aucune feole Gémentgire ne
tonetionnail plus depuis longtemps dans ln zone des combats. . La tris forte médiatisation
de 1o wmorth de ces 41 enfanes, « EQUIREr par des Croaier assofffis de ST s, venait
utilement confarter 'image oultivée par les médias serbes d'un pouple croate « criminel ef
génocidatre » de méme gu'elle allait affaiblic les voix des opposants 4 la guerre et entrainer
un afflux de nouvenux volontaires sur fe front!s.

Autre mensonge desting & nourrdr la haine de I"ennemi eolporé par los médias serbes, celui
dyant (rait su f3il que los Musulmans de Sarajevo ~ asciégée — nourrirafent les animoux
affamés du zo0 municipal avee des enfants serbes. Cotte fausse information, diffusée par 79
Pale et son présentateur Risto Diogo - porte-valx du rigime de Radovan Karadzic™, mais
aussi par ["agence de presse SAMA, allait §re reprise sans aucune vétification par Tamfig el
par les médias contrilés par le régime Milosevie T Helgrade, dans son journal télévisé de
19H30, repardé par plusicurs millions de tléspeatatiours, annance ainsi i*information PAEC ke

comespondance mdio aves sa jouraliste sur place 4 Surajevo - « The Muslin extremisg have

“umsmiﬁﬂmdmdunnqmrmpﬂIhmmmmunmlninthm.-thmmfa

Juce dis monele » alfirmant en substance qur fes Joumalistes du monde emier raprionient le metrire de Serbos ef

qm]:fuﬂtﬁﬂtmﬂﬂﬂlﬂdﬁmhm_..&mmmmﬂhmﬂsllm

Serbes, Dans I'ddifion dv 23 novembee, 0 démentl —sous o fbme d'us avi mussi Inpidafre g discret — ca
i i (e die jouresl.

f:hswtﬂ dpisoile, voir Ketirinn Subaale, o Rale q,r;ldlc Medla ot thee fmiermer v Tm:.l,n'&-'{"n'aung
commirahilliny fo Peor ond Disadvanroped Greups © Former Vigastavla ™, in

Jmm Dg;a:nlﬂ Paper, Background for HOK 2002, 2002/ |8, United Mations Dhevebapment Progrmme, p. 13;

et Lazar Lalle, Titse Yeouws in TV Scrbs, Irdependent Medis Union, Belarade, 1995, . 1 06-107 et | [ 12112,

it Fintko Diedarcvie, v Mecodonfon Media e o, Inatie fi Pupcy Reporing™s Halkgs

Emﬂ_n"lﬂ. Friday I8 Sepécinber, 2001,




come up with the world's woss harrible way of tormring people. Last nigth, they threw Serb
children ta the limy n the lacal 200, So saps the Serb parol™,

Ceming hommes et actowrs politiguos; avee a complicité de « professionnels p de
Pinformation, oat done, & dessein, détournd les médias de Jeur vocstion premidre d'mformer
et de divertir pour en faire de simples outils de propagands dévouss i leur cagse,

6. De part e2 d*autze, il y a Incontestablement eu, orchestmics par de vintrhles spéciafisics de
la propagande, manipulstion et instrumentalisation des sentiments et Teasentiments des
Populations composant 1t Fédémtion - afin de stigmatiser les différences identitaires of de
mendre désormais impossible towte vie commiane au sein de Pespace yougoslave. L'entreprise
de dénigremeni systtmatique de la communauté musulmane bastiague par kes médias serbes
de Bosnic-Herzépovinie, relayée en cela por lés médins de Scrbie, en constitue un bon
exemple. Risto Diogo, le préscntateur vedeite de TV Pale, fut ainsi lo chantre de |s supéraritd
sirbe ef de la dépinérescence musulmane bosnisque ~ scs atfaques répétées vizant d'in cdtd &
blesser ouirmgeusament les Musulmans en fant que comminats of d'un amre edd § fhire
douter les publics serbes de I'nppartenance des premiers au pence humain, La jourmalisie
Katarine Subasic rapporte sinsi; « One of the mast notorious examples of Djogo's
presenfations was when the sound of (Boswlan President) Afija dzechegovic's speech wiar

Jotlowed by the images of a wownkeyp™s,

Le recours & la propagande : bistorigoe of définitions

7. Le recours 8 la propagande par les protgonistes du conllis yougosiave n'est pis nouvesy

en soi : on n'a en P'occurrence fait que réutiliser certines techniques ct recottes éprouvées

17 Gairee © “fmapes ard Words of Hate © TF Kews o 700 PA " BO2 video & film productlon erd Righe fa
Piciires and Wonds Foomdation, Produed by Lazar Lalle, ARHITEL, 1998,

18 gp.cit. p.16.
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dans d'aytres contextes o notumment dane PAllemagne nazie deg mnnées trente, of les

fechniques de menipulation des foules: par la propugande et 1y désinformation!? gygient

Préparé o conditionné I'opinion publique allemande 4 ln Seconde Guerre mondiale ¢t au

Etnocide qui I's accompngnce,

- "

de

B. Il et difficile d'expliquer ce qu'est la Prepepands politique oy wmvers @ uee définition
unique, par trop réductrice ; c'est In raison pour lsquelle on g prefEre rendre comple du
phénoméne o propagande v en partant do |a pluralité des définitions existanies — chocune
pouvani insister sur tel aspeet on paint particulicr,

9. Le terme propagande renvoic 4 Vorigine & une acception religicuse - plus particul iérement &
ln mgrmhdapmﬂuﬂnﬂcmmm pour la propagation de ln for), mise sur pled
par I"Eglise dans le cadre do la Contre-Réforme - el n's pris son sens (lafc) aenel qu'd partir
de fa fin du XVIlléme sidele avee la Révolution Frangaise. C'est en eifer 4 corte Epodque, dang
un conlexlc curopéen dminemment défavorahle u nouvess rigime népublicain, que
I"idéologie se lignem oux armes pour mener la guerre modeme o que la propagande
deviendra 'auxilisire de la stratégie20 | s'agissait non seulement de répandre s idées
révolutionnaires parmi la population et les armfes — ot qui se fern par des dssociations de
« Propagande w, do eréer of renforcer la cohdsion natiomalc républicaine mais nossi de faire
niftre le peur of le désordre chez I'adversaine. Historiquement, 1a propagande politique est en

effet érroitement lide & Ia guerre ot peut de fagon ceraine &re consldénde comme la guerre

poursuivie par d'mitres movens,

10. D'une maniére géndrale on parle de propugande dés lors que I'on a affliire § une w actlon

exercde sir apinion powr ['amener & avolr cortoines iddder pelitigues of sociates, & soutanir

198 p:piﬂ#bkﬁhlkhlhh]:.hﬁﬂﬂhﬁhphwmﬁﬂw" 190,
20 yemn-Marie Domenach, L propagande polique, « Que sais-je v, PALE., 1973, 1118,

n




TECOUrs § |a Propagande pulitique, en b ue maven d'y parvenir, sge done padout employé-

Bl et quel que soi |o regime politique congiddrs Ce qui fait viritahlement | Enfacténe ndfase

contraires au drojy intermnat anal 25

teachtt

13. Les prévédents historiques o 14 P lastrer 1efficacitd do 1g Propagande politique o

st susceptible de provoquer, La propagands stelinienne, four
particuligrement sous b finyle d'un Andri Idanoy, s'Imrmtiscem dans

les ruvages que celle-gi

tous les secteurs de Ts

s0CElE {politique, scichoe. vinéma, sports, peinture, littdramurg, musique, cte.) en viee de

"avénement d'un o Homme nouves » ; « dire 4 § construire nuguel sern finalement sacrlfide

toute forme d'opposition — par le bisis des purges politiques, déporiations de groupes: de

itercit par fa dod o (Parmd les B el oncmignd of rmtifid op Pocie, oy Loove |3 Yougsslovie) Bt de Iriicle 4

aetes, diripds comire toaugs rasy fioif e,

m allkeuse notér que ln crayanoe dn Feltiel masslf de b progmgands ensfinditPaséa f e 160 gagrd les
mumapiwmn:imn. Les Biats, on effioy, art chershé i i'en prémunic o 4 g'en praldger en ientmi de medire
sur place, des le cadre de by Seciénd gis Matlens (812N, wse Comention mierdlsont o diffisiong de
mmdzmmsuhmmﬂmsmmﬂmfwamm 1936 21 patrée o
vigueur ia 2 ovel 1938, fa "Coaventon imeenationale somcermsnt Vermplal de Jo sedioditfisinn dans Finldnd da g
" prévoyail nolamenent ; :
Lurj‘nk]xnn.llﬂ."lﬂlm me#wmlm:iMELhmMiﬁm
cosser Eme Al S loim terriiding. respeciis osle dmision qul, au dittmen) de B berng enterie
Internasionnle, wernil de matiie b oche hsui-uhd'mimhnimqwﬁmquﬁdn Bcted eaiidrmirea A Pardne
fatricur oo & la sdcurité d'un rermimbn s Huwde Partie oomeeramse” i
Article 1.; "Les Hines Pirties. coniractantes s'engagent mutustlement 4 veiller & cu que fes Smissions diffudos
or Jos posies de Innunﬂdmmcuhmmﬂmu{ﬂ{mummllammummmwmmﬂ:
meui ImcEintion b dey petes susceptibles d'y oo mduine”
vmwmrw&tlmwhmmmml
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e polisigue, yn EQUVErnemens, un représentay w2l partic de-techniques fpecifiques, la
Propugande viss 4 influeneer altitmde ﬂ:lndarru.-nlnl: de I'fndividy - en e& zens elle v ess pne

tentarive o fuflyeer Vopinkon et lo comdyize de la socidtd de saile farte que les persommes

acloptent ine opiniair o e cangdiite déterminde 22,

H. Les techniques permeltant cette inflisence ang considérablement ¢volug avee l2s progrds
Scientifiques réalisay depuis lors. Le 20° sibele o do en point de vue opésé une Teipture
quantitative ot qualitative : l photographic, le cinéma, 1 presse 4 grand tirage e suroul |n
radio puis, plus tard, |a (Elévision ont remplace es sUpports Iraditionnels de ln propagande
politique qu'dtuisnt |a musique, |'éloquence, 1g podsic ou encers Ja sculpture. Les nowveouy
vehicules ou suppors de o propagande politique s'adressent o touchent dorénavant un
nombre besucoup plus grand d'individus ~ phénoméne d*urbanisation aidant — gvee de
nouveaux procédés (1'instantangitd dy o e, surtout, de 1'image) favorism; plus Pémetion
que la démanstration et tendant davantage & svggérer qul erpliquer. Cetle évalution, qw'a
tgalement cennue 1a publicité, 4 laquelle In propagande cmprunte ses techniques, nous améne
& introduire une troisidme définition plus exhaustive qui foit de Ia propagande « le langage
desfing d lo muasye {4qui) emplote des paroies oy augres aymboles que vhicnlenr by rodic. la
presse, fefilm?3 Lo but dy propagurdiste est  tnfluencer | ‘attitude des masses rur ds paines

qui sont soumis d la propagande, qui sont objers o opiion 124,

12, Towt homme politique et wour pouvemement cherche naturellement & assefr sq Iegitimita,
i faire partager ses idées of & obtenir lg soutien do plus grand nombre possible d*individus * |

21 peéfinition tirée du Mowvems Potit Le Robert, Dietlonnnine de b langine Frangaise 1, Poris, 1993,

22 gyrlatt. Politon! Fropogunds, dﬂmhn-&fﬂltﬂmm:@-:u., P, o

23 Liste de média & laguells 7l Gl wjourd nfouler 1o thtvising et Mmool pear que cette défindlioe sl
fait pctuudls.

;ni.r:u;nm. cowmtweiication and publd: dpinior {Princeton), cird par Jeas-Maric Domenack, opei, p.8
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Population et autres assassinats d'opposants. Obscssionnelle, ceniede sur le culte dy Chef
(Staline) of g repétition de dogmes e de slogans, |a propagende; sialinienne - 3 lagquelle
Pourmait &ire rattoehie fn propagande maolsie - s'accompagne de by censure, de | dicection
Ceniralisde des outils de diffusion {médias), de |"instrumentalfsation dies nouvelles on eneoce
de mises en scbne collectives ne tobfrant aucunc sutre forme i expression critique,

14, C'est cependant e regime nozf, so0s Minfluence essenticlic de Hitler of de Goebbels, qul
vit le plus innover dans I'utilisation de la propagande comme arme en soil?, pour mobillser Jes
messts allemandes autour de slogans fels que bs conguéle de Pespace vital et In défense dy
peuple allemand (censé Stre |"élément pur ¢t supéricar de o raes blanche, de Paryen) —
préludes & I"éablissement d*un Empire aryen milldnaire... A la différence de I propagande
de type communiste, qui cherche genéralement 4 maobiliser autour d'objeenifs conerets | fa
Propagande nazie ne 5" assigne pas de buts précis, elle cherche davantage & provoguer un choe
dmationne] ef jove grandemenl sur Pirrationned des foules. Elle cherche & stimuler la haine et
l'appétit de puissance qui sommeiilens en eltes. Ce qui permet de la coractériser, cest que
I"idee compte moins ici que I choe psychologique que I'on veut provoquer chez la masse, an
reooumant & des techniques cf des procédés qui jouent tour & tour sur dex mécanisies
psychiques, physiologiques el inconscients des foules.

15 On avu que lss propagandes sialinienne of nazic dtaient toutes untidres tourdss vers [a
réafisation d'objectifs totalitaires, I'svénement d'un « Homme rouveny ¥ ¢t d'un Empire
aryen millénaire. La dimension totalitaire ot Ia spécificité de Tn propagatide mise sur pied par

e régime de Slobadan Milosevic & partir de 1987 tennent quant & elles dans lg volonté de

1 Endm.J!i.nTnmﬂ.Fi:nbd]rbuSuih.L&wu ﬁm.m_-famuf!mfwmdu
. sovlétje. 1921-1627, Libmis A Call, Collecion Kiosque : ot Georges Mood, L
ﬁﬂmr d fepfarmation of de propaponile ot LRSS of diee fer Py ole PEx, Palveopids, st Frangais de

Pressa, Univessisd Poris 11 . .
3 Voir Alfred Grasser, Hitler, lu prexse ¢f la natesance o e dictanire, Libraizhe Armand Colin, Colleetion U2,

197
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rasscmbler Pethnic serbe au sein d*un sey) o méme Eaf — ot done implicitement chiszer

les populations non serbes de tous les territoires ob vivent des serbes, en les rattachand 4 1a

wivent d'“:.d’“ ?u Blen alors se soumisting: . - ont dis sy stEmatiguement dilkedes via key medine,
i ]
u Ln'n:wﬁemn":m‘afaumrl nnifte fowr e peeanly rerbe dispeid & travers lo Youpalavie ., )} fove adourd huf
EREBRE i il comvaddritile e g qul e fit possitieny ple pruales cerbe au Kapove, sy v iy fose
Fangomlarvite ) Argenreal i, i eeint 08 I Srdrcd o awit EOUVIAES G irgan aliret oon drterslliey r ey
;;Jmnrﬁ;}fﬂm S e e ches drma, Bien (ue cette forune me soit pax wncoee d erclure {Felicker,
0 Cemr yurt fied e Yougrslavic, siuffemnem der Forrea e Kiaweve partont i oo REepn b s Seelie of & g
Forgasiavie ¢, ) Liv Serbos of b Montdandgering rhe sond par poxnds teult, oed devnilies Joury Chagus fover, o
Serhle, eet i letre cdid, £y ehagare fmver, o Sordie, e pedt & gy denride v fr Ko () Coar Iy savonr i o
I i ofnhbinier il ¢Ld'-n'pf|.m die sevinr et altary v o W i g R AT RTT S T
wenl ponce du deritaire s v B mertout, iy 1 daraer & ir'o v Kasswn wf fo fr
(Prditilar, § fovrinr 1990), Sy Bk e Hooeilte
# Chnt ot ol oldetnier o cleti che Figosdonne sewhomeny Vs peuplyn e ceiter Foigausda, RO e b e
vl o i répehilgues gl one cedd iy Fellegonlede, iy hlew les penples (.| £ e gl vorteeme fe pouple
serbi, W dkdsiret v doin an soud B, Coy Pawrgquol fate-ivision e plvehears Elaty, gui sépmeil e
aliffifremter parsice oy Pataple serbe it fe plocont dime Jer cauner o Enay Ao difErents, i pent o eaire
e el virg, @ dcdeptt o et dialive — ar e wernd oagare gl il = e Peut e s ftre eirelogd o
{Duatrar, 15 janvier 1991,
Vi slopl, . Parii rlical serie -
= Eur paiait 1w perfectly cloar, We ar tar fErvew o e resenil of e Seebicer Sate i e Ballums ot fhat
winld wwile ol Ereibion feeeliorio fhe provant-day Berblan federal unit, Serbloor Mocochniz, Sorblam
Mewtenegre, Serbion Basnin and Serdjmy Herzepoving, Seviior Dubroiih, Serbion Diimatio, Serd o Lika,
Serblan Kardur, Serbign Slervaniie, avic! Seetin Barewjer s, inforvien by Branko Akanwic, in Tries, Colnber
I, 1954,
i Mo avenis i contre e i g I i < paplamil=> des austochit Fromco Trdiman forme son
Erat Instipnrslant de Croetie, sl sunlewient 3 Quast de B figree Kardovee-Cimlii-Kurfevme- Flestiog Metaet

Mot

wn mitlian de vickmes serber, Tin b verivinnie ; de seebtame o pux de prix | 7] # faut qia IR0 Creharis
prrrtien! de Serbiie rang gimi o Sorbic, fowr sinyierseTl, e sens pod oo miesaire o Tarelier fex ey Sertey
chavsds o Crpatie. Celo vere oy wiwple dekonpe de populamions, effectind sows pression dg fo terrear
Bemverneniniale ceoais w [Pojitia, |4 mal 199},

sty stverinled ko tha the Bt thivsge for thhem woudd b fon {ve dir i winghe stbe. fuer Fike phe Serbe. And if
sty oy s plhut, Yot Sl foviny e Saedsivyed fit e grss e ey i e ooty pomadatio, st
ewe M Moy cammed fave 0 compaet iohole Thay will remaln seaticreed: ofhervine we woidd reserle e
peprilstivser. The Serbs from areey winly anabsslis Moo muetferiny weunld be Peseiticel el viee verng, bt get g
ahugls Seedr o poing s v nder fie damahivivgs Fugrimee " inlerview by Clivern Milclovio, n O, Masch 1,
1953,

s A% it dist pimple af Crruri nanimatity: off af e, ot thise wehy firugehe svitih we for the frevdium of
;qtrﬁu'wr.mﬂwmj'm L, R e e s the fronnilling s wembers af the reserve farces, will ferve o go filieaning

intorviewod by Vera Radovic on Jume 12, 1992,

LIfE D T OVEE, DIFERRVETTE G4 Rendavein nnpong] perbss

ﬂwmnwhaﬁ'nlf& MFWMMMHMMMMW,
Mievlminn ol Montdadgein de aafomeding () Do fo ey Serbie pour lagmelle muny svwrons, ilr e oy
W}pﬂmuwmwmwmw#:mmmwmgmummm
ic | Mot garvans gu s et des Serbes wo{Medfelina Dalnacyia, 20 mai 1990); .
,,Lﬂspﬁm-.ﬂwwwﬁrquﬂcmmﬁumswﬁgjmmmamumphmnﬂf‘mih
mehtﬂﬁﬂ#ﬂ#ﬁnﬂksmm:rmﬂmmwm-rdrﬂn‘,-wmﬂus#ﬂ-ﬁmm
st 1 'y it gl e Serhes w { Polities, 37 mal 1997, )

W eovan Kamiri | T T, LTl 6 i K

FreIBEnd ey Parii dém

Lo, # [RLEAE
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“ Serble historique ». L'dtude atientive de o couvertune mediatique en Serbic 4 |"époque

montre que fa-« ndeessité » de meltre A la porte: les nion sorbes est un théme redoncdant dans les
médias®*— que e message soit véhiculd par des politiques, dex intellectocls, des militaires, des
Joumalistes, e, La presse dans son ensemble repremd systématiquement ef en i 1os
déelarations incondiaires fuisant g dos dangess™ pesant sur ey populations serbes e

menacant explicitoment ou impliciternent les non serbes de roprdsal fesh,

T f ther thited ar g fundy PRl el ety ot of Fignrlovia, Tha pls thhcy exvhardion an v the s
highiay whiich leed Croatia ter fedl, bt e fit wf war i S8 woukd be even nrseg serribie, for Mustimy pould
Ireriegs bocems evthier., Mo ' eyt ot Wi vt Elnroiges 1 Wil puier goma srf eniitlen w | Feorge
Movowrd, |6 notobre 19911,
Enaiglie Wi Esidenil Be by phuion = WG R ) ity 15 E1E] 1

wlt veudrasix faire st et il ety ypue vy affs civriger foutes i Iywtioes relsfives anT frontidee
i Loeailys Broz st irincder, e er, e son Ande dilge ©'ext & bun massrcinf g W seomelis i Cromsiee o
i Micstudracuts dlies Sovvifodres sorbise. f o Musilencires canitituced seuloneEns ue srimaeiid nepiineable gl ol g
it it pewle serbe maparintre, Mo Be s wesftern e el e clherrmeraacs v v Zagreh, 1 fe
Jatit Lo vengomme, s anwivet cleune nusire rumyg et dlins fietie sercn | Benend, 18 gesohre 19900,

¥
TV, SIS EE P d 111

Seelile dl St etde Meenindpra. Er awtre, ba Bermnean bl sefe réviome Dincorpoeution & b Serbie das
répioty fistariguer e artfiques de noire powple oo Becrle, o Slrvonle, on Mersdpovine, o Lika, diow fe
Kordin, en Buije & o Kreardfey e Kerir ¢} Aucrun Serbe md o cruenn Saorhe Wl s olnit oo nan v
Cekr gul, o Croatle, onmncst de noreily parsdestiont. daivent srialr g e femiber serbes fhe yo gy
encire vengdey. Nowr devevas drexser dey fieliom o poe smeurly # LI em Lt metipupe ethrligue. Nocumeens
Aristeriypunes s e ifnlapic sebe, mssurnbls, lracuit o commensds par ko Crmek, Marg {jidera vl Weven
Simae, Fryant, Paris, 1993, p 318),

2 Un bon exemple e est constiiué par b diciaration de Vacnstémicion ¢ romansier Dobricn Cosie qul, muriant
adroltement la rdthariquy, cammence far 5o défirudne d'apneler m Aetingage eihrigue avind do 1o seubier
erisuite dans fex fails - » #We mead net wipive to othmically oloun Serfiie, hur e st Sberate Hire wiin dart
Seel free with Suebs o wha S Serd fFecdams » {Promear, Dhereeriks Mowi Sed, 1992, mage 1761 Momcilo
Eplle, hisorien wlironational|se, uppsclle quand 4 i 4 Pepubion des non serdes © “The thing wem i i exped
ity ivr hotie plures of nripin, eluse o buesleiee lihe Emve Mo diel fn Al ek & il Serfl,
i thury oo cermplaie oy wneh o thnse fvement™ [Dyggm, 12,26 sptembre 199210 D son ofé, Mirko Kulic,
parlernentuive appartenant au Part| suchillsie da Milosevie, hésite anfre oo expalaion ennnt compie de critéres
hamanitiires ef des mesires plus mdicales < o fn s o wiiesy Crevly' cve. comanliviay genocite aping
Serbs, the question iy whether we ghould Ty reaet twrards Croats,.. | don't e the smmve moareds, for it
el ey sy e wade bt Ul evned slausgphies Crtnty i Sevhie, but framsgme reamitlement of poplariog
conld be effectod volumurlly. . 3 (Borba, 3 Gyl 1992), Commandamt de " Armée da Nov Sad, b Ceénéral
mmjuﬂhmummwummhmﬂm nm-.ﬂihbmmmmmmmmqpm
mm,rnd{rynmmmmﬁ;mmmmm wee wharll entuire that fp i amd ture sholl be sivers
e oo, w (Frome, 30 mirs 19624, Pour Radovan Eiirndzie, leader dos merbes di Bamnie, ["extitencs d'un Fiat
serbe enibaire e samit méme pas 2o quesdonnis | ® Nt farve ar pewar con prevent o from ereating o Serh
shiate.., onlp Goe inay, e Goo shall ot dn i eranme e is oo our sid o { Ricdio Belraad 11| imars 1993), Le
Mitropolite Amtlloklle ladovie, 3 propos de Punion des lemmitnires serbes, dielare : “Bugkbome af teics Ligitad
Chopatiries {3 perape knuse, amd {n the foe af off migfortime, i i torking stape. A that buckbore Bx Serbia
ard Mowtenegra, perfops Eguern Morregmiing, a yood part of Rosmon Krafing Seeb Keaging,. Drurliver o
rmmmmmﬁmwmmrduﬂmmmm:,mﬂkﬁum-Mrwﬂdwm#bm
and seresens o Sepwka Kragin oo finee™ { Danpa, 30 Aprid 1992y,

30 decarles, the Serbe in the sucialistic Crisatia have bt mo ethic rights that they frod fn A rstrla-Hevgur
Eﬂﬂp,ffmm it ax e hedvendy dooom, and we, Hede cowpertriaty, kesp sflent owd af fear, Infiffrence,
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16. Cette politique visant 4 g constitution d’un Etat pour mus ley Serbes s'est accompagnée
de politigues sthnigues, qu'une habile Fropagande a justifides oux yeux de Popinian publique
serbe, |l faul souligner que si les médios ont éé 1'une des pittes maitreszes de cette
propagande c'est paret quun contexie perticulier o gussi favorisd leur sujétion nu pouvoir
politique. En effet, il n'existait pits & proprement parler de tradition de mddias indépendants &
Uintérieur de la Fédération Yougoslave ; sy sein d'entreprises do presse proqridids
d'institutions publiques, [es joumalistes &mient considirds comme des « travaillesre
polidgques »7 dovant défondne 1ok sdées du Parti, toule eritique drant sévirement sanctionnée,
Avee I"implosion de la Fédémation, I"mdépendance des différentes républiques et |"éckatement
de la guerme, les professionnels se sont muds e o patrioies » nationalistes™, Les o draftres o 3

la nation étaient quant & ecix systdimatiquement écarés™,

gried iyt Secbion foe (nothe e dn Crti-pengeids, oml i socialinle poace-diiriningtion el
aiurifstion o, Dobrles Cosic Dlargey, ® 406, 1620 Sepleanber 1980,

N w Sords wnictn't pevivire thals upe-odd phfective tu {fie o o stofe. Thet fdow i priceleny, Ve muit asf (ke
ethier werfiim Nistortoed penplon in siandur circumsaniess FrdSierd petple must regciin thefe comfidems oned
ity dral mawt dlefond seontsafoes, Even i i wive o reniin the ealy: pevaple do s el cir i one g
mpresisiy o the whole werld n, Gafka Dogn, poeL (Patfuka Ekipees, 6 Aprl 19927,

“fen) Thi Serticn pogple do not accep IZETREGOVIC af their President Threy than 't weerrsr Friay ool tliewe i ms
pawer thatis g mike thear accept [TEEREGOVIC Thie Serbisn prople hadd to arm anad 1o egaize
et ars militery wmlie Awd it s e canmison clhaty oo angpipert W s maich v onr clrcnitances would
anlfove s with smatoeial, el with grai, anl e strelimt vofiaroers, et for ey are ome Aeathery Serby.
Vojlslow Seacdj, Sl &, Nuvember | 954, = i S ancraaia
“Wa davz afl avedd wrveanal Chemik prowps by i e citles in A I are
md,fbr:uﬁnﬁ:guw da:u' torrari actions, ﬁmmmgﬂw Serbiant el popelation happen, the
Csteriies wiill sheilbe agurivnat Zogre nel unber Cringtfan ateoughdsbe with ofl B frce. Tou noe, rivenge & binad
dhring theer process of eelaliutitg, We sdaht e irmscent vierims, fosever, g wot e dovre b tat, Ler
tht Craats think first. Weare not poing to strile fivrt, b if thew sarike, we will not pay atiention af our tnged
arpymire ff ahe Arssy dies s dismeme e Dsdher ety i dot af bl i ging fo be dhed”, inlerviow by

5 Milics Pesic, journalite & Télivision Belgrade ot i Iy Radio Tévision Serbe do 1983 & 1992, précise b oo
propis « .kwrdfwgmmzfﬂﬂqﬂbmmq?mdmu,dmmmﬂﬂ1mﬂﬁmdwa{ww
wiarRer whe, comeiemtionedy oabering fo the Sl of Marrio Do, [ pewiicipaies in mmwbﬂmrm
af aaclalisl selfmanagement of society=> b, In Manipadations se Telewsion Balgrade, A Thesls i Ingcriimtional
Sousnalizsn, Presented 1o the Depanment of Journaliam, Cley Universigy in partinl faffilmoent of the requiromens
for-the Master af Ans Degrece, Depaniment ol Joarmalm, City University, Londan, Sestember 1904, a2

W gy gt amalbrmation da concept de jaurnaliste, vair Dragica Mugesa, « Réseon :Jmﬁd'r::ﬁ.nmm £
Mfu Alemmntivan Informathinn Mrczs (Risesy Adtemarl d'Information), Libee porobe, Ware media; des drolis
m?umnwhmsm |2 Commission dew affaitcy dtranpives, de b séourild o de In pelitique de
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V7. A une situation de dévolution des médias au Parti Communiste - ce demive contedlant tous
les canaix de diffusion des nouvelles, ne lnissant finalement place qu'h une contre.
Propagande clandestine — a succédé une sltuation i tes médias, dans un contente de transition
politique, passent sous e contrdle des nouveaux pouveirs nationalistes aw sein de chague
république’, En Serbie, c'est Ia formation pelitique de Stobodan Milosevie qui va contrifer 4

san profit le paysage médiatiquedt, Bien que n'ayant pas rompl avee I'idéalogic commiuniste,

défenge, Mﬂmlu ez droita do Pheoune du Pardemuent Eitopéen, Bruvelles, 25 avid 1995
] LoD W W g AP LY B e Ty

3 L siructurstion mise du payssge médiatigue de I'ex-Yougestndi 2 fivorisé ceiie dvalution notonaflsie de
miésfias, Le constat qua Borisay Jivie - Fun des pius peoches colloborstoms do Milsaevic ol aborn président de la
Fedération Yougoslove - fait & In daee du 17 eciobra 1040 e delairns : » Tiie waye af hattred angl ration)

i fa Tdldvision de Belzrads YW el dire complary divic amd the aiadia wer bry oo sued
wriurisily fhaf the oppasing sider can e comsidered hellganmty {,.,)". 1n Last Daye of thy SFRY. Jowmal of
exesrpts mnsluted by Dovid Siephenson for the IETY, ppd 77 &1 258,

¥ Les médias serbes sont avant ot concus par fes nscmbres du Parid de Milosevic e par ses alfiés radica
uatinmafisies comime dos instrementy politiqeey & sapul au régime, chemyés de cancourir & fa rtalisation de ses
abjestits shreetionalises, Loy Auelgues: clivns d'hommes poliliques eviou de Joematistes qui suiven
montrent combies s5t forta keur croyance e kmﬂhmdhnmuﬁquummﬁmumimmm&
lctirs yeuk de les contrifer =

4 I-Jmﬂkrwwﬁmfhwmw@dhtwﬁmm&ﬁm. anid my prigeily tn condinting and
roallsfeig phy peslicy of the communine” oot | arin saping that { hove pet the obiigution o prevens
aeryieieng hat fx ner B ghve Lo with the Crmmminreiets* asseciatipn, @i tiat it ix st iz progrow palicy, fram eing
preblished fo Palitka™, Fivorad Minovie, midactenr en chel da Polifhe. In Mindmg Morowie, "Pafiike® i
Peditics, Combi Helsinks pour la Yougnstnvie, i poraiie,

= e & March Sard people e nvirdlog pmnumwwm:ua:waummmm
imtelfigeince services!,.. Th ane wh rafis thy TV seation, infemds 10 teippled the quthorities. The ame wito fokey
tne WW-MmWwImefnmmdmyw.mwnﬂlﬂhmuwhm'm
blaod-leting. Hence Dimikovic b the moain eulpris for e biood-shed, 1r. Vijislav SeSall, “the Clietnik dyke”,
in Dege, 13 awrll 1993 :
-ﬁ?ﬂﬁﬂﬂzb%‘wHWMIrmkwnuﬂMnﬂMﬁrﬂwHM qr'uniﬂnl.ﬁkufu ﬁ:fhﬂﬁ;m
spearheated Nt Henewe wa chall mor allow raster-mnds of wuch a podlcy, wiich lod ogr i te ourrent
denmocracy, kg.ffwﬂ:ﬂ'rmh-w. Teaica Rabfevie, membre du Comit sxfoutif dy 5P, in Folititn

_merﬁmrhmmﬂhwwkh&ﬂqﬂmimrﬂhhﬁmﬂwm We fnirtared
ww#ﬂ?ﬂrw,mmmmﬂuﬁﬁmhl‘mmtmhm

i e el wirk hm:um;u&nugnhrrﬂhrhm&hwm&ww&ynhuwm ek fir o
houss, gl don'd wand ho fecre 8 Eﬂrﬁmmjnhvwmwmnx.aummmw. Don's chinroam,
bar il gf ilusiar fuxt pou woold Sage o conp in TV () Wat do threyr vand? They ger their safarics, houe
imceritives, enfioy off memanis of soeial siencar! Ircimiling o hefiday resors in Elarbor oo F am ploase thar
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celle-ci va pourtant connaiire, dés 1986-1987, une dérive nationaliste 8 laguclie seront
Etroitement assocics les médias. Sous le contrille de Milosevic et de son parti, ceux-13 vont
Etre chargds :ch.ial:i]]nrh:vmjndclahnlmudn lummpﬂ‘mihpupujuh‘mmb:. que la
Propagends présents comme directoment menacee dans son existence mime par la présence
des autres ethnies minoritaires??, Pour ce faire, le régime Milosevic va recourir aux techniques

el principes clossigues de fa propagande, Eprouvés cfficacement en doutres lieux el en
d'nutres temps.

BRIV Serfiiu atepped into ithe werld) and hevaa the wrered TV, Hiseared fiaim o proseciorsie of Croat TH. IWe
Waver e dntermatiomed chamic. which i el el by Msiiccdomir, Mematesieyro amd BEH, ¥ amy plvesod with the
Froles e dhonel gty for S prewplies i Cravaticn, wmwmmwmwwmuwhmmmmﬂ
Ligtinali. ﬂm-ﬁ'm!mfhmg.msmbﬂﬁdﬁﬂmﬂiﬂﬂﬁlﬂ%ﬂ.fﬂﬁﬂﬂm%h{pﬂmm
puaple in Croat, agabiy I Kraiing o o Hreie evint el and TV progeen o, Dobirasay Bjcletle, ancien
SccmmhmmrduﬂmﬁﬁmmduhumduEHHmudmd:mﬂﬂudmmﬁuhm inleTview &
Vedernie Novastl 30 mars | 093

T Cosama e montrent les déclirations incustisires de Vojislev Sesel], systdmatipuement mpporiées par les
médias

= wif barrieadsy ar o Mulim sevnly e i Sandioh we ohall immediotely s iy cir -l
rﬂmwmh.r.SnM_l.u.l'muhﬂfdh&m-bcm:hﬂhm.&ndﬂmhwnﬂﬂwmﬂfmﬂmdﬂ?mw
i megeasary upr b Aracdlier ffargy feloom fametics from Nowl Mazoy, Sfewrleg and Tutin hove already periviod i
sl cupercity uf the Croot arercesarips el Leethomovie's soliders ln Baeia w, bn dorka, 17 mal 1992
—"Iﬂrfnt!fmfﬂﬁmﬂdwﬂu‘hnmhﬂ the one wh iy the callug, Alvo

bl be Serh Cobolics {Sokei il Busgizved Imm'ﬁf qwn’myw L J_E':ﬁan mmﬁ
EMMM&MM FuraZalin®, i Veeormge Mewanti, 17 aval 1992,

= “d vl expulno Crouts aw several prounds. Fliratly beeauve thay are urterly ditlopal inhabiime aof Serbia, the
sl menarify of them ure membirs of the NOF. armrim.—u-afcwﬂhﬂrm'm and they afa thele wimarr fo
interriclly dedtalilloe Serbio. Thay are clave collaboretir o Lvdeelii, W wdvld e ter roteadine, fiar i
expolled J660,000 Serb, bt vivnw of'the latior, uehiat e Tty it Seehiie swiiting fire? Thiveily, the fargert nuitber

veelgelel gl tat Jia et wrverly Jimman wo ﬁuw;mmmqmmmqu. Thrie
e piedrecut, whnple and wiisely Juoma solitang, Wiz camnot freat Craats tn o iisar oy, and o o peaple
it e wien®, i Clamien, 23 avril |90,
= “lembers of wll nativmal minarives shal! hove the s pight fike eititens of Serbiu.., We uppeal o
Hengzarfany ot 18 back adventurers ke Andegs Ageston, for theyr aight may fare well,.. dod they shonld
pememher i Serbr oo b exromaly spuitefinl somil rovengefil. avd that we shill e s i mecentary £..)
expuliiion of Croar from Vofvuding and Soris wid repariation ol Sevir rufigrey 10 Serh freriier oo by
mwmvmmkﬂmxmmmmmpmwmhmmmmgmm
it vems ek fir Karfovis, but rather in g Karivvee subeb, mor o Firevitics, drat fnr Padkrere ., ) onee the Sorp
Repubiiic uf Erajing and Reprbiiha Sepcka join BEH the newly-emerpesd Yongoaleevlar shoall psity proclaim feff
Jor @ fockeral state of Sorbia and s finally per its Serh army (..} wnﬁgﬁ:ﬁrﬂm#ﬁrmmﬂm#
Serbla, buf vwe have aceepted the covent of s rumg Yugowliler breause of ineraations! clreumtonces™, in
Bori, ¥ mai 1992, ) .
Ausre :mmdﬂ\’mmlltm;ufhmmmnhmmmm
mHmmwdthHEmﬂmd'hmehlum# et la popolation lecales, afflmens
péremptokrement : o They [Hungariens] have: never stopped dreaming, of once aguin becoming  part of the
Mm.mmpmmpfu.Thqrmmmﬂmphm:nfumﬂmfnmmmmmww
the nome Germans calbed it dusing The Second Waeld Wor — Hither supare | e, Clté par Millen Pesic,

up_ﬂ]'. p;}.

18



Les principes de base de toute propagande

1B, 1l existe en effer un cersin nombre de techniques de base que I'on pewt retenir de
I"histoire de [a propagande politique o que |"on refrouven employées en ex-Yougoslavie, par

imprimé, radio, 1élévision, images, cinéma g spectacles interposés,

Fairg simple

19. Le premier principe de base epnsiste & fuire simple. C'est-g-dire que pour ére sir que le
public retisnne ce que l¢ propagandiste veut qu'il retienne, il st plus opératoire de délivrer un
message court et concls, qui réswme ou au besoin cadcature un progrmmme, une politique oy
une idée. Co message est véhiculd au ravers de différanies formuoles hrives o margrantes,
selon le principe de 1o publicité : Jo « mot dordre s - 4 Vorigine réunion au cowrs de lsquelle
fes chefs militaires donnaient leurs ordres - résume Je but & atteindre ef & valear de consigng
commune aux membres d'un parti, d'un grovpe, d'une cummunauté,.. ; le w slogan », qul
s'apparente plus & un cri de puerre ef qui o un conteny berucoup plus passionne! (gui joue sor
la haine, sur I'exaltation, ete.); ou encore le symbole (une Image, un dessin, un i de
musique...}, qui &, pour un groupe soctal donné (communauté, ethnie, peuple), une valour
‘tmuan'ine magique ou mystique, Il s"agit en fin de compto de trouver les formules courtes et
fimpides permettont de condenser un programme ou une doctrine politique, de sorie qu’il zoit
pisément mémorisable par kx masse,

20. Cette régle de I simplification est dautant plus valable lorsqu'il faut stigmatiser son

adversaire ou son ennemi en I'affublant des qualificatifs les plus péjorarifs possibles®, En

3E De pombreuses déclumtlong polifiquen nafionntoes stinplises, caricaturnles el péjorntives outb @é minal
vihbeildes via les médina contrdlds por le posvolr de Bolgrade prour discrédizer Altenags, Croates oo Munimans,
Trans son dfition du 5 Jullles 3991, Je maguzine Duge piblinit lea propas do cempagne de Fultr-rationaliste
rudical Vjialay Seselj, qui déclaraiy lon qu'==i faur dpargor fer Croates, pon poy aves w1 pouram, maly e
iz ewlliire reuilidez,



choisissuit par exemple de dinboliser aux ¥eux de son peuple ou de ss communmutd les
combattants cnnemis, c'est I'image de toute fa commisemié pdverse qus on cherche § fernis
et sur laquelle on jette |e diserédit. En ce sens, la propagande est ennemie de la nuance o
cherche toujours & grossir le trait pour marquer ez esprits,

21. Il est également cournnt de résumer & extréime, en une formuile 2 I"emparte-pidee, les
maux mxguels un pouveir se troove confrontds et qu'il entend imputer 4 ses nombreux
adversaires. On avance olors In théoric du camplot, procédd bien commode qui permet de

metire péle-mile tous ses ennemis dans le méme soc™- i 1'image de 1 propagande hitféricnne

L vedlle be 4 juillet, il foisalt pant de sen indentions & O &7l dirigoait la Serbie: w £ woudd et order e aeamy o
preeil et iy srous s useanan fro e aree o traadkay's Slemarer sormd threy couable sevexivor of Slaveriz, Thon §
word oraee ampimation of Craatls mod e pudleond of oestn, oo wenpons alere the Jine Karfoham-Coiline
Korluse-Vieovitice, | wonld suspend ol foderal bodior and st digrar eommitien of the Seebion Notiomal S
Wi sweamng paviee il Ui cedpear ety o the ComitwtonMaking Aoy, i worfef be podnfese
ar Croaty wonld Wifde lrmedionelye. They are cogrels Ty e gewnfically covaeds, o Wastorr Seom 27 Serk
afared over 206 LEehd spoctal fareos. Basmio iy dndlispotobly Seedioe, md afl fose Mutim fvdanmmolis
i elissagree with it s mes! timely ook ap e feenee, § ik thar ihe gvenetic boing of Sech people i
aheens ey for warfive. Every Serh is o born vofaion, md Enreipa fureres’ it ieeli, My Hiaflboorar sy e
macigergtod Sord, pald deardy fie tnat stond af telrx. § bt drelieve it corvoe wanld tom dare impore g ar
surfeatfreur controry fo our nafiom (ateresis™.
# Lax Crevuates st oo paple pourrt e o of jusean cocnre rencomed Jin Croaie comemable o, affirrmali-ll encore
le & aodi 199] desy une intervies b Der Sepged {reprlac pat 'apence Tanfug Press de Belprae dans son talloin
du 8 aolt, pp.l4-15), Taujoers daps |s méme veine, il déclomic & fokea | Bimninghan) le 19 décembre |99] ;
o Leew Crntees moar et ooty elivacins, e ool jomiors revered M Create biimihe #{ppd-b).
Autre exemple, le dicluration de Bifjpnn Plavsic, mpeise par Barbo le 8§ Gurier 1993 1 5 Bape atfretamarely
Belonps o the war sirategy of Muddivg ool some Croaty fevaedy Serhe For dulas rége ix pormed, Jo that
ruligion talerares plygeny,. Theausdon 500 yeors of Taekich weerpadise bath bogs and g were et b
apenr the first night with o rocently suteefed wooray fraim the wind’ Al under i felienric refimlous femere
marfon & e el i e o of s fatier”.
¥ Vair par exemple la ddekarution de Dobrics Cosic b Mauls en fuillet 1904 « Brrenk-rar o Visgosturvice by it sf
Hasbioue] vecessions, in wiicl Germany i collisim with BC, Amorica and laro bilamic povers, plenved o magnr
Fole, v tantamsimy fo declaration af the IFTF3 with the rame ol feoun ok FEWE aned IFIF2. Serb prople
rexpondind iy the defeney wir, the war for thetr simvtval g thetr demeratfe mte. Desgite thar teur vl peraly
tfazreafl Serbs afull owrvive aol arie i fedserentef mariumal ahiserfve. .Emb.u'h.uﬂ'mn:m- afurte; wimse
charuacter shall dery and prevalt oror aational amd idealopten) goain of ol sl el paeticipants i the Serb
vl vewr, e wder pocmration f T9EI-F94 period. T corrent war and ity ofydoioeg i, wilaed viuty
e Serh penple-shu il sesrend e idedogical anvagraimms g diviviaers origmiting from te ol war aid tie
W ... Hengo e nosional reconetidion wis efectod by hitdon: propar .
Vob aussi Jus seticles sulvams pones dong oy @
- i =2 st aalf Hivimps Seebdans, coned Serdy people==. This amticr in 2il] e rallytng oy of tnprimeinted coofiion,
Tt i ebvigier thet anti-Serblom if in the "Went”™ il fishivaabic ampag cerfain cireles, 1 fay aheays beon present
iy the palitiesl seéne sinoe Bie e of the WH2, ﬁwmmmrﬁﬁmﬂdﬂmm@!w are i fill
g, Western puliiciane wnd thevretislons st stund any fonger the Serd spndromy of fibersatar, el thies
ey iy Hhele beat fo pravent and tiear fertior develtgment mel prosperinn of Sovida », Randjel hanfefieyie,in
. 26 Moy 1989; -
:Fﬂr;ﬁrh .fg:iarfu i Croatio, Stoventa ard S&H bl o mepor Gapace o pee gf feeign publis oo, te
wne draditionatly snder infuee of e Cathalic circles, Roslly fowrds Sivbe, consklored soldumaties, amd
e ligffuneincyr f Mivslio furdameniedin contres working fill-theattle on istamisation of planst, Many anti-Serb
avticies, pairininig e Seedle siripoed Nosovar Albarione of their “Yimdmwental suinomous righie” o
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qui s'est tant appesantic sur la Peeudo conspimtion des « démocrates », des i ploutoorates » et
des « bolcheviks » contre I"Europe...

£ sur "
22 Un second principe cournmment employé réside dans le fait de projeter sur ses ennemis

58 propres fautes ou de lui pedter In volani¢ de commentre des actes que Pon est soi-méme sur
te point d'sccomplic, Dans ce registre il est classique d'entendre cortwing régimes parmi les
s belliqueus jurer qu'ils ne veulont pas by guere & quen fait c’est le camp adverse qul est
le seul responsable de celle-ci, Cotte logique trompeuse conduit & présenter I"attaque comme
lo scule défense possible & son opinion publique et comme une opération gqui vous est
imposée, pour laquelle le seul choix réside finalement entre o vie ou la mar, .

La campagne d'opinion par médias interposss pour justificr lo pueme contee les Croates on
constitue un bon exemple. Dans son numéne spéeial du mols de Juilbet 1990, le magexine
Duga <"y emplole 4 s3 manigre. Sous |a plume de Mihnjlo Markovie, idéologue manciste et
philosophe proche collaborateur du président secbe, on peut lire que o la frapddie des Serbes

de Croatie n'ext pas encore terminéz — elle continie et dawg un Swter proche elle pavrvalr

srttden By people barkrated by e powerfld Aibanian ruep-pociling eufia o Tnoeced from thie s coffers
af Albania” Baric Jovanavie, in Poflsike, 1) My 199,

="l Fegowlevin there b i hemg-ramming potiticnl wer.... b fiow koo 7 corres, pfitice gl and o !
M fugrartr af poatiaie avond conifi, Ard that wor skl detitge witcot cligientegeintion af Fugasioia, et [,
rocarery af dnsten-Hunpary amd forsntion of Grower Albriz, Mo imderway i mrpanizanroi of patitical war
aygreriovet Feggarsfineies o) arn-Soeb ey, The LS, NATT? aid Fottews are angoped i afecrime dhar divicon,
Pty tisk st the raler of Gormuny, My cord Cireat Britunr froer W2, Postaoar anili-Serd Holicy uf sy
camnircs erviiaged o bigrer penacide tha e WIF2 one agafne the Serb people, dntracetary phose of duit
e vl model v Koverves conid Msterbifias sused ifvpmbore. And shat s siond b frenlfle it ofrony
aunel deeinive Backing of exermal favor®. Radivige Jovanovic-Beadonia, in Pafitiky, & Decomber (990,

4 Academicien, celuici fur novimé en 1985 memhee du Comlid pour fa préparation d Mimorendum sz
prohiéines gernely de fo sociild of soctdalt aw poste de viee-peceident tu SPS s hodemals de 53 eriasion en
juin 1950, Dang |es semaimes qui suivent, ot & 'approche des dlectlong de décemties 1990, 1 fem ld-mime fo
diplecement ot Rositenar |e 5PS & Nugating Movi Sal, Knsevar, Smedensvo, Nis of Urice, Sir ee poiix, weir
I'histerime Olivers Milosavlievie u De maviets wsape de | 'aworind sufcailigne n In Radiopramhin o un
mutipruiisne ; fo racines serber b conflie yongordve, sius T direction de Nebojsa Popov, Les Edifinns do
I'Aetier, Parks, 1908, p 210§ sur B proximité de Markavie mvec Milosevic, voir Florenca Hartmann, Ml
I lfaponacale i fow, Dunoid, Paris, 1999, pp 77, 176, 254, 320, @ 372
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attelndre de ragiquer praportions »*\, Dans le méme numéro, le docteur Jovan Raskovic,
leader du Parti démoceate serbe de 1o Krajin, allsit dans le méme sens : u Stanes of Serd
Peaple in Croatia s worze than the statuy af any, even rhe smallest mational minarity in
Yugoslavia, Everyone has the right to language, cultire mass media, etc. We, the Serbs in
Croatta, are the anly ones who are deprived of that vight. To strip one people of ihelr right to
miother tovgue and alphabet is a kivd of crime 542,

ntali I
23, Un troisidéme principe Gent dans le fait de fourner 4 son avantage les nouvelles pour diriger
les esprits, en particulier grice 4 I'éroil contrile exsred sur le paysage médinthque. L4 aussi it
s'agit de grossit 'impartance ou |a significstion dun fair rapporté — par exemple per l¢ biais

d'un titre et d'un commentaire jouant sur Penthousineme oo la haine - ou iu contraire d'en

AV Phus tudn, 11 poursiit : & Toy Surbs ine socond-chiis citizans, The Byt i the Regrablic: af Crisatia oy
Crnar people enfap soversignty, while Serbs are treated as the disniranchised “wob® who owes o the Croat
sfase oyl & apenfy espomd Spstematic demial of and wsderrating of the WIVD penoeide opain Seris
sk e existonce of the Serh poorle it Croctie wene provarions, Devil af rospurdfility far they eriow, oleary
Hhe svay for its-ropen.

42 Woir sisel Jes evemples ol-dessous ;

- n Everyiane showled lerne fral Serter amal Serlvive st b hefendded i Croatia, e i a noor (e we v o
duefiemel eureelven from: Fudmen in Zame o, Pavie Obmdovic, Vies president of Pupubsr Assembly of Serbie, =5
Kraljevo mily, THE-Prime nows, 23 Sepdember 1991,

- "I lix ddfenee the Sar people wholl e Viewsa mio Hiroshime”, Volo Kugectanin, President of SA0
Bossnaken Kenjing, Forfege Novwni. 27 Ootober 1901

- “This vewlant of the rivap Puposlavie b the fesr chover game played by Serde, and It v heiy 1o be
suecerefiyFar the fieg tow e ore croating « stof Sgger thim Decfon'c Kingeom, with mivimat gffore
arivtfimal ceomaltion. Wi dn thix wer, s ovengy damemovag, Gofibrjacd, aid ol Bost mis groves with -t
Serb wictims. So when Mantenogrine conguer Dubrovadl and we Tovernit, we shall all witimately meer i
Zogreh. Only sfier o defintiive militeary pow of Crodats, we can af peoce ereatg o saie™ Mirko Jovig, Prosident
of the SPR, Pagledi, 29 Novembor- 13 December 1991,
."Jrﬁﬁdﬂuf#!tfmpp#mﬂﬂﬂmwmmqmmmmu&ﬁmm Jfram the Crootien
amihoritie, for they were bant on destraping it Irinej Bulovic, Episcops of Botk, NN, 20 Maorch 1692,

- 3T mombers of ay faeilse wore Killed f the W2 My motker grew in o ardianege e Befgrade, | am
frvedved bt the whate story Hirsuph the frapedy of mie gremdaathers ond grovdiobers . § foe sorre for poung
Linfanky! whert we ke Sheny Sefore te fring sqaad ., St wben § oo at tee from, whan  fighe and e s enonries
i, @ feul hopmy e e aee ciiminated people scho throaten mye peapde. I fros aodkimg i o winle
gy .. Crowars e all the mons availuble, farchm, demmorag, il sociens foe promite the e of
desrraction of Serbr i theso territoriea™, Dragosfay Rokon Lender of "Buli arfoei™, Diga, 270 March-11 Apsil
1992



dénaturer le seus (notamment par un recours & des citations détachées de leur contexte) oy de

faire le silence dessus® lorsqu'il est contradictoire avee la version officielle des choses™. .

Repéter inlassablement son message
24. Une autre caractéristique de toute propagande politique et In répatition systématique et
récurrente du théme ou des thémes principaux, de facon & lnisser une trace inddébile dans Jes

espritst®. Pour ne pas lasser la masse, | message (e sens) doit cependant changer de forme et

93 L 16 janwvier 1993, par exemple, alors qu'un énlbme massacre (ainail § mors of 18 blessds 4 Surajevo et que
des Serbes dizient wds dins le villoge hesningue de Skeline, fn Télmuisom do Selgrods ne apsonait que le
second dvénement,
Telidvivimn Bedwronde 18 aussl be shonse totnl sor corinbnés Informationes : aocune nfammation ne secs ping demmée
he F fveier 1992 o le tb qutim acteur Misoiman bosningue nés renomme Al sévirement bot & Belgrade,
I 1o 19 oczobre 1992 quand |7 pereonnes [orent neées ef |50 Messdes i Sarmieve oo encore le 18 mars 1993 8
I sulte de Ji desiraction par ded Scrbes de cing mosqelées & Bijeljina dont 'une plaede wous |3 proteciion de
PUMLES.C.0. Milken Pesle, opoirp 25,
= L RTS passera winyd soms silencr exode forod des Crones du village de Hetkoved en Volvodine & 1'ég 1992 ;
apieane] clle y o o reportage le 20 siin, persenne pami leg perseaned nferelewdos oo 8°ngeidies du w
rererve mux Crootes. Voir Rade Velianoveki, « Lo povdresiod? ot mddios audfovinaty v, in Racdbograpiie d un
natipeaiisane ; fos ruckres serbey dy oonflit yougesiove, sous lo diretfion de Kebgjss Popov, Les Editons de
1"Aaclicr, Paris, 1998, psf'r'IE. Sur oot éplsode voir mess Milica Pese, ﬁp.m'pzﬁ
Alttre éxomple, lors ¢ o prise de b ville de Zvornik, en Basmle, par les suppléily sorbes, Tes médis serhes
annoncersnf b o hdrafon = de 1o vilbe sans dine wn oo sier les quelque mille codavies ui jonehaient les mes,
Les elevisions occideniales Staiénd interdites dong b rone penctim plug de trola mois par les paremilitnires. ..
Florence Harmona, vpeit. pp. 265 21 27).
O pewt sussi relaeer | fodt divers survenu le 3 seplembre: [987 au Kosovo, qul allsir faine "objet d'ine
inatrumentafization polifique ami-albainise des Tl per b presse serbe, Ce jour-da one feune recre albonpine
whiall son arme aur gee eamarmndes do chambrée, (eanl dous mousnimons, un Croate of up Serbe, Molmd toole
dvidenee, o erime Iy qualifié de politgue por les miding serhes, gui bl pecondencnd une Iréa lange publicis.
Fofiti bl consasrent poy exvmple quatre paaes, dont une couveriures, bes joam qui sibvirent .
43 o pent dang cet espril citer |es ofTorls de propusginds, loerds de memsees, mis en place pore médias injomasds
pour dissuader bes Maulibnins de quitter 1 Fédérathon Y ougasiaye :
~ @t iy frire thir Sloveniony aard Croaty want fo secede. Bur by my aied Mudimy doa's hove anv infercsd i
epvenvion from Fupeshovra, Ar regards Mudios o Eege port of thew are el Sddcininate S we
iteverifeleny annsey Mot s Mustios vt o gono tolderont, civiticeed iod Foonled sy, cied, e wed g
avighbaurty relatiuns with Serb amd ether geaples o Yiguslovia, Theye doa’t wont fFrgmeniritior of
Fugesdvte, for there are deep puots, blood tec...", Shobodin Milosevie in NN, 12 April 1991,
o bt cngrevaiemt sheited he rovchee with Serby il they e prady i ol o agresment. Noowar showfd fe
yeapedd itk Seetr 1¥ iy beawtifal b colubitaie with thea, anel fetfal fo woge wors with them. e shall mat be at
e il Foda, and Gurds are anveved (o Horsegoving, av they histarienlly and geographically boig
pherer”, Biljona Phvaie In fteryi, 21 Sepiember 19911
—~War in BAH ix avoidable, for Mislims don't feel ko waging & war. Mushing b Bosnia are the majoriny
s, Bl ey it il 1836 of pervitery, etavly alfong Hver Sovera, mnd perbap there ey shard a
chiree of fapming thelr indopeades Djomurdiirin. Mot Muslives ore swot ageeinsd conlurfrirations witlh Serha™,
\u'qjl;hvaéddj Im WA, 21 Janiary 1992,
» Y wauld e ur io claree Eaern Bomba, i 4 don't mean gifimicatly cloanr Internptiomal commurily li
alciired nefng that devm for o meivrad pletamaers, amd soreover el i wee i, Even @M
7 af the territory, there chell be o peoce e T sl var thee raanhe [t mod dmteffonesd dpveurdy them. But i)
et fip e it peace § e give tes samneiing, Jet them negeanise their fife, hocouss than tay wauld ot keep
dlisturbfong e Thix s fiow [ pareaive those 30%, Biljans Plavgié in Svo, & Seplember, 1993, Novi S
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s'odapter aux carnctéristiques de chaque public aussi souvent qu'il est nécessaire, L efficacite
e toute propagande nécessite donc un suivi precis, une instrumentalisation qui la nourrisse
continuellement en nouvelles informations, « preuves s, révélations, formules choe, et qui ln

fasse rebondir 4 1" occasion d'un dvénement considérd comme manguant,

u #t |*Hi

25, Pourdtre pleinement efficace, I propagande doit par ailleurs 8" appuyer sur el partic &'un
support ou d'un lerreay qui existakent ontériourement ; le phis souvent elle reeourd & la
mythologie ou exploite les sentiments conscients ¢t inconseients (haines, préjugdés hiswriques)
présents dans la psyché des peuples — & "imoge de la propagande nazie qui utifiss ovee |o
sucels que |'on sail co procddé pour exacerher les anlagonismes entre Croates et Serbes. .. La
propagande carcsse toujours dons lo sens du poil les idées prfcongues, les prijugds of les a
prior — ¢lle est d"autant plus elliciente qu'elle conforie les masses dans leurs croyances o les

rassure quant 4 leurs opinians®®,

Biitir un consensus national

= "hfuslions re gty apoit moterial who comored fo fdain. And sereralion afier pemerution thase genes
e comcbinsed. Ty bewame woirse, aned ey ety ard expreess the Muxlim wey of Wenklng e condbiet, T
fatrer i emboddod fn thelr gones”, Biljme PlovEe o Svet, & September, 1993, Movi Sad).

"W e wpviet by o Rieng misnber of mived marriiger between Serha amd dfunfimy, for it anllr o evehiangs
af goves hesween ethmie gran, e anbeegieonly lewd to degemermeioe of Seeb nonadite”, Hiljana 1"imié in
Chlohodienje, May 1994, Sarajeve. .

3 pinst en va-tit des erlmes Impuids mix Croates durant ta Secomde fuerre mondiale. comme ['iksteent e
pxpTeples sunants - .

< o Ot 6 e vt ffrannne. distonouraids sl medeneseetic aotimes i geecide, 1w ottt in Hhe
W fn Croatie (the thar Dnfepenident Sl af Croafa) by tad opoinat Serbs, Sews coud Ramery, Moo
o peswreeet the itled in dasomavae, Starn Saimiste, Sadove and other concontration and detetien s,
At oy o amiaf! good will genmre in roeded e prov e, g Hirat e crerenl ncaly of Crouo dia'’y
aceapt the ideology of genocids. Dr. Stojan Adssevic, in Palitiba, 5 March 1960, )
Zow o Al of Ut Movemens, tx pe-barn, Tirix must plne cancecn of ol Yigoulavs, rogarili af their
waritlity, religion, ged puliilen codvistiony. Crdat must by pocermied 1), and e anly Seehs i thurt
reaublic. fupear af 194 i not passibie. et e bl oy e agmin et e dlon't want vegeansa o obiivion,
althanph e hiove been trying fo, fargive oripes for decnder. Anal sons of thane wh e committed e crimer
el b coresrmed whont the comscguences g e cureen ercalaton if tie Grouter Crootia .u-bng. arred yreaterhiyy
Mo, T, charbumatic leider of the 1CD, who iv emieing in the pelitical urenu of Croutis in Yugosievie.
Crimes wiieh belomg to e satianaltst Bty oo be fraced hack fo pecent s, hemce Hitey cammer fe il
forgotten o, Dar Shobotka-Peles, Politita, 22 May 1990,
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26, Une autre fonction ou carctéristique de la propagande est de chercher & développer un
sentiment d"unanimité au sein de la population, en escomptant que les opinions individuelles
8¢ confarment 4 |"opinion publiquement professée, C'est notamment au travers de médias ou
autres manifestations et défilés que la propogande tente demporter assentiment géndral,
Pour parvenir & ce conformisme de |a pensée, il est fréquent de voir monirés en exemple des
intellectuels, des sportifs ou des vedettes ; de par le prestige dont ils peuvent joulr, leur
adhésion 4 ¢¢ qui est présenté eomme "opinion générale {ou cause commune) peut se traduire
par un effet d'entrainement ou de contagion®, C'est dgalement via les médias ot spectacies de
miasse gu'elle peut parvenir i susciter la peur ou "exaliation chez les individus. Le but pffiché

st bien sir jei d'oceuper le terraln, de muoltiplier les démonstmtions de foree, de montrer sa

T Ce procidy sern prrticilitrement ublisd au momen] de ln guere en Croathe par fa Talvvisions Serbe, celieci
cherclamt 3 forger um eaprit & onie nasionald of & sHoader Veagngement de volintaies poar y oxdobattre. Poet
celn, elle premdra souvent en ecémple des o Balivides modiles s, qu'elle Enerviewern dom fe desseln
d*influcncer J¢ compornement ctiow ln Fagon de perser da ln masse des wlispecetenrs, On clierm ic deox
exgmples pris-aus mament do e de Vikover.
L2 premier med en sodne an Parleomentaine Serbe apunt troqué ses bables eivils pour 'uniforss o syant ok de
seTvir son poys sur b froat phundt que sur lea banes de | Assemblie, . : .
= Meowa editer = "Amois the volunteérs and rescrve soldiers goling off 1o fight the war le Croslia, aary
e aisn mentbers of the Serbian Parliamiont. So far mors than msnny Serbion pembers of Parlioment
hive dovend sutlirey amormy, Doty merciinry of Wesiven Srear we fao fTed Sorbior mesiber of
Porliament Draposioe Aloksfe™
Brageslay Aleksle @ "t o patrlatic dunr o thar b wdi £ hiere b fight iepether with the Yagoday
Puaple's Aemiy, bo felu for the Seeby whe (o omtcide Serbia, and to prevent ooy encory fnouryions g
the territory of the Repubiic of Serbia, which fhay regrefioily heéen bapperiig reconily. Bur with our
mititery coanpatgns and owe iy, vwhich iy eougial, Serh unity, J§ Selivee we cur aecamplish oty
M.‘II
= Beporer s " Where ff mrore oot [ Parlimet or bere fr e o 2
DA 2 the Parliament ™
- ¢ Wiy T
= DA " Becanse frere e are e dnited, tore, §am xod fa say, the sivtion oy comprenely differen”
Lo dewsbémy exemple montry, chose mbobiteells, we iaview d'une joune fomme en wniforme expligusm les
l:u:rru et Pont povaste & s"enpager aupnis des forces combalianes serbes |
Reqoner ;& This I rethor rifsess, o Juunsy winman geding b the wer, i of or i 0 aef, il ok o ik
abowl ther ¥ »
= Young woman ; 7 don't tink i iy, e meed fo auneee the call o arms, §am a mother of dio small
chiifedrem ™
Reporier 1 “Hhere are pou from # 7
Young woman | " am from Pt
Reporier 1 “How ald are pow #
Yiotng woumdan ; "Thiyfy fwes "
Reporter @ "W pads you deetde fo o ¥
?wn'wmm:::ﬂ;rﬁ;:;m turlvimipe, | s wliser's gofng on carrad e aa ﬁl‘!lfp. i 'r wordh
:ﬁ'dﬂ;q'm}l i ﬁ & J#ﬂﬂr"
Poiir cen deun mimplen, woir fmager and Weords of Hare ¢ Fukevar (991, produit par Lezar Lolie, ARNITEL,
The Right o Pictwres qond Fords againgt Censarahp and Abus of Medio, 1995,
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prédminence sur |*sdversaire. Une telle logique eonduit naturellement 3 dénoncer comme
ctant des traffres ceux qui metlent en doute ou s'dlévent contro ectle propagande ou cause
COTRITInE,

Les mddizs ont sinsi ey, sous le rigime Milosevie, cette fonction de dénoneistion® et de
frapper dostracisme ceux qui, & un moment ou & un-gufre, onl pu guestionner publiquement
ol 5" dlever contre ['ultranationalisme ambiant, A c¢ titre les médins indépendants, les seuls 4
s'ouvtic 4 V'opposition, sesont les premiers visés par les accusations de trahison et ce
porticuliéeement en temps de compagne électorale. Le 5 décembre 1992, le journalisto-
commentateur Stefan Griboe, Mun des principaus porte-voix de la propogande notionaliste 4
In Télévisipn de Belgrade, déclarait par exemple: « So-called Independont journalivts
collabarate with foreign forces and continually betray their fatherland The media where
these people work are actually among those who want civil war in Serbio and want war
inKosave ... Le lendomnin, un “eapent” en religion, le De Milan levtie, affirmail @ " there i
anybady to he blamed for war in Basnia, it s the so-called independent newspapers BORBA
and VREME fiom Belgrade. By campaigning for peace they actually prevented Serbs to be
properly prepared for fighting with Muslims. So they are responsible for so meny dead

8 Ly crwore mdie o ultranafionalisics. — quiila solent responsables politigues, dignituires orthodoxes,
intellectuels, ete, - ont fanctionié main dais b makn pour fairc passer e messape et favoriser |'homogdnaisation
d:luwm#sm:e.mﬂwhaqﬂmmmnﬁdhﬂ:iml-ﬂmﬂhﬂulmuimuwlimd:!uﬁs&rmm.Lu
exiraits de pregse cl-destaus on sont un hon exemple -

-t Al thoee whene the Serh bload ix lot and Serb m:ﬁﬂ,minmwﬂedwfmmu thase whe Hink

crwiise, i on Nre stde o onr encorge o, Prétng Wikinor, Baeba, 3 ovnl 1991,

ﬂ'}n Sk, thank Cod 'n'enrdmﬂrfdgwmt altbergh wee shagde e ien pre coitence of e poole meer
e dlefendod. . thas2 ageinss their cwn people, are fraftors”™, Liubowis Tadic, Duga, 5-29 jullicr 1991, x

=l st fin e thot of Py momcnd of v, Balgrade 1 wafrtamely & veritable [i-cofumsli'cly, it i fult
o rognes, ceiwerpily, finlve parcificts, hockers af the orler abde, fat Sevchin el aliileler the fnroen of dival
Wmfﬂmﬁrﬂ'ﬂ". Moma Kapos, Sarka, 7-8 mars e,

- " Perhaps Vikover neeid noy be repaired, bul rather igfl as a warraing fo our affpring... (e did sot ied ik
werrring t tve shiape of Jeenovar, they might be wiser, Al Seck freiftary et B Jod Wreie peeple o the brink
af survivel, sl B hrgingh hove ded frivd o the seem, nder the-shadow qf these ralis, befors the gheaats of
. butchared children™, Stilan Stanii, "Dilar shonld be harged”, Pogledl, 27 mars -10 aveil 1992,

_ iy wre speskig bt inbumived Serh seaitors during the Otiomerr chslrrement, Bm we plosy frer o
inourfent fRet they our miders fraifuree are s mre dtngerons, gl Jobharl e dranifors @i e lixfernr
st theelr froasmt iniprifs the very belnp af Serb peapin, Métmopolite of Monfeiegn and Coasml Area,
meflolije Radovic, Sarha, 28-29 mars 1992



.

Serby “* Des procédés anslogues seront utilisés contre les composantes de ba socétd civile ot
I"opposition polilique, opposées A la guere en Besnie. Ainsi, le 3 avril 1993, commentant sur
lo RTS une manifeststion pacifique organisée & Belgrade le jour méme par le Mouvement
Civique contre la Guerre, Stefan Grubose dénongait comme anti-Serbes les manifistants ;
# Belgrade intellectuals and so-called anti-war activists are under the protection of
ltzebegovic, They have not Serbs from Bosnin in their heorts but Muslims and foreign
ageneie s mowey o, Couramment taxds de traitres b la Serbie ot d espions 4 la solde de la CLA,
les: membrees de 'opposition seront eontumicrs dsitaques mendes par Ie Féldvivion de
Belgrade, comme le 26 septembire 1992 lorsqu'un commentatew déelaralt 4 leur propos
o They are just so-called opposition, they vant fo sell our brothers Serbs In Croatio and

Besnia, they wanm pover just to help onr enemies o destray Serbia and Serbs »,

Pricis de propagande serbo-yougoshave

20 Powr que ees différeots principes de buse puissent jower '3 plein, condilion d'une
propagande réussie, 1| estnécessalre de combatire et 'empécher ["expression d'informations
ou d'idées altematives - ou & toul le moins (bire en sorle qu'elles restent confinées & un cercle
Etroit, qu'elles ne franchissent pas lo scoil des médins de masse. Le nigime de Slobodan
Milosevic 8"y cat, comme d'autres, employd; en s assurant un conmdle total sur les médiag
propriétés de I'Etat ou &instimtions publigues : en restrelgnant la fibertd de la presse
indépendante, en empéchamt celle-ci, par tous les moyens, d'informer les oiloyens; en
exergant une pression constante sur los journalistes pour qu'ils respectent certaines limites 4
ne pas franchir, pour qu'ils acceptent d'appuyer le programme et les idées du pouvoir, pour

gu'ils se soumneticnt & la discipline,

48 ©fifica Pesic, op.oft. p.2d.



Milosevic a en effet trés 13t réalisé tout I'intérét qu'il y avait & contriler et & utiliser et le Parti
et les médins pour conquéric et conserver le pouvoir. Il va s’y emplover en renouvelant les
cadres du Parti avee ses propres troupes et va personnellemant veiller 4 ce que soient placés &
la t&te des médias publics ses plus fidéles™ alliés ay sein du Parti — traditionnellement lex
directeurs des chaines de radio et de télévision, & I'instar du reste du directeur du groupe de
presse Politiko, daient en effet membres du Comité central du Parti. Milosevie va s'appuyer
sur le magarine Dwge®, mais surout sur los quotidiens Polittka et Polliika Ekspres —
respectivement dirigés par Zivorad Minavic et Slobodan Jovanovie®, proches allids politiques
de Milosevie instailés & lewr poste de rédactéur en chef par la Ligue des Communistes de
Serbie en 1986 — pour liminer toute opposition 3 se4 positions nationalistes sur le Kosove au
sein du Comité central de lo Ligue des Commumistes de Serbie, en septembre 198752, La gl
session de o Ligue des Communistes de Serbic, qui volt peu apeds In victoire définitive de
Milosevie sur ses adversaires, sem pour ee deenier |'oceasion rocenser les joumnalistes &
renvoyer pour ne I"avoir pas soutenu en cetle occesion. [van Stojanavic, dirccleur général du
groupe Polifika est alors remplacé 4 ce poste en novembre par Zivorad Minovic ; ce méme
Zivorad Minovic entreprend alors une reprise en main des publications du groupe — o
rédsction de Svet est refondue, les publications pour la jeunesse, NOW, Miadost et Sident
sont supprimées.... 1 Mirko Djekie, rédacteur en chef de Nin (publication du groupe Politika),

dont Milosevie avait soubaité 1a réorganisation éditoriale quelques mois auparavans®, subit le

30 ainsi que bo conffrme Borisax Jovie, Tn fidélitd d'une personna & son dgand ¢usil e premier crilére dans 1e
chnix de ses collnhoraizurs par Milosevie : o The b faenr fir fim sar wham he trasted, mis whem the peuple
st I did nor miier {f the persc was copabie and homest, dilipens ad artive, i was fmgartan o be fopal
i bl o, 1o Book pr Mifovevie, op.clt, p 3L )

51 Critiqud dis E985 par I ls Ligue communiste de Serble, Duga adopte oo moavelld pafitique rédactionnellz
nntianndiste & 1o suite de ['éviction do son rdscteur en chef au printemps 987,

51 e mbme Slobodan Jovanovic qui imansformenn quelques anndes plus tand Tn respectde apence de prease
Tianfogr en npente su iervice exelosil do Milosevic.

Hvuhrnmyﬂﬂk 41,
ﬁgﬁdﬂnrfirﬂhﬁqfﬂ,fﬂmﬂﬂmrﬂmwhfmﬂmmﬂnhmﬁmﬂwmtbgﬁmmwmﬂr@;‘;
cdtierial afffce I wider pense, We are talbing aivo kot a sew editer af Nin. Repordies of the decision we
pageh, e will mar sl probiess o Min wless @ serfout recamitruetion af the nhale editorial offive fokes
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méme sort; idem pour Mihailo Eric, rédacteur en chef des nouvelles & la Télévision de
Belgrade (RTE)... Les provinces autonomes soni elles nussi touchées quelques temps plus
tard par ces purges opérées au sein des médias. En Volvodine, aprés la « Révolution des
yaourts ¥, es principaus joumalistes de la Radio-Téldvivion Novi Sud o du quotidien Drevitk
sont remplacés. Au Kosovo, le pouvernement serbe reprond les médias en main dis 1"t
1990 : lo rédocteur en chel de Radio-Télévislon Prictime est remplacd et guelgue 1300
persannes sont deartées le 5 juillet ; le journal Rilindfa, seul joumal en langue albanmise, est
fermé, entrafnant la mise & pied de 200 journalistes ; sont également forméss six stations
locales en langue albanaise, ele. La mainmise du régime Milosevic sur les médias
audiovisuels, entreprise dis |986-1987, est compléte 4 I'éé 1991, Au lendemain d'une
marche de |*opposition organisée & Belgrade le @ mars 1991 pour prolester natimment cantre
le contrile du Parti de Milosevic sur la Télévision, celui-ci foit passer ane nouvelle Loi
unifiant la radio et 1élévision sur tout le territoire de la république : les centres de Novi Sad,
Pristina et de Belgrade n'allaient plus dés lors former qu'un seul et méme réseau plus facile i
contrdler. La nouvelle Loi sur la Radio et la Télévision en Serbie transferait les actifs de la
RTS & I'Eat, qui en devenait propriétaire, et de fait au Parti de Milozevic... Toute la direclion

de la radio et de la iélévision était remplacés et de nouvelles nominations éaient décidées.

2%, Les médias ont &td utilisés comme armes de guerre, tantét pour la réalisation d’cbjectifs

politiques — par exemple lmcer et défendre e théme d'un Etat pour tous les Serbes- tantdt

P

w, dfclaration fokie le 18 Sbvrier 1987 Joms d'un giecting du Comitt Miumicipnl de & Ligue des
Comimaniates,
84 [in gadl Dobrosay Bieleis, oncien Secrdtaire exdoatil du Comité central de o Ligae des Communisies de
Serhie, esi nomme directeur einéml | Kste Blelic, un iemps chargé de la propagaede guerrides pour la
Jetpublique Serbs de Krajina, est nommé rddactent on chef des programmas f'information. ..,
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POur exdeuter des buts siradpiques - comme lo conguéte de territoires par o fores®, |a
protique de I'épuration ethnique ou encore ln destruction de cibles présentées comme
symboliques et prioritaires... Pour parvenir & ses fins, le régime Milosevie va done tout faire
pour s'assurer le conréle de lo téiévision, de la radio et de la presse dorite : cotte main mise
sur les plus grands conaux de diffision de nouvelles va s'accompagner d'une méthode
combinant propagandse, informations partielles (et partinles), fausses nouvelles, manipulation,
absence de couverture de certains faits, ete. Tout cot arsenal ve détre mobilisé pour servir &
justifier le eréation d'un Etat pour tous les Serbes™ - of par conséquont 4 fégitimer  une
politique ethnlque, présentée comme un combot pour ln libertd, une mesure pour protéger la
teree natale du peuple Serbe — et finalement, pour renforcer le pouvoir et la position du
regime Milosevic,

Milosevic a alnsi pacfois hd-m@me profind les menaces les plus claires & Uencontre de coux
qui s’opposeraient & I'unité serbe. Le 16 mars 1991, dans son adresse aux responsables des
conseils commumaux de Serbie, 1 déclorail par exemple @ « Nows devons assirer mofre unid
et Serbiv sl ous désirans, or nofre gualid de plus grande ¢ plus peaplle des répubdigues,
dicter la suite uitérieure des événements, Ce sont fes questions des fromires, les quesiions de

I'Etat. Er e sont toujours les puissanis, ef jomals les faibles, qui dictent les frontiéres. Il est

“ Alors que la geeme débate er Stovdnic ¢ que les aflrontements se multipent en Croarie eaire forces crotes
et auronominten serbes, bouge In propagants du régime de Belpmile 8'cnploless 4 préparer son opinken publique 3
o nidessie de protéger les Serbes vivent hars de Serbie of dane 4 le geerre avee lo Croatie, Inferviewd 4 la
Télcvision Sertie, Wuajislay Sesclj, leader du Pari Rodical Serbe, déulare © o ok 't think the force shonld be wed
e prevens Stoventa fFrom seeedlng fronr Yugorfovin Their leaving w i fev menitwerl” cefvaniane. As for Cremi,
hivgs wre o bir diffeent, Wi cun'r hove the favme attiide tewerels Crostieny and Sloveres, The Cruatime o o
wrwell, fuf withaur Serbiun tareitarics, Since whe ferderal governmont procticully shes auf ecivi, the Sorfian
onit shonded dssume its anthoelfy o the enifre territary ar wht fas remeied of Vugoslavia. The miilen
Biiggh cermand fuy fo aveept i1, otherwize the armic will fall gpart Thee Serbicm army ety fe formed wishin 48
Wy, wince the majorio of Serkimm afffeors would fein it Withdreval of froops and ames siwrrld e ederet i
e Karfobag-Opiiin-Karinwee- Fimvites o, thes gogutlag Croatle s, Cet tnujuuu} In tElévizion gque les
figures di prove du réghe maootenl quels o os abizcifs 4 ateindre — & J'i_ml.n.r d m_fh’dhﬂﬂu Mekovic,
acatiémicien Vice-Préident du partl nu pouvolr lorsqu'il déclure dans un gnireien 18iévisd | w Jf fie i wid
mgrui'a.m'.r.ErurIheE.rm.l‘imMﬂ{mmmﬂrmwmimmndﬂwﬂummﬁmﬂfﬂ.
Stavonifa, Wesern Srew . dnd Reconje By estoblishing o mo ethnie horder wond the !wﬁmﬂ of the
Viigpuslers Army 1o this aow border nf Yagoavlowi, we will prevont furthver profosgation ol thix war » Yair
« Images and Words of Hove : Yenr Two ., Fowdation far Righi fo Pichires and Words, Lnzar Lalle, B 92-
ARMITEL, 1997,
57 Voiir amast les cxomples paragraphe 15.
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donc fandamental que nous soyons puissants. Ef pour éive puissani, I faut que pous sopomns
unis sur ees inlérits netionane quic sont les ndtres (,.) Jal ordonné hier encore la
mobilization d contingent de réserve de la mitice et, aussi, la mobilisation ef la formation de
nouvelles foreey de milice; le gowversement a regu les instructions pour préparer des
Jormations appreprides qui dssureraient natre séeurird en toutes circonstances, ¢'est-d-dire
gt nows rendraient capables de dédfendre lex Intéréts de mofre république, mats aussi, ma foi
les intdréts du peuple serhe hors de Serbie (...) J'al & on confact avee lex nétrex de Enin, de
Bosnie, les pressions sont énarmes (...) ['expére qu'ily ne seromt pas Idiets au point de se
frattre contre nous, Car 5 nows ne savons pas biem travailler gt gérer [‘économie, au moins
nous sauvons bien nows battre w3, DVune fogon pénérale les médias vont 8me wilisés pour

dissuader™ les non serbes de restor sur les territoires considénds comme historiquement serbes

- quitte pour cela & utiliser la force™ pour purifier ceux-o®,

20, Certalns mots-clefs vont ére utilisés de fagon rdcurrents pour provoguer, parmi les
citovens serbes; une réaction de défense o de soutien au projer gouvernemental o' Elst pour
tous les Serbes. On peut citer par exemple les termes de « fastistes oustachis v et de
o ecoupeurs de poepes » pour stigmatiser les Cromtes ou de o pustochis islamistes » et de
o combattants du djthad » pour dégrice péjorativement les musulmans bosniagques®... Le

recours systématique i de tels mot-clefs, dont la terminologie a dété imposée aux médias par le

A pN, 12 avrll 1991, ppan-3),

50 We 't meed Grewrer Serbi, bur avly Foalisie borders within which enty Serbs shall ive and epege

sielfrulen, Or, Joven ReSkovic in Cadsle Paliitka, 15 Moy 1991

B i et sie eongurer in ours, e conguir ol wht G ores, W wants fo ol e G GOE, who does mot: o bulled

i fie sk v, Gengral Andrija Biortevic, Commander of Corps of the Yugosiay Amy, NIV, 21 Augusti 992,

Bl g f wodid fide ur o complotely cleanse Eactern Bownla froty Miailris. | tm not sefirring fa athnic-eleansing.

Bt gy fuswe s leemed pefocatieely o nanel phessncnan, ot gratifend i ax @ veoe orimg o, Biljane PlovBic,

ot Movt Sad, & Seplember 1943, ) )

8 Premple type de ce procéde, Je reportage towrmé 3 Branoe on Hesnic-leradgovine {(diffasé bz 31 juilict 1993
la RTS) o, welon les iormes cmployes por le jousmaliste, 114 serbes avaichl 12 nsssacrds @ 8u pom

d Akl ..



régime Milosevie, a sans aucun doute provoqué et entretenu des comportements de haine

crvers les communnutés non serbes,

Utiliser | ' f erti

30. Comme nous tenterons de le montrer plus foin, I'instrumentalisation des médias pour des
desseins nationalistes o ¢té ponsée comme un flément & part entidre d'une cempagne militaire,
em e sens on peot vralment parler de o médias de guerre v, En crdant des mensenges, en
inventant des différences ¢ en exogérant des oppositions entre communautés, Wlévision, mdic
et presse Ecrite ont joud un jeu dangereux, Un wsaope systématique de fiusses informations,
d'informations partiales, de non couverture de certhing dvénements a permis d'inspirer, de
provoguer o haine et la peur parmi les commumautés. Les méding ont prépard
msychologiquement le termuin pour In montée des haines nationelistes et sont devenus une
arme quand la guerre o delate,

31. On peut illustrer ceci par quelques exemples sur lesquels nous reviendrons plus-en détail
plus loin. D'une part des fails historiques ont &¢ mystifids pour servir des objectifs
naticnalistes e1 pour faire en sore que le peuple Serbe sente el exprime un désir de revanche
envers les ennemis désignés, les Croaies et les Muselmans - que |'on présente comme le
Diable. Dans un comexte d'cuphoric patriotique, les médias contrdlés par le rdgime ont
' mutre part largement diffusé le mensonge selon lequel 'opposition politique el les médins
indépendants seraient responsables de tous les moux affectant la Serbie. Enfin, sous la
pression des autorités politiques, les médias ont di tenté de convainere les citoyens Serbes
qu'ils éaicnt les victimes d"un complot intemnational visant & les éliminer of & faire disparaiire

la Serbie de la surface do globe.,, La consmuction de fels stéréatypea haineux par les médias,



et en particulice par ls télévision nationale®”, & sans conteste jeté les fondements émotionnels
nécessaires & la conduite de In propagande guerriére,

83 | orivain PUlp Devid, reovoyd de 1o AT en 1993, auquel émil neprochd iotarume s participation 4 la
mise sz pied d'un syndical indépendant en son sein, résume bien, en Ui gu ehservoienr privighd, be rle
spéeifique de la Teldvizion Serbe | « Todoy it s elear (o everyone that withont the role played by televiston, that
wirr woufd perhaps ot even happoned, or ol feast 1 siould nof ave been ga boody, Television plaved the bey
role iri creutfag kata speech in other words preparing Ne wor gl Juter, in wor propoperde That role waos
expressed i ereating soreoipprs, For crample, one of the stereodypes wae the penacidol charadter of Croars,
smohar wer the sufeldal character of Musiive, ther tere ot the stereatipes of e exicence of o internaiomal
;mpﬁmmﬂmﬁrﬁh&:mwﬂﬂd!mhmﬂmw;ﬂﬂ%ﬁwﬂmwﬁmhm
service of foreign infelligence agencio, etz If you tried W do something. vrite or trnk purdde aof the
stareonpes, yor wauld be proclalmed o traitor”. In fmages and Wonds of Haie : Fikovar 1991, produit par
L azate Lallc, ARHITEL, The Right fo Picturey and Words apainst Censarship and Abusy of Media, 1995,

M



1L Des méding au service de la guerre

32. Le conflit de |'ex-Yougoslavie illustre le fait qu'il ne peut plus sujourdhui v avoir de
guerre sans mots d’ordre, sans slogans el done sans propagande et sans communication, En
Serbic particuliérement, "intrumentalisation des médias ay service d'objectifs ef d'intériis
nationalistes reléve d'un plas mirement téfléchi — lui-méme partiz d'unc - stratégie de
conguéte of daffirmation identitaine,

33, Aussi 'expression "guerre médiatique” prend elle iof tout son sans puisque qu'on a affaiee,
aomme dans toute siteation de guerre, 4 un contexte daffrontement et de conflit 1é A des buts
ot & dey objectifs politiques qui renvoient non sculement & des fins stimiégiques (congquides
territoriales, prises ou destructions de cibles privilégiées, nettoyage ethoique...) ot & des
moyens adéquats (tontrile des médins) mais qui requidrent également wme méthode, une
tactique pour "toucher" Vadversaire (propegende, désinformation, manipulation, mensonge,
ete. ).

34. La dimension temporelle de cette guerre médiatigue nous a conduit & distinguer trois types
d'actions & l'ocuvreB¥, Tout d'abord, les actions & long terme d'éducation, de conditionnement
des espeits el de modelage des mentalités — en un mot de contamination, qui corréspondent
prosso modo d la phase do développement du nationalisme serbe du début deg années 1980
jusqu'en juin 19919, Phase qui cst marquée par une tentative de récupération el de
manipulation de I'Histoire afin de mobiliser "opinion publique Serbe contre de nouveaux

dangers. Ces thémes sont portés par toute |s scéne intellectuclle et antistique serbe — que I'on

64 yale Farticle do Mnmdmd Mere Lacosie, "L guerre médforiyue’, in Dditase Notipmale, décembee 1987, pp.
1533,

85 Cartndis progranees sodiovisucls, oi b posd interpellalt désormals ouventement le présent, conlribuerat
ainst, contexte palitique aldan, & préciplier | Sveil du sentiment national serbe - & Uimage de 'émission « When
arll the ity v, difloste par Recho-Belgrade of Redio-Nov Sael en 1928, ou de |0 damatique « Bfemenne &
Gattipeli v, dilfizsbe i o dewidme programime de Redio-Befgrade be 11 ol 1991, ob soon contdes fea
veniunes =i mésmventures de Panmde geche dusmant la Premitoe gueess mondiale,
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considére le thédtre, la littdrature, ln peinture, ete. Ensuite, & partic do 1986-87, les actions 4
moyen lerme gui ont pris la forme de campagnes d'opinion destinées & propoger ceriains
thémes ou certaines idées allant dans |e sens d'objectifs bien définis. La rubrique « Echos e
réactions »* du quotidien Politika o eu fei un ride essenticl ou sens o elle a donné une
enveloppe « scientifique » au nutionalisme serbe — Ia qualité des contributeurs, seadémiciens,
docteurs, universitaires, magistroty, ete. lui conférant une autorité ou [Egitimité ceraine aux
yeux de I"opinion publique serbe®, Enfin, lides plus directernent au début des hostilités, des
actions inctiques conjoncturelles, indissocinbles des précédemes, telles que rumeurs ot

mensonges...

L'Histoire manipulée au profit d"objectifs nationalistes

35, Un climol de méfinnce puis de haine de 'muire, se nourrissant des peurs ancestrales et
jounant sur un nationolisme exacerbé, s'est progressivement exprimé dans chaque république 3
partir de la fin des snndées 1980, Si ln permdénbifitd des opmions publigues nux messnges
simplisics ¢t xénophobes véhiculés par les médias ne lnisse pas d'donner. celle-cl s'expligue
en it par Vexistence d'un lerresu exceptionnellement propiee. En elfel, limpact des messages
médintigues pourreait &tre compards auy effets d'une drogoe hallucinogéne sur des opinions
restées marquées par los dichirements de la guerre de 1940 ; éviénements dramatiques dont on
sait qu'ils ont éd totalement "refoulés” ot occuliés par un pouvair fédéral et par la volonté d'wn
hiomme, Tito, de crainte gue wut rappel, toute allusion & ces faits ne réveillent les pires
démons et ne conduisent i Péelatement de la Fédération...

e

5 Voair paragragihe 49,
& oy Mhistarienne Ofvers Mileavijevie, cete o parricipuion aottee de iline sstellectuelle 3 Polinka] o
¢ un sourblund o objectivid — propre au discours seientifique ef non poliigee. Cotte coution dex
inteflecmels n'a dovmd gue pho de polds & cotte propurendy, on compxerdiion @ dinesies, franspareni, ez
prapegendisiey. prement pofitiues, hicn gwe {o confeme dey oéefurationg oo une of dor e revind au
e o, Vobr son artlcle « Dy mawvair e o Uauferitd selentifgie o in Radiagraphie d'on netionglisme ; fey
pocings serbex du conflif yaugariave, sous b direction de Nebojim Popoy, Les Editions de P'Aselier, Parks, 1998,
3k




36. Ce sont finalement e maintien de ce tabou pendant des décennies of I'obsence dune
salutaire entreprise d'exorcisation collective au sortir de ln guerre - par un véritable travail
historique public d'analyse des faits e des responsabilitds - qui ont sendu plus facile la
manipulation de Phistoire®® par les pantis politiques nationalistes confirmés ou arrivés au
pouvoir dans les ex-républiques Rdérées avec la tenve des Slections libres de 1990,

37. La structure méme du systéme médiatique fédéral mis en place sous Tito - carnciériss par
une forte décentralisation, pour garantir & chaque culture des plages d'expression, ef ob
chaque république avait développé son propre complexe médiatique®? - a favorisé a main

mise de ees partis nationalistes sur ce gqu'ils considéeaient désormais commue leurs midias._,,

La ililé des inell

38. En Serbie, la question nationale allait s¢ poser ouvertement dis be milieu des années 1980,
dons um eonlexte de stagnation deanomique et de erise socinle, Début 1986, sous 'infloence
du romancier et seadémicien serbe Dobnica Cosic, 1"Union dev Ecrivaing Serbes se

transformait en caisse de sésononce de la revendication identitaire serbe, en multipliant les

68 Vair & ce propos Gordnaa Lyric, "Refactures guerriéras de Phistoire yougoriove, in Le Monde Diplommtiqie,
septembre 1993, Lorticle démontre Fentreprise de démolition de |'histodre passée de ls Fédération, & (ravers
Jectore des mouvesuy mamuels seolaimes, Abnsd, ul...) Jes jeones Serbes appronnent dis 1*Gze de dix one que lours
“=gyrciinamnes ot Hé tgnorgs par s Consiotion croate, puds rédulls su rang dé minnci€ nationade e1 déchus
de lewrs droits, Qumt & << Eglise cothollgue of sex oroiy fanaiisér=>, ils <<ans erfropris de [uftor confre
I'Egtive arthoivze et levr Sevbes>>, Puis Fermemi extéricur entre onosedne @ <<4 coure o parl priz e la
communaite eneopdonae, o avail fou o Pdllemoagme, puivgn‘elle oo e e membre e plus it af fe plos
wpreself] fo futie n's pley cexed ). Powr la froisitee fiy ax X¥we siéele, | Allewagee of Pdifriche onf répdtd
fewr o Ddecigy el Qlatgrt @ o morele vers UEsS w), malfs cofie fois paliffgeoment of doanimijiems, ed
appurtand fewr sautie e forces sfcessiommizny des Répubiigues wagerfmvies>>, La Serble of e Monldrégro
e sonl nlom défendie en combettanl edde-d-otie pow ln Youposlavie Ce qui <<provegue o coldre of o
revanche dey ingrrglesrs du nowve! ordre mondial, qui déeidirent oo les provie== Das koo cours de
géngraphbe, les didves serbes de gualome ond apprémment non aculement (28 eoraceeristigues de 1o <=Rémbligie
s o Krffnus= of de lo <<Rdmehligue serbe de Bonne>>, mais on veut également gu'ils sachent imterpréter
1 dissolution de la Yougoalavie : o Clest pavidont fa guerre religionse do Craotle, gui cosmmenca en 190 of qui
diire enoore, i i erdee Sy Républlge serbe o Kranio {0, Voulend metre fin & lu jpverre nodionale ef
religicnse, Jes Nutions Uies ot pris fe dbetsion de mertee o Krafime sons la protection oe. fesrs forces
LTI W,

&% pour ne prendre que Foxemple de o iélévigion, W Redio Téldwinion Fougosiow (RTY) n'dall o fuit quun
nigean de coordination des E sentres de telivislon présents dany led JiMtrentes républiques, Clest n organisme
central bosé i Belemde, b JRT, qui éait chargd de s coordinafion des échonpes de progrumncs entre ces
cenlres.



appels et les manifestutions en faveur de fa signature d'une petition dénongant i le pénoeide o
dont serait victime Ta population serbe do Kosova,

39, Muis c'est la publication, guelques moss plus tard, & trvers une fuite organisée dong
Vecernfe Novosti70, de quélques exmaits d'un Mémorandum sur les questions sociales
werifeller dans nofre pms de Udcoddmic Seebe des Seicaces of des Aren, qui allait
virtoblemem metiee le fu aue poddres o pessr publiquement la question nkonale scrbe,
Dans e texie sbdigé par ssize académiciens, largement inspiré par Dobrica Cosic™, on
retrouvait exposécs - au travers de |'analyse de I crise du systeme (ideral gocialiste - toutes
les théses nationalistes qui nourriront les haines ethniques et provogueront la guerre Le

Meémorandum dénongail ainsi Ta discrimination - polifique, sociale, économique™ et culturedle.

T35 ¢ 26 septemibes | D66,

T Une place & part roviens & Dobricn Cosle en st qu”scadémicien o momancier - maky gussl en 50 gualie:
@ascien chan? do la propegande du Pl communizie de Serble, dars Fimeumentalisstion des frivslratiui el
iils 15 st dw nntonalme scrbes, Dés 1977, dain sen discours pronened lors e = ritepting & I'Acndémas
e 79 muies, il metiadt en exenpue Ji destin s freagigne s dis pouple sevie (rotaninssnl s Keatva) qul st o e
dorainaay Fe mueres moin gevady ety fex i o Par s prised de pasittnn anti-youposiaves epéides, par s
altapies pombreuses contre les pepulatioas non sithes, Dobrica Cosic 4 mnc responmbilie directs dans |2
mantde de la balne iner-ethmigue - jeiot méme de Phoile sue 1g fou fom dey puenes dde Croatie of de Bosnle-

Heredpoving

Le 20 juin 1089 1 déclarut dung wne bmterviow i Ta revise Dinns * o Dapuis fonpiengs, jo ne subs plon comuinu
gune Ie yougnatarisie sl un Jarérdr serhe o prinel, of emeoee ol qeie oo pongedaviae equiille i
ditperie @ o soekiTenne ¢ ble yougosluresmne et fel g il v e o o s, we oo ehoay
i véen oey ey powiles yooponlmies st dow eomreire o i peovoges de  lamtvongosiavisme. o de
Pumiizarbiome, Je me poiz ameans pelion pour i Kous Serber, soponn dovamegs pour I Fougosierie gue
i ‘it gguid artee peiple yugastavef.. f v

Alors g Lz goore delatafl on Cristie, il décraiv dons Mofirk, lo |3 seplembra 1991 ¢ Moo Etaf £
fresigforsid ¢n papr ok eurlear of ok foate | f parte o'y ok roanformde e gueree @ ler peuploy qoe au
sonidriany somme fratermels e e e et i i o Gl andoisier of PR it
sy POERUIE BT e i BT o peratTTiEeT oF dnsine i penple verte s Craintiy eherhe refinge of
i wme gsire dlfensive, elors gu imo erataine de miliers firkant en Serbie. Duns ce ferws di mol prolangé,
AOiLE SIS ST e arufernin ooy wielimes [ Aoy eur, el Uy g soaiancer ST GUireT, e imTe
de marvoie pouryusd ¢ cowiin () Uime Surope qirt v prisse comme e aouvelle Evmape s ermparte b
[Egptirdd o fn Serbie comune la viville Europe - elle scodple fy artnseoipe chauvin conim wane vibrin! poditique, le
azisine come wne démocrmire, lex vietiney effe fer gualffo oy bosrreme £ .

T e, i el o 52 démulalent des eombaty an Boanie-Heraipavine, il a*ndzessali alasd & ses pairs do
P Aadimie [ o mire mos el weeive 2l dldecation de fu Voggankavic mows @nme deir siicies e fiate de
rmmmmmmmndmmm;J-Swhxm:}pu.WﬂmmbHer:@memmmﬂ
jaar e restaiirsetian e {ieshisme ef de !'ixfum millonr, of ffrapds par e v ganocisle, ils kot frcds de
T M AT turrihlie ol ket conte far Craiia oo ine enisfuhniste of earire e el musmbinar ;e
mpmkﬂhmwm*hmmwdmmu:wm“m#m calvaire, &
gt & fevode & Nassiadoton, dur crimes wuf wou oot nflfipds, mouy répondans par dus crimes of
it s dheelreumare paifis st e ol e plus sty permanim . in Fraliviker, L juin 1992, p.7.

72 L epleitation éoouomigue dom seruient victimes 1o Scrbie ef by Serbea alflait par moenple mes 1810 dine
mmmmmﬂuﬂkmﬂm:
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= dont lg peuple serbe étail victime de lo pert des nutres républiques de fa Fédération™,
Coulition anti-serbe qui, par e biais de la Constitution de 1974, aurait relégué Ta Serbie of les
serbes dans une position inféreure : partant des intéefts propres au peuple serbe, les seize
ecadémiciens oppeladent done & la reconquéte des territolres perdus et & la reprise du contrile
serhe sur ks provinces autonomes du Kosove ot de ln Veiveding, Cet sppel lancé & ['unité des
serbes épurpillés aux quotre coins de la Fédération — qui seraient victimes au Kosovo, mais
aussi en Crootic et en Bosmic-Herzégovine, de « génocide culturel », & d"extermination » ou

o d°assimilation forcée » - exlgealt que les serbes pufssent dortnavant posséder el dinger

= o | demewred sutisfoctioer i e nome-af . oll workess of the Hemns Doy Pahicles “Prog” i Relovle, whe loc
their foks woheer dhafe gt b the pot-iee periad s (il comamied oo soageread e Maehar, widre the
"TAM” wos foupeled. Thi Serbia fad o be a bood: doney for drore wii are ot U sow. fr bod o give g
fex meschesy sty fie ol sabe of Inadarranlisonion of prerdy e Slovemia £ v, Engincer Sova Maksimayvic, in
Palitika, 15 Movombor 1582,
- i} have imever underitosd e roal gosl af the crazs-Berder rade, bt | finlly smdeesiood ity reawlis, Namoly b g
veryl sonad), undercrectoped hore enierged very steang commerciod compoetios, Wkl b flie guine off drosy-
hesrdar oy misied oo weally i offecting imparts froom Nely, Auniein, Cermarny, Froanes, Englud and
Switcerlond, the canntriey atlepedly " with Sloveri, of e expere of "hardor belt” comprising, fn
aeidition {0 Slovenln, Creatie. BAM, Sorbifa, and Macedonda, | hope tet IF Ix mol mocessary
expicair frot ok oy Secbin ood odfer federal anis of de SFRY o toogive oo powerin Stovemien
commsercicd sacidery for o kind of fvourirervice. it boar siresiing that munmermus whoeling and diening
ftifleer companiis have profifed o sueh rading o, Mam@ile Gatic, in Palinike, I3 Aprl 1989,
- | remember how o deceaved Kigh afffeial, ffom nnntivers pari of the cowiry, juntified the desistor t sroet @
LA plant in Muribor by thhar the focal availehitly of Wbl skilled woetfarce shall hoost develapent
af ali our regions !, [l Devie, in Palitii, 12 May 1989,
- W Infrumation Hurt Vofeeading and part of Saebia were te be inmmdvired ahring tha fnfarmbing proceore coroed
dizappaimtmens and conseracion of population of forge. Petple wers aod eoselons gf tar comsplracy, Thay
belived tror alf the aerfons were token for the benefir of socielism oy working peaple. Afler many jeors tre
el feree flmaily fearnt that miflitory oo eommenic cxpent plonmed b ol o dam on Domde (Dyerdap gparge)
i avider fo o purt of Serbia sod Vajvoding fram tie mep of tha werla 5. Dimitrdje Govedarion, in Podiitha, 27
Augut 1089
- & ¥ wéE FEE sreatired thar th extersasd bt of Vgt is 8 18 Sillios, Sepoywsend qf thr deh? i
.fn-wwmmmwmqnmm wgmmrmmmummmgw
drenk-chover af thed dfeby, o Selnmenie yolution wer e, eocl repuiblic shoulid rapay o pard of det: i those
popihlics which e i pecetved fargip cirreiy s e gramed feena s, Rubisa Diespotovie, b Pullris, 6
Movember 1580,
T (uome polsts ou priefs éssentels sont Eveloppds o5 Acsdémiclena [ le prenier o @ 4 In
tmﬁﬁmﬁnﬂiw serbe pestant E“pfrrnﬂnﬂwml et s retard quclle o
aeoummié par reppart mix ares Républiques of en pariculier fae i ls Croatie et & la Slavinke ; lescoond touche
& wla plove comatituticamelle de lu Serble, non difile o pleing de conflits [nticlesys n, qui empéche: m
& conpolidation patitipue o | ke tolsitme revole o génockd plrsigue, polingue, fvidigee of culiored de o
WMW.HKM:TNHﬂﬂﬁhnqwhnmh,ﬂmm%*hhﬁ:ﬂmhm
de libdration qu'elle o medes o o lo demnler dénouce |3 w alwereiminntion o o « o politigue d'assimilation
puffinde ef efficare » gl fmppe o le peuple worde e Croat w. Vodr & Mdwarondum fiif par w grotme
W erceddmiciens o {'Acudvinic Serbe den Setence o des Artr aur dey questions sociales svnelles di nolee pays,
Diewridme partic ; ba position e fi Seeblo o die panple sorde s, publié fn Le metdpuge sthaigue, Dot
i o ume fidolopie serbe, mmenbis, traduis of commonté par Mirko O, Mar Giidarn ef Neven
SJMFMMLIWL“LBHW.

b ]



lisrement |ewr propee Eiat, quitte pour ccla & riscoutir 4 la foroe et & remetive en cause |es
frontitres commumes aviee les auires républiques de lo Fédértion™,

40, Slobodan Milossvie réussit & obtenir gue le Comitd contral de e Ligue des eommunistes
de Serbie ne se prononce pas sur oo texte explosif — Il o'y aura aucune destitution ou
limogeage, 1l ne se prononcera pas tout de suile mi ne condamners personnellement le

Meémarandinn, Ceraing Indices™ laissent d"ablbeurs & peoser que Milosevie ¢ son entourige

™ Les achddmiiicay préeipent ninsd : o L'herblionnemt de fo pling iiedgeind msale e enlturelie o pouply
sl — pad mparte s qeelle dpbilyie oo proviee O se et — e gon deail Rsoni e of dédmocratique.
L aoquixition e éealitd e mn diveloppewen fnddpendany o pour Je peuple serbe un oo Wataplgue i
profnd. B mmine de cidqimae dar, o doe gendration coansadver, {e pouple wrbe exprsd deio roprives &
{edunrdemonr phaalyes, & Cestrfuln frede o o owversion reliplee e pinoetde endmel, &
endoetrinemnt fidologigee, & b ditvndorisation of a Uabedgotion de 46 propre: trodition faws we complenn de
culpaiilind impode, dibarmd mteflecnneliomenr e politiguera, i cinosd @ dos dprewvey rap duced poser ar
e doriczer des roced profonster dimy von Qi prchigee (L) S compris s s aveni don e femilfle dey
penples civitisés, fe peupln sevie daif aveir |occazion de se rerrouner ef de devenie an facteur Raesique, de
retrenruer [ comvclonce de sen Sre Bitardgne of g, o valr olalemend sey inideds foumarmiigine of
eraltsrriets, o Waharer e pragranm st o natimed widerme g (urpirers ler gdndratimns o sy el o de
demucint (. ) w, fbid pp 265266,
T3 &5 Bloboda Milwsevie n'a pos pris permnnellsment position ay monsent de e publicstion des extralis du
Mmooy dons Fecrraie Nevowry of qu'tl 2 réussh & dylter douto condampation par le Comitd contral do o
Ligue, it recoansitr publiquement quelques-anmées plus tond e yiimiog quavait | *Acdéone @ interverdr daom
ln polisique serhe : wEn o guf concerme [dcarlemie, fe ne vois sralued pas poungesd olfe o aeeall pes
" iugvice sur o polivieue on Serbie, Quel ear de peprle, el et Bt o mvonvde e peétenkan) sape gut airel
Fante die yon deadfmbe ? w (in Politiks, 32 décembre 1989, Cette complacied aver |'Académic esi ré<progue :
Jois de son maemblée gindrals te mnl 1980 cene demiere déciarers | @ Lo Serbie, prive 8 o fnne admirmble of o
it ol som pewpds, e priy ol provitions frevives, couragerees of hoandies ef @ mitd de In neenadle afrection
d Porti ef de U'Edd, sour o divection de providend Slobods Miinsevle, @ recoinyd S8 mEAETRmAE, san
cutetine diatlgus, son unifd of elle o deveise o wembey & parr dpale de notre commrruid. socialine,
SecdEranive of maltinatiroe. L Acurkfone o soremn of sowtien? anjoiva i cicare lee gfforts of be progremme of
fin maureetie divection serée v, Diclartion reproduie dony I'ddition da 36 nai 1989 de Palitits, gui il en fire
povr 1*osormsion ¢ o L dooddmie o soaica of somtten fe progromane de fd douvelle direction seris w,..
A partir de 1990 Milosevic &alera d°ailleuss nu grand jousr ses coniaots avee ks mitewrs du Mimorandim - pour
|es sopder wir son projel d'unifier foal le peuple serbe on ofin @'un el Eioe, Borsiav fovie macomle que
Milasevie recevm plusicirs. Bls Dabrica Cosic ou cours de Fliver 1990 (voie Ley demiees fourr o fo
Rémbiiyme socialive fidiranee de Forgmoliy, entradt dy joorand dtime, dd Polifila, 1995, Relgrude, p.030,)
En aviil 1992 Milasevie piocera Debrien Cosie, lo véritanle inspimteur du Mémoranuios, 3 i tie do (5 noovelie
{edinubon yougesiave .., )
En Jonvier 1992, M'ocaddmicien of dépotd du Partl sockaliste de Milotevie na Parlement sorhe, Antonmije
Easiove, déolamil s« P fundemental titng iy o “Memprasrim * fuid it impact-sane acogped T while o
i e mpatly engadrnd i s, . 114 fewrier 1992,
Emindin:{:llruwummwMMMﬁhwmw%WMTEIMmph
|07 forsque certslne académickens ouron: e malhour @exiger b démission de Milnsevic. Radas Smilfkavie,
dirigeant du Partl socinlisie of MgEle de Mir Markovie (Harimana, ep.oif, (319, I'époune de Miloseyvic, déclucm
slos 3 des membrer de PAcudioie ot par le deotr, en signant Lo plinies demandant fo démistion dy
prdelileny de fu Rémubligre der mivire oy eotio srunigre & fo pociifon de ceie fuogton duns b vie de-fo marion,
Lex Accuddaicions na puvoet o demder dars le Mdmarondum wne olvre ef rialafedsnt quelque shaee de
st ¢ fait oppasd s, I Politts, 13 juln 1992, p01, Le sofr indme de oot appel b Miloseric de 65 ncaddmiciens
i que catu-1h ne retine du poovois, Mikinflo Morkovic, seadémichen ef Vice-pritident die Pam de Milesevic,
dselarait lors d°ume Emisskon & la Téldvizion novmele 1 @ (- Raixig guestions abouf the paition o the Serky
ir Kasove, Croatia and Bosela, the Academy has advocated fir o bogining of the battle which has frrousint e 1o
the siwarion we e I foday, From the way these questions hive been ratved i was obvions e had o fight for
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pourTaient ne pas St dtrangers 3 lo foite dans Peeernie Nevestd @ le fit que 1o prostigienss
Aeidimic Serbe oborde les relations entre Jes partenaines yougoslaves ot pose la question do
14 pasition de lu Serbie dans Pensemble yougoslave allait légitimer Mémergence sur place
publique v sur la seboe politique d'un progeamme tationaliste snti-vougoslave. L'architecte
Bopdan Bogdenovie, qui quitls 1"Académic Serbo en 1981, confinme ainsi que. sslon lui, ln
publication du document traduissit ln eonnivence cotre cerlsing cewcle politfques ot
intellectuels beleradois of que le Meénoremdion comitilunil un encouragement, wne cawtion
scientifique au nationalisme Serbe: « Sieh o document cowldn 't have come our withant
collaboration benieen the acodemicians-notional feaders ard sonee Party's members, No
Stombolic for sure () In Belgrade it wor waleomed ax o sard for o roce ; <<our
imtalleetualy are selfing ws to go forvard==_ To what ' To Greater Seebia, af conrve. Ta s,
fa fulfiinment afour geeaf fraditicnal ideals, el o™,

Milosevie ullail plus tard reprendre ce programeme & son comple, qu'il utilisera pour arriver au
pouvair avanl de commencer 4 "appliquer vértodlement, avee le coneonrs direct de cenaing
peadémiclens™, une fols &lu 4 lo Présidence de la Serbiz, Or dans sa conqudte du pouyoir
comme dans |'instramentalisation qu'il fafl de |"Histolre &t de 1n mythologic serbes, les

médins alloient s¢ révéler zes plus précicux auxilinines,

o it o e Sevde o anevive fn these ot dod we bed o e eue husrn solidrigy, fae geriog i
canflic! with greef powvers s the New Warld Order, S0 t's Awsrensd dival soma mewhers af o people who lud
st wp i e s qf e ivale mertion, third hue i complete conmerivan with very e eecpi, e blesne
nifers fair thie comoguencas af this politics, Te whcide fing 0 s, i oo be ccoped by grogastic reawss,
dy e v v parpegreeriee, By e mesd for b fo e i ane stouger, bt nof by serad reaseis . Vale lg
docunentaiee The Acadmielims, néalisé par Mirke Bajovic et peoduis per Luear Lalic, ARHITEL, 2002
Eiifin, if corvient de rappeler maz la mise & mart pelitique do Diagisa Pavlovie crchesinte par Milosevic o
septesmhro 10HT £t directemant lids & Tataque lncde par b promier sonre ' Académiie Serbe des Sciences o
d-dmai-mm-ﬂwmdm.._ht:pmpm.ﬂnrhlujnrkérrh:mﬂﬁm'mﬁ*ﬁ!ﬂ'wwm;:ﬂﬂhmf
dingnl Serbivw plivivian wie huel Beer wracking e Sorbiar Acadeag of Aris and Sciences far the conpenty
?}mem eyt af ot Memoeandhate, bt ot Srooee ke opo s agalag Miloeve kol
comceening e way of satving Serbian probiems in Koo s Mednaife”, in Book on Mitonewl, op oft, pp@-10,
W Thur A cowdemmicion, Gpcif.
77 Dagtm Bogdaovic préche almsl @ " Thls wll somond hoerible, b § ohivk it & deve,  Deared iy had
coimminesy of dimngraphs, hisnriva, pachalgice oo, o e s o et th war, fow many fos
ol Serian patfon offord o lose, vkt Wil Serbian cemltles (e the wir be. Con yow lmagine Bt bareoe ¥
et uom countieng o meeny yanep en gy eould semnd o e ip ped dilled 17 [dony,
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41, Dans In bataille décisive que remportait §. Milosevic contre 'aile riformatrice du Parti
communiste de Serbie en reptembre 1987 - d'abord acquise contre Dragisa Povlovic, I
président des communisies de Belgrade, puis contre Tvan Stambalic, |e président serhe ~ les
miediag serbes fes plus importants allment cn offet jouer un rile capital. Bt Dusan Mitevic,
numéro deux de ls Téléwision de Belgrade intime™ de Miloscvic, ol Zivoad Minovic,
tidacieur en chef de Palitika™, ot Slobodan Jovamovie, dirmeteur de Balliike Ekspres,
soutiendront Milasevie contre ses ennemis au seln du Partl, accusés d'8ire anti-titistes ef ani-
yougoslaves... Obtenue de haute lutte lors d'one réunion du Comité central du Perti, [a
victoire de Milosevic sur I'nile réformatrice du Parti alleit donner liow peu oprds 4 un coup
médintiquo orchesicd par Dusan Mitevic™ ¢ |z « huitiéme scssion s du Porti finl en cetie
occasion of pour la premicre fois retransmise en o direct n 4 bn (lévision devant plusisurs
millions de téléspectateurs serbes, qui allaiont étre témoins de la prist de conicdle du Parii
communiste de Serbie par Slobodon MilosevicB!, Borislav Jovie, fidéle allié de Milosevie at

amgion Président de ln Fédération Yougeslave, allait eonfirmer que ln médintisation de cctle

T M Mavkervie | Power butvird Miloweric », BOC Mo, Saborday, |3 January, 2001,

W Cesl Ehvarad Minovie qui v apporcr le souden de Polieka b Milosevle doss ten laites de pouvoir que
comaiesait Le Ligwe des communistes de Serbie. Aprés Ia victolre de Milosevie, Il vs ctre poomé direcicar
peniral o griwdpe 4 la place de Ivan Sinjanovic = mllement i alloi éne changs. m sein du Comité cenmral,
dog o Imes v e des o cerviox - puisque hi égien déormaks dehues les deux fometivns d'<<eneadrmssnl
pofitique et idotlogiquess des codres ot celle de ocpropejonde es Pagitation>> Tlest Ii qui va fine des
publicatione du groupe Palitika IMarme iddologigue du poeversement serbe. Volr Mads Thommpaon, Forging B,
The Mealtue i Serivie, Croeia amd Buaia-Hurcegoving, Asticle 19, “Internations! Cenire againet Cemarship”,
Avon, May 1554, pas,

0 Dusan Mitevic précisers son eble dons wse Boervice necordée lo 29 scplembry 1994 & ["dquipe de o BOC
préparimi tn documennlre s e sidcide da (2 naffon yoogoskave o {2 T sosiafist comifeles, @y o s,
st wore a hrosdeon ffee, W rgportod from the sessime bue there were an Hive broudewy, B thiv e
we mawle a prevedenl JY lasted for fwe daps ava It waes broadeas v omoae of owe chaneli. The docizlon wes
e by e persenatly becarmo [ thouph & world & bl o oir @ feeerd of eving sany TV crewr covering
phe every, Bot tho bosic Pessse willy B deconion el be Gaplemerdon way Phat 1 adidn 't conand! aapone o
probady aotunlly banred he broadear ..J And president iifasevic scored o sajir potnd there hecatse with that
coverage he gove the penple thi apparinnin: to suppert hin aed {f mads things cazier for him grecdy beeanar,
yety e, o e fater suma fop sfute foaders were repioced, incingling fean Stamibodi, so the ulilic wos

[ e Witk the Nve coverage af the fevrlan 5,

81 Flarenee Hartmano, Mifexevic, fo siegonrcle d for, Denofl, Pariy, 1999, ppl19-21,
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“ huititme session » ful un scte lghimatoire important pour Milosevic dans 8 prise de
conirdle du Barit,

42. Cette mise en scbne venail on roppeler une autre, celle du 24 avril 1987 o, envoyé au
Kosovo pour y rencontrer o minoritd serbe se plaignant des exactions commises par les
auloritds autonomes albandises, Milosevie allail bt sa légende de défenseur des serhes du
Kosovo A partir d'un incident et d'un discours prémédinis®; Un incident qui aurait &4 monté
de toute pikce aves |a police Jocale, qui slinit étre oceation pour ce demier dp prononcer sa
phrase « personte n'y fe denlr de frapner ce peuple v, adressée & o minorité serbe, était cn
effet fthmd per ba Télévision serke, présente sur lés Beus ovec lo complicitd d'un Dusan
Mirevie™. Diffusdes of rediffusées sur "antenne, commentées & longucir de colonnes dans In
presss éerlle, cos mmages allabent seeller la fgure d'vm Milosevic ssrveur e wnificaiowr du

peuple serbe ot consolider son powvoir ou sein du Parti;

a3, Cette premigre manifestotion de In collusion entre Milosevie of fes médias serbwes, réunis
mugour d'objectifs nationalistes, alloit e suivie, dés 1"éé 1987 of jusquien 1994, d'une
infense campagne médiotigue visant & monter les sorbes contro |o mojoritd aibanise du
Kosove, accusée de lous les maux.

44, La représentition d*unc identité serbe menncée par ses voising, ot on premicr lieu par les

albanais. sllait #ne lagement exploilée por un quetidien comme Politika, qui allait dévenic

2 Doy Jovie dorit ainsi s o T eche of the discwision af the O seevlon was anormirus, A the meala,
sl rodo ol e il pupers, oot every ward shot wee gpeken. The eiriens “ploed™ Hieamefves fo
drir T amud retfer st doid staresond o figge mranebis S tader puret [ the drbate fy sevufing felegramy of sagpost 10
Milazerle and eriticiom io e corrent woir of comducting (e pelicy, These ielegrams were read sut loud af the
aramiaren i oreier far coll CK miormbera i by i liar with e, sdich atirre resivamee s o oatisfaction pr the
Sigmbalic proup ful alvo encormaged wow religroms to by sent, ard 1o Tafgfaiely. dr mver befare, fiafies
i tha nowspapere. st o dhe fromt pape b the Jast pege: were @ e d U thay bt Beow on pextors, sith

from speches of all the spoaters. Politization roached iy climax, By pubiic vite Milapevic's policy
iy mwgaufmmamﬁﬂgr Diveiin Pealewie eviabiisked, witl anly s vofcer speing™, In Rk

o
o srec,Begade, M0 (prafpmion oy ICTY ), .4
um—*—%.fm—nﬁm_ T Jerbe s, W Le Moy, 7 octobee 2000,

B4 fimiy Chatifan, ;Iﬂwmﬂmd‘mlﬁfﬁrﬁn &, LeMarnde fr, 3] mass 2001,
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I"un des principaux instruments de manipulation ct de désinformation aux mains du régimet®.

Colportnt les pires runewrs, sans vérification et 1os pefsentant pourtant comme avérées, le

B n pet i cter Vexeine du peesenth scorsssement exponentiel oo B popudatien albapaise, gl feral partic

I"un plan seiemmen| mis sor picd ol gui munacerit Wule présenoe serhe an Kosove, présentd comme |g beroeals
histosique de ee prapds ©

= w Curreny pemerice! superiorite of Albantang in the Awronomeur Provinee of Kosove and i some othor areis
repnpmsly e ey of e Al deptond, Bol Hent nremterioel jarity. and high birth e ave m
arertundt ermsegnence of the SEmor el el bar rether g et ol e politlesd will, I oo und
tveid ot be proved fthere's o destgn to o seitfing and ro-seiiling, high bivrth rmte is propagaees, Bvgamy i
seleratedd, efe) i kv oxxeraiad et we neeleratoad Biix ar @ wiilsinee apeirsr sedinery socke develapment el frem

if wocurdimgly. i viofend areans, While crotivn of fhe Grester ATbenio i o pubitiely prochumed gued aof e
Albaniaw seporasin., tair cover? goal, i the joreseeable A i he breckoun of Yugposkavie, This is bear

artesfed fo by tie divection af Afanion pepwativeseilinge:. There & 2 congpfeponr alosnce of Aihmrans dr
arugts wiich wnder the pot-Fipnt Balbons Wor trewty were fo be amiered to Bulgeria. The memers L

appreaching when the Serd and Mocedonion people chall be frally sepavared S the bigfer 2omer frhimbived by
the pow-Shvic mtiors, thus Mocedominne shell So practically Gofuted from the rest of Vogasiovia, Similar

dievelomments are fkivg plice dn Sraliod, wiich wmed oobe she Sl detween Serbio aed Moriosegro o, Djordje
lankervic, in Polinka, § November 1088

= o, Every sfate, nofably Nu ane chorarierined by o misior disproportion of popnfation Birit-rafe must fute eaee

o "whe mnatiord imridation wf delies,* Thiv sl sgradiey o Voptskeots, for - noe big repneblics and ume b
prervlinee (Waferaling covmur oo die irtherate of Koo Mare boliier are e i Eeivivo-then i the faferal
ety - Croarta, Slovents, ol Pafvodinm |t iy an foalineable right of every eitizon of pars (o procresie ml
mdrfpdys bt i ifve Kix or her abligation o foke care of the fiuiere of ol cfilldres i Fegoalaale. Bef meifars
wirl figh hirviree aod thewe with o fow ane sitedd e ety convermed over the ipser Alofogioal wheme o
rfirvenciion of the ontire popalotion af the SERY, High Birrh-rufe of o peogil in the foin sfate could be erospfod
ol (1 5 agroced upon by ol otficr pesiey, Sl 15 thelr covwet i Teiuiain” the ircreaned nusibor of ehildeen
areedd slrare with thene oll reseuress pnd terrianies, dmp fenaible sechelisnien weall b st to the Srpalal

clear dimaceacy, pe formalaed by Comrade Kavdell; "rights of every citizen of the SFRY are timited &y the
rights of other peognla i Hre couniry.” w. Mizdrag . lgujatovie, b Poliiik, 20 Moveasker 1988

-0 Thotgh Sesmenal-in, survived Jfbanlen nrioaclivts oo separarivon dn the prxt- W EE poriod did oof ronanime
thie minidluss poaly, Ty chanpod their sacdes, bt thote sirategic gom rosined the same ke in 1013, 1815,

T 5 Armed rebellion wers poploced by e hellish plans of canguest af Rabiter of Sautk Sace through e
dymegrapinic oo of Aluman poputartan in our comntry, ainming of crmtion of e “eimenlly pure Kesova ©
Thir atrategy wor tereinied dnfo olf dindy o apen oind porfllious prisrers an fadienset Sebs and
Mosntmegeine o amiprate, proemation of separstiat inte oll stittons of secic-ecenoimic 5uiem b Kosevo and
Afeireife, cnd mecmrey afmingy o afberinativer of Kowne? i Seperatiog of Hix preevince from the FR Serfiu
anid vt o Loty feamgfiens Kaea and Metebils infn ropudblis, wiioh wondd latee seeeats from Serfvio und
SFRY and refd wirlh the Popmlar Repubiic of dthemis v D, Govo Magorovic, in Pofitibe, 6 December | 958,

- o Winle the birth-rats of the Serd poaple ix rapilly decrsaring. Avhaniar baky boom hes bean for gaite some
wears e masr saties problen of Ygmsfoda e fo et doboo opic, Memp gluares! over #f, @l som
weded therd hity were oo aabummed do discess the fapte of Birtrate, Sowever Albanions org nor axfamed of
fiqvipg e Rl ﬁﬁﬂawhﬂmw“mﬂmﬂm!nmﬁmf@ﬂfﬂlﬂrw Cher frcieral
connsifitlon piritifes i gt fo froe i, B fes fepiete o okl S Fae with soisoerle pooafilisie of the
w.".:}h Jmﬂr’f;gm mem mopalonminr demaads of'a demegrophic corpueror w MUA, Disan Nicolie,
Ffmm pulicy of the pelitical feadrship af Yugostoie sioce mic-60%0 bl 1980, thor i it the fifth-

colpany murtiny of Afhanian soparatius and chawvinits, war @ foial firfure i consifanably conrributed in o
Jincibie changay of the etfinic map of Kosove and Meralia, thad i fo feecible atboaiition of thf abd eemre g
Hhur B etcitohrod pee spietiiin v, Botrie wvursrvie, in Podinks, 5 May 1990,

U amicanivmie similnive allei; Ste empleyé & Paconine les Croster, qoo o va préseales comme les béritiers
dey responsables de orintes comanis contre ket auzres populstions, danl les Serbes, pendant ln Secatde pucmo
mondile. Lus pamalkliznes nbodf participent dgnlensent d'ume menlpalation el d'une Jdésinfarmation du

f'ﬂl;,' warld [f" i inforund enough aboat thls  Ustashl perocide, for if it wens somg commirfes woutd ot
folorate itz fallguery, and Jdovenovae wonld Aol lurve been giited from the it of the Elropedn et
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joumnal décrivait une situntion apocalyptique qui n"avait rieo avoir avee la ndalitd véeue wuy
Kosovo mais qui forgeait le ressentiment serbe el incitalt du méme coup @ I haine ot & In
violence. Cette fagon de faire reprenait unc technique déja employie par |n propagende nozie
Pour justifier & |'avance une egression contre | Tchécoslovaquie e Ia Pologne au nom de lu
défense des minerités allemandes : des « informations » et dos o récits's émanant de ces
demnitres et faisant Gtat des atrocités qu'clles subissaient, étaient reproduits tels quels par |a
presse allemande, lui confiérant de Ia sorte le caractére de |'authenticit86.,

45. Dés 1987 Milosevic allait s"appuyer sur les médias dont if se servail directement of de
fagon cynique pour imposer ses thémes ebsessionnels. L jeurnaliste belge Jean-Paul Callette

eonlinme aina que « selon plusfeny témoignapes » 1§ aurall « fri-méme inspird lex mesyages

CRRCEHRT I cawpy duriag WK, T dow S S (7 i ders Bhe Diphest deanly tafl, bt 4 kaone dhat deathe meted oot
there were the most v, U, Ljubomir Boméevie, in Molitita, & Moy 1Y%,
« o Craatia. s-valied Democraic Community it pron af st Skrdavie! Accordimg o folk s, the Wi Sty
Away fFom Ploces Whery the Fools Yread, Ceoaita bs prowd of se-called Independon Simie of Croctie omd (5
covertly wid stealtblly priming the new slosghter of Serbs i Croarta and Baenin o Horsegovia §f thase
frsies, Bt pevvive and fodiffarenr Cruars allo te irtafation of Tudveoy cured b follkisvers . o the Sloodion
efvil war in Fugoslavio shall break e, this i most fefhle fn viese of recens seoewrnt of Tadwian's clore aido
Kode thert thay hiteneled fo eliminatoe alf uniieists i Croatia o, Tadosloy Hlagojevic, i Poditha, 3 March 1990,
- it Your fmriiune aee fo compel the onive Croar i o foel repuasibilin: for goscils commited by tie
Fergaaiah wlemeots of the Crogs people, Usintat, Yow, ke pour hacker an nome-saie Or, Fromi Kubarie, hove
the courrage i spreak abowt oy $G-30,000 victim fir the concontrition eomp of Jenmmv, alibeawgh we bave
fe dhare civeavercd IR soss grovey (o Ceoling six times muee eiciine o, Cudomil Hober, “Open lelter e Or.
Franbe Tudmun®, in Pelinbs, 8 Morch 1990,
= 4 Cantielae vos forgatfon famds to offerly of the pargy aod paerism loadership of Yugestovs, and potablp
Bigh-renking poliveies by their pawivity, A gesire afmilor o Brosds o mever beon murde by head of e
stiate, Even fexicr genturer of iribute and memery luue ool bren mude_ s thiese whieh here boen mmde e
alwapy focted on the gereral huwaninle aind saf o the conenete hiviorial agpact of B ovant s, Mr, Mirogbo
Eivkovic, in Palisibe, 5 fune [990
B Le mugistral Antoine Garsmon of universiaire Muhemedin Kulbuhi décortiquent parfuitement V'appcation
die e procéds su Kosovo dons Jour article Les essorty oy diseours oo do Amioe awiowr dy Kezave, aotsnoent
Jorsqu'iks derivent ¢ Dunlid retroude s réadive amiowr de b diabolliation des Albanals ef ples précinément de
ke tmees Pevenla (neessmemmens fesgn'd Erve marrald wrread fikesy par dex méfiuy qune por les infullectvels o
pidemes gul ol fem® uaw pdle de relais détermanmnt | neston, T2 “pénoctde” or “Pevods®, Tows cer thimar
dle eomprende quill e x'oelt po e sefanalisme ordiaaiee reverdisant i ferrliolee meds phes
el afim discours rocisne, chesrdooliee fondd s Ja ofabolington o Sucire qui en tramgGiesd e
;&w.hmpmﬁmmwwm&’édwﬁgm&mwhwmmmma
partir tha Tpetited wleiws” fles confily de drolt commnn geidmatiguesment framgbrods er conffion iner-
erhmiques, Jes femsiong réciles antre Albunils of Serber daay dos périndes de crises politigiee ef dooanriyu) , fes
piclty aler cr s & povsle e finin imennds o oy dimmder fargement folifden, of an porticuffer por o ededition
(etamie der memines (Tpdmacide”, Merrore®, “piriffeation etmigua’} qul, cvee le femps, prensient powe




de propagande iélivisés & travers lesquels i diverse son Fystérie nationaiisie »87. Cena
wiritable main-mise de Milosevie sir les médias et sur lour conteni g dté Egalement confirmeée
par Borisav Jovic, I"unt de ses plus proches collaborateurs, qui écrivait par exemple 4 lu date
di 2 sode 1990 - dans e camet de notes qu'il tonait quotidiennement en inat que’ vice-
président puis président de la Riépublique Fidérale Sochaliste de Yougoslovie : « 7 weare a
series af three articles, <<The Truth About Ante Markovic>>, and sent them 1o Siobodan, He
Inytruched ihat they be published in Politika, They will appear s instatments on the 7° 6"
and ™ yinder some pieudonym, We must expose him, heconse the peaple are seriously

milstaken about whe he iv and what Jre & Many sec in iim some soef of savior, but he i an

ardinary impoxter and enenyy of the Serb nation”™88,

La mystique serbe au service du pouvoir

46, L ulilisation de I"histoire et I réactivation des oneiens mythes serbes 4 des fins
nitionalisios allaiont alors donner liew & Porchestration de manifemntions poliico-culmrelles
destindes & entretenir ln mohilisation des masses serbes, La propagands nazie ovait montrd
que les mythes possédent sur les masses une forte puissance cohésive | o'est en effet par les
mythes of done ["appel aux forces de |"inconssiont, & la peur et 8 o werrer, & instine: de
puissinee ou encore 4 ln communauté perdue, que la propopande orchestrée por Gochbels
Clail parvenue & conquiénir ot & fondre les allemands en une masse compacte. Le régime serhe

allait employer wwe recetie similolre @ pour souder la population, la propagende officiells

BT in el monsice dopporiueline v, odiion en lgne do  jowrmal Le Sabe, 20000

i S e el LA YieF - i ML U, Lkl 2 b Fil A e

" I fosr ey i SFRY, Jovrnsl of cecerpts tarsined by David Sepherson Tor e ICTY, ppl4s-146.
m“:mhmlﬂmwﬁmmt: "l happened very affen that Milotevie received for falky
wapimrs frugn stedessen, wha had differear vews and opdnions thna fd o the deaes ot The Mol wo
e - diamnd £ froet of TF cammerar, wheer evanpbody could exgmery thefe wioss, Bt o pebiivh o preot refegee,
sebrity feevd Aeem persanstly delived by Milnsevie amd wileh feotnrod Ty views ar the sulbfect of the ralks, wifboar
the views of the ather pariy™. In Book on Milossvic, Belgode, 1001 {Draftianstation by ICTY), pl&



puisait aux sources de la mystique serbe ; eelle d'un peuple victime o murtyy malmend por
Ihistoire, o1 celle de In Grande Serbie, indissolublement lige & 1 religion orthadaxe?,

47. Dits 1987, done, les imellectuels les plus notionalistes se relayaient & Ja tlévision ef
encensaient le passé de la nation serbe alors que se multiplisient dans |es journaux les
fenilletons historiques™ magnifiant la Grande Serbic médidvale ef les articles réperioriani les
Injustices et les antaques dont avaiont &t victimes les serbes®, de la bataille de Kosovp Polfe
en 1389 - qui vit |n victoire des Ottomans e qui mit fin & Fawtonomic de la Serbie - ou
"pénocide” perpétré contre las populations serbes en 1941 par Erar erase™? indépendant,
recammu par Hitler et Mussolind et dirigé par Ante Pavelitch, chef du mouvement netionaliste
des Dustachis responsable do I'assassinat du roi Alexandre en 1934... Le 0 février 1990
Pofitika publian par exemple une lettre signée par Vojislav K. Stojanovie, président de
Vdssaciation des enseignunts universitaives ef des seiemtifignes de Serble, qui se livrait 4 une
tré nelle exsgdration des chiffres concomant le nombre des victimes serbes durunt la Seconde
puerre mondiale ou I3 prétendue explosion démographique des Albonais du Kosove ; o Le

pevple serbe n'a jamaly éé un peuple conguésant, & il w'a jomai cherché a appriner

A patlr de I'é0d 1994, | y 5 proseripion & o 87F de towie musiue éerile oa joose par des noa serbes alors
quiint piace de plus en pliss Enportonte est accordée b o religlon orbodeae e b Sex oprésentmts. Les
reporiages wr ey (e anhodoses sonl thoes sysiématiques.

™ Civgni | enn dbe: Poliivhe, Muck Thoiapson, éerit § cz propoa s + Frew 1987, Pelitita wa seiflly sismpolised
iy digatet = e forear — smronpuring arifcler abont o provwing mer of fnterna! and erreenl emeeer fthe Alheelins
e Kawworwes el i, the Crours, the Sovesians, e Bowiune Muiliot the Faticow, and the O} The beck
pagren af Hie paper, meamehile, wers <<ghen over o Intmeminobly obserie Buireer o Serbid's pa ¢ i
duantlex, fix dvnmsties, Iy arigne sigferiyres= . In Forging Wor, The Media @ Sechi, Croatie and Borale-
Hereeporne, Article 19, “Intsmoiional Centre agnbnmn Cersoeship”, Avan, May 1994, pb9,

1 Parmi bes multiples dmissinng de w@hEsishon of de madie & confenu hislodgue ef destinéas & mondrer lus menaces
pesunt g e peapbe serhe o) jesifiat ey ofguees conme les populariens non sevhes de Crostie o de Beaale-
Hernémavine, on peut elier por exemple ©

v Rowgs ond de ctol s, documentaire dromatique diffiad on ool 1991 por Redfe Bwlgrade o dvogquand,
wmaolgnages & 1'spmei, Peande du poupbe serhe de Crostie ) Mémisslon sur o & Comdcratine de o fisre de
Kuproako Polie v, diffiesde sur T Selgrads, ol feroor foids dos Surbes dgorpds pendant o Seconde puerre
moodiale: lo reportge « Lo Moot o, GifTisE nur le deusiime programme da Seclo Selprude, dvoguan le
4 nethovage w d'zm Vilkije serbe " Hersdpovine durant ks Seeonde goere mandiale ;. ou encore « Lo sabre e
conpe par fen idtey qoumiter s, repertoge mdio gd e prisent ese b & la Tuewr du passd en od dont dvogquits les
inmfcursux scrbes masaderds:par s oustachis. ., Pour ples de détails, voir Rede Velpnovskh, o ol ppdl4-315,
P2 Exemple parmi dooies, dursnd Fée (990, Je quatidien Podiike, wonavers de saorubrigue “Echos o
piactiony®, sonaacre ciog de ses six papes 3 des urticles répenoriant les erimes des "Custochis” dumnt 12 Seconde

wm‘mﬂlﬂl‘-
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o aures peusles. Mais lex oulres peuples, selon un destin JSineste, ond cherchd & le soumettre
era lapprimer (..) dans le crline de génoclde commis par les ultra-nationatisies croaies, e
pedple serbe o perdu plus de denx millions de victimes innoeentes pour fa simple rafron
o 'elles éatent serbes (.. Les Albamais ot avi de manidee immoraly of irthwmaime = iy anf
développé wme campagne Inovie an favenr de la Sfoconditd de ledrs pawrss et misdrables
Jinnmes, et ¢'esl alnsi que s 'ext développée chez wix une explosion démographique famais vire
mitdle part, la pley forte du monde. Is ont ainsi multiplie Jewr nombre par 50, en seulement

itictratte aiis, an Kosove el en Memfiins,..

La iatisation i iti

48. Céremonies arfistiques, religieuses et rituelles allaient se multiplier dans tout le Pys paur
commemoter les o vietimes serbes w & travers |"Histaire, Milosevic, qui connaissait 'impace
peychologigue de ces mises en scéne sur fa foule o qui ne négligesit pas d'y pertiziper
personng, villlait 4 o qu'clles figurent en premigre pince de Pagenda des médias™ : ainsi, en
avril 1990, deux rédactrices en chef d'un programme d'informations & la Raglo-Telévisian
Nowi Sadf (Voivodine) taient mises & la porte pour n'aveir pas fair leur principal tire de 1a
eélébration d'unc fote serbe & laguclle assistall Slobodan Milosevic™. .,

49, D'un point de vee symboligue, Lo« messe politique v Ia plus réussic fut sans conteste
I"organisation par le régime, le 28 juin 1989, du six centiéme anniversnire de 12 défalte du
o Champ des merles »n & Kasova Polje. qui vit les Ottomans prendre pied pour plugicuars

slbcles dans o région. Devant un million de serbes rassemblés pour |'occaslon, Slobodan

" Lo sochpdogue Vinnique Mahoumn-Crappe mppclle sld que « <<la renadmance di peuple sorbe== a &ié fo
mm*mpwm':anp&d;m 1957, Les edrémvnier religleusss qui
< pierrient o ndrvee fer morts™> el thdete ditfrpelagigue), monfrs ferbey oes sénoefler pavis des
fex orsoments delinl sy etalner lo <<ferre sorbes=, o sbandammenr rofeanminises & ba idlivinion d
Belgrade oil fex or martes dlens brondis v, In Lex viols poatdonatigues e ex-Tougaslewe — 19901595,
Symposium imernational o Les enfnts de o guene, Devenlr, mémolre ef iniumatime w, orgimisé por be Centre
m“;..g.-.] de IEnfl:m € do o Pamill, Fmgnmmq CEDRATE, &8 mom 1997, Poris,

Hmm.-u mumﬂmﬁhmmmn mmmam prTo.
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Milosevic promettait de « nouvelles batsilles » au peuple serbe pour le laver de cotte difaite
sacrificielle, qui avait fait plusieurs dizaines de milliers de morts, et appelait au réveil
mAtional. Ly Téldvision rerbe, comme d'nilleers ensemble des médias, zilait donner une
importance particuliére & certe mise en scéne qui présentait Milosevic comme le personnage
salvateur qui avmit rendu au peuple serbe sa dignité eolleetive en rétupérant le o paradis
perdu » de Ia vieille Serbie?3. Alnsi que I'derit 4 juste titre Florence Hartmann, « la machire
de propagande dy régime joudit sur les émorions, glorifioil le passé, mantpalait ln mémoire
collective pour priparer les wprity & lo guerre que Slobodan Milosevic venir
d'armoncer 596, A cet dgard, une place & part doit Sue réservée au quotidien Palirika et 51
rubrique « Echos of réaciions », répuiée pour priner la haine of la xénophobie, Entre juillet
I988 et mars 1991, ce seromt plus sinsi plus de 4000 contribufions — d'intellectucts,
syndicalistes, militaires, enseignants, docteurs, ete, mals aussi d'institutions publigues — qui
seronl publices. A partic de thémes différents — dircetemont mspirds des griefs ou objectifs
présentés dans le Mémorandum de |'Académie Serbe de 1986%, lo méme message revenait
inlassablement comme un leitmotiv, celul des injustices historiques faites au i Peuple »

serbe®... Sous-entendu @ qoe le lemps Halt venu de réparer, Caite rubrique, qui a joud un rile

93 Le 28 murs 1989 éuicnt adopiés des mendements 4 Ja Constintion de 1a rpubligue de Serbie qui privalmnt

dorenavant ez provinees dy Kessve ol de b Vatvoding de outoncmls domt elis joutssatent depuis | 574,

8 e, p5A

O 11 ent & noler gue les Acnibémiciens eortribucront Inrgement & noordr cette ribefgus. Les premides

contibutions & o Ecles et rdectinow o daient de novembro (988 ot appoicnt in politiges mende alars e le
oir & consistant en 13 propagation d'un sensiment anti-slovéne ef antf-mstopomiste, Voir los articles des

Acoddmiciuns Dejan Mudakovie (u Mows a2 pervtefirons & persormo ¢fe nouy privee de metke aierdr i, éddion

spdeinle o La dataille powr do wdeind o du I9T0U8E) of Vesillie Kredic (oLer frdemonis Alvoriques de

awsomanie de fa Volvodine », 4 ot 51 178E),

" Voiel quelques exemples de contributions dintelbcneels & ln rubrique ¢ Bckos of nfactions ¢ dbordant oo

diftérents thémes, ol le mime message covient en filigrane - selal ' un peuple victime ;

Hy- Prodf, D, Mifko Mincenoy el :.__.'!-:,l_| p1| L

w ™ o] Ty exodisn of Seri Sangh, & farlpad by Evrope, rolebly the Cathalic oms, e i hopes fo win

mwl:r.l'rn! Muisdive Mmﬁr i lf'ﬁm-gu-:ﬁ:w ﬁmmm#:w SN Mdire, wfiile te West Sreralle e thed ol

A6 arer e st Jih) by i oper support, i hoper fo canvert thew all i Cheistans, in the next sfoge of

cevedoprnt, Sut dhey forger that the Musive ol Qethoar peopie coliabited for centurict, gnl ore thereg

plower.. T Vertiean v (ke o diurt the Serby (o Slavs) agoin, i chy stodfur way @ el dommmpeer’ i

aariler Mintory Shevamigny and Crasy By thelr fotinination. (..} Ard Ceots? Wi ey Reep sifons? dmd ore

threy ailent? anodil if cinctious remonk "that despile cominming fove, people need por fve mgethee ay

forygger, " Wiy then those Slavenime and Croaty womted m march to fab Fugostavia, alibosgh we brew thoy did




Hef ik wy vy pucl ded were wisry of sl wilfleotie? Well jt s wellobns fhtt e wanteel fa selse e
Bereifarian firam the victirions S arugs A 50l ey conbd mar g aamything without thar army, By the force of
Mistarical circimstancos, they wera on e appnsine sid, ol we Serhe wderstod thar arvsl secewsied Hhem fn
et state, Bat ehew i the fant war thep padd us borek dyr Muregoviag sind Doirstion muss proves aid knfves foud

" i Mok, 13 ddeenbre [9R9,

= ") Hseor tha pint vige b tee LIS stance, Hhose acriov af theer LIS alimiooninte, Wikl [ Disarfimyg Ry

tha ic bankrupicy, by dpporing the Serb htion, the Biggest and mast sutc-meking nation b the
Butkorts. Docs Awerion knaw that 1t ds il et war with Croatler. hecanse the nosariaus Indlependent State of
Croatiy declored war i die US o1 vive e 1947, and ihe Croat Dremnerarkc Ctumnmruty b mimtralfy raden o

ther piglier ane obitgations af e formee? . in Palitiks 1 juln 1990,

=" Tachay in the bt of Evvape, dre Wert seer Sarby, i1 foemer afly from borh B¥, ooy theough Puea's

iy prop it iz Crpsent-Slweniions dribadiom), A7 ehee hert of the diynte i pbsionsdy K,

whichh fur Weseern gmd Comimiern politiciamy b oy dicided b Sond-iver fo Altewnin, the masr

and whacure eorsieiedion i the world {f always food sorne far aur Kosovo Stuipter wher § ik fow ey sl
fifle wilve Waeye fimed Wiy i dhiie thete, o the niler abole vy Prodtoniel. Pove Westernors also fatk ahoit fane
Serdv A Jirmlye opbircrced opthodor Bulsevis, w diet tiisy it climienate 6 Tereibe of Soete o Bovovs

end bt Cranestin wers siad @ gmoodd emangh warmbey of she hevaldod rupe. Serter ore bocourng “iotarioe®, althig
W v i oo the Sl sutionad minority o thun Hhrey smrerated wader anp exiterk (deatmy of Beicnoss,

Linvurwity. Motkwse! Libraep, TV, pain, pres, alf in their mother Teirgpenst and we gven offow Sk
coumsniainny o work inall pares af aie conntry, amd e farres ta we ve seered the wae B IR0 bprrone we

Bamed the eniry of ooe sl comnizion, , e seferion Wt wlimasmin and tie whold warld b fo wape tha

o et e micns weee preomngsied by e e i preserve dgnly of e peopie 0 Wikl bocome the

ol of restored digalty-of Serby, amd be might hecame o ke prima mover i the no electio of lieed of viaze,

e F s wenily-emrenred purrry fiily fo win JU% of varer of the s lections, He & the oy seripes covdinane

i thve future geweral, papilar Pefradi romitlic or bingehan, § ke Iniey gynee e el 6 Bronares, el aimaed
s aaelt st e !, i Perlitiher & seplembre 1990,

{lester tu the Presldent of the Europuan Partinment in Senshinieg)

= ® ot Ev namtamional? fo quesdonlog the Nesiv, i mor the Jnves abost S i Jews i Kesgva i
Pt i perseention of erd preaple, qod mat if dliamion peaple. Thi porsuction srried i ruraderr! yoars
e, Adehiagle ¢ ety svavnd oo, e fiact s it the mwost iazsive pervsiiion ard cxmdien of Sob poople
Aeppend I the gt <war Seeielinn Vigodenda, Al fntnidor s eleocscion are-off she rer X amd mo
Hhay peiple in Kosows, Mostenegring, Mucedontanr, Muefimy, Tonks, Crioger amd Ramea, ard ol praples. fvimg
clase t borders of to-ealled “Great Albanta", Insgined and gradvalle readised “by e wnd wvord™ It BT
sage-tnancped by pawer-holdeey from Firaan (0 Accoretig to the (98 pamifatiom connm, e weer SK5
Albgriieng (350,0000 and Serbe and othar peoples 42% fabont $ALOON (0 Kosavg o eiice 1008 froradibie
iy Anppened i Kosero; mow i Katova there are veanly 3 miltian Albwdes, oad Serbr ond other peoplos-
SRR Arf thaat frerpprenicn! berinre tirew Buimies wareplaried i K by i podiviead s State Seadershis:
The fiest Tomb' vy Weth-rate: Albornben pogradition i Keaova fand cwiride Nesmvn) hay the bighest Alrth rate
I Ewvape, and amang the Jighest in the worldd. That birih-rane i1 boasced by ol wems avnilobie by Albanir
seperraints for thy are weging o demegrophic war, or o congaigy o conpies foreig iorritories, Pertinn dog
seassye Bt frowersid iy thhe pevemtly prbievend Buly kpega (White tuink). The secand “bonrk™ was mechonical groseth of
paprdation. Afough MR- Albdnla siece 1948 was comeidered @ hoanile conntry of Fagarkoin, many famiiics
crowsed thur barder and samlod i Yugouovis, and an-mie eeivad o atap thom, O the comtrory they were
immsdienle gives luneser. wmd propeeny. af nofve pepatoiion (Sorby, Meontegrinn, efe ) oned sam sdoial
anrleraner: Curramtly po-gie driows How srang Alanians fuve thre flopally eafgranied o Feporlada, while mo
Serfr or Momenggrin fand there are quite w few e e I A ) v i escope fo Fupoxiowi, heomine
ity Afbania they aee stripped af heir Natioms, cuftseol and religions rghte. The tivd “Brmb  is i palitiesd ane:
e de 97 Cownritieiian Sevbin way divlded inta tires ports, whiok proctizaily mede poassbile th creomtion gff
an Al sfare in the Solkary. Tiey Serbs and other peaples fn Kosove bevaone rsfonal minoriies, aned
Atz ruling nmbion, e the Sacislin Autisamnr Provivee of Kosoeo procticeily beeuame o yore witin
thet srarfe, d wers gent an experiment crvor of Albantume, but wiae o rendt of o wrong cancont of the Fugosiay fran)
Jecerarion, j var o very rindy”, i Palitia, 1 jolller 1989,

By Radpmr Semiljanie

< oo Bath the sleaf s Mindd are @were Hart Antd Morkovie-cide way ot af crivis, eniails firfther “ssplafisian
af alf resurcex'” by Sloveri amd Cromng, af the coponse of @ cental omd sonthern republies of the SFRE
Duprecioted prices af electric power, el (Sorbio & fs g prodieer), radtway and PTT servicey fihe lange
puaffiwery Snes ror Pl Serbive coef Sortlh of Fugestoviil, wf foreoss dod sorGrsons produets (Sorbis, 84H.
Momtenegro amd Macodeara are e Targes praducery irereafl, elearly indieae thai the federal governmeny,
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primordial dans Ja manipulation de 'opinion publique scrbe, &ail reprise dans ses grandes
lignes par les médias électroniques contrlés par le pouvoir, TV Palitika et TV Belgrade. Ces
tres nombreuses contributions étaient présentées comme dtant Pexpression de la volanté du
# Peuple » serbe et servaient du coup comme sutant de justifications 4 la mise en euvre des
theses nationalistes du régime Milosevic — proctdé clussique de propagande visant 3 erder
artificiellement |'unanimité ou ln cobiésion autour d'un leader, desa politique. .

L nssaut syr les midins

:WqﬁmmrmurqﬂrﬂFJMIﬁ#mﬁmmtmromrlwdq.fﬂnmrszumJ.iu-
Nowth Wett, Slaveate aed Cratio /1 meprestadivay imake vo over o eoparilo & Hiwr povermmotl”,
in Polika 24 décombBne 1959, i e o
= M LM e it eleorty st fram condiet of sy Tidman faiththl the Croation scooming came ofsimd, ged
Pugoslupia wais hraen o, Serts shall then also aniala thefe right fa chare wirh v Sy shall v autvidy, the
?‘fﬂ"ﬂ!& oMozl Croutf, far in the famer thelr exlstsnce wontd be Sheeorcad in wiaw of sl re memorles
the terribic penocidy commitica af e baudy of e moet Croar sone in Pavelle’s Croeia. Tudbuan cmlle fhat
eamiry " Mitorical dream afull Croas, " Pertape Serbs shill afvo evail Shomselers of she right i receide o3
people, ke Cront, and thes shall peobably foln the st probutle “veniges”™ of Yagoslods, ai the tlerritery
adfoining Bosuie, for exwnple *, in Politika 77 poll 1994
=" o W fhared tea sk shhe Naely mivistor fram Stavenita what the Slovcian foreign podice wowld b B i view of the
finet thee, for evmmple, Yigo-frallar Qi Agreements would remaly In place as lang ax the Vegozlev frdwarion
sintect {And she fold m that Yugoshevia ro leiger existed ) And laly, it lx @ well-know facy fud lix legtinate
perritarizs in the vl Ivia up to Swtok, Zodar amd ey ether frfunds and penimsutas, Sioveni, therefre,
wondd be land-focked (rmllary to Serbia) god Croatl would ger Oy ore fiftle af itn cureent eoagiling *, in
Politike, 33 ool (990,

By Vel Gubering

=" fond dfter BW2D Serh people war o fleae oo ro ewmbrocs slopan “Brothenioad o Ui, “dnd inafeod of
e auppaet fo Serh peogle in their festi|fTed sirapeie far the clgfie afsead enfoped by other poapion in thix
cawmiry, they wore atfuchicsd dr the mast drotad woyomd thei oy Sl wa theie Sefied recction gmiag
eltverimvimertivin off thelr own peaple by fhe Al sationa! simrin: wiich fe 0 contey s psnlse Fights
to gy othier ratknol minorliy ln Enrope rights SUPERIOR T THE ONES EXERCISED BY SERB AND
MONTENEGRIN PEQPLE IN ROSQFD .. 7, in Pulitifar, 20 junvier 1959,

=" () Slenemin which proclaies ity full xovereignry chiell be ready o defemd i rerriforial Drfoerite. Bat oz
Soventa & avere e it dansot di @ suecoesily, (F reed comfedenation o the firm througs wiich If ansane
eleprieryumonnt e Seieh galdizer rgmmin for fholr goaditier | oy grardisns of ite borders, witich Sfovemia gar thamy
i exivtenee of the Fugosii aited 3 o an hanper waner Ve, thes (F comeof camt an Soebiu *, in Pefii,
9 petehie 1190,

« " fi) dod whie throwes their weight befind the current leaders? Qoly five. miflion people thonddering o
diperry fopoey frua the meoe poxr, The people wis dfef pet smake thalr masee. in seory Nrarks po glirkis war
wictaries, famais warrlors, o croated emplras, bur people shose same waz g on the aagr of the world i {102
ik phay parve their froveom pm i plake o fareigners. Hod st Serb soldiers cone to Cractid i DS T wawld
P mever Bepn recveroe ™, in Poeliike, 29 janvier 1991

=" [ oAy gt that he peedi fo be explained five ddngs, wilch fe shonid hove ksowr fong Hme opo: Shisher
i Fugoslavia are o nonioan! minoriy, but esoy scher muperfor fo thase svercived by any nther mimariy n the
sierpltd) asvet plvegyt o evcoorsfod o gl dfuring the Vo Vienmo ond Commintern Saroigme gyt Serivn
gorl Serh propte, amd the second thing we hive to axplin iv thelr curpet pramber-3 mitfiund He e probakly
referring fo A golden Thio's era when off Romoy, Muslives, Turks, Gorand, ete, who lived fn Kosove ond
Afterirtja were simply declared -Shiptar™, in Polltika, 21 Exeer 19,



30, La propagande officielle du régime allait Bwe d’autent plus efficsce que Slobodan
Milosevic prenait le contrble®® de la 1élévision de Belgrade juste aprie s'éire "impose" 4 Tn 1fie
du parti communiste!?0 : Ja direction éit remplaede par des hommes de confiance o
membres du parti chargés de renforcer ln pression idéologique du “renouvesy nationaliste
sarbe™! ; plusieurs centaines de joumalistes n'adhérant pas 4 la politique do Slobodan
Milosevic dtaient mis 4 la porte de |a télévision!®? ot des journanx '™ & Relgmde, Novi-Sad et
Prisiina,

1. En juillet 1990, dans lo fouléc du décret meftant fin @ I'autonomie du Kosove et de la
dissolution du Gouvernement el du Parlement, était décidée la suppression dis programmes

radiaphoniques et 1&l¢visés en langue albanaise dans |s province — privant ainst plus de dewx

* Ce comréile sera renfotcé en fuillee 1991 par Updopiion f'we Lol sur fa Radia et fer Téldwilon qud erée une
seuly eatreprise (Rl Télévimiim Serd} désormuis propréd do ' - lo gouyemement syual-une secendince
folle siiF s BT5.

100 g jmiermadiate Vérmmiipe Seuld pricise sins que dans o semaines qui sulven |e bulibbme pigoum de (o
Ligne des Communisies i Sorbie, b v nowvean civaf d PC Sorbe place ser foomes & fo Wi des princlparer
muditiue ;e Tiiffvisdon o Beljrady S chudries repres doms ot fur Nerbivf.. )] et fe probsran pringe Politiba
-Fm’,rmuiuh mtnrmienr sleiee questiclicns of v diziing o ebdomaderires o, Libérmiion, 20 murs 1991, p 20,

0 “Témoin peiviligide de ce livn ombifienl ontre e pan de Milosevic et la TS - pour y avoic travallié de 1983
& 1O, I jrartalivie Milka Pesic préclie sur ce paint: « Offcially and firmaily, 875 i o pilic e
Humweves, i pracilee it iv a teievizing shatten eomrodled primarify iy the Serbian govenmens - i offer Wi,
by the Saciahisr Party af Serbla (SPS1 = the parne in pewer = and it alifes. AU e legafing o i BT5, ftad af
buing aypninted by the Pardion af the Republic, us ix luidd dowr i the rfevanst G, are attually chosen by
ths pialisg prary: (SPS), Anel tive eevent fo wivich e BTS auil the regese e didke! i itaratod by e fatfowin -
Thar Divcctor of RTS, Milorad Pueolic, i simultancounsty @ menber af s Main Boeed of the Seoinkint Pargy of
Serfun. Mary fowenofin wre wbio offfcioly ar wembers of the 5P% iy contranietfon e ik Low an Pablie
Irfeirmmation s, apcf, pulf.

W2 [ es puisges o seim de b RTS serom régulidres ; en janvier 1593, par exemple, la direction ficenciair de facta
— sur critdres politiques ol ethnigues — 1500 joumalistes, smployds ef techniciens qui se vevalen] inferdis
d'occds & leors locau de Belprade of de Nayi S, Conlestés par et inidrossés, cotle décision ser poarant
walidée en seplemboy suivant par i Cour Suprime de Belgrce, Rappond por Beporers sans frondides, Lo
fherts de lo prosse dons fe smonde. Roppioree {99, p.391
Wair sassi lodfmatpnnge do Milics Pestc, opucr, ppiB-S1,

Lo mise 4 "écan des jourmalistes qui o' opposasent 4 I ligne rédactinnnelle guemritre da 1a BTS dlaft ainsl justifide
par Vular Jokanevie, le Pricldent du Consell d° Adminiziemtian ; «kﬂmmlmk 141"&&#. o e
feprtimes particnliire, Efe fie poat fe peemeite, o cer foups s e smbitsons des preguoee o faone snre
e il ool est perpdird I'MWI'I:'N e ponge serbe gpnited de fouwe s denley rutionans de dimesrer
anationcle, de #e s premdes lo ddfon des imbdrdty matfoman g son wWeaer () Dans Jes fnacfitfons

o e § Infarmartion fraverliient des gomy preivds d der dgques diverses, diche o 'mer 0 janeein pari

Airsi, for Rasellotileviions o Belgrode et play ynmgosleve goe belgrodaise ow serbe. © 't fe méme chise pore
eortaing fourmany of mogeines. Doy iour eor mddios, des geny oeivrurt on falt conmre fg Serble. o sant s
Serber o Anee, fly sopent cex enirgeeisey o semany I stanele oy seir o perrannel. Al affaibife, efes ne sont
pluy vm mesane de s argeier effieavetent « o 0 Epolo, mans 1992,

103 Aier, 1'hebadnmadaire be phes commu de Sevbbe verma bind s rédaction entiérement remandée on juin 1946 sur
ordre de Milosevee — qui cholsira co journil poar anneneer, le 30 juin, dons woe interview « fe sdvel o fo nario
sorhe frmmifice o, défaizant alon dons son progranme ute réfirenee 4 Midénlople commoniate .,
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millions d* Albanais d' informations dans leur limgue maternelle - ot le joursal Rifindfa y dmi
Interdit!™, Pamildlemont, une vingtaine de joumnalisies de langue elbanmiss du Kosovo daient
arrétés et emprisonnds par les autorités de Belgrade et quelque cing cents journabistes de la

radio-télévision travailiant au Kosovo duient renvoyés. .

iélevisi
52, Ce verrouilluge guasi total des médins allait permetire au leader serbe et & son porti, le
Parti Socialiste Serbe, demporier facilement les premidres dlections libres en décembre
1990105, . Outre le groupe de presse dorite Politka, ¢'est o télévision qui alisit se réveéler le
veeteur essenticl de o mystification de I'Histoire en Serbic. Traditionnelle dispensatrice de
Viddologie offickelle, fa t&lévision restail en offet le média de loin e plug importent, du fait
quil allait longtemps constiwer!08 13 seule source dinformation pour plus de 90% des
serbes 07, Ainsi, en réécrivant I'Histolre, en se hasant sor des bribes de réalité - clesi-d-dire
par le biais d'une mémoire sélective qui v comsisie & 1'exandver de (ses prapres) crintes tout

en privilégiant la mémaire des crimes commis par fes autres 2108 - ooy médias allaient
contribuer & la démonisation des autres communautés, particulidcement des albunais du

Kopsovo, des crostes et des musulmans bosningues.

108 Reporters sans frontbres, La libend di fu presse dns fe monde. Rappore 1994, p, 180,

105 Mulgré I'natorisation dis mullipantisme, les médias officiels resteront formés § Popposition nalssants, 3

laquelle ils e laissent sutame chance o qu'ils ='enplolen: & discriditer ; v 4 fo #éld on dvogque & pefme das

rudifetationg de pinsenrs milliory de persiovmes of Ton corfoafrre e rfval poroiel de Midovewie, ek

Dvelanvie. prriviclonr s Muarvemei sevhe obi roommess, pedsennd comme i doagwene e s, b,

106 £ offer, Pt plurafinme de Tinfonaation qui cxisnit en Serbic jasqetau débul 1995 - avee yuelgees mnss

médias indépendontx, mals de fil exerdmement Amitks au plan de la diffagion el done & Gilble atdiencs — &ult

plus gque jomals menood, Apeda la reprise en main de Sordw, scul quotidien indépendant (début 1995) et de

Sverforr, le pius fort timpge régimal en Serbis en peptemime, Sest 1o sldvision Soldpendante Srudio B (Hmiide &

Belgrade) qui &l nativnalisde au mais de fvrier 1996,

10T & ¢ propos, ha joumaliste Micobe da Moy nole quo + diviv e payes fla Serbiel uh 4655 o'ilféinés foresgme

e perzcane mur derl o soohe bylemetion g coirvee Dbl du wreritoire of st fey compagiies o

calite e b téldvizion d"Elat =, In w Serdie ; la 668 parare s, Téldrame, 0"2257 du 14 owil 1993, p.02

W8 g Cenoviv, "LTrmormtion est-elle paniile fure & o prapagands 7, in Diafgres of shieunents poar e
' o Phiowrore/Eorperiences of riffocions sur fa reconptruetion matfonate of fo peix, Decomens de mvail de

| Pondation pour |t progrés-de Mhomne, 564, p. 190,



53. En 1996, pour préparer ct justifier la reprise en main de la province du Kosavo!09 par
Milosevie, la télévision serbe langail, i coups de commentaires globalisants, une campagne
contre les Albanais du Kosovo, accisés 7 isarrer les puity of d'égovger les enfanes®;
campagne reloyée par le quotidien Polittha qui publinit les courriers de lecteurs - en foit
souvent des piéces montées - attestant lo fait que les Albanais y violeient les femmes serbes
par centaines! 10, Dans "édition du 9 féveier 1990 de Politka on pouvait ainsi lire, sous I
plume de Vojislav K. Siojanovic, président de I Associarion des ensefonans wiiversitaires &
dex seientifiguen de Serbie, que « (..} Awowsdfui, les terroristes albanaiy, bestia, e
déchalnent au Kovova ot en Metoh(a, en détruizsant et en agressant low! c¢ qui est serbe, on
Jaivant irryption dans les malsons serbes of en ferrovisant les raves personnes qui ¥ sont
restées. Au Katove el en Metohija, régne fa rerrewr des Terroristes armés jusqu’aus dents
(8 A

Slobodan Milosevic lul-méme participera d [n stigmazisation de la communauté albanaise du
Kosove, offmnt une vision extrémement manichéenne de la situation et fermant la porte a
toute solution non antionaliste dons be province autonome, © st aimsi quil déclarera dans un
discours remansmis par TV Belgrade © « Even children know the truh. abowt Kosove ad
Serbia, so it s guite supenTucus to say amhing more abeut it To those who think sthervize |
should say thar I refise ro tulk about §t becanse we meed mever try to find eveuses for Serbia's
determination fo pui an end o the myrders of Sechs and Montenegring in Kosove and for o
wrwitiingmess o aceept any discussion on establishing an Albanian stare on Serbian rerrirery.
To aveid any confusion, T fasten fo edd that anyone seeking concessions along these lines

woriled fivst Serve 1o dipnge the ruling Serbian leodership ™). Cette porle fermée 3 toute

104 o 38 geprembre 1990 et promulgude por Belgmde une pbavelle Corsttution aupprimant Meutonomie de
sea-dotie provinces, ka Voivadine ol le Kogove,

“ﬂ"‘.l'n{rfﬂhﬂ'h: Hurnfiot, "La miserpnledbon de fo indmpire®, Le Sonde, 22 juiflet 1993,

111 Yair « Images ard Words of Hale - Yoar Qo o, Fondation for Sight to Plotwn aud Wards, Lamr Lalic, D
92-ARMITEL., 1996,



discussion entraine en juillet 19990 Jo proclamation de ls République indépendante du Kasovo
et immédiatement aprés la suspension de " Assemblde de Pristing par le gouvernement serbe —
ee demier introduisant une administration d'urgence & TV Pristine ot dans les journnux
albanais,

54. D'une manitre générale, avant le déclenchement de la gueme par la Serbie, les médins
sudiovisucls de Belgrade ont diffusé de nombrouses émiissions consacries ml rappel
d'événemenis historiques qui sent toujours mis en paralléle avee les perséeutions dont seraient
victimes les serbes de Croatie el de Bosnie.

L'arrivée nu pouvoir & Zagreb du HDZ lors des &lections d*aveilamal 1990 va @ eet Egard
marquer un coup d'accélémteur. Prenant peétexte du fuit que fa nouvelle constitution volde
par le Parlement Croate fhit des Serbes une minoriié nationale, cowx-ci - confortds pir e
signal qui leur est donné par Slobodan Milosevic dans un discours adressé sy Parlement Serbe
et diffiuse par TV Belgrade'!? - organisent la résistance sur | terrain, Najt alons & la Téldvivion
Serbe un type nouvesu de «reporter de guerre % propagandiste el de s nombrouses
interviews de Serbes de Croatie sont réalisées et diffusées, allant toutes dans b sens d"une
exacerbation de la situstion sur le jerrain''? ~ seules les positions bes plus extrémistes ayant
droit de cité, Parallélement & de tels reportages qui font fa « Une n des actuslités télévisées do

soir, 52 multiplient des émissions spéciales, certaines atteigriant 90 minutes, dont "ohjectif

V2 “Reconr evonts und, abave all. grove conlices and wets of saseterrorism in Croatis, appravated the
Yupoala poiftical crisis, which aireedy had a long hisaey of el siife, md aromed propoios aff an armed
cnmﬂiﬂw&ﬂmqfﬁrﬁﬂﬂnnﬂrhmmmmmﬁmnﬁmdhﬁgm brewk-alevwna v fregfie v
gl Whar we Ruvat mom [ ar ieatirad ol fegirtmare self-dglinee immanont i the dismrical diganity o dmye
saatin. AR affprts direcied of gueiifing it py bangitine tragh foud well-organied propagemece emd ballyioa
antly revenl @ commierprodiictive and man-ffective e, exseniinll) chiuvimivie and pro-scist, whish srifles
et seartiomad interest ged Imaie dignind of o peupde fehring @ fue benls for el st angl civil rghix
w Jimagzes end Wordy of Hate : Yeor One &, Fawndstlon for Right to Petaror and Words, Luar Lalic, B 92
ARHITEL, 1996,

Y Apets wvair inberviewd plusieuss clloyens serbes de Croatie, un reporter, face & la cansénn el dovani
parterre d‘aulonomisics serbos, conclue ainsl san reportags [ w Ie thir the upinion of =l infobitamey af Kain, aff
mmmwmﬂ?ﬂhwmm’lﬁn‘,uamtthwﬂ-ummdnhn'rmpnmwﬂqubwwr
feelingy are giite fndicativg and alowls be cosmed with o i pgskie el b dheir nomes ™ fdem,
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premier est de manter le public serbo contre ses ennemis désignés ot de préparer le terrain & |a
guerrel i,

Autre tentative d'intimidation de |'opinion publique, fin janvier 1991, fa Télévivion Serbe
diffusait un document — v La véritd sur { ‘armement des _formations terroristes du HDZ en
Croatle » - filmé par le service de contre-cspionnage militaire (KOS) mi octobro 1990, gui
venait «wprouvers la responsahilied directe des dirigennts su pouvoir & Zagreb dans
Parmement clandestin. Dans ce document vidéo en poir et blanc, le public peut vair le
Ministre Croate de b Défense, Martin Spegel), filmé par une caméra eachée, expliquant san
plan daction contre les casemis yougnsiaves et promettant des liquidations. C'est du moins
e qu'nimonce la Téldvision Serbe parce qu'i |'deran, les mots pronongés par Martin Spegelj
sont inaudibles et ¢'cst une voix of f qui les répéte & Pantention des 18léspectateurs serbes ©
o And if something should happen, just give arders to all vour men * kil the extromists. On e
spol. On the sireet, In the barracks, wherever, Just shoot vight in the stomach, It is not gning
o be a war, but o efvll war withowt mercy. Not aven for woamen and children, Just pHant
framby into family apparimenis “H5, Faux o véridique, ce docoment, diffiesé & deux reprises
durant ls méme soirde, créa Peffet désird, 4 savoir un Sectrochoe dans I"apinion publique

serbe qui voyuit ainsi confirmé e carnetére intrinséquement mauvaks du pouvoir & Zaereb, .

"M On retrouve dous ees programemes fe tiémes di ressentiment serde tels quexprinids dans le Mémormd
de ' Acodémie de Belgrode en 1986, LA encare an malliplic & saticsd les interviews aver Jeg. Serbes de Craatic,
Telle femme déclartnt par ceemple ¢
o« Serhe were ready fo forget it nume and Feritage, hiv ancostoes, all for the bratherimnd and by,
iy s il cumeenmation cags, | e o lof of anesstors in o fmbs, However, (e peliie
smaaredi' Seeka in Crowfio conine ., »
= Yow mean ot polite ¥ o
- & Yeu The mafority of Seche wonld be covimitaned fn 10 yeaer o,
Interviewe um bomme déulare pour s pan : » Sornia and West Seem ethnofogicully and iivrically ebtolely
Balong o the Sordion pecple. Ba o ofl ather territorics inkablice by Secke. dt wonle be nbswrd fo frr Croatia,
o oy ather terrifary batt @ Sechion one o, Al questiog de ssvoir quels devealent selon ki #re los canteans
du nowvel Etat Serbe, un aulre hamme sépand | « The bammdarier af te Sordiaon evtenmcanmomay Region will be._
Thrare dx o Misivwleal Lk, Where Sorbiar bfooad was shad by the Dirtashny Brives, thers swill be gur b e o,
Dhams um mustre entretics, et trajsleme bomioe expligue 1« the Croair really wan @0 create e ndpenciany
whiate dhigy g dovo on their ethuie tervitteys Cardd yoy invagine hat thire peaple woald diagpss, thar these
mguniedr seoidd fll, or & Craaten flap falsted fmtead of the Serbdan one ? . Volr « Imager and oy of
Flate o Year One s, Foundation foe Right fo Plehwes g Wards, Lazar Lalio, B A2-ARMITEL, 1965
135 felomy, Wooir nussi 17, Hurtmowm, ool pp. 107-109



Les plus hautes awtorités morales of intellectuelles Serbes somt partic prenamts du
conditionnement de I'opinion publique pour justifier la gueme 4 venir avee la Croatie. A la
telévision nationale, du hout de leur autoritd incontestée, ils participent & Vinterprétation de ce
que sont les intérits vitaux de la Serbie. Les mppels incessants de I'Etat Croate Inddpendant et
des atrocités commises par Jes Qustachi servent d'alibi-aux objectifs politigues du régime &t
Sont & la base du développement o de I'intensification de lo haine inter-ethnique. Un
repostage téhévisé est ainsi consaeré le 4 o0t 1991 i une cérémonie d'excavation des resies de
martyrs de crimes oustachi — présentés au public dans des dizaines de petits cercueils,
présidde par |"Académicien Dobrica Cosie @ # One af the greatext sing of my generation, s
thix funcral which we perfarm fifty yeavs roo late, the Siweral of Prebilovas maripes. We
committed this sin hecause we foalishly believed that by Jergetiing e Lisrashi crime we
conlributed te the brotherhood of the Serbian and Croatian peoples »''s. Le paralltle entre e
passé el le présent, of |"on assimile le régime de Frandjo Tudjman & celul &' Ante Pavelic, est
fait pour pousser au paroxisme la haine anti-croate. On voit ainsi & "époque & ln Télbvision
Serbe un Jovan Raskovie, psychiatre, acodémicien et leader des Serbes de Croatie, déelarer
lors d'un meeting : « The genacide has hegun, and it depends on e Serbs tn Croatia and in
Serbia and the inernational factor, Europe and the world whether their movement will
reopen [is concentrafion camps and the pits used as collective formbs. Buf one thirrg i for sure
2 Seris will never again be led 1o the pirs by just & couple of Lstasi, Serbs have fa gt up o
grear resiviance and the genacidal fdea will collapre afong with the genocidal Croatian
srarg ™",

Cetie endance ira croissante aves le début de la guerre avee Ia Croatie © ce stra nolamment e

cas de la diffusion d'wn documentaire, intitulé *Umetnici o genocidu” (“Les professionnely du

118 4 fmapes and Words of Hiote @ Vear T s, Fovindution fire Right to Pietures el Words, Lazar Lalic, B 92-
ARHITEL. 1997,
V7 g,
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Eonocide)', relatant, sur la base de nombrews iémoignages, les exactions du gouvernement
croate d'Ante Pavelitch en 1941 ot desting & réveiller dans |a mémoire collective un sentiment
de persécution, identique A celul ressenti par les Serbes durant la Scconde guerre mosdiale,
avec § la clef Ia criminalisation du peuple eroate dans som ensemble! 1Y,

33, Limagoric des Turcs ot de la longue domination oftomane en Serbie sery elle aussi
abondamment utilisés pour dénigrer ls communauté bosniaque musulmane, prisentée comme
téte de pont de 'expansionnisme naturel des Turcs et done implicitement comme une menace
de reconstitution de ['Empire Ottoman d'antun,

56. Cette propagande médintique o été particulidrement réussie car elle a joué sur des ressorts
profonds, en s'appuyont sur des sentiments dursblement entacings dans la conscience
collective serbe, Au peuple serbe qualifié dinnocent ef juste sont systématiquement opposés
coux qui l'ont martyrisé au fil des sidcles et qu'il faut désormais mréter pour éviter que de

A Tarigine de eetie prétendus « nature glnockdsire w du peuplo eroale, on owve i travall du pavehiate
servie de Cromie, Jovan Rasskovie qui, dons un lvee Lo P fon (Lo Zemadind, allnit contribuer sy seveil du
pt:wk!ﬂh:tjw:]ﬁwhﬂélﬂmdlhﬂmd:%.?ﬂhﬂhﬂwutiﬂﬁsﬂmwm&whrﬂhlﬁm
serbe au problime des minoriids serbos de Croatic, de Bosnle of du Kosovo, pe so ddsulsilt sans oot iy
d'hemneur ot spéeialisie de cup questhins,.. San livee éuit du reste diffise en 1990 dans tawle a fédémtion au
travern d'une campaysie midiatigue (joomous et des elévislong) o il dtnit présenit conmon le plus grasd
Euéulliﬂl.ludﬂm‘cl:in.ll‘tdumépuquﬂnwwn,mﬂimmmdﬁuﬁnhmupuﬁagthm
I FEE- 989, puirern largement diis |"idéologle de Raskovic pour olarmer les populsticns serhes de Bosnle sur b
miciiece di cide fomeatée par les musitlneny bostinques qui ermic plosé sur ews. Karmidric, gui secédn il
lﬁ:duEDﬁgﬂn:éIlpm.l:tlimd-.'.Rmkﬂ'-i:,hm!mmhnqnlhd:mm1dmlﬂwdn=m.
Vair por exemple by déclartion =<Mation and State Above All=>, gu'll 3 prononede & I'Assemblie de Pale o
s 1996 - SRNA News, June 28, 1546 (flp:fivw, dobivnethonntan RS doanies. newslrs_news_infihiml).
Cosre o mature génocidoire v o peuple ernatt sem porticolisrement Dutruncstalisde par |e magozine Dugw, A
trnvers fa rubrique quis tenalt le joumalise et ngellectue] Brana Cmevic, Lz rdizal Vojisky Sesef] declarern lal-
mime. 4 plusicurs seprises que Jes Croates oo tnt que pensle gindliguement Hche sont ponds & pratbgaer le
génocide. Loz d'une rencontre en sepicmbre 1991 avee I'évéque orthodote Lukijen i Borove Sele, prés de
Wl svar en Croatle, §l taitalt publiquement ks Craates de pouple o gk o ot « pervers o st s, Yo
Erew, 1°82, B reptembre 1991, p29,

H® Florence MHanmann derit sinsi : o L aontage diffiod & wme houre de gramde deowe de 37 il 1001 d b
ilbdviston di Belprode jurtapasit les diseoars de Frango Tadiman o coux d date Povedic, Pailid o' Hatler et do
Auzralinl, Lex fewilletons rduchinlivent lex massucres oo PEloy eroanie ol Pavelic puilidy par lo e Iy
wmartprat sorbe refoyd yons cense sur det devos de S sideinion db Belgrode, le rap dy pored gui flnlessll par
difvarer fo préscet ding lex esprivs, My amelgames mire fex persdentions o auirefois of celles dons sermis
ergiourel"Nual vietitmas fus Sevhes dhs Croatly conteibiirent & inciior ot & fustfior o violence qut alloir suiwe, Sov
Peffet de fo propegetele, b Serbes ne dbignarent pinr lex Crocres que por be feeme o Chastaeiis ou de fincistes,
fea conyidérant comme des imtrasint de {hdpdoronile alloends en passs do order fo #™ Reich v, Milorevie,
apcit, pATL



nouveaus matheurs ne le frappent!20, En ce sens, los innombrables et douteux “paralléles
historiques” ont véritablement préparé, jour gprts jour, Fopinion publique & Péolatement du
eonfit,

57. En grossissant les faits, en en-simplifiant d'avtres, Tensemble de cos médias nlizient
devenir ies supports de I'idéologie nationaliste serbe, En ciéant dos « oppositions simples, en
désignant clulrement des adversaires, en utilisant des phrases-chocs ef des mats bien
affittés », ils allajent offrir 4 des millions de gens une lecture riductrice et primaire d'une
réalité autrement complexe et ambivalente 21

58, A la propagande unti-albpnaise des débuts va succéder ensuite une propagande anti-
#lovéne, anti-croate puis anti-bosniaque - propagande multiforme su serviee @'un seul et
méme ohjectif politigue ¢ la erdation d'un Etat pour tows les Serbes.

Paralltlement  la propogande dirigée contre les ennemis de I'extéricur, le contrile total
qu'exerce be Parti Socialiste de Milosevie sur ls Télévivion Serbe ui pemact de faire faire les
voix discordantes de I'intériear, Quand olles ne sont pas tout bonnement ignordes les actions
de I"apposition sont systématiquement dénaturdes el assimilées & des actes de trahison contre
Is Serbie. Le procédé typique de désinformation & |'euvre, dés qu'il s'agit de la couverture
médiatique, peut fre parfaitement illusté par ln fagon dent 1V Belgrade a présemé aux
téléspectntours ln grnde manifestation de "opposition du 9 mars 1991, Alors que 200.000
personnes se réunissent A Belgrade devant le sidge de la TS pour exiger |e départ de la
direction de celle-i, le mssembloment fourne 4 I'affrontement au cours dugquel un policier e

wn maenifestant trouvent ln mort. Le soir méme be présenmteur du joumnl télévisé présente les

120 smi, wiesi-oe pas un hosued si, comme Féoril Stanco Ceravie, - ot i déclencienenit d la grerre o
lo Sorbly, o rlEcivion serbe nd diffiecit que den edoits dpouveniibles, fous restds, dver sémoing
e <fubripuds>= & logpd, mee ley eriser e fes vials commis por lor Musidmans on fes Croates ()" In
| enlurmplion ext-elle poocible face & fo propogaide P7 e, 19

12 Sar ces procemus & I'seuvre, vl Henri Madelin, “byfbrmarion «f ibiologte, Télbvilom én guerre®, Le
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Evénements de fagon tronqués’? : Ie journal est construit autour de la mort du policier, dont
les images de la veuve, en larmes et portec & bout de bras, sont largement diffusées. Rien n'est
Par contee dit du deuxidme mort, un jeae manifesiant de diz-sepl sns — que |a commumigué
du Ministére de ["Intérieur, Ju & la télévision, ipnorera tgalement'®, Des images, flmées et
diffusées par In wlévision inddpendante NTV Smidio B, dont Iaire de diffusion o5t limitée & a
capitale, montrent pourtant unc version fort différente de fa vérité officielle. Cos Images
montrent en effet une foule deoutant ealmement les discours des leaders de I'opposition et que
c'est l'emploi par les forces de ["ordre de gaz irritants pour disperser les manifestants quii
margue le début de 1"effusion de sang. De telles images, contredisant Ia vitritd officielle, ne
seront pas montrées & la télévision nationale, ol les scénes de brumlité policiére sont
censurdes ol of seoles celles « prouvant » la violence de I'opposition seront voes par los
téléspectateurs, Alors que des manifestations étudiantes de protestation ont liew dis le
lendemain, les événements de la veille dominent I'sctuslité télévisée - les images d'un
discours du Président Milosevic au Parloment, dans lequel celui-ci mel en eause la main de
étranger & travers 'action de |*opposition'® sant largement diffusées. Parallélement, le
régime encourage toutes les composantes sociales 4 lo soutenit et & dénoncer les
manifestations étudinntes ¢t de |'opposition. La télévision nationale leur ouvre grandes ses

portes, notumment au journal wélévisé ob sont lus des appels & purticiper 4 une grande
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munifestation de souticn devant avoir liew le jour méme', Cette manifestation de soutlen sera
largement couverte par TV Belgrode, qui accorders une place centrmle o discours de
l'académicien et Vice-Président du parti su pouvelr, Mihajlo Markovie, stigmatisant les
traitres 4 In Serbie ot dressant un pandpyrique & Slobodan Milosevic : o Just when the meo-
ustashas are getting ready for the decivive artack an Knin, right at the moment an invisible
hand has started the mecanism for the destruciion of Serbia. Since the timi of Peter [, we
haven't been blessed with such an extremely capable, hamest and courageons loader,
Slobodan Milasewic ™1,

Les médias pn cmur de la guerre yougoslave

59, L'sction de la propagande sur les populations pour les amener 4 adhérer aux politiques
nationalisies guerritres a pris la forme de véritables campagnes d'opinion. Tantit il s'est agi
de justifier la conquite de temitoires qualifiés dancestraux mais occupés par lennemi -
enncmi qu'il a bien fallu "chasser”, tantdt de dénigrer me cthnie ou une nation pour mieux
légitimer la violence employée 4 son encontre (c'est-d-dire en fait se poser en victime du
naticnalisme des aulres pour macux alimenter son propre nolionalisme:..) o, encom, do
réduire & néant ou presque toute forme d'opposition 127 aux pouvoirs nationalistes & Fintérieur

de chacune des républiques,
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Milica Lucic Cavie, journaliste su sein du secteur audiovisue! public serbe durant [a BuIre,
résume bien le dévoiement de la télévision d'Eiat et de cerfains professionnels dans 1'setion
qui a été |u leur dans Je conflit : « In these wartime years felevition has completely pushed
aside its initial function — to provide information — and has became a propagands tapl, a
propaganda vehicle that served the stafe. Many reparters working on felevision Srrgat thar
there was a codex, that @ jonrnalist's duty was to provide timely and accurare reporing and
they served some other aims. These other aims were 1o kindle disposition for war, fo ignite
eihnic hotred, which naturally made i easier for the war fo flare, in those mews reporis, in
thase news staries, there were always the good guys and the bad guys. Churs are the good
guys, they are not murderers, they are members of o velestial people, a keroic nation: the
others are the killers, the others have perpetrated crimes against 1, the others are mupported
by a warldwide conspiracy, the Vatican, America, the CIA, the KGB, masons, and who knaws
wwtheat o 12,

La guerre va necélérer le dévolement de professionnels s muant en acteurs, pour ne pas dire
en soldats du conflit. En contradiction avec |"éthique de la profession, on verra par exemple
des reporiers participer & |'interrogatoire de  prisonniers Croares etlou  Musulmans
bosninques'®, prendre dircetement partic pour I'um des protagonistes du conflit'®, présenter
comme Wmoins de crimes des personnes trop proches ou trop Cloigndes des fuits rapportds,

gic.
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L'émetion suscitée sur I'opinion publique par la diffusion d'images de corps de vietimes
tiviles serbes innocentes, ou ln namation de tels faits, est une technigue qui sera largement
utilisée par |a Téldvision Serbe pour provequer une réaction d'horreur envers I'ennemi et par
ricochet de soutien au régime — que |"on considére 1a guerre en Croatie ou en Boenie. La
Télévision joue sur IMémotivité du public en présentant des tropédies individuelles pour
lesquelles le téléspectateur ne peut que compatir, on 1'sbscnce de tout mécanisme de
protection ~ particuliérement dés lors qu'il s'agit des ftres les plus fragiles que sont les
enfants. On peut illusirer cecl par les trois exemples suivants.

Alors que les combats font rage en Crontic, TV Belgrade diffuse Je « témoignage »
d'un dignitaire religieux orthodoxe d'un monastére de Zenom - Friar Filares - qui, dssis
devant une table sur laquelle repose un criine humain noirei, sur lequel ln caméra fiit des gros
plans successifs, moonte :

= Ustashi raided w Serbian village mear Kikurzeri, They capiured (litfe Lifa and
made his mother watch them eut the boy's throat, Then they took his bady away "

Reparter : “J¢ happenied on fifs birthday 2"

- "Ves, ont August 2, this year. The boy's mother ran after them bagging then to give

frer fizr san's hady; bt they careied him away and larer burned his copse. The skl e

e only thing lgff. Bur she wouldn 't have gor ever Iy skall if it hotn 't been for one

woman who, elthough a cathollc, was humane and compassionate enough fo show her

the place-where her son was buried, So ghe wemt there and found only this charred

sl 1H,
Autre exemple, co “reportage-portrait” d'un jeune gorgon serbe de Bosnie narrd par un
reporier de guerre de TV Belgrade 1« This Is my new friend Cyetko , Jt was the war that made

our paths cross. [ wish if haedn'l, not in this woy, Until the war, he used 1o lve here and he

1 g fiapes avd Wards of Mo - Year Two v, Foengation fir Bight to Plemees ond Words, Lazr Lotic, B 92-
ARHITEL, 1997.



had everything (des images d'une maison saccagée sont montrées). Now, at 14, he has hix
youth and nothing else and no one else (le feune gargon est filmé en train de se recueillir sur
frais tombes, avec yne ausigue- de circonstance). It was 7 in the marning thar Saturday,
January 16", 1993, Muslim troops raided his village. They killed his mother Inanka, father
Novek ard sister Mitra, while hiv elder brother vanished without & trace. Just for the record,
this s the fate of little Cvetho Ristic, the fate of @ small nation*!?, Troisitme exemple, ce
reportage de gucrre sur la mon de deux garpons serbes lors de combats & Testic, en Bosnie, et
diffisées sur la RTS: « Insiead fo o truce, there were mew victims in Testic ... Alifa's
missiles have killed iwo boys in the sireets of Testic, o 9-year-old Marko Parevie and 12-
years-old Igor Jovamovic " (diffusion d'images prises sur des tombes fleuries et de photos des
enfants). Suivent alors des images du pére de 1"un des deux garcons, effondré devant sa
maison ct disant au reperter : “Let's go howe, please... | can't stand ir... He was playing right
there... Ustashi shat him... The motherfuckers !". Le pére se salsit alors du micro du reporter
el crie ; « | swore at my fon's grove that | will get my revenge | », Lies téléspectateurs sont
alors introduits dans fa maison ; sur ford d'image de la phote du gargon sa mére plere :
« They took away vour foyfull youth, my son ! How am ! going te live without you ? Oh, God,
where are you know ? Help us if you are ot there”, Puis, do nouvesy, images du pére, blessé

i "The world doesn 't see this, cuvse on it | Cursed be America [ Milosevie, my precious [ Help

as, please 1714,

4 la f i
600, L'objectif’ politico-militaire d'un Etat pour tous bes Serbes, qui suppose le rattachement de
territoires bosnieques o croates ol vivent des populations serbes, a éé sppuyé par les médias
scrhes qui ont servi d'outils de lgitimation de I'usage de la foroe et de la violence,

W32 “torgges aid Words of Hare @ Year Throe®, Foundation for Right to Plonres amd Wowds, Larsr Lalie, B 63,
ARHITEL, 1995,
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C'est encore la Télévision Serbe que choisita Slobodan Milosevic en juillet 1991 pour donner,
dans un discours, le signal que In guerre est désormais inévitable'™, De méme, les plis hautes
Butorités militmires occupent-elles alars le petit écran — se multiplient ninsi les reportiges
rendant compte des visites de Milosevic aux Forces Armdes ot sur le bon degré de préparation
de celles-ci en cas de besoin, et c'est le Ministre de la Défense, Veliko Kadijevie, qui
annoncs, dans un discours retransmis par |a télévision nationale, |a décision d’intervenir en
Croatie. Dés cet instant tout est fait pour souder I"opinion publique derridre Jo régime, des
témoignages de soutien affluent & la RTS. Comme par exemple cous adressés aux convois de
I"Armée quittant Belprade sous « I'encouragement des étudiants » et se dirigeant vers le front
ennemi : « We filmed this long comvay arewnd 2 AM. on the Belgrode-Zagreb highway,
Several hundred students come down on the highway cheering the Yugosiav Army convay”,
Le lendemain, filmés devant le défilé interminable des convois militaires, des témoignages de
citoyens serbes, sélectionnds, se succédent @ I'écran pour galvaniser |"apinion publique et
favoriser un front uni commun ; « This should have happened long ago. Tonight we will all go
and defend our cowntry » | “You are ready to defend it *")" Ar any ftime "5, Dans le bruit des
armes et des combats qui succéde, seules les opinions les plus favorables sux ohjectifs de
conguéies temitoriales auront le dreit de eité. Les priscs de positions d'un Vojislav Sesclj sont
alors systématiquernent médintisées, welle ceme déclaration faite en septembre 1991 devant le
Parlement Serbe et diffusée par Télévision Belgrade: « Karlobag-Ogulin-Karfovac-
Viravitaca musi ke onr option and the army minst withdraw its froops to this fine. If they

cannof withdrawn from Zagreb withous fight, they should pull out wnder fire, and consianily

M “Sarbio cownt proect (el fram the war io which if sy be expased I 1 & noe ready for it and i i bocomes
Pl i @ bl thed i eamnor hoppen, [t reafiness should, for mow, be exoeomad fratly, witfin the Vi)
Matfeesal Army amel secumdly, winlhin ie men ormed forces, comprised’ gf the Serbian Toreitoetol Armip nais
wihieh are trained fo defend e Ropoblio of Sechio, The Serbime Territorial drmy forves Save modern equipmn
and, ywhan it eomes o fielr mamber amnd quality of trddming, ey are mperior to xmilar oo outvide Serbda,
inciulng their ao-colied <<porc-mifitary wnits==, Thiv s whai the citirens of Seriio shoald krew amd rabe mo
aecoim ', ¢ fimages and Words of Hive © ¥aor Tvo p, Foundastion for Riphis to Pictures amf Woads, Lavar Lalie,
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shell Zagreb, The army still has unused resources, If ity troops are in danger it has b righi
fo use napalm bombs and everything else it has in lts arsenals. It is more important fo save an
army unit than to fear there might be caswaltiey. It's their own fault. They wanied war, mow
dhey hawe ik

61. La iélévision de Belgrade s'est employée & justifier, de fagon syssématique, le recours 4 la
force et done 4 la violence par les serbes, en assenant au public des affirmations simplistes qui
n'apporient en fait que trés rarement une information ou indication précises - ne semit-co que
sur les dates ou les lieux par exemple. La couverture des combats & Vukovar par 1a Télévision
serbe est particulibrement écliirante en Ia matidre : dans Ja fagon de présenter les évinements
— et notamment les pertes infligies 4 "ennemi, tout est fait pour faire croire au public que les
Serbes défendaient la ville.

A travers reportages el commentaires agrémentés d'images, la télévision s’emploie & cultiver
I haine inter-ethnique et religicuse envers la communauté croate, catholique : un jugement
global les dépeint eoinme inhumains — rendont de la sorte plus facile, voire légitime, lour
humiligtion, leur destruction et leur élimination. Pour y parvenir, les covoyds spéciaux
multiplient interviews de miliraires et de civils, A cet égard 'interview - devant Ia ligne de
front - de Llija Kojic, commandant ¢ Quartier Général de la Défense Territoriale pour la
région de Slavonie et de Boranja, tbmoigne de la participotion de "Armée Fédémie
Yougeslave & cetie entreprise de démonisation. Intermogd par le journaliste de la Télévizion
Serbe sur le fait que les Oustachi ubilisaient des femmes e des enfanis serbes comme
boucliers humains (on notere ici 'absence de conditionnel dans la question...), le militaire
confirmait sans spporier sucune prewve d cete affirmation: « Well, that & nnfortunarely
carrect, i proves they are weak, [t proves they are imhuman, [t shows how for they are
prepared (o go, they are nol anly sacrificing Serbs, whom diey have imprisoned and arresfed

198 e,



and kept ax hoviages, but also their own Croaty who did not go along with them v197. ., Les
émoignages de civils recucilfis par les reporters sur place & Vukovar sur de prétendues
atrocités commises par les « Oustachi » n'apportent aucun &lément de preuve & ces allépations
et les témoins ne sont jamais des témoins directes, Dans un reportage qui ¥ @5t consacré, un
journaligle montre & la caméra des dents en or dans la paume de sa main et affirmio : « J am
holding in my hand some golden teth, they told me these teatl) were wxfracied with o fervife,
Jrom practically living people, which they killed”. Plus loin, le journaliste poursuit,
interviewant un vieil hamme en uniforme vert :
- #Do you have any exomples of anyone being killed, slaughtered or having
suffered similur atrociies
= "llgfl earlier but ay { know there were other kinds of torture™
«  "What happered 7"
= "Well, they slaughtered, gouged out eyes, eut gff ehildren s fingers. In baking pans
ot liberated rerritaries we fornd children they wanied fo roast. Soldiers with heads
cut off the injured were disembowelled
= "They have no mercy even on those wounded P
- “They have no mercy on anvane, | don't krow kow thar iz, what are they. animals
or what, they are nof fiman "1
Tout est fait pour stigmatiser I"adversaire. Dans cete optique, les médias serbes mettent
continuellement P"oaccent sur les crimes commis par e régime Croate lors de Ia Seconde
guerre mondiale — les Wléspectateurs sont par exemple incités & cmire que la nation croate
dans son ensemble est génocidaire, le public serbe étant alors conditionné & verser dans |a
haine inter-cthnique, Toojours lors du sidge de Vukovar, ls Télévivion Serfe anmonce, fort 4
proped...,, qu'un témoignege histodgue inddit venant d'8ore publié et faisant dat de sources

I Volr imager aed Words aff Hate - Vakovar 1994, prodult per Lazar Lalle, ARHITEL, The Righi i Plomures
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italiennes confirme que la Croatic oustachi nvait bien I'intention de réduire & néant le peuple
Serbe lors de la Seconde gucrre mondiale — volonté dont serait implicitement et épalement
portenr la Croatie de Frandjo Tudjman : « 4 very special histarical testimonial hay Just
recently been publivhed on Croatian Ustashi crimes over the Serbs during the so-colled
Independant State of Croatia. Previously undiscovered secret docyments af the lilian Army
say. among other things, that Zogreb had a Church-State profect of total Serb annilitarion
(..} In those several wonths in 1941, praceically from the birth of the Indeperdent State of
Croatia on April 10, all through April-May 1942, inaxmuch as the [talians were there 1o
recoveds the events, the number af casualties reached a mmber probably greater than 80,000,
Every serious researcher could easily confirm this, but regardiess of this figire, here it says
46.286 people = Serlbs, and it pives the dates, places, mames of perpetrators and indicares
where those documenis can be found "1,

Autre exemple, 8 propos de ln Bosnie cette fois-cl, lors du journal éiévisé du 2 aolt 1992, e
pidsentateur affirmatt que "les forces croates et musulmmes veulent iminer tout ce qutil y a
de serbe sur ces licux. La termeur, la haine fanaiique, le génocide physique e moml sur les
serbes de Bosnde, les sgressions cn temifofre serbe entront dans leur optique politiqoe ot
militairs",

62. Pour donner plus de poids & ces assertions, le monfage des images diffusées joue
pleinement sur ln souffranee dhommes ot de femmes pour engendrer la haine, Lors de son
journal wldvisé de |9H30, clest-d-dire Ihewre 4 laguelle 2.5 millions de serbes sont rivds
dovant lear petit deran, In #TE montrera des images insoutenables (cadavres dhommes, de
femmes e denfants - présentds comme serbes alors quiil st impossible de les identifier

comme tels - en gros plans @ cerveaws delatds, coms décomposés, ete; maisons ef églises
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détruites, tombes peofndes...) qui sont présentées comme des preuves de I'agression fite aux
serbes. Comme si cefa ne suffisait pas, ces images sont accompagnées et appuydées par une
rhétorique guerridre simpliste mais efficace chargde de désigner les ennemis du peuple serbe.
Les musulmons somt traitds de “moudjahidines”, de puemiers du “djihad® ou de
“fondamentalistes musulmans”, wus ces qualificatifs éant bien évidemment mis en parallile

avee le rappel de ['occupation ottormane et son ot de converskons forctes 4 [slam...

i isor I pdve

63. Les commentnires faits par les joumalistes serbes, v compris dans les Jourmau,
proserivent les termes "bosniague” ou “forees bosniaques” au profit d'expressions péioratives
et connotées e plus négativement : on reléve entre autres Fexemple des “guerriers d'Ali 140,
armés par Saddam Hussein" qui ménent “une guerre sainte au nom de Pislam®. Le 17 aodt
1992, le journaliste de Télévision Belgrade, Ranko Elez, traitait singi péle-méle les forces
Musulmanes besninques de « fondamentalistes islamistes », d"<<fslamistes chauvinlsres>>
et stigmatisait les « hordes cruelles d'Aljja [Mtzebegovic] v/, A cela s'gioute que la Serbie est
historiquement présentée comme le rempart contre linvasion islamiste en Evrope. ..

64, De leur obté, les croates eof leurs combattants somt désignés sans nuance

d'<<Oustachis!42>> ou de fascistes se battant au nom de IAllemagne. La presse et s
télévision serbes tentent de montrer & leur public que le pouvoir croate, avee 4 sa 1éte le
président Tudiman, n'est rien d'autre qu'une réminiscence du pouveir « custachi » de ln
Seconde Guerre mondiale. Politka Ekspres fait ce paralléle dans son édition du 27 juillet 1991

lorsqu'il rend comple de la pour des Serbes de Croatie face & la « milice croate w ot & son

140 Cexta-dire Adija Becthegovie, chel'do I'Eint hasmiague,
141 pfilies Pesie, opcit.p36,
142 Pagivtes croaies aliiés de I'Allemagne earfi o1 di Ptk mussalinkenne dumat |s Seconde Geierrs mandiale.



embléme (lc sahovnica) s'inspirant du drapeau du régime fasciste croate allié des S8 et
d’ Hirler. .,

D'une fagon générale, les reporiages de guere réalisds par les envoyés de lo Téldvision Serbe
sur les fieux de combat seront tout entiers tournds vers cet objectif de stigmatisation de
V"ennemi. Dans 'un des premicrs reportaies de guerre consecré aux combats en Croatie et
diffusé aux actualitds de 19H30, la description qui est faite aux téléspectateurs du CHmp
ndverse est symptomatiqoe de ce gue seta pendant des mois la couverture middiatique : & The
panic-siriken Tudjman's mercenaries and villains, calling themselves the guards, have
barricaded themselves in the centre of Kostafnica, shooting af everything. We alsa found out
that a horde of butchers from the Tudfman'’s Block Legion is headed towards Banije. The
horde of mercenaries and murdevers thirsty of Serbian blood barricaded In Kostajnica seem
for relize that they have been written aff™14,

65. Les ennemis des serbes sont compards & des forces démoninques, & travers un vocabulaine

éudié pour susciler la peur et lo haine!®, Le 21 Janvier 1993, un reportage de Tdlévirion

M3 Vo w Jmugen cond Wordy of Hore : Year Tia s, Famdatiae for Right & Pictiees and Wards, Lagar Lakie, B
Q:-ARHITEL, 1997

154 La rerminolopic emplayie darm ks médies sorbes  pour stigmatiser ennemi leur 1 &é lmposée par bes
politiques ou irvers de diseesives non derit. |1 leor @t ains! demand de ne plus dine de commentaines du type
i les forces do Crotle pnt siipged ce village » mois de parler 4 b place do o hordee ousachis v ou de « hondes
barbares fAsckm-vaticanes o qui onf o oitaqué oo village v, Yoir por exemple le témofgnage du journslese de
I"Agenee Faayig Backo Dikdic mppart por Cathering Fumblat, in o Eo-Vougredode | medies Gutenes ohe guorere
L hysideie <<poteiotipne>> n, Le Moo, 23 fuilles 1983, p5.

O noters que cefte terminaldgie ne som pas-sans offet sur 1o figon de peser el de porer du public on péeéml,
Le viseabiatalre Gabriqud par les midins serbes sous contrdle, of peincipalement la TS, s%est o elfet imposé dans
Is mmnitre doni bos individis 2 expriment. Dans les trés nombrenx idmoignages et erretions rfalisds aves des
efvils, co somt ginul les mimes ovpresions, s ménes tumnuees gul mevienpent ssis cedse, Comane & Ta
Télevision. le mot « plnocide » o5t pur exenple employe 3 ot ot & revers, On o'l rend Blon comple dans ce
meporizge sur lo blocage, 8 Ljubavifa, de "aide humanisire oneslenne & destingiion de Srebrenicn ef de Bramunac,
dans lequel le meperer interviewe plusiours femmes serbis sur beurs mothemions. Lewrs séponsey eolient au plus
pris pu discours joumalistgue propogasdisie | « My soer waee Eiled dn ghis war, £ don 't waed iz abd fo feed s
envmion | They comarifted genpeivle opaing the Serbs, they saphiered, coutrated, goujed ayey and o we
hol fed them so that they cowld B oll 175 "y only son and @ 23-pear-old grardsee gor kiled {8 don't
want anyone 1o help the Ukiaalil | They buomed dows my hoste | Bhof more do- they want ™5 " foaf a 17 pears
ol dryuer g oy fovbard §  won't G theem k0 agaie 1 ote, g aed Wards of Hate @ Yeur Theee®,
Foundntion for Right to Pictures snd Words, Lazar Lalie, B 92, ARHITEL, 1994,

Les mots, lea expressions qub sonl otilinds por les porsonnes loerviowdes aonl coux appria & la télévishon —
strisetisrmnl mentnlement (e discours et s office de o pré-d-penser .
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Belgrade effectué sur ke front croste prévient ainsi les 1éléspectatours Serbes : i Be carsful
with ustashas. Even when they are dead they can kill you s"5, .

Le manichéisme bons-méchants vaut dgalement pour la description des combats, Les
teponages montrant les forces serbes en mouvement ne comportemt mucune imnge de
destruction, de victime civile. Lorsque les forces serbes atiaquent une ville, I'action est
présentée comme un moyen de défense : selon la terminologie officielle, |es serbes n'AfAguEaT
jamais les premiers! 90, Le contraste est safsissant avee les reporiapes relatant les offénsives
opérées par les troupes crobtes, qui n'épargnent ricn mais qui détruisent tour, o qui égorgent
systématiquemnent les civils serbes ! Soldats croates et musulmans - "sales, laches et droguds”

4% Cite par Milica Pesie, o citp 36

46 A, wy mament de In prise de Vikovar v Stavouie, e soir, sur | premiére. chuloe, e journl de TV
Belgrade présente I balsille d'un ton ainguenr : « morre armde contrilfe fer situation * las faveites il gt
dfit roculer =, Rappoctd par bein Ared, « L deran sran affiod o, Téldroma, n=2180 du 23 octobre 1991, p68,

N est vmi qu'3 la Téldvivion Serbe fes combats & Vukovar oni toojours 40 présentéh comme une action de
# fibération w de taville - & preove cet exirait de reponuge rinbisd per Pun de ses envoyds spéeta sur be lermaln
& Toceislon Je In prise de contrdle J*un des quartiers de la ville par les troupes sorhes @ & Anather in & series of
wictorees i tae bottle for Vukovar —the faH of the infimaos Milove brda, te Last gasis of Ustashi fighters in the
upper pest ol the fown, proving diet aomy issesments were shaolutly realistic. As of sy, the Yougostay Tlag is
waving on the lown's highesl paini. Tho cifizens from this pan of wwn have come o0t from their shelsess (o
cmlace the feedom they had waited for so bong. ln this militory operstion, Yugealsy People's Anmy it wire
accampanied by brave local temitorial defense unite. This successfully completed aperation has hecome one of
the mast sipnilieant vitlories in the cempabng 1o herate Yukovar Fighting shde o side, the Army and terrisorial
defence units e 4 significant deive b Pioiinks strect, finally taklag and connecting with the Hheesions of
Mituvo brelo, 18 needs in be said that enemy resissanee was crushed without fosses. Preseatly the Army s palling
il the exhasited civilians i the oocuphed anens and moving the to sy, The suffering and pain in their eyes
have given way in fears of joy, kisiog md embrazing il liberutor, sod « thousind and one <<thank you, fook
yous=", Vodr fiager and Wards of Hate ! Vakavar 199, produit par Lazar Lobie, ARMITEL, The Righi re
Pictres cord Werely agpeaionst Coniornfp omad Abure of Mecie, 1995,

Le commentaire journalistique afer au piblic serbe, srmme elef de lecture du conflit, duss ke codre dy joumal
livisd de TV Belgrode ne fuir pas davantage preavis de recul of verse dans 13 cadentun, Le sitge de Vakovar
41 nindd justifeé par Ratke Dmidrovie, lo présentaieur des actualiies de 19HI0 ; o fn Vikovar more tm o
Mhrivinsnirid Serby are foared to fiave ke uchered by the Croatan reo-fincs, foehuding severa! dozen Serfion
ehildren wha have fallan victha ta the Ustash! keiver. Badies of entive fomilics are sill! betng found sloughicred
ot S verye dupeateps of thede homyes, This senert &t of greot Serbiom marordom, For the par meatt, Vikavar
outrkivte hanee heen fist otecr Gt of o g concentration eome ", o fmeeges did Woree of Hete © Yoar To o,
Fomadarion for Right to Plorsres ond Word'y, Lavar Lalic, B 92-ARHITEL, 1997,

Anire exemple, oot eximit dio progamme o No-one s Tle me » diffissd Je 12 décambeo 1991 sur In Secands
chaine de Radio Selgrace, dsns fequel Milos Bojovie, dépad du Partl secialivle m Parlenent serbe, déckare |
u iy are you axking me shout war? Fow st olvoe b thee Serbia Iy nof af wae! Serbls Is nor o war! Nor s
Krafina. Ar war are Uiashi authorities in Crodavia, and vau fierve wimessed how they o it in @ wily, perfdiows
iy, they fune properced o genoctde ugdinag Serby, they simply weant i eradicvate . B @ i ot anly wer, Ar
play are [nfgress af Geemiany, Jhaly and dusteia... onall people gt o el of doflars ared pow comn dio aapihing
with them, Bt Secbe are different, they conmat be bribed o bought, thep o ever ready fo digfoid Broir
homurdouned, their state, thoir Feddm, That i history, thar by o genetie fegoey in Serk geres, But ol the cardr are
v i that bl et everpthing b cleur There are three lurgent denomirutfon, the Cathalic mre, the Muslim
quae g e ethadox one, e best and brightent mnong theat, Mew all vty sre mode fo emidave alf Orifodor
W.lnﬂn'q;.fnﬂmﬁrrrﬂudm for furee iex fretey prendley =pewery, Bt thar shall not heppen! .
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- sont oppasés aux combattants serbes eélébrés comme courageusx et téméraires, toujours prits
A se porter an secowrs de la victime et de Vinnocent™7. Quand cette image d’Epinal est
sérieusement écornde, comme par exemple lorsque le 2 ot 1992 le New-Fork Newsday
révéle I'existence do camps serbes en Bosnie-Herzdgovine et que s communautd
internationale, 4 travers I"ONU, nomme le 14 aoiit un rapportenr speeisl de la Commission
des droits de I'homme, o RTS viendra au secours de Rodovan Karadsie, Lors d'une interyview
en direct su journal 181évisé du soir, celui-ci peut tranguillement démentir ces accusations sans
&ire aucunement géné par les questions du présentateur ou par des iémoignages contredisant
ses diresie, |

tifh. Pour Catherine Humblot, journaliste su Morde, c'est méme toute « numw mytiedogie
Ewerricre (qui) s'est élaborde, plorifide par la téldvision de Belprade & fravers des hivas
dignes des bandes dessinées, tel le capitaine Dragan surgi aver ses miliciens du ford des
ténthres séculaires »149... L RTS et la presse ont de ce point de vue une responsabilité

particulidre pour avoir travesti des erimes de guerre en actions héroiques perpétrdes par des

147 Deus correspondances de guerre de TV Belprade, de Mostar, illustrent cette fagon de peocider. Le premics
rapporte 1o destruction d'one caserne de I'Ammi ; « Crrrent miomis v Sosirda wwere recuntly ansiciated in
Mustar, Riply gfter the peoee talks and o the very eve of B, fhie arigy Sercke << Sevorni fogors = war
ddorar gy, B s ploveredt by Ustanfnl and carvied aut by fifiod warckors with o cruely typical of oth, §t ke
the first thae Jthod st foot e Eurgpean 26if”, Dana woe acire conespondance, 'ennenn actuel s6 plu
explicilement compore svee V'ennemi d'hier ; @ e ahuy o the Mosor froatling has been rolatfeely peercefill
witheut sigaificant military provecation. In ploces, koweer, the Urfarhi lmmeh occarfaral aftacks, but thoe ore
abviptsly oo wet o monnd an all-ont giftnsive Tholr commeda bl mv cfosse o eaid e Hbermied
ferrifory. Expectully werrirome e roports ol wiar 8 foppering fr the Serbs of Rutke Garw and Bogoand wieee
pwus der hrew Inmedveed Seeby were savegely susdocred und all tieie property destrayed, The crime resnemili
Mg covimitted by the Dotayhd i 1943°, Y97 “fnoges grd Words of Hate - Yeor Three ", Fomdation for Ripgk
ta Pioterce amd Ko, Lazar Lalie, B 92, ARIITEL, 1995,

MY prisemimenr : « Mr. Karudeic, good ovening, May wit please, fore powre comment o the aldegetiores thal
thera wre comyps o wiich Serby rarfure Croors oad Midime 2

Rodsvan Karodzsc 1 " Goodl everimg. During sy siap b Lestdar, we lnelted Britlsh regperives io came amd visit all
locurtinny with snalh mifeged coumipe. They visited forw focotions (n Serbiv, dncfwding Lontve They winind Pole
amd i e wis no cump. fhere, they s @ pevdfortiany @ Kuli whore criminals and POR 'y are ket dn
drcent comlitions. Today fhey have vizited Cmarska wnd Prifedor, We affer onr every cormer for [nfermationa)
psprection .

“Pagex and Wordy of Hute @ Fear Theew", Foundation for Bight to Pieturey and Wordy, Lazor Lakie, B 02,
ARHITEL, 1994

149 1o Mande, 23 juillet 1993,



W seigneurs de guerre » (tels Arkan, Dragan et Seselj'¥) érigés en exemples ou en modéles

Bux yeux des t¢léspectateurs ef des lectours!,
67, Les médias croates ou bosnisques ne sont certes pas exempts de eritiques tant ils ont eux
Aussi usé et sbusé de qualificatifs discedditamt les serbes, dont celui de “terroristes

whetniks! 52°_ Sj lon fait une comparaison entre I propagande nationafiste serbe, cronte o
bosniaque, on constate que la premitre surpasse les deux nutres tant par I'échelle quo par le

contenu des messages médintiques délivrés |33

La paranofa du complot

68. Mais ce qui distingue profondément le nationalisme serbe, c'est son cancténg paranoiagque,
On peut lillustrer par In permanence, dans les médias et dans les discours des hommes
politiques, de dée de complot contre lo pation serbe.  Vectour principal de la théare du
complot international dont serait victime la Serbie, la Roefo-Téldvision Serbe met ainsi
systématiquement en avant eette thise dans ses reportages of dénonce « le monde fond) et
nous faire courber ['échine, sacrifier notre honneur et nos fréves de Bosnie ef de Croatié b, ce
sur fond d'images de populations serbes en exil e de soldats serbes massacrést™.... Peu wpris
les débuts de la guerre avec la Croatie, ef devant le soutien qu'suraient apporté & cetie

hrﬂémmﬁmmmdcinmmmmmhmmm—h%nrmﬂﬂﬂgmde

U8 Poditka Edspres, pariant de Sesclj of do ses troupes, et ¢n rélation avec les Gvinements srveuss & Borvo
Sulp, pris de Vulovar, céldbrt dans son ddition du 4 vril 1990, o ces vilmleniren porils oifendre o peple
serk mracd ..

Pl apris, pratiquant I'smalgame et denaturant les fis, Seselj déclarait 1¢ 3 mai & NTV Stfi 8, propos repris
par Barbe le 10 mai: « Borove Selo indicated thar Serbe are armed_ ey hifiod 12 Ui, Tt Iy Serb
feraism... @ have contocts with those Seeby in Barave Selu,.where the mufor role war plored by the Ehvinic
movemient. Clotnlk arms trivmphed an 2 My b Borovo Sele, not even 15 Ultash] could take one Serk Chenik
We samt ane vuluntoees svernvhane, the best avies ore dn Zuxgreh, Miase reained for apeeiul peidy gl terrarise
aetinng i,

RV et Ak el bused fim. §abeys kiee e, Diljana Movgic, Dge 22 lnuany4 Febranry 1994,

152 Eyrpémistes serbes.

153 Cente “perfeerion”, ee “savair fhire” serbe et alor matérinliad o ox-Y ougostuvie par un cliché qui dit gu'en
comparalsen "Gochbels delt uwy enfam” - |alssind entendre par B que la propaznde serbe dsit encone plis
efficace que fa propogende nase ol son princigsl artizan,

4 Yeponets sans fromtieres, La Mberid de lo presse dans e monde, Rappart 19893, pp 130-139,
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prendra souvent pour cible le Vatican of I"Allemagne, considérés comme les gllidy histeriques
de la Croatie. Ainsi diffusers-t-clle un TepoTiage couvianl une manifestation de rue accusen o
Witican de soutenir lo « régime fasciste oustachi». Une femme dgde, braodissant upe
banderale sur [aquelle st inserite le slogan « Vatican Satan », déclare ainsi : « The Pope
shauld go to Jasenovac ! The Pope is an Ustashi 1", Dans le méme reporinge sont diffusées
les images de I'histocien Ratko Petrovie, un haut-parleur @ la main, haranguant les
manifestants en ces termes @ w The genocide over the Serbian people has been poing under the
auspices of Vatican, This is now going 1o stap e L0 A peu prés au méme moment
"Allemagne éait dircetemient nccusée détre A la téte de ce complot par e Ministre de la
Deéfense Serbe, Veljko Kadijevie, dont Je communiqué éait lu par la présentatrice du journal
Wlévisé de TV Belgrade : « Germany has openly attacked our country for the third time. It
nOW resoris fo modern methods, but it aise uses the fascist methods Sfrom Warld War 17,
Cermany then made use of the so-called <<fifth column=>>, Now it opty for various other
methods of special warfare. in preparation for economic and military aetion'*, La presse
cerite relaie elle aussi cette idée de complot — prétendument ourdi de Iexitéricur, et qui revient

comme un ledmotivis?,

L5 vigir fmger and Werdy af fate © Yeur Tho i, Fawwdation for Right o Pictes and Waras, Lazr Lalic, D

DE-ARHITEL, 1997,

Hﬁ&.&

7 Vodr & titre d'esemples ;

o T foate af sue st ddoes nol dipend any longer o ane will P, comirage el oy Intelipenes

orientation fwwardy the heaventy empire, all those virtves in witich we cveolled foowshon iivtary. We naw

sleprend ont interemtional corpethaggers, wiselerdenlery, Bnavciers, modernings ol Hir puslfey wineh afmed o

Browk 1 the sty crivted forouph much Bloouthed », Academic Ruedovan Sumarddie, Epaba, § Movember

1990,

“Salnt Sava opéed for a bumiliated and weakencd Byzantfum fir he s bn i 1 frdomdtable spieit of Orthoday,

ot furvied i boek £ e wll-povefd Rowe, froee wivch the ol wmell il the fiest dmguditfon poves were

eouing, Hints of Audnirz and Javendvac. We feat thar the new ol avder i3 emarging, and It iy baxed on

wrflnteral allismee af Americy, Japar and Eurape,,, o planetoey anf-fewse i being eroetod and anly laws af the

fredamiat soutety Al be in place there., We should di some penamee. i order fo drerver it i Khoed woel b,

respechively in Sarbla and Russia . 2t would mark the vomes to e sowe of the cuft and o to the farmal rie

wiileh we are Fegranily witneming raw)®, Mr. Banilo Erstic, episcope of Budim. Pogledi Krapyovae, 18

Oiciober- | November 199, .

St better f we all perithed, instead of seoviing drbions foveipn decitions in anr fine”, MamBila Buijic,
Duke, Sorba, 14 January 1992,

mwm&n lmerad, it shall il s alf”, Priest Asnfilohije Radovic, Barbe, 13 Tuly 1093,
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69. Ce complot prend des formes différentes sulvant un contexte lui-méme évolutif — |e
respansable & "origine du complot impore finalement pew, "objectif de cote technigue
classique dtant & chague fois de détourner Popinion publique serbe des vrais responsables des
difficultés rencontrées par Ja population sur le plan inteme. Belgrade, relayde par les serbes de
Bosnie et de Croutie, évoguera tour i tour le camplot "vaticano' *®.oustachi-allemand®159 —
faisant ainsi directement allusion ay massacre de Serbes pendant la Seconde Guerre mondiale,
et le complot américain (on pote ici et 18 une résurgence de la propagande COmmuniste);
complots intemationaux dont ls monifestation 1o plus concréie serail Pembargo des Nations
Unies frappant 1a Serbic depuis mai 1992160,

Au For et § mesure que 1"sttitude de la communanté internationale se fait plus dure face & la
Serbie et & la République Serbe de Bosnic-Herzégovine, et notsmment aprés les frappes sur
des objectifs serbes nutour de Gorazde, In RTS & les médias serbes bosninques dvoquent
l'idée d'un complot intermationsl génocidaire contre les Serbes. A la suite de ccs
bombardements de I"OTAN, e présentatenr du journal télévisé explique aux 1léspectateurs -
« The bombs dropped on Gorazde hit the UN building in New-York The USA, which, in fact,
initiated the alr-strikes, have destroved the UN in an effort to gain fill control of war and

“By carving upy Yugosiovla wa sutfonal secesslons. in which Crerareny played o decizive mode, end which were
eetele pogaiile by B, L8, and frlomie fories, Serh peuple vy de facto declared the BV, AN these focrors ba
aimailiar goals, o fhe onex pursed by Axis Powers in both WWI and WHWI", Dobrica Casic, Nada, 29 June 1984,

1% Palitiks affinner dans von ddition. di 10 fevrier 199) que la Croatic svait repu du Vatican un prit do 4
miltiards de SUS por désinitgrer ln Yoogosiovis..,

Li 20 septembre 1997, Dmpan Krvacevic, rddacieis prisentaborr Ay jourral 18évisd d&clomait par exempbe «
o Iniermational communiny femd by Vatloas wants Serhs on thele knecr, Togerher with our enewrier fram fndd
Muealims el Croate from Serhis, thee wen i fo S them, Bul, they are ner godng do soe s scene o, Mifes
Psic, opocitp3d,

V99 Le 30 unin 1995, TVBI diffisait par exomple les extraits i reportage dune chaine allemande duss Tequel
de jeuncs nazis cxprimuient leur haing des serbes of ve vantaient davair combani aux ciés des croate o
extemmind Un han nombre de serbes.,, Ce reporage montmil égalemnent des moris o Frince ol en ltalke,
supjrerant & travers ces figwies cxndmisien que 3 progranntion de NMedeemination de peigle serbe relevalt bien
d'on complof monslial,

YU L embargo of o5 conséquences soront le phus sugvent présemiis de Fagen hinisde. Ainsi, le 20 movembre
1992, fors dhi journal téldvisé, le présenimpur Stefan Gruboe déwre le conenu d'ume résnhition de Consel de
séourilé = excropioot les produits alimeneaires & phnrmacoutigiey, en expliquant sus 0 &peciatcars ; « ey
{ihe fovcigmers] dey frured amed affer mev, they ey mudioing amd affer cominenly bnteod », Cild par Vaojin
Bimitrijevie ond Jelenn Pefle, University of Belgmde Low School, i« e ifeorn o UN Smncvions Agaer
Yigosiavle (Serbin and Montencgra) @ Theary and Conventionsd Wisdom In the Current Comest s, note a4,
Hatpe/ e ke s ulepolities/ publicntiongfoumnnls henpapersidimit.htmi.

75




peace in the world and in thiv way possibly started an eva of new colonialism, And every
colonialism implies geaacide, which war, unferiunarely. first conumitted agning the Serby.
The civilion casualties in this anack are proaf of that . Dans Ia méme logigue seront diffusés
4 la RTS les propos tenus par Macadémicien et derivain Dobrica Cosic, en sa qualité de
Président Youpostave, lors d’une rencontre avee los leaders de la République Serbe du
Bosnie-Herzégovine et memant eux aussi en avant ce théme obsessionnel : « It ir o forol war
Waged agairst our pation, We are victims of all sorts of genocide ; physical, spiritual ard
maral, by denping ws the vight to be one nation, It is waged by armies, politicians, churehes,
the media, by an entire universe set an winning this war against us, | believe the mos
Ingrartant thing of all ix 1o do everything tn our power fo defend the tth. We musi tel} the
world that these are the times of shame and deceit in wihich He means are spared to spivitually
annihilate an entire nation. This spiritual fenocide against our nation is commined by an
entire civilization through the so-called mass-media ™%, 70, Parallélement, les plans de paix
successifs de la communaulé internationale ont été dénoncés comme des stratagémes
machiavéliques pour que les serbes abandonnent leurs fréres de Bosnie ou de Croatie, Adnsi,
le 10 avril 1993, 1 télévision serbe afTirmait, par la voix de son présentatcur, que signer e
plan Vance-Owen revenail i approuver "l neltoyage cthnique d Fencontre des serhes”, . Sous
la pression et les menaces de fa communauté internationale la propagande des médias allai
néanmoins virer de bord, en méme termps que Slobodan Milosevic - qui appelait débul imai les
Serbes de Bosnie & ratifier le plan'®, Le pouvoir de Milosevie sur la RTS 3¢ verifiail une

Bk “fumagres el Woralk of Fare © Year Theeo ™, Frmederion e Rl fo Piomres aed Words, Logor Lofie, D 92,
ARHITEL, 1999,

M3 Dorisay Jovic raconte que. pour fire plier Kamdrle, Milosvic uilisa iow Jey mayens posaihl=s ef orpanis
une campagne de désoaisation & Esquelle bes midias participiren! - « Wien Rodovan Karpdsie, President ot the
Ropubile: of Srpka, poficcoed 16 wcoept the so-ealisel Feee e plsret wliied Miforevic hinsedf” wqported fic
w#m#mm-;mmmmmwmrmmymmmmmﬂmm
runking pagitiang they bath orcupied w. In Book on Milvsevic, Belgrde, 200] Prafiranslation by 101Y), p29,
Un autre épisode intéresaant delairant fa sudion des méding 4 Milosevie en lieu pu sein méme de la B7T5
momend di b ndgociation du plan Vance on 1991-1992, Jugé irop prische de Milan Babie, Ie o prizident  d la
Républigue serbe do Krajinn - qui refissall b plan Vance e qui s"opposait § Milosevie, le rddactonr o ol de |2
RTE, Krste Bjelle dnin remvoyd o remplacd par Dragoliub Milanovie i quoatidien Pofiiks Exbypres. ..
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nouvelle fois en cette occasion, les' commentaires Journalisticques & propes du plan Vinge-
Owen variant du tout au tout en un mols d*intervalle — épousant fidélement la volte-face du
Ieader serbe. Milica Pesic note & ce propos : « A fhe begining af April 1993 Bosnian Serbs
were offerad a new solution : the Vance-Chwen plan. The Serbian regime was against the pla.
3o was the TV8. And on 2 Aprif commentator Rarko Dmitrovic'® sayx » <<The Plan iv & way
Jor ethnic cleansing of Serbs in Bosnia, If they sign that plan there will be mathing glye for

theme bur to comimit collvetive suicide or comaerd fo Cathalicism or Inlam or leave Boxnia=>

W e imtdsemsant de noler qu'd partir du moment b Milosevic accepie e plan Yanos, les jermey pejirels
o ciiichi B ¢ & couperrs o e sant sermplicés par celol darmée ou de forces croates — fes reporiapes do
Buerme g2 fisant par ailleurs plus ooy @ Sani reviys on fin de journal biSvist,., Lo Téldrinion Serbe
s'emploic alors & présenter le plan Vanee comme e victoing oblenue gebes U 1'action de la Serble of de san
dirigemit, Lors de son adoption, Ie présemiaenr tu joumal télevisé do bn whivision nationale afficme aingd dans
son dlitorial ; « The Serblan poople 'y inferse CrviRg for podee 19ak aiice ol confirmed b the offlelal Seebjian
podicy. By udnpting ehe praee plin drens tp by Gy Vimee, acting ur UN Seereiony Genaral s persaanal
etrvery, mol enfeving the wstambigumns supert of the Dimine Stes, Serbia han fimally and definitely cu T e
stigemer of bolliperence fmpressed on fer iy o ncoaNasi frredy af Croofia e Frirgpe If ary Batkai mation hias
FEr Frached imajurity through horelship urd pale of & war foupht for peace and froedom, dan it iy e Sierbiam
musticn, Eroery sweel) o nattom qmdd ity gevierninent tiathing el conld henvr boow oxpoond bt a3 peicy) erf pesoe, Ber
iy the sanee tokon, mo oie coulef lney exgoctid f to capltulate omnd remesmres ity meatfamal digrit amd righrs i she
sty o soemcbody olve 5 iluran of pence. Serhlan paaee policy canior be regarded o on altemp o s foioe
W jrreveray ihe regimg, Rovlhee, i ix an expression af il moral, polificel ana Nisiories! ahermes 1o it
privciples, The poiiey thal Sorbin anet ity prexidenr Slobodar Miloroie durve prervwed 0 far feover mof oven &
shred of doubt when it eonres ta profeesing il interesrs of the Scrhian naflon s, Voir # Images and Warde of
Hate : Year T w, Fomndation for Rigint fu Ploturys and Words, Lazor Lalie, 8 92-ARHITEL, 1957, :
Barksav Javic donne pn autre exemple intdressant du licn wimbilical enire Milascvic ot 4 ses i médias Oppasé &
Pocoessdon de Slobodsoks Groden & ls e ve 1 niiipatitt de Bolymade, Milosevic, qui avalt an sides
candidat, alklt rubner s réputation e moniant de e pitee une cumpagne de prese contre cefe demitve :
o Sinive il the srodiar were wder complete cosmrol of Slubodure Miloaevic, el sivee Slobodenbr wur vlecred
cotrary fa hip will, already proved mechaym of isndatiens ond viscrediting slertzd i wark. Then (5 rlrarly
wherwiedt dhenp powerfial Slobodan s I 5P5 leadership comparing to w, who genuw!m{rmmﬂ‘ur&' Teift Telorr
ter-fuorvee aalf el Sepfuencr e el ., weelien i exunpanignn et Slobodde Gronolen e, Thep were
saying faf sie wey beibid fo allot some loeations to Dafieg Mifanovie, owner of the Daffment Bak, and it was
never proved. fi was only fo dishanour her and fo show tat persoestion and peer threving wes fustiffed.
Muchinery for discredining workes! aff unif Stobudaris: hod enogh af it amd reshmed®, op.¢ir; p.1 16-| 8.
62 Comespondan de Paliiks & Zagreb avanl de devenis une ligure de proue de Mulire-notiganlisme sur Te petil
eermn, Ratka Cmitrovie se fera particuliérement semmmuer pos sés positions va-teigueme © "Dusoine sl af
seerrsr militiary-podieed talyse o aartifleny ol mibislly attacks an o fowns failed to bricg fe war wichary
ur help Kraftad il in armed conffics, | tend fo thare the view St Ui ix the fews way o Krgfing to Eeap
Crowtin i o checkmate xihtir, Serivian homy arilifery forces con this comrol Sitak and o large indistrial
2o freflnery, drammnrks theraomoer plant, chomical Tndnstry “Reaclmgf®), Beerlovee and it fedsrrrind
potenitiu, Zendar, Sibenik, Ctijiek .. Ax regards Zagreh is it only 25 o ey fron the range af thie Serfin heavy
artilfery®, in Argumentl, Joly 1994, Clad par Peiar Lokovic, Hafunk Commitioe for Mt Rights i Serbin,

s helsinkisre ywathors smiciesr, phoflang=end idielsir-44
Quelgucs mnces phus Lard, interviewe sur son rile 4 ln RTS, of il fut présentateur du Joumal entre 1991 e 1993,
Hatko Drmitrovie lomtem de so disculper @ « { rosensed the way TS presented the wvomes af the e, Iy aff ot
faar woree by wow, 1 il reek bostom. | teied te ratse It wich the aglitars, § was not ond, hm}ri:ﬂp;mm
with nol say in shuping the programm. 1 requeiod that we o the media wir and woge it i et macsr
powerfil of it media - televivion, They naver fougly one, It was ail cleap, pary propogands, 8 fotal
disasier ... 13 “muges wnd Words of Hate ; Vear Three™, Foundstion for Bight te Piehres and Words, Lasass
Lalle. B 92, ARHITEL, 1999,




Just a month later, afier Milosevie changed his aftifude towards the plun and became an
advocate of if, TVE had all news bulleting Jull of polivicians and ordinery peaple appenling
Jor @ signature of the plan becase Serby in Basnia <<had enough of war there and it is fime
Jor peace nows> 183, La miéme volte-face aura liey & Radio Belgrade I, Alors qu'en avril I
Propagande en faveur de la guerre v atteint son point culminant, qué fes carles du plan Yance-
Owen sent présentées comme injustes et anti-serbes, Je ton change radicalement & pardir de
début mal',

71. Autre visage de cette machination anti-serbe, le complot prétendument orchestré par les
"traitres” de Fintdrieur't ; les joumalistes accusés de ne pas coller 4 la ligne Milosevicl67
seront ainsi éeartés de leurs fonctions, npriss avoir é¢ nommérment désignés comme “fraitres”
par les hémuis du régime. Lultra-nationalises Vojiskav Seselj, chef du Parti radical, qui
annongait par avance les intentions rdelles du Gouvernement serbel®s dregsera ainsi A

plusicurs reprises, lors de conférences de presse retransmises par les médias officiels, les listes

4. it p23.

"** Lola Stamenkivic, qui  étudis les progrimmes do Rl Belgrade eritre fvries of mai 1993 {fes dmissions
de 151H00 et de |9HOD) note alngi : « Afer the Breiiire Asrembly e st of reperring oo the woe in Baonag-
HNerzegeving changer. Unlike fn thee proviony perlad, thiv now diee seoy the irasimitting of statements which
ndares the Fivses-Chven pliot an o whaly il poinf i the demper of profengare e war aod rixdingt @ miltitary
wethit gptint Yeposloi, (Fthe peave fr nof slgned. The staromments o Serk fewelors in Bosnle thar the Fived-
Chien plan does rot gunranice peace sne erlfieinod. Less radie md felovisian twre dx alovaied 1o sovounts frar
the 1war frani, reparters are colled fo gmote now soneees af frfarmatian fdlplamatie sonrees, ot ™, Voir aon
wrticle Rk Selprade | — Donfrion of Ere Srereoovpen, in Hate Spoeoh. An Amalysic of iy Conten af
Dowmectic Medla in thie Fiut Past of 1993, Cester fov Autiyvar Action, Belgrade, 1994, p.34,

%8 Afary que la gueme avee 1a Croatic commenguit & prites Te flne & B critigue @ ba part de ln saciété civile
serde, ot i un moment of i oagissail de conselider ln pouvelle Funtidee née des canguites lerritorials, In
Tefidutvitin Sirbe, dams som journal wdivist du suie, Gennes becture d'un eckmmuniqué du Partl socialisle au
pouvair qui sanne comme uo evertissemens aux vaix discordantes © @ The Sociali Pty ghves iy il support &
fur Army cnd eolly wpan ul e mesmhers and cifimme in Sl sl ciwte ohany, defond their homelad from
Jerecivnt and prevent extorminarion of the Secbo in Crooria, Thi Surbr ahens avavicgead fro plapoint aodl el
praitors, snd we belfeve thar will be adbfe fo 4o it apain 5. Voir w fmages annd Words of Hatte @ Fear Tiw s,
Fuymieation fov Right te Pictores wed Wordy, Lizar Lalie, § 92-ARHITEL, 1997,

V7 Cus pressions publiques sur les jourmalisies indéperants ne son pas propres A I Serbie, on les rrowve
sussl bicn en Croathe, on Braie ou su Maonténiégro par exemple.

1% Cetto colluslon, pour ne pas dire confision, eatre Porti socialiste ef Parii radical, éait de noloridé publigue
comme en LEmoipnent e bosls exempbay

- "e respertn Seself paro quil wal conséqurn dans vex oanverians politigecs of parce que e crl e furl et
st part] e sont pas feaneds pee dirager”, Slobodan Milosevie, in T, Belgrade, 22 mors 1992

- b W shegare vty Rolicels, fove fie Serbis potriotinm, and the wir that we breache n, Rodovan Rodovie, depid
chu SI'5, hoes de b sesshon parementalbeo, 875, 24 Tanuary 993,

- Miigdevie i pawerfial because of the strength of his power and hacking af the second most powerfil party, the
Serb Radfical Party w, Vojisiav Seiel], M, 10 Augnst 1993
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des journalistes "incontrélables ou partisans” qui seront effectivement ceartés!®, Alars qu'une
Bréve de six jours delatait en avril 1992 2 |a seconde chaine (culturelle et musicale) de la radio
pour protester contre la reprise en main politique des services, Vojislav Seselj rendait
publique au eours d*une conférence de presse une histe de journalistes & diminer selon lui de
la radio et de la télévision™ ; catte liste fut fue & Ia plus grande heure d*éeoute au journal
telévisé. La plupart des journalistes grevistes, comme Ana Koteskn, présentée comme o pro-
bulgares », étafent par la suite placés en congé forcé ou marginalisés'™. De nouveay, e 6
janvier 1993, dans une conférence de presse, Vojislav Seselj annoneait tne nouvelle purge
contre les o fourmalistes incomirdlobles ef prartlsans powr meltre des choser 8 ia radic
tlévision définitvement en ordren, et MENGEIL & pavéoul od Nous avons fp powvair. of
pariout aii nous le partageons. il y aura des purges W™, Le 9 Jamvier 1993, un haot cadre du
Parti de Milosevic, Goran Percevie, faisait une diécloration similuire ay Jourmal téldvisd,
expliquant que ceux qui e Pensent pas comme nous» ne peuvent pas travailler dans les
nstitutions publigues. Quelques jours aprés ces déelarations prémonitoires, 1500 journalistes
et autres personnels technique ou administratif dtaient interdits d*entrée # la radio-télévision &
mis en «congé fored », Les journalistes renvoyes, le plus souvent des membres du syndical
des journalistes indépendants, étaient alors remplacés par de nouveau venus dont la fible
formation et expérience importaient mains que leur obdissance et leur patriotisme — entruinant
de la sorle des tensions au sein de la rédoction. Parmi cos nouveaux arrivanis figurait
notamment, au service de information & TV Befgrade, le journaliste Alcksandar Ljubicie, qui
deviendra rédacteur au joumal et qui avait 'habitude de menaces avee son revolver ceux qui

pensaient « différemment #1713,

1 ahn Mckay, « Working far o Bitw day », in War Report, may 1995, p, 18,
V0 Millea Pesie, apocit, pl 8,

171 Vaie C Humbleot, « Résistances ot punses », Le Monde, 24 juiller 1990, nd,
W12 polifka, 7 junvier 1993,

1T Rapporté par Milico Pesic. op.cit, pl8.



Les médias indépendants n" étnient pas moins dénancés ct atagués-comme traftres. Le 27 mal
1992, le présentateur de ln deuxitme édition du « Journal » de Télé-Belgrade (RTS) déclarait
par exemple : « Pour la premiére fois ¢ Belgrade depuis le début de la guerrs, lay prétendis
Partisans de la pate portent un brassard nofr en signe de dewll, Ley médias internationmws

rivalisent d'hystérie anti-serbe. A Vimtériesr méme du pays. les publications befgradoises
Borba ef Vreme ¢n forit désormols autan] 9...

Triomphe de la désinformation

72, Si lo désinformation consiste bien en 'utilisation "de techniques de [information -
notamment de IMinformation de masse - pour indufre en orreur, cacher ou travestir des fits",
alors on est réellement en droit de parler du tmomphe de ces procédés dans le cadre du confit
yougoslave. Quet que soit le bord considéré - méme 'l est vrai que, 1 cncore, les medias
serbes "se distinguent” - tous les médins {agences de presse, joumaux, radiotéiévision...) ou
presque ont régulidrement procédd seit & o falsificanon de la véntd, soit b Iimposition du
gilenice sur ceripines informations "cruciales", soil 4 la créaron des fausses nouvelles...
Centains "médias" utiliseront indistinclement twul I'éventail des possibilités quofirent ces trois
technigues,

T3, D'unc maniére générale, toule information contradictoire svec |2 propagande officiclle est
méthodiquement éeartée. L'un des exemples les plus flagrants en la matidre est sans nul doute
le bombardement par les forces serbes des villes de Sarajevo et de Dubrovnik. Les images
diffusées sur Dubrovnik ésient accompagnées d'un commentaire accusant nofamment les

preneurs dimages occidentuux de maniputation et d'avoir fait brliler un preu devant leurs
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camérns pour faire croire que la ville it en flamme'™. . Quant aux bombes lichées sur
Sarajeve ¢f les dégfits nccasionnds; pendant quelques mois ils n'existeront tout simplement pag
ire yeux des téléspectateurs secbes puisque la télévision de Beliade, pour nier leur existence,
diffusers des images de Ja ville prises des mois, voire des anndes auparavant! 73, De son cité,
TV Pafe, par la voix de son présentateur Risto Djogo, affirmera fout au long du sitge de
Sarpjevo que les Musulmans se o bombardaiont eux-miénes 37, Cette  « négation-
reconstruction » de la réolitd sera amplement relayde par la Téldvision de Belgrade, qui
affirmera par exemple le 26 ddcembro 1992 qoe le sidge de Sarajevo éait le fait des
Musulmans : « Muslims are keeging Sarafevans under sicge from inzide of city, and Serby are
Just pratecting thelr own hills around the city .. Dans |e méme regisiee, lors de incendie de
la_ Bibliothéque Universitire de Samjevo, imputable selon elle sux Musulmans, la
correspondante de TV Belgrady rendra ainsi compte de "événement ; « Last might in Sarijeve,
there was o fire n the Universing Libvrary. Luckily, the fivaluable cultiral treasire had been
maved owil af it fwa months befare, I is move difficidt to establish whar exactly coused th fire.
True, fhere was heavy fighting oear Trebevie last night. We seritinized the fogade for shell-
damage close-up. but were nnable ro find anp. We noticed, however, that the flames licked

JSrom wishin, It all points to yer another Muslim manipulation like the one In Dubrovnik when

ear fives were set on fire™7,

74 L 11 aodit 192, Je prishdent die direstoire de In Teldvision de Belgrees recotimisait les dégits infilpés 4 &

ville mais prévisnil : « There are fut fonr douces 0 Dubeonsik selich are dentroyed and these belnig o

Serby »...

173 1 e journuiiste Daniel Detuce, wacien comuspondant da Bewters i Sosajevo. doriva A oo propos que « fo Radio

Tetewiniennr Suerfre o comstraly s dtrangy unfees dunr fegied Sanafeve, fo coprital bitningie, oot fama did

aeriigee of by wilfe vrome de Fikevor, dévende, ot o <<iibdedemo Lo middictipue fangde par

Befprads », poursaivaid=il w0 contribud & ol e cne proporande fod o ddtensabie g o 'imiires
lprier yougosioves, of e séguelles en perond risaentics pendamt des amndes &, In o Le guerre des médias s,

Rivure e 'OTAN, VoL, n°3, Hiver 2000-2001, p.16.

1% Katarina Subssic. op.cit, p.16.

177 897 fmages andd Words af Hata © Year Three", Foulotfon for Right o Plctunes and Wardy, Lizar Lalic, B

42, ARHITEL, 1995,
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74. 1 est aussi fréquent qu'ine information dérangeante soit minimisée dans sa signification.
La simple annonce de la chute de Fenclave de Srobrenica en juillet 1995 est ainsi relégude en
fin de joumnal télévisé par la RTB'78, lnin derriére les informations principales du jour : A
savorr les affaires doonomiques du pays ¢t ln guerre en Tchétehénie... Le sens donné i
I"événement par les meédias serbes fut pour le moins dénaturé, Katarina Subasic derit 4 ce
propes @ o ds the world aitention waz fully focused on the mass depertation of Muslim
civilians and still unelear number of victims estimared berween 6 and 8.000, both the Bosnian
Serb media and Milosevic-comrolled outlets in Serbia described ir as as a “lfberation of the
fown rin by Itfamic fundamentalists ", nol mentioning af all amy of wide atrocitles conmitied
during the weeks of Serb offensive »'™...

75, Quind elles parviennent malgré fout & filirer, certaings informations metant directament
en cause (2 responsabilité de serbes dans la perpétration d'atrocités sont détoumdes. Le 27 mai
1992 dix-scpt habitants de Sarojovo sont tuds of cent-cinguente blessés par un obus serbe an
mamenl ob its faisaient la queve pour avoir du pein. Les images de ¢e massacre ne serond
montrécs por la R7S quinecompagnées de ln version officiclle des serbes accusam le
gouvernement de Samajeve de  lavoir organisé powr provogoer  'mierventon  des
occidentaux 180, De Sarajevo, une joumaliste commente 'événement sur fond d'images du
cammage : « There hay been another arrecions niessacre today in Sarafevo. A moertar shell foll
amidst @ group of civilians who were guening for bred in Vase Miskin Street, Twelve peaple
were killed and move thar a hindred wounded, The scene shocked the local peaple. With

178 Alors que Fon sait pertinemment o "épogae, comme Métril Rimy Cordoan, quo les “snidaty oe Afodic
arfiraitient fox colonmds de rdflics, avsassinend of dgorgent™. ln "Rotto Miadie le borbars®, Lo Monde, 9 fvrier
1994,

LELA ¢ TR

V8D 11y seépario qui se répésers avee les 68 mons v 147 hiesnds eausds por wn mortier serbe s be merch de
Sorpjevo b 5 février 1904, Le @ [Bvrice. "In dldvisTon serbe de Pale diffisait Jes imoges des (@lévisions
occhdentales en commentant chogue déil, aves wrdl s image, el chague fsly que bes sorbes corsld dsndent
gomme étanl une preave done mise en scéno ded Boseeaguees”, Voir 4 co propes Fintdreassnt mémoire do
malirise "Le rible de Lo téldvision i di fe mowtée dy nationalime evirdwiste on Serbie”, Sonja Milenkovic,
Universild Parks [1 Panthéon-Assas, 1994/1095, pp 79-82,
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reference fo thiy, general Nedjo Boskovic, who is negoeiating the withdrawal of the Army
Jrom ihe barracks said it was unbelisvable thar there could be swch o monster who could
shoot people who came out of shelters to buy bred, <<The perpeirators and their
connmanders miwt be found>> said Boskovic, and since he did not see the scene of the crime,
he refrained from commentary on wha the pessible culprits were". Suit une interview de
Momcilo Krajisnik, président de I'Assemblée du peuple Serbe de Bosnie-Herzégovine,
déclarant : “Having gathered all information about this incidem, | can claim that the Serbian
Army never fired a single shell on Sargfevo fpday or viclated yesterday's truce. We musy
cerfainly preserve peace in Serafevo af all cosfs”. Un peu plos tard dons wne autre
earrespondance de Sargjovo, TF Beigrade diffuse e commentaire suivant, contestant gqu'un
obus ait pu Gre A Porigine de ce camage of accuse la partie hosnisque : « Serbia forensics
claim thol amii-personnel conlact mines had been planned there the night bofare. They alvo
claim that they have evidence that the bombing was planmed by Mirza Jamakavie, & police
specialist for precisely this type of assigmens, and Holll Rusmir. They also xay it war a
Planied device and nor a morter shell becouse the blast caused no damage on the povement
and the cavualties mostly suffered wounds on the fower exwemities, Balisties experes aded that
It was Impossible that a siegle shell could have been so precively lobbed info this strest
surrounded by womy high rises”... Comme pour venir donnegr plus de poids 4 ceune
interprétation, un communiqué de |"Armée serbe bosmiaque sera uussi diffusé sar TV
Belgrade : « During this day, May 27th, this year, the Army of the Republic Srpska did not
open fire from éither infoniry, or amy other weapons, on any farge! @ e Sarajeve area. A3
Jar the TVW-ghots of alleged explosions in dawntown Surafeve, we are sure this is a maliciony
propagandistic scheme aimed ar achieving cortein ffects from heve and abrood. This iy even

warse than the alloged bombing of Banoki Dvort, ar Dubrovnik ™1™,

181 *furgpes apd Worsls of Mate @ Year Thiree, Fawndesion for figh o Ploinees and Wordy, Lazsr Lalic, K 92,
ARHITEL, 1998,
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Trois mois plus tard, le § septembre 1992, une explosion ayant faif quatre victimes & Sarajevo
Elait atribuée par la journaliste de la 7S, Lidija Duvancic - ef sans aftendre une éventucile
venfication, nux Musulmuns, « comtinuant lese sednario disormais bien conmy coristant &
démoniser les Serbex de Bosnie dans intention de provoguer wne iwlervention militaire
Incernativmale ».

76, La RTS n'est pas lo seule & procéder de la sorte, Polirita a aussi justifié sans discontinuer
I"effort de guerre de o partie serbe bosniague, ne donnant crédit gu'aux informations émanam
des serbos hosnfagues. Par ino présentation tendancicuse ol sans aucune analyse du conflil -
nomment par unc absence totale dexplication de la position du gouvernement bosniague -
le quotidien de Belgrade a lui aussi setivement contribué & I"aveuglement de I'opinfon

publique serbe.

ilfision de M nouvel i isar dawv I

77. La créntion de fawsses nouvelles constitue une avtre forme, sans doute la plus pernicicuse,
de la désinformation. SENA, la élévision des serbes bosninques, porlera, "8 Pépogue oi
Sarafeve dialt coupde di monde, dos lNony affamds du 2o de Sarafeve ouwequels <<Jer
Miusulmans jetient les enfants of lex fommex serbes en guise de repas=>>"182 Technique de
propagande déih employée par 'Allemagne nazie, of Je mortdlement et o répétifion des
mémes mois of des mémes expressions visent & les Trire passer pour vrais auprés des masses;

La guerre en Bosnie sera particuliérement propiee & 'invention de fausses informations ot de
mensonges prossiers par la Téldvicion de Belgrade, i "matar par exemple de PMinformation
diffusée au journal 1elévisc du 20 aoft 1992 dans legquel un reporter envayé sur place affimait
que 4,000 Serbes de o rive gonche de |a Dring éteient menacés de génocide ; ou encore cette

nouvelle alarmante diffusée au bulletin &' mformation le 16 octobre 1992 et fusant &at d'un

182 10 "L dmules de Goebbels”, La Letire do Reporfers sony fronfiires, Jolena Panoroc, novemboe 1992, p. 7.
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plan ourdi por les autoritds Musulmanes de Sarajevo dont |'objectil étail 1'ossassinat de
quelque 200 Serbest®,

78 Dautres mensonges tout aussi déments, repris par les médias serbes sans aucune
vénfication - comme l'existence de “colliers fabriguds par ley croates aiee dex doigts coupés
d'enfants serbes™ B4, sont élaborés pour fanatiser tes populations serbes éparpillées sur
différents territoires ef, fnalement, justifier des politiques de conguétes et de nettoyage
ethnique'®, En filigrane de ces prossters trucages transparait donc Fidée que tous les moyens
sont bons face 4 de tels démons. ..

M3 pdificn Pesic, apeinp 28,

L84 . Humbloe, Le Morde, 23 juillet 1993

2 Dhans son rapport Rewrietion o the Sroadeast Media fn FR Yougoslavia, fe Comitd Insemational peer la
progetion des méding fnddpendanis on Républigee Fiddmie de Yougesiivie (The Intemotivnal Commities 1o
Profect Independent Media tn Federal Repiblic of Yuposkodal dorit & ¢¢ propox  “News programy nodifs or
e create igformation in ardar fo fit the politieal ofdectives of e govermott, Cftan tat abfective i fo ereara
eunel foemier envv ) dmogey. weong the popefution, Before e during the wary. e Beevda ond Crootla, RIS
vty 1 Serblan e L by elmmomivivg mop-ethrie Serbs g promnting widons of Serbi 's fictoriom!
oy, The niedin campaign aimed of instilifng and fastering feor among the pubiie, o fedling of reat, of
redplesviexy, wind the nees! for revistance . Free Slobodna 2000, Sepiember 198, p7,
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NI La mise au pas de toute informution et opinion alternatives comme condition du

succes de la propagande officiclle

79. Dans un régime donné, |2 propagande officiclle a d'autant plus d'impact que n'existe pas
foce & elle de « contre-propagande », ou 4 tout Je moins que les idées et les opinions politiques
contradictoires ne frouvent pas & s'exprimer via des caname de diffusion copables d'stteindre
la masse des citoyens. Le régime de 5. Milosovic I'a bien compris qui, suivent les
oirconstances politiques du momene, veillern systématiquement & contenic 1"embryon de
presse indépendante existante dans d'éiroites limites. Le recours 4 des moyens légaux of
extra-légaux pour faire taire los voix dizcordantes, de méme que des pressions exeredes sur les
professionnels de Minformation par le régime, expliquent dn fne Mabsence d"émergence d'un
réel espace public de discussion et permefient de comprendre |'aisance avec laquelle le gros
de la populnation serbe aura éé sciemment manipulée pendant phus de dix ans. A cet égard, la
propagende déplovée dumnt la puerre du Kosova se charpera de le démontrer one dernitre

fois.

Une presse serbe sons haute surveillance

§0. On a vu gue dés 1987 Milosovie s'cst employé & instrumentaliser & son profit les médias
d'Etat ou contrélés par I"Etar. Cette prize en main g'est tour d'abord mamifestée par la
nomination 4 leur téte de proches; sinon d'intimes collaborateurs, lous membres de sa

formation politique — que 'en considére Dusan Mitevie, Milorad Vucelie'™, Dragoljub

185 plii-ci a oocupd T fonction de Vice-président du 574, 10 & por nilleurs & le responsable de b TF Mowi Sod
gvant b pueme avee lo Croate, d'ob éoi diffeste essentiel de Is propagande guemiéne serbe vens 1a Croatie -
ges sueeds & oo pastc bl vaedront sa nomination 4 s 8T8 & | fin ds Is guerre contre bn Crootic.
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Milanovie, Rotomir Vical87_. pour la RTS par exemple, qui veilleront petsannellement &
I'application des directives ransmises par Milosevic lui-méme. Paralidlement, dos purges
furent organisées au sein des entreprises de presse pour séparer le bon grain (les journalistes

o patrotes ») de "ivraie (ies journalistes juges wrop indépendants et artnchés i un traitement

équitable de I'information) 188,

#l1. D'une fagon générale, le régime aurn recours 4 tout un arsenal de terreur psychologique,
déjit éprouvé par les régimes fascistes de 1'entre-deux-guerre, et desting 4 convainere les plus
récalcitrants de soutenir |a politique nationaliste de Milosevic : « journalistes licenzids du jour
at fendemaln ou victines de persécitlons, de memaces physigues, o intimidations, de coups

de fils anonymes 2/ Les noms de certains figureront mime sur des listes noires

répertoriant les « ennemis de ln Serbie » devant #tre éliminés! %0,

L rejgt de tout média d'mformation 4 earactére fédérnl

BL 1l fawr également souligner que dans sa volonté do conserver un monopole absolu sur
I"informalion en Serbie, Sioboden Milosevic allait toul faire pour s'opposer ao projer de
chaine de téldvision fédémle Yure!, voulue par le Premier ministre yougoslave Ants Markovic
qui souhairait Ia diffusion sur "ensemble du pays d'un programme d'informations sans partis-

pris. Dés son lancement le 23 octabre 1990, le projet tait torpillé par les autorités serbes qui

V87 En avril 1982, slors rédacieur e chel du service politique de Ratie Seigrade, 1§ devenel membre de lo
Prisidfence du Comie municipal de la Ligue des Communisies de Belgmde. 1 acotdern phus wed oo fusenil de
Ministre de 1 Informmion,

188 Murie-Clausde Vogric mpponie sins| que « Tavfung, o faucuse agence die prosse, foridée par Tito, (.-.) que
fex yueticVers ey plies e, Polltko. Ekspres, Vacesmle Meovosh, onf &0 remiy duns fo ring ofs 1987 pae e
et et eirvereuars ef den riducteurs en chef seciedy de me par minle e Milpeevic sdn @ Lu presee de
Belgrade sovs la forwle de Midasevic o, La Letre de Reporters zony frontiéres, Bvrier 1995, p 6,

189 pyan.Claude Raspiengens, « Le dervicr expoir démoceatigue », Téidrama, 17 feveler 1993,

190 0y s reportern por exemple sy Emoignage de Nendd Pejie, anclen dirceteur des programmes de Surievn
TV, qui raconte 1 « A fe T du wnoly el (882, f2 nlidvision sorbe o uifiod s reporfage sur ley jowrnalisics
g U fallads ee2e. Mo nom it sier fa dixte . Lo Lenee de Repocters san frontidees, apreit, p24.
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ordonnaient le démontage des relais de transmission mobiles sur tout le territoire de la
républigue of au-dela'™., Quelques mofs plus tard les locaux de Faurel d Beolgrade étaient

saccagds ef le personngl molesté par un commando du mouvernent extrémiste serbe « les

Aigles blane p1%2,

d"sction contre la I dante

83, Foce oux médins sous le contrble direct du pouvoir, les quelques rares médias
indépendants n'occupaient guant & eux guére plus du dixieme de l'espace médiatique! 93
national. Lo raison essentielie du mzintien ou de la inlérance de tels médias - symboliguement
importants - réside semble-1-il dans des considérntions de politique extéricure, [ Serbic
oxhibant ces médins pour donner d'elfe, quand 1l le Taul, une image démocratigue & la
communauté internationale! 94,

84. Malgré ce souci évident de respectabilité, e gouvemement de Belgrade a usé el abusé de
mayens Iégoux el extra-légaux pour contrer ces voix dérangeantes!™, C'est en effet par la
volx de ces médins mdépendants que |"oppesition politique su président Milosevic parvenait 4
s'exprimer, & défout de pouveir accéder mox médias publics. L'épisode des Elections
municipales remportées le 17 novemnbre 1996 par Ia coalition de "opposition « Ensemble » -
dont le verdict ne sera reconnu par le pouveir quoprés plus de trois miois de manifestations

quasi-quotidiennes de ["oppasition dans les grandes villes — va confirmer que, dés lars qu'il se

™1 Jean Ariol apeil,
172 Rupariers sans frortidres, Lo fikerid e de prese du fo aveede. Rt 1992, p321.

193 woir "Sitwaron of the media in former Vonposhavia”, Ruport to the Commission of the Eavopeun Unfom,
AIM, Paris, March 1995, p, |,

M Viranique Sould rend bisn compie de cotie stirobfale lesau'clle dorit gus & « plutdr guie de Je interdive, iF (T
powvair] sonunet les médiay incdperdants & des presvions financiérer ¢f furidigues ; plus raremont ba police
serhie opire des soivies oo fall dey dexcemies. Le bt gar de fimiler au maxinrien loter awdience, fons e prisereant
umit apporenee ok pluralisme g Belgrade bramllt divent le commnreintd Infermpionale pair aodper qu'=<d
Bufgrode f y o plus de démaceatly qu'd Zagreb=> o, In w Serble ; lo dfifcile surele de fo presse Indfpendamie o,
L ibdratlon, 10 janvier 1996,

195 En 993, par-exemyple, alom que les conséquences de Membargo prodoisaient lewr plein ofTey, sotamment aer
les midins indépendnnts, lo ministre (iddrnd de information 1aiazl Zjoater un omendement 0 In Lof s
1" luformation Publique qui asierissit ke Parlement Ridéml & opposer son et & woz alds drangér: epportée & un
mddin.., Voir Milics Pesic, opeit, pa9.



trouve on situation de difficultés politiques, le régime s’emploie & fermer la porte qu'il avait
laissée entre-ouvente powr séduire la communaulé intemationale,

3. En fait la reprise ¢n moin de la presse indépendante allait débuter dds a fin 1994 aver le
putsch orgenisé comtre le quotidien Borbs — celui-1d méme qui avaic osé « dénoncer @
responsabilied dy régime de Belgrade dans la guerre en Bosnie p o0 o condomner les.
bomberdements de Vukovar ef de Sarajevo 98 Aprids avoir déclarde illégale la société par
actons qui editalt le journal, le Ministre fédéral de I'lnformation. Dragutin Brein, éuit

nomme 4 | téte du quotidien.

86, Mais, au-deld, o'est tout le secteur de la presse privée qui étail olors dans le collimatenr du
eégime, ainsi que 'annonce de fagon qoesi officielle, débet janvier 1905, Mim Markovie,
épouse el idéolopue du président Milosevic, dans =a chronique publiée dans I"hebdomadsire
Duga'™, Les médias indépendants et les professionnels qui les animent ¥ somt vialemment
pris & parlie ey, selon le proctdé de propagande classique, dépeints comme des traitres 2 a
Serbie™ ; « On saura irés rapidement qui a participé an financement de cerfging partis ¢f de

cepfeing médiay dinformation en Enrope de Est Mafs, en (dentifand Tes financigrs. on

196 Elonenze Harmanm, « Le quotiiflen serbe << Barbw=>= fente ole réxister & Slobodein Milosevle o, Le Monde,
L2 Joawvier 1995,

197 L magasine Ougn est prssé souy Je cometle du pouvalr au printerps | 987, doe de fn redonie de I'dquipe
ridactionnele, ef publizit dés lors des anlicles fovombles gux théses patlonalistes de Milosevic
Dharn sp mubrhue — qualifiée humoudstiguanent d"=<horoscope>> par wer détacleus - Min Mardovie
annongail sysldtmatiguiement 4 "ovance los décisions qub allalent S prises pae le pauvoir, Proche eallabomatenr
dir Slebdan Milosevie, Borizay Jovie &erit 4 oo propos ¢ « Tius decawe evidenr fn gractive i the early 1990,
Miosevic's witk sturtesf to prinish o serics of artiches i the Duga magazine (0 tke form of her dfary and
hestigmhe, dre velvich she rovelhed on numersos politios! ond social irores baf alo annoweced whal could fater
s rir wolet sfrowled huppen, Everyibing the eopsarmeer! really did hoppes, Wt ol ofifeched to wided be
publicly attacked, Thove she eriticised wenld b dismrizeea AU of thic cautd hoppen only in ane sy, thrangl the
support af the stare and political machine, fod by hor lumband, which put e proveiee whal she oy gueoeneed
(. How fets even aftructed hugee abteation, Fhey aflen confodined, bupveen the lines, real iiemiizas ond bints o
o vl the dexdy roferred fo, A phossom wiich cowld deviroy oomg with o sieglie sedonee hovered gbove the
penple. After coch pew fevne af Duge ihe maln tople of analisi By the politieal pilife warkd be o now tex by
il omaic s wife, with gpnetooy o R dhor e waniiodd fek ey B tiine s welbvar swanduf hapmenr afferworady o In
Bk o Milorevic, Belgrode, 2001 { Drafirasiation by 1CTY), pp 23-24,

WA Cete chronbgue rera égalemont publide en pantbe dans le guetidion Foeerme Movost, plus grand timge de
RFY aves 230,000 exemplaieey (BETA Nowr Apency, 10 janvier 1005).

ge



ledentifiera cevx qui ont été finaneds, cenx qul ont &€ payés pour fransformer lewr pays en
colonie {...). Morts ou vivants, ¢u'importe, les autewrs de ces actes ne ponrront pas éviter le
Jugemernt de | 'Histoire, I est regrettable bien siir que fe seoau de la horie soft indvitablement
prartd par lewes discendents (.. ). Cex mercenaives et cex miowchards gui, pour des devises
Sorres, oreanizent des partis <<démocratigies>> ef dic médioy <<indépendanis=>, crofem
matvement gue a lumidre ne sera jamais falte sur leurs activitds (..). Les fraltres ont loufours
exsave de présemier leur trafison conime wn acte visam o défendre les intdréts les plus leves
de la Nation. La plupart heurensement 1’y sonr pas parvenis. Aussi, politigues of journalistes
gul servent aufourd hul o ‘Gaissaives aux compuistadores modermes en Europe de ['Est 7'y
parviendront pas non pls w197

87. Dans lo perspective du lancoment de la campagne électorale pour les dections
municipalics de novembre 1996, et en recourant oy méme procédd que contre Borba en
décembre 1994 et contre | 'hebdomadaire Sverlosr200 en septembre 1995, le pouvoir confie en
fyrier 1996 4 la municipalité de Belgrade le contrile de la chaine de (€lévision privée NTV
Studio B, slors la principale tribune des partis dopposition201,

88. Dans la méme logique, Slobodan Milosevic fait fermer pour 48 heures, début dédcembre
1996, les deix demiéies radies qui rendaient compte dos manifestations antigouvernemeniales
quotidicnnes — B 92 et Radio Index, la station des &udiants belgradois292. De novembre 1996
4 mary 1997, les manifestations de "opposition sont par contre délibérément occulides par les

médias d'Etat™, & I"image de la RTS qui, lors de la manifestation monstre du nowvel an qui

199 miid dhans Lo Lettre de Reporrors s frontiees, [vrer 1995, p 18,

200 P dember, publié & Kragujevac, 4 120 kilom&ires gu aud de Belpmde, énlt Bé § ume vingilne de journc
de province prinant ke plumafisme,

MM Correypondanse de le Prosse, imdi |9 (dvrier 155,

02 Curreypamdanes de fn Presse, metcredi 4 décembre 1996,

M irad, dans son &dition mensuelle de décembre derll & co propos @ o Tive slre-comteollel meulia have sovlly
igmored the pio prarests in Serkiu, b have preen wide coverape f theee in., Zugreb. Politibs oaly infirmed
iz FenderT Nhat appositon supporters fiad <<demolished=> i bwilding v, 10 “The straggle for the citier™, AIM
Rowterw, 1°4], Becernber 1996, pp.5-6,



réunit 250.000 personnes 4 Belgrade et des milliers d'autres dans les grandes villes du pays,
diffusera dans son journal télévisé des vues de Londres et de New-York204. .,

B9, Les médias électroniques, qui s"étaient multipliés dons toutes les villes de Serbic apris les
Aceords de Dayton, vont eux oussi subir fes sssouts du pouveir, Lewr strucwre juridiqoe
approximative va opportunément permetire 4 co dernier dentraver ou de mettre fin i activite
de cis stations de radio et de télévision — municipales ou privées — au printemps 1997203 3 15
fiveur de I"éclatement de la coalitron de "opposition. De nombreuses mairles gagnées par
"oppositlon en novembre 1996 allajent en effet Sire reprises ¢n miin par le pouveir en celte
oceosion. Parllélement, & trovers la procédure gnnucile d ‘aitribution des licences d°émission.
quantii¢ de médias fecironiques allaienl dire éearids @ « aimsl. en fufn 1997, lox outorités ot
Jfermd 33 radios ef chalmes de téldvizions w™,

00. Derribre cotte reprise en main géndrale se trouvait pesonnellement Milosevie. Ce demier,
tout récemment élu i o présidence de la République fédérale de Yougoslavie le 15 juillet
1997, allait cxprmer publiquement son aversion potr les médiag indépendants, dérangieants

car hors de contrdle ot financéds de |"extérienr™’ : devant |'Asscmblée Yougoslave il déclarail

24+ Seebie - prapagande, niode d‘emplol », [ Lu Letire de Reporters suns frontténgs, 13 javicr 1997,

205 Mirko 8. Mundeing nole atisi  « La majorid des stationy "privies”, “indépondamtes” ou “localen” w'ont pas
i peerrin of fonetiunnent dene ildgalamcer salon fev normes aationcles of iternatianmlies: Ler renles exocptions
sl ey stedions qui appartienment o o geay prochies dd ponvalr feemine-fex membray de do fodlfe o o
fomedionmaires) ou gl sont adnindsirdes per e, Ler aunires 7ot pas de paplers en rdgle, antsl lex autoriid
argunivend-olle de fowee & awre oo dovcenrey de polive done fovey Tocooe o congivguend fewr matdeicl, Lo
dernftre desconte Je polive, miosx argomiahe ef d'Nne ervorgrirg comme o 8 e @l dncore famals viy, @ o
Fign ari anei-fuin 1997, Avec aide e policiers, des inspecieurs “offfciely™ de o vadio o £, secompagnids
o ‘ingrdnieurs of o wchrictens portenrs de eorfes de pofice provigores. ot miesed gy rogfer anbour datful, Lo
pluparr dhi tempr, non soefement lie soelfds falons appost mofs (o motdeiel doit cogftvges Pl de [0
siationy de rodfo of wme cinguaniaine de stotions de fdlévizlon ol aing & "visides” — dont Rodie Bun, o
Prcorevoe, Rudio Velinfer Kikinde & Kikind, Rodio N, & N Rodio 021, & Nevi S, fedependess T, d

WVoir autssi a fodependeont medio prevre from all sider o, AR Beview, 049, July 1997, p.5,

0% Peporters sans Frandidres, Davvers et rapports de mistars, 8EY e Eo de cenmure,

AT Upe eampapne halneuse sem lanete contre Jes médins mecevant des subsides de I'émnger. qoi sont alors
qualifiés de « tralres b la Serbic i Politka publiza sinsi me lise d"opaoees de presse indépendnaty ay o requ
des fonds de fn Commission Europlenne (Frome, Nose Borba, AIM, ete.), dont certains rédacieurs zonl dépeinis
comme poulant en Mercedes of vivanl dons de buxipeoses villas, quiils sirakent acquises au travers de leurs
pctivitds subversives contre ba Serbie. . Reppocté por Gordasa Ipric, « The reginne s operatian <<media=> s, in
AT Revienir, 7735, April 1996, p. 0.
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le 23 juillet qu'il « est grand remps de metire de |'ordre dans les médias, des actions doivent
rapidement &re enfréprises d cof effer T

91. Avec la dégradation de la situation et du climat politiques & partir de la fin de "annde
1997 — élection difficile de Milan Milutinovic, candidat de Milosevic, & ln présidence de la
Serbie ; constitution d'on gouvemement de coalition aves le Parti radical serbe (SRS) de
Vujislay Seselj et la Gauche yougoslave unic de Mim Markovic ; velléités d'indépendance du
Monténdgro ; et, surtout, les prémisses du conflit au Kosovo — ce sont les dernicrs espaces de
liberté qui vont se trouver menacés, L encore, « les méthodes de propagande emplayées ne

vonl laisser plemer auenp doute sur les objectifs du régime : contréler ontidrement fey expaves

de contestalion potentiels v¥U%, Suivant une technique désormais rddés, la menece oxtéricure
¥a Cife syslématiquenient utilisée comme prétexie pour Fire wire les voix discordantes dans

le pays,

Propagande guerriére et cohésion nationale pendant la guerre du Kosove

92, Pendant Ia crise qui précdde la guerre et pendant la guerre elle-miéme, tout I'effort du

régime de Slobodmn Milosevic a consisié & renforcer | cohdéston nalionale autour d'vm

pouvoir sutoritaire? 0, diseréditd wne par son échee dans les guerres pussées — Croatie et

M R apporté par Béwddicre Cheselong, Serbic. Le trow noie dey Dafkans, Rappor d°une mission d'enquéte de fa
Fﬁdﬂmmu inmrmtnnnh: des D:ml: de I"Hmnme {1922 septembre 1997},

EW Aﬂn:]l'!tdt:inn. li.ﬂndd’fmhﬁpwmﬁmm RFEY 6 so trounve Lo socléed efvlle P oo, in Lo Coorrlere des
Bafkany, % mai 1999,
210 Nehojsn Popov, réfictour en chel de b revie Republit, montre combien le « nouvesu w poiviie serbe,
sur et o plurslisme auteeitalee » - el abors tout entier coneunip A mener sa puerre comre | opposition
serbe. [ expligues notememant que « Dewe moly avan fer boocbardontenty g | OTAN, commeneds e 20 mars
1084, mme reinein ¢ folaird o 'un fone eyl Jdffeninde e fo dénncratfy oo Kobie, Troie viee- premions
rimisirey e Serble, dociewrs o'Erar of professears d'umiversitd de soreroit « MU Ratke Morkovie (Por
soclaliste de Serbic, SP5), Fojislov Sesvlf [Part] rodiced sorbe, SRS} of Milovan Bojie (Gouche yovgonlave wnig)
-, onf fon e confirence e pretee om oturs de lagrelle W dénancérent lex hult piflees e la difmucrmte
Pogpoviton, fes médioy, PUinversitd, for davdlami, les mpnalicurs. fey organ@ativns i goucermemiemiale
FONGY, fer fuges o ker mirnderes dey feltes commienfans decrralee, D tolle menaee ndcessitalt, selom o, e
mobilication dey plur howfes insignces dy pays Cloxt ained goe fir miy en ploce fowd an appered, d'ahoed
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Bosnie-Herzégovine, par sa gestion éeonomigue et soctale du pays que par I'enrichissement
personne! de ses dirigeants quand le gros de |a population scrbe s'appauvrisssit en retour...
Belgrade a reconduit ici une stratégie de communication, déjd éprouvde par le passé,
consistant & travailler contre les journalistes indépendanis, mais aussi contre I"opposition.
Cest vrai pour les journalistes étrangers comme pour les journalistes serbes, auxquels a dé
dénid fout libee accés 4 |'information sur ec gui se passait récllement au Kosovo,
Parallélement, les médias contrdlés par le pouvolr, trés majoritaires dans le paysage
meédiatique national, Staient tous occupds i dénoncer 'ennemi de IMintéricur (opposition
politigue et médiatique 4 Milosevic) et de I"extérieur (Alliance Atlantique ot organes de presse
oceidentaux)... Les citoyens serbes allaient ére graducllement classés dans deux catégories,

celles des patriotes ou celle des traitres selon qu’ils soutenaient ou eritiquaicnt les autorités,

U e do | ; ;
93. Du ciié de Ia presse indépendante yougostave — ou du moins ce qu'il en reste aprés dix
ans d'unc répression sévére et d'une mise au pas orchestrées par Slobodan Milesavic en
personne — |'¢lan s'est resserrd début 1998 avee une multiplication des attagques contre les
médias ¢i le pluralisme de Vinformation, Dans les mois précédant le déelenchement dos
fruppes le 24 mars; ce sont quatre radios et une chaine de wiévision qui Gient interdites,
alors que Nasa Borba, quotidien de rdférence en Serbic, ecssait dans le méme lemps sa
parution2! | Refusant de se plier & la « grille de lecture » des événements su Kosovo que le
ministre de I'Information tente d'imposer le 10 mars 1998 aux journalistes de la presse libre -

convoques pour |"occasion au posie de police - Masa Borba, pas plus que. plus tard, Danas ou

Fﬁﬂﬁgﬂ“ﬂd!W*ﬁukaﬂmcﬂﬁmuwﬂhm}p Inwfa
volr diogffe der ddmocrores sorbess, Le Monde Diglomotigie, juln 1999, p6. Lopfwssw nipnde.
iﬂ!ﬂﬂmﬁﬂﬂ'ﬁfﬂﬂﬂﬂm&

21 Cf Hiélne Despic-Popovic, » Belprode o dderdtd it de guérre: MUavevis muselle les mdddios
frtdnemday », in Libdration, 15 mars 1999, p3,



Drevni Telegraf, ne survivin 4 'adoption, en octobre sulvant, d'une nouvelle loi sur
I'information prévoyant de trés fortes amendes contre les voix discordantes21 2,
ive itres u

94. Diés les premidres frappes aériennes une eensure de foit vo &tre imposée & la totalité des
meédins, qui se contenterant — du fait des lourdes peines encourues depuis I loi sur la presse
doctobre 1998 — de reproduire les communiqués officicls du gouvernement et de |'état-major
de I'armée. Des militaires vont étre postés dans les locaux de chaque média pour veiller & ce
que les commentaires sur le Kosovo collent & 1'idéologie et aux directives officiclles
communicquéss 4 lo presse par le Minisiére de "Information. Les premitres frappes de
I"Alliance Atlsntique allaient Eire |"occasion pour I régime de procéder & la fermeture de la
Radio BY2 de Belgrade, demier média indédpendant de Serbie. Quelques jours plus tard, je 11
avril, e'est le propriétaire du Drevai Telegraf, Slavko Curuvija, un proche du régime ayant
fait « défection » quelques mois plus (L, qui est assassing dans les rues de Belgrade, peu apris
avoir ¢ qualifié de « traitre »*13 & qui il fallait « régler son compte » par un quotidien de la
place qui sera repris par la RadioTdlévision Serbe?!... Au Kosovo méme, la presse
indépendante locale disparait égalemem? 13, 4 I'image de Koha Ditore, Je principal quotidien
albanophone, qui cesse de paraitre dés le 23 mars,

95. La fermeture ou la mise au pas des quelques rres médias indépendants, dont aucun, il faut

le rappeler, n'avait do couverrure nationale, rendra impossible toute version différente de celle

212 oo pour wvoir pubdié & sp oo une v In lere gouvernemensle énongant les consipnes de « leeture » des
dvéncments — c'esl-d-dire poyr avoir rofusd o 'un cdid de wakter I"UCK de o bande de terroristes » od de qualifier
se5 getivitds de w criminelles » ou de 'ouire de parler des o opémiions de malntien de Uordm w oo @ de Ta patx s
des policiers sethes — que Nasa Barbo germ supendu... Voir Florence Amolou, « Commont Bafprade o
progressivemeni s ks peevse (ihed o, n e Mondl, 2-3 mal 1999, p21,

213 Sy In manipulution politique du concepl de tahison par e pouveir, voir Alcksander Cirfe, « Portwir Secki
HHunting Trairars b, AIM Podgorica, 22 June, 1999,

204 CF 1idlime Despic-Popovic, » Simuo Curuvifn, | omime gul en dlsait trop », in Libdration, 15 avril 1994,
p o0,

L5 OF & Kasovo - morr oe Virdarmation Inddpimdante », in Lo Lettre de Beparizes saons fonticees, weril 1999,
a*137, p. b



des médias de propagande chargés de répandre Ja vérité officiclle. Cetic situation de presse
unique explique que le citoyen serbe voit alors dans les massacres et pillages commis contre
ln population kesovare la destruction de bases de I'UCK ou cours « d'opdration de

pacification v et dans I'exode de cette méme population, des malheureux fuyant non pas les

exactions des policiers et miliciens serbes mais « fes bombardements de "OTAN 4216,

La Serbie victime d'un éniéme complot international

96. L'opinion publique serbe, & loquelle on a tu les exactions commises au Kosovo ou los
témoignages des réfugids, a'est vue servir une propagande efficace — dont le socle reste o
RadioTélévisian Serbe? 17 — jouant sur la fibre nationnliste et réduisant les frappes aériennes &
un compiot intemational contre la Serbic. « La propugonde est intense v, écrit Natalie
Nougayride, |'envoyée spéeiale du Monde encore présente § Belgrade nu lendemain des
premigres frappes, « ler bulleting sonr axrez fréquents, entreconpds o 'lnterludes musicanx, de
clips & la glaire des forces armies, aw de films sur lo résistance des combartants serbes
antinazis durant la Seconde Guerre Mondiale 1218, 1'amalgame opért entre Bill Clinton ot
Adoll" Hitler, In diffusion du film culte de Charly Chaplin Le Dictateur, laissent par exemple
penser au public serbe qu'il est, une fiis de plus, la viclime d'une agression nazie et done

menacd dans son Blre méme:

re e le serhe »
97. Cette propagande guerridre, qui ropose sur fa haine d'un ennemi s multiples visages, est
le prolongement de celle gui a accompagné Méclatement de I'ex-Yougoslovie au début des
anndes 1990, Four le chercheur Jacques Sémelin, eette propagande s'inscrivait d'ailleurs

216 Ly Momde, éditarial, 13 avril 1999, p.19,
217 Voir I'historique qu'en dresse Mare Semo, « La RTS, i1 haine », in Libération, 26 avril 1999,
218 ¢ [ populatton ext privie d'infarmations inddpendanses v, Le Monde, 28-29 man 1999,
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directement dans "histoire de la Serbic et ce, Gerit-il, ¥ au moins depuis la Seconde Guerre
Mondiale »219_ La priorité du régime Milosevic est alors en effet de « comuainere {opinion
publique que V'OTAN fuit la guerre au peuple serbe ¢f non au résime ef & sa machine de
guierre »220,

98. Ce constat explique que les médins serbes continucront & ignorer le drame des kosovars,
que I régime, qui refuse pourtant aux journalistes des pays de I"Allinnce de rendre compre de
la guerre, organise toul exprés 4 leur attention un convei pour leur montrer Uépave d'un avion
furdif américain F-117, victime d'unc ovarie lcchnique ou sbomu par la défenze anti-
adrienne... Le moindre « dégit collatéral » dont se rend responsable I aviation de 1°Allimnee
est exploité médiatiquement, & destination de I"extéricur comme de 'intéricur, pour renter
d'accréditer 1"idée qu'il 5"agit bien d'une guerre menée contre fa population civile.

99, D¥unc manidre gendrale, ln propagande du régime gomme les faits ot forge sa propre
w réalité », comme le démontre, entre auires, Peniretien, diffusé par In 873, mettant ¢n scéne
Slobodan Milosevic et le leader kosovar Ibrahim Rugove — extroit pour Moceasion de sa
résidence surveillée de Pristing ; entretien étrange et surréaliste dont Mobjectif’ était de faire
croire & la volonid serbe de relancer les négociations & un moment of, sur le temain, les
apérations de nettovige cihnique s intensifiaient.

100, Aingi, des premilres frappes adriennes 4 |'ennonce du plan de paix, les médias serbes
auront véhiculé une propagande supplantant a simple vérité des faits22 !, alors que la mise au
pos des voix indépendanics, seules susceplibles d'delairer 'opinion publique serbe, rendait
impossible tout traitement honnéte et équilibrd de 1'information sur le confit au Kosove ¢ sur

I"intervention de I"Allinnce Atlantique,

ﬂg--’hrmdcﬁmdmﬂngurmmﬁm:x,inl.dm.ﬁjﬁ'n:Iﬁliﬁ.p.lT.

220 Floreace Hartmann, « Une semaine devant fa iélévision scrbe v, Tn Le Monde Télévision, 45 il 1999, p.5.
220 afin d'avolr un aperpy plus prdeis of ples exhamil’ de 1o fagon dont ke principal owd] de propagands du
régime @ réinterpréid les faiis, on pourra wilement se reponter 4 fa chronigue = Fu d fo wéfévisfon sorie » fenue
peir ke jourmaliste de Monde Hector Forest a partie do débud avril jusqu’d Maononce du plan de paix en juin
suivank



IBL. Parallélement & 'encadrement de lo presse nationale, 'aceés 4 information sur le
terrain au Kosovo el en Serbie a trds vite éé rendy impossible ou presque aux journalistes
dimngers dés le déclenchement des frappes adriennes de I'Alliance, d'innombrables fimites
objectives & "exercice du métier d'informer ayant &€ érigées par ln partie serbe.

102, Au lendemain des premidres [mppes, la police serbe procédait o Belgrade 4 "arresiation
d'une trentaine de joemnalistes occidentaux, qui seront intemogés avant d'Btre expulsés, pour
la plupart d'entre eux, de la Yougoslavie??2 | 1l sera notamment le cas de la correspondante
de Libérarion. du correspondant du Sefr, du productour d"ABC Mever oo encore du journalisie
du Washington Poat...

103, Parallélement, les autorités serbes tentafent d'entraver ta libre circulation des Images,
procédant 3 o fermeture de "émetteur par satellite de ' Union Ewrapdenne de Rediodifusion
(UER) ou intimant 1"erdre 4 la Télivisfon Serbe de refuser @ I chaine amércaine CNN
1"utilisation de ses moyens techniques pour la diffusion de ses reportages23.,

104, Clest en Ml au Kospvo el dans sa capitale, Pristing, que les mesures répressives 4
I'endroit des eorrespondants dtranpgers  furent appliquées avee le plus de rgueur,
conformément su communiqué du ministére de I'lnformation de Serbie en date du 25 mars
qui stipulait : « sur la base de "article 8 de la loi sur la défensc de la République de Serbic, le
ministére de |'Information déerdéte Mordre suivont @ expulser les journalistes des médins

étrangers venant de pays gui ont participé ou dont |e rerritoire a &0é milisé dans |'apression des

forces de I"OTAN dans notre pays »22%, Paul Watson, du Lor Angeles Times, sera le scul

222§ ihdration, 22 mars 1999, 0.5, Yoir nissi Lo Letrre de Reporters sun frontidns, mal 1999, 57138, pa.
223 La Momde, 76 mary 1959,
224 Ot par Dientis Hawtin-Guirout, Le Mewde, 27 murs 1999,
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journaliste indépendant & passer 4 travers les mailles du filet et 4 pouvoir parcourir le

Kosovo225 sur la quasi-totalité des quelques 78 jours qu'auront duré [es frappes aériennes, les
autres' correspondants étrangers ayant di se replier en Macédoine, en Albanie ou encore au
Monténégro d"oi ils ne pourront plus rendre compte que du probléme des réfugids. ..

105. Dans la pratique, les conditions nécessaires & un minimum de transparence de
I"information sont inexistantes : la liberté d'aller et venir éant supprimée, ¢'est avec elle la
possibilité de vérifier tel ou tel fait qui disparait, comme d'ailleurs celle dimterviewer des
témoins sur place pour opérer des recoupements, mener une enguite. Cest par définition ce
qui fait I'essence méme de |"activitd journolistique - lo colleste de |"mformation, la
vérification et le recoupement des faits, puis leur traitement — qui fit alors refusé aux
Jjournalistes étrangers por lo régime Milosevic. La non maitrise par ces derniers de la collecte
de |'information et de son troitememt explique que I'on se soit alors retrouvé avee une
information de « seconde main », avee les risques d'errour et d'impréeision que cela peut
comporter, a fortiori quand il s'agit de rendre compte de "épuration ethnique en cours,., Les

journalistés n’auront done ici étd que des témoins auriculaires mais non oculaires de ce qui se

passait alors au Kogovo, ransformé en huis elos médianique226,

Les ruisons de Mimpact de ln propagande sur 'opinion publique

106. Le tour d*horizon des procédés propagandisies observables en ex-Yougosiovie au cours

des guerres de Croatic ot de Bosnie, et méme au-deld, démontre combien la guerre est

125 oF Paul Waison, « Témain de gierre », in Ley Calers die Mddiofopte. Crovimeey en guerrg » effer Kovevn,
08, devxiome semestre 1999, pp,110-1 14,

226 Jegn-Paul Morthar illusire bien ce peopos lorsga'il dorll § » an o edma vdou une <<grerre o oiffird=> fir
informations o o situation o Kesove n'orriveion gnar comple-goutier, por emiewise dex rofuglds
freferiewds par log represontiny der srgoiisations kumanitalres posiis en Albanie of en Mucddoine, Bien gue
predciensas, cox informentinne o ont offert qu wee vision purtielle st déealde dey emctions commiser pur ler forees
serbet of dew comvéygrencer dey bombardements o, Voir « Une prece gl o refisd e gurde-é-voi s, in Lo
guerre dit Korove | delairages ef commentaives, sous la direction de Bemard Adwm, GRIP, Editions Complexe,
Bruzelles, 1999, p 141,



aujourdhui plus que jamais lide 4 la maltrise de |'information ct de la communication. Que le
contréle de celles-ci soit un enjeu en soi ou un mayen supplémentaire d'streindre des ohjectifs
préalablement fixds, an vérifie une fois de plus I'importance du « faire savoir » et du « faire
croire w. Absence ou presque d'informations alternatives, verrouillage des médias, poids
cerasant de la éldvision... Tous ces facteurs expliquent le mangque de recul et I'adhésion de la

gronde masse de la population serbe aux thiéses officielles,

cnérali

107. Pour éxpliquer I*efficacité de la propagande officiells, et comprendre la permanence de
son impact sur la populstion, il faut tappeler le contexte exceptionnellement favorable
prévalant & la fin des années 1980, A la grave crise économique et sociale qui touche la
Yougoslavie et particulitrement la Serbie, qui n'a pas su moderniser son appareil industriel,
5¢ greffe, comme un pew partout en Europe Centrale of Orientale, ls progressive remise en
cause de ln neture idéologique du régime. En effer, aux profondes transformations en cours
des stuctures économiques et sociales, affectant direetement le quotidien des populations,
s'ajoute la perte des repéres hérindes de plusicurs dizaines d'anndes de communisme
yougoslave, Désorienice dons ses croyances collectives, ln populotion serbe allait done
constituer une proie facile pour la propagande nationaliste. A |'image de la situation critique
privalant dans la Russie sariste des anndes 1910, ou dans 1" Allemagne des anmées 1930, 1o
goniexie polilique, dconomique et social défavorables de la Serbie de la fin des snnées 1980 a
comstitud un terreau propice 4 "epparition ¢t au développement des sirénes nationalistes et

xénophobes.



108. La propagande distillée par des médias comme Politika ou In Radio Télévision Belgrude
(plus tard Radie Télévision serbe), en préparant ot manipulant "opinien publique, o permis au
régime Milosevic d’obtenir un consensus national sutour politique. L'obtention d'un tel
consensus a &é [acilitée par Pappui dont o pu disposer ce demicr auprés d'autres relais
{agonnant 'opinion publigue. Qu'il s‘agisse du soutien des intellectucls®?, du monde
syndical, des institutions éducatives ou encore ot surout de I'Eglise Orthodoxe. Pour ne
prendre qu'un exemple, il est évident que e concours gue celle-ci o apporté & o célébration
par le régime du six centiéme anniversaire de la bataille du Champs des Merles en 1989 - en
organisant "exposition itinérante et médiatisde, 4 travers toute la républigue, des neliques
mortuaires du Prince Lazar ef leur enterrement sur ce site symbolique - a pu convaincre plus
d*un serhe & adhérer & ce programme nationaliste. Quand on sail que les individus ont
tendance dans leur grande mejorité & se déterminer par rapport 4 "opinios prévalant dans
leurs proupes d’appartenance, on comprend que des roluis d'opinion comme 1'Eglise
Orthodoxe, |"imiclligentsia et d"aotres aiént, aux cdits des midias d"Etat, contribué i forger un
consensus général awowr de 1o question pationale serbe. Dans une telle atmosphire
consensuelle, fa question du bien fondé et des possibles conséguences néfastes d'un el projet
ne sera pas discutde, ou en tout cas pas dons les grands relais d'opinion suxquels les masses
serbes avaient accés. La presse indépendante aura cu elle-méme beaucoup de mal & ne pas
eéder aux réflexes identitnires, Ainsi que 1'éerit Anne Madelain, v forsgue {ideniité collecrive

@l en jew, les médiay <<indépendants=> ont sowvent du mal a éviter les réflexes identitaires

237 e jowrmaliste Stance Cerovie aceorde un rble Tmportant s imellectuels comme didment d"expleation de la
passivite des masses. Poor lul, en effer, o & sdle e fo makiven de Cheieligensds sont diéferminann do fer
apxiémes lddologignes, Sans ta contribaion dex fnrellectuely, arcue spxienre todaliisire me peat srwivee. Dang fe
cos die i ex-Vongoslowie, W86 dex irelfectaels s sonf rangts derrides e posvelr de MiTosevic, & sy morend o
v citrtr, e ont défeaoy fe prafut satfopulite purffoatenr. Corte clase o e infTusese inmeae s 12 peigle »,
In & L imformarion eet-cife porsible foce & fo propagands? s, Fordation pour fe progris oo [komme, dph,
Drocumeni da deavarl, n*64, pl9L

100



€f @ assurer le pluralisme. La guerre 3, poursuit-clle, ¢ re fGif que renforeer le phénomine ef

5t la guerre se nourrit de la propagande, la propagande se nourrit aussi de la prerre ¢8|

109, Les informations et opinions alematives, qui parcouraient pourtant lo socidié serbe, ne
furent jamais mises & la portée du pros de la papulation. Le premicr facteur explicatif tint au
fait que les seuls médias couvrant la totalité du territoire de la Serbic &aient o Téldvision et la
Radio d'Etar™. Méme si certains éient autorisés et tolérds, les médias indépendants
électroniques n’avaient qutune diffusion limitée, voire confidenticlle : la radio B 92, pourtant
principal vecteur de contestation du régime ¢t 1ribune de |*opposition, n'était par exemple
captée qu’a Belgrade et dans quelques grands centres urbains mais pratiquement pas dans e
reste de la Serbie, Les tentatives d'élargir leur aire de diffusion furent toutes contrées par le
pouvair (saisie d"émetteur, interdiction do relaver des programmes d” sutres radios, te.).

LID. Deuxitme factewr, 51 le reste de la république était soigncusement tenu 4 [Mécart des
médias indépendants des grandes villes et avant tout de Belgrade — fiefs de 1"opposition au
mgime, c'est parce (ue c'est 18 que résidait e réservoir de voix de Milosevie, Belgrade était
certes la mieux couverte par les miédias indépendants, mais « le powveir de Milosevie
& ‘appuyait sur lg Serbie profonde qui diait, elle, dominée par la presse officlelle »*, A cet

égard, ln Télévision d'Etat avait unc place & parl en tant que premisr médin du pays™!, La

N i i e franve i el elvile ? s ot

2% ¢ Milosevie veul soreer fa viv ans midia privés s, Libérarion, || mars |97,

0 Vérpniygue Sould, o Serdic : o difficlle survie do lo presse inddpede 5, o el

A glrernatia Ifoemorieng Mresa it gart dc statisiques d'sndience furt intérssantes ; « Ressrreh dhows

thrat TV Belgrode wax £} the moxt slgrificant imfearmation medier, i Oetaber |990, e contral infnrmation

program af TV Beigrade, <<Oneynik 2= (Daily Nows 1, at 7.30 p) on the roeritory of Seebig with no
o wiekr waarehod e 2.5 amilifan poople, Lo more than 50 por -cent of the popuditinn (Flawic, P, Muvric

G, 1R A year fater, de full ovine of the war i Croadlo, tits fevre wens up e 3 weilfion or 80% per cont af the

Il ttendy of Serbia over the age af 10 (Growp of aethars, 1992) Should abowt thoutonds spectarors In

Fajvading he edded to this faccording fo e daota of the BTV Nowl Sad), TF mewy wore walched oy of leasl 3.5
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ignorer ou & dénaturer les messages de |'oppesition®, Cette inégalité flagrante des conditions
de ln campagne fut d’nilleurs dénoncée dans un rapport officiel rédigé par cent dix neuf (1 19)
observateurs dépéchés par la Conférence sur la Séeurité ct la Coopération en Europe (CSCE),
qui critiquait particaliérement « fa propagande henteuse des médias contralés par I'Eral e,
en premier e, de la téldvision qui a ignoré on modifid fe message de I'opposition w5,

112. La presse éerite indépendante, de son cété, n'eut gubre d'impact sur la grande masse de
la population serbe. Durement frappée par 'embargo international pendant la guerre {pepier),
elle restait I'apansge d'une élite privilégiée urhaine. Imporiante symboliquement pour les
démocrates — qui voyaient en elle le moyen de préserver feor o santé mentale » - 1o presse
¢erite a vu sur dix ans ses timges fondre sous le poids des obstacles de toute sorte mis sur son
chemin par le pouvoir, ot son lectoral s"épuiser fingnciérement - 4 la différence des serbes
vivant dang les campagnes ce furent en effet les citadins qui souffrirent le plus de 'embargo

international ¢t des conséquences de la guerme du Kosova...

Al 6 towt saniit crii
113. Toutes ceés caracléristiques du poysage médinlique serbe permettent en partic de
comprendre |a vulnérabilité extréme de la population & la propagande du régime. Celle-ci est

en effet parvenue avee suecds & annfhiler toul esprit eritique ; elle y parvensit d'sutant plus

facilement que les mnsses yougoslaves dans lewr ensemble avaient déja &é travaillées des

¥ Un 1ol procddé fis employé dés e 30 juin 1920 lors du premive meeting de *opposition ou régime Milosevie s
rassemblés devant lo slége de b @hevision, eéclamant la Tibertd de la presse of des éloations mubipariites, les
manifestunts furent sévérement dispersés par des policiers leur sssénant des goups de matrmgues. Le soir nadme,
on ne-¥it suoune image de cefte monifestation réprimée dans le jourmal €idvisé de T Hefgrady, En licu et place
vt U in communiqué du Ministire de 1"nidriour © ¢ P rulll de none over, leaving i it weke Jule Bogvy
el It <<hnge afendences, Jr ooy serveed fooshowt St She anited Seekimn oppoaition doee ol ey o
Fogitimate support of fie Serblin peaple. Midslinglng af the government aord peimitive anti-commtnlne proved
fo be of no avadl. The nnited apposition deardy showed tr recdivess o secrifice not only demacraey on e alfur
o peveor steieele, fe alve oue eonstitatton e e torritorio! doegeiny dnoleie bfod e for paveer ey wesil
saerffice even Kosovo, The rathy aoly targht us fhar mo opposition party, repordiess of the ovternsihdy democrarnis
Sezew Jr ot an, can ool e the supeet of the Serbitm peoplefl i disrogards the ety s vieel Ireress ™, Voir
o Tmugees el Words of Hote : Yeur (e o, Fomsdation: for Right to Plemres and Wores, Locor Lalic, B 932-
ARHITEL, 1995,

ﬂTﬂng spus fromtieres, La (ibernd de do proasse diy e monde. Repport 1993, p 343,
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dizames d'années durant par lo propagande communiste... L'absence d’informations, ou des
informations & sens unique, explique la docilité des masses serbes face 4 un régime ef & une
politique nationalistes dont clles ne percevaicnt pos clairement le carsctére criminel : les
populations, soit qu'elles ne voulaient pas voir ce qui se passait, soit qu’elles se comtenaient
des seules sources d'information officielles, étaient tenues et maintenues dans ['ignorance de
ot qui sc passait écllement dans la fédération e en Sorbic méme, o dumient done
peychologiquement disposées 4 crolre n'importe quel mensonge. Florence Hartmann rapporte
i ce propos |'expérience significative menée par une équipe de |'Institut d°Etdes Politiques
de Belgrade en juillet 1992, L'enquéte réalisée alors concluait que « 20% sewlement dex
persanmes interrogéer répondaient cortectement & la question @ <<gui g pilorné Sarafevo en
sl ef fuin depiis les havrewrs qui dominent lg ville > 2™, Les 80% restant, soit |'écrasante
majoritd des interrogds, se basunt sur les seules sources officizlles, &aient trompés par la
propagande du régime™®, Cette situation dramatique, qui ne laissait aucune chance &
'opposition démocratigue de faire valoir ses critiques ot done de convaincre "opinion
publigue de lui confier les rennes du pouvoir, oura éd possible par le poids derasant de la
Télévizion o 'Erat sur la société serbe dans son cnsemble. « La éfévision v, notait ainsi I
Journaliste du Monde, « foue en Serhie un rile de plug en plus important pour la formation de
Iapinion, Son mamichéisme volontaire se refléte done v 'ensemble de la société qui a pevdu
devani le petlt écran tons esprii critigue. Les effets sont inguiédtants, estiment les spécialistes.

qui parlent de iypnose de téiéspectatenrs et de lewr incrovable erédulité. Certaines dinder »,

38 o Lo presse serbe sous hiaute survellionce. M. Mifosevic conrille les misdias offfefels ef foll pression e les
incfdmerakams porie prowsonvede tes dars die groree o, Le Mande, 21 novembre 1992

1 Dans sen roppon Simatlon af tie media i frmer Yuposiovie, Report to the Comnrission of the Enropean
Linton, Airermarivag faformeattna Meeza éerit, @ propos du degré de confisnce accordé par o populoton &
I“information wléviste: « The comtral Dformation of T Balpode i distingiiched by grear credfbiling
According to dota, collemed by TV itellt 337 por cont af spectators absolmely believe fo iyformalon, ard oy
13 per cont cxpress digheliel (Timotle, M, {99)), Young spectaiors ppress sl lesy trust in thix mediuer (5.
Denverovie of o, [992)7, opcil, pSe.
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concluait-clle, « affiment que 60% de la population <<croivnt oviengliment>> auc

informationy qui sont rapportées par la télévision »*,

Ce contexte particulidrement difficile explique la multiplication et le succds, tout au long de la
décennie 1990, de voyants de toutes sortes ¢t lour omniprésence dens les médias serbes. Lo
régime Milosevic, pour avoir entrevu la valeur potenticlle des « selences occultes », les
utilisers comme avant lui Joseph Goebbels — ce demivr ayant en effet noté dans son agenda
personnel « le besofn &'incorporer lex sciences occulies dany narre propagande (...} nous
devany fuire pression sur tous lex voyonis pour qu'ily se mettenr & nofre service 4, Le
groupe de presse Politika, qui posstde elors plusicurs magnzines de mogie, o pinsi servi de
tremplin & prés d'une centaine de vayants et discurs de bonne aventure depuis 1994, auxquels,
sefon Je témoignage d'un propriéaire dagence de divination belgradoise, « les gens du
pouveir avaien! demandd de nie pas dire dy mal di gorvernement ef de prapoger wre énergle
pesitive ¥ Exemple parmi d'outres, Le Trofsidme €E1, 'un des plus anciens magazines de
magie fondé par le pouvernement youposlave, ndiquera dans sa rubrique « Horoscope » que
le destin de Slobodan Milosevic était de diriger la Yougostavic : o Les astres sont favorables
a Slobodan -Milosevic. Il a heavconp d'eanemis, mals Il fallalt 8y attendre, Il ext le meillenr
dles Nowmmes, il st done novmel que beancoup de gens sovkaltent ¢ chasser di ponvair, 1 ext
net son fe vigne du Lion ef lo Yougosiowe sous fg signe dy Tewrean, ce gufl prawve gu'ily ne
peuvemt éire géparés »4, Mais c'est encore lo RIS qui poussera @ son comble
I"instrumentalisation du pargpsychologigue & des fins de propagande, en faisant en soe que
les messages de hmine qu'il véhicule sofent diffusds oux heures de grande Geoure. Début 1993,

I"émizzion hebdomadaire « L'Horoscope de Mifja » - ¢'est-d-dire de Milja Vujanovic, qui se

M b,

1 Cité par Jelens Grufic, in o Mlosevie hramdit Narme porapsychalagiyie s, The fesiroe e Wor & Peaoe
Repartimy. & juin 2000,

bl ]
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propagande officielle touchuit ainsi, chaque soir, plus de 3,5 millions de personnes ot
constituail méme la seule et unique source d'information pour les trente pour cent (30%) de la
population qui n'avait jamais acheve 1'école élémentaire®™?, . Le réalisateur Lagar Lalic donne
un exemple qui rdsume bien I'impact de la propagande de In RTS sur certains publics.
Interrogée par la RTS sur les raisons ["ayant pousstée 4 s¢ porter volontalre pour combaitre &
Vukovar, une jeune femme serbe en uniforme, mére de deux énfants, expliquait: « Well,
when I wateh Television, | see what's going on and [ want to help, and it's worth sacrificing
my life for thiz here Serbia of ours y15,

u iti jgue i

111, Le monopole de |'information dont jouissait la Téldvision o Erar et dons une moindre
mesure la Radie natfoncle @ait gage pour Slobodan Milosevic de rovalties politiques
inestimables, La voix de I"opposition était contenue dans les centres urbaing — ¢ est-d-dire
aupris d'un public qui lui dait d&ja  mojorilairement acquis — e n'atcignait
qu'exceptionnellement les campagnes serbes @ cot ovaniage médimique allsicnt bien sl se
révéler pavant en de multiples circonstances électorales. Ce fut vrai pour les élections de
décembre 19902 et ce e sera également pour celles de décembre 199275, A Papproche ot
pendant la campagne électorale, les médias officiels redoublérent d'efforts pour que les

sortants, Slobodan Milosevie et le Parti socialiste serbe, Pemportent — guitte pour cela 4

amiifion spectators an the ferriwry of Secbiv iowarde the end off 1990, Steenion of e medio in former

¥rgoalevic, Repori o the Contmisming of the Enropese Lition, ATM, March 1995, pp,57-38,

15} Meporiers dans Trontbives, La fibertd de fu presve diois de imnnde. Roppart 1993, p.338,

?a: ﬂﬂ-.i.'-'nl'q 'nlg-E-

3 Dusan Mitevic, peoche de Milosevio o directeur gindml de ln K75 déclarait ouvertement. dons I

perspective de (4 temue des premitres dections mulfipartites de décembre 1500 o Nows devors i fafre pous

gl soicialintes emprirtenr o . Bappocé par Rade Veljanevak, ap.cir, p.309,

Peu gpriss ces dlections de décembre 1990, Predag Vs, le nidaciour-en-chef des Nouvelles & ta RTS dfelarnit

g;shlhquum: g [0 ATHE nvair nidé be part de Milosevie 4 parvenir au powvair {(Milica Pesie, opoeif s pui6. )
Aunre exerdple de partialié des mdidias © Milan Panie, candidat i In prisidence et adversaine de Miloaevie,

sor ginai prisenié comme étant de miche ovee fes ennemis de 1o Sernie @ déerit comme & s moeds v ooween

lex wrers afin e conveninere ler dtrargers de sowtenie sa polltigee » dons be jourmul du premize programime de

Rolio Relgrode le 17 dicembre 1992, fdon p 30K,

oz



présente comme astrologue, historicone et reporter (par ailleurs ancienne actrice et « Miss
Yougoslavie »), sera déplacée de son hormire de fin de soirée sur la troisiéme chafne de la RTS
{IK) pour éire diffuséc & 'heure de plus grande écoute : 20H15 Jes mardis. Les chercheurs
Elena Popovic et Viadimir Badovinae, qui ont ¢tudié ces émissions d’astrologie politique de
mars & mai |993, expliquent ainsi leur rile : ¢ Whar Milja Vijanovic explains, regardiess of
the occasional imvoking of astrology symbols (..), vasily translates into everyday political
fanguage. What we have here Is the glorlficarion af the Serb nation, the roral negorion of
everything thar is different and the fustification for spreading the policies of this state
auihigrity, And 50, astrelogy Iy usually found in the role of an instrimment of hote speech "4,
Celle qui présentait |es Serbes commie “un peuple élu par le ciel” et qui parlait de “la nature
satanigue * des puissances occidentales au moment ol I'Armée Fédérle bombardait Vukovar
& I"automne 1991, officiera une décennie durant pour le régime de Belprade ; celui-ci saura lui
IEmOigner sa reconnaissance | aprés que son mar ait ird sure elle e "ait blessé au printemps
2000, Vevernfe Novosti, 1'un des deus principoux journgux du régime, publicra pendant

plusieurs semaines un bulletin de santé joumalier de 'ancienne « Miss Yougoslavie o...

Cete frontitre floue entre information, astrologie ot propapande nc saurnit 8tre miows: jllustirée
que par ce « message de veeux de Nouvel An » 1993 adressé aux téléspectateurs serbes par le
journal iélévisé de 19H30 de la RTS, 4 on moment ol la guerre faisail rage en Croatic i en
Bosnie: « The <<DOnewnik => magazfn in iz New Yeor isswe repors on clairvopant

prediciions for this vear, Zorika Cverkovic, ostronumerologisn from Belgrade, whose

L RIS Chinme! Theae, Astralegy fn the Fuection of Huired™, in Hate Spaecl, An Analyuis af the Coitent of
Domectic Medla n the Fivret Port of 1993, Center for Antivar Action, Belgrade, [994, p.62,
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predictions aboul this war have come Ifrue, sees the boundaries of the third Yugoslavia

expanding and the Serbs living in a confederate state »#5,

Janvier 2003

245 ¢ furager and Woredy f Hara - TV Newa af 730 20w, B 92, Foursdatfon for Rt do Pietires and Words,
Lazar Lolic, ARHITEL, 1998,
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FOREWORD
Justice Louise Arbour

For some considerable time during the armed conflict in Bosnia and Herzegoving, analysts were

aware of the danger of a similarly disastrous breakdown of international peace and secunty in

Kosovo. Unlike the situation in Bosnia, however, there was a much greater fear that an explosion

of ethnic violence in Kasovo could not be contained, and that it might rapidly spread to engulf the
~ whole of the Balkan region.

When it did come, the violence in Kosovo was homrific, and again proved devastating for the many
ordinary people who became its victims. Civilised people throughout the world were shocked by
the media reports of criminal conduct that began to emerge. The Intemational Criminal Tribunal
for the former Yugoslavia made it clear that its junisdiction extended to Kosovo, and that persons
responsible would be brought to justice for their crimes.

Justice must be part of any lasting and meaningful peace, but criminal justice s not an abstract

quantity. In order to be effective as enforcement mechanisms for the rule of law, criminal courts, o 07

and eriminal tribunals must be able to get at the truth of what happened. They depend upon
reliable evidence, impartially collected by their own staff or by other persons of trust and
experience, who do not adhere o one side of another in the ethnic con flict. Media reports and
instant reaction may be given a high profile, and they may "tell the story” for a broad public, butin
themselves they are nosubstitute for the careful assembly of data zu'n:ljjtfr systematic analysis,

The result of the work of the OSCE set out in this report covering the first half of 1999, is

- therefore an important contribution to the documentation of human rights abuses in Kosavo. A
celiable database of this kind gaes a lang way towards establishing a solid foundation for deciding
upon appropriate measures to restore and maintain international peace and security in the region.
Bringing to justicethose responsible for the crimes uncovered is a necessary part of such
measures, but it is only part of the process involved in re-building tom societies. This report will
therefore be a useful tool for policy makers and for all those involved in that difficult task.

Eanianls Previcus Nzt
ROSOVO | KOSOVAAs Seen, As Tl OSCE DDIHR

g http;ffwww.usnam-g;'kasmufmpnns!hﬂp@nlfpﬂfnrcw.hun 12/ 6/99 1:46 PM




Kosovo/Kosova As Seen, As Told Page | of 4

osicle KOSOVO / KOSOVA As Seen, As Told
The hurnan rights findings of the OSCE Kosove Verification Mission
Contents Previous Mext
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

About the OSCE-KVM Human Rights Division

In 1998, after more than six months of escalating armed conflict between Yugoslav and Serbian
forces and the Kosove Liberation Army (UCK), the UN Security Council, in Resolution 1199,
called for an immediate cease-fire in Kosovo, an international presence to monitor it, the
withdrawal of “security units used for civilian repression”, and dialogue on the future of the
province. On 16 October 1998 the OSCE Kosovo Verification Mission (OSCE-KVM) was
established to monitor complianeewith Resolution 1199 and with the cease-fire. The Human
Rights Division within the OSCE-KVMbecame operational in December 1998, and was deployed
extensively across Kosovo by the end of January 1999. A core activity of the OSCE-KVM Humar
Rights Division was to monitor, investigate, document and report allegations of human nghts
abuses eommitted by all parties to theconflict in Kosovo.

With the collapse of the Rambouillet peace process, the OSCE-KVM was withdrawn from
Kosovo on 20 March 1999, in the face of an untenable situation of deteriorating secunty,
including additionallarge-scale deployments of Yugoslav and Serbian military and security forces,
and armed uregulars, into Kosovo, as well as the immminent internationalization of the conflict. The
Human Rights Divisionwas redeployed in Albania and the former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia, and continued its collection of victim and witness evidence of human rights abuses by
conducting interviews amongrefugees from Kosovo over the next two-and-a-half months, until it
was stood down by decision of the OSCE Permanent Council, on 9 June 1999,

A mass of data sbout the prevailing human rights situation in Kosovo was collected by the
OSCE-KVM in the two phases of its deployment, including hundreds of individual case reports,
daily and weekly reports compiled by human rights officers at its Regional Centres and field
offices duringthe period to 20 March, and 2,764 interviews with refugess in Albania and the
former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia.

This report is the product of an analysis of that data carried out at the OSCE Office for
Democratic Institutions and Hurmnan Rights (OSCE/ODIHR} in Warsaw.

Analysing the OSCE-KVM's human rights findings: the OSCE/ODIHR's approach

The analytical methodology and reporting strategy applied by the OSCE/ODIHR, as described in
more detail in the Introduction, is driven entirely by the data collection of the OSCE-KVM.
Consistenit with this methodology, the report does not therefore address itself to human rights
violations that were beyond the reach of the OSCE-KVM's investigation and reporting efforts.
Similarly, the report does not address itself to events that have occurred after the end of the
mandate of the OSCE-KVM, except to the extent of incorporating specific information about
investigative follow-up to the primary data of the OSCE-KVM.

There are clearly other human rights reports to be written on Kosovo, and on Yugoslavia,

hup:f!ww.usce.urg"kﬂmv&’rupmtsfhﬂpm”pﬂ:xmmhun 12/ 5/9% 1:46 PM
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covering the same period as is covered here, and beyond.
Violations, their impact on Kosovo society, and the human rights map of Kosovo

The OSCE-KVM's findings are presented by the OSCE/ODIHR from three perspectives.
Approaching this data from any of these perspectives, the analysis reveals clear pattems and
strategies of human 1ights violations.

The first perspective is an analysis of the nature of the human rights and humanitarian law
violations that were committed in Kosovo, This reveals that:

«  Summary and arbitrary killing of civilian non-combatants oceurred at the hands of both
parties to the conflict in the period up to 20 March. On the part of the Yugoslay and
Serbian forces, their intent to apply mass killing as an instrument of terror, coercion or
punishment againstKosovo Albanians was already in evidence in 1998, and was shockingly
demonstrated by incidents in January 1999 (including the Racak mass killing) and beyond.
Arbitrary killing ofcivilians was both a tactic in the campaign to expel Kosovo Albanians,
and an objective initself.

iy

» Arbitrary arrest and detention, and the violation of the right to a fair trial, became
increasinglythe tools of the law enforcement agencics in the suppression of Kasoveo
Albanian civil andpolitical rights, and - accompanied by torture and ill-veatment - were
applied as a2 means to imtimidate the entire Kosovo Albanian society

« Rape and other forms of sexual vialence were applied sometimes as a weapon of war

* Forced expulsion carried out by Yugoslav and Serbian forces took place on a massive scale,
with evident strategic planning and in clear violation of the laws and customs of war. It was
often accompanied by deliberate destruction of property, and looting. Opportunities for
extortion of money were a prime motivator for Yugoslay and Serbian perpetrators of
human rights and humanitarian law violations,

The second perspective 18 to look at the specific and different ways in which communities and
groups in Kosovo society expenenced human rights violations during the conflict. Findings
o include:

a—

+ There was a specific focus - for killings, arbitrary detention and torture - on young Kosovo
Albanian men of fighting age, every one of them apparently perceived as a potential
“terromst”.

« Women were placed in positions of great vulnerability, and were specific objects of violence
targeting their gender.

« There is chilling evidence of the murderous targeting of children, with the aim of terrorizing
and punishing adults and communities.

+ The Kosovo Serb community were victims of humanitarian law viclations committed by the ] \
UCK, especially in the matter of the many Serbs missing following abduction. However,
many Serb civilians were active participants in human rights violations, alongside the
military andsecurity forces, against the Kosovo Albanians. Other national communities and
minorities alsohad specific experiences of the conflict.

. Prominent, educated, wealthy or politically or socially active Kosovo Albanians were a
prime target to be killed. Local staff of the OSCE-KVM, and other people associated with
the mission were harassed or forcibly expelled, and some were killed, after 20 March.

htrp:wa.n-sna.u:gr’kuﬁmrnfrcpnmfhrfpmﬂfp{ﬁmesmhun 12/ 8/99 146 PM
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The third perspective is a geographical human rights "map"” of Kosovo. Proceeding municipality
by municipality, the report presents descriptions of events in hundreds of communities across
Kosavo. In seme cases the descriptions are of events on a single day or within a short time period,
and reveal how the most characteristic human rights violations of the entire reporting period -
forced expulsion, inevitably accompanicd by deliberate property destruction, and often by killings
or other violence, or extortion - could be visited on a community with little or no advance
indication, with great speed, and with great thoroughness. Such experiences were replicated in
rurel areas all across Kosovo, and would be repeated if villagers attempted to retumn to their
homes. In other locations, particularly thetowns, communities of Kosovo Albanian civilians
cxperienced an onglaught over many days or weekscombining arbitrary violence and abuse with
an overall approach that appeared highly organized andsystematic. Everywhere, the attacks on
communities appear to have been dictated by strategy, not by breakdown in command and control

Indicators of a strategy well rehearsed, and brutally implemented

Most tellingly, the analysis of some of the most prevalent human rights and humanitarian law
violations, as well as the analysis of their geographical organization and their impact on
communities, demanstrate how the violations inflicted on the Kosovo Albanian population after
20 March were a continuation of actions by Yugoslav and Serbian military and security forces that
were well rehearsed, insofar as they were already taking place in many locations in Kosovo well
before 20 March. The mass killing atRacak on 15 January 1999 most graphically illustrates the
descent into violence amounting to war ¢rimes and crimes against humanity, and was to become a
precedent for numerous other atrocities recounted to the OSCE-KVM in the period after 20
March.

Other key events in this regard in the period before 20 Masch were the killings of Kosovo
Albanianshy police at Rogovo and Rakovina later in January, the launch of Yugoslav army
“winter exercises” involving the shelling of villages and the forced expulsion of villagers in
Vucitrn/Vushtm municipality inFebruary and March, a military and police offensive in Kacanik in
February, in which a tactic of burning and destroying civilian homes to clear the area of the UCK
was employed, and a violentpolice crack-down in an Albanian quarter of Pristina/Prishtina in early
March after the killing of two police officers. Alongside the killings in Racak, these events reveal
patterns of grave abuses by Yugoslav and Serbian forces against the civilian population. Such
patterns of abuse recur after 20 March in the descriptions given by refugees.

The scale on which human rights violations recur is staggering. It has been estimated that over 90
per cent of the Kosovo Albanian population - over 1.45 million people - were displaced by the
conflictby 2 June 1999. The death toll as yet can only be guessed at, but the prevalence of
confirmed reports and witness staternents about individual and group killings in this report is
indicative. The vialencemeted out to people, as recounted vividly, particularly in the statements of
refugees, was extreme and appalling. The accounts of refugees also give compelling examples of
the organized and systematic nature of what was being perpetrated by Yugoslav and Serbian
forces, and their tolerance for and collusion in acts of extreme lawlessness by paramilitaries and
armed civilians.

The sommission of human rights and humanitarian law violations during the infernal armed
conflict in Kosovo during the time it was being monitored by the OSCE-KVM was nol one-sided.
All parts of this report look at violations committed by both parties to the internal conflict. It must
be stressed, however, that an obvious conclusion of the analysis is that there was certainly nothing
resembling balance or equivalence in the nature or the scale of the human rights violations
committed by each side, Suffering in Kosovo in the period monitored by the OSCE-KVM was
overwhelmingly KosovoAlbanian suffering, at the hands of the Yugoslav and Serbian state

http: /fwww.osce.org/kosavoireports/hripart 1 /pOexesum. htm 12/ 9/99 1:46 PM
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military and security apparatus.

A catastrophe rooted in the long-term disregard for human rights and fundamental
freedoms

A guiding principle of the OSCE is that respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms,
democracy and the rule of law is an essential component of security. A consistent pattermn of
hurnan rights violations in Kosovo led eventually to a breakdown in security. The deterioration
into a security crisis, armed conflict and & human rights and humanitarian catastrophe in Kosovo
might have been avoided if the Yugoslav and Serbian suthorities, rather than engaging in the
persistent violation of the human rights of the Kosovo Albanian population in the past decade, had
sought to construct in Kosovo an open and inclusive soeiety founded on the principles of respect
for human rights and fundamental freedoms.

Conlanis Pomd
KOSOVO /! KOSOVA As Sean, As Taold OSCFE aDHe
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AR-4T7/Kalashnikov
APC
Arkan

Arkan's Tigers
Black Hand
BOV

BOV M-86
CC

CDHRF
Chetnik

Dervish
D

ECMM

EU

FRY

Hoja (hedja or hoca)
HQ

ICRC

ICTY

ID

IDP
1OM
KDOM
K-FOR
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Pravious Mt

Russian- or Chinese-made semi-automatic rifle
armoured personnel carrier

real name, Zeljko Raznjatovic, paramilitary leader during the wars in
Croatia and Bosnia-Herzegovina. Indicted by the Intemational
Criminal Tnbunal for the former Yugoslavia (on 30 September 1997
and publiclyon 31 March 1999); wanted by Interpol

Serb pararmilitary formation lead by "Arkan"

Serbian paramilitary group

armoured personnel camer/Self-propelled anti-aircraft gun
wheeled reconnaissance vehicle

OSCE-KVM Co-ardination Centre co-ordinating two to four Field
Offices

Council for the Defence of Human Rights and Freedoms in Kozavo

term with connotations to First World War combat forces under Kosta
Pecenac, and to Second World War eombat forees under Dirpza
Mihailovic. The term is now derogatory, used to indicate a hard- fine
nationalistic Serb

member of a Muslim Sufi order

deutschmark/German mark, widely used as hard currency for
transactions in Kosovo

European Community Monitoring Mission
European Union

Federal Republic of Yugoslavia

Muslim religious teacher

OSCE-KVM Headquarters in Pristina
International Committee of the Red Cross

(United Nations) International Criminal Tribunal for the former
Yugoslavia

identity documentation

internally displaced person

International Organization for Migration
Kosovo Diplomatic Observer Mission
NATO-Kosovo Force
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KLA Kosovo Liberation Army - UCK (Ushtria Clirimtare e Kosoves)

KZRS Criminal Code of the Republic of Serbia

KZSRJ Criminal Code of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia

KVM OSCE Kosovo Verification Mission

LBD United Democratic Movement (Levizja e Bashkuar Demokratike)

LDK Democratic League of Kosovo (Lidhja Demokratike te Kosoves),
leading Kosovo Albanian political party

ME0 licence-built AK-74 semi automatic rifle

M-80 armoured fighting vehicle

Mahala small settlement connected to a village or town

Mother Teresa Society non-governmental aid organization

Mufti Senior Muslim cleric and expert on theShariah, Islamic religious
teachings

MUP Ministry of the Interior (Ministarstve Unutrasnjih Posiava)

NATO North Atlantic Treaty Organization

NGO MNon-governmental organization

ODIHR OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights

OsCE Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe

OSCE-EVM OSCE Kosove Vetification Mission (16 October 1998-9 June 19949)

OSCE-MiK OSCE Mission in Kosovo (from 1 July 1999)

OSCE-TFK OSCE Task Foree for Kosovo (9-30 June 1999)

Paris talks round of negotiations between FRY representatives and Kosovo
Albanians held after the Rambouillet talks, and beginning on 15 March
at the Kleber Centre

Pinzgauer small, Austrian-made armoured personnel carrier

PIP Special Police Unit (Posebne Jedinice Policjie)

plis traditivnal white hat worn by older Kosovo Albanian men

Praga armoured truck with a twin mounted 30mm cannon

Rambouillet talks round of negotiations between FRY representatives and Kosovo

Albanians called for by the Contact Group of six countries opening in
Chateau Rambouillet on 6 February 1999, and held until 23 February.
Followed by Paris talks

RC OSCE-KVM Regional Centre

RC1 OSCE-KVM Regional Centre 1, Prizren/Prizren

RC2 OSCE-KVM Regional Centre 2, Kosovska Mitrovica/Mitrovice
RC3 OSCE-KVM Regional Centre 3, Pec/Pgje

RC4 OSCE-KVM Regional Centre 4, Gnjilane/Gjilan

RCS OSCE-KVM Regional Centre 5, Pristina/Prishtina

RPG rocket-propelled grenade

SAJ Special Anti-terrorist Unit (Specifalne Anti-teroristicke Jedinice)
4):] State Security Service (Sluzba Drzavne Bezbednosi)
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Serbian eross Serbian nationalist symbol, comprising a cross and four cyrillic "S"s
derived from the slogan "Only Unity Saves the Serbs" Gamo Sloga
Srbina Spasava)

Seselj Vajislav Seselj, Serbian paramilitary leader who became a politician
and leader of the SRS

SPS Socialist Party of Serbia (Socijalisticka Partija Srbije) led by Slobodan
Milosevic

SRS Serbian Radical Party (Srpska Radikalna Stranka) led by Vojoslay
Sesel}

T-55 Soviet tank, mostly build in Poland and Chechoslovakia

UCK Kosovo Liberation Army (Ushiria Clirimtare e Kosoves)

UNESCO United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization

UNHCHR United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights

UNHCR United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees

UNMIK United Nations Mission in Kosovo

USAID United States Government aid erganization

Vi Yugoslav Army (Vojska Jugoslavije)

White Eagles Serb paramilitary formation under Vajislay Sesel]
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zole KOSOVO / KOSOVA As Seen, As Told
% The human rights findings of the OSCE Kosove Verification Mission
i‘ L Contents Fravious Naxt
INTRODUCTION

Methodology, scope, timeframe, reporting style, terminology

Methodology

In developing this report, the analytical methodology and reporting strategy applied by the OSCE
Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights (OSCE/ODIHR) was driven by the data
collection of the OSCE Kosovo Verification Mission (OSCE-KVM),

The methodology of the OSCE-KVM Human Rights Division, and the framework of international
human rights and humanitarian law standards that it followed, are explained in more detail in
Chepter 2 (legal standards applicable to this report also appear in the Annex). The data collection
by the OSCE-KVM Human Rights Division took place in two phases and in two quite different
environments. From the time when it became operational during December 1998 and January
1998, to its evacuation from Kosovo on 20 March 1999, it was engaged in systematic reporting,
in a variety of formats, about human rights and humanitarian law viclations that it could verify
directly in-country. Afier 20 March, the Human Righis Division was engaged in taking victim and
witness statements fromrefugees. All of this data has been scrutinized by the OSCE/ODIHR

Extensive references by citation are made throughout this report to OSCE-KVM documents and
refugee interview forms. As the OSCE-KVM Human Rights Division operated with strict security
and confidentiality safeguards (see Chapter 2, and also below), these materials are not available to
the public, but have been made available to the Intermational Criminal Tribunal for the former
Yugoslavia(ICTY). Even without access to the source materials, the citations throughout this
report should serve as evidence to the reader that the conclusions of this re port are the result of
extensive documentation; they may also be useful to the ICTY. OSCE-KVM documents fiom
before 20 March are referred to by their type (incident report, trial monitoring report, etc) and
reference number. Information derived from refugee interviews is indicated by the four-digit
footnotes with alphabetical prefix, which is thefile number of the refugee’s confidential intervies

recard, made in either Albania (prefix A/) or theformer Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia (prefix
M.

The information here deriving from refugee statements is presented as it was recounted to the
OSCE-KVM. Where information is acknowledged by the intérviewee to be hearsay, rather than

the statement of a direct victim or witness, this is noted, as are inconsistencies when interviewess
differ intheir accounts of the same incidents. Where priorities and conditions on the ground / ?J
allowed, efforts have been made to verify as many of the reports as possible, mainly through the
activities of the Human Rights Division of the OSCE Mission in Kosovo (OSCE-MiIK), the .
OSCE-KVM's successor, which was deployed into Kosovo (initially as the Transitional Task

Force) from 14 June 1393, OSCE-MiK human rights officers have visited locations previously
identified in refugeestatements, and have conducted further interviews. There has also been ¥
limited follow-up investigationin Kosovo by analysts working for the OSCE/ODIHR on this
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report, with the support of the OSCE-MiK. The findings of these verification efforts are cited here
wherever relevant. In an on-going process, victim and witness statements collected by the
OSCE-KVM are being substantiated with forensic evidence found at the crime sites by
mvestigators of the ICTY, and by continuinginvesti gations by the OSCE

Aspects of the methodology applied in this repart, and its format, were greatly inspired by an
analysisand report prepared by a commission of experts established in respanse to humanitarian
law violations in Croatia and Bosnia-Herzegovinal

Scope of the report, and timeframe

Consistent with this report's approach of concentrating on information collected by the

OSCE-KVM, other information is used only to provide verification (or refutation) or background
and context for this primary data.

The report does not, therefore, address itself to human rights violations that were beyond the
reach of the OSCE-KVM's investigation and reporting efforts. For the period when the
OSCE-KVM was deployed inside Kosovo it had no mandate for the rest of Serbia, so did not
collect data on the human rights situation there. When deploved in Albania and the former
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, theOSCE-KVM Human Rights Division focused on collecting
statements from refugees in these two countries. People who remained in Kosovo, or who were
displaced into the rest of Serbia or into Montenegro, as well as the majority of the casualties in
Yugoslavia resulting from the NATO aircampaign, were similarly beyond the reach of the
OSCE-KVM. The framework of this report nevertheless incorporates an analysis of some
incidents in Kosovo where casualtics resulted fromMNATO bombing, as those incidents were
witnessed or experienced and subsequently recounted to the OSCE-KVM by refugees. The report
does not seek to assess the situation of the refugees in their host countries.

Simularly, the report does not address itself to events that have accurred beyond the end of the
mandate of the OSCE-KVM on 9 June 1999, except to the extent of incorporating specific
information about investigative follow-up to the primary data of the OSCE-KVM. The reporting
pericd is the period in which the OSCE-K'VM was in existence: 16 October 1998 to 9 June 1999
There are few references to OSCE-KVM human rights reporting prior to December 1998, when
the Human Rights Division began to become operational on the ground

Reporting style and terminology

Complainants and interviewees gave statements to the OSCE-KVM on the understanding that

strict confidentiality was assured. In the period after 20 March, when taking statements from

refugees, the anly concession asked of such interviewees was that consent be given 1o share

confidential data withthe ICTY. Only where such consent was given will confidential data be

shared with the ICTY. No confi dential data will be shared with any private parties, E:*.rrfmmmtsw 3 fl-, !
organizations.2 DT Va7 T ENMuz Mige BRio=tYl

or other org V. w’ih:w_‘.'uhh.mﬁﬁ;}ff#m,

In the development and writing of the report the decision was made not to disclose the names of o7 g

witnesses or victims, either dead or alive. The aim of this is to ensure the safety of victims or WL
witnesses and safeguard confidentiality, to prevent possible retaliatory attacks based on

statements, or interference with persons who may be called upon to give evidence in legal

proceedings. Even where the person referred to has died family members could still be alive and in

need of such safeguards and protection. The only victims who are identified by name are persons

who were already prominently inthe public domain, and where to not name them could be

ambiguous or confusing.

Alleged perpetrators have likewise not been named, with the exception of persons who are already
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under indictment by the ICTY or persens about whom allegations are prominently in the public
domain. Some alleged perpetrators have been identified by function or official position, however,

Utmost care has been taken in regard to specific locations where witnesses or victims lived in
order to ensure confidentiality. Locations where rape and other forms of sexual violence occurred,
where their disclosure might lead to identification of the victim (e.g. by the naming of a small
cammunity where aparticular meident occurred) have been withheld, The exact locations of
alleged grave sites have notbeen included in the report except when the site is known to the [CTY
and the latter has completed exhumations and on-site investigations. This approach is intended to
protect grave sites from any tampering or other consequences which could hinder the ICTY in its
investigations.

Language issues

During the period covered by this report, the practice of the FRY authorities was to employ the
Serbian language in official correspondence in Kosavo, Where known, the authors of this report
have employed a convention used by many intemational organizations operating in Kosovo by
citing both the Serbian and Albanian language place names in the first mention within chapters,
and subsequently wherever helpful; Serbian place names are used thereafter in the text. The
decision to employ the Serbian language as the primary reference was made partly due to the fact
that during the time of the OSCE-KVM, the official Serbian names were widely available, whereas
the spelling in Albanian ofplace names was not standardized. In this report, Albanian place names
generally follow the spellingsprovided by the office of the United Nations High Commissicner for
Refugees (UNHCR), which produced a survey of villages in Kosovo municipalities in March
1999, although other spellings appear for some locations not mentioned by the UNHCR as well as
some commonly understood spellings for other locations.

The language references, names, maps and other conventions used in this document do not imply
any political position on the status of Kosovo contrary to that of the OSCE.

MNotes

1 The Final Report of the Commission of Bxperts Bstablished Pursuant to Secunty Council Resolution T8O (19%2),
571994674, 27 May 1994 and its Annexes {Commission of Experts Report)

2 All persans involved in compiling this report of the OSCE/GDIHR signed confidentiality apresments al the stam( their
employment, which were binding for the duration and therealler. To ensure strici confidentinlity, dathandling was kept
lo & minimum and on a "rneed to know" basis. Chain of costody of information was recorded andafeguarded at afl times.
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“5‘“; @ KOSOVO / KOSOVA As Seen, As Told
: PART | : The OSCE-KVM human rights operation (Chapiar 1)

KOSOVO: THE HISTORICAL AND POLITICAL
BACKGROUND

In the early 20th century Kosovo and western Macedonia, emerging from the dismantling of the
Ottoman empire in south-eastern Europe, were the main areas of collision between Albanian and
Serb nationalist aspirations. The Albanian national revival, under way since the foundation in 1878
of the League of Prizren, aimed at uniting the areas of mainly Muslim Albanian-speaking
populations. The Serb focus was on history and symbolism rather than on contemporary
demographics. Serbian historians held the Kosovo area to be the cradle of their civilization, where
some of the defining eventsrelating to their sense of nationhood had taken place, notably the final
and unavailing stand made byPrince Lazar against Ottoman forces at the Battle of Kosovo Polje

in June 1389, The Orthodox monasteries of Kosovo were of great significance in their religious
and cultural identity, Pec/Peja inparticular was the seat of the Serbian Patriarchate,

Serbia, itself an independent principality only smee 1878, after centunies of almost uninterrupted
Ottoman rule, gained control of Kosovo in 1912 as a result of the First Balkan War. The Albanian
state which came into being at this time thus did not include territory where some 800,000
Albanianslived. Only briefly during the Second World War, when the area was conquered by
Italian and then Genmaean forees, was an Albanian vassal state allowed to administer mast of

Kosovo (1941-44).

Movements of population during this period are a matter of much dispute. From 1212 cnwards,
Serb families were moved into Kosovo in considerable numbers. the wealthier Albanians living
there were dispossessed by land reforms, and possibly as many as half a million Albanians were
moved out Conversely, it is frequently asserted by Serbs that hundreds of thousands of Albanians
moved mto Kosovo between 1941 and 1945,

Under commumnist rule in post-1945 Yugoslavia, Albanians were recognized as a minority
nationality, with legal rights to education in their own language and protection for cultural
institutions. Kosovo, as part of Serbia, had a degree of home rule, extended in 1968

Autonomous province status

The 1974 Constitution - the third of the period of the rule of Marshal Tito - was a majar step in
the devolution of government and economic power to the republics - Bosnia-Herzegovina,
Croatia, Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia and Slovenia - which made up the Socialist Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia (SFRY). However, Tito had long been oceupied with ﬂ}: prn_hllf:m of
Serbia's weightwithin the SFRY. It was by far the largest republic, with over nine million
inhabitants - 40 per cent of the total population. The 1974 Constitution addressed this issuc by
giving nearly ane-third of Serbia'sinhabitants a large degree of autonomy, in the provinces of
Kosovo (where the population was 90 per cent Albanian, totalling some 1.7 million and rising)
and Vojvodina (the home of & 400,000-strong Hungarian minorty).

While they were defined as autonomous provinces of Serbia rather than given full republican
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status, Kosovo and Vojvodina were recognized by the 1974 Constitution as constituent members
of the federation. Their leaders thus had separate membership of the rotating collective state
presidency which took over after the death of Tito in 1981. The antonomous provinces cach had
their own central bank and separate police, educational systems and judiciary, a provincial
assembly as well asrepresentation in the Serbian parliament, and most importantly a provincial
communist party, in Kosovo's case the League of Communists of Kosove.

In 1981, demands by Kosovo Albanians for full republican status (notionally including the right to
secede) gathered impetus in mass protests, but the demonstrations were countered by a hardline
response. The federal army was deployed and a state of emergency was declared in the province.
As unrest continued over the next seven years, according to official figures 7,000 Kosovo
Albanianswere sentenced to short prison terms, and over 1,750 more received longer sentenices,
of up to 15 years, in connection with nationalist activity.

The Serb nationalist backlash

Although it was mainly Albanian activists and protesters who were being subjected to human
rights violations in Kosovo post-1981, including arrest and imprisonment - by law enforcement
bodies still at this stage mainly staffed by Albanians - the Serbs of Kosovo saw themselves as the
disadvantaged minority there. Complaining of discrimination, of violent attacks upon them going
unpunished, and of the domination of political and economic life by the Kosavo Albanian
community, Kosovo Serbs hadalready been migrating from the area in growing numbers since the
1960s. Petitions began to circulate, and Kosovo Serbs’ resentment was galvanized into protest and
resistance following the sensationalpublication in a mass circulation newspaper in Septernber
1986 of the Memorandum of the Serbian Academy of Arts and Sciences. An unfinished draft of an
academic paper, the Memorandum ranged over issues including an alleged conspiracy against
Serbia by Slovenia and Croatia. Such divisivenationalism was heresy in the SFRY and was duly
denounced across the country. Its effecis were nevertheless explosive, and nowhere more so than
in Kosovo, where the Memorandum warned Serbs that they faced total genocide unless they could
reverse the "Albanianization" of the province.

24 April 1987 was a critical day for Serb nationalism and for the future of Kosove. Slobodan
Milosevic, a prominent figure in the republican communist party, the League of Communists of
Serbia, had gone to Koseve for a dialogue with the local Serbs about their grievances. While he
was in Kosovo Polje/Fushe Kosove meeting their representatives, a large crowd demonstrating in
their support was driven back by local police using batons. The crowd fought back, and then
Milosevic came out to address them. He made himself the instant hero of the Kosovar Serbs,
telling them infront of the television cameras that "no one should dare to beat you", and making
their controversial nationalist agenda his own. By the end of 1987 Milosevic was in firm control of
both the party and government in Serbia.

The loss of autonomy status

The following year, as both the Albanian nationalist agitation and Serb anti-discrimination rallies
maintained their momentum, proposals were put forward to amend the Serbian constitution to
give Belgrade more control over security in Kosovo and Vojvodina (as well as over financial and
social policy), thereby reducing provincial autonomy. Leading members of the League of _
Commumnists inboth provinces resipned before the constitutional amendments were sp;:.smvad in
February-March 1989 by the Serbian parliament and the respective provincial assemblies.

Further stages in the removal of provincial autonomy followed. The main step, inr:iudi_ng
dissolving theprovincial assemblies, was taken in the form of amendments to the Serbian
constitution proposed in May 1990, implemented in June and supported in & republic-wide
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referendum that July. The lastvisible political institutions of provincial autonomy - representation
an the collective SFRY presidencyand in the Federal Assembly - remained nominally intact, but in
practice the presidency itself was inchronic crisis as the federation approached the end of its
existence. At one stage in March 1991 the Kosovo representative was recalled for "anti-Serbian
activities" and the Serbian Assembly voted toabolish the post. Although this was soon rescinded,
two months later the Kosovo delegation walked out of the Federal Assembly when it voted to
confirm a candidate chosen by Serbia as the newKosovo representative on the Presidency.

Of greater real significance than this political manoeuvring within the Presidency were the
withdrawal or closure of publicly funded Albanian language media in 1989, the publication in 1990
of a new schools currieulum for Kosovo to bring Albani an-language teaching into line with that in
the rest of Serbia, the ending of teaching in Albanian in most secondary schools in 1992, and the
cutting of Albanian-language teaching at Pristina University at the same time. Kosovo Albanians
responded with a schools boycott and attempts to maintain a "parallel” system aof
Albanian-language education, oftenprovided by teachers who had lost their jobs.

Periods of particularly acute tension in the continuing unrest included violent rioting over the 1989
constitutional amendments and the arrest of popular local political leader Azem Viasi;
disturbances in Pristina in early 1990, quelled by the temporary impesition of a state of
emergency, after Milosevichad issued a call for Serbs to begin a campaign of mass settlement to
reverse the decline in theirnumbers in Kosovo, protests over the dissolution of the provincial
assembly that July, and a generalstrike in September 1990 over mass dismissals of Kosovo
Albanian officials. A state of emergency backed by a strong Serbian police and security presence,
was in force in Kosovo from late 1989 untilthe latter part of 1992,

Parallel Kosovo Albanian administration in Kosove

After the Kosovo Assembly was dissolved in June 1990, an attempt was made by 114 of its 180
deputies on 2 July to declare Kosovo independent from Serbia and a full republic within the
SFRY. This move was declared illegal by both Serbia and the SFRY, s6.on 7 Septemnber 111 of
the deputies, meeting secretly in Kacanik/Kacanik, proclaimed an independent Republic of
Kosovo. Criminal charges were subsequently brought against them. That December, Kasova
Albanians boycotted elections to the Serbian parliament,

In September 1991 the Kosovo Assembly deputies, still resisting Serbian efforts to declare their
activities illegal, organized a referendum on sovereignty in which they reported an 87 per cent
turnout and almost 100 per cent voting in favour. A provisional coalition government formed in
October, and given diplomatic recognition on 22 October by Albania It claimed to run its own
police forces and to support its activities by collecting taxes from the Kosovo Albanian
population, but had to act clandestinely to avoid the amest of its members by Serbian palice and
security forces.

The first parallel elections organized in Kosovo did not take place until May 1992. By this time
the wars of the Yugoslav succession had begun, the SFRY had ceased to exist, four of its
canstituent republics had declared their separate independence, and Serbia and Montenegro had
joined m forming in April 1992 a new Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY). Within the FRY
structure, both Vejvedina and Kosovo and Metohija (as it was officially called by Serbia) were
officially designatedas autonomous provinces, but the confrontational situation in Kosovo meant
that Kosovo Albanians continued to boycott Serbian and FRY federal assembly elections, while
there was no official Kesovoassembly and Serbia condemned any parallel elections among the
Kosovo Albanian community asillegal.

In the May 1992 parallel elections the Democratic League of Kosovo (LDK), founded in
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September 1990 and led by Ibrahim Rugova, won most of the seats in a 130-member “constituent
Republican Assembly", and Rugova was declared to be President of the Republic of Kosovo. The
attempt to hold an inaugural assembly session was abandoned in June, however, in the face of
action by the Serbian security forces to seal off the building.

Thereafter, international attention turned mainly to the war in Bosnia-Herzegovina. At the outset
of that conflict, the role of Serbia was generally scen by the international community as that of a
bellicose protagonist. By the time of the Dayton peace agreement for Bosnia- Herzegovina in
November 1995, however, the Milosevic regime in Serbia was regarded as a factor in bringing
about a negotiated solution, and UN sanctions imposcd on the FRY were revoked once that
solution had been put in place

In Kosovo, Rugova's approach of seeking a peaceful settlement did record one apparent success,

an agreement in 1996 that an Albanian educational curriculum should be restored. This had yet to

be implemented, however, and student demonstrations had been met with violent suppression, by

the time the second parallel elections were organized in March 1998, These elections once again "
produced an overwhelming majority vote in favour of Rugova as president, although this was

partly because groups other than his LDK opposed the holding of the pell at a time of crisis and
escalating Serbian military action (see below). As before, the Serbian autharities denounced the
elections as illegal.

The intensification of armed conflict

By the beginning of 1998, the nature of the Kosovo situation had changed. A new element had
entered the equation in the form of the Kosovo Liberation Army (UCK), and the Serbian
authorities were responding with a huge increase in military force

The declared purpose of the UCK, a Kosovo Albanian paramilitary group which claimed its first
actions in 1996, was to offer resistance to Serbian police and security forees in Kosovo and to
pursue separatism by armed struggle. The UCK intensified its activity in 1997 and early 1998,
with attacks on police stations, police officers, Serb civilians and Kosovo Albanians working for
or with the authorities, but in the two years up to mid-January 1998 it had only claimed the killing
of a total of 10 Serbian police and other officials, and 11 Kosovo Albanians,

The Serbian authorities brought in special security forces in January 1998. They responded to

clashes with the UCK by reprisal attacks on villages, using military helicopters and armoured

personnel carriers, accompanied by brutal house-to-house raids and indiseriminate arrests Twao

such attacks on villages in late February were followed by an assault on the village of Donji 1 i(
Prekaze/Prekazi i Poshtem (Srbica/Skenderaj municipality) in early March, where at least 54 |
people were killedincluding a local UCK leader, most of his family and other women, children and
elderly men. Therepnsals continued with further attacks on villages in the central Drenica region,
causing many villagersto flee their homes. In this downward spiral of viclence, many Kosovo
Albanians, including erstwhilsuppaorters of the LDK's non-viclent stance, became UCK members

or active sympathizers.

Limited international sanctions against Serbia, as threatened on 9 March 1998, were intended to
back up calls by the six-country "Contact Group" (France, Germany, Italy, Russia, the United
Kingdomand the USA) for negotiations on autonomy in place of the use of force. The deadline

for compliance was postponed, but to no effect, and the sanctions were eventually introduced in
late April. The UN Security Council also imposed an arms embargo under Resolution 1180 of 30
March. In Serbia, however, in a referendum in April 1998 Milosevic gained overwhelming suppart
for his stance of rejecting any international mediation in the Kosovo conflict. Substantial additional
Serbian militaryreinforcements were sent in to Kosovo in May 1998, Ignoring a “strong final
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warning” from Buropean governments in June, Serb forces began concentrating their actions in the
Drenica region and along the south-westem baorder, using artillery to force villagers out of their
homes and then going in to loot and burn them. Aid agencies estimated that some
200,000-300,000 Albanians were driven from theirhomes between April and September 1998,

Western countries intensified their demands for a halt to this campaign in response to the evidence
of & major Serbian offensive against the UCK, and the discovery of further massacres. The US
ambassador to the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Christopher Hill, announced on 2
September that his attempt to promote a negotiated settlement had achieved a procedural
breakthrough, in that both Milosevic and Rugova had expressed a willingness to defer
consideration of the leng-term future of Kosovo. Kosovo Albanian leaders produced a draft
proposal later in the month for an interim arrangement in which Kosovo would setile termporarily
for republican status within the FRY, short of full independence.

UN Security Council Resolution 1199 and the Milosevic-Holbrooke ngreement

On 23 September 1998 the UN Security Council adopted Resolution 1199, acting under Chapter
VIL of the UN Charter. The vote was 14 to 0, with China abstaining. Resolution 1199 called for
an immediate cease-fire in Kosovo, an international presence o moniter it, the withdrawal of
"security units used for civilian repression”, and dialogue on the future of Kosovo, The Serbian
Prime Minister Mirko Marjanovic claimed on 28 September that all "anti-terrorist activities” had
ended and that "peace reigns in Kosovo", but his claim was undermined by the lack of evidence of
any withdrawal of Serbian forces, and the simultaneous discovery of three particularly shocking
massacres of civilians inand near the neighbouring villages of Gomnje Obrinje/Obri e Epennes
(Glogovac/Gllogoc) and Donje Obrinje/Obri e Ulet (Srbica/Skendersaj).

Although Russia explicitly declared its oppasition to the use of force ta back up UN Resolution
1199, the use of air bombardments against the FRY for this purpose was officially approved by
NATO, and a deadline issued for Serbia to comply. The deadline was repeatedly postponed in the
succeeding days. On 16 October, however, the so-called Milosevic-Holbrooke agreement was
announced.

This agreement was the product of protracted discussions between Milosevic and US envoy
Richard Holbrooke during a succession of visits by the latter to Belgrade. Its text was not
published, but its key provisions, in addition to the ending of hostilities, were threefold, All those
who had fled their homes in Kosovo and become refugees were to be allowed to return. Serhian
forces in Kosovo, including both ammy units and special forces, were to be scaled back to their
pre-1999 levels. Under the Milosevic-Holbrooke agreement, and an agreement between OSCE
Chairman-in-OfficeBronislaw Geremek (Minister of Foreign Affairs of Poland) and the Yugoslav
Foreign Minister Zivadin Jovanovic on the same day, international observers, in the shape of a
2,000-member OSCE mission, were to be allowed into Kosovo to verify compliance. This
mission, the OSCE Kosovo Verification Mission (OSCE-KVM), began to be deployed in the field
from November

The renewed escalation of human rights violations

Far two months the Milosevic-Holbrooke agreement appeared to be making progress on all these
provisions, despite & number of violations of the cease-fire. Meanwhile United States and .
European diplomats pursued their efforts to promote a Kosovo settlement, although still without
including the UCK in the process.

In the last week in December and the first half of January 1999, however, three things became
clear. One was that the reduction in fighting between Serb forces and the UCK had been no more
than a temporary lull, which ended in December with a new Serbian offensive in the north-east.
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The UCK had used the lull to rearm and retrain, while a large foree of Yugoslav/Serbian troops
was being assembled just outside the province in apparent preparation for a spring offensive. The
second was that in these circumstances the OSCE Kosovo Verification Mission (OSCE-KVM)
was neither equipped nor mandated to play a peacekeeping role, soa 2,3 00-strong NATO
"extraction force" was put in place just across the border in the former Yugeslav Republic of
Macedonia to evacuate the monitors if necessary. The third was that atrocities against unarmed
civilians had not ceased. Inmid-January, 45 people - some of them children - were found
murdered in Racak/Recak (Stimlje/Shtime), mostly shot in the head at close range.

It was this last development, and its immediate repercussions, which precipitated the next initiative
by the six-country Contact Group. Ambassador William Walker, the head of the OSCE-KVM,

was ardered out of the country by the Serbian authorities when he publicly accused them of
responsibility- rejecting their claim that UCK guerrillas had been killed in a battle at Racak and
their bodies then rearranged by their comrades to look like civilian victims of a massacre
Ambassador Walker refusedto leave, while NATO threatened military action against the FRY
unless the cease-fire was restored. In a bid to break the impasse by diplomatic means, the Contact
Group then announced a conference on the future of Kasave, to be held in Rambouillet near Paris
on & February.

The Rambouillet negotiations

At Rambouillet, the Serbian and Albanian leaders (the latier including both LDK and UCK) were
presented with the latest version of the Western plan as a basis for a negotiated settlement.

The plan stipulated that the UCK must be disarmed within three months (the provision they most
strongly oppaosed) and all Yugosiav/Serbian troops withdrawn from Kosove apart from 1,400
border guards and 2,500 security forces. A 30,000-member NATO "enabling force” would be
deployed in Kosovo (the provision most strongly opposed by the Serbian leadership) to ensure
implementation ofthe agreement. For a three-year interim period, Kosovo would have
autonomous institutions once again, as before 1989, including its own elected assembly, president
and constitutional court. There would be greater devolution of power, however, to the province's
municipalities, in areas such aspolicing, More contentiously, the different "national communities"
of Kosovo would have powers to block legislation if it threatened their national interest, and
official posts would be divided up amongthem on a quota basis. At the end of the three years,
there would be a further international meeting "to determine a mechanism for a final settlement” -
a formula which did not exclude independence although the Contact Group was known to be

against it.

The Kosovo Albanian delegation eventually agreed in principle at the end of February to sign the
agreement, and returned to Paris for the signing ceremony on 18 March. The Serbian side,
however, did not. As fighting continued in Kosovo, and reports indicated that 30,000 more
Yugoslav/Serbian troops were being deployed along with tanks and irregular militia units, thle
OSCE-KVM was pulled out on 20 March, NATO issued another ultimatum demanding Serbia's
signature, but the Serbian parliament confinmed the rejection of the Rambouillet proposals, and on
24 March 1999 the NATO forces began their campaign of aerial attacks on FRY targets.

The NATO air campaign and the June 1999 agreement

An analysis of the situation on the ground inside Kosovo in the period from 20 March to the end
of the NATO air campaign is central to the rest of this repott, and is not ﬂmnmarfned herlc. NA‘I‘D.
air strikes, which inflicted considerable damage and loss of life within Yugoslavia, mnunuad‘unnl
June. The NATO action was formally suspended on June 10, once it was confirmed ‘ﬂ:mt Serbian
forces were beginning their withdrawal under a peace plan embodied that same day in UN
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Security Council Resolution 1244 (on which China again abstained),

This peace plan, accepted by FRY President Milosevic and formally approved by the Serbian
National Assembly on 3 June, had emerged from a series of efforts at mediation, starting with
initiatives by Russian special envoy Viktor Chernomyrdin. General principles for a solution were
agreed at the Bonn meeting of the Group of Eight (G-8, the seven major Western industrialized
countries plus Russia) in early May, and eventually accepted by the FRY government in early June
after further Russian and European Union mediation.

The basic elements of the June 1999 peace agreement began with the requirement that all Serbian
forces should be withdrawn, and all refugees allowed to return. The UCK and any other armed
Kosovo Albanian groups were to "end immediately all offensive actions” and comply with /
requirements for demilitarization. Implementation would be overseen by KFQR, an "effective
international security presence with substantial NATO participation", meaning in practice a
30,000-strong joint NATO-Russian peacekeeping foree, and by a 3,000-member UN civilian
security force. Kosovo would have a civilian administrator, appointed by the UN
Secretary-General, overseeing the establishment of "substantial autonamy” for Kosovo within the
FRY and "provisionaland democratic institutions” under an interim administration "pending a final
settlement”. No time limitwas set on the life of the interim administration, nor was any specific
mention made of a referendumon Kosovo's future status.

Cantants Previous Pt
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QsiCie KOSOVO / KOSOVA As Seen, As Told
PART | : The OSCE-KvM human rights operation (Chapter 2)

Contents Previous Mext

THE OSCE-KVM HUMAN RIGHTS OPERATION

The OSCE-KVM mandate and human rights verification standards

The OSCE-KVM mandate was established in the "Agreement on the OSCE Kosovo Verification
Mission" between the OSCE and the FRY on 16 October 1998, Under the terms of the
Agreement the OSCE-KVM was responsible for verifying that all parties in Kosovo complied with
UN Security Council Resolution 1199 and with the cease-fire. The Agreement also referred to
respect for the UN Charter, the pri neiples of the Helsinki Final Acd and the Paris Charter 2These
references, together with a broad mternational recognition that the Kosovo crisis was in large part
a human rights crisis, served to legitimize the OSCE-KVM's mandate to monitor, document,
nvestigate and report allegations of human rights violations. The OSCE-KVM's focus on human
rights was a logical consequence of the situation on the ground in Kosovo, and the OSCE's
comprehensive concept of security, In addition, UN Security Council Resolution 1199 also
required the OSCE-KVM to co-operate with other UN bodies, including the International
Criminal Trvibunal for the formerYugoslavia (ICTY).

The OSCE-KVM Human Rights Division utilized international human rights and humanitarian law
standards when verifying allegation of violations. FRY is a party to the following international
instruments:

+ Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel Inhuman or Degrading Treatment ar
Punishment

* Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women

» Convention on the Rights of the Child

* Intemational Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discr mination
* International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights

+ Intemational Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Ri ghts

* Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights

* Geneva Conventions and Additional Protocols (see further the Annex to this report)

In addition, the OSCE-KVM relied on the standards and obligations of the Helsinki Final Act and
the Paris Charter, With regard to domestic standards, the 1992 FRY Constitution provides that

the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia is a democratic state “founded on the rule of law"® The
Constitution includes 49 articleg guaranteeing basic political, civil, economic, social and cultural
rights and freedoms for all citizens without discriminationd

The combination of intemational and domestic human rights law applicable in Kosovo is meant 1o
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provide the highest level of protection from abuse and violations. The OSCE-KVM verified
allegations of human rights violations and abuses according to these internationally and
domestically recognized standards. Although technicall ¥y some of these standards may have been
binding only onthe FRY as a state which had ratified the international instruments, the
OSCE-KVM held armed opposition groups to the same standards.

As a result of political developments in early June 1999, the OSCE anticipated the adoption of a
Security Council resolution enabling the international community to re-commence work in
Kosovo.2 By decision of the OSCE Permanent Council, the OSCE-KVM ceased to exist on 9
June, being replaced by a transitional OSCE Task Force for Kosovo (TFK), The main priorities of
the OSCE-TFK were to plan and prepare for deployment into Kosovo (which commenced on 14
June) and to continue assessing the human rights situation there® The OSCE-TFK was in tum
replaced by the OSCE Mission in Kosove (OSCE-MiK) by decision of the OSCE Permanent
Council on 1 July 1999.7

OSCE-KVM Human Rights Division field operation

Establishment of the operation

The OSCE/ODIHR and the OSCE Conflict Prevention Centre took the lead in human dimension
planming for the OSCE-KVM. The OSCE/ODIHR temporarily posted an adviser to the
OSCE-KVM Support Unit in Vienna with the task of planning and activating the OSCE-KVM's
election, human rights and democratization units, The OSCE/ODIHR and UNHCHR conducted a
Joint technical mission to Pristina in early December to work with the OSCE-KVM to activate an
operational framework for implementing the OSCE-KVM's human rights tasks? This team
drafted an operational strategy for the Human Rights Division that focused on the following core
human rights tasks: (i) monitoring and reporting; (i1) investigating specific violations of human
rights; (ii1) interveningwith responsible authorities to address specific violations, (iv) training
OSCE-KVM personnel for human rights tasks; and (v) adopting confidence-building measures
(working with local authorities and civil society, and local human rights capacity building}

By late December there were approximately 400 internaticnal personnel and 250 local staff at the
OSCE-KVM. 12 Because recruitment for the OSCE-KVM initially focused on those with military
and police backgrounds there were only 11 members in the Human Rights Division at the end of
December LL By the end of January 1999, however, human rights officers were present in all five
regional centres and most field offices!2 At the time OSCE-KVM evacuated there were
approximately 75 staff members in the human rights division (10 in headquarters and the rest
deployed in the regional and field offices),

In addition to staffing regional and field offices, human rights officers also manned Outreach
Offices inseveral locations. The Outreach Offices were initially set up in response to the highly
charged issue of missing persons, and provided a place outside the Mission for citizens to speak to
human rights officers about the details of the disappearance of family membersl2 The prinl:m:}r .
goal of the Qutreach Offices quickly became documentation, in an effort to record all testimonies

regarding human rights viclations 14 The long-term plan was to expand the Outreach Office in
both size and function in order to become the focal point for all contact with members of the

public about OSCE-KVM activities 15

Methodology

Despite all the challenges of operating where there was a state of armed cunﬂi_c:t, the pSCE—K‘u’M
Human Rights Division adopted a methodology consisting of full documentation, strict
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confidentiality, security protocols, independence in investigations and centralized reporting
procedures.

Documentation. The sheer number of allegations of human rights violations received by the
OSCE-KVM rendered it impossible to investigate them all thoroughly. Thus, accurate
documentation became an essential component of the division. Standardized forms were used for
incident reparts, victim/witness statements, missing person reports and a related database was
developed to index the information collected. Direct complaints from direct witnesses or victims ¥ s
of alleged human rights orhumanitarian law violations were given prionty. In such cases the
human rights officers soughtsupporting documentation from, for example, medical authorities,
corroborating statements from other witnesses, eic. Videotapes and ph otographs of crime scenes
and killing sites were made, as well as ofthe victims, to assist in identification. Human rights
officers monitored official investigations and attimes documented those investigations (e.g., post
mortem examinations were documented by theOSCE-KVM when allegations of humanitarian law
violations were made).

Independent and impartial investigation. The Human Rights Division conducted investi gations
and interventions with local authorities. While the Head of Mission was advised of the activities of
the division and the status of investigations, there was never any pressure to curtail or pursue a
matter for political use. Senior OSCE-KVM staff respected the independence of the Human

Rights Division toaccess information and draw conclusions based on the information uncovered.
The Human Rights Division always had direct access to the Head of Mission, who strongly
supported the independent position of the Division. This direct access further facilitated the "need
to know basis" which was the foundation for independent investigations. Investigative strategies
were developed and issued directly from the Director of the Human Rights Division after
consultation with the Head of Mission.

Impartiahity is at the heart of human rights work, and it was imperative to the Human Rights A ‘5":‘?’_
Divisionthat it was seen as impartial. Despite the fact that the OSCE-KVM was perceived by the * “% %
Serb authorities to be pro-Kosovo Albanian, the Human Rights Division consciously and

persistently investigated allegations of human rights abuses committed by the UCK, including

against other national communities, While the vast majority of complaints came from Kaosovo

Albanians, asubstantial effort was made to investigate UCK involvement into the issue of Serb
abductions. The OSCE-KVM consistently put pressure on the UCK to allow human rights officers

access to UCK "trials" and to persons abducted/detained by the UCK.

Reporting. Reports by the Human Rights Division served four basic functions: (i) to inform OSCE
senior staff and others about the situation on the ground; (i) to discourage authorities whose
actions were being monitored and verified from committing violations; (iii) to inform
governments, policy makers and OSCE participating states; and (iv) to provide a basis for
interventions. The various types of reports utilized by the Human Rights Division were incident
reports, initially daily reports, weeklyreports, monthly reports, and special reports.

Incident reports were prepared: (i) when human rights complaints/abuses were brought to the
attention of the Regional Centres; (ii) when verifiers were asked to investigate human rights
complaints; (ii1) when OSCE-KVM representatives intervened in a human rights matter; and (iv)
on other matters which a human rights officer judged to be of sufficient importance to bring to the
immediate attention of OSCE-KVM HQ. The senior human rights officers at the five Regional
Centres were responsible far preparing weekly reports 18 Weekly reports from the Regional
Centres were collated and summarized in a consolidated HQ weekly report to the Head of Mission
and the OSCE Secretariat.

Monthly reports were envisaged in order to identify and analyse trends in human rights. For
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example, attention would be given to identifying systematic patterns of discriminatory treatment of
minority groups. Due to the late stait-up of the Human Rights Division and the relatively early
evacuation, the Human Rights Division completed only one monthly report, for February 1999,

The Human Rights Division produced a number of special reports. Among these were reports on
alleged mass graves, particular violations of human rights and humanitarian law such as pillage and

abductions, and a report on the killing of civilians in Racak/Racak (Stimlje/Shtime}l? OPyAGE

. Fr e -
The OSCE-KVM Human Rights Division also set up a comprehensive human rights database ¢, .,
which, if fully implemented, would have had the capacity to record and track all reported nee -
violations in Kosovo. Pprait

=3
Confidentiality and security. The OSCE-KVM Human Rights Division operated with strict

security and confidentiality safeguards. Incident reports, reports on missing persons, and 50 on,
were safely stored, with access restricted to international staff on 2 "need to know basis”. When
reports were submitted from the field to headquarters, all names were eliminated and a reference
numbering systemwas used. The security of photos, negatives, videotapes, and so on was ensured
through log books, and all materials were kept in safes at headquarters. Human rights officers
were mstructed to attach their original notes to the files and they were not allowed to keep extra
copies of to distribute them outside the OSCE-KVM. Information regarding ongoing human
rights investigations was restricted, and relations with the media were centralized through the
OSCE-KVM spokesperson.

In the days prior to the OSCE-KVM's withdrawal on 20 March, the Human Rights Division
initiated strict procedures for the handling, evacuation and destruction of human rights
information. Allvictim/witness statements, complaints, documents relating (o investigations,
computer disks, hard drives and physical evidence were collected by the five senior human rights
officers for their areas of responsibility and were evacuated. Any related documentation that was
not cvacuated was either shredded or bumed before the OSCE-KVM left Kosovo. All of the
human rights data was then collected from the senior human rights officers and centralized by the
director of human rights immediately after the evacuation. The OSCE-KVM Human Rights
Division's files and archives werssubsequently transported to the OSCE/ODIHR in Warsaw for
safekeeping and analysis.

Tasking priorities

Although it was extremely difficult to plan a lang-term human rights strategy in a state of armed
conflict, the Human Rights Division identified core human rights tasks and priorities. The
immediate core tasks included monitoring/documenting the conduct of armed forces, police,
investigative judges,allegations of humanitarian law violations (this took on a higher priority after
the ICTY was prevented from entering Kosovo) and intervening with the FRY and Serbian
security forces and the UCK on individual cases. In terms of giving priority as to which allegations
of human rights violations would beinvestigated, the hurnan rights division focused on the right to
life, mght to liberty, rights related todetention and fair trials and issues relating to missing persons.
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Throughout the OSCE-KVM's tenure in Kosovo, the
general situation was volatile, and flexibility regarding
priorities was necessary. An event such as the killing of
civilians in Racak on 15 January 1999 resulted in a shift
of resources and the creation of regional "rapid response
teams”, The latter teams were formed to deploy
immediately to eritical human rights incidents. These
teams were equipped with video and other equipment
and included members trained in interviewing and
mvestigative techniques. The teams were later used to
investigate the killings in Rogovo/Rogove and
Rakovina/Rakovine (both in Djakovica/Gjakova).

Training

The OSCE-KVM induction centre in Brezovica was :
activated in November, it consisted of 4 four-day The OSCE-KVM Co-ordination Centre
OSCE-KVM induction course that was mandatory for all  (Uresevac/Ferizaj), after it was mined and
mission members. The OSCE/ODIHR worked together biown up  [zoom]

with the OSCE-KVM, UNHCR, ICRC and UNHCHR to orgamze the four-hour briefing on
human rights and humanitarian issues included in the induction cowrse. The OSCE/ODIHR also
prepared a field leaflet for OSCE-KVM members, "Guidelines for Human Dimension Tasks". The
Guidelines provided aquick overview of how to spot and report alleged human rights violations in
Kosovo. UNHCR, UNHCHR, ICRC, ICTY and IOM contributed information for preparation of
the leaflet, which wasdistributed to all OSCE-KVM members at the induction centre1®

A plan for continuation training for OSCE-KVM members in human dimension matters was
proposed by the OSCE/ODIHR and accepted by the OSCE-KVM in late November
[mplementation of the continuation training proposal began in early December when the
OSCE/ODIHR and UNHCHR sent advisers to the OSCE-KVM to develop a series of training
modules, UNHCHR's consultant expert in training and preparation for field operations, assisted in
the preparation of an induction briefingmodule on human rights and left with the OSCE-EVM
more than 20 human rights training modules;some of which he was able to adapt to the
OSCE-KVM's specific needs before the Mission ended!® Two international staff members (one
seconded by the Council of Europe), experienced in humanrights training, were responsible for
conducting continuation training for OSCE-KVM members. Thecontinuation training was
conducted at the various Regional Centres as well as at Co-ordination Centres. 29 The substance of
the training was specific and was geared to enhance the verifiers' abilityto monitor, report and
verify human rights vialations (rights of the accused, standards of conduct forpolice, trial
monitoring, rights of minorities, treatment of vulnerable groups, and so on)2!

Conditions in which the OSCE-KVM Human Rights Division field operation functioned
A state of armed conflict - legal definition

During the period covered by this report, the conflict in Kosovo can be classified as an intermnal
armed conflict22 Thus, both provisions of international human rights law as well as provisions of
international humanitarian law apply. The application of humanitarian law is triggered by Commaon
Article 3 of the Geneva Conventions22 and additional Protocol II to the Geneva Conventions

which apply to internal conflicts. Under Article 1(1), the Protocol applies to armed conflicts that
take place in the territory of a High Contracting Party between its armed forces and dissident
armed forces or other organized armed groups which, under responsible command, exercise such
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control over a part of its temritory as to enable them to carry out sustained and concerted military
operations and to implement this Protocol. The provisions place obligations an both the UCK and
the FRY and Serbian authorities.

The primary responsibility of the OSCE-KVM was to verify compliance by all parties in Kosovo
with UN Security Council Resolution 119924 Although the Resolution imposed a cease-fire in
Kosovo, the OSCE-KVM verified numerous breaches in the cease-fire. The fact that the cease-fire
was kept for brief periods of time does not change the state of affairs of an armed conflict. In a
judicial expression of what constitutes an armed conflict, and thus triggers the application of
international humanitarian law, the Appeals Chamber of the ICTY maintains: “Intermational
humanitarian lawapplies from the initiation of ... armed conflict and extends beyond the cessation
of hostilities until... a peaceful settlement is achieved. Until that moment, international
humanitarian law continues to apply. .. in the whole territory under the control of a party, whether
or not actual combat takes place there” 23

The conflict in Kosovo meets the threshold of Additional Protocol 11 and the eriteria of Comman
Article 3 for direct application of both Common Article 3 and Additional Protocol I In the
mdictment of Milosevic, ICTY states that "[a]t all times relevant to this indictment, a state of
armed conflict existed in Kosovo in the FRY" 26

Conditions on the ground in Kosovo

Conditions on the ground reflected the state of armed cenflict. Kosovo during the tenure of the
OSCE-KVM was a place of war, albeit restrained at times. Nevertheless, VI forces deployed in

the province with tanks and heavy war equipment. The FRY and Serbian security forces restricted

the movement of civilians and at times fighting broke out with UCK forces. The majority of

complaints received by the OSCE-KVM involved: extra-judicial killings, summary executions,

arbitrary killings, persons going missing following abductions; incommunicado detention; abuse by

the palice and security forces; indiscriminate and disproportionate attacks against the civilian

population, the destruction of civilian property, pillaging, illegal evictions; and restricted freedom I 248
of movement for Kesovo Albanians. Although the OSCE-KVM verified human rights violations, ;{z_
its ability to report and intervene was hampered first by personnel shortages and later by the f'__f_:‘
escalation in military activity2?

OSCE-KVM capacity to perform tasks, External factors affecting the capacity of the Human
Rights Division to work included restricted access to official personnel, courts, hospitals and other
public services, and restricted freedom of movement. Experiences with FRY and Serbian
authorities varied and co-operation depended to some degree on personalities and sometimes the
nationality of the OSCE-KVM staff. The same was true for the UCK, which restricted access to
their controlled areas, denied OSCE-KVM access to monitor their "trials" and restricted access to
detainees 28

The OSCE-KVM did not have the full co-operation of the judiciary. For example, in Pristina
District Court the Public Prosecutor and the President of the Court refused to meet human rights
officers, Trial schedules were difficult to obtain and the OSCE-KVM was often misinformed
about scheduled trials. In one instance, a human rights officer was only allowed in the courtroom
after senior missionstaff intervened 22 Court officials displayed a high degree of distrust of the
OSCE-KVM and alleged that the OSCE-KVM was likely to believe "Albanian propaganda"3?

The OSCE-KVM encountered frequent obstacles to its access to Pristina hospital. This was
particularty acute when human rights officers attempted to verify the location and condition of
those wounded who were suspected of terrorist acts. The OSCE-KVM was often refused access
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to medical staff to discuss n_]lcgatiuns of medical discrimination against Kosovo Albanians. Access
to the morgue to venfy the identification and condition of dead bodies was routinely denied. On
several occasions, access was granted only after the Head of Mission intervened with officials in

Belgrade 31

Freedom of movement was a problem throughout the time the OSCE-KVM was deployed in
Kosovo. Both UCK and Serbian authorities set up checkpoints. The OSCE-KVM was at times

refused access to areas beyond these checkpoints without any legitimate reason32
The impact of the work of the Human Rights Division

Despite the factors limiting the capacity of the Human Rights Division to perform its tasks
optimally, the impact of the work done was significant. The OSCE-KVM contributed to a general
reduction in the level of fear among the population in Kosavo. For exaniple, the presence of
human rights officerson inter-city buses resulted in fewer cases of abuse by the police, who often
stopped buses at checkpoints and harassed the Kosovo Albanian passengers, beat them or arrested
them. There was a noticeable change in the atmosphere on buses monitored by the Human Rights

Division33

Human rights officers reported that judges, who would otherwise convict a suspected terrorist on
very dubious legal grounds, would hesitate when OSCE-KVM and other organizations were
present in the courtroom. Families of those detained said that after OSCE-KVM began monitoring
trials detention beatings were reduced. The substantial number of OSCE-KVM human rights
officers made it possible to have a wide presence at these trials.

The impact of daily interventions at police stations was also evident. People who were afraid to go
as ordered for an "informative talk" (see also Chapter 10, Violation of the right to a fair trial), or
were afraid to approach the police in general, often asked OSCE-KVM to assist them or
accompany them to the police station. The mere presence of OSCE-KVM improved the human
rights situation in Kosovo, albeit the improvement must be viewed in the light of the overall
appalling conditions forhuman rights in any state of armed conflict. Some of the OSCE-KVM's
impact could be measured ina tangible way. For example, when OSCE-KVM opened a field
office in the small village ofSlapuzane/Slapuzhan (Suva Reka/Suhareke), within days several
hundred villagers returned to theirhomes. They had been too afraid to live in the village but the
mere presence of OSCE-KVM gave them confidence.

The accumulation of time, presence and effort resulted in a high degree of trust by Kosovo
Albanianstowards OSCE-KVM. Serb civilians and some officials also developed an increased
level of trust as a result of the Human Rights Division's commitment to impartiality and a genuine

concern for the plight of many Serb civilians34
The effect of the absence of a national human rights protection mechanism

Although the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia is a party to major international human rights
instruments 22 there was no effective domestic human rights mechanism while OSCE-KVM was in
Kosovo, The pervasive distrust of the Serbian police and judiciary limited the means of addressing

effectively humanrights violations.

When the OSCE-KVM Human Rights Division opened the first "outreach office” in Pristinalﬂn 27
December, the initial response from the Kosovo Albanian community and the Serb community
was overwhelming. OSCE-KVM in effect functioned as a de facto human rights complaints
mechanism. Between 27 December and the day of withdrawal, 20 March 1999, the Human Rights
Division received more than 800 complaints and allegations of human rights and humanitarian law
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violations,

OSCE-KVM Human Rights Division field operations
in the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and
Albania

Monitoring events in Kosove post-evacuation

The OSCE-KVM withdrew from Kosova on 20 March
1999, by decision of the OSCE Chairman-in-Office,
Norwegian Minister of Foreign Affairs Knut Vollelzk.
Thereafter, the human rights division continued to
operate and monitor the human rights situation in
Kosove. OSCE-KVM human rights activities were the
only portion of the OSCE-KVM mandate that continued
after the evacuation. Human rights officers collected
first-hand information about the situation in Kosovo from
refugees who were often victims of and direct witnesses
to grave human rights and humanitarian law vielations '
prior to and in the course of flecing or being expelled o The body of a Kosove Albanian man

Thonta o Viigail blic iz Ppreviously reported missing and found by
A or the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia the police, who informed the OSCE-KVM

Inall, 1,111 refugee interviews were conducted in [zsom|
Albaniaand 1,653 in the former Yugoslav Republic of Blg e Woir by as BARFOATRLES
Macedonia. Wik or T z_jﬂnr-:.eﬁ

The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia - human rights field operation. OSCE-KVM was
based in Lake Ohrid when the Human Rights Division began to interview refugees at the end of
March. When the original operation was set up it was impossible to foresee the eventual number
of refugees who would cross into the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Albania over
the coming two-and-a-half months. The first human rights teams interviewed refu gees in Tetove,
Gostivar and at the border crossing points near Blace (FRY: Djeneral Jankovic) and Jazince
(FRY: Globocica), often speaking to them only a few hours after their arrival.

In response to the massive inflow of refugees, camps were set up near the border at Blace, an the
way to Skopje (Stenkovac, Brazda) and near the FRY border (Radusa), and between Skapje and
Tetovo (Bejane). At the end of April, with thousands of the refugees pouring into the country,
pressure mounted to set up additional camps in the mainly Albanian-speaking areas of Gostivar
and Tetovo. Between Tetovo and the Jazinee border, the Neprosteno camp was erected, and the
largest camp, with a capacity of up to 50,000, was built in early May near Gostivar, Cegrane. The
majority of refugees in the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, however, found shelter with
Albanian-speaking host families, in areas of Skopje, Tetovo, Gostivar and Struga.

The OSCE Human Rights Division established an office in Skopje, from where the refugees in
Skopje area camps were contacted and interviewed. Anaother field office covering the Tetovo and
Gostivar areas was established to cover the thousands of refugees who were accommodated by
host families inthose areas. OSCE human rights officers co-ordinated their interviewing with local
NGOs such as El Hilal and the Mother Teresa Society, which were assisting the host families, By
mid-April, OSCEhuman rights teams operated from three bases in Macedonia: Ohrid, Skopje and
Gostivar, and thereby covered all the municipalities where refugees were located,

Albania. Shortly after events escalated in Kosovo at the end of March 1999, vast numbers of
refugees started pouring across the border into Albania. The government of Albania estimated that
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@ many as 135,000 refugees crossed the border at the beginning of April2€ As a response, the
OSCE Permanent Council an 1 April 1999 authorized the use of OSCE-KVM resources to "help
alleviate the humanitarian catastrophe in Albania”. From this decision a task force of 75 persons
was generated. The OSCE-KVM Refugee Task Force (Albania) or RTF, deployed on 2 April

1999 to Tirana and worked closely with the OSCE presence in Albania to assist in the
humanitarian crisis. Three days later the RTF had deployed teams to all 12 prefectures in Albania
The RTF operated as an action-oriented grouping aimed at achieving quick results in a situation of
crisis. The RTF continued the human rights mandate of the 0SCE-KVM by gathering mformation
and monitoring the humanrights situation in Kosovo through refugee interviews37

The fact that the RTF was an operation geared towards a
more comprehensive humanitarian response than the
operatton in the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia
meant that the staff was not exclusively assigned to
human rights tasks. The general situation in Albania was
much more complex and desperate than in the former
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and the collection of
information about human rights and humanitarian law
violations presented a particular challenge there,
Nevertheless, the human rights activities in Albania and
the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia were fully
co-ordinated and directed according to the same
operational protecols and methodology.

; " b vamanls (b3 Vit
Collection of infarmation /ELH iR 24 e

19

Information about the human rights situation in Kosovo ]

was collected in two ways. One method was the ' An OSCE-KVM human rights officer,
establishment of OSCE tents in the camps in the former ~ 355i5ted by an i“':mm"" Tty 3
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia to provide privacy for satement i cefigee cinp s

the interviewing process. In Albania, however, it was notpossible to establish tents, given the
number of camps established throughout the country. OSCE-KVM vehicles were therefore used
as mobile offices.

The other way in which interviews were collected was more proactive. Some human rights teams
established networks through local NGOs, interpreters, former OSCE-KVM staff, teachers,imams
and others in a position to direct the teams to refugees who had settled in host families outside the
camps. In the course of the refuges crisis in the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia,

approximately 170,000 refugees were accommodated with host families. The OSCE-KVM teams

were actively involved in interviewing privately accommodated refugeed®

In the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia local "emergency councils” registered the amiving
Kosovo Albanian families, and organized the local distribution of humanitanan aid. OSCE-KVM
human rights officets spoke to refugees through various means: personal visits to local offices of
emergency councils (run by local Albanian-speaking Macedonian citizens, but often assisted by
Kosovo refugees), personal contact with local authorities (in particular the mayor's offices and
humanitarian aid co-ordinators), announcements in the local press and radio, contact with local
journalists, local clinics and hospitals, and so on.

In the course of more than two months of interviewing, almost every village hosting refugees was
visited in both Albania and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia. The OSCE-KVM

' iti 1 fessional
developed a reputation among refugees and local anthonties for conducting pro
interviews ina confidential setting. International partners often approached OSCE-KVM human
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rights teams whenever they had identified a potential eye-witness. When the OSCE re-entered
Kesovo in June, there were still many pending requests from refugees to give statements of their
experiences.

It was a general policy not to interview small children and refu gees who appeared traumatized.
The Human Rights Division was aware of the limitations and varied expertise of its human rights
officers. On the subject of sexual violence there were some human rights officers with extensive
experience in interviewing rape victims from Bosnia and Rwanda. Whenever possible, only these
staff membersspoke to victims of rape and sexual assault39

The OSCE-KVM had enjoyed the trust of Kosovo Albanians before its evacuation from Kosovo,
and this trust continued in the camps. Refugees often commented to human rights officers that the
widespread presence of the distinctive orange OSCE-KVM vehicles reassured them that their
plight was not forgotten and that assistance would be given to them. In collecting information in
Albania andthe former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia about human rights and humanitarian
law violations inKosovo this rapport was unique.

As it had done when deployed inside Kosovo (see above), when collecting data in Albania and the

former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia following its evacuation, the OSCE-KVM Human Rights

Division implemented strict security and confi dentiality safeguards. At the end of every interview

with a refugee, the interviewee was asked if he/she would allow the information to be passed on to

the ICTY. In all cases the interviewee consented and often insisted that the information provided

be passed to the appropriate judicial body. Standardized interview forms were used in both the

former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Albania. Completed forms were collected daily by !
team leaders. No copies were retained in the field or kept by the interviewer. All completed forms

were stored at the field operation headquarters in Tirana and Skopje. The completed forms were

numbered, stored in binders and kept in locked facilities with restricted access. At no time did the

Human Rights Division produce reports with names of victims or witnesses. The Hurnan Rights

Division shared general information from the interviews with UNHCHR officers warking in

Skopje, who agreed to treat the data in a confidential way. The Human Rights Division had strict .
press guidelines and restricted access to the information collected to those with a "need to know"

only. These guidelines remain in effect.

All interview forms were then centralized, indexed, and catalogued in Skopje. A database was
designed and used to index and catalogue the enormous volume of information collected.

Safeguarding and analysing the OSCE-KVM human rights files

Ensuring confidentiality and the integrity of the information gathered by the OSCE-KVM Human
Rights Division continues to be of the utmost importance to the OSCE.

As the NATO air campaign progressed, the need to find a permanent repository for safeguarding
the information became a pressing priority. The OSCE-KVM Human Rights Division consulted
the Director of the OSCE/ODIHR and requested assistance in securing the material and in the
preparation of an analytical report of the Division's finding#? The OSCE/ODIHR agreed, and the
OSCE-KVM human rights files that had been removed from Kosovo were transferred to the
offices of the OSCE/ODIHR in Warsaw, Poland. The information collected from refugees in
Albama and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia was subsequently also transported to
Warsaw at the end of the air campaign 41 ;Kﬁf%_ir{
The Kosovo Data Analysis Team was formed at the OSCE/ODIHR in early June 1999 with two
full-time analysts and the Deputy Director of the OSCE-KVM Human Rights Division. During the
following two months the team expanded to 12 members; consisting of former OSCE-KVM

-‘\ 1
b
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human rights officers and independent human rights experts. The Senior Human Rights Adviser at
the OSCE/ODIHR headed the team and the Directar of the OSCE-KVM Human Rights Division,
now with the OSCE-MiK served as a consultant. This report, prepared at Mokotow in Warsaw in
the period from June to October 1999, is an analysis of the enormous amount of information
gathered by the OSCE-KVM Human Rights Division.
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OIS|C KOSOVO / KOSOVA As Seen, As Told
PART Il : The military/security context (Chapter 3)

Contents Previous Next

THE MILITARY/SECURITY CONTEXT

Yugoslav forces in Kosovo, and the Kosovo Liberation Army

This section of the report is intended to give an overview of the armed forces in Kosovo, both
Yugoslav/Serbian and the Kosova Liberation Army (Ushtria Clirimtare & Kosoves - UCK).

This chapter does not seek to give a detailed and extensive analysis of the politico-military aspects
of the internal cenflict in Kosovo during the period when the OSCE-KVM was in existence. The
intention is rather to put the human rights analysis of this report into context by presenting an
understanding of the military/security units involved, the observation of their activities as reported
by the OSCE-KVM when deployed inside Kosovo until 20 March 1999, and what can be
discemned of their activities and objectives after 20 March. The section will therefore sesk to
explain the observations made by the refugees interviewed by the OSCE-KVM in Albania and in
the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia,

The Armed Forces of Yugoslavia (Vojska Jugoslavije-VJ) in Kosovo

The Serbian and Montenegrin ground forces are split into three armies. The 529 Corps, based in
Pristina/Prishtina, was subordinate to the Third Army, centred in the southern Serb town of Nis
under Lt.-Gen. Nebojsa Pavkovic. The V] in total had approximately 85,000-114,000 personnel
with a reserve force of possibly 200,000. In Kosovo, there were approximately 15,000-16,000 VJ
troops in early 1999 and up to 20,000 by the end of April. There were in addition nearly 30,000
police and irregulars (volunteers and paramilitaries).

The V1 is divided into "regulars” and "reservists". While the VI has a mabile capability and is
designed for the overall defence of Yugoslavia, reserve units are responsible only for their area. In
respect of Kosovo, reserve units were sent from towns near to the border to supplement those
already in Kosovo. Regular units could be "topped up" with reservists,including in particular
specialists (e.g. airdefence trained forees, combat engineers, technical experts employed in civilian
work with transferable skills such as in radar and communications), although the proportion of
regular to reservist was not to fall below approximately 60 per cent.

The extent of the mobilization in Kosovo from March 1999 depleted the civilian sector. For
example, where there had formerly been 148 employees in the local government administration in
Gnjilane/Gjilan, after March only 52 remained out of uniform and working as normal Thus,
although widespread mobilization took place, the VI in Kosovo was still supplemented by
"volunteers" and "armed civilians",

The role of the 528 Corps (Pristina/Prishtina) was to protect the territorial integrity nl_’ lh; FRY
(particularly Kosovo), protect key installations and keep the intemal lines of communication open.

According to the Clark-Naumann Agreement of 25 October 1998 2 the strength of the 5274 Corps
(including the 520 Military Police unit) was given as 9,068, although as already stated, the figure
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was far higher in reality. Yugoslav authorities declared a VI equipment list during the
establishment of the OSCE-KVM. According to this declaration, the VJ had 197 tanks, 178
ACVIAPC/ATFVE and 358 antillery pieces. The Yugoslavs also announced that 37 MiG.2 | jets
were deployed at Pristina Airfield. Although the numbers were uncertain, additional equipment
was present in Kosovo, such as anti-tank and surface to air weapons (AT-3 and SA-9
respectively), and this was monitored under aseparate agreement by embassy defence attachés.

The FRY Baseline of the 52! Corps consisted of the following units:

* 15" Armoured Brigade, Pristina

+ 2431 Armoured Brigade, Urosevac

« 125% Motarized Brigade, Kosovska Mitrovica

* Tank Battalion, subordinated to the 1251 Motorised Brigade, Pec
+ 549th Motorized Brigade, Prizen

»  52nd Artillery Brigade, Gnjilane

= 52nd Military Police Battalion, Pristina

The FRY Baseline also included the 839 Aviation Regiment, located at Pristina Airfield. In

addition, the 354 [nfantry Brigade was located in Kursumhja, close to the Koseve border in
Serbia proper

VI reserves needed to be drawn in from Serbia proper, although this was contrary to normal
reserve practice, because of the limited number of male Serbs available in the province. Further,
the addition of paramilitaries and volunteers from outside the province would have been a
welcome addition to Serbian military planners.

The Border & The 261 km of border with the former Yugostav Republic of Macedonia and
Albaniawas bounded by a 5 km wide security zone into which access was strictly controlled. The
villagerswho lived in the zone were free to move and graze their cattle, within limits defined by
the security forces owing to the danger from minefields and set ambushes. The villagers had

special permits,

The border, running through mountainous terrain up to a height of 2,600 m, was marked with
concrete and stone posts, many of which were missing. There was no fence or other physical
boundary. There were 32 border posts and observation towers. The towers were not usually
manned as people on the Albanian side of the border used them for target practice. FRY patrols
rarely patrolled along the actual border, as they were likely to be shot at. There were no known
electronic surveillance or intruder devices securing the border.

Within the border area, the VJ manned the 32 platoon-sized border posts and six company
positions. The minimum strength of a patrol was 10 men. In addition, there were three "Quick
Reaction" battalions, held in barrack locations, which were ready to reinforce or deal with
large-scale barder incidents/incursions. The minimum manning for the border, as seen from the
FRY perspective, was 10 men per km of border. Therefore for the whole border, including the
boundary with Montenegro, there was a requirement for 3,000 personnel at any one time,

In addition to patrolling, the VJ mounted ambushes. The barder area contained marked
antipersonnel minefields that were intended to channel intruders into prepared ambush sites.

There was no administrative infrastructure within the border area. This meant that all permanent
accommodation and support had to be provided by the barracks in Djakovica/Gjakova,
Gnjilane/Gjilan, Orahovac/Rrahovee, Pec/Peja, Prizren/Prizren and Urosevac/Ferizaj.
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On 4 March 1999, the extent of the VJ control of the border was increased by law to a width of
II'D km. The reason given by the Yugoslav authorities was that it was intended to prevent the
nfiltration ofterrorist groups into the province, The Reuters news agency quoted one govermnment
official as sayingthat the move might involve putting mare troops into Kosovo. At this stage, the
OSCE-KVM estimated that there were already at least 15 combat teams out of barracks - five
times as many ashad been agreed under the Clark-Naumann Agreement of 25 October s

Volunteers/Mercenaries. Volunteer units included not only men from Serbia and Montenegro, but
from a number of other countries. Refugees tell of Russian-speakers, as well as hearin g other
languages spoken. The UCK claimed other nationalities including Romanians and Bulgarians,
Germans, Greeks and French were in the ranks of the Yugoslav/Serbian forcesé The volunteers
were formed into units (for example, the "Wasps"), and were not only involved in fighting but
were given tasks such as the movement of ammunition, laying of mines, building dummy armoured
vehicles as wellas fighting where necessary. A volunteer would have been paid in the region of
DM 300-DM 400 per month and worked within the VJ chain of command.

Although volunteer units were within the VJ chain of command, on occasion they nevertheless
stepped outside it, A volunteer unit of approximately 100 men is understood to have broken from
military discipline and removed itself to the village of Zegra/Zheger (Gnjilane/Gjilan) in late Marc
1999, where they abused the local population. Two high ranking military commanders were
removed from their posts as this unit managed to worry even the local Serb population. In the
attempt to control the valunteers, the unit was broken up, which only led to smaller "gangs” who
went their various ways - causing problems in a number of other villages in the region. While the
authorities managed to punish some members, others went unpunished. VJ and police units began
to wear coloured cords on their arms in order to distinguish themselves from this renegade unit (as
also appears in descriptions given by refugees).

Equipment. The main VI equipment in Kosovo comprised:

T-55, M-B4 tanks (The T-55 was by far the most commeon, the M-84 only deployed
latterly)

M-80 (armoured fighting vehicle), M-60 (armoured personnel carmier), BRDM-2
(wheeled reconnaissance vehicle) and BOV M-86 (wheeled reconnaissance vehicle)

251 (122Zmm) self propelled gun, D-30 (122mm), M-1 (155mm) and M-84 (152mm)
towed howitzers

M-63 (128 mm) and M-77 (128mm) multiple-rocket launchers, M-59 (E2mm),
M-74/75 (120mm) mortars.

h-53/59 Praga (armoured truck with a twin mounted 30mm cannon)

VI activities. Prior to spring 1998, the VI was not used in actions against the UCK. The situation
changed when the VI became actively involved in supporting the Ministry of the Interior (MUF)
forces. Following the amival of the OSCE-KVM in October 1998, the V] initially restricted their
involvement in operations against the UCK, although VJ forces were present during some MUP
operations. With the exception of the border region, the MUP retained primacy for the security of

Kosovo.l

VI exercises were not restricted to any particular area within Kosovo. As desclribed to the
OSCE-KVM, "The training areas we use vary throughout the area and are subject to constant
change. Warning signs or sentries are posted where live firing takes place.& This Iadﬂtulthe \4l
establishing positions outside their barracks - notably west of Vucitm/Vushtmi - on "winter
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exercises” which in tumn led to clashes with the UCK.
Paramilitaries®

Armed men who appeared to have been neither VJ nor police were described to the OSCE-KVM
HI.IITIE]‘] Rights Division by Kosovo Albanian refugees as “paramilitaries”. Among those
paramilitariesin Kosovo, the structure and task of the various groups are likely to have

differed However, the difference between a “paramilitary” and a volunteer was simply the chain of
mmpmnd - the latter often operated under political patronage or in conjunction with intelligence
services under Franko "Frenki” Simatovic (see Ministry of the Interior, state security, below).
Lt.-Gen. Pavkovic, the V] commanderin Kosovo, denied that there were "paramilitary or special
volunteer units (operating independently)" 10

e imn

number of occasions, it is likely that there was confusion s gty
in distinguishing between armed local civilians and the @
organized paramilitaries who originated from outside e =ila
Kosovo. The value of creating the rumour that "Arkan's o "T-- b '
Tigers" were about to enter a village was often sufficient T o T .
to encourage the inhabitants to leave. Local or volunteer
units may well have played on this myth on a number of
occasions - creating a possibly misleading impression
from the statements taken from the refugees. However,
descriptions given by many refugees are consistent with
known dress codes and ather identifiers of certain
paramilitary formations.

Paramilitary units are hard to define and recognize. On a T
b
‘

oL |

oL k

e e L A,

R A N
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Moreover, some Serb individuals, as reported in the
international media, do claim to have been recruited into
paramilitary units through a close friend or relative at the
behest of Zeljko Raznjatovic ("Arkan") ! Some have
claimed that they were released from jail with their Sketch of a paramilitary given as part of
sentence period quashed on the condition they join a an interview statement by a Kosovo
paramilitary unit. It is believed that some units were b fenges | TR

given a list of houses to loot, prepared prior to the launch

of the NATO airstrikes and from information collected at thelocal level in Kosovo. It has been
claimed that elements of one unit armived in Kosovo in the middle ofFfebroary in order to prepare
the logistics for transporting the goods back to Serbia proper.

It is believed that Arkan's units worked alongside "Frenki” Simatovic in dividing up areas to
operate. Arkan's units were believed to have avoided operations until afier the air war started. He
is believedto have had a training camp between Leposavic/Leposavig and Kosovska
Mitroviea/Mitravice, and his forces are believed to have operated mainly around Kosovska
Mitrovica, Pec, Djakovica and Prizren.

Some refugee statements refer to "Frenki's",12 as do a number of comments from media
interviews given by Serb paramilitaries. These paramilitary units recruited by "Frenki" Simatovic
were observed in "cream" coloured jeeps which could be augmented by a 20mm machine gun to
the rear. They were known to operate in both green uniforms and in what has been described as a
lighter cream uniform. They are also said to have favoured wearing cowboy hats.

Often described with some clarity was the existence of the "Republic Srpska Delta Force"12
originating from the Ministry of Intemal Affairs of the Republic Srpska. Refugees describe the unit
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5 operating to the south of Gajilane in early April and being invalved in the forged expulsion of
Kosovo Albanians from the hill villages north-east of Pristing by the middle of the same month

The Ministry of the Interior (Ministarstvo Unutrasnjih Poslova-MUP)
FPalice

The police received a greater priority in resource allocation from the government of Siobodan
Milosevic than had the V1. It was indicative of the importance Milosevic placed on the functions
of internal security to support his political survival, that he strengthened the police to the
detriment of the V)

Within the Ministry of Interior {MUF) the most commeon group cited by Kosove Albanian
refugees were the militia (milicija), The "People’s Militia" were equipped with light machine guns
ang armoured personnel carriers and were identifialile by their dack blue disruptive pattem
(camouflage) clothing, Throughout the pesiod of the KVM the militis were observed manning
checkpoints in both the towns and in the rural areas as wel] as operating against the UCK In
addition fo the regular militia, there was support from their reserve. Until March 1999, thers were
believed to be in the region af 2 000 militia in Kosova,

Recognizing and differentiating among perpetrators: uniforms

Refugee statements often mcluded a description of the uniforms wom by the perpetrators of
human rights violations which they experienced or witnessed. Regular VI could be recogmized
by the contrast of their uniform to that of the reservists, who were described as wearing the old
Yugoelay People's Army (INA, predecessor of the W) style uniform and in some cases
included the comment that the uniform smelt of mothballs. The hlue uniformed mlitia was alsa
evident, badges were sometimes clearly seen identifying PJP

However SAT also wore greon at times, as did a number of volunteer mnd paramnilitary units,
leading potentially (o a false claim that it was a regular V1 unit carrying out an act. The white
uniforms of the White Eagles may have been the cream of an SAJ umit loeal armed eivilians
could be mixed up with the ad hoe mixed dress of a paratmilitary unit (Arkan's paramilitaries
Fvoured black uniforms or civilian clothes). In shot, a fixed rule for identify g perpetrators by
uniform would be misleading; a description is only a valuable additional plece of information o
a bigger picture

Within the MUP there are also specialized groups, namely the Special Police Unit (Posebne
ledinice Policjie - PIP)-and the Special Ant-terrorist Unit [Spectjalne Anti-terorsticke Jedinice -
E.-'-lﬂ The PIP were THOTE NS, I:I.J.irl.tzl.l'njllg the blue CE:]I.L]LLﬂﬂgt weitarms with ‘,_||_|.J_|,- AT’
and "police” written on it. They were more mobile than the militia and were there to mainian
arder. The SAJ was approximately 400-500 strong Operating m Kosovo were believed to be two
companies from the republican brigade, totaling approximately 200 policemen. Armoured with not
only Prags, Pinzgauerl? and armoured vans, it is believed that they also had a number of T-55
tanks They dressed in presn camouflage uniforms. Within the towns, the SA0 were believed to
operate in white Audis and black BMW cars.

Finally, refugees describe on & number of occasions the regular naffic police, who wore the mare
formal blue uniforms, peaked caps and white armbands,

SDB (Sluzba Draavne Bezhednosti) - state security
The State Secunity Service (SDB) hos not effectively existed on the federal level since the breakup

of the Soctalist Federal Republic of Yuposlavia in 19911 While the SDB remained in niume, files
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and databases were moved across to thie Republic of Serbia State Security Service, a branch of the
Ministry of Interiar. It is beljeved that Just pricr to the start of the NATO i Campaign on 24
March 1999, up to 3,000 members of the SDB moved into Kosovo with a view to collecting
mnformation on UCK structures and support. This would account for the numerous statements by
refugees clamming tohave been questioned by the security apparatus often referring to one or mare
InterTogators as having been "DBY

The link between the SDB and the paramilitaries i understood to have been through "Frenki"
Simatovic, Chief of Special Forces of State Security. Formerly of the SAJ, during the war in
Kosove, Simatovic was responsible for recruiting and organizing paramilitories

The Kosovo Liberation Army (Ushtria Clirimtare e Kosoves - UCK)

Background. The early formation of the UCKLS was based on the amall, village enits often formed
around a :‘m‘llrl_'r' and concerned with the defence af the village Kesovo Albanion nural soeinl
Structure has managed to remain relatively horizontal, with loyalty to the family and village and
less than to a central authority. The UCK therefare developed with a localized structure with

A, canfral command being imposed thereafter

Stieture. Some regional structures of the UCK were developed from a political movement,
athers were harnessed from the village "gang". The flow of weapons from Albania {already
pecurmng prior to, but considerably facilitated by the callapse of Albania into anarchy in 1997)
provided impetus for the growth of the UCK. The General Staff was in existence by the end of
| 9ag

Placing the UCK's organization into n standand military format can be misleading “Companies” in
B0 cases were larger in number than a “brigade", UCK sub-units tendad to be organized around
a collection of villages of varying size and disposition. The size and shape of & unit was not fixed

and boundaries between such units were often uid

The UCK could alss boast a full administralive structise (education, culture, health, coonamic
affairs) including & "policing" clement. For purpedes of organization, the UCK was divided into
Zones { Drenica, Pastrik, Dhukagjin, Shale, Llap and Merodime, snd a relatively innctive seventh in
the Gnyjilane region krown as the Kauradak) with o central General Stafl commanding, The
influence of the General Staff varied with the political climate and zone in questipnl?

Tactics. The early method of the UCK was to ambush rural police patrols using small arms, Only ! 3ig
durmg 1998 did the UCK sttempt a wide-scale offensive that eventually proved no match fot
Yugoslav/Serbian forces, the inability to hold Orahovac/Rrahoves town in July 1988 clearly P
demonstrated the failure of the UCK 1o operate in an urban environment,

A mixture of their cultural heritage and Yugasiav military doctrine influenced the UCK They '
appesr to have attempted to combing guerrilla war with Yugoslav-inspived trench warfore. The
UCK attempted physically to hold villages by means of trenches, which proved ftile under a V)
bombardment. The concept of the hit and run guerrilla tactic was only partinlly applied, although
the professional ability and application of one #one varied greatly from thar of another. Carefully
planned ambushes, even employing the use of & remote-controlled detonation of & mine, were seen
in some places; other areas witnessed ad hoe smbushes with & poorly conceived extraction and
loss of UCK lives.

In genesal, until the wrival of Agim Ceku &s commander in April 1999, with his vast experience |,|
from the war in Croatia, there was only a small core of well-traimed UCK personnel with the
knowledge to provide leadership and backbone. The vast migority of the rnk and file remained
villagers with aweapan and with, in the main, only a very rudimentary idea of infantry tactics
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Weaponry. The UCK used a variety of light arms, but the most comimon was the AK-47, Most of
these came from Albania after that country fell inta economic and political chaos in 1997 and
army/palice warehouses were looted, On the Albanian side of the border in eqr Iy 1998, an AK-47
could be bought for approximately US$60. Most were the Chinese varant, although Europesn
models were sought after. There was also heavier weaponry, including surface to ajr mussiles, light

all
Tt

anti-tasik weapans, rocket-propelled gresades pnd heavy machine guns. The armoury also
ncluded sniper rifles, various handguns, anti-tank mines, explosives and detonation cord

The UCK were always short of weapong and ammunition. Numbers of men were dependent an
the quantity of arms availabile. During the war, it becarme incressingly difficull to obtain the
supphes from Albania. A second route had been tied through Bosnia and although o number of
loivies arived, the Serbian authorities managed to ¢loge it down, Weapons could even he oquired
through Serbia via Serbs - although the success and quantities arve nat confirmed

Communications. The UCK was relatively sophisticated in the areq of communications. Most of
18 commumications equipment comprised eommeicially produced models (as oppased to military
o~ models) and included cellyla phones, satellite radios and phanes and handheld Motaroi radios
: Some zones were well equipped with compllers m order o establish dunhases and mainiaimn
efficientadministration

Security situation December 1998 to mid-March 1999
The fighting in Kosove in 1998 set precedent for what was to happen in 1999

Muny villages have bieen destroyed by shelling and buming following operations
conducted by federal and Serbian govemment farces, There are concerns that the
disproportionate use of farce and nctions of the seeurity forces are designed 1o
terrorise and subjugate the population. & colléctive punishment tn teach them that the
price of supporting the Kosovo Albanian pararmilitary units is tao high and will be
even higher infuture. The Serbizn security forces have demanded the surrender of
weapans and have been reported to use terror and vidlence agzinst civilians to force
people to fles their homes or the places where they had sought refuge, under fhe
guise of separating them from fighters of the Kosovo Albanian paratmlitary units

» The tacties include shelling, detentions and thy eats 1o life and finally short-nolice
demands to leave or fice the consequences, 18

Inder the cease-fire agresment called for in UN resalution 1199 of 23 Septemnber | 508, as
subsequently sccepted {see Chapter 1), no ground advances or-con frontations between the UCK
and the YugostawSerbian forces wore pertmjtted. This did not prevent a number of reactive
operations by the Yugoslav/Serbian forces against UCK mfiltration along the Albanian barder in
Dacember 165819

Further, in December 1998, the UCK occupied and reinforced former VI trenches overlooking the f
matn supply reute in Kosove from Serbin proper by Podujevo/Podujeve. The Yugoslav/Serbian

forces were unsurprisingly not willing to overlook this action, and immediately anmounced V) '
“exerciges” starting on 19 December 1988 in the vicinity. By 24 December, the V] were once

sgun in control of the ground following three days of fighting. The importance of the main supply
roufes 1o the Serbs was reiterated by the strengthening of positions straddling the Dulje/Tuhel

Pass (Suva Reka/Suhareke) on 30 December 1968

There were frequant small-scale ambushes against MUF forces by the UCK during the !_En:r |
two-and-a-half months of 1999, clearly breaching any conceptions of a cease-fire. Tensions were i
rassed further when eight VI were held captive by the UCK in the north of Kosovo,
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Yugoslay/Serbion rroops and equipment were moved into the vicmity. Further reinforced
patrolling took place along the stratepic Stimlje/Shtime Pass area following the death of three
pohice near Dulje/Dihe (SuvaReka/Suhareke) on 8 lanuary 1999, Fighting subsequently took
place in the middle of January aroundPetrovo/Petrave and Racak/Recak [ Stimlje/Shiime),

Tensions in the province were raised from the end of January through to the OSCE-KVM
evacuation on 20 March 1999, us a result of & series of bomb and grenade attacks on cafés (bodh
Kosove Albanian- and Kosove Serb-owned/frequented) and on streets and markets {see Parr ¥,
VInous municipality entries)

Open hostilities

Following the talks in Rambouillet, France (6-23 February 1999), there was a significant build L
of VI forces throughout Kesova, leading to the arming of civiliang® and the training of reservisis,
21 the artival of anti-airoraft weapons, the digging of tank pit£2 and the preparation of demolition
explosives along key routes in from the sauth and an increase in military air petivigd®. Sightings of
“paramilitary” units (with long beards, or hats with a Serbian badge on front, or using civilian
vehicles, or other irregularities) were also reporied 24

Of consequence were the numbers of VI “exercises” Prionity appears initially t6 have been given
1o the strategically important route to the west of Vucitn that hinks Kosovska Mitroviea 1o
Pristina by both rail and road and runs patallel to the sastern edge of the UCK-dominared Drenica
region. The exercises started south of Kosovska Mitravica and continued into the Bukos/Bukosh
area, starting on 25 February 25

Part of Kacanik/Kacanik municipatity suffered the violent attentions of the gecurity forces
following what was an alleged kidnapping by the UCK of a Kosova Allanian local politician af the
end of February. Tensions rose until full-scale clashes toak place resulting in the buming of
villages and thedizplacermnent of villagers. The operation was completed by 10 March when
venfiers were able to visit KotlinaKotline where they found the residents atill there (too
frightened to move elsewhere) as wellas a number of IDPs from nearby hamlets, While Kotlina
was largely unaffected by the fighting, thenearby hamlet of Drosee had 10 or 12 houses burned
and the hamlet of fvaja/lvaje had 28 out of 40 houses burmed Three male bodies identified s
thase of UCK members were also found 2% Problems arose during the incident when the UCK
refused the UNHCR access to IDPs in Katlina Although the situation was resolved and an
apology issued, there were indications that fhe UK wils alsoresponsthle for creating o number of
LDPs and using the villages as front line defences2?

The UCK was also clearly responsible fio unco-operative behaviour and escalnting tensions in
other areas: OSCE-EVM verifiers from the Rasiane/Rashtan field offics (west of Suva
Reka/Suhareke town) reported that the UCK commander refused 1o meet the OSCE-K VM unless
they had "authorization papers". The verifiers informed the UCK that digging defensive positions
overlooking the police checkpoint at Rastune was considered by the police as provocative and
would result in police taking action unless the UCK desisted28 The UCK also dug positions west
of Suva Reka near Mamusa™Mamushe (Prizren), The cammpnder of the UCK element tald the
OSCE-KVM that he had been instructed by higher UCK command to build defensive positions?

On 11 March, the security forces conducted a joint operation againgt the UCK in
Jeskovo/Jeshkove (south-west of Prizren). The V7 deployed in Hoca Zagradskn/Hoce & Qytetit,
Bilusa/Billushe andBiac/Bllag. Approximately eight tanks with armoured personnel camiers,
artiliery and mortars were used by the VJ. The OSCE-KVM verifiers obsarved a heavy
bombardment of Jeskovo and reparted buildings burning, The UCK was reported 1o have
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responded by mounting an attack in the area of ZocisteZocishite (Orahovas) using mortars and "I
heavy machine guns, The OSCE-KVM PrizvenRegional Centre commented that the UCK had
mfiltrated into Jeskowvo, a previously deserted village approximately ane week before. Residents /

in Heea Zagradeka had informed the OSCE-KVM of their concern ni this UCK move. The UCK
was made aware by the OSCE-KVM that locals and the secunty forces both saw their presence in
the area as a provocation 22

On 12 March, OSCE-KVM verifiers were mvited by the police to visit Jeskovo. The verifiers saw
the bodies of seven armed men in black UCK uniforms. All had been killed by small amms fire,
according to the polics, during the security force operation. The teams were not able to conclude
that the UCK members had been killed where they were lying. During the investigation
OSCE-KVM verifiers reported seeing approximately 20 1o 25 members of the PIP2L In such a
security force operation, when overrunning on enemy position it is likely that weapons would have
been removed out of the vietim's arm's reach regardless of whether the victim appeared to be dead
or not, and the bodies given initial searches. It is therefore not surprising that bodies appear to
have not been found exactly where they were killed and moreover, weapons may well have been

-~ placed back close to the bodies in an attempt to project the impression the Yugoslav/Serbian

. forces Telt was needed to be seen by the verifiers.

Verifiers from Pec and Prizen OSCE-KVM Regional Centres reported & large secunity force
operation centred on Svrhe/Sverke and Dus/Dush (Klinw/Kline municipality) on 14 March, The
operation included the use of tanks, mortars and a special combat police unit. The OSCE-KVM
teams reported a heavy exchange of fire during the morning. Verifiers gained access to the villages
in the afternoon and deseribed heavy damage in Svhre. Four bodies were observed in Dus that
appeared 1o be thase of UCK members 22

Again south of Kosovska Mitnovica, approximately 50 V] soldiers supported by four tanks and
Iwo anti-arcraft artillery vehicles attacked VibnicaVernice on or around 15 Murch. Artillery
impacts were observed near Balince/Balince (Vugitrn/Vushtrr municipality) and four houses were
seen buming, Approximately 30 rounds of artillery hit the aren of Glavotina/Gllavotin and
Bivoljak/Bivolak Bradas/Bradash (Podujevo) was seen to be shelled on three separate occasions
on thas date and local sourees stated (hat one person was killed and two wounded, 22

™ In the south of Kosovo, Korbolic/Karbulig (Kacanik) was found by OSCE-KVM verifiers to be
nearly deserted, the four remaining residents who were about to depart claimed that the V] had
told them to leave on 15 March. Although this could not be confirmed, observers noted that the
school had been vandalized, houses looted and some set on fire24

The official Yugoslav news agency Tanjug reported that the Yugoslav Army had extended by 30
days the muilitary service of soldiers currently due to be demobilized. The soldiers were to form
part of the Army reserve forces, The measure was said to be a result of "threats of military
intervention" 13

On 17 March 1999 the OSCE-KVM Prizren Regional Centre reported a rise in tension with the
start of a combined VI and police operation against Korisa/Korishe and Kabas/Kabash (north-east
of Prizren). The operation appeared directed at a unit of perhaps 20 UCK troops who were
reported to have moved into Kabas a month earhier. Venfiers observed V1 and special combat
police supporied by tanks and ant:-aircraft artillery,

he V] became more obstructive towards the OSCE-KVM, denying it access to the VI position at
Dulje, one of the three authorized Combat Team locations as agreed in the 23 October
Agreement. [t was the scoond time access had been denied, when in the past they had been
co-operative.
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I effect, Yugoslav preparations for a confrentation with NATO and operations with the aim of
defeating the UCK tough piecemesl operations were well underwayls

Military operations 20 March - 10 June 1999

As noted in Chapter |, the OSCE-KVM withdrew from Kasovo an 20 March 1999 when it
became apparent that the SECUTIty enviromment was no longer conducive (o fulfilling the missian
mandate. From 24 Mairch through to 10 June, NATO launched an afr and missile CEUTIPRIEN BEaingT
Yugoslavia, including the wrgeling of the Yoposlav/Serbian military and security apparatus in
Kosoyvn.

By Murch 1999, the Yugosiav |njli1s:r3,'a'_-:=:;u1:1y forces wepg coping with two tasks defeuiting the
UCK and preparing for an attack by MATO. The effect was to require the border areas 10 be
secured, as seen with the VI building up positions south of Gnjilane/Grilan and entering villoges m
what otherwise had been described a5 2 "quiet distriet" 3T However, more resources and attention
wenl to the west of Kasovo and the border with Albania Here exisied noy only a possible route

for NATO 1o enter, but an area where the UCK was particularly active, with "safe havens” and
supplies in Albania. Further these supplies would be in 4 pesition 10 teach other UCK zones
further into Kosovo i the military/sec urity forees were not able to dominate the ground in the

Area

The Yugoslav/Serbian forces initially concentruted on securing the lines of communication - o task
that had always been o priority and, as deseribed, hod already been stanied. Thase villages [ving
along strategic routes (for examiple the ropd north fram Pristing to Pedujeva) were unmediately
shelled and cleared. The villages lying al important crossroads were also targeted, notably
Studencane/Studencan [ Suvo Reka'Suhareke) {price to the OSCE.EV M withdrmwal) and
Komorane/Komaran (Glogovac/ Gl lagac)

The security forces also extended thei; push on Drenica and the areas in the west of Kosovo,
particularly around Chahovac and Djakovica. While tombating the UCK in the hills and villages,
the security forces later avtempled to deny the UCK their base of support including non-military
supplies, In effect, thiz meant the foreed displacement of Kesovo Albanians from villages in
known UCK areas and the pursuit ol [DFs in the hills, particularly the targeting of men of fighting
age. Operations in the east consisted of establishing and building up VI defences, starting from the
border and moving further inta Koscvo,

By late April, it was believed that the Yugaslay military and police in Kosove nurmbered at lest
40,000, with assistanee from elements of the Yugestnv Second Army based in Mantenegro

In attacks on rural communities, VJ forces were aecused of firing shells, usually early in the ‘
e

marmmg, while what were often been describied in refugee statements as a mixture of “police, ks
parambitaries, V]and armed civilians” surrounded the villags Following a brief shelling, the _f_‘ L

surrounding units entered. This was evidenice of the Yugoslav/Serbian forces carrying out & clussic ™~ 4 ;
“horse shoe” move by surtounding the village on three sides. The artillery fire provided by the VJ oy 3
mitially shocked a village possibly tlushing out UCK members into the wiiting forces outside "
Militia, special police units and/orparmmilitaries would then move into the village, assisted Ly
armed civilians who often acted as localguides. A checkpoint was often established on the only
open side of the village. Those IDPs who leftin the direction of the checkpoint {away from the
advancing forces) were subseguently robbed of anymoney &nd gold they were able to take with _
them. These checkpoints were also used o verify identification papers and again séarch for UCK
members or active SUpporiers

Omn occasion, the statements given by the refugees refer to the sudden shelling of a village where
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the UCK was na present. [nanumber of cazes: it appenrs that reprisals were carried out i
retaliation for a UCK success or a NATO mir strike

In most cases, inhabitants were ET¥en a short-period (five minutes, 30 minutes or by & specified
mour) twbe out of their homes, This wionld have limited the passibility thot those departing would
have had time to take valuables with them ar bury them. Parsmilitaries were therefore able 1o
move mto relatively untouched hames, Inhabitants were questianed for weapons or aboul
particular persons or were simply ordered to hand over valuables. In My cases, 1L was reported
that the homes of rich people were targeted. At the end of February and beginning of March, lists
are believed to have been drawn up in Belgrade with the assistance of Kosovo town halls. The lises
Bave details of rich Kosovar Albanians angd Were given to centain paramilitary proups responsible
for mansponting the goods back to Serbia. Some units had lists of peaple (0 be "arregted” 38

As noted above, rTumotrs wers often spread concerning the Impending arrival of & unit 1o 2
location 32 It would have been from these rumoyrs that many refugees claim that "Arkan's ligers
were coming ta a village.

Men were routinely separated fram wamen and children This was done in arders b identify
possiblemembers of the UCK. In some cases, itappesrs that orders wepe given simply to shoat
the men 49 (See other chapters in this repont for common patterns of events in such situations, for
example Chapter 5, Violation of the right to Jife. Chapter 9, Arbitrary Arrest and detention:
Chapter |4, Forged displacement; Chapter 15, Young men of military age )

Weapans caches. A number of reports relate to the caching of weapong in moscjues, hospitals and
basements Yugaslav/Serbian military equipmient and ammunition was distrbuted from rmilitary
eompounds to locations less likely to be targeted by NATO. Armoured vehicles were placed
amongst houses (in some cases they were driven right ingide houses) and security forees were
billeted in Kosova Albantan homes, One imtes viewee desoribey seeing how on 2] Apnl the V] had

hadden APCs and tanks in the yards of Kosove Albanian houses in the village of

Dragacina/Dragagine (Suva Reka) and covered them with the corm harvest, Tanks and weapons
were also hidden behind housesin a nearby villagedl In Pristina city, V7 and MUP moved sround
in covilian vehicles, while thehospital was deseribed as being used as 4 store for smmumition

Notes
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PART Ill : The violation of human rights in Kosove (Chapter 4)

/ L Contents Previous Next

INTRODUCTION: THE VIOLATION OF
HUMAN RIGHTS IN KOSOVO

The violation of human rights was both cause and consequence of the conflict in Kosovo.

Respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms, democracy and the rule of law as an essential
component of security is a guiding principle of the OSCE. It was & principle flouted by the
Yugoslay authorities. A consistent pattern of human rights violations in Kosovo led eventually ta
a breakdown in security. This in tumn produced a human ri ghts and humanitarian catastrophe, with
violations on amassive scale.

The chapters in this part of the report da not reach back across the past decade of human rights
violations that produced the 1998-99 crisis, but are organized ta present a thematic analysis of the
human rights and humanitarian law violations in Kosovo as they were monitored and recorded by
the OSCE-KVM. The range of themes covered is indicative of how extensive was Kosova's
human rights crisis within the time period of October 1998 to 9 June 1999, albeit many of the
issues covered had been of growing concern for years

The treatment of each theme here gives an indication of its relative prevalence in the two phases of

the OSCE-KVM reporting period. There were clear indications of both continuity and change in
patterns of violations.

In the standardized approach adopted by
the OSCE-KVM human rights
department to docurnenting and
mvestigating human rights violations,
some 30 categories of possible human
rights violations had been identified
These included both civil and political
rights as well as economic, social and
cultural rights. Priority was given to
complaints received from direct witnesses
reporting human rights and humanitarian
law violations; likewise, the assessment  Burial ground, Likosane/Likostian, for the bodies of 83
of information from refugees interviewed  people found nearby  [zoom|

in Albania and the former Yugoslav

Republic of Macedonia gave pricrity to first-hand accounts.

From within the data gathered by the OSCE-KVM, the themes to be presented for analysis hFrc
were in essence self-selecting, as the sheer volume of information wllected b}r the Human Rights
Division regarding certain human rights and humanitarian law violations significantly cchchd
others. The gravity of certain violations, and their discemnible impact on Kosovo communities and
society, were also taken into account.
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Although the range of themes covered is indicative of the extent of Kosovo's human rights crisis,
it is by no means an exhaustive list of the types of human rights and humanitarian law violations
which took place in the period covered by this report.
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% PART 1il : The violation of human rights in Kosova (Chapter 5)
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VIOLATION OF THE RIGHT TO LIFE -
L( Fl Caid | 9 o i
T o Lspuf
e ‘L;.:L-' 'H_l o gt
]
During the deployment of the OSCE-KVM the internal conflict in Kosovo between the Serbian at ﬂ-:ﬂul o
secunty forces and the UCK was ongoing and thus both parties to the conflict were under An ”ﬂm';,—
obligations of applicable international humanitarian law. Article 3 common to the four Geneva "Z'fzr-:*
Conventions prohibits "violence to life and person” caried out against civilians and others "taking I:Tgﬁ;,u.
no active part in hostilities", Protocol II additional to the four Geneva Conventions provides fir. SR>
further protection to civilians in certain situations of internal armed conflict, prohibiting direct v ""’}
attacks on civilians and acts or threats of violence aimed at terrorizing the civilian population. The
provisions of Common Article 3and Additional Protocol I are binding on all parties to an internal .l!'_f,:-.&u,ﬁl
armed conflict. The FRY authorities have additional obligations under international hurnan rights g2,
law to prevent and punish extraj udicialkillings by state forces or agents acting with their consent ﬂggﬂ& |
or acquicscence, These killings violate theright to life enshrined in Article 6 of the International Ay |
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR). o
|

There are also relevant prohibitions in the criminal law of the FRY.

Violations of the right to life feature extensively in this report, from numerous single arbitrary
killings tomass killings involving scores of victims. Particularly in the period after 24 March 1999,
communitiesin Kosove were subjected to a state of lawlessness precisely at the hands of those
authorities charged with the maintenance of security and law and order, and those authorities
demonstrated a sweeping disregard for human life and dignity. The loss of life of large numbers of
Kosovo Albanian civilianswas one of the most characteristic features of the conflict after 24

March and accounts for a very high number of reports and witness statements received by the
OSCE-EVM.

This chapter is intended to give an overview of the phenomenon of summary and arbitrary killing
in bath phases of the OSCE-KVM's deployment, illustrative examples, and a description of

common patterns. .
The situation during the OSCE-KVM deployment in Kosovo

The summary or arbitrary killing of unarmed civilians was a much reported ceccurrence when the
OSCE-KVM was deployed in Kosovo. There were killings by the Serbian security forces of
Kosovo Albanians, and killings by the UCK of Serbs as well as of Kosovo Albanians who were
believed to be "collaborators" or sympathizers with the Serbian authorities,

The mass killing at Racak/Recak (Stimlje/Shtime municipality) on 15 January 1999 was an event
both definitive in terms of establishing international recognition that human rights violations were
at the core of the Kosovo confict, and (together with two other incidents later that month n
Djakovica/Gjakovamunicipality, at Rogovo/Rogove and Rakﬂvinafﬂaknvil&e} ind;catljw of what
was to follow in the period from late March, The more frequent occurrence in T'.hc period of the
OSCE-KVM's presence in Kosovo was, however, killings on an individual basis.

http:{iwww.osce.org/kosovolreports/hr/part1/chS htm 12/ 9/99 1:52 PM
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The phenomenon of unattributed kiflings

The OSCE-KVM dealt with many cases which appeared linked to the security crisis, which

appeared to follow a given pattern, but which could not be attributed firmly to one party or the
other. The effect of these very frequent incidents was to heighten fears and tensions in both the

Kosovo Albanian and Serb communities? Regularly in such cases a victim would be abdueted
then killed usually within a very short period of time.

The situation in the town of Pec/Peja is illustrative Eleven suspicious [and unresolved] deaths of

local Kosovo Albanian men oceurred between 1 and 31 January 1999, all within a short distance
from Pec and all shot in the head at close range. The police were quick to conclude that they were
"loyal Albanians" and therefore the likely suspects were the UCK, The term “loyal Albanian" was
4 commen term often used by the police for many of the killin gs they investigated where the
victim was a Kosovo Albanian. The term was used to indicate that the UCK had killed the person
because of the vietim'sreal or supposed loyalty to Serbia. Local Kosovo Albanians, however,
feared that there were extreme Serbian nationalist group(s} at work. These killings quickly led to
fear in both the Kosovo Albanian and Serb communities of Pee, who were afraid to go out at

night. Some of the dead were professional people and there was an increasing fear amongst the
professional and educated Kosovo Albanians that they would be targeted.

Killings of Kosovo Albanians by Serbian forces

At Racak on 15 January, 45 Kosovo Albanians were killed. Events at Racak and facts as verified
by the OSCE-KVM indicated evidence of arbitrary detentions, extra-judicial killings and the
mutilation of unarmed civilians by the security forces of the FRY. The OSCE-KVM team, upon
investigation on 16 January, found 40 bodies in different locations (five others had already been
removed for burial byrelatives). All had been shot. Some of the dead showed si gns of having been
killed arbitrarily at closerange, includin g 20 men who were reportedly amested the day before;
others appeared to have been shot whilst running away. Some of the bodies had been decapitated.
Among the dead were a womnan and a 12-year-old child Accounts of surviving residents said they
recognized some of the policemen who took part in the actions as being from Stimlje/Shtime
town. They also claimed that they recognized some of the assailants as being Serb civilians from
Stimlje dressed in police uniforms. At ameeting in February the OSCE-KVM noted that a palice
commander in Urosevac/Ferizaj attributedthe Racak killings on 15 January 1999 to the abduction
of a Serb police man from Stimlje in earlyDecember 1998. He maintained that the tension in
Racak had built up and that the colleagues of this policeman had reacted in such a furious way
because of the abduction. (The mass killing at Racak,and the chain of events leading up to it, are
described in more detail in Part V, under Stimljemunicipality.)

On 14 March five Kosovo Albanian males from the village Hoca Zagradska/Hoca e Qytetit in
Prizren municipality were cutting wood when they encountered five Serbian palicemen. One man
who was able to escape but was too frightened and in fear for his life to take the OSCE-KVM to
the scene of the incident gave details as follows. The five men left the village of
Grejkovee/Grejkoc (Suva Reka/Suhareke) at 07:00 hours on 14 March to cut wood, At _
approximately 14:30 hours on theirway home five policemen shot at them. One man was shot in
the face and as the group took cover the injured man was arrested. The policemen ran aijter the
others and killed two of them; another man pretended to be dead and later escaped. He did not
know the fate of the fourth man or of the man who was arrested. When an older mar from the
village took the OSCE-KVM team to the scene of the incident they found the bodies of the four
victims and shell casings from an automatic rifle lyingiear the bodies. A small back-pack
containing bread and meat and two axes for cutting wood were also found nearby

Suspicious deaths in custody. Suspicious deaths of persons in police custody, as a result of torture

http://www.osce.org/kosovolreports/hr/part]/ch5 htm 12/ 9/99 1:52 PM
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and ill-treatment, were an established phenomencn before the time of the OS¢ E-KVM
dclplr})fmtnt{s:c t_ha 1-efercm:'m to this in Chapter 6, Torture and ill-treatment and Chaprer 10,
Violation of the right to a fair trial), but the OSCE-KVM during 1ts deployment inside Kosovo

dx:lalt "i'f'it!'i fewer cases where suspicions deaths appeared to have occurred in police custody, than
with killings that could notbe attributed.

One particular case where a detainee died while presumably in police custody occurred on 8
March 1999 when a 20-year-old Kosovo Albanian man was driving to the Suncani Breg/Bregu i
Diellitdistrict of Pristina/Prishtina. At a traffic light police stopped the car, dragged the man out
and drove him to Police Station No. 92 (for which see also Part V, entry for Pristina/Prishtina
city). The police informed the relatives that their son would be released within the next few hours,
The father of the detainee reportedly spent the whale night in front of the police station and
waited the next day until 15:00 hours. He was Iater informed that the dead body of his son had
been found with 33 bulletwounds near the bridge in Donje Dobrevo/Miradi e Ulet (Kosovo
Polje/Fushe Kosove). Another man saw the victim's car on 9 March around 15:00 hours full of
bullet holes near the Police StationNo. 92, The OSCE-KVM examined the dead body on 10
March, but the circumstances of the death remained unclear. The information available, however,
suggests that the police executed him extra-judicially

UCK killings of Serb civilians or of suspected Albanian "eollaborators"

The examples given below are illustrative of the general patterns in evidence in killings perpetrated
by the UCK, and are not exhaustive

In Bukos/Bukosh (a mixed village 4 km west of Vucitm/Vushtrri town) in February 1999 two
Kosovo Serb residents were abducted by the UCK, as notified to the OSCE-KVM by police. After

the abduction the hostages were allegedly taken back to their homes by cight members of the  men
UCK. One of the hostages was made to call for his father, who went to meet with the UCK and %degy

took his oldest son with him. During the meeting the two detainees made an attempt to escape ?;‘_:'_r
The two hostages were wounded and the oldest brother was killed. In a meeting with the UCK a, e
zone commander, OSCE-KVM verifiers were told that the abductions were carried out by G
"uncontrolled elements" in the Vucitm area. (See Part V, entry for Vucitm/Vushtrri municipality, _‘Uf'j
for further details and citations) i, -

In another incident in February the UCK admitted to the abduction of two Serb civilians and the
killing of one of them. The two men were abducted while cutting wood in the village of Velika
Hoca/Hoce e Madhe (Orahovac/Rrahovec). When the men were finally handed over by the UCK
one of the men was dead and the other was wounded after having been severely beaten.

The UCK were also the suspected perpetrators in the death of two Kosovo Albanians in February.
The wife of one of the victims claimed that her husband was abducted by two gunmen at 01:00 on
3 February 1999. They came to the house; put a bag over his head and took him away. She saw
their vehicle leaving the street. She reported that several weeks previously her family gave refuge
to a friend. He had told her family that he had been amrested previously by the UCK for
"collaboration” with the police but was later released. In a follow up investigation by the
OSCE-KVM team, neighbours confirmed that this man had had serious troubles with the UCK.
On 18 February the bodies of both men were found together in the vicinity of Troje (Orahovac)
The two men had apparently been beaten to death and their bodies showed traces of severe
torture. It was believed that they were killed by the UCK for "collaborating” with the police.

After 20 March 1999 - Killings of Kosovo Albanians by Yugoslav/Serbian forces

All of the data available to the OSCE-KVM for this part of the reporting period concerns the
killing of Kosovo Albanians by Yugoslay and Serbian forces and those acting in concert with them
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(with the excep_u:m of the issue of civilians killed during the NATO bombing, which is addressed qﬁ.
at the end of this chapter). There is no information about whether the UCK was targeting civilian ml:‘“":'

non-combatants at this time. How WET friw g | HOLPRS PR s

The level of incidents of summary and arbitrary killing escalated dramatically immediately after th A'fj""’-"*w
OSCE-KVM withdrew on 20 March. For example, on 20 March VJ and palice went to the village m'.allﬁq..r,._
of Trnava/Temave (Podujevo/Podujeve) and started shelling and shooting in the village. While Meriingys
people were fleeing a tractor was hit with grenades thrown by VI troops. As a result two boys ,L._:r""y
aged seven and eight were killed and four others were wounded. Another hand grenade killed two kﬁ"{f’
others and wounded seven people. In a separate account from Podujeve municipality on the same ™.
day, a Kosovo Albanian man recounted: "On the Saturday before the start of NATO bombing [20 P""Qp,u
March] at 15:30-16:00 hours I was at my uncle's house in Podujevo [town]. [ saw four people -

three men and one woman - lined up and killed. They were shot in the forehead. Fifteen to twenty

policemen were present at the time."

Kotlina/Kotline, an area 6 km south-west of Kacanik/Kacanik town, was attacked on the moming
of 24 March, Many statements gathered from villagers from this area attest to the mass killing of
22 men that occurred during this attack. Statements vary somewhat as to the chain of events that
led to the death of these men, Follow-up investigation has been undertaken by the OSCE-KVM,
the findings of which mostly corroborate the killing,

The village was first shelled by artillery, then VI infantry dressed in vanious uniforms came to the

village with tanks and Pragas. Approximately 500 women and children were sent away by truck to
Kacanik. Twenty-two men were captured. The group of men was led up the side of the mountain

into a wooded area. The men were heavily beaten, afier which shots were heard, followed some

time later by the sound of explosions. Six of the men were found in a well approximately five

metres deep, and 16 bodies were found in a larger well approximately seven metres deep. The
International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia confirmed evidence of the 22 bodies 4 cu g,
found in the two wells. In the follow up investigation by the OSCE/ODIHR (in connection with 8yt
the writing of this report) 1t was disclosed by a villager that, of the group of 22 men who were Gl
killed arbitrarily, 11 were apparentlyunarmed UCK soldiers in civilian clothes. The ages of the 22

men ranged from 17 to 47 years. Three other bodies were also found in the village Two of the

men had gunshot wounds in the neck. A thirdman had been shot in the right arm and his right leg

was severed, Two of these men were 55 years old and one was 70 years old. (For more details and
citations see Part V, entry for Kacanik municipality.)

Further escalation after 24 March 1999, Summary and arbitrary killing became a generalized
phenomenon throughout Kosovo with the beginning of the NATO air campaign against the FRY
on the night of 24-25 March.

Up to that pomt, the attentions of the Yugoslav and Serbian military and security forces had been
generally directed towards communities in Kosovo in areas that were on UCK transit routes or
where there were UCK bases. In some of these areas the conflict was ongoing through 1998 and
1999, After 24 March however the general pattern changed and included areas that had previously
been relatively quiet. Although the UCK may have been present in or around many areas where
large numbers of killings occurred, the background security situation is frequently not clear from
the statements of refugees. Moreover, the killings as recounted by refugees appear
overwhelmingly tohave occurred in circumstances which clearly violated international
humanitarian law. Large numbersof civilian non- combatants were deliberately targeted and killed
solely because of their ethnicity.

The areas that were under the influence of the UCK or of strategic importance were among the
first to be targeted simultaneously on 24 March, and continued to be targeted for some time
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thereafter. Many of these areas witnessed
N comparison to the towns where individ
the village areas cne of the most common
men were rounded up, separated from wo
killed arbitrarily.

a high level of mass killing of men with utmost brutality,
ual as opposed to mass killings were more prevalent. In
patterns was that, as groups of people were fleeing,

men and children (who were sent away), and then were

In the many accounts gathered the majarity of killings as described were carried out by a mixture

of VI forces, police and paramilitaries, sometimes with the co-operation of armed Serbian

civilians, It isdifficult to determine, however, how co-ordinated these groups were. Many ‘z‘.";’&’?f
interviewees alsomentioned "Arkan's" groups and "White Eagles" as well as other named e
paramilitary groups as beingpresent (see Chapter 3, The military/security context, for further -

details). The individual names and/orofficial functions of perpetrators were also mentioned in
many statements,

Examples given here are but a few and only give a general outline of the pattern of events in which
many people lost their lives, No-one, it seems, was immune, as people of all ages, including

women and children, were killed in large numbers. Many people witnessed the killing of family
members or neighbours,

Witnessing a killing or even seeing dead bodies is traumatic. Instilling fear and terror in people
appears to have been the intended effect of at least some of the many killmgs carried out in public
places, with bodies left in the open for all to see. One result was that many people, upon seeing
such killings or their aftermath, left out of fear before they were forcibly expelled

In Podujeve on 24 March one interviewee's brother and cousin were stopped on the street and
shot by police reservists. On 25 March in the same area masked V7 and police officers entered the
town in tanks, Pragas and other vehicles. They expelled Kosova Albanians, while firing their
weapons at the same time and killing many people. One man said he saw 36 bodies afterwards. On
28 March in the same area a 15-year-old boy had a heart attack after watching the killing of a man
m what was deseribed by an interviewee as a "drive-by killing". At the time the town was
surrounded by VJ, police, paramilitaries and local Serbs, and the perpetrators of the killing were

described as being fourpeople in a black four-wheel drive vehicle. g g,.g
On 3 April one interviewee witnessed the killing of seven people near the cemetery in the ?H{::;fb.-‘

Dragodan/Dragodan area of Pristina. The perpetrators were five masked men in green camouflage

: g
uniforms. They first robbed a group of IDPs and then opened fire on the crowd. On 30 April VI /areavngey
forces and paramilitaries shot at a crowd of people and killed a small boy, g Tistn

) S
In numerous cases in the process of forced expulsion, large numbers of Kosovo Albamian men .::-I,‘,?'

were gathered together in one area and killed arbitrarily. Although they were certainly a particular
target of the Yugoslav and Serbian forces (see Chapter 15, Young men of fighting age), it was not
exclusivelyyoung "fighting age" men who were singled cut and killed. In one particular mass
summary andarbitrary killing of 55 unarmed men in the village of Bela Crkva/Bellacerke
(Orahovac/Rrahovec) at least eight of the victims were over 60 years old and two were 70 ar
over, while a young boy of 13 was also in the list of the dead. In that particular incident, which
occurred on 25 March, Serbian forces had surrounded the village and began shelling the 850
homes and burning the houses. A group of people including women and children fled towards the
Beli Drim/Drini i Bardh river. The UCKwere in the area and advised the group to move on as
paramilitaries were advancing. The group ofpecple fled in different directions and in the process a
number of men who were running along therailway line were shot and killed, according to a
65-year-old man who was hiding nearby. As groupsof fleeing people were caught and brought
together the men were separated from the women and children, who were then ordered to leave.
Numerous accounts were given, one man who surviveddescribing the following: The men were
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ordered to give up their weapons but they had no weapons. Twenty men were stripped and
searched by the Serbian forces who it was stated were looking forevidence of the UCK but there
Was none. The 55 men who had been collected together were again forced to strip to the waist
and stand with their hands behind their heads while they were searched. Inthe course of the search
a bullet was found in the pocket of a 13-year-old boy who was amongst the group of men. It was
explained that the boy had picked up the bullet on the road. The police askedwho supported the
boy's statement and his uncle stepped forward The uncle was then taken to oneside by one of the
policemen and shot. The men were then told to dress and face the water and ordered to walk into
the river with their backs to the police. They were shoulder to shoulder. One of the men in the
group heard an order given in Serbian to shoot. He was one of the first into the water, which was
up to his neck. As the police opened fire, men fell all around him, One man was injuredind crying
for help. Police came over and fired again and killed him. The man who survived the maskill; ng
remained in the water for one more hour and became so cold that he had to leave the water.

Another man who hid in the rniver for seven hours with 15 others, said that "the river ran red with
blood".

In the process of rounding up and expelling Kosovo Albanian residents, Suva Reka/Suhareke
town experienced many large-scale killings. The most compelling statement from one of these
events was given by the wife of the owner of the OSCE-KVM building, the anly survivor of the
killing by Serbianforces and civilians of her extended family, including many young children - one
only two years old.

On 25 March, police questioned her husband regarding the OSCE-KVM and why OSCE-KVM
personnel had been allowed to live in his house, and then proceeded to beat him unconscious.
Around midday on 26 March the police again called at the house where the witness was staying. A
policeman whom she knew called her brother-in-law’s son outside and shot him dead. The police
"screamed" at them and when the families ran outside they found their house "under siege” from
police, and Serb and "Gypsy" (Maxhupi) civilians. She witnessed as some of her family were shot
dead immediately. Sheand others were chased to another location, apprehended and pushed into a
café. The police shot every person in the room of the café with machine guns and rifles. The
witness had her four children, two girls aged 16 and 14 and two sons aged 10 and 2 years old,
gathered around her. They were all killed. She was trying to protect her two-year-old son with her
legs. She was also hit in the abdomenwith a bullet that passed through her elder son. She urged
him to pretend he was dead. As they took the bodies outside they saw that her eldest son was still
breathing and shot him again. She heard himery out. At least 12 children under 17 were killed and
10 adults including a pregnant woman. Thewitness pretended to be dead as the police removed al
valuables from their bodies. She saw themcutting off fingers from dead bodies to remove rings
She was placed in a truck on top of other bodies including the children. During the journey
towards Prizren she jumped from the truck and was found by people who took her to UCK-held
territory where her wounds were treated (this incident is also covered, including with citations, in
Part V, entry for Suva Reka/Suhareke municipality).

In the Kacanik area a number of people died in a spate of separate killings that occurred on 28
March. A pharmacist, aged 30-35, was shot in his yard when he attempted to escape. Seven police
and one Serbian civilian were described as being involved in this incident. Four policemen shot
another man in front of a grocery store. Two police wearing regular blue uniforms sh::gt a
70-year-old man, They first took his ID card from him, threw it into a river, ordered him to
retrieve it and then shot him.

On 1 Apnl 2 man from Jablanicka in Pristina stated that a neighbour was ]i.i.}]td instantly Ib}r a burst
of gunfire while tying to escape approaching masked paramilitaries and police officers. The same
man subsequently witnessed a friend of his being shot dead when a single shot was fired by a
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m;:ked paramilitary, while the man was trying to assist a religious leader who was wounded in the
street.

Sometime between late March and mid-April a group of people was surrounded in the forest
between Ljubizda Has/Hasi i Lubizhde (Orahovac) and Djonaj/Gjonaj (Prizren). The group, who
stated that they were all civilians, was then questioned about the UCK. Men between the ages of
L.S and 60 were separated from the main group and between 10 and 16 of them were placed in a
line. One of the V] soldiers placed his weapon on a tripod and positioned himself in front of the
men. Anather soldier pleaded with him not to shoot and sat down and started to cry, but the first
soldier proceeded to open fire and shot at the men while their families were forced to look on. At

least eight of the men died while others escaped with mjuries. Police then forced villagers to hide
the bodies in various places.

A number of killings ocourred on 17 or 18 April in the village of Ade/Hade {Obilic/Obilig
municipality) when approximately 14 police, VI soldiers and paramilitaries arrived. They shelled
the village, burned houses and carried out a series of killings of members of the same extended
family inwhich five men died. All five victims are widely named in statements. One man was shot
as he came out of the house with a white cloth to "surrender”. He died some hours later of his
wounds from lack of medical assistance. One police officer and one VI soldier, both armed with
AK-47s, then went to the house of that man's brother and separated women and children (whom
they sent away) from four men aged approximately 27 and 78 years old, some of whom they
burned alive in the stable. Whenmembers of the family and other villapers retumed a few days
later they found two bodies {variously deseribed as tied with cables and without legs) under the
carcass of a cow. Another body was found shot in the yard; the fourth was not found,

One man recounted that in Grastica/Grashtice (Pristina) on 18 April: "There were four
paramilitaries, three of them were wearing black nylon [mask]s over their heads. They separated
five young maleswho were all under 30 years old. Two of the paramilitaries wearing masks
executed them by the side of the road. 1 was three metres from the scene and could hear the man
who gave arders say: "Shoot them, kill them, do not let them go alive' "

Reports also attest to attacks on civilians travelling in canvoys. In one particular incident a convoy
of Kosovo Albanian IDPs was caught between the villages of Gomja Sudimlja/Studime e Eperme
and Donja Sudimlja/Studime e Poshtem, respectively 5 and 2 km east of Vucitm town. One man
who was near the front described it as being led by Kosovo Albanian political leaders from the
area who were carrying a white flag. According to the interviewee, they stopped to rest at
approximately 20:00 hours. News arrived from the back of the convoy that villages behind were
being burnt and people killed, and that the convoy should move on. As the convoy moved on
Serbian forces ammived at the front of the column and told them to keep moving ta the asphalt road
further along. When they reached VJ positions further down the road they wers initially met with
anger, as it was late at night and movement was resiricted during this time. The VJ troops were
also surprised to hear that it was Serbian forces that had ordered the convoy to keep moving. The
troops then indicated that the convoy should move on and threatened to kill the passengers of any
tractor that veered out of line. The convoy moved on and finally stopped in a field at 01:00 hours.
The head of the convoy was already in Donje Sudimlje while the rear was still in Gomje Sudimlje
(i.e. approximately 3km away). Serbian forces started shelling and shooting in Gornje Sudimlje,
and the 1DPs in the convoy lay down on the road in order not to be hit. As the convoy moved on
again at about 22:00 hours VI forces, police and paramilitaries surrounded 1t on both sides. Men
were pulled off their tractors, shot and killed. Some reported that between 80 and 160 people
were killed this way on the night of 2 May.One woman recounted that as she walked past
abandoned tractors she passed approximately 40 bodies. (For full description of events and
citations see Part V, entry for Vucitrn/Vushtrri municipality See also below for reference to
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investigative follow-up to the killings)
Indiscriminate attacks on Kosovo Albanian civilians

Indiseriminate attacks on populated areas, sporadic prior to 24 March 1999, became a widespread
occurrence after that date. For many civiliang there was no chance to escape and many were killed
due to indiscriminate shelling or grenade attacks by Serbian forces.

Sheiling and grenade attacks. In Gorja Dubnica/Dumnica e Eperme (Podujevo/Podujeve
municipality) between 29 March and 1] Apnl one woman recounted: "Serbian forces were
contmuously shelling toward the village, but there was no way out. Six people were killed by
grenades, among them were three children "

One man recounted an incident in the Vueitrn area on 28 March:

After the NATO bombing [started] VI, police and paramilitaries wearing different
uniforms, [their] faces coloured in red, blue, black, green, and wearing bullet-proof

. Vests started the action in my village. Fifty people including myself heard an

- explosion inmy house. My father went home to check what happened, and he found
my brother's dead body. We discovered that the cause of the explosion was a grenade

or mortar. Armed Serbs had been firing mortars and grenades into the town from the
Llamarinaarea Tkm from our home.

Indiscriminate arms fire. A man recounted an incident that occurred in the second half of April in
Kolic/Koliq (Pristina) that led to many deaths of civilians:

On 22 April a UCK soldier, at 08:20 hours, told us to leave immediately because
Serbs were about to enter the area. We immediately left for Kolic and came under
grenade attack. We had not realized we were surrounded by Serb forces. We tried 1o
find a way to escape from a cordon but were unahle [to] because they had set a circle
of fire enclosing us. We continued to walk and arrived at a field in Kalic and stopped.
AS soon as we did the Serbs opened fire with automatic weapons killing 20 or 21
people. It was about 16:30 hours, | witnessed 20 or 21 of these deaths, [of] women,
children and old people as well as men. We had to flee. We went towards UCK
positions near Kolic: Later UCK members recovered the bodies. We were in the
mountains. After the UCK returned I was informed that 56 people had been killed in
that field. This, however, was a mistake as there had been two fields in which people

were killed. Twenty-one in one field and 56 in the second field: 77 in total. The Serb
offensivestopped at this stage.

Aerial bombardment. Nogavac/Nagafe village (Orahovac municipality) came under heavy attack S -
by Yugoslav and Serbian forces at the end of March. One grenade hit an area where a group of =
people was hiding. Seven people were killed in that attack. On or around 1 or 2 April Nogovac PeAat o,
was bombed by Yugoslav aeroplanes, Over 100 civilians were reportedly killed when houses they 7% .
were sheltering in were hit in this attack. Villages in the Popovo and Majaca valley in Podujeve - b
municipality were alsobombed in late March/early April, although it is not clear if one or more £ Ve
bombing raids took place. Either one or two aeroplanes, recognized as Serbian MiGs, are buﬁﬂﬂ:
described as dropping bombs on the villages. The number of people given as killed ranges from 11 e,
to 18. There is also a refugee report from Djakovica/Gjakova municipality of Yugoslav planes  Vsdyifa
bombing a building in Bardonic/Bardhaniqused as a UCK hospital on 28 March when amother 4%
and child were killed in the bombing, and twochildren injured. Anather :'ntmrimm:r:r rcpurm;s that g, e
five days later Yugoslav planes also bombed thenearby village of Jablanica/Jabllanice, causing — Tur /L&

more people to leave the village. (For casualties causedby NATO bombing, see below.)  Zse.rua Poud -

Toallirganl mp
http:/fwww.osce. org/kosovo/reports/hir/part 1/chS. htm 12/ 9/99 1:52 PM




Kosovo/Kosova As Seen, As Told Page 9 of 12

Killing by Serbian forces of civilians with UCK connections

There was a pattern of ‘rarg::tix}g p-:_:npla who had or weie perceived to have UCK connections.
Whereas prior to 20 March this might have led to arrest (see Chapter 9, Arbitrary arrest and

detention), afier that date the intentions of the Yugoslav and Serbian forces were more likely to be
murderous.

On 27 March at about 08:00 hours a tank was seen shelling the house of one family (named in
reports) in Obilic/Obiliq town. Around 14:30 there were four Pinzgauers and a heavy machine gun
sited on top of a Russian-made vehicle in the area, while 30 to 40 mostly masked men were seen
Iappmaching the house. They were variously deseribed as men in green camouflage with police
Insignia, as paramilitaries and local Serbs in black uniforms, some of whom were masked.
Members of the family who were unable to flee were told to go back to the house, where shooting
suddenly began. Ten members of the family, including three women, were later found dead. The
familyreportedly had a son who was in the UCK and who had been visiting at the time,

Another incident where family members had connections with the UCK and were targeted by
Serbian forces happened in Veliki Kicic/Kqiqi i Madh (Kosovska Mitrovica/Mitrovice) on
approximately 28 March. Heavily ammed, masked police forces shot dead a man whose brother
was a UCK commander in Veliki Kicic. Police officers, whom a witness describes as speaking
Albanian withSerbian accents, took the man into the garden and shot him in the head numeraus

times with amachine gun. A witness stated that the police said their action was in retaliation for
an attack on their police station.

Killings by NATO

As noted in the introduction to this report, the methodalogical framework of this report does not
include addressing events that were beyond the reach of the OSCE-KVM's investigation and
reporting efforts. For the period from 20 March, when it was deployed in Albania and the former
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, the majority of the casualties in Yugoslavia of the NATO air
campaign were beyond the reach of the OSCE-KVM. The framework of this report nevertheless
meorporates an analysis of incidents where casualties were inflicted by NATO bombing in Kosovo
and where those incidents were subsequently recounted to the OSCE-KVM by refugees. Two
meidents on the same day in April where NATO bombed [DP convoys at Megja/Meje and
Bistrazin/Bistrazhin are covered in Part V, entry for Djakovica/Gjakova municipality, and in
Chapter 13, Human shields and other endangerment of non-combatants during military operations.

Grave sites and treatment of mortal remains

Although a fundamental concern regarding the burial of bodies in armed confliet is honour and
respect, principles in humanitarian law on the treatment of the dead are prompted mainly by the
right of families to know the fate of their relatives? Responsibilities include searching for and
recovering the dead, burying them honourably in individual graves, as well as marking, respecting
and maintaininggravesites * The FRY authorities did not always fulfil their responsibilities
towards the dead even before the OSCE-KVM evacuated, but after the escalation in summary and
arbitrary killings after 20March their practices became particularly dilatory. The full extent of
violations regarding treatment ofthose killed during the armed conflict in Kosovo will only be
made clear in the long term, when gravesare exhumed and forensic analysis is completed.
However, the procedures observed by the OSCE-KVM and as recounted by refugees whe fled to
Albania and the former Yugoslav Republic ofMacedonia already indicates that the FRY
authorities did not comply with their responsibilities.

The majority of Kosavo Albanians are Muslims whose religious practices require that the burial of
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the deceased be carried out within a day of death. In the FRY, flexibility in observing this custom
was always necessary when a violent death was suspected. According to FRY law, examination of
a corpse and autopsy is mandatory when there is suspicion or it is obvious that death was caused
by or related to the commission of a crime, and it was not always reasonable to expect this to
occur within 24 hours of a death.2

However, on some occasions, the Serbian authorities' negligence toward the dead adversely
affected any later investigation into the killings. Following the killings of 45 people in Racak
described above, bodies were left in the open, leaving them vulnerable to interference by animals.
Bodies were moved to several locations before forensic analysis®

Serbian authorities also failed to undertake appropriate procedures following other killings. In
Donje Korotica/Koretice ¢ Poshteme (Glogovac/Gllogoc), the relatives of a Kosovo Albanian man
shot dead by police on 12 February in disputed circumstances were immediately allowed to bring
the body back to their house, where OSCE-KVM viewed it (see Part V, entry for Glogovac
municipality). Although an autopsy was later conducted, the authorities had to be encouraged to
take action to investigate the shooting.

After the KVM evacuated, morgues appear to have been operational in some cities until at least
the end of March. Several interviewees were able to identify relatives who had been killed and
then taken to the relevant morgue; however it is not known whether autopsies had been performed
or investigations into the killings initiated For example, the bodies of at least seven men who
were killed in Srbica/Skenderaj on 20 March 1999 were later photographed and taken to the
Kosovska Mitrovica/Mitrovice morgue by men wearing white police uniforms (see Part V, entry
for Srbica municipality). Relatives later retrieved the bodies there and buried them in
Supkovac/Shupkofe, a suburb of Kosovska Mitrovica® None of the many interviewees who
reported that people were killed after 1 April 1999 reported that autopsies were performed or that
the bodies had been taken to the relevant morgue. Instead, bodies were left in the open or burted
by relatives or, in other unofficialinitiatives, collected and taken to an undisclosed location, or the
remains were destroyed or concealed. State of war legislation passed by the Yugoslav authorities
which broadened the circumstances under which law enforcement officers could employ firearms
cannot excuse law enforcement agencies from undertaking appropriate investigations when lethal
force was employed.

Disregard for the dead

An overwhelming number of interviewees who reported killings after the OSCE-KVM evacuated
described bodies lying in the open for days. Many Kosovo Albanians retumning to Kosovo, as well
as international orgamizations, found decomposing human remains lying where the victims had
been killed, not only in remote villages but also in cities and towns; some of the victims had been
dead for several months.

However, where possible, many Kosovo Albanian villagers or the UCK recovered bodies and
buried them themselves in local cemeteries or in other impromptu locations. Assisted by the fact
that their location was known, some of these gravesites or makeshift cemeteries were among
those which were exhumed by intemational investigators after international organizations returned
to Kosovo in June 1999, For example by 1 October ICTY investigators exhumed gravesites in
Gornja and Donja Sudimlja, where a total of 110 bodies of peaple from the IDP convoy described
ahove had been buried by local villagers (See Part V, entry for Vucitrn municipality). Others
buried their relatives intheir gardens or other locations in the vicinity. In some cases they did so
clandestinely, afraid either ofongoing military operations in the area or of being d::Iib:ratal:.:
prevented from doing so by the perpetrators or police. For example, after heavily ann:c} p:]h.i:ﬂ
forces shot dead the husband of one woman in Veliki Kicic/Kqiq 1 Madh (Kosovska Mitrovica) on
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approximately 28 March 1999, they did not allow her to bury the body for three days; on the
fourth day, after dark, she buried her husband in a shallow grave in the garden?

Failure to identify or mark gravesites. When Yugoslav authorities did recaver and bury bodies
themselves (frequently near or at the edge of the town cemeteries), the graves were not always
marked. In some places, including Vucitm, Pristina, Kosovo Polje and Suva Reka, interviewees
reported that workers from the local sanitation department collected and buried bodies 19 Often,
these graves were marked with simple wooden markers, sometimes containing only a date and the
initials "NN" (indicating the victim was unidentified). In many cases these markers were
vandalized or became dislodged, thus rendering more difficult any future identification. In some
cases, bodies were disposed of in mass graves, ignoring the responsibility to bury victims
individually. InNakarada/Nakarada (Kosovo Polje/Fushe Kosove), residents observed employees
of the local sanitation department bring bodies wrapped in plastic and bury them, typically four ar
five to a grave. At other times in Nakarada 20 to 40 bodies were thrown into one hole at the same
time. Bulldozers flattened the ground afterwards (see Part V, entry for Kosovo Polje
municipality).

Even when relatives had not fled or been expelled from Kosavo, the authorities made little if any
attempt to notify relatives about the dead or where they had been interred. In some cases, this
appears to have been deliberate: one grave site in Vidomiric/Vidomirig (Kosovska Mitrovica),
where 28 bodies had been exhumed by 1 October 1999, was located on a slope covered with
vegetation, impossible to be seen from any path running through the hillst!

Deliberate atiempts to conceal or destray evidence about the dead o
¥ . 3 .lg _“:""

Rather than identify and bury the dead, perpetrators of killings often attempted to destroy or o

conceal evidence of killings. Such practices lend credibility to interviewee's claims that the victims Feht

FioaE . - v & T
were civilians or other peaple protected under intemational humanitarian law who were unlawfully ,-,-as‘"“’"{

killed, It is difficult to comprehend why such violations of international standards would be so
deliberately committed were the victims of the killings legitimate targets who had died lawfully in
armed conflict.

Although house destruction was a widespread and deliberate phenomenon in itself, in some cases
circumstances suggest that houses were set on fire deliberately to disguise or destroy the bodies of
people who had been killed inside. For example, when the OSCE returned to Barane/Baran
{Pec/Peja municipality) at the end of June, the killing site of three residents was documented. The
position and condition of the remains suggested that the elderly victims had been surprised in their
bedroom by the offenders, and shot in their beds. They were then covered with doors and set on
fire, obviously using a highly flammable agent since all items in the room were entirely burnt and
only metal parts and small pieces of human bones were visiblelZ In Poklek/Poklek i Vjeter village
(Glogovac/Gllogoc municipality), a house containing the bodies of some 46 people was also set
on fire by the perpetrators.

Bodies of those killed were also disposed of in wells (one example being the case of Kotlina, cited

above).13 Although this may have been an attempt to conceal the evidence of the killings, it also .l
contaminates wells for residents who rely on them for their water supply. ; H,nt
1-‘"1

On other occasions, the corpses themselves were tampered with. Many interviewees report that
bodies of had been mutilated, for example by cutting off extremitiest4 In other cases, victims of
killings were put in different clothing (identifiable, for example, by discrepancies between holes in
clothing and bullet wounds.) Regardless of motivation, they make posthumous identification
difficult.
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Gravesites themselves were also tampered with. In one well-documented case, Serbian forces
removed bodies from a make-shift cemetery in Izbica/lzbice (Srbica) where local villagers had
buried approximately 150 victims, after the existence of the gravesite had been confirmed by
NATO and by a videotape of the burial process made public to international news sources. The
Serbian forces tock the bodies to an unknown location. Villagers, desperate for a place to mourn
the dead, replaced the grave markers over the now-empty graves (see Part V, entry for Srbica
municipality). In StaroCikatovo/Cikatove e Vieter (Glogovac), Serbian forces returned three days
after 24 men had been killed and removed the bodies from the gardens where relatives had buried
the bodies themselves. They used excavators to break down the walls of the family compounds in
order for the machinery to be able to access the graves.

As is the case for relatives of missing persons, the anguish of those whose loved ones were killed
15 exacerbated when they do not have a place to mourn the dead.

MNaotes

! Cases mentioned here are also featured, with citations, in the relevant entires in Paet W of this report,

1 There were also a lurge number of inexplicable killings not consistent with a geneml pattern, of both Serbs andozovo
Albanians, which may have been common criminal acts rather than connected to the secunity crsis. Thesalso
contributed to the general climate ol fear, and were often still attributed 1o one orother side to the confict. Ehould also
bie noted that vendetta type killings and family blood feuds have been prevalent in Kosovo fdmindreds of years.
Although blood feuds have declined over the years they do still play 2 part in Kosovo sociely,

I See 1977 Protocal [ to the 1949 Geneva Conventions, Article 32,

4 "Whenever circumstances permit, and particularly after an engagement, all possible measures shall be takenpithout
delay, to search for the dead, prevent their being despoiled, and decently dispose of them." (1977 GeneviProtacol 11,
Article 8). The respansibilities for treatment ol the dead are also articnlated in intermationahomanitarian law applicable
in situations of international armed conflict. See in particular 1949 Geneva Convention IV, Article 130, and 1977
Protocol [ 1o the Geneva Conventions, Articles 33 and 34.

SFRY Code of Criminal Procedure, Article 252, See also Articles 253-256, which regulate antopsies.

6 Sec the report of the EU Forensic Team on the Racak incident, 17 March 1992,

7 For example, A/Dd94; A/0810 (Kosovska Mitrovica); A/065 1 (Dinkovica); M/0153; M/0241; M/O368; M/109E; (a1l
Pristing).

B AMEI0.
9 ASD443,

10 Wany inlerviewees report seeing "Gypsies"Wachuper) removing, transporting, or burying corpses (see Chapter20,
Kosovo "Gypsies"Maxhupet) - Roma),

11 OSCE-MIK "Report on Vidorimic [sic] site”, 2 October 1999.
12 PE/OOOT99,
13 Other examples are in A/0599; A/1093; A/1124; M/0£22; M/DT5T.

14 In some cases, what appeared to be mutilation may have in fact been caused by the impact of projectiles or by
subsequent animal interference.
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PART Ill : The violation of human rights in Kosovo (Chapler 8)

Contents Preyvious Mesxt

TORTURE AND ILL - TREATMENT

Freedom from torture as an inalienable and non-derogable right

The right to freedom from torture and ill-treatment is safeguarded by numerous international
human rights treaties based on a well-established international consensus that such violations of
human dignityshall not be permitted under any circumstances! According to the Yugoslav
Federal Constitution (and in line with international standards) this right cannot be derogated even
during the state of war (although in the Constitution of Serbia, the effect of the absence of a list of
non-derogable rights is that every right can be derogated during times of war)2 The prohibition
on physical abuse is also laid outin the Yugoslav legislation on the use of force by law
enforcement officers? as well as by criminal lawand criminal procedure law. Yugoslav federal
criminal law explicitly prohibits the inflicting of physicdhjuries and harm by officiald and the
extraction of statements or confessions by forceS The decree on changes to criminal procedure
during the state of war® contains a wide range of extensive powers for the executive organs,
which are hardly in compliance with international human rights standards, yetven they do not
alter the strict prohibition of torture and ill-treatment

In an internal armed conflict, certain provisions of intemational humanitarian law also apply which
place binding obligations on all parties to the conflict to prevent and prohibit torture and
ill-treatment, Article 3 common to the four Geneva Conventions specifically prohibits torture,
eruel, humiliating anddegrading treatment and the taking of hostages. Protocol I additional to the
four Geneva Conventions, applicable in particular kinds of intemal armed conflicg reiterates

these prohibitions and adds rape and indecent assault to the list of prohibited "outrages upon
personal dignity", as well asproviding additional protection for civilians against the dangers
arising from military operations.

Nevertheless, the OSCE-KVM has received a disturbingly high number of reports from victims of
Serbian police abuse, which have been sufficiently documented by medical reports and first hand
eye-witness statements. At times the use of torture has even been admitted by the officers
themselves, who considered their actions justified by a kind of supra-constitutional necessity,
particularly followingthe start of the NATO air campaign.

Use of torture and ill-treatment by officials

In interviews victims of ill-treatment and torture related a wide variety of methods used by Serbian
police officers and others under their control. These included being beaten with batons, iron rods,
iron poles, axe handles, table legs, baseball bats, rifle butts, shovels, chains, and so on. Preferred
body areas for beatings seem to have been the kidneys, legs and soles of the feet, the head, hands
and palms of the victims. Many times it has been reported fo the OSCE-KVM that people were
tied to radiators in police stations when they were beaten up, Many victims were kicked, their
heads banged against the floor and walls, and knives used to cut their skin and even mutilate them
by cutting uqﬂth-::iraa:s and noses. On many occasions the ill-treatment had specific sexual

g sl fore il
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elements: people had to undress and were beaten on their gemtals. Rape and other forms of sexual

violence were frequentlyused as a form of torture against women (see Chapter 7, Rape and other
forms of sexual viclence),

Arﬁf:le | of the Convention against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment defines torture as any act which:

- Causes severe physical or mental suffering
- Is intentionally inflicted for a particular purpose

- Is inflicted by or with the acquiescence of an official, and is therefore attributable to
the state.2

"Cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment” is less clearly defined in international standardd® Jr
can be said to comprise comparable acts or omissions by state officials which also cause pain or
suffering butwhich differ from torture in their severity, intent or purpose. If there is a progression
of seriousness, with torture at the top and degrading treatment at the lower end of the scale, all
points on the scale are illegitimate and violate intemational law. It is often difficult, especially in
field conditions, clearly toqualify acts of state organs as torture or ill-treatment. By the same
token, it is hard to make this distinction if the reports are based on eve-witness statements alone.
In this section, therefore, examples are given which doubtless amount to ill-treatment, whereas
their qualification as torture remains a question of degree.

IHl-treatment was one of the most characteristic features of the conflict in Kosovo, and accounts
for the highest number of reports and witness statements received by the OSCE-KVM., The
majority ofreports refer to acts of violence in the context of the forced expulsion of hundreds of
thousands of Kosovo Albanians during the months of March to June 1999, Examples of torture
and tll-treatment can be found in every part of the section of recorded events in Kosova's
municipalities, as well as inmost other sections on specific patterns of human rights violations
(Freedom from Arbitrary Arrest, Right to Fair Trial, Sexual Violence, etc).

The cases selected for this section, should, therefore, be read as typical examples of circumstances
under which people in Kosovo were deliberately and individually targeted for violence amounting
to torture or cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment. It is most probably not possible with this
form of representation (o reflect the amount of suffering individuals have experienced, when they
helplesslyhad to wimess the cold-blooded killing or mutilation of their loved ones, the group-rape
of their children, the deliberate destruction of their family homes and their personal belongings,
and whenever they were confronted with the arrogant display of impunity of the offenders. The
amount of hatred and nustrust still so charactenstic of Kosovo is doubtless a legacy of the
violence suffered, and a reactionto the experience of defencelessness against the brutal methods
commonly and systematically used byforces of the state.

Contexts in which torture and ill-treatment were inflicted
Torture and ill-treatment in police stations and detention facilities

Citizens in Kasovo, but in particular Kosovo Albanians, came to expect to be subjected to
violence and ill-treatment in one form or another whenever they were under immediate pohce
authority, whether during “informative talks", during or before interrogation or in detention. The
OSCE-KVM received many complaints concerning torture and ill-treatment from the very
beginning of itsdeployment in the field. Many of these allegations were confirmed by rnm_:lical
reports or first-hand evidence. Extensive photographic material exists on wounds and bruises

inflicted while in policecustody.
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Viulegce, it appears, was an essential element of the treatment of persons under arrest or in
detention and was applied as a general means of emphasising the authority of the police aver the
detained individuals. It was also used to extort certain actions, such as the "confession" of criminal
a{:tivi‘tins, the signing of certain self-incriminatory documents, the naming of other suspects, ar a
promise to co-operate in the future. Systematic ill-treatment and torture was, it seems, especially
applied during interrogations of the state security and special anti-terrorist units 11 Systematic
beatings could last up to several hours and be repeated on a daily basis.

The OSCE-KVM took a statement in Albania from two Kosovo Albanian refugees, the mother
and wife of a man arrested in Suva Reka/Suhareke in July 1998 (i.e, before the OSCE-KVM's
establishment and deployment into Kosovo), concerning his treatment while held by police in
Prizren/Prizren and then at Lipljan/Lipjan prison. His mother recounted:

(Serbian police) were treating him very well. [However, I] could see through the bars
[that] my son’s face was very dark and swollen and both his hands had sears on them.
Furthermore, all he was wearing was his underwear. Three weeks later I returned to
visit my son at the jail in Prizren. This time his scars appeared much worse . He had
dry bloed on his body and he was throwing up blood during the visit. I looked at his
hands and feet. I noticed that all of his finger and toe nails were missing. A few
weeks later he was transferred to Lipjan Prison. When I went to see him at Lipjan the
police there let me talk to him alone. He told me that he had suffered a lot during his
imprisonment.

The first time [ went to see him he lied to me He said that he was OK and his friends ﬂCl ﬂ .

This detainee was released in March 1999, His wife recounted:

He was very weak and had a great deal of difficulty walking, I noticed that one of his ‘,Lf}")"’ 4
fingers had a piece missing and he was having other problems, such as pain in his "‘“F'{""‘a
stomach and feet. My husband told me what happen to him while he was in jail. He

said that the first few days after his arrest they would beat him all over his body two

to three times a day. Most of the beatings were on his head, back and legs. They

believed thathe was a [UCK] member, or at least a sympathizer. ... One day they

took him from hiscell and to [another] room where they lad him on the floor and

attached cables to his feet and hands. They applied electricity to the cables and

administered electrical shockto him. He said that he screamed so loud that people

could hear him next door. Also, there were times when the police would remove him

from his cell for a short period andupon his retumn there would be other police

officers waiting for him with clubs. Theywould beat him about his body, Another

time, he was taken from his cell to a differentroom and the Serbian police stuck long

needles under his fingers and toenails. After hewas removed to Lipjan prison they

tried to get him to confess that he had knowledge of [UCK) positions. They tortured

him by puncturing the surface of his skin with a knife He has scars on his chest and

shoulders 12

Systematic and repeated ill-treatment became even more prevalent after the OSCE-KVM's
withdrawal and the start of the NATO air campaign, with the police's powers having been
extended significantly by to state of war legislation, and the OSCE-KVM no longer present to
monitor close at hand and attempt to intervene; prior to the ¢évacuation on 20 March, it was a
common occurrence for a victim of alleged torture or ill-treatment to complain at the nearest

OSCE-KVM office.

[The interviewee] was brought to the Police Station No. 92 [in Pristina], to an
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isolation cell filled with water. Then he was sent to the Pristina District Court, where
he was threatened with a knife, and beaten by police officers, as he was supposed to
give a confession in front of four judges. In the courtroom, police officers in civilian
clothes placed electrical wires on his body. When the electricity was added, he
jumped high upfrom his chair. The torture lasted for five hours, during which he lost
consciousness sixtimes. [Every time he fainted] police officers threw water on him
[to wake him up]. Then he was again sent to an isolation cell filled with water for one
night. He was again taken to the District Court and beaten with a baseball bat, after
which they sent him to Lipljan prisonl2

[Another interviewee] told of constant beatings and torture in the Lipljan Prison. The
guards and interrogators used all kinds of material to beat up the prisoners. The Serb
prisoners and personnel in the prison were also forced to beat up the Kosovo
Albanian inmates. [The interviewee's] brother's arm was broken and still he was
continuously beaten until he lost his memory. [The interviewee) himself lost

consciousness and was full of bruises all over his bodyl4

On 3 May [1959] they sent us to the [interrogation] officers [in Pristina] for
questioning about UCK activities. They made us take off our clothes and lie down
They beat us with wooden clubs, on every part of the body, back and head. They also
put our penises on the table and beat them .. They beat us until they were tired
(about two hours). Again they placed us together in a corridor. We had to carry
some people who could not move. For 17 days 1 had blood in my urine and also [spat
blood]. Then we were put on to buses. We were beaten when we got on the bus and

were sent to Lipljanl3

In June 1999, after intemational agencies again had access to Kosovo, rumours spread about
alleged torture chambers used by the Serbian police. In particular, a room in the basement of the
Pristina mainpolice station was believed to be a torture chamber, since several torture
instruments, including anelectric chair, had been found there. Also, in Pec/Peja police station, a
rotating chair was found which some observers considered to have been used as a torture
instrument. These allegations, althoughprima facie plausible, have so far not been corroborated
with consistent witness statements or with forensic evidence. The data of the OSCE-KVM points
to the torture that occurred in police custody generally having involved extended beatings and
other physiclogical ordeals, and not accompanied bythe use of sophisticated torture instruments.
Reports of such instruments rernain isolated and needfurther substantiation.

During the Yugoslav/Serbian offensive in Kosovo, and while hundreds of thousands of Kosovo
Albanians were on the run from their homes, various buildings were used as improvised detention
facilities, as is also documented in Chapter 9 Arbitrary arrest and detention, Torture and
ill-treatrnent seem to have been very common under such circumstances:

At the end of April, [an interviewee] went from Lukare (Pristina) to Pristina. On the
way, [the interviewee] was stopped by police. Seventy-five young Kosovo Albanian
men were separated from the convoy and forced to get into a private house next o
the main road. Out of the 75, [the interviewes] was the only one who was kept in the
basement, all the other men were sent somewhere else. [He] was beaten up in the
basement by two police officers. They beat him with an iron pale, and their fists. He
was beaten on his genitals several times and broke some of his ribs [X-ray available]

B /

ik .
[Another interviewee] stated that he and his brother were arrested and taken to the Wi ®
Park Hotel in Orahovac by Police and Arkan’s paramilitaries. [The interviewee] was
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heid there with his brother and three other men. The witness saw his brother being W}

Fﬂnumd to death by these Serbs over a period of a couple of hours. They cut designs
mto the skin of his brother before killing him. Then the Serbs beat the witness [to T"ﬁ%

extort money] 7
Torture and ill-treatment in private homes during police searches

Palice stations and detention facilities were known to be locations of frequent violence against

individuals. But many Kosovo Albanians, especially those residing in areas close to

UCK-controlled territory or which were known to he sympathetic to the UCK, also came to

expect violence when they were visited in their homes by Serbian police. House searches were {/o-m
frequently carried out in violation of the right to privacy and all procedural safeguards. Beatings, Jgue 7
threats and insults were common during Serbian operations such as the search for individuals

based on a court summons (as witnesses in a trial, for instance), weapons searches or searches for

wanted members of criminalgangs alleged to be hiding in certain locations

The following case was reported in detail by the OSCE-KVM Co-ordination Centre in Decani,
under the Pec Regional Centre.

On 30 January, about 30 police officers armed with machine-guns came to a house in

Slup (Decani) in two Lada Niva jeeps and one armoured truck 18 Their commander
was wearing a black uniform and had a mask over his face. He stayed in his jeep
while his men conducted the house search. They stated that they were looking for a
specific Albanian villager and weapons. The wanted man and several other men were
placed in one room, the women and the children in another. The men had to let their
trousers down. % Different policemen came into the room and the men were kicked
and beaten all over their bodies with a belt. They were also threatened with weapons
and told that they should be killed or sent in uniform to the front. The men were
terrified. The abuse continued for about one hour. At the same time, three women
and five children werebeing held in another room. After a while, the policemen
arranged it so that two policemen were alone with one woman. They then threatened
her with a knife and witha long metal stick. They told her that she was going to be
killed if she did not answertheir questions. One of the policemen approached her and
put his hands on her breasts. He asked her if she was a woman or a girl. She was too
terrified to answer. Then the policemen suddenly left, but on their way out, one of
them took a portable radio from the house.

In this case the OSCE-KVM discussed with the victims about what they themselves
could do and what the OSCE-KVM could do and considered the risks involved,
They came to the conclusion that they should go to the local police in Decani and
make a complaint. The OSCE-KVM arranged the meeting and the group met with
the police commander, who was the Deputy Chief of Police, on 2 February. The
complainants were very nervous but the Deputy Chief of Police calmed them and
acted in a very friendly fashion. He took all necessary notes, he looked at the injuries
and at the belt that had been used. He became very upset when he was told about the
radio that had been stolen and said that that was the worst of it all. He apologized to
the complainants and assured them that something like this would not happen again
and that he would find and punish the policemen who behaved incorrectly. On 3
February, OSCE-KVM met again with the police commander, who assured them that
the policeman who had taken the radio had been identified and punished with a
reduced salary. The policemanalso had to get a new radio, give it to the family and
apologise, which happened on 3 February. However, the second visit alf:n had Ehc
effect that the family once more hadto have about 15 policemen on their premises,
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which they again felt to be verythreatening 19
The following two incidents are from the period after the OSCE-KVM's evacuation.

On 21 May, a Special Police unit surrounded [the interviewee's] neighbourhood in
Bandulic (Lipljan). They went from house to house. At [the interviewee's] house they
ordered out the entire family [and lined them up outside]. The women were forced to
face the men. [The interviewee] and his father were taken a bit further and were
beaten until they lost consciousness. [Later] they were sent 1o their house, where [the
interviewee] was threatened to be killed. The person who gave those arders was [a
local police commander]. The police told them that if they do not leave by the next
morning they would be killed [The interviewee] and his family took the train ta
Blace 20

On 23 May [an interviewee] was in his house in Pristina with his family when five or
six [armed men] arrived. They were dressed in green camouflage, flak jackets, no
head gear, neat short hair, automatic weapons and knives on belts. The witness
identified Special Anti-Tervorist Unit insignia. These men started to smash up the
house, doors, windows etc. They took [the interviewee] to another hause [he owns|
in Pristina. Whenhe got there they placed a bucket on his head and then proceeded
to kick him in the stomach and the ribs. After this they demanded money and
weapons while threateningto kill him if he did not [hand them over], but he did not
give any money as he had none. After this they took him outside and searched him.
When this was finished they held alighter to his face and burnt his moustache and
mouth area. After this they proceeded to beat him with butts of rifles [witness
showed cut over his eye]. Then they said if theyfound him there again they would

kill him, and lefi. On the next day, [the interviewee]left by train to Blace2!
Torture and ill-treatment in hospitals

In terms of violation of human rights standards and medical ethics, hospitals were not the zones of
protection which they should have represented during the conflict, but in some instances were
used as theatres of torture. Serbian police in particular appear to have considered hospitals a
convenient place for ill-treatment and harassment of individuals, especially if they had been
wounded in armed confrontations with the Serbian forces 22 Wounded UCK members hardly ever
chose to surrender themselves into the care of Serbian state hospitals and often preferred the
uncertainties of makeshiftUCK field clinics, rather than being subjected to brutal investigation
methods m Serbian state hospitals. Hospitals were guarded by Serbian security forces, regularly
police, around the elock. On several occasions, access by OSCE-KVM members to patients in
hospitals was bluntly denied,whenever the patients were under investigation and a criminal
proceeding had been instituted againstthern. It happened that the competent Investigating Judge
would either falsely assert that the CriminalProcedure Code prevented him from giving his
permission to either lawyers or OSCE-KVM members to visit patients under investigation, or
would refer back to the local police command, whowould regularly refer back to the comipetent =
Investigating Judge. Nevertheless, ill-treatment of patientswas a relatively isolated occurrence, | g ni7 2
since it attracted considerable attention from the OSCE-KVM, and could therefore be curbed, P

although never eradicated 22

.:u’"f':1

Torture and (ll-treatment during forced expulsions

The experience of being forced out of one’s home at gunpoint is itself traumatic. Serbian iiclr:::s,
including notoriously brutal paramilitary units, tended to use violence as part of the coercive o
efforts to make ndividuals, families and communities leave their homes. In many cases, the victim
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of ill-treatment and torture died from their injuries, or were summarily and arbitrarily killed after
having first been made to suffer.

The forced expulsion of people from the village of Lesane/Leshane (Suva Reka), is illustrative of
the way in which violence was employed. One interviewee described to the OSCE-KVYM how, on
28 March 1999, at around 13:00, Serb forces amived in the village, after burning the nearby
village of Trje. They began shooting into the air, shouting: "You wanted NATO to attack us! Do
you know what NATO did in Serbia? Now we are going to kill all of you!" The interviewee was
with other villagers at the school building, where people had gathered because Serbs were burning
houses and shooting into homes. Then Serbs entered the school area and ordered men 1o one side,
women and children to other. Those who did not comply or walk fast enough were beaten with
gun butts. The men were ordered to make the three-finger Serb salute and shout "Serbia! Serbial®
Then the men were lined up against a wall and the Serbs began taking aim at them, in a mock
execution. The women began crying and shouting out for their husbands and sons. Then a Serb
who appeared to be a policeman ordered the women and children to leave immediately for Prizren.
The men were then ordered to sit down. A large police vehicle approached with a machine-gun
mounted on top. The mounted gun was rotated towards the sitting mea. Then one man (named in
the interview) was picked out and assaulted (kicked, punched, hit with a gun butt). The
interviewee says they were taking thisman to be killed when another police officer said that it was
not necessary, he had been beaten enough 2%

Groups of IDPs were an easy target for members of Serbian forces, whether they were travelling
on Kasovo's roads towards & presumably safer place or towards the border with the former
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia or Albania, or sheltering on remote hillsides or in forest areas in
central Kosovo. Police officers, reservists and members of paramilitary units would detain and
Ul-treat Kosovo Albanian [DPs, often with the aim of extorting money from them, The
OSCE-KVM has received numerous reports where some of the groups were singled out (most
often young men or children) and threatened with death if a certain sum of money and amount of
jewellery were not handed over. Sometimes the "hostages” were beaten and threatened at
gunpoint, often enough they were actually killed, which made such threats credible.

Access to medical assistance

Access to medical care is an important element of redress for victims of torture and ill-treatment.
In addition to prolonging the victim's suffering, the denial of such assistance reinforces impunity as
it almost guarantees that no eriminal investigations or other judicial proceedings with view to
compensation will ever go ahead. The responsibility of medical personnel in this respect cannot be
underestimated. Under mternational human rights standards, it is a contravention of medical ethics
for health personnel to engage in acts which constitute participation in or complicity in torture or
ill-treatment or to participate in the certification of the fitness of detainees for any treatment or
punishment that may contravene international standards23

Some of us were then brought to Lipljan prison, where we were registered. At the
entrance 20 guards were lined up. Everybody had to pass them and was beaten up.
Some Kosovo Albanian men fainted because they had been so badly injured in the
police station. Over the next three days everybody was beaten up. After three weeks
the guards invited the Serb prisoners and the cooks to beat them up, The request for
a doctor was refused, with the retort, "Terrorists don't need doctors”. [Some days
later] enly one doctor eventually appeared but he didn't want to know about the

injuries ofthe detainees. He only measured blood pressure28

Accountability, redress and compensation vs. impunity
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Under international law victims of torture and ill-treatment have an enforeeable right to
reparation, including compensation. Redress for victims should also include measures to bring the
perpetrator ta justice, as well as the enforcement of safeguards to prevent the recurrence of
torture or ill-treatment. These safeguards include maintaining stricter judicial controls over
detention procedures and ensuring lawyers and doctors have prompt access to detainees.

During the OSCE-KVM's presence in Kosova, reports of ill-treatment and torture were frequently
the subject of consultations with Serbian authorities, regular local police commanders, and
members of the judiciary, such as presidents of district courts and public prosecutors. Generally,
the OSCE-KVM was given assurances that all cases of torture and ill-treatment would be
followed up and have the legally prescribed disciplinary and judicial consequences for the
individual officerresponsible. Such action on behalf of the competent state organs would,
however, only be possible ifconcrete allegations were made including the name of the officer and
the time and location of the alleged offence., When the OSCE-KVM confronted the Chief
Prosecutor of Pec and the President of the District Court of Pec with the question as to whether
allegations of torture and ill-treatment bypolice would be actively investipated and prosecuted,
the Prosecutor affirmed this, but said that he had never heard of such a case 27 Conerete action
was rendered difficult for several reasons: first, Kosovo Albanians, or other citizens for that
matter, who had become victims of torture or ill-treatment by the police, did not trust the state
institutions to protect their rights and interests in pursuing legal redress and eventually receiving
compensation. Second, in most cases, the identity ofthe offenders was unknown to the victims,
and the co-operation of regular police officers in anattempt to identify potential offenders was
practically non-existent. And thirdly, even if the individualmost often with the active support of
the local OSCE-KVM office, reacted swiftly and courageouslyand filed a complaint with the local
police commander, the consequences for the officer who hadabused the complainant were
insufficient to dissuade him from repeating the crime. (In Part V severalsuch cases are reported.)

The near-total absence of a response by the judicial authorities to these allegations only served to
foster a sense of impunity within the police system, encouraging the continuation and escalation of
such human rights violations28

MNotes

| For a more defailed analysis see: OSCE'ODIHR, "Preventing Torture, A Handbook for OSCE Field Staff", Warsaw
1999,

2 Human Rights in Yugoslavia, Belgrade Centre for Human Rights, 1999,

3 In the Kosovo context, the relevant texts are the Intemal Affairs Act of Serbia, the Act on Execution of PenaSanctions
of Serbia, and the Rules on the Conditions for and the Manner of the Use of Force. International humasights standards,
including the UN Basic Principles on the Use of Force and Firearms for Law EnforcemeniOfficials, also place clear
restrictions the use of force againgt detainces. Foree miny be used only when strclpecessary, and to the minimim extent
required in the ciroumstances.

4 Article 191 of the KZSRJ reads: " An official who in the exercise of official duties abuses another person, inflicting
serious physical or mental sufTering, harszes, insults or genemlly trests that person {n a manner which adverselpffects
that person's human dignity, shall be punished by mmprisonment. "

5 Article 190 KZ SR on the use of forcibly extracted confessions and statements.

6 Yugoslav Federl Government's Decree on the Application of the Criminal Procedure during the state of war, SI1List
21/99.

7 This is in ling with the UN Convenlion against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Trestment or .
Punishment { Torture Convention), adopted by the N General Assembly in 1984. Article 2 of the Torwrd onvention
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imtes Lhal "No exceptional circumstances whatsoever, whether a state of war or a threat of warjintemal political
instability or any other public emergency, may be invoked as a justification of torture”,

® Protocol I is applicable to conflicts between a state's armed forces and “other organized armed groups whichunder
responsihie command, exercise such conirol over part of its territory as (o enable them o caumy ont sustidnedind
concerled military operations and (o implement this Protocol” (Article 1(1)).

¥ Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, Article 1; "1, Foghe
purposes of this Convention, the term "forture” means any act by which severe pain or suffering, whethephysical or
mental, {5 intentionally inflicted on a person for such purposes as obtaining from him or a third persodnformation or 1
confession, punishing him for an act ke or a third person has commitied or is sugpected or havingommitied, or
intimidating or coerving him or a third person, or {or any reason based on discrimination of any kindyhen such pain or
suffering is inflicted by or at the instigation of or with the consent or acquicscence of & publiofficial or other person
aoting in an official capacity. Tl does not include pain or suiTering arising only fromipherent in or incidental o lawiul
actions.”

I¥ However, several internationsl instruments set detailed standards for the treatment of detainess. See, e.p., thdody of
Principles for the Protection of All Persons under Any Form of Detention or Imprisorment (Body oPrinciples), adopled
by the UN General Assembly in 1988, and the Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment oPrisoners, adopied in 19535
by the UN Congress on the Prevention of Crime and Treatment of Offenders.

L On 8 March, the Chiel of police of Suva Reka explained that the local police were not involved in allegedeatings and
lorture by siriking legs and soles of the feet of detainess with rubber batons to extort statements. Hadded thal a Special
Security Force mvestigates people in such a manner whenever it suspects tervorist activity These units, he farther
explained, were out of his command and were placed higher up in the chain of commandRC 1 CC3 Mesting report

12 440929 includes the statemenis by both the mother and wife. Al the Uime when this interview was given the muwas
believed to be still in Kosove. No corroborating medical evidence was available.

13 M!1413, u similar statement is contamed m M/0670, but there the forture was described s having taken place i
schaol in Pristina.

14 MI1389.
LI MI777.
16 MI1617.
17 AJOT64.

I8 PEADF/014/99,

I¥ Following another incident involving this policeman, OSCE was informed that he would be transferred, and, aflethe
conclusion of the investigation, he would be fred. PEQ3/036/99,

20 MS1318,

21 MY1257.

21 host of these allegations were received by human rights lawyers, whose defendants in terrorsm wials werdll-reated
while in hospital. The OSCE-KVM was regularly prevented from independently verifying suchillegations, which was
penerally read as an indication that the accusations were well-founded,

23 In this eontext, OSCE-EVM hosted a seminar on 11 March organized by Physicians for Human Rights for loeal
Albanian medical staff in Pec, where issues like these were addressed. Serb medical personnel were contacted aswell
and co-operation agreed, but the realization of a joint seminar of the medical communily in Pec was renderedmpossible
by the events following OSCE withdmwal.

24 AJ0673, Bvents at Lesane are corrobarated by a number of interviewees, and are covered farther in the entry fofSuva
Reka municipality.

25 Principle 1 of the Principles of Medical Ethics relevant to the Role of Health Personnel, particularly Physicians, ishe
Proiection of Prisoners and Defainees against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment arPunishment
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(Principles of Medical Ethies).
26 MM391.
27 Meeting on 17 March between OSCE-KVM and Pec Chief Prosecutor and District Court President

28 This practice was in clear violation of the Convention Against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment, which in its Article 12 states that "Each State Party shall ensure that its competentuthorities
proceed 1o & prompt and impartial investigation, wherever there is reasonable ground to believe that amct of wriure has
been committed in any termtory under its jurisdiction.” This chligation is defined in Article 13'Each State Party shall
ensure that any individual who alleges he has been subjected to torture in any territorpnder its jurisdiction has the right
to complain (o, and to have his case promptly and impartially examined by itcompetent authorities. Steps shall be taken
to ensure that the complainant and witnesses are protected agninst allill-treatment or intimidation as a consequence of his
complaint or gny evidence given."

Cantania Erevious Maxt
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PART Il : The violation of human rights in Kesovo (Chapter 7)

RAPE AND OTHER FORMS OF SEXUAL VIOLENCE
UM”d 10370 olas ool Dy lpients b 28 pentieal Iggu’r

Busr Geusth Ko v

Incidents of rape and sexual violence oceurring in the period before the OSCE-KVM's oyt SEHHAS

departure from Kosovo » poars piaary @
3 Wl h?;-fu:;. L S T

Rapes by officers of state authorities and paramilitaries were occurring even before the dramatic  Ya=wwt’
escalation of the conflict in March 1999, Very little has been documented on this subject, | Bz
however. When the OSCE-KVM human rights officers in the former Yugoslav Republicof - Ti'ii-fﬂ

Macedonia took statements about violations that had occurred after the evacuation of the };mmq-.;;

Contents Previous Mext

OSCE-KVM from Kosovo, they would also come across acts of sexual violence that had been 4
+ P H } ' . . ¥ i L gt 5'.-
commutted earlier. It is difficult tojudge how widespread rape was in the earlier period, but the Tuh?
examples given below may give somendication of how it was used, (This chapter should be read Zitplz
in conjunction with Chapter 6, Torture and ill-treatment.) mn;v i3
| iy FRUy 0

Rape following abduction from public places. Young women were vulnerable to attack in any A=+~
setting in their everyday lives. One 21-year-old Kosovo Albanian woman described how she and a
female relative were subjected to a six-hour ordeal of abduction and rape by Serbian police in
mid-February 1999, after being arbitrarily detained as they were on their way to attend a wedding:

At 18:00, as we were having some food in the bus station while waiting for thebus | &7
.+, five [police officers] arrived. They were around 25-30 [years old], except one
wha was 50, was bald and had some insignia of rank on his arm. They asked what we
had in our suitcase. "You have bombs," they said. They searched the suitcase, [and
said] "You have to come with us to the police station."” .. | showed them my ID.
"Your familyname is [name omitted], you're certainly in the UCK", They took my
suitcase and asked us to enter the car. We said we wanted to go on foot to the police
station. They caught us by the arm and we were pushed into the police car... The

old [police officer asked whether] we wanted to follow them to a hotel. [ said it was
not our tradition, [ pretended to be married. | knew something dangerous was going
to happen to us. He said, "Just be good girls. Even if you do not want to do it, you
will." The [police] driver, who was the youngest of the group, said to the other to let
us go. The old [police officer] said they would not because "our people were killed
by the UCK today". We drove for three hours outside Prizren.

We arrived in an open field near an Orthodox church and a lake. It was still snowy
and cold. We had to empty our pockets and my 1D was torn. They took our clothes
off and each of them raped us. We were raped more than once by each of them. After
we were raped we had to enter the lake. The water went up to our chests. It was
freezing. They also put our heads under the water for a while. They raped us again.
They took my head and [forced me to perform] oral sex, while I was threatened with
a stick. They made jokes on us, Then they played with the barrel of their rifle on our
breasts. I told them that I would inform the police and they answered that if T did
they would kill all themembers of my family and bum our house. Some of them
understood Albanian, because they could understand when we insulted them. [ spat
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on themn and they beat me. They left at midnight2

Collecting information on sexual violence: the approach taken by the OSCE-KVM!

While victims of other kinds of human rights violations may be eager to tell the world what they
have suffered, this is often not the case with victims of sexual violence. It is important to bear in
mind that if, for instance, a woman is a survivor of sexual violence, she could face negative
social responses. She should not be victimized a second time by being made an outcast in her
own society. The OSCE-KVM was concemed to avoiding re-traumatizing survivors of sexual
violence, and also to avoid, having taking statements from them, leaving them alone with their
traumas afterwards. Although recounting the experience to another person can sometimes help
a survivor of sexual violence, the traumas can often returm more strongly after a time. The
OSCE-KVM therefore strove to take a more holistic approach. By working in close
collaboration with local women's NGOs from Kosovo and the former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia, it was able to find support for the women identified by the OSCE-KVM, and also
to see that those who wanted to share their experience knew where to turn. This work was
developed particularly in Cegrane Camp, where two "women's tents" had been installed by the
Swedish NGO, KiK (see also the text box in Chapter 16, Women),

Breaking the silence

Traditionally in Kosovo Albanian society sexual violence is a topic that is met with a compact

of silence. The stigma of rape is so deep that it is often stated that a "good" woman would

rather kill herself than continue to live after having been raped. A woman who admits having

been raped can be rejected or expelled by her husband, her family or her husband's family. A

survey undertaken im April 1999 by the OSCE-KVM among the local NGOs showed that these | 7./ ersg,,

also experienced extreme difficulties when trying to collect information on such crimes; sorme 13
stated that they had given up even trying to gather information. It was also suggested that it 42 addey )
might be easicr forrepresentatives of an international organization, as "outsiders", to gain the .

confidence of victims ofsexual violence, since they would give them a greater sense of
confidentiality.

The OSCE-KVM was able to collect information on crimes of sexual violence from witnesses
and from victims themselves. However, experience of other similar situations shows that it
takes time before women are prepared to talk about their experiences. This was also the
experience of the OSCE-KVM; while taking statements from the refugees, the officers would
come across those who had been the victims of sexual viclence that had occurred several
months previcusly. Itis therefore important not to see the information below as in any way
exhaustive; there is still muchwork on documenting sexual vialence which remains to be done,

Having developed the approach mentioned above the OSCE-KVM was able to collect more 7. Pk b

’ p X/
information than had been expected. In none of the statements that were taken concerning P
sexual violence was any kind of condemnation articulated, and when family members were o,

reporting the crime against relatives they stood fully behind them. The OSCE-KVM officers /' 7 "ﬁ'?j

thus received several signals that the aftitude towards these kinds of crimes 18 in fact changing.
Generally, the OSCE-KVM officers received the support of the men in trying to make the
women feel secure enough to talk. They would leave the room or the tent and let the
OSCE-KVM officers talk to the women in private, and often they would encourage the women
to tell the whole story with all details.

Rape in women's own homes. Women were not safe in their own homes, as shown by the
following example, also from mid-February 1999, of a woman who was raped by one police
officer and three civilians in her home while her husband was at work. The woman was
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four-and-a-haif months pregnant at the time.

About 21:30 I heard a knock at the door and | asked who it was. There was no
answer but there was a knock at the window. [ opened. There were three men in
civilian clothes and one armed [police officer]. I screamed. They said they were
locking for someone. [ told them that | would call my husband to ask about who they
were |ooking for. The policeman grabbed my hand and said in the Serbian language
"We don't need your husband." Immediately the three civilians pushed me by force
back into the apartment, Two civilians pushed me inside a room, one went into my
children'sroom and the policeman stayed outside guarding the house. The two
civilians ripped offmy clothes. I begged them not to rape me, all four of them. They
forced me to have oral sex, When [ tried to refuse they beat me. They raped me in
different ways. When theyhad finished they invited the other two in. Before the two
others entered I took a wooden stick and tried to defend myself, but | was too weak.
[ tried to break the windows to get outside. But they stopped me and tied my hands
on the back and put something in my mouth to stop me from shouting... They
pushed me down, one sat on my legs and the other on my chest. 1 tried to refuse, but
they gave me something todrink [and] | don't know any more what happened to me
| know only at one moment I had a terrible pain in my stomach and felt something
metal inside my stomach. 1 don'tknow what exactly.

... I don't know what time they left, I only know that at some point my children were
crying on my body but I couldn't move. When my husband came home [the next
morning, at 08:30] I told him what had happened ... The same day he fetched my
mother ... We went to the doctor [because] I was bleeding. After the examination he
proposed an abortion because the baby was completely destroyed. After two days 1

had an abartion3

Gang rape by paramilitaries. The following case of gang rape that took place in November 1998
follows the same pattern as was frequent during the period March-June 1999. A mother described

how her 13-year-old daughter was raped by five paramilitaries. ] ﬂr
= 5

On 16 November police and VJ surrounded us in the village and immediately divided =f

men from women. The women were sent to the village school. The VJ and police G
were kissing and hugging us and they would abuse us verbally saying things like

"Now you will see how Serbs fuck”, and "From now on you will have Serb babies in

your stomachs”, At 18:00 paramilitaries, I think they were White Eagles, armived.

They chose the 20 most beautiful young women [including the interviewee's

13-year-old daughter; the others were aged from 17 to 38] and took them to a

location about 20 metres away from us. From 18:00 to 23:00 they were kept. We

heard how the girls screamed and shouted.

The [women) were left in the mountains and we went to pick up our [women]. At
23:00 hours the paramilitaries left and we went over to pick up the women [they had
been scattered in different directions]. I found my daughter bleeding and traumatized,
she could not speak until the day after. I found a needle sticking in her arm, which
was bruised. All 20 women were in the same state.

This interviewee recounted that one of the women who had been raped had told her afterwards
what the paramilitaries had done to them, as follows: "When we were sent to the mountains they
first kissed and hugged us, then took off our clothes by force. Four or five men raped every
[woman]. They didnet give drugs first, but after the second person that raped us, After they

drugged us, we weren't aware of anything any more."%
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Incidents after 20 March

In the statements that the OSCE-KVM human rights officers collected in the former Yu goslay
Republic of Macedonia and Albania there are many reports by eyewitnesses to, and also by a
number of victims of, rape and other forms of sexual violence. It is, however, still tao early to
draw any firmconclusions as to how widespread this was, and how many women were victims of
rape and other kind of sexual violence. Further investigations will be needed as the time passes
and women become prepared to talk about what happened to them.

Situations where women were raped

It is fair to say that Kosovo Albanian women were at risk of being raped in almost all situations Ao, aw=’
and locations in Kosovo during the conflict. It did not matter whether they were by themselves or

if they still had their men with them. Many women described how they would try to make

themselves as unattractive as possible. Sometimes their own family would not recognize them as

they arrived in therefugee camps because they were so dirty and untidy. One 15-year-old girl ;lf'z:
described how she and two friends dressed up as old women as they were going to a nearby 'r ™
village to get some food. They put on old women's dresses and scarves on their heads. In this

case, however, the ruse failed. The interviewee reported: "As we were heading home, a jeep

stopped us with paramilitaries. They tried totake me but I gave them some gold and they let me

g0. One of my friends did not have any gold ormoney to give them so they took her with them

into a nearby house. We could hear her scream andcry but then the paramilitaries toid us to leave

or they would kill us. After some time my friend cameto my house and she told me she had been

raped by two men. Her body was full of bruises, also onher neck and she was bleeding from the

groin. She told us that they had done what they wanted to her and then they had released her We
wanted to take her to a doctor but there was no doctor around. We couldn't help her '3

The following statement from a Kosovo Albanian woman illustrates how ever-present the threat i, ~e
of being raped was: "On 24 March four policemen entered our house in Pristina, They shot around
them, killing one person, and then they set the house on fire. They forced us to enter another
house and there they took a group of women and girls to the second floor, among them were my
two daughters and three daughters-in-law, Upstairs the women were then raped by the police and
I could hear them scream, Afterwards we were orderad outside and a lot of shooting began. In the
confusion I lost my daughter but 1 still had her two children. I hid in a house for two days, but
then the owner got scared and told me I had to leave. So | went to the railway station.” This
interviewee also reported that there had been many rapes at Pristina station, and that as the train
she was on neared the border at Djeneral Jankovic/Hani i Elezit, young women were separated
and taken away.® Another 28-year-old women told how she and her friends were stopped by five
police officers on a street in Pristina. Thewomen were made to enter a house by the police and

there the 28-year-old woman was forced to perform oral sex.”

Rape during attacks on villages. One of the situations where women would be at preat risk of 2 s, 4
being raped was when Serb forces attacked the villages. A commaon scenanio was as follows: the
village would be surrounded by Serb forces, who would gather the villagers together. Men would

be separated from women and the women would be gathered in a house. From the house "young

and beautiful” women would be taken and retumed after some time. A typical case is described 4.~
below. From the statements of refugees this pattern was repeated in villages all over Kosovo. ”
ot TEYT R

!

As the inhabitants of a village outside Gnjilane/Gjilan were hiding in the mountains nearby in
mid-April, they were surrounded by a group of paramilitaries. The inhabitants were forced back to
the villageand women were separated from men. One pregnant woman was immediately singled
out by the commander who started to molest her publicly. The women were all put into a big
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house and from the house the paramilitaries would single out women they found most attractive.
Some of the women were taken to a nearby house and others where driven away. When the
women returned to the house, some of them showed signs of ill-treatment such as bite marks or
bruises. Some also behaved as ifthey had been drugged, acting erratically and walking unsteadily

This continued for a day; the following day the villagers were forced to leave for the border8

A 32-year-old man described how in another village the inhabitants were forced to gather around
an empty house by some paramilitaries. The paramilitaries picked out the women from the crowd
and pushed them into a house nearby and screams were heard from the inside. They stayed there
for an hour 2

In the comvoys. While travelling in convoys between villages or to the border, young women

would often be targeted by surrounding Serbian forces. Women would be taken out from the

convay, sometimes they would be returned but in other cases they were never heard of a gain. One ,. ,
man described how 10-15 police took his niece away from a convoy in Pristina in April. As the '—i’f" .
familytried to get her back, the paramilitaries fired their weapans into the air and sent the family

away as the young woman was taken into a nearby building. Half an hour later, she was released

and she told her family she had been raped. She had been injured in the groin and later it was

discovered she had become pregnant because of the rape.l0 A 28-year-old woman tells how she

herself was raped together with her cousin as they were going in a convoy from

Glogovica/Gllogove to Pristina. Sheadded that there were many rapes on this route. 1! Thirty

young women were seen being taken offtractors in another convoy in Pristina. There is no further
imformation on their fate, but the women hadbeen threatened with rape as they were being taken

away 12 A 36.year-old man described how the convoy hewas in was stopped on the way to

Pristina by paramilitaries. Young men, and women whowere found attractive, were separated

from the group; the fate of the women is unknown.13 As a group of 2,000-3,000 people walked

towards Albania, in the area west of Djakovica/Gjakova, Serbian police took "several hundred” 7e¢ 1“_""‘
women to the woods for a period of about one hour. As recounted by the interviewee: "This went

on the whole night."14 While walking to Albania, oneinterviewee described how the Serbian

police stabbed young girls in their legs, Girls and youngwomen who were found attractive were

taken away and were still missing at the time when thestatement was taken, 13

/

In the home. Rapes occurring in women's homes were not as frequently reported as thase in the
circumstances described in the examples above. Sometimes the paramilitaries would apparently
quite randomly enter houses and take away and rape the young girls who were there. It is
mentioned inseveral statements that the Serbian forces would ask for young women while
entering houses to evict and rob people. A 28-year-old woman described how four paramilitaries
entered her apartment and pointed their weapons at her. They raped her and beat her severely all
over the body, while her mother was held in the next room.18 A 20-year-old man saw how four
paramilitaries went into hisneighbour's house and took three of the neighbour's daughters and his
daughter-in-law. The women were blindfolded and put into a car. While one paramilitary stayed
with the women, the other three demanded money of the neighbour and then beat him, his wife
and son for not having any. The fourwomen (still blindfolded) were taken to another village from

where they returned the next moming at 07:00.17

Patterns
e

Young wonmen as targets. From statements cited above and below, it is clear Fhar. the Serbian ™"
forces targeted young women in their operations against the civilian population. One man from
Pristina described how the police and paramilitaries, as they looted the area, threatened that
women would be sent to special camps. He further stated that the police separated the beautiful
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voung girls and drove them away in the police cars 18

The following is an extract from a statement by a 15-year-old girl, which illustrates the way in
which the Serbian forces would look for young women:

At the beginning of May police came to our house. Two police officers entered the

house while one was staying in a car outside. Inside the car | also saw a woman

about 18 vears old, her mouth was covered and she had a gun held to her head. Her
clothing was ripped and she was bruised and bleeding. The police inside asked for

our papers and seemed mostly interested in young women. They asked how old I am,

and my father answered 14. The police did not believe him and took me outside. He

told me that since he had not his wife with him there I would become his wife. He

started to kiss me and fired his weapon through the windows when my family tried to
look out to see what was happening. He tried to rip off my clothes and when I tried

to resist he slapped me. At that time the policeman inside the car stepped out and

said that he wanted me for himself. The first policeman took me back into the house.

He continued to kiss and grope me in front of my family and said that he would

return later that evening. After that the police proceeded to our neighbours' house

where they tried to force @ young woman with a baby in her arms into their car. As /
she resisted they took her baby and threw it on the ground where it lay crying. These
police went from house to house and afterwards the villagers discussed that it i

seemed as they had only been interested intaking young girls1?

Detention of women for sexual slavery. Although not a widely reported phenomenon, there were

cases in which groups of women were held as hostages and violated in different ways. In the £
example below all the women of a village were gathered together and held as prisoners for four V' _[¢3
days after the village was attacked by a mixed force apparently comprising Serbian police and "m{,ﬁ >
"soldiers” (it is unclear whether they were VJ or "paramilitaries”). They were forced to work for 5'{',?;%5
the Serbian forces and were raped and otherwise sexually humiliated and ill-treated. They were =
also told they were being used as human shields

On 6 April the Serbian forces arrived in the village. They divided the men from the women and
children. The women were taken to an open place in the village and there they were divided into
three groups. Their assailants said, "We can use [you] so that NATO can't strike against this
village and the UCK can't shoot at us."2? The women were put into three different houses. There
were between 30 and 50 women in each house.

Before the women entered the houses they were forced to leave all jewellery and other valuable

things, documents and money. One woman described how she was unable to get her ring off her

finger, and one of the police officers cut into her finger with a knife so that the ring slid off by

means of the blood 2! In the house the women were forced to undress down to their underwear. \
The police searched the bodies of the women for more money. One of the palice officers took a fe et
child and put aknife to its throat. He threatened to kill the child in front of the mother if he was

not given more money £2

During the day the women were forced to work for the Serbian forces, cleaning and cookimng. At
night the "soldiers" would come with flashlights looking for which women they wanted to take
away. The women who would be selected were the educated, beautiful and young ones. The
women who were selected would be taken to another house where the "soldiers" were based.
There they would be interrogated and raped and forced to do different domestic chores. The
women would be taken away one by one; as they returned some would tell the others that they

had been raped while others would claim only that they had been forced to work. However, one of
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the women who was taken away was reported as having told the others that they need not lie that
they were taken away just to prepare coffee or to clean and wash, because "they are doing the
waorst 1o us", 23

One woman gave a statement about what happened to her when she was taken away one ni ght.

The third night they came looking for me. They said they wanted information. [ was
taken into a room with a white blanket on the floor. They closed the door and the
commander told me that [ would not leave that room alive if 1 didn't allow them to
do what they wanted to me. After that I was left alone with one man. When we were
alone the man took his knife and held it apainst me throat. He told me what he
wanted to do with me and he used dirty words. He forced me down on the blanket, |
was lying withmy face down. The man took my trousers and underwear off and
made me stand on my knees and hands. He raped me from behind, also in the anus. It
hurt and [ wanted to scream but he put his hand over my mouth. When he was
finished he took his trousers up again and left the room. I put my clothes back on.
After a while two other men came in. They tried to take off my jumper but I started
to cry and | told them that one of them had already done this thing to me and |

begged them to let me go. They let me leaveand 1 went back to the other house. 24

Adfter three days the women were ordered to go to a school in a neighbouring village (near a pass
on a strategically important highway). They were forced o stay two days in the school. One
paramilitary among the group detaining them told them they were being used as human shields {0
agat - 25 e
gainst NATO air strikes =2 ot
In another case similar to that described above, about 500 "young and beautiful” women were
selected by the paramilitaries and sent to Staro Cikatova where they were required to clean village
houses for use as lodging. The women were kept in two houses and fed once a day. Each woman
would be taken to a separate room where she was told to take their clothes off. When they refused
they were beaten, harassed and raped. The women were released the next day 28 One 16-year-old
wornan was reported to have committed suicide by throwing herself into a well after having been

raped 27

Killing preceded by rape. There are some reports of women having been raped before being

killed. The actual number of women who were raped before they were killed can be expected to

be significantly higher than is indicated by the reports. Experience suggests that in conflict

situations women are at great risk of being raped before they are killed, and that those killed

frequently outnumber those who survive. Since the subject of rape is extremely sensitive in the

Kosovo Albaniansociety, it may therefore be suspected that in many cases an interviewee would
choose not to give this kind of detail out of respect for the person who had been killed., Lo
That having been said, there are eyewitnesses who have described how they witnessed women ¥
being raped and then killed. In Pristina an old woman recounts having seen a 17-year-old girl
raped and killed. In another statement a young man described how he saw a woman who had been
shot in the leg and the body of another woman who had been shot in the chest. The wounded

wornan told himn that they had both been raped by paramilitaries before they were shot28

Rape before killing can be inferred from descriptions of the state of the woman's body when it was
found. One old man, for example, described how he went inside a house and saw the body of a
woman lying on a sofa. She was partly undressed, her jacket was open so that her breast was
exposed, and the lower part of the body was naked. She had been repeatedly stabbed in her back

and shot in the head and abdomen.'22
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Rape accompanied by other forms of torture and ill-treatment. Rape is itself a crime of torture 3
Additionally, rape was reported as having been committed in connection with other kinds of
physical violence. For example, one 75-year-old man described how in late April 1999 he met
three women who told him that 12 masked men had raped them together with 20-30 other
women. Their bodies had been cut on their breasts, in the genital area, and on their faces3!

Rape following abduction. There are many accounts of young women being abducted either

individually or in groups. In most cases they would be returned afier some hours, but in other

cases the interviewee would not have any further information concemning the fate of these women.

Given the pattern of deliberate selection of young women for rape, as noted above, it is reasonable

to fear that rape is what befell women who were abducted and subseguently were unaccounted

for. In instances when abducted women were returned they were very often in such a state that it

would be quite clear to others what had happened to them.

One interviewee who had left Staro Selo to go to Urosevac was told by fellow villagers arriving :”'::;j)
later in Urosevac that six young girls had been taken away by paramilitaries, and no one knew g iyt
what had happened to them.22 In Velika Krusa (Urahovac) VI had gathered 1,000 people (women

and children) in the mosque. Every hour VJ came and demanded money and also took two or

three girls away with them and retumned them later 33 e

A 30-year-old man from Pristina described how he heard a woman scream that police had taken 4 g7
her 17-year-old daughter. An hour later, he saw the girl in the street crying with her clothes tom

She said, she did not want to go on living any more and that "they have done things to me"34 A
28-year-old man saw five policemen in Urahovac taking three girls aged between 15 and 20 by

force. They took them into the stadium One hour later, the same girls came back crying from the
stadium. The policemen were seen rearranging their own clothing (doing up their shints and belts).

Twao of the girls had scratches on their faces and the other one had blood on her head 33

Ina village in Vitina/Viti municipality, eight paramilitaries were seen taking two young women, Grusg
aged 19 and 21years old, into a house for an hour. When the women came out their skirts had yint™g
been removed, around their genitals they were covered with blood and they looked to be in shock.

36 Elsewhere, a 17-year-old girl described how her friend was taken away from the house where

they had been put by paramilitaries. Afterwards the friend had told the girl: "If they take you, they

can do anything they want,"87 A woman in Pristina was told by two 13-year-old girls that they had

been raped by pelice 28 A 39-year-old woman who was in a convoy from Mitrovica to Albania in

March, saw young womnen join the group after they had been "somewhere". The women were

covered in blood and some of them had torn clothing 22

Rape and sexual violence connected with extortion. There are many accounts of sexual violence in
connection with extortion. In some occasions the perpetrators would rape women if they did not

get money, in other cases relatives would hand money over in order to get women back. One man
described how two paramilitaries took his neighbow’s wife because the neighbour had been unable

to give them any money,; he was tied up and his wife was taken away in a car. He continues: "1

saw how her three children ran screaming after the car, She returned home four hours later crying

and visiblyshaken "40 A 32-year-old woman saw how VJ in Makovac/Makofe (Pristina) pulled il
her sister-in-law from her tractor as they were in a long convoy heading for Pristina. The V) A
threatened to rape her but released her after the interviewee gave them some money, The 7 P
mterviewee further saw about 30 young women standing on the side of the column as the 49
paramilitaries continued to select from thecrowd. When they wanted to put her sister in that

group the interviewee handed over some more money and they let her gol A 17-year-old pirl

saw a group of police abduct two young women. The father of one of them offered DM 8000 in
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order to get his daughter back. The police took the money but did not release his daughter 42

Rape in public, or in front of others. A way 10 increase the humiliation of a woman was to rape

her in front of others, There are several statements recounting how women were raped in public,

or in front of their families. One interviewee recounted how a 17-year-old girl was raped in front o
of her parents in Pristina®2 A 28-year-old man described how at the end of March, on the % &7 gl wth-
Pristina-Urosevac road, he and two young women were stopped by a military convoy with many ~ #"~%
tanks and trucks. A V] soldier and an armed civilian took one of the women 50 metres away from

the road and raped her in front of numerous laughing VJs. She was taken back unconscious and

naked to the young man's car 34

An 18-year-old tells how in mid-May three paramilitaries entered a house occupied by IDPs in  Gfvrye.
Pristina. After beating some of the men present, they turned their attention to a young woman, f;:-ncfu.‘:]
who was 19 years old. They tock her clothes off and two of them raped her in front of her family

and the mterviewee. When they started to touch her the girl fainted, so that they waited until she

regained consciousness. Her mother tried to protect her, but one of the paramilitaries put a knife

to her chest and made her watch the scene. When they left they took another young woman with

them.45

Drugs. There are accounts of women being drugged while they were raped. This is in contrast to
patterns that have been reported in connection with sexual violence in Bosnia-Herzegovina. In
some cases where this was reported in Kosovo, the women were drugged in the course of gang
rape after having been already been raped by two or three men. In other cases the woman was
drupged straight away and did not know what had happened to her afterwards: also an extremely
traumatic circumstance.

Two of the cases mentioned above include mention of drugs having been administered to the
women in the course of the rape. In another example, at the end of March 1999 police came to a
house in Pristina. They threw everybody out except one young woman, whom they to tied a bed,
she was held for some 15 minutes. When she came out of the house she was normally dressed, but
there was froth around her mouth. Afterwards she appeared depressed and spoke irrationally.
According to the interviewee who recounted this, the woman was unable to tell anyone what had Lf""

u{'m
happened in the room 48 Sonhae

A 28-year-old woman described how Serb paramilitaries went to the villages around Glogovae 7%
and took women away. When they were brought back, they were naked and covered in bruises,

and froth was coming from their mouths. After three to four hours they died 3! In another

incident, a 22-year-old man described how police and paramilitaries entered his house in Pristina

and told him and his sister to leave, but then kept his sister back. He stated: "I was soon called

back by a paramilitary and he told me to take my sister who had fainted. When I came inside [ saw

my sister lying on the ground with water in her face and foam in her mouth. My sister told me that

they had tried to rape her but that they had not succeeded as she had fainted, and the

paramilitaries had let her go."#8
Rape and sexual violence as a weapon of war

From refugee staterments it appears that those who raped and committed other acts of sexual
violence in the course of the conflict in Kosove were from the same groups as had perpetrated
other human rights violations. The VI, police, paramilitaries and Serb civilians are all mentioned as
perpetrators of rape against Kosovo Albanians women.

That rape and other forms of sexual violence were used as a mean of humiliating Kosovo Albanian
women and the whole of Kosovo Albanian scciety stands out quite clearly from the refugee
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statements. There are several descriptions of Serb perpetrators gloating over raping Kosovo
Albanian women. One woman described how the police, after having been in a house where they
had put the young women from the village, laughed and said that they could do what they wanted
with Kosovo Albanian women#2 Another young woman who had been assaulted by a police
commander described how the commander boasted the morning after the assault: "In the moming
the police forced our family onto a bus. When the police commander saw me he stated that he

'had been with me during the night' and he bragged how bad he had made my brothers look ‘50

Rapes and other sexual assaults were sometimes commitied in a very public way so that as many
people as possible would come to know about them. By this means the Serb forces made sure that

the word was quickly spread among the Kosovo Albanian population, and this became yet another
weapon of intimidation during the most violent period of the internal conflict, from late March

1999. When rape is committed in an armed conflict it is directed towards the whole society rather )('
than the individual victim.

Another dimension to the use of rape as an instrument in the conflict is that many women who are ®2%~

raped violently, and sometimes mutilated, are afterwards physically unable to bear children. Or the

victim may suffer psychological effects from the rape such that it is impossible for her thereafter to

have a normal heterosexual relationship. Again, society may reject the victim and see her as

"debased" and not worthy of marriage. ” )
A

Furthermore, 1t is clear that sexual violence was used as an instrument of "ethnic cleans ing" T

following patterns similar to those seen in Bosnia-Herzegovina. Comments by Serb rapists as

reported from Kosovo, such as "you are no longer Albanians because you will carry Serb

children”, are very similarto those reported as having been made by similar perpetrators in

Bosnia-Herzegovina, in a way thatindicates that rape was being used as a weapon to nullify the

ethnicity of the women2!

Sexual assault on men

The cases of sexual assault on men, reported below, are further indications that sexual violence
was used as a deliberate tactic to undermine Kosovo Albanian identity by breaking down the
physical, psychological and sexual identity of the victims.

Where it 15 mentioned in the statements collected by the OSCE-KVM, sexual viclence against men
appears to have taken place most commonly in detention. Outside these situations, it appears that
forcing men to strip naked was the most common way of sexually humiliating men. The
statements below should not be seen as in any more exhaustive than those concerning women, as
men have just as much difficulty as women in talking about being victims of sexual violence. It is
therefore quite possible that incidents tock place that were not reported to the OSCE-KVM

Sexual assaults in detention centres. Much violence took place in the detention centres, some of
which can be classified as sexual violence (see also Chapter 6 Torture and ill-treatment). One
55-year-old man described the violence that took place in a police station in Pristina as follows:
"On 3 May, they sent us to the officers for questioning about UCK activities. They made us take
off our clothes and lie down. They beat us with wooden clubs, on every part of the body, back and
head They also put our penises (mine too) on a table and beat them. Different kinds of screams
were heard. But you scream as you want. There is no way to escape. They beat us until they were
tired (about two hours). Afterwards they placed us again together in a corridor. We had to carry
some people who could not move Then we were put onto buses. We were beaten when we got on

the bus and were sent to Lipjan [Serbian: Lipljan]. I had blood in miy urine for 17 days 52

One interviewee, describing his detention in Lipljan prison, stated that he saw two male detainees
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being raped by two policemen who declared that they had AIDS33 Another man recounted how
"all the men were taken to Novi Dom near Kosovo Polje the next day, in an armoured vehicle.
They entered the shopping centre where the police had set up an office one by one, and were
interrogated. We were beaten with batons, kicked in the groin, [had our] heads banged against
walls, some to unconsciousness. One man who had refused to talk after repeated beating, was told
to take all his clothes off. A policeman opened a desk and told him to put his penis between the lid

of the desk and the base. [The man] gave a (fake) name of a UCK suspect and was released 34

Sexually humiliating and degrading treatment. Many men were humiliated by being forced to
undress in public. An 18-year-old man described how he and some other men were hiding in a
forest in Prizren municipality when they were surrounded by police. They were ordered back to
their villageand there they were beaten, forced to lie on the ground, eat grass and sing Serbian
songs. The younger men (including the interviewee) were taken to the forest, stripped and made
to stand naked in the rain for two hours, while their clothing was searched 83

[n another case, from Decani municipality, a 33-year-old man refused when police tried to make
him undress in front of a group of women. For this he was beaten so badly that three bones were
broken.38 In Kraljane/Kralan (Djakovica) about 400 men were stopped at a checkpoint as they
tried to flee. They were forced to undress completely, body-searched and made to remain on their
knees with hands behind the head. 87

A 36-year-old man was stopped on the road by police in Kosovska Kamenica/Kamenice. After
showing his ID, police ordered him to walk to the nearby forest. There seven police officers began
to beat him. They ordered him to take off his clothes and then to put them on again, several times
over.38 In Varos Selo/Varosh (Urosevac) a group of men were ordered by a dozen paramilitaries
take off their clothes. One of the men refused, and for this he was stabbed in the side. The
paramilitaries thenopened the gate of the courtyard where the men were being held and told the
naked men that they could "go now to Macedonia” 22

Notes
! Rape [alls within the broader calegory of "sexual violence", which is defined a5 any violence, physical qrsychological,
carried out through sexual means or by targeting sexuality. Sexual violence covers both physicaind psychological
attacks directed at 4 person's sexual characieristics, such as foreing a person to strip naked inpublic, mutilating a
person's genitals, or slicing off a woman's breasts. "Contemporary Forms of Slavery: Systematicape, sexual slavery and
slavery-like practices during armed conflict. Final report submitted by Gay J. McDongall$pecial Rapporteur of the UN
Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of MinoritiesB/CN \b/Sub.2/1998/13.
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MISSING PERSONS!

The many cases dealt with by the OSCE-KVM in which the UCK was confirmed or alleged to

have abducted Kosovo Serby are dealt with in Chapter 19, Kosovo Serbs. When the OSCE-KVM

was deployed inside Kosovo, most of the civilians who were reported 10 it as “missing persons” as
aresult of the conflict had in fact gone missing between June and September 1998, i ¢. before the
signing ofthe agreement between the FRY and the OSCE on 26 October 1998, The OSCE-KVM
Human Rights Division worked with the Serb community in an attempt to locate those people and
addressed itself to the UCK on this issue. Priovity was given, however, to the cases of those who

were reportedly abducted during the time of the OSCE-KVM deployment in Kosovo, and ¢ . . o«
extensive resources were employed, often successfully, in securing a release from the UCK. e

i

Judging by statements taken by the OSCE-KVM from refugees which relate 1o the period 20
March-9 June 1999, there are a large number of Kosove Albanians whose fate is reported as
unknown after they had last been seen in the custody of FRY or Serbian forces. It has bagn
beyond the scope of this report's analysis and follow-up of the OSCE-KVM's data to determine
specificallywhether any of those people have "disappeared” sccording to the definition as set out
in the UN Declaration on the Protection of all Persons from Enforced Disappearance,? i.e. thata ~ ©
person has been "arrested, detained or abducted against their will or etherwise deprived of their
liberty by officials of different branches or levels of Government, or by organized groups or
private individualsacting on behalf of, or with the support, direct or indirect, consent or
acquiescence of the Government, followed by a refusal to disclose the fate or whereabouts of the
persons concerned or a refusal 1o acknowledge the deprivation of their liberty, which places such
persons outside the protection of the law" 2

MNoles

| To read further on issues relating |0 missing persons in Kosovo, see Chapter 9, Arhitrary arest and detentionand
Chapter 19, Kosova Serbs,

? Declaration on the Protection of all Persons from Enforced Disappearance, General Assembly Resolution 470133 of 18
December 1992,

3 Allegations of such enforced dizappearance are being followed up by the OSCE-MIK, which has been deployadn
Kogovo since July 1999,
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PART Il : The violation of human rights in Kosovo (Chapier o)

Contents Previous Maxt

ARBITRARY ARREST AND DETENTION

The nght 10 personal liberty and to freedom from arbitrary arrest or detention have been violated
on a massive scale during the conflict in Kosavo in the time frame covered by this repor.
Hundreds of peaple were arrested or otherwise deprived of their liberty by both the Serbian and
Yugoslov authorities, with a complete disregard for the guarantees contained in domestic law and
mternational standards. This was particularly the case following the Yugoslav and Serbian military
operations after 20 March 1999, Individuals were also held by armed civilians, paramilitaries and
criminal gangs operating outside any legal framework, as well as by the UTK. This section focuses
on arbitrary arrest and detention by the Yugoslay and Serbian authanities, but also looks at human
rights abuses in the context of detentions by the UCK

Arbitrary detention in Kosovo: law and practice

Itis important to note that Yugoslay and Serbian laws in foree in Kosovo throughout this period
mcorporate many of the safeguards against arbitrary detention which are provided for in
international standards such as the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR)
These safeguards include strict limits on the duration of detention, limitations on the police's
powers of arvest and detention and guarantees for the respect for the physical integrity and dignity
of the detamnee £

A person reasonably suspected of having committed a eiminal offence may only be detained and
held in confinement on the basis of & decision of a competent court of law. Custody shall be
ordered by the investigating judge of the competent eourt, but only when this is indispensable for
the conduct of criminal proceedings or for reasons of public safety?

However, certain provisions of the Cnminal Procedure Code (ZKP) appear to conflict with
Yugoslav constitutional guarantees and international human rights standards, in that they are
interpreted by Serbian police as far-reaching carte blanche to detain individuals for as long as three
days {72 hours) 2 Although widely criticized from a human rights perspective by Yugosiav jurists
in the past,* these provisions, which predate the FRY Constitution, continue to apply and give the
Serbian police awelcome loophole for justifying many of its activities.

After the declaralion of the state of war the Yugoslay government decreed a far-reaching
modification of the nuiles poverning arrest which gave broad powers to the police, including the

right to conduct house searches without a court warrant and detain persons for up to 30 days. 2

Arbitrary arrest procedures

The OSCE-KVM reported numerous cases where persons were detained in contravention of
established procedures, rendering such arrests unlawful under national law as well as intemational
standards, For example, in many instances arrests were made without the detainee being promptly
informed of the reasons for the arrest. When challenged by the OSCE-KVM in the period :
January-March 1999, the Serbian police acknowledged that it had carried out widespread arrests
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and detentions, but denied that these were arbitrary in nature: The authorities argued, for instance,
that there was no legal requirement to inform the detained person of the reasons for the amrest§
This position was affirmed by interpretations of Serbian laws which aliowed the police the largest
possible operational options, and the lack of judicial control of libertarian constitutional
guarantees provided the Serbian police with a general privilege of impunity

Particularly during the period of the NATO air offensive, individuals were randomly taken into
custody, to be given only later a "|egal document” (i &. an arvest warrant), This indicated the
reasons for their detention but failed to provide any particulars of the infractions they were
aceused of having committed, except for the accusation itself. This procedure wes often cxplicitl ¥
based on the new Yugoslav state of war lepislation. The random factor of trany amests and the

merely formalistic issuingnf an arrest warrant are highlighted by a number of cases reported to the
OSCE-KVM

An [identified and named] inspector asked [an interviewes] to co-operate and
become a spy for the police. [The interviewez] refused. [The officer] threatened that
if [he] did not comply [his] family would not be safe and said: "Today, the price of a
man's head is cheaper than a kilo of flour. We killed Fehmi Agani, so it will be easy
to kill you, too!” [The officer] knew that [the interviewee] was an activist and that
[he] had spent time in prison. He gave [him) a paper saying [he] was detained on the
basis of "Hostile Activityagainst the State” [Article 136{1) KZSRJ], The document
also mentioned that the pre-charged period was prolonged to 30 days, following a
change in the law?

Arrests for arbitrary reasons

completely arbitrary reasons. In such cases, the only basis for the detention was that it was often _
linked to situations such as individuals bemg from a particular village believed 1o be sympathetic / ‘ .
ta the UCK, or because the person happened to be a "man of fighting age”, which cannot be -
considered an objective reason for arrest. The most common pretext for arrest was, however, the Ly
lack of any proper identification documents and (he purported necessity for the police to establish
someene's identity. Given that a very large number of Kosovo Albanians did not have any proper

1D cards - passport, licna karta (personal identity card), and 5o on, - they ran the permanent risk

of being arrested by random patrals on roads, or in buses or market areas.

There was, furthermore, a general pattérn by which Kosovo Albanians were taken into custody for /

In tum, motives for the Serbian police to take persons into custody could be far more banal. In a
large number of cases reported the police simply extorted money or other valuables from citizens.

On 3 February at 15:40 hours, the police went to the market behind the prison and
began to threaten the people who were [buying and selling goods in the market],
Two [Kosovo Albamian] men did not know Serbian and they did not know what the
police were saying. ... The police arested them and took them to the police station.
The police did not [harass] or torture them, they just took money [reportedly

DM 310] and [valuables] from them and released them with the threat that, next

time, they would arrest them and take them to jail 8 e
oh e
Denial of basic rights of detainees # ;tﬂﬂi

e
The constitutionally guaranteed rights of a detainee to appear in front of a judge and to chalienge} A L,
the legality of his'her detention were regularly violated Any person detained must also e ..euf-
immediately beinformed about his/her right to remain silent®? The investigating judge must also '~
immediately inform aperson who has been arrested and brought before him that he may engage a
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defence lawyer who mayattend his examination 1¢ However, according to Yugoslav law, the
defence lawyer cannot correspond and talk with his client in private prior to the examination by
the [nvestigating Judge L1

Any person taken into custody is entitled to demand that the authorities inform his next of kin of
his detention.12 The court or police must netify the family of an arrested person within 24 hours,
unless he objects to that natification. However, the OSCE-KVM received many complaints from
familymembers of arrested persons (most ofien young men) who reported them as missing
persons. In February and early March in some regions, the OSCE-KVM was inundated with
telephone calls from citizens requesting to follow up and verify with the palice arresis of [urmily
members who were temporarily unaccounted for: It is difficult to establish whether family
members were in fuct informedby police or the detainee, as the authorities tended 10 claim, or
whether the allegations of familymembers were well-founded.

The denial of basic detainees' rights in the crucial phase of the first hours and days after arrest
often triggered a chain of further human rights violations. It left detainees particularly vulnerable
to torture and ill-treatment, used systematically to extract self-incriminatory statements
subsequently used as evidence in proceedings against the detainee. Avbitrary arrests could also
lead to even more serious consequences, culminating in instances of death, either through
summary killing or torture (see Chapters 5, Violation of the right to life, and 6, Torture and
ill-treatment),

The use of force aganst a person who has been detained or whose freedom has been restricted, as
well as any forcible extraction of confessions or staterents, is prohibited and punishable in
Yugoslav law.12 As has already been stated, in practice torture and ill-treatment of detainees was
widespread and an apparently integral element of police conduct towards detainees,

On 6 March, [the victim, a high ranking member of the LDK in Djakovica, J4 and
two other men were approached by plain clothes State Security police % They asked
to see their IDs and then drove them in [a civilian car] to the police station in
Djakovica, They were initially interviewed in separate rooms on the second floor.
They were asked what kind of jobs they had and how they knew each other. After
that interrogation, they were taken to the fourth floor ¥ They could hear the screams
of other people that were already there. [The victim) was placed in a room and three
men in civilian clothesentered. They hit him on the palms with a rubber baton and
asked him about [people named in his phone book]. They wanted to know how he
knew the people and what their functions were. They found the names and numbers
of [two OSCE-KVM members]. He told them we were OSCE, They asked him
[what kind of information hewould give] to these OSCE people. One of the
questions was also; Are the Albaniansusing women to get to OSCE members?
During the questioning, he was slapped on the face about 12 times. They wanted
maore information about the LDK and told him thatthey saw no difference between
the UCK and the LDK. They told him that they were going to get the other two
leadets and do the same to them, If they did not quit [the LDK], they would use the

Chetnik-knife and cut their throats 14
Bypassing detention procedures by means of "informative talks"

In order to control the maximum number of individuals without having to follow the formal
requirements for lawful arrest, “informative talks" (Serbian: Tnformativai Razgovor”) were &
commaon feature in Kosovo, and indeed throughout Serbia, since long before 1998, Individuals,
particularly influential persons, knew that at any moment they could be "invited for talks" by the
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police or, worse, by members of the State Security Police (SDB), This practice was evidently
favoured by the Serbian police because it allowed them to control citizens' movements {often
amounting to an infringement of personal liberty for periods of less then 24 hours), without
formally arresting theindividual. For the individual concerned, such an invitation was more often
than not an ultimatum, not infrequently accompanied with the threat that if the invitation were
ignored, the individual would haveto face "serious consequences” and would regret the lack of
co-operation shown. Expenence taught most Kosove Albanians to consider the invitation an
obligatory summaons. "Informative talks" weretherefore a means of depriving persons of their
liberty while disregarding the safeguards set down indomestic law and international standards.
lll-treatment during such talks has been amply documented!S

Rather than passively waiting for the person 1o be interviewed, the "invitation" could also consist
of taking a person to a police station whereupon, for the next few hours, security officials would
question the person, trying to elicit - through various forms of coercion - information on matters
of interest to them. Additionally, threats were often made against the interviewed individual or
members of his orher family, so 83 to force the individual to act as an informant for the security
forces. The talks usually ended with the interviewed person being released on having promised
further co-operation with police and having agreed to report to the police at a later date,

During the time the OSCE-KVM was deployed in Kosavo, the practice of "informative talks”
continued to be reported regularly, and even increased, apparently for two reasons. First, os
OSCE-KVM scrutiny increased so did the attempts by the Serbian avthorities 1o evade that
scrutiny while still satisfying their own requirements for information, Second, while in 1998
security officialscould disregard legal requirements more easily, particularly in relation to the
duration of detention, OSCE-KVM monitors now requested that officials account for the
whereabouts of individuals, particularly if the detention became prolonged. In this context, the use
of more informal "informativetalks" proved useful, since the victim's family and others might only
learn of the arrest after or at about the time of the victim's release.

In the period after the OSCE-K'VM's withdrawal, many people who had been employed by the
OSCE-KVM and others who had had a closer relationship with the organization, such as lawyers,
intellectuals and political activists, were systematically summoned for "informative talks” and
questioned about the OSCE-KVM's activities, which were often considered spying by the
Yugoslav authorities. Later, after the passing of the state of war legislation, refugees interviewed
by the OSCE-KVM did not report “informative talks" as being a common occurrenice. The reason
for this appears simple: in contrast to the pre-evacuation period, the Serbian authorities did not
need 1o disguise their actions to the same extent, as the state of emergency gave them even wider
powers to infringe personal liberty. They could arrest, interrogate and detain persons for as long
as they pleased and, as indicated further, did so en masse. The need to adhere to the legal standard
of criminal procedure, already watered down by state of war legislation, was practically eclipsed

Mass arrest in the context of forced displacement

When the Serbian police began a new series of arrests, in carly 1998, it usually meant that
individuals,or small groups of persons with particular links, would be sought and taken into
custody. By midsummer of that year, with military operations taking place in many parts of
Kosovo, large groups of villagers were being chased out of their homes and forced to move to
other locations. The Serbian forces then used these movements of people as an opportunity (o
round up people and detain them, A pattern emerged in these incidents: IDPs would be assembled
in & particular village or area, whereupon men would oftem be separated from women and
detained in particular enclosed buildings often school compounds. A first "screening” would be
conducted in situ, and some of the detainees would be released while others would be taken to the
local police station for further questioning or the "paraffin glove test” to establish whether they
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hﬂd‘. residues of explosives on their hands. This patternwas found repeatedly throughout the whole
petind:

On 19 May 1999 [the victim], his fiange and cousin were together in the apartment
of the fiancée [in Prigtina]. Four police officers [forced the door, entered the
apartment] and asked for documents. [The victim] gave his passport, the cousin did
not have any documents, because they had been taken by paramilitaries in Kacanik
one week before. The two men had to go out in the street, where already
approximately 30 other men were gathered holding their hands behind their heads.
They had to walk in a queue to the police station, where they were led to the
basement, [The victim] was hit in thenose and neck with fists and kicked in the back.
Had to wait for two hours. One by one they were taken o a separate room and
beaten up; while lying down [the victims] weicbeaten with a club. At one point a
police officer came and told them to stop, but that lasied only a short time,

The victim's fiange went to the police station to ask about his whereabouts, where
she saw a lot of other [detainees] ariving (approx. 200). Afterwards they took them
five by five to the first floor for the paraffin test. Afterwards everybody had to wait in
the basement for two inspectors [to hold] “informative talks" one by one. [The
victim] was asked about his exams, his professors, etc. He had to stay until 20:00
hours and was released together with a few other people. 18

[Another interviewee] said that on 30 April he was stopped in Prugove for two hours
by police with a convoy from Majance Police separated 300 men between 15 and 65
and sent them into the yard of a house. Police applied the paraffin test, The
interviewes was sent back 1o the convoy, but although their test were negative as
well his son andtwo brothers were sent with the rest of the group to the prison in
Lipljan!?

While several individuals were released, others would be charged and sent to pre-trial detention. It
was a common feature that during all of this time in detention there would be reports of
ill-treatment, and sometimes torture. These mass arrests led to a dramatic increase in the number
of persons charged and later tried on accusations of "terrorism” 12

During the period of the OSCE-KVM's deployment, up to the point of its evacuation, occurrences
of mass arrests were almost non-existent, the only exception being the round-up of people that
followed the Serbian forces' offensive in villages south of Kacanik/Kacanik in March 1999, This
constituted a significant change of pattern from 1998, even though incidents of significant
displacements ofpopulation still took place as of December 1998 and thereafter. In this respect, it
is most probably because of the OSCE-KVM's monitoring of [DP movements that such mass
arrests did not take place. The incident in Kacanik was indicative of the deteriarating situation by
March 1999, and of events to follow,

On 9 March all during the day groups of IDPs were coming out of the woods from the hills to be
taken to shelter facilities in Kacanik. The OSCE-KVM observed that the men were being
separated from the group and taken to the Kacanik police station for "informative talks", or
eventual arrest, The OSCE-KVM counted some 125 men taken in this way. The Police
Commander said that they were looking cnly for higher-ranking UCK members and that the others
would be released within hours12 On 10 March the OSCE-KVM inquired of the police about the
125 men; they were told that all but 23 were released the previous night. The acting Police
Commander in Kacgnik promised to provide alist of the 23 men who had been brought {o
Urasevac for further interrogation 20 A fier their release, one of the those detained gave the
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following statement to the OSCE-KVM:

My family and | were remaining in our village of Laj (210 inhabitants) even if we
were aware of the police offensive. We did not want to escape. We have been living
in & camp for 12 days. On 8 March, the police came to the village at around 13:00
hours and separated the men from the women They told the women that their
brothers, fathers and husbands would be brought to the police station for informative
talks and that they would be brought back home soon. Twenty-two men from 15 to
58 years were put in 4 truck and sent to the Kacanik police Station, We stayed
approximately half an hour in front of the police station and then we were brought to
the Urosevac police station. We were beaten in the hall of the police station,
punched, kicked by both police officers with uniforms and civilians clothes. Then, we
were brought to a sports centre near the police station on the road to Stimlje where
we staved all night long. Wehad 1o put our elbows on the wall while they were
beating us on our back. | was three or four times unconscious. T was there with my
two brothers and my father. They told us we were UCK members. | denied and
swore | was only a simple civilian taking careof his family, They asked us questions
such as: "who told you to get out of the village, who gave you weapons, 721

After the OSCE-KVM's cvacuation, and with the large displacement of population, the pattern of
rounding up people and mass arrests intensified to dramatic levels. The OSCE-KVM interviewed
dozens of mdividuals who were subjected to such practices, taking place more or less all over
Kosovo and even in southern Serbia proper22 By late April and early May, dozens of men were
being taken on a daily basiz and sent to various prisons, notably Pristina/Prishtina,
Smrekovnica/Smrekonice (Vucitm) and Lipljan/Ljipan. The OSCE-KVM interviewed a large
number of men who indicated how they were rounded up as the IDP column they were in was
stopped. A large number of mén was also arrested when the Yugoslav and Serbian forces
conducted arrest operations in particular areas of some of the main towns in Kosove, particularly
Pristina, Kosovska Mitrovica/Mitravice, Glogovac/Gllagove, Djakovica/Gjakova, and Pec/Pein
All of these men endedup spending weeks in harsh detention conditions (see Chapter 6, Torture
and ill-treatment, and the entries in Part V for Vucitrn and Lipljan municipalities) during which
time they were regularty ill-treated or even tortured, before being released, only to be driven to the
border with Albama andthe former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia effectively in ovder to be
deported.

On 30 March an interviewee and 13 other men were arrested in Decani/Decane. They and 60
other Kosove Albanians were first held in a storehouse for several hours and then placed on a
truck and brought to Pec police station where they had to stand up in a packed narrow room all
night. On 31 March they were beaten by police and prison guards wearing black uniforms, and
were interrogated about the UCK by five police officers. In the evening they were taken out of the
building and ordered to remove their shoes, and had their hands and feet hit with batons while.
being questioned about the UCK. palice officers said: "Tell us what you know about the UCK or
we will kill youl" They wereheld in the narrow room for eight days. On 9 April they were trucked
by the police and VI to Zur near the Albanian border23

In mid-Apnl, after a mass killing in Vrhovac (Glogovac), 175 men were taken from there to the
mosque in Cirez (Srbica) and from there to the police station in Glogovac, where they were
severely beaten for six hours. Afterwards they were sent to Pristina. In Pristina they were again
beaten for several hours with police batons, iron poles and rifle butts, The day afier, all 175 men

were transferred to Lipljan.24

One of the most detailed descriptions of an example of mass arrest and ensuing systematic forced
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seIf-jnc:imLuminn s found in a statement made by a boy who had just turmed 15, when he was
detained in Kosovska Mitrovica on 16 May:

Police wearing military uniforms surrounded my quarter at 05:00 hours, People in the
quarter were gathered together in a convoy to leave. As they were departing from

the town, police stopped the convay and separated men from women and children,
telling them that this was being done to issue (humanitarian aid) cards. Women were
taken to the bus station and (about 500) men were put in trucks. The men were taken
to Smrekovnica prison [near] Vacitrn, Upon amival, the men were forced to run into
the prison. [The interviewee] was beaten with a club by a Serb while running.

The following day the police came with a "confession documemt” for everyone. The
document stated that the [undersigned] person was a terrorist since 1 May until his
capture by police, they were in possession of arms at the time of capture, [The
interviewee] signed the document. The group was taken in two queues 1o another
building bemg beaten for the entire walk. The documents were done by one person
on-a computer and handed to the detained men to sign. Everybody signed it because
of fear.

Every day 80-100 men were taken to the Medical and Technical Schools for
questioning about UJCK involvement. We were beaten while questioned

On 25 May [the interviewee] was taken to the Medical School [and] was asked
where [they] hved, [whether they] were UCK, [whether they] knew certain UCK
members, etc. The police put [the interviewes] up facing the wall and told [him] o
think about it. After a few minutes they put [him] back in the chair and asked if [he]
knew [inerviewee's neighbour]. [He] answered "ves, but T don't know where he is",
The questioning lasted about 30 minutes. During that time [he] was beaten on [his)
back seven times. Afterwards, [he] was returned to the prison.

On 26 May [the detainees] were given back the ["confession documents") which now
[included their] statements from the guestioning and [they | were told to sign again 23

Many of those arrested and detained during the conflict, as well as detainees who had been in
pre-trial detention in Kosovo prisons or serving prison sentences after convictions, were not
released, but were transferred to prisons in Serbia proper accompatied by Serbian and Yugoslay
forces when they withdrew from Kosovo in earfy June, Wheveas many of them are accounted for,
there are many unconfirmed reports of hundreds of men (but also some women) who were
arrested and detained by the Serbian authorities and whose fate and whereabouts remain
unknown. These allegations ofenforced disappearances are currently being followed up by the.
DECE with the Yugoslav authorities,

Arbitrary arrests as a method of restriciing freedom of movement

Checkpoints and other forms of police conrol, particularly on public transport, increased the
possibility of Kosovo Albanians' being victims of arbitrary arrest. This, in turn, played a significant
part in generating fear of movement among the population

Prior to the OSCE-KVM's deployment, arrests during police controls were common ocourrences
and, as a result, movements in and out of certain areas were almost non-existent. Even travels in
or out of Kosovo could expose individuals to such arrests, as highlighted by the case of the arests
of several Kosovo Albanian men returning from working abroad

[The informant] stated that after working in [the former Yugoslav Republie af]
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Macedonia for two months ... he became concerned about the safety of his family in
Suva Reka [and returned to Kosovo] On 3 July 1998 . the bus he was travelling on
was stopped by the palice in Prizven. [The] police gathered 61 men including the
complainant and transferred them to the police station in Prizren, [where] they [took]
his personal praperty and [detaimed] him. During this time he was beaten severely by
several police [officers], and tomented when they placed electrical devices on his
hands and cars. While they were doing this they kept asking questions about the
UCK. When he told them that he didn't even know what the UCK was they kept up
this type of treatment for hours. [The complainant] stated that they released him at
about 03:00 hours. All they gave him at this time was a document release form and
his ID eard. They kept three boxes of cigarettes and his passport. 28

The OSCE-KVM's verification activities assisted in many ways in restoring freedom of movement
as, in the beginning at least, checkpoints were taken down As the situation deteriorated, police
controls reappeared on a larger scale although in more deceptive ways, and numerous cases of
arbitrary arrests again started to be reported. In tum, fear of travelling increased.

It can be argued that the Serbian authorities had some legitimate purposes in conducting police
controls, sinee they were conducting a widespread anti-lerorist operation. However, the arbitrary
nature of the actions taken by the police m exercising these controls, particularly through arrests,
had a significant impact on restricting the otherwise legitimate movement of persons.

Treqtment during pre-trial defention

Yugoslav laws and international standards require that persons in detention be treated humanely
and with respect for their digmty. Also, persons in pre-trial detention accused of having committed
a erime and those already convicted of criminal offences should be segregated, not least to uphold
the principle of the presumption of innocence unless proved guilty in a fair tnal, The OSCE-KVM
received a large number of complaints that principles governing comect detention were blatantly
violated in Kosovo by Yugoslav and Serbian authorities2? The following prisons and other
established places of detention are dealt with i Part V of this report, in the relevant municigality
entries: Dubrava Prison (Istok), Lipljan Prison (Lipljan), Smrekovnica Prison (Vucitrn), Pristina
palice station {Pristina), Pec police station (Pec), Djakovica police station (Djakovica).

The general policy of the OSCE-KVM was that, in order not to undermine the role of the ICRC,
visits to detention facilities were the prerogative of the ICRC and that no prison should be visited
unless in co-ordination with them. In practice, no such OSCE-KVM visits to detention facilities
were conducted, All information on those facilities therefore originates from former detainees
themselves, their family members and human nights lawyers. The conditions for detainess at the
various detention facilities in Kosovo were altogether bleak (see also Chapter 6, Torture and
ill-treatment),

As the detainees mvived at Lipljan prison they were beaten by the puards from the gate until they
reached the building22 Some 40-50 guards were lined up in two columns and while the detainees

passed through them, they were beaten with rubber batons and kicked by the guards2? One
interviewee could see the path going to the gate from his cell and described how he saw the

guards washing off the blood on the ground after the beating 22

A former detainee who was in the group of approximately 120 Kosovo Albanian men arrested in
Vrani Do/Vranidoll (Pristina) describes his arrival at Lipljan prison sometime in May 199

When we were out of the bus [we were] beaten again. In the prison we were
[registered], taken to the cells and beaten again. We were 38 people in one room,
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where we stayed for two weeks (there were some matiresses). | heard that 1,000
deserters arrived, and we were taken [out] of the room and sent to an empty room,
Duning one week we were beaten every day and [verbally harassed], Then we were
sent to.a sports hall, We were 400 to 500 people there. Every day when the puard
came we had to say: "l am here according to Articles 125 and 136 of the Yugoslay
anti-terrorist law! 32

The Serbian prisoners were allowed to receive visits from their families. We did
not have this chance

During [the time in prison] they [would] brang one quarter of [2 loaf of] bread with
water around 10:00 hours and the same again at 16:00 hours. ... [When going to the
toilet] we were just washing our face quickly with cold water. The schedule was
three fimes a day. But any time we had to go to the bathrocm, we were sure in
advance 1o be beaten, So it was better not to go. . When the cook [came] to
distribute the bread, he [would make us say]: "Long live Serbia!" Otherwise [there
was] no bread. Also the Serbian prisoners were free to come and beat us. .. We
were often beaten on our hands. ... At any moment, we had 1o [hold] our ears, [in
order] not to hear the screnms."32

As this example showed, the treatment of detainees, especially according to reports referring to
the period after the OSCE-KVM's withdrawal, was often anything but humane and respectful of
human dignity. During the Serbian offensive, garages, emply private buildings, factories, schools,
barns and other buildings were used as improvised detention facilities, which had even lower
standards than ordinary prisons. This type of detention was most often accompanied by
ill-treatment or torture.

When detainees arrived at Smrekovnica prison they had to run the gauntlet of lines of guards, and
were all beaten severely at this time, Conditions of detention at the prison were humiliating: cells
were overcrowded, detaimees were deprived of foed and watar, and toilet facilities were lacking.
In all cases, when the victimsa deserbed their detention in Smrekovnica prizon, they mention the
fact that before, during and after the continuous process of interrogations they were severely
beaten. At the interrogations they were asked questions about their connections with the UCK and
forced to sign staternents admitting their membership of the UCK34

One statement described the document the detainees were forced Lo sign:

On the second day in prison we were given a document with the statement on the
back dealing with Yugoslavian law on terrorism. The front page was empty. Stated
on this document was "you are accused of taking part with the UCK against the
Serbian armed forces from March to 16 May". The prisoners believe this document
was written [in such a way that the] one whose name is on the document could never

return to Kosovo, 32

According to Article 24 of the Constitution of FRY (and the almost identical Article 16 of the
Constitution of Serbia) " The length of detention [before trialjmust be of the shortest possible
duration." The Criminal Procedure Code institutes a maximum of six months. In practice, this
maximum rule tended to be taken as stipulating the time expected to be spentin detention before
trial. There were frequent cases of this time limit expiring without a formal bill of charges being
presented, The reason for this was often the complete lack of evidence for any eriminal offence.
Often, persons were found guilty, convicted for time served and released. Hence, the state would
not have to compensate for any damages incurred for being wrongfully detained, as guaranteed by
the Constitution.
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Impunity and lack of redress

According to Yugoslav criminal law, an official who takes advantage of his official authonty with
the intention of causing damage to a third person commits a criminal offence® This is particularly
true so if it leads to substantial damage to or a serious breach of another person's rights, such as
the right to personal liberty, Since violations of this law were largely made with impunity, for
many Kosove Albanians the sight of Serbian secarity officials camied the fear that, for arbitrary
reasons, they could face the prospect of restriction of liberty, thefi, abuse of physical integrity, or
even the loss of life

The OSCE-KVM was not aware of any case where a Kosove Albanian who had been arbitrarily
arrested, and whose right to liberty was therefore restricted, actually exercised their right to ask
for compensation.

Arbitrary detention by the UCK

In an effort to assert its legitimacy, the UCK early on decided to create its own military police and !
judicial system. Through this exercise the UCK tried to justify what amounted to abductions of
civilians who had contravened UCK dictates or its conduct of operations. [ndividuals and small
groups of people, often accused of being "traitors or collaborators”, were foreibly taken and
sometimes subjected to summary trial procedures for infractions that were defined to embrace

PANT o

conduct deemed inappropriate by the UCK 37 There appeared to be no legal basis for these A
proceedings under international or domestic law38 ’

Ewven if & legal basis had existed to enable the UCK to organize such s judicial system, the absence |,
of predictability as to what constituted punishable conduct under this system would have rendered [ .
all detentions effected under it arbitrary. Moreover, these detentions were generally the resultof | -
on-the-spot decisions made by UCK members in the field, which the UCK command then tned to I
justify as amounting to some kind of lawful detention under a so-called "Crimuinal Code of War"
{zee below). This agam underscored the arbitrary nature of such detentions.

The OSCE-KVM made several attempts at gaining access to UCK detention facilities which were
denied "for security reasons”. It was explained that those in the custody of the UCK were keptin  Plorry

houses and had to be moved arpund depending on the level of fighting. However, the /-’Mfd 4

QSCE-KVM was on one occasion granted access to cight alleged detainees, Kosovo Albanians o T4

charged with “looting, stzaling, or collaboration with the enemy"”, and was able to imterview the I

detainess in private32 The OSCE-KVM was also informed by UCK commanders that several lae !

people were also kept under some form of house arrest, ey M
P b

The general detention procedures of the UCK were described as follows: after information was
received by the UCK police that a "erime” (i.e. infraction of UCK codes) had been committed or Venaay,
collaboration was alleged, an “invitation" was issued to the person concerned, [f that person did 4

not respond to the summons, he was taken into custody by the UCK police. These were reported (awtostisfl
to have acquired a degree of sophistication, with files, fingerprints, witness statements, UCK —
intelligenceand so on, which carresponded to the claim of legitimacy and procedural correctness.

With respect to procedure, the UCK asserted that each brigade in the UCK had a military police

chief who had the autherity to indict according to UCK military rules, UCK officials claimed that

when people were indicted they were held in detention for up to two to three months before being

brought befare a military court, which was said to be composed of a board of judges, an

investigative judge, and ajury, all of whose members were lawyers or officers, ll'fc OSCE-KVM

was not permitted to observe these trials. The OSCE-KVM was assured that the ill-treatment of
detainees/prisoners was forbiddenaccording to the Geneva Conventions and the UCK "Criminal
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Code of War" and that should it nevertheless occur, disciplinary action would be taken According
to the UCK military police, conditions for the detainees were the same as for UCK. fighters
themselves, that is, they received food three times a day, were able to work and walk outside, and
had access to toilets and showers. Even family visits and medical assistance were possible

whenever the circumstances allowed40 However, there were a number of reports of ill-treatment
and killings of people abducted by the UCK.

An illustrafive examiple of detention by the UCK occurredon 11 February 1999 in Racak/Racak
and Stimlje/Shtime. The UCK abducted nine Kosovo Albanians in Racak, either during the funeral
of the victims of the mass killing of 15 January 1999 or on their way back to Stimlje after the
funeral. They were detained by armed young men dressed in black civilian clothes and were driven
in private cars to Petrove. All of them stayed in a stable for the following night Two later said
that they had been ill-treated. Mast of them were interviewed by the UCK Commander of Petrova
and informed of thereasons for their detention: "having a brother working with the police and
being suspected of having weapons; drinking with Serbs and having Serb friends; having a police
officer as a friend.” They wereall released in the evening of 12 February but mest of them stayed
the might in Petrovo because they were afraid to go back home that late 4!

Ina meeting on 22 February, the UCK confirmed that nine people had been detained on 12
December 1998 in Dramnjak/Dramnjake (Stimlje) and gave assurances that they were alive and
well treated. The reasons for holding them were given as: "prostitution, relations with Serbs,
suspected espionage activity”. They were awaiting further proceedings against them. The UCK
said that their families could send them letters and clothes through the UCK command in Petrovo.

42 However, the UCK admitted that Serb policemen who had been detained had not been treated <=s 2"

in the same way as other prisoners.43

The OSCE-KVM was demed a copy of the UCK's "Criminal Code of War", so had no information

about any punishments laid down by the UCK for people convicted under this code. 0. ¢ ngses » swi wits

Motes

! Articles 23 and 24, Constitution of the FRY; Articles 1(2) and 190(2) ZKP.
1 Article 16, Constitution of the FRY,

A Article 196 ZKP; Article (1) of the ICCPR states that "Everyone has the rght 1o liberty and security of thpersan. No
one shall be subjecied |o arbitrary amest and detention. Mo ane shull be deprived of his liberty excepon such grounds
and in aceordance with-such procedires a5 tre established by law”.

4 Human Rights in Wigoslivia 1958, Belgrade Centre for Human rights, pp. 75-88.

# Deoree on Application of the Law of Criminal Procedure during the State of War. Official Gazette of the Fedenl
Republic of Yugoslavia, vol. VIIL no. 21, 4 April 1999,

& Although intemational human rights standards und (he Yugaslay Constitution {Article 24) demand that thpersan

arrested be mformed immediately about the reasons for his or her arrest, the Constitution of Serbia does nogive such
guarantees io fhe amrested peescn.

7 M/1786. The interviewee, a political activist (LDK) from Gnjilane, was arested on 10 May 1999,
& PR/D0OG399,
& Article 23, Constitution of the FRY.

10 prtiche 193(1), ZEP.
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L Article T4, ZEP.

12 Article 23, Constitution of the FRY

13 Article 24, Constitution of the FRY. This constitutional rule is defined in Article 190, KZSRJ.

14 PEAQ3SE/99. Pee, & March

14 Bec, for insiance, reporis on events ot the Djakovica Folice station.

16 M/1201,

17 1510,

12 As documented in Chapter 10, Violution of the right to o fair trial, the faet that @ nymber of men were rmandomiy
arrested af the sume day in the same area would follow them through an entire il and was supposed 1o mdicatehe
"association for lemonst motives” a5 described in Article 136, ZEP

19 OSCE-KVM/RCS/CC Urasevae, Special Report, 11 March 1949,

W [hid

11 PRADAIGE |/09, PRAOI/OEZD9,

2 0/02 73 and MT4ED,

T ANOTE

24 W/ 1390; M/1389,

5 A 1059,

06 pE-003-061-99.

37 Some noteble examples are given in Chapier 6, Torture and ill-trestment.

I8 pAfre06; MIT390,

B34,

30 KI1734.

H Seealso MI1T39

3% For the text of thesa legal provisions see Chupter 10, Vialation of the right 1o a lir tefal,

AF T

34 Por more examples and references see Part IV, the material relating to Smrekovnica prison in the entry for Vocitm
punicipality.
15 ASOROT,

36 Article 174, KZSR), According io Ariicle 189, KZSEJ, “un official who, in the course of his duty, unlawRillgeprives
another person of his freedom of movement, shall be punished with three months' to five yearsmprisonment. [f the
unlawfal deprivation of liberty lasted for more than 30 days, or was carried out in a brtal waygr if such treatment ol the
person who was illegally deprived of his liberty cavsed a severe impairment of his healthor if other serions
consequences oceurred, the ofender shall be punished by between onie and eight years ofmprisonment."

37 Por example PZ/ONG0/59; PRIO10027/99; PRADLIOOTLI99 (UCK abducted n Kosovo Albanian who allegedlyserved
in the Serbian paramilitary forces in Bognia and committed war crimes); PRIO1L00T2Z/99; PRAGZO01T/5%;
PRAOIO0S ] H% PRAOO045/9%; FRAOVODELS; PRAOZONTTII,

38 Arficle 6 {2) of Protocal 1 additional 1o the four Geneva Conventions states that "no sentence shall be passednd no
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penally exccuted on a person found guilty of an offence except pursnant 1o a conviction pronounced by aourt offering
the essential guarantees of independence and impartiality”. Few iCany of the guaraniess listed in thAricle were
provided in UCK proceedings.

19 DSCE-KVM, Human Rights Division (HQ), Record of a meeling on |8 February with the UCK Zone Commindar
und the UCK Military Police Chielin Lapustica {(Podujevo) reganding detention visiis, 26 Febroasy 1999,

# DSCE-KVM, Human Rights Division (HD), Record of a meeting on 18 February with the UCK Zane Commander
wnid the WCK Militury Police Chief in Lapastica {Fodujevo) reganiing detention visits, 26 Februry 1999PZ/00/6199

il PRAID4T-PRAUMER98,

4 OSCR-KVM, CC Urosevac Weekly Report, 25 February 1999,

43 DSCE-EVM, Homan Rights Division (HQ), Record ofa mecting with the UCK Zone Commander in Petrova an 23
Frbruary 1999 regarding detention visils.
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PART (Il : The viclation of human rights in Kosova {Chapler 10)
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VIOLATION OF THE RIGHT TO A FAIR TRIAL

Background: trials in Kosove
Introduction

A major human rights task of the OSCE-KVM while deployed in Kesovo was the monitoring of
trials, At the time of jts initial deployment, in late 1998, the trals of people facing charges relating
to "terrorism” or "subversive activity” were far from being a new phenomencon in Kosovo, In
previous years, groups of Kosovo Albanians were tried and convicied of such affences in a few
instances per year {for example, three such trials were held in 1997), usually following waves of
arrests carried out by the Serbian police. Two trials took place in the early months of 1998, albeit
it was not until August 1998 that another similar case would be heard !

However, by May 1998 growing numbers of people were arrested, up to the point that, on the
canclusion of the Milosevie-Holbrooke and Geremek-Jovanovic accord (see Chapter 1, Kosovo:
the historic and political background), hundreds were awaiting trial, while others had been
convicted and were serving prison scntences.

The October 1998 accords contained provisions that could have been interpreted, at least in the
view of the international community, as providing amnesty to the individuals awaiting trial, and a
review of sentence for those convicted prior to the accords.2 Overall, this resulted in a confused
period when court proceedings scheduled to take place in late October and November 1998 were
generally postponed while Presidents of Courts awaited instructions from Belgrade on the
interpretation to be given to the accords. The Serbian Government reportedly decided that
pending caseeshould bere-examined, which resulted in the release of a few individuals, but that
the prosecution of the vast majority of the accused should proceed. As a result, by the time of the
OSCE-KVM's deployment, Belgrade's instructions had apparently been received and trials
resumed m earnest in all of the districtcourts, 2

Within the next few months, hundreds of individuals would stand trial - and mostly be convicted -
for having participated in terrorist activities. The OSCE-KVM monitored a significant number of
those trials, which most probably had a positive impact on some individual cases and on the
overall conduct of the trials. However, a large number of accused persons were convicted in
circumstances where the proceedings cannot be considered to have been fair according to
international standards.

The material contained in this section focuses on the period prior to 20 March, the date of the
OSCE-KVM's withdrawal from Kosovo, when the OSCE-KVM was able to gather first-hand
information by its monitoring of trials. The material here also refers to incidents ﬂ“". had taken
place before the deployment of the OSCE-KVM but that were revealed during the trials, as
defendants endeavoured to tell of their treatment during arrest and in pre-trial dd;cm[nln. After the
evacuation of the OSCE-KVM, infarmation about the conditions of detainees, as rcc:m_?d from
refugees interviewed by the OSCE-KVM in the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and
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Albania, indicates that standards of fair trial were even less respected under the legal provisions of
the state of war declared by the FRY government on 24 March 1999 (see Chapter 9, Arbitrary
arrest and detention). *

Throughout this section, examples are provided mainly from two trials, as they are indicative of
the various violations covered under the right to fair trial, as laid down in intemational and
Yugoslav national instruments. One of the trials took place in Pristina/Prishtina in
January-February 19992 and concerned 26 men, nine of them arrested near Urosevac/Ferizaj in
late June 1998, the rest being tried in absentia (the "Urosevac group” trial). The second trial took
place in Pec/Peja in February 19992 and involved 14 men arrested in a forest near
Ponorac/Panorc (Orahovac) on 3 September 1998 (hereafter referred to as the "Pec group™ trial).
Excerpts from reports of other cases monitored by the OSCE-KVM are used to highlight

particular points.
Trials monitored by the QSCE-KVM

The judiciary in Kosovo comprised the Municipal Courts at municipality dpsting) level and five
Distiact (okrug) Courts in Pristina/Prishtina, Pec/Peja, Prizren/Prizren, Kosovska
Mitrovica/Mitrovice and Gnjilane/Gjilan. Outside Kosovo, the Republican and Pederal Supreme
Couris in Belgrade served as courts of appeal. Furthermaore, Municipal Courts for Misdemeanours
(Sud Za Prekrsaje Opstinski Organ) dealt with special cases foreseen as proscribed in law,

During the period when the OSCE-KVM was deployed in Kosovo, trials were held at all levels of
the Serbian and Yugoslav judicature in Kosove and Serbia. Limited resources, however,
constrained OSCE-KVM monitors to focus on trials where charges were based on accusations of
crimes related to the conflict, in particular those based on terrorism and subversive and
conspiratorial activity whichwere held at District Court level. On several occasions, however,

trials were also monitored at Municipal Court level?

Generally, access for OSCE-KVM monitors to trials at District Courts was granted without
difficulty. Often, judzes were courteous and jovial, stressing that "of course” they would aceept
international monitors to endorse the high standards of the Yugoslay judiciary. The reaction was
less enthusiasticwhen OSCE-KVM endeavoured to monitor trials at the Municipal Courts and
Courts for Misdemeanours 2 Although no tals involving terrorism charges would be heard at
those courts, many charges relating to the conflict, as well as cases with a human rights dimension
such as those concerning property and housing, and minor criminal offences which could lead to
punishmentinvolving imprisonment, would be dealt with at these levels.

The OSCE-KVM encountered serious problems obtaining information on trial schedules, and was
sometimes probably even deliberately misinformed on when or where a trial would take place
Many trials were postponed, often for no obvious reason (and although no new cvidentiary
miaterial was to be expected), while the detention of the accused was regularly prolonged by court
decision.

In Pristina only three large cases were monitored, each stretching over several weeks as sessions
were often postponed ("Urosevac group” - 26 accused, four weeks in scssion in January and
February, "Pristina group” - eight accused, seven days in session in February and Mi:irch;. annt}'lcr
case with one defendant, two sessions on 19 February 1999). In Pec, 35 trials involving terrorist
charges were monitored at the District Court, the highest number of defendants in a single case
being 14, with most cases involving only one or on average two ar three defendants. In
Djakovica/Gjakova, one trial was monitored at the Municipal Court. In Gnjilane, one trial with 16
defendants was monitored,
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In Prizren, the OSCE-KVM first started to monitor terrorism trials in Decamber 1998, At a trial
on 28 Decemnber at least 30 people were accused in the same case, although only 26 defendants
were present during the cowrt proceedings. The OSCE-KVM monitored two further trials in
February (seven defendants) and March (24 defendants, all of whom were found guilty of
terrorism). In that region the OSCE-KVM established a good warking relationship with the local
Judges and even achieved a visible improvement in the conditions in the courtroom, as court
guards carried only smallarms after the OSCE-KVM had complained about the presence of
machine-guns during the trials. InKosovska Mitrovica, several trials were monitored relating to
terrorism charges, which resulted inprison sentences of three to four years_10

Sentences handed down for terrorist activities could be well over 10 years' imprisonment.

The OSCE-KVM being only mandated for Kosova, it was nol in a position to cover the few trials
of Kasovo Albanians arrested in Kosovo but tried in Serbia proper. At least two types of such
cases were tried. Largest in number were the cases of Kosove Albanians amested by VI farces in
the border area, particularly the FRY/Albania border. In these cases, since the VJ forces deployed
in Kosovo were part of the Third Army Corps, individuals arrested in such circumstances were
detained and eventually tried in the Military Court in Nis (Serbia), the town where that particilar
VI corps was headquartered, In a separate instance, a group of Kosovo Albanian men, originally
over 50 persons, was arested on a bus in Podujevo/Podujeve (Podujevo) and tried in Prokuplje
(Serbia) in February 1999 11

Criminal low applied

The erimimal legislation in force in Kosovo was based on two penal codes, the Criminal Code of
the Republic of Serbia (KZRS) (republican law), and the Criminal Code of the Federal Republic of
Yugoslavia (KZSRJ) 12 A special section of the KZSRJ deals with "Criminal acts against the bases
of the socialist sel-managing social system and the security of SFRJ" (Chapter XV). This section,
and mainly Articles 125 and 136, contains the provisions that formed the basis for most of the
"terrorist” cases tried in Kosovo during the period covered by this report.

Terrorism

Article 125 KZ8R]

Whoever causes an explosion, fire or takes some other generally dangerous action
out of hostile motives against the [FRY], or commits an act of violence which may
create a feeling of personal insecurity in citizens or in a group of citizens, shall be
punished by imprisonment for not less than five years.

Associating for the purpose of hostile activities (against the people and the state)

Article 136 KZSRJ

{1) Whoeever sets up a cabal, band, group or any other association of persons for the
purpose of committing criminal acts under [Article] 123, , ar whoever forms a
group for the purpose of transfering or dispatching citizens of the [FRY] abroad for
the sake of carrying out hostile activities against the [FRY], shall be punished by
imprisonment for not less than five years

(2) Whoever becomes a member of an association referred to in paragraph | of this
article, shall be pumshed by imprisonment for not less than one year.

(3) The member of an association referred to in paragraph 1 of this article who
exposes the association before he has committed a criminal act defined in the
provisions of this chapter in the association's ranks or on its account, shall be
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punished by imprisonmentfor a term not exceeding three years, but the court may
alsa refrain from imposing apunishment on him

Being an accessory to criminal acts

Adticle 137 (1) Whoever conceals, shelters or gives food, material, money and other
means to the perpetrator of 8 criminal act referred to in [article] 136 .. of this law,
whoever serves him in maintaining liaison, undertakes actions aimed at obstructing
the discovery or apprehension of the offender, or renders him assistance in any other
way, shall be punished by imprisonment for nat less than one year

(2) The sentence for the acts referred to in paragraph 1 of this article may not be
mare severe by neither its type nor its gravity [sic] than the sentence prescribed for
the eriminal act which was the subject of the assistance,

These provisions were used to penalise a wide range of activities. The following examples provide
@ general overview of the type of accusations laid against groups of individuals in relation 1o the
type of conduct which supported these accusations.

Assistance to the UCK: On 12 July 1998, Fatima Boshnjaku, an activist of the Mother Teresa
Society was arrested as she was attempting to deliver a shipment of humanitarian aid, mostly
blankets, soap and food, to Seremet/Sheremet (Djakovica). The prosecution argued that this
village was under UCK control, thus the supplies delivered by the defendant were intended to
assist the "terrorists”. The actual charge levied against the accused, under Article 137 KZSRJ, was
that "she has assisted in committing the criminal acts of organizing hostile activities mentioned in
Articles 136 and 125 KZSRJ, by abusing her function as secretary of the Djakovica branch of the
humanitarian organization Mother Teresa Society and providing food, blankets and sanilary
matenal to the so-called "UCK, a tetrorist organization active in Dobros and Seremet” 12

Organization or participation in UCK units: In the "Pec group” trial, all 14 defendants were
among a group of IDPs intercepted by the Serbian police on 3 September 1998 in a forest near
Ponorac (Orahovac). Afier being surrounded by helicopters, and asked by megaphone to
surrender, the men were separated from women and children. During the ensuing search, lists
were allegedly found containing the names of presumed UCK members, and some weaporis were
found. All of the defendants were charged under KZSRJ Articles 125 and 136 (qualified by Article
139),14 and the whole case revolved around establishing the presence of some UCK elements in
the region from where the defendants originated, and the idea that those named on the list were
actual UCK members. Six of the men were eventually acquitted when the evidence presented
failed to establishany links between them and the list or the weapons but, by that time, they had
already spent over fivemaonths in detention. The other defendants were convicted and sentenced
to lengthy prison terms.

Ultimately, the bringing of charges under Article 136, particularly part 2 with its punishment for
"association”, usually without any other companion eriminal charges, meant that membership of or
even sympathy with the UCK became the determining, often the sole factor, in deciding a
defendant's guilt. Article 136 made it extremely easy to interpret a large variety of circumstances
as association with the UCKL

Fmpartiality and independence of the judiciary

As the autonomy of Kosovo was revoked in 1990, several hundred Kosove Albanian
state-employed legal professionals, including judges, were dismissed and eventually replaced by
Serbs, albeit a minority of Kosovo Albanian judges, as well as judges from other national
communities, remained in office, mainly in lower courts. As a result, Kosovo Albanians were very
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sceptical about the impartiality of a judiciary system wherein one ethnic group would basically be
Judging the other. This scepticism was also strengthened by the fact that lay judges sitting on
benches hearing such cases as "terrorism” were often retired Serhian state employees, including
former policemen. Furthermare, the independence of the juchiciary presupposes that it is protected
fEum undue influence by the executive branch. In this respect, Kosovo Albanian legal professionals
viewed the judicial system as no more than an arm of the Serbian executive's repressive effort,
These professionals were often able to recount examples whereby organs of the executive,
particularly Serbian State Security officials, had manipulated the judiciary or had disregarded
Judicial decisions.Such examples included consultations between the public prosecutor and judges

before and during trials - a common occurrence. 19

Members of the OSCE-KVM wha monitored the trial of the "Urosevac group” recorded that they
had the impression that the presiding judge was biased against the accused. He ignored and
tejected without any comment the maiority of the defence lawyers' requests and evidence that
could exonerate the indicted. The court did not summeon any witnesses, including expert

witnesses, although the defence counsels requested this 18

The general trust in the faimess and impartiality of the Serbian judges was not enhanced by the
temporary deployment of judges from Belgrade to Kosovo courts in order to tackle the rsing case
load These judges - whose technical qualifications could not be doubted - were nevertheless
considered to be hard-liners with a political task, and of questionable independence from the
police and the prosecution.

Pre-trial procedure

Tnvestipations

Under Yugoslav law, Investigating Judges conduct investigations into criminal acts, As such, they
are given the responsibility of documenting the crime, through material or testimonial evidence,
includinginteryiews of suspects. They supervise police examinations of crime scenes and therefore
determine the extent and diligence of police investigations. Investigating Judges are also
responsible for decidingon the appropriateness of pre-trial detention for accused individuals, as
well as on possible restrictionsof pre-tnal detainees” contacts with lawyers and others. Ultimately,
they report to the prosecutor and advise on whether charges should be Iasd.

The OSCE-KVM monitored several examinations of crime scenes conducted by the police, under
the supervision of Investigating Judges, and concluded that there was generally a lack of diligence
in such examinations, which often amounted to no more than a rapid survey of the crime scenes.
OSCE-KVM teams monitored crime scene investigations whenever bodies were found in Kosovo,
up until 19 March 1999. In many cases, especially when it was an established fact that the police
had killed the victims, no investigations were made which might have challenged the purported
police version that the victims were shot in combat or police had acted in self-defence, although
summary or arbitrary executions could not be excluded from the circumstances. The lack of proper
investigations following the mass killings in Racak (Stimlje), Rogovo and Rakovina (Djakovica)
are amply documented (see also the relevant municipality entries in this reportit? Also,
Investigating Judges regularly made a snap judgement, based on the presence of a dead Kosovo
Albanian beside a road, that "another loyal Albanian citizen has been murdered by terrorists"i8

As highlighted by examples in this section (as well as in Chapter 8, Arbitrary arrcst and detention),
the OSCE-KVM found that physical evidence was generally very scarce in "terrorism" cases and,
even when it was present, it rarely amounted to more than circumstantial evidence.

Exiraction of confessions under torture, and the right to silence
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The main type of evidence upon which the prosecution’s case relied in most "terrorism"-related
Cases was a statement made by defendants during the course of police investigations, prior to any
consultation with a defence lawyer. Although the Code of Criminal Procedure (ZKP) requires that
the findings of these mitial police investigations do not enter the file of the Judicial proceedings
proper, the imitial statements were sometimes entered into the file, or the statements were repeated
to the Investigating Judge himself at a later stage by the defendant, apparently under police
coercion. However, many of these statements would subsequently be retracted in court, in full or
in part, often after the defendant had received the advice of his or her lawyer, on the grounds that
these statements had been extracted under torture or duress. Material collected by the
OSCE-KVM indicates that the extent of the violations differed aceording to the profile of the
various cases. While allegations oftorture or duress were made in most cases, the extent to which
they were used appeared to depend on the importance that was attached to particular cases by the
Serbian authorities, more specificallyby the State Security Police (SDB), Tarture becarme used to
such an extent as to result in deaths in detention (See Chapter 6, Tarture and ill-treatment).

This 15 illustrated by the case of the "Urosevac group”. Those indicted complained about
confessions extracted under duress during questioning and also abaut torture and ill-treatment
both during the questioning and the pre-trial detention. The defence lawyers declared that two of
the accused had died from being tortured during this period. The detainees claimed that they had
been beaten, burned with cigareties and given electric shocks. In support of those claims, the
family members of theaccused, the defénce lawyers and the local human rights associations
handed over photographs and medical certificates to the OSCE-KVM. These photographs and
documents appeared to corroborate the allegations of torture and ill-treatment. It was also
reported that the accused were hung upside down and plunged into water (a method of torture
called the "submarine”). The OSCE-KVMobserved during the trials that two of the indicted had
difficulties walking, and one had a stickingplaster on top of his head. Ancther of the defendants
had a lump at the back of his head Reporiedly ill-treatment continued while people were detained
during the hearings 12

In cases where mdividuals are tortured or otherwise coerced into making self-incriminatory
statements it is clear that the right to remain silent is being violated2? Suffice to say that, if the
defendants had been offered their right to silence, and had chosen to exercise it, most of fhe cases
weuld not have had sufficient evidence on which to proceed.

Adequate preparation of defence and communication of evidence

In conversations with lawyers, members of the OSCE-KVM were told how the right to a fair trial
and 1o prepare one's defence adequately was compromised by difficulties experienced by defence
lawyers in having confidential lawyer-client discussions in order to prepare the defence!
Generally, thelawyers reported on matters such as lawyer-client conversations having to take
place in Serbian, andbeing systematically monitored, and that facts related to the case could not
be discussed during these conversations. This situation often prompted requests for

postponements of trials.

The attorneys declared duning the hearing that some of the accused had not had the
assistance of a lawyer, others had a lawyer but could net contact him/her. The
defence lawyers had insufficient time and facilities to communicate with their clients
and to prepare a defence. The attorneys also complained that they had had no
confidential communication with the accused??

The defence lawyers stated that on several occasions the guards had interrupted them
when they met with their clients. When they were asking questions on ill-treatment or
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whether the accused had been re-interrogated by the palice, the guards had
intervened and said that, if they asked such questions, the meeting would end
mmmediately23

An important element in ensurning a proper defence to an accused person rests in the right of the
defendant, or his of her counsel, 1o be shown the evidence assembled against him or her24 [n
Kosovo, several limits had been imposed on that right and, as the conflict intensified, it becarne
increasingly difficult for lawyers to obtain information related to their client's file. The restrictions
on this right were not only those based in law but also on the interpretations that particular
Investigating Judges would place on the law. As a result, lawyers requesting the communication of
evidence to which they believed they were entitled would be denied those requests by certain
Investigative Judges, while others would allow it. Furthermore, if the lawyer insisted, he himself
could be subjected to threats, or worse. In a notable example, in late July 1998 one of the lawyers
in the "Urosevac group” trial requested information to which he believed himself entitled on behalf
of his client. Upon being refused, he had a verbal confrontation with the Investigating Judge, in
which he told her that she "should be weanng a police uniform", Shortly afterwards the lawyer
was charged and convicted of having "disturbed the peace” and sentenced 10 60 days'

imprisonment. The lawyer suffered severetorture during his detention 23
Conduct of proceedings

Language interpretation

Procedural violations were common during the trinls in Kosovo2® Generally, and although this
varied according to particular courts, language interpretation for the accused would only be
provided when the defendants were directly asked specific questions from the judge. In the case of
the "Urosevac group, the OSCE-KVM noted that in the pre-trial period the accused did not
receive the translation of any police record, and no continuous interpretation was provided during
the trial. In another example, from Gnjilane, the OSCE-KVM reported:

Ancther problem is that the interpretation mainly went one way, from Albanian to
Serbian. The presiding judge very often read long parts from the staternents that the
accused were supposed to have given and this was not translated from Serbian 1o
Albanian2?

In general, when a defendant was asked before the conclusion of the procedure whether hefshe
had understood everything that was said, the affirmative answer given hardly ever reflected the

truth 28

Procedural breaches also oceurred in relation to the legal obligation of the judges to confront the
accused with the testimonies of others. Since the accused persons had not heard the testimonies of
others when they were questioned, the judges should have provided them with a summary of the
other testimonies and allowed them the oppartunity to give answers as fo possible inconsistencies,

Presence of armed police in the courtroom

Throughout the trials monitored by OSCE-KVM, the presence of armed police in the court and in
the court building was extensive and their demeanour nommally intimidating, particularly for the
accused persons and witnesses. The following example, taken from the trial of the "Pec group”,
describes a typical situation.

During the entire trial, the presence of some 15 heavily armed policemen .
(machine-guns, hand guns, bulletproof vests) gave the trial not only the air of a "high
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security - serious crime - dangerous terrarists” atmosphere, it also intimidated
defendants, those family members present and international monitors alike. During
the final pleadings, a guard was playing with his automatie gun which fell with a
crack to the floor, sending a frightening chill through the room. The policemen
giggled for some minutes, the judge did not react at all 29

Evidence presented

Article 347(1) ZKP states: "The court shall base its verdict solely on the facts and evidence
presented in the mial." As noted above, in most tials for offences of a political character
monitored in Kosovo the accused persons, and sometimes the witnesses, would claim in court that
they had been tortured and threatened in order to compel them 1o tell the Investigating Judge
whatever the police wanted. In contravention to Yugoslav laws, neither the presiding judge nor
the prosecutor made any further inquiries into these allegations, and routinely admitted the
statements into evidence 2¢ Ultimately, alarge number of the accused persons were convicted
mainly on such tainted evidence.

In the "Uresevac group™ trial, the OSCE-KVM reported that the indictment was exclusively based
on three statements given under torture by the accused during questioning by palice. During the
hearing these three indictees changed their statement and pleaded not guilty. They declared that
after the torture they were in such a bad condition that they had signed everything the SDB
wanted. The Presiding Judge ignored the new statements and did not exclude the confessions that
were allegedly elicited under torture. Consequently, all the indicted were convicted and sentenced
only on the basis of the first statements. In another case tricd in Pristina, the OSCE-KVM
reported that throughout the trial the lawyers tried to prove the allegations of torture, including by
asking for an independentmedical investigation, These demands were tumed down, and the

judges relied on the report of the prison doctor that gave no indication of any ill-eatment3!

Allegaticns of mishandling or fabrication of evidence were also made agamst the Serbian
authorities in cases where material evidence had been collected. These allegations included the

improper conduct of "scientific tests”, such as the "paraffin glove test"32

» The single statement which comprises the entirety of the prosecution's charges 15 a
staternent by a police captain about tests conducted on the total of 42 defendants from
Orahovae, some of them before the court. Even without the close scrutiny bom of
knowledge of the Serbian legal system this document is, to say the least, defective and
probative of nothing. Problemsinclude but are not limited to:

» The forensic test, the so-called "paraffin glove" test, has been discredited for many years as
an inappropriate means of determining culpability.

= Dne short statement covers all the aceused,

« There is no adequate breakdown of how the test was conducted, either in the generality or
with respect to individual cases,

+ The statement is not made by a forensic scientist but by a police captam. If he is qualified in
forensic science there 1s no indication of it in the statement.

« There is no indication as to the precise conditions under which the test was conducted, or
whether there is any other potential cause for the results given than that surmised.

+ The document states that "the majority of cases showed markings on various parts of _‘h"
hand and fingers". Who precisely did and who did not display these features? Why might
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there be these exceptions? To what degree were the exceptions present?32

There were allegations of possible falsification or fabrication of incriminating documents, the "Pec
group” trial again bemg illustrative:

In prison, the accused was forced 1o sign a document, which identified him as
member of the UCK in the "operational zone no.76". When he signed the documnent,
he was only shown its lower margin as the text was covered. OSCE-KVM is in
possession of a copy of the "certificate”. The document is signed by a "commander”
with & scribble, and names the accused as member of the UCK since 20 January 1998
{when he was working for the tobacco company and the UCK [was] a little known
fringe group in Kosovo). This document was found to be a falsification by the
defence attormey, as the Albanian text contained syntax and spelling mistakes, which
only a non-native speakerwould make 34

Ultimately, the OSCE-KVM found that the material evidence and even some of the witness
testimonies presented during the trials were, per se, of little probative value, to the point where
they were sometimes ignored by the prosecution when it summed up its case

In general, the contribution of witnesses in the trials tended to be inconclusive, to the point of
being -in the words of one OSCE-KVM trial monitor - “farcical”. Witnesses who attended at a
trial were either too intimidated to make substantial contributions, or gave lestimony entirely
irrelevant to the question of whether the accused was guilty with regard to a specific accusation3
Moreover, the Serbian police abused the obligatory court orders for criminal trial witnesses as a
pretext to engage in random village searches, often accompanied by harassment, beatings and
intimidation 36

Trials in absentia

According to intemational standards, trials of persons in absentia are only to take place as a maiier
of exception, as they inherently undermine the defendant's right to the fullest guaranieess of due
process. In Kosovo, most trials included individuals tried in absentia, to the point that, in some
cases, they outnumbered the accused who were present. In such trials, the evidence presented
against the absent accused was often even less substantial than that presented against the detained
individuals, vet mostof the former were convicted and sentenced regularly to longer terms of
imprisonment. In the "Urosevac group” trial, for example, the majority of the accused (17 out of
26) were not present during the trial. The assigned (Serb) attomeys claimed that the accused had
not been duly summonedto court. They stressed that the court had not mentioned anything about
the 17 indicted persons who were tried in their absence and that consequently no proof of their
gailt was given, In the "Pristinagroup” trial, out of eight defendants, four were absent and given
longer sentences than those present during the trial.

Judgements and sentences
Presumption of innocence

The presumption of innocence places the burden of proof on the prosecution. It is enshrined in
human rights standards which state that anyone charged with a criminal offence has "the right to
be presumed innocent until proven guilty according to law", as stated in Article 14 of the |
International Covenant on Civil and Pelitical Rights. In Kosovo, all of the violations highli ghted in
the previous sections on pre-trial procedure and conduct of the trial culminate in negating the
defendant's right to be presumed innocent. The practical effect is to shift the burden of proof to

the defendant 37
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Net all defendants were convicted. Some individuals had charges against them drapped while
others were acquitted (not because they were given the benefit of the doub, but mainly because
evidence against thern was totally absent).

During the trials, the judicial organs were supposed to safeguard the presumption of innocence.
This would have meant standing up to the executive power by questioning the validity, reliability
and admissibility of the evidence presented before the court by the executive. Instead, as has been
noted above, the OSCE-KVM observed that the judiciary did not question the circumstances
surrounding the origins of self-incriminatory statements obtained under torture. Defence lawyers'
objections to presentation of evidence were noted, but the judiciary failed to inquire any further
and admitted the contested evidence. Finally, the judges considered evidence presented in cases
against absent defendants as if they had had the opportunity to challenge this evidence2® All of
these actions effectively shifted the burden on to the defendants te prove their innocence;

The soundness of judgements and interpretations of the law

Fair criminal laws should be laws that contain clear indications as to what conduct fenes reus)
and what criminal intent ¢nens rea) are prohibited and categorized as crimes. During the tnals,
defence lawyers regularly presented arguments to the effect that the acts allegedly committed by
the accused did not constitute a criminal offence under national law3? These arguments would
highlight thesituation whereby the Serbian authorities would seem to be able to interpret almost
any factual settingsas constiiuting "terronst acts” or "hostile activities". Trials such as those the
OSCE-KVM menitored were based on unclear interpretations of the constituent elements of
serious criminal offences resulting,upon conviction, in long periods of imprisonment. The
OSCE-KVM found that Articles 125 and 136 of the KZSRJ were so vaguely worded and were
interpreted in such ways thal, as a result, any type of factual circumstances could result in
convictions. In the end, defendants wers bound to deny anyinvolvement with the UCK. This
situation clearly affected the fairness of the proceedings.

In the "Pec group” trial the defendants were mostly elderly men, and most were farmers, one being
a doctor and one a schoolteacher. All defendants pleaded not guilty. The OSCE-KVM noted that
there was no evident proaof of any eriminal activity or membership of the UCK, except a list of
alleged UCK members found by the police which included some of the defendants’ names. Some
defendants complained that they were mistakenly arvested due to this list, as they had common
names which were the same as those of several other people in the same villagef?

The following factual situation illustrates how a lawful activity could be interpreted as to
constitute the crime of "conducting hostile activities" under these particular dispositions of the
Yugoslav law

Son of a Serbian mother, the accused is a medical doctor currently finishing his
degree ot a Pristina State University. As a general practitioner he had worked in an
ambulancein Klina from 1988, He had been asked by the UCK to work for them,
which he hadrefused. He had lefi his village due to the general feeling of insecurity
... He never treated any persons who he could identify as wounded UCK saldiers,
although once he examined a civiian who had been wounded lightly by a grenade
and had been brought by a known persen in UCK uniform. His medical supplies were
entirely of civilian use According to a witness in the trial, the doctor served only
civilian people... during summer 1998. The accused denied he ever treated seriously
wounded persons. An employment certificate issued by the ambulance [station] in
Klina shows that the accused was still employed there and never quitted o join the
UCK. .
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It was never proven that the accused had joined the UCK and that he had become a
“terrorist doctor”. As his defence lawyer pointed out, according to Yugoslav law, it
iz a criminal offence for a doctar to refuse medical aid to anyone

He was found guilty of charges under Article 136 KZSRJ as the court believes that he did give
medical aid to wounded UCK scldiers, yet due to his humanitarian motivation, the sentence was
mitigated 1o seven months of imprisonment. As he had already spent more than five months in
prison, he was released 41

Differences in sentences

It 15 often difficult to compare sentences given in criminal cases, as factual settings vary, In
Kosovo, however, a certain pattern emerged whereby individuals accused in "higher profile”
cases, such as the trial of the "Urosevac group”, the majority of them influential in their
community as political and humanrights activists, would generally incur longer prison sentences
than convicted individuals who were lesswell known.

In other cases, as international attention intensified, comparable "unlawful" conduct could result in
noticeably lesser sentences than in cases that had not attracted such attention. For example, in the
"Pec group" trial, as noted above, the doctor was sentenced to seven months’ imprisonment while,
in a trial held in Prizven in August 1998, three young women student activists were sentenced to
two years' imprisonmment for having put together and conducted a first aid course.

It is Iikely also that the international attention given to the Municipal Court trial in Pec of Fatima
Boshnjaku (see above and the entry for Djakovica municipality), combined with the particular
political and diplomatic climate in mid-February 1999, contributed to the unexpected passing of a
sentence equivalent to time served, whereby she was released.

Judieial review and obstacles to appeal

The possibility of obtaining judicial review is an important factor in the overall fairness of the
judicial process. In Kosovo, during the period covered by the report, that possibility was almost
non-existent, as written verdicts, the starting point in the appeal process *2 were not handed
down. After discussing the situation with judges in the District Courts, the OSCE-KVM
summanzed the situation in thismanner:

Alarmingly, most judges have not issued official verdicts since October {998, Thus, a
formally correct appeal to the Supreme Court in Belgrade has not been possible...
Judges admit that delays occur, but deny responsibility as they blame it on "the
situation”, the extraordinary workload, and the slow translation, as all documents
have to be translated into the native language of the defendant. Insiders suspect that

a certain reluctance to deal with the case might be connected with the lack of
evidence, as judges are to give detailed and comprehensive reasons for the court's
decision 43

Males
| UNHCHR trial monitoring report, Amnesty International "Human Rights Crisis in Kosovo Province", June 1998,
2 A general amnesty for political erimes was also contained in the draft fext of the "Interim Agreement for Peacend Self

Government in Kosovo" {the Rambouillet Agreement), which however, was never agresd by thegevemment of Serbin:
“Each Party (a) shall not prosecute anyone for crimes related to the conflict in Kosovoexcept for persons accused of
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having commited serious violations of intemational humanitarian fae . (b) shill grant & generst amnesty for all persons
already convicted of committing politically motivated crimes related to theenfiat in Kosovo, This amnesty shall not
apply 1o those properly convieled of commilting serious viclations ofaternational humanitarian lw at 4 Fair and apen
trial conducted pursuant to international standards.” Article I¥Confidence-building measures), al. 12 (Datention of
Combatants and Jostice lssues).

3 Information from UNHOHR,

# Information given te the OSCE since its re-entry into Kosovo in Jane 1999 indicates that courts in Kosoveontinued w
hesir eases during the period afler 24 March,

3 District Court Pristing, K 138/88; between 11 January and 5 Fesranry, 28 persons charged, nine defendantspresent, 17
tried in ahsentia, two more defendants died in custody (" Urosevae group™ trial).

& District Court Pec, K 144/98; 15, 16 and 17 February, 14 defendants {Pec Trials Cuse 193,

! Most prominently the case against Fatina Boshnjaku at the Dijakovica Municipal Court. This was in exception,
however, ince the competent judge al Pec District Court hid refiused (o tike the case. A Supreme Count decisionitien
refered the case tme level down, (o the Muonicipal Cour

¥ OSCE-KVM monitors had difficulties in monitoring trials in the Municipal Courts in Pristing, Urossvae/Ferizaj and
Flina/Blina, In Klina, for example, the local Municipal Court President furionsly refused any coniact with the
OSCE-KVM, and even conststent fendly approaches and interventions from the level of the higher courts in theourse
of two months eould nol resalve this,

¥ A5 recounted by OSCE-KVM ial monitons

" Podujevo municipality was put under the jurisdiction of the District Court of Kursumlije, in Serbia proper. Trinls
falling under the jurisdiction of this municipality would thus be held in Kursumlje and consequently could not be
monitored by the OSCE-EVM,

Il For an explanation of the competence of the Prokuplje court over Podujevo municipality see n. 6,

12 This iz simply the retitled criminal code of the Socinlist Fedem| Republic of Yugoslovia (SFRY), the pre-1992
Yugoskav stale

13 Dyakovica Municipal Coun, trial of Futima Boshnjaku on 17 February 1999, bill of charges.

14 Anticle 139, (1) The offender shall be puniched by imprigonment for not less than 10 years or by the deattpenalty for
a criminal act refecred 1o in ... article 136, paragraph | of this law, which brought about the death of aperson ar caused
danger o human lives, or was conpled by heavy violence or a large-scale destction, or whicled to the endangerment
of the security, economic or militicy power of the country, or in other particularly heavgases. (2) The sentence defined
in paragraph 1 of this article shall be imposed also on those who commit a criminahet referred (o in... article 136,
paragraphs | and 2 of this law in 2 stale of war or in the caze of i imminent wardanger.

15 As recounted by O3CE-KVM trial manitors.
15 Sumrnarized Fom the OSCE-KVM roporting of the "Urasevac group™ trial.

17 Alsp, the so-called "Panda Bar" incident in Pec (gee Pec municipulity eniry) was never properly investigated,
according 1o suspects' defence lowyvers.

I8 As noted by OSCE-KVM members, this standard phrase was uttered by Investigating Judges especially duninghe
series of murders near Pec in January and February 19959,

1% Summarizéd from the OSCE-KVM reporting of the Urosevas group iral

2 prticle 23(4) of the Constitution of the FRY state that !.. The detained persan must be promptly informed of hisight
to remain silent.” Furthermore, sccording to Article 218 (2] ZKP, "afler the acoused has boen informed of theharges
against him and the groonds on which he is snspected, he shall be asked what he has to say in hidefence, and he shall be
1old that he need not present his defence nor answer the quesiions pul to him.” Sée alscArticle 14(3)(g) of the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR).
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*1 Article 14(3)(b) ICCPR, Article 74 ZKP: "(1) If the accused is in custody and has been examined, defence counsel
may comespond and talk to him. (2) The investigative judge may order that .. the sccused may converse wilthdefence
counsel only in his presence of in the presence of some particular official. (3) When the examination izompleted . . the
accused may not be prohibited from freely corresponding and conversing with his defencesunsel without surveillance, *

2 From OSCE-KVM reporting of the "Urosevac group® trial.
 Final repont from the Terrorist Trial in the District Court of Gnjilane on 16 and 17 Felbiruary

W Article 4(2) ZIP. Article 73 ZKP (1) Afler the decieion i= rendered 1o conduct the etmimation or aiter the bill of
indictment has been brought without an examination .., or even before that if the individual has been examined(ier
charges have been brought, defence counsel has the right to examine the record and the physical evidencihat has been
assembled. () As an exception, during preliminary proceedings, before the indictment has been brought, examinstion of
certain documents or certain items of physical evidence by the defence connsel may béemporiarily restrieled if particular
reasons of national defence or nations) secunty so require,”

4 The clieat died on 17 August 1998 a5 a result of torture allegedly inflicted by members of the SDE

26 Article 7(2) ZEP | "4 Il a judicial proceeding or the trial i not conducted in the fnnguage of that personprovision
hall be made for oral transtation o the testimony

7 OSCE-KVM, Final report from the Terrorist Trial in the District Court of Gnjfluse.
24 As recounted by OSCE-KVM trinl monitors.

2% From OSCE-KVM reporting of the "Pee group” trial, When the OSCE-KVM requested court authorities toreconsides
the presence of heavily armed police in the courtroom, the president of the court referred to in incidenin 1998 when twa
prison guards were shot in & courtroom during a hearing. What he omitted 10 mention, howeverwas that they had been
ghol by another policeman who was obviously mentally disturbed,

30 Article 10 ZRP addresses the basic rule further specified in the Yugosiav Criminal Cade; *Ii is forbidden and
punishable fo extorta confession or any other statement from an acensed or other person particlpating iproceedings.”
Article 218 (8) ZKP states that "The statement or confession may not be extoried from the aceusedby the use of force,
threat or sinvilar means, (10) IF action is taken conrmry o he provisions of para. (€], & coart decision muy not be
based en the testimeny of the accused. " Also stated in Asticle 25(3) FRY Constitution, anddriicle 15, UN Convention
afaingsl Terture and alther Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment,

‘I OSCE-KVM, Reponian the Trial of the "Pristina Group”.

*2 A test wherchy  coat ol paraffin is applied to the hands of suspects and later analysed in order tn determinevhether
explosive residues were present,

43 OSCE-KVM, Trml Repart on Procesdings in Prizren Digtriet Court 22 December 1998,

I OSCE-KVM reporting of the "Pee group” trinl. Later, the docoment in question was shown to a local UCE
commander, who confirmed thai the person accused had never been a member of the UCK and that the docnmenyas o

forgery.

45 For cxample, the "Prsting group” trinl.

34 [t should be noted, in this context, that it was a witness court arder which served as a basis for an palice operation on
25 and 26 November 1997 in Vojnik {Srbica}, during which the police came under fire by the UCK. Inretalintion, the
police remmed and started shooting indiscriminately, killing a Kogove Albanian teacher. Thisncident was a trigger for
the escalation of tensions between the police and the UCK in late 1957,

37 Article 27(3) FRY Constitution; Article 3, ZKE.

38 For examiple, the "Pristing group® trial,

39 Article 347 ZKP: "(1) The court shall base its verdict solely on the facts snd evidence presented in the irial {2Fhe
court has (o conscientiously evaluale each peace of evidence individually and to frame a conclusion s tehether the fict

has been proved in connection with the other evidence and on the basis of that assessmentAriicle 375(7); "T!u: court
shall specifically and completely state which facts and on what grounds if finds to bproven or unproven, furnishing
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specifically in assessment of the credibility of contmdictory evidence, the reasonsvhy it did not sustain the various
motions of the principals, the reasons why it decided not 1o hear a witness orxpert in persan whose testimany ar written
finding and opinion were read without the consent of the principals .., the reasons guiding it in mling on paints of law,
and especially in asceraining whether i crime was committed andwhether the accused was criminally responsible and in
applying specific provisions of the criminal code 1o thescoused and to his acts,”

40 OSCE-KVM reporting of the "Pec group" trial. Reports note that the OSCE-KVM was in possession of a oopy ofhe
list mentioned,

AT From the "Pec group” Lrial

42 Article 356 (1) ZKP: "A verdict which has been announced must be prepared in writing within 8 days from its
annguncement, or, i complicated cases and 25 an exception, wilhin 15 days.” This is relevant for the exercise ofhe right

ter appeal, as according to Article 339(1) the acewsed “may fle an appeal against the verdict rendered inhe first instonce
within 15 days from the date when the copy of the verdict was delivered". Article 14(5) ICCPRstates the right to sppeal.

43 Manual for OSCE-KVM Trial Monitoring, Februnry 1999,

Gonlanis Pravious Panxt
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ols|Cle KOSOVO / KOSOVA As Seen, As Told

PART Ill : The violation of human rights in Kosove fChapfer 11)

Contents Previous e

OTHER FORMS OF PERSECUTION

Intimidation and Harassment

When the OSCE-KVM deployed into Kosavo, there was a general restriction of freedom of
mpvement within the provinee, Over and above the physical restrictions implemented by the
Serbian police (checkpoints, random ID checks), this was the product of a prevaling climate of
fear.

Freedom of movement restrictions were applied in Kosovo out of public emergency
considerations, but the severity and excessiveness of the measures taken, and their
dispropertionate nature relative to the situation suggest that harassment of and the spreading of
fear among the population constituted a purpose in itself. Among Kosovo Albanians, a
considerable proportion of all complaints made to theOSCE-KVM Human Rights Division
featured accounts of harassment, the confiscation of IDs and arrests at checkpoints. Because of
repeated incidents where Kosovo Albanians were harassed,ill-treated, or arbitrarily arrested when
stopped at checkpoints, particularly when travelling by bus, theOSCE-KVM began ta deploy
personnel to monitor bus routes, with a discemible positive impact. For example, on 19 February
1959 the OSCE-KVM monitored two bus routes in the Kosovska Mitrovica area in response to

earlier incidents of harassment. That day no passengers were detainedor ill-treated 1

For its part the UCK was also culpable of spreading fear with the consequence of restricting
movement. Among Kosovo Serbs, as well as elements of the Kosove Albanian population, there
was 4 fear of abduction by the UCK (see also Chapter 8, Missing persons, and Chapter 19,
Kosovo Serbs).

While the OSCE-KVM was deployed inside Kosovo, other issues of intimidation and harassment
to which it was alerted by Kosovo Albanians imcluded cases of house searches (usually for
weapons), TD checks and police presence and harassment at schools. Furthermore, there were
quite a few cases of extortion by either the security forees or the UCK. Examples of all of these
violations appear in thisreport in Part V, The municipalities,

Denial of access to health care

The FRY is a party to the entire range of relevant international human rights instruments
prohibiting discrimination on ethnic and other grounds.

In the period of the OSCE-KVM deployment in Kosovo the Human Rights Division received
complaints of violations of certain economic and social rights as a result of discrimination based
on ethnicity. Kosovo Albanians complained about discrimination in work (access to wark and at
work), and in property title rights. However, the need to respond to daily events relating to the
conflict had the consequence that such cases received a low priority. There was no possibility for
extensive follow-up before the mission evacuated on 20 March 1999,

Another issue provoking complaints of discrimination was access to healthcare and quality of
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healthcare. This was followed up by the OSCE-KVM while in Kosovo. The issue of deprivation of
access to health care became an acute concern in the period after 20 March, as reported to the
OSCE-KVM by refugees.

The situation before 20 March 1999

The problems of restriction of access to healthcare and medical assistance in Kosovo were
manifold. The first problem a Kosovo Albanian would encounter was travelling the physical
distance to a medical facility. The Serbian drivers of the ambulances and the intemational medical
non-governmental organizations often were too afraid of going outside the major cities due to the
uncertain security situation. As alluded to above, the lengthy 1D checks, risk of arrest, detention
and other harassment at checkpoints, and the general level of fear resulted in very little movement
especially after dark. Another aspect of the problem was evident when Kosovo Albanians reached
the hospital. They had to get past heavily armed police officers who patrolled both outside and
inside hospital premises. If the patient succeeded in getting into the hospital, some medical staff
discriminated against Kosovo Albanians either by refusing medical assistance or by giving Kasovo
Serbs preferential treatment. The result was increased fear and intimidation in an already stressful
situation.

OSCE-KVM human rights officers visited many patients at hospital in Pristina/Prishtina. Apart
from the poor conditions in this hospital, the OSCE-KVM had reason to believe that Kosovo
Albanians were systematically discriminated against in the exercise of their right to access to
health care. Kosovo Albanians were arbitrarily charged for their treatment, while Serbs did not
have to pay.2 Furthermore, the conditions in the wards used for Kosovo Albanians were
significantly worse than in the wardswhere Serb soldiers stayed for treatment. In early January
1999, after protracted consultations, the OSCE-KVM was allowed general aceess, but not to
those patients who were under police investigation2 However, this limitation was waived when
the OSCE-KVM interviewed the survivors of the Racak mass killing who were being treated in
Pristina hospital (for details on the Racak masskilling in January see Part V, under the entry for
Stimlje municipality). Generally, OSCE-KVM humamrights officers were given access to the
intensive care unit but only after the staff had time to "clean uppatients" before they entered. The
OSCE-KVM suspected that ill-treatment occurred but never found evidence. The intensive care

unit had armed police officers outgide at all times. They restrictedentry into the unit4

The OSCE-KVM was denied access to the hospital on 7 March afier the Emshirova incident in
Pristina (an extensive and violent search operation in which 37 Kosovo Albanians were injured by
police, following the killing of two police and the wounding of a third) and after a bomb attack in
Podujevo on 3 March, as is described in Part V under Pristina city and Podujeve respectivelys

(For account of similar problems in gaining access to patients under police investigation at
Djakovica/Gjakova hospital see Part V, under the entry for Gjakovica municipality.)

The situation after 20 March 1999

After the withdrawal of the OSCE-KVM and start of the NATO bombing of the FRY, refugee
staternents reveal how the situation in Pristina haspital deteriorated. Snipers positioned themselves
on top of the hospital buildings, terrorizing the patients and killing several people outsidé
Judging by accounts given by refugees, the response to Kosovo Albanians seeking medical
assistance became¢ven more arbitrary. One interviewee said that his wife and daughter were only
accepted in the hospital on 27 March because he was a medical employee. Otherwise, he said, the
only Kosovo Albanians to be treated were those who brought their own medicines, He observed
that over the following weeks more and more V] and police amived and used the hospital to store

ammunition.
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On 25 March a Kosove Albanian interviewee who was stabbed by paramilitaries or armed civilians
was successfully operated on in Pristina hospital, but the foliowing day a Kosovo Albanian girl
was refused treatment. A sniper had shot her in a village outside Pristina. The father took her -
with the permission of the police - to Pristina hospital, but a doctor (named in report) refused to
operate on the girl She died two days later at home. At the end of March and beginning of April,
the V] told the remaining Kosove Albanian employees that they should leave and not come back.
Kesovo Albanian patients were also sent out of the hospital and sometimes beaten outside. The

free space was used to accommodate Serb families seeking protection from the NATO bombings.
Wounded VJ and police were also given priority

Several intorviews indicate that staff at the hospital in Gnjilane were rejecting seriously wounded
people. Wounded Kosovo Albanians were either rejected with no explanation or told they should
seck medical assistance from NATO or that there was "no space available for terrorists”? There is
4 similar account concerning Prizren. An interviewee recounted how his daughter was shot in the
hip by police when they attacked the house where she was staying in the village of Sopina/Sopine
(Suva Reka/Suhareke) on 26 March. A local man took her to hospital in Prizren, as she was
bleeding badly from the wound, but they were turned away by unidentified people at the hospital
who told them "go to NATO". The family set off for Albania, but the injured woman died on the
way, on a tractor trailer, from her wound 10

Notes

| However, the driver on one bus roile was arrested and fined after completing his route. He was questioned shouthe
UCK, snd was given no explanation for the fine, MLGGO0A20S,

* The OSCE-KVM noted how arbitrry the charging of some persons was when the mission members accompanisd
Kpsovo Albanian fimily which was agked 1o pay for complicated surgery. As soon as the OSCE-KVMuestioned this
policy. the man was lal po without paying OSCE-KVM, RC 5, "Human Rights Office”, February 995

3 OSCE-KVM HQ, "Weskly Report 4-10 January 1999,

1 DSCE-KW, huttin rghts officer,

3 PE/OA/0024/99; OSCE-EVM, RC 5, *Daily Sitreps”, 7 and 17 March 1999,

§ M/D499; M1204; M/1208; M/1312, M1747 (March and April).

7 Muny eivilian houses and atmost all public buildings, including medical facilities, were used 1o store or hidmilitary
lardware or a3 locations for snipers. In Urosevae/ Ferizaj, for example, the V] moved (heir command centrewedipons:
and ammunition 10-a local ambulanse and health centre: MY0#17; MOS55; B0TE 1 M/1048; M/ 127 M/ 1202;

W/ 1496,

8 A/0902; MAOD0E, M/DD0S; M/0320; MIDAST:; M/O499; M/1202; M/130T, M/1483 (gave the name of the Serb doctor
who did not help); M/1528. One interviewee who worked in the margue said that after the OSCE-KVM left destbodies
were only returned upon payment of DM 500, According to M/0321 two doctors allegedly falsifiediocuments and

handed out falss identities of viclims.
¥ MI0244; MI0435; MAOSTS, MA0SS

10 AMET4, He recounted also that the wamin's hushand, mother-in-law, o cousin and thres neighbours were alsdeilled
in {he attack on Sopina on 16 March

Conlenls Preious il
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2 KOSOVO / KOSOVA As Seen, As Told

PART 1ll : The viclation of human rights in Kosevo (Chapter 12)

i

Contents Pravious et

———rrh

DELIBERATE DESTRUCTION OF CIVILIAN
PROPERTY, LOOTING AND PILLAGE

In the period of OSCE-KVM monitoring, and especially in the period of the escalation of the
armed conflict from 20 March, deliberate destruction of civilian property, looting and pillage were
defining characteristics of the actions of the Yugoslav and Serbian forces. These attacks on
property appear to have had a threefold purpose: they were meant to weaken and undermine the
Kosovo Albanian population, to serve as an additional profit incentive for the military and secunity
forces and their collaborators, and to destroy houses to ensure that the population did not return
after expulsion.

Pillage and destruction of property are prohibited under Articles 4 (2) (g), 14 and 16 of the 1977
Protocol 1T Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 These prohibitions are
general in scope, and concemn not only organized millage but also pillage through individual acts
without the consent of the military authorities. The Federal Repulilic of Yugoslavia, as a High
Contracting Party to Additional Protocol 11, is not only obliged to stop individual pillage, but alse
to prevent those acts. ! Criminal offences such as theft, robbery and blackmail are also forbidden
under the Criminal Code of Serbia.

The findings during the time when the OSCE-KVM was deployed in Kosovo, and to a greater
extent the analysis of the refugee statements taken by the OSCE-KVM in Albania and the former
Yugoslay Republic of Macedonia, lead to the conclusion that in Kesovo civilian property was
systematicallydamaged or destroyed and looting and pillage was a commaon ccourrence.

This chapter gives an overview of the phenomena of
destruction of civilian property, looting and pillage in
Kosovo. Examples given are indicative. For more
detailed examples and an indication of the scale based en
the frequency with which incidents were reported to the
QOSCE-KVM, this chapter should be read in conjunction
with the entries in Part ¥V, The municipalities.

Violations during the OSCE-KVM deployment inside "
Kosovo :

The patiern of looting that was reported and observed
from January 1999 appears to have precedents during
and after security operations that took place in 1998, as a
result of which wholevillages had been left deserted,
Throughout the OSCE-KVM presence it was difficult to

corroborate the allegations of villagers that their A destroyed house, Gladno
possessions were being looted, as the Serbian forces Selo/Glianaselle  [zoom]

regularly denied the OSCE-KVM patrols access to the
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areas of concern 2 In a number of incidents throughout Kosove, however, the damage and
destruction could be documented after the mili tary/securityoperation had ended. Throughout the
reporting period Serbian forces also extorted, blackmailed androbbed Kosovo Albanians of their
private property.

Wanton destruction, looting and pillage in the course of Serbian mifitarysecurity operations

In this period the most common and severe cases including looting, pillage and the wanton
destruction of property occurred during and after cordon and search operations. In January and
February 1999 itseemed that in most cases the perpatrators were VI forces. The patterns of those
offensives weresimilar: the VJ shelled the area with heavy military materiel and the villagers fled
either in advance or after the shelling started As soon as the villages were empty, the perpetrators
entered and looted the houses, some of which they ransacked. They loaded their booty onto trucks
and cccasionally set fireto houses

It appears that the V] at first tried to conceal their actions from the OSCE-KVM, sealing off the
area of operation and not allowing OSCE-KVM patrals in "for OSCE's own security” For

— example, this was the case in Tenes Do/Tenezhdoll (Pristina/Prishtina) in January 1999, It was
reported that VI forces entered the village on 17 January and all the inhabitants fled to the hills,
From there the villagers could observe the V1 locting the houses and leading trucks2 On 31
January an OSCE-KVM patrol escorted several civilians on their way back to Tenes Do where
they found their houses ransacked and looted # Around the same time palice looted villages in
Kosovska Mitrovica/Mitrovice municipality and around 5,000 people fled their homes. When they
returned, accompanied by the OSCE-KVM, they found their houses had been ransecked and some
objects destroyed. [n two houses objects had been thrown mto the wells and 15 litres of cooking
oil had been apparently poured into one family's water source

By early March the V] and police werecamrying
out acts of deliberate destruction and looting
sometimes in plain sight of theQOSCE-KVM,
and the mission wasrecording such destruction,
looting and pillage in many locations in Kaosovo
On 16 March, during VJ "winter exercises” in
2. Vuertm/Vushtrr municipality, anOSCE-KVM
’ patrol saw a T-53 tank drive into the Vucitm
town barracks with looted household items
loaded on the rear deck, including a refrigerator
and chairs.5 In villages in Kosovska Mitrovica _
municipalityOSCE-KVM venfiers witnessed
VI sul::ll::erﬂ carrying out household items; ChaiGiramenpe  fodm)
including television setsand furniture. In Podujevo municipality villagers reportedsimilar activities,
7 In Kacanik/Kacanik municipality, villagers were displaced, their houses plunderedyandalized
and sometimes burned mearly March 8

Other forms of pillage and destruction of property

Another form of pillage, widely reported to the OSCE-KVM while deployed in Kosovo and
foreshadowing the most common experience of Kosovo Albanians fleeing or forcibly expelled in
the period after 20 March, was the extortion of money at police checkpoints. There were also
incidents of thefi or extortion from shops or restaurants. Another common occurrence was that
IDPs found their houses or apartments occupied by police or VI officers when they attempted to

returm. The [DPs often tried in vain to regain their property through court procedures.2
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areas of concern.2 In a number of incidents throughout Kosove, however, the damage and
destruction could be documented after the military/securityoperation had ended. Throughout the
reporting period Serbian forces also extorted, blackmailed androbbed Kosovo Albanizns of their
private property.

Wanton destruction, looting and pillage in the course of Serbian military/security operations

Ini this period the most cormmon and severe cases including looting, pillage and the wanton
destruction of property occurred during and after cordon and search operations. In January and
February 1999 it seemed that in most cases the perpetrators were V) forces. The patterns of those
offensives weresimilar: the VJ shelled the area with heavy military materiel and the villagers fled
either in advance or after the shelling started. As soon as the villages were emply, the perpetrators
entered and looted the houses, some of which they ransacked. They loaded their booty onto trucks
and occasionally set fireto houses

It appears that the VJ at first tried to conceal their actions from the OSCE-KVM, sealing off the
area of operation and not allowing OSCE-KVYM patrols in "for OSCE's own security”. For
example, thiswas the casc in Tenes Do/Tenezhdoll (Pristina/Prishtina) in January 1999 It was
reported that VI forces entered the village on 17 January and all the inhabitants fled to the hills.
From there the villagers could cbserve the V) looting the houses and loading trucks.2 On 31
January an OSCE-KVM patrol escorted several civilians on their way back to Tenes Do where
they found their houses ransacked and looted 4 Around the same time police looted villages in
Kosovska Mitroviea/Mitrovicemunicipality and around 5,000 people fled their homes. When they
returned, accompanied by the OSCE-KVM, they found their houses had been ransacked and some
objects destroyed. In two houses objects had been thrown into the wells and 15 litres of cooking
o1l had been apparently poured into one family's water source 2

By early March the V] and police werecarrying
out acts of deliberate destruction and looting
sometimes in plain sight of theDSCE-KVM,
and the mission was recording such destruction,
looting and pillage in many locations in Kosovo.
On 16 March, during VJ "winter exercises” in
Wucttrn/™ushtm munictpality, anQSCE-KVM
patrol saw a T-35 tank drive into the Vucitm
town barracks with looted household items
loaded o the rear deck, including a refrigerator
and chairs.® In villages in Kosovska Mitrovica
municipalityOSCE-KVM verifiers witnessed '

V1 soldiers carrying out household items, ClresQires mozque [zoom]

meluding television setsand furniture. In Podujeve municipality villagers reportedsimilar activities.
I In Kacanik/Kacanik municipality, villagers were displaced, their houses plunderedyandalized
and sometimes burned inearly March 8

Other forms of pillage and destruction of property

Another form of pillage, widely reported to the OSCE-KVM while deployed in Kosovo and
foreshadowing the most common experience of Kosovo Albanians fleeing or forcibly expelled in
the period after 20 March, was the extortion of money at police checkpoints. There were also
incidents of theft or extortion from shops or restaurants. Another common occurrence was that
IDPs found their houses or apartments oceupied by police or V1 officers when they attempted to

return. The IDPs often tried in vain to regain their property through court procedures.2
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Deliberate destruction of property, looting and pillage during the State of War

As was the case for all other violations of human rights and humanitarian law, the prevalence and
the severity of destruetion of eivilian property, looting and pillage increased significantly after the
OSCE-KVM withdrawal and even more after the NATO air campaign started. Out of the nearly
2,800 refugee statements taken by the OSCE-KVM in this period, very few were without mention
of such experiences,

The above-described patterns of VI and pelice offensives against communities continued
simultaneously across the entire province, and with destruction on a much larger scale. It appears
that in most cases the shelling of villages was without legitimate military objective. If one were to
view the denial of provisions and support to the UCK as an "imperative military objective”, it still
would have been necessary for the armed forces to distinguish between military ohjectives and
civilian objects. Intemnational humanitarian law prohibits the wanton destruction of property,
excessive in comparisonto the direct and concrete military advantage gained ! The buming of
homes and property of Kosovo Albanians as they were being expelied was widespread. The amival
of VI, police and paramilitari¢s ina village or a town neighbourhood would usually be followed by
theft or destruction of property (including livestock in the villages) and extortion of money. One
refugee related

Police entered the village [of Celina/Celine (Orahovac)] and went into the houses 1o
take money and jewellery. They separated the men and a VI commander said for DM
10,600 he would spare the young men from killing. Then the villagers .. gathered

the money and gave it to him. Then the VI released the men .. After police escorted
the villagers to the main road, there was no police presence for three days. Then
police returned and set the [Kosovo] Albanian houses on fire after stealing all that
they could load on trucks (military and civilian trucks taken from the [Kosove)
Albanians earlier). They also stole animals, including cows. 11

Of course, as is graphically described elsewhere in this report, numerous other human
rights violations were perpetrated against Kosovo Albanian civilians in the context of
their forced expulsion.

Specific targeis for deliberate destruction

The Yugoslav and Serbian forces made a point of destroying butldings of communal value to the
Kosovo Albanian population, such as the Koha Ditore newspaper printing house in Pristina, a
private clinic in Pristina, and Mother Teresa Society premises in Pristina, Kacanik, and
Stimlje/Shtime12 Kosovo Albanian-owned shops were also a specific target of looting throughout
Kosovo. Although the destruction of homes was very generalized across Kosovo, refugee
statements also indicated that property of local OSCE-KVM staff and others associated with the
OSCE-KVM were particularly targeted (se¢ Chapter 22: Groups in Kosovo Albanian society
particularly targeted for human rights violations).

Furthermore certain religious or cultural objects were damaged or destroyed. This, despite the fact
that conflicting parties are according to Article 16 Additional Protocol [ committed not to direct
any acts of hostility against such objects. In March and April the League of Prizren building,
which is listedby UNESCO in the "Register of Cultural Property under Special Protection was
darnaged by tank fire. In Djakovica/Gjakova town police and paramilitaries set the old market
quarter, with traditional Kosovo Albanian architecture, on fire]2 The destruction of mosques was
also widespread. The mosques were destroyed during shelling campaignal® when military
equipment was put in the building!3 or there was 4 deliberate attack on a mosque 16 Some 200
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mosques were allegedly damaged ordestroyed. 11 In early June, just befere the Yugaslav/Serbian
forces left Kosovo after the withdrawal agreement, they inflicted major destruction on the historic

centre and the market area as well as to the traditionally Kosovo Albanian residential areas in Pec.
15

Specific objects of looting and pillage

Another systemnatic feature was the killing of cattle and livestock in the rural areas, which is
prohibited under Article 14 of Additional Protocol I1. There are numerous references to this in
statements from Kosovo Albanians expelled from villages. For example, over 2,000 cows were
allegedly stolen fromvillagers and taken to a cattle farm in Reka/Reke (Kacanik)!? Tn some
places catile and other livestock were simply shot dead or bumed alive by the attacking Yugoslav
and Serbian forces. The objective of this practice was clearly to wreck rural Kosovo Albanians®
means of economic survival. Moreover, dead animals were sometimes thrown into wells in order
to contaminate the drinking water, 22 while convoys of 1DPs were often robbed of the scarce
supplies of food they camed with them: One interviewee describes how in late April he saw looted
cattle being transported from the hillsdown to Luzane and thence by lorry to Serhia 21

Serbian forces, especially police, also confiscated many vehicles, Cars were taken either when
police raided homes and villages, or they simply took them on the streets, particularly from people
who were fleeing, whom they told instead to go to the train station22 Especially in the towns the
authorities sought to maintain an air of |egitimacy by sometimes issuing documents of
confiscation, Even ifKosovo Albanians managed to reach the border by car or tractor, it often
happened that they had to leave the vehicle behind before crossing the border23

Extortion of money

One of the most evident conclusions of the analysis of the refugee statements is that almost all the
perpetrators, but especially the paramilitaries, had financial benefit as a mative for the human
rights violations they perpetrated on Kosovo Albanians.

Extortions were carried out at virtually every stage of the expulsion of Kosovo Albanians: in the
villages, on the road in IDP columns, on trains and buses, at the border. An interviewee expelled
from Letance/Letance (Podujevo) said:

When we amived in Podujeve we were immediately surrounded by V1, police,
paramilitaries and local Serbs from the town. They opened a list with the names of
[Kosava] Albanians. When they came to our surname they immediately said they
knew that my 75-year-old uncle had money and they gave him 20 minutes to find
DM 30,000, They ordered one member of my family to callect the gold from the
women. My uncle told them he did not have it, he only had DM 12,000, They took
this money and proceeded to beat him severely with rifie butts. They brought two
trucks, looted the home, and took one Mercedes truck and three cars. The process
was repeated in other houses, mare than DM 500,000 and [a large quantity of] gold
were extorted 24

Often Kosovo Albanian's were forced to surrender money, gold and other valuables, cars or
tractors in return for someone's life. For example, one man said that paramilitaries took him out of
a bus and told that if he did not pay DM 1,000 they would kill everybody on the bus. It was even
more common for them to take away a close family member and threaten the hostage with death,

beating or rape if they did not get the money they demanded2S
It has been reported in the international media that paramilitary units such as "Arkan's Tigers" and
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the "White Eagles" included men recruited from prisons in Serbia. The incentive to participate in
the forced expulsion of the Kosovo Albanian population was not only that those prisoners were
promized early release, but also that they were told that they could make as much as DM 10,000
or DM 20,000 a month. Extra money was paid for special tasks such as destroying an entire
villageZ€ The fact that financial gain was such a predominant motive for perpetrators, explains
why paramilitarieswere reporied by refugees to have asked local Serbs to provide them with lists
of wealthy Kosovo Albanians2? More common in refugee statements, hawever, are descriptions
of paramilitaries carrying out indiscriminate searches for poods, valuables and maney.

A brutal group of paramilitaries apparently acted in the north-east of Pristina, near the village of
Grastica/Grashtice (Pristina) through which many IDPs from Podujeve municipality passed. The
patterns of extortion in this area were threefold: either the paramilitaries took children and
threatened their parents or other relatives that the hostage would be killed unless a requested
amount of meney was paid, Those families that had enough money on them, had their hostages
released 28 If the blackmailed Kosovo Albanians were not able to pay the high sums from DM 500
up to several thousand deutschmarks, the hostages were sometimes beaten up or abducted, but
most likely immediately killed2® The most unfortunate families gave money, but still their relatives
were killed without any further explanation why39 A more detailed descriptian of these evenis is
given in Paart V, Pristina, the municipality excluding Pristina city.

The widely reported phenomenon of the canfiscation of identity documentation from Kosovo
Albanians as they were being forcibly expelled 1s covered in Chapter 14, Forced Expulsion.
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QISIC KOSOVO / KOSOVA As Seen, As Told
PART Il : The vialation of human rights in Kesova (Chapter 13
Contanls Previous Next
HUMAN SHIELDS

and other endangerment of non-combatants duringmilitary
operations

Protection of civilians and non-combatants in armed conflict extends to prohibiting their use to
tnfluence military operations. The principle is set out specifically in international humanitarian law
regulating international armed conflict, where prohibitions include using the civilian population or
individual civilians to “shield, favour or impede” points or areas from military operations. Parties
to a conflict are also prohibited from moving individuals or groups of civilians to shield military
objectives from attack.! This prohibition on the use of "human shields" is closely linked to two
other principles, common to beth intemational and internal armed conflict. One prohibits the
taking of hostages 2 The other prohibits harming those "not actively taking part in hostilities'?

(For further details on the applicable law see Chapter 2, The OSCE-KVM human rights operation,
subheading " A state of armed conflict - legal definition".)

Civilians or detainees used to protect armed forces from NATO attacks

NATO's stated objective, when it launched air operations against the Federal Republic of

Yugoslaviaon 24 March 1999, was "to attack Yugoslav military and security forces and

associated facilites withsufficient effect to degrade its capacity to continue repression of the

civilian population and to deter its further military actions against his own people™t NATO forces

were known to be using satellite imagery, and were also probably provided with information from .
the ground about possible targets. Many reports emerged of Yugoslav forces stashing ammunition | 4,,~
in civilian locations, moving policeadministrative structures to civilian buildings, and conducting | etrg,,
other activities in order to make targeting more difficult. Accusations quickly emerged from ’?‘T""
Kosove Albanians and journalists that Yugoslavauthorities were deliberately concealing their E‘:ﬂ"&‘
equipment in locations which jeopardized KosovoAlbanian civilians or detaimees. Furthermore, Aaeiy!
movements, or Testriction of movement, of the civilianpopulation itself at times had at least the ~ * "t/
appearance of protecting military objects, sites or personnel, At a minimum, it was clear that

armed forces were prepared to endanger civilians for their own objectives of military deterrence.

Most interviewees who said they were used as human shields based their claims on the proximity & g

of their location or movements to military equipment or personnel® Two interviewees who were fesry
forced to remain in their vehicles at military barracks in Djeneral Jankovic/Hani i Blezit (Kacanik) Vv
on approximately 29 March suspected that they were prevented from moving on towards the ‘i‘;{jﬂﬁft
former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia border because the place where they were stopped,
which was also reputed to be an ammunition store, would not be targeted if it was surrounded by
Kosove Albanians® However, their movement may also have been restricted for other reasons,
for example ifthere was a large backup of traffic at the border. Regardless of the armed forces"
intentions, by restricting the movement of detainees so close to a potential military target, their
security was endangered.

-

S daigg,
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On other occasions, interviewees were specifically told that they were being used as human shields: Sk
12 While in some cases this may have been simply to terrorize them further, there are cases where st
what the interviewes was told appears to be barne out by the nature of the contrallad movements
they described. IDPs and villagers in Cirez/Qirez (Srbica/Skenderaj) were forced to accompany g e e
militaryequipment on & five-hour march via back roads to a school in Stutica/Shtutice BT i

(Glogovac/Gilogoc) on 25 March 1999.13 Onge they arrived, the interviewees were forced to L-L‘i‘: o
spend the night. The followingmoming, the VI told them that they were free to go as they had ‘r‘ﬂ.ﬂfp

only been necessary as human shiglds(see also Part V, entry for Srbica municipality). On 21 May  OEY

Kosovo Albanians fleeing the Emshirovodistrict of Pristina/Prishtina city towards Kosovo
Polje/Fushe Kosove were ordered to return to an area near the military barracks in Pristina. They
were told that they were being used as human shieldshy police, but were released after several

1 syalosr ¥

hours. 14 1

5}’ hoth. LAY ) e
Use of civilians and detainees as protection during in-country operations
Human shields were not only used to protect against NATO attack. Interviewees reported that 9. § iy,

o
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i - ry a rz;‘
Serbian forces used civilians in order to protect or give them advantage while conducting Jeer Pl o

operations. There are also reports of the UCK having on occasion endangered Kosovo Albanian
civilians in thisway.

One commonly reported and widespread phenomenon was for Yugoslay and Serbian armed forces
which were expelling residents from villages and neighbourhoods to take with them one or more
local Kesovo Albanians as protection as they went house to house, For example, mixed VJ and
police forces used one Kosove Albanian as a human shield when they went from house to house
expelling inhabitants of Mucibaba/Mucibabe village (Gnjilane/Gjilan) on 27 March 19983 Other
similar acts were perpetrated by VI and police in Prugovac/Prugofe (Pristina) on 20 March 1999,
18 by armed Serb civilians in Vranjevac/Kodra e Trimave district of Pristina city on 23 Apnb? by
V1 and "paramilitaries” on 16 May in the Tavnik quarter of Kosovska Mitrovica/Mitrovicel® and
in many cther locations across Kosovo.

Less common were incidents where civilians or detainees were put between fighting forces.

However, in one incident on approximately 2 May 1999, a group of men who were detainees at | 7':?11.5‘.
the Srbica secondary school were taken by the VJ to Tmavee/Trnoc (Srbica), where fi ghting was +
ongoing between the UCK and Serbian armed forces. One interviewee said he was put between

the positions of the belliperent sides, and it was announced that "if one Serb soldier is killed we

will kill all the men" They were also made to walk across a field to see if it was mined!® Another T rany
interviewee reports that after being used as human shields they were forced to set fire 1o Trnavee

village2® They were returned the same day to the secondary school.

In late March, VJ forces came into Belanica/Bellanice (Suva Reka/Subarcke), which was partially 4%,
held by the UCK. After expelling most of the villagers, a group was kept behind; they were told

that they would be heid as hostages because the UCK still held one end of the village. A Serb with ey A
a megaphone called to the UCK-held end and said "vou have to leave or we will kill the hostages", ¢ Seroiy
the hostages themselves also made an appeal to the UCK forces which apparently lefi. But the

Serbs did not believe that they had done so, and started to grenade the tractors with women and

children on them 21

Also commion were reports that civilinns were prevented from leaving villages where VI or other

forces temporarily installed themselves. While the motivations for troops to keep local inhabitants

in villages could be numerous (for example, often villagers were forced to cook, clean or perform

menial tasks for the forces), the presence of local civilians might be expected to shield them from

ambushes or attacks from the opposing forces. For example, when V] troops were in Smira/Smire

village {Vitina/Viti) on several occasions during April they ordered villagers who had fled to the

mountains either to return to the village or to go to Albania. The villagers were forced to provide

the troops with food, and men were sometimes asked to engage in other menial tasks forthe ) ¢ ...;ﬂriw
soldiers, such as pushing cars which had broken down 22 They were confined to the village, at  &w@r+=“"
times ordered to stay inside, Similar accounts of forced confinement to a village were given by
interviewess from Globare/Globare village (Glogovac), Veliki Kicie/Kgiq i Vogel (Kosovska

Mitrovica municipality, but described in thiseport in the Vucitrm municipality entry), Staro Selo
(Urosevac/Ferizaj) and many others.

Many Kosavo Albanians fled actions during fighting in the first |0 days of March in villages in the
cast of Kacanik municipality (see the relevant municipality entry). On 5 March, the UCK held
displaced Kosovyo Albanians in the village of Kotlina/Kotline against their will. They were not
allowed to evacuate, although UNHCR and the OSCE-KVM had made all the arrangements for a

safe transport out of the conflict area 23

Civilians were also frequently present in villages in territory controlled by the UCK, even close to
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front lines, for example, in the Bajgora region (see Kosovska Mitrovica and Podujevo municipality e
entries) and in the Drenica region (see Srbica and Glogovac municipality entries). Virtually all ok
Kosovo Albanians said that the chaice to go to or remain in these locations had been voluntary, as

they felt protected with the UCK nearby. At times, however, the UCK may have abused the 2

;ulunl&ry presence of civilians to endanger them unnecessarily when under attack by Yugoslav L@ ot
arces. .

One interviewee recounted how mn mid-April a UCK patrol of eight soldiers escorted a canvoy of

more than a thousand Kosovo Albanians fleeing from Potok/Potok (Podujevo), and the following

day, a large offensive began. As the intemally displaced people fled towards Kolic/Koliq (Pristina), |, - .

the UCK received orders te bury their weapons, get out of their uniforms and blend in with the ind
crowd 24 By the time fighting broke out at the beginning of April between the UCK and Serbian .ﬂﬂ
forces in Kraljane/Kralan (Djakovica) thousands of internally displaced people had gathered Chatn.,
because they considered it a safe place, although in some cases their presence there may not have b
been voluntary. However, according to one interviewee the UCK did not fight back but withdrew

into the forest because of the large number of civilians in the villages (See Part V, entry for

Djakovica municipality.)

Use of detainees to do dangerous, involuntary work

Men detained by Serbian armed forces were on aecasion required to undertake dangerous and
involuntary work or activities for the armed forces. As noted above, Kosovo Albanian detainees
taken from the Srbica secondary schoaol to Tmavce village were foreed to walk across a field by
their captors to see if it was mined. A similar incident was reported by a man who said that four
men captured by the VI in Mirosavlje/Miresale (Urosevac) were injured after being forced to walk
across a mine field2® One interviewee from Prizren town fled after hearing that young men
rounded up were forced to give blood and then taken to the border to lay mines. However, there

were no first-hand accounts of these practices 27

Noles

1 "The presence or movements of the civilian papulation or individual crvilians shall not be used to render certaipoints
ar areas immune from military opemtions, in particular in attempts 1o shield military ohjectives from atiacker 1o shisld,
favour or impede military operations. The Parlies to the conflict shall not direct the movement of theivilian population
or individual civilians in order to aitempt 1o shield military objectives from attacks or 1o shieldilitery ppemtions
Article 51(7) of the 1977 Additional Protecol | ko the 1949 Geneva Conventions,

2 | 949 Geneva Conventions, Common Aricle 3, 1[b)

3"Persons laking no active part in the hostilities, incloding members of armed forces who have laid down (heir anmnd
those placed hors de combat by sickness, wounds, detention or any other cause, shall in all circumstances bdreated
homaenely, withoul any adverse distinction founded on race, colour, religion or fith, sex, hirth or wealth, amy other
similar oritenia." Common Article 3(1). As an additional point, humanitarian law specifies thit théphysical and mental
health and integrity (of persons interned or detained) shall not be endangered by anmajustified act or omission.” Article
S(2)(e), 20 1977 Geneva Protocol,

4 Transcript of Press Conference, NATO HOQ Brassels, 25 March 1999 Available at
hitp:fiwrww nato.inbkosove/pressip99032 5a_hitm

i See for xample, M/0394, who heard that on 26 Aprl] 1999 villagers in Stimlje/Shtime town were gathered inio a
house and yard where two tanks were Jocated. A relative recounted 1o M/0591 that she had been seat to the schooln
Cernica/Cernice (Gnjilane) where weapans were stored in early April 1999, }/0933 was held with 63 otherintemally
displaced Kosovo Albanians for three hours at & checkpoint outside Lipljan/Lipjan town on 26 April andsince NATO
overflew the area, they believed the reason for thelr detention there was to be used ns human shieldshd/ 1185 believed
that the train he and others were an was used as a human shiedd when it was siopped ovemnighiear a repated

http:/iwww.osce.org/kosovo/reports/hr/part]/ch13 him 12/ 9/99 2:50 PM



Kosovo/Kosova As Seen, As Told Page Sof 5
ammunition depot in Lipljan on 30 March 1999, Other similar examples are numerous,
& BAIDOTI; MIDOTA.
T AID4as,
8 Transeript of Press Conference, NATD HO Brussels, 19 April 1999,
% AJD465. He said the aircrafl was low-Oying. NATO said the sttack was made by an F-16 flying at 15,000 feetNATO
pccepted responsibility for both nitacks, it said the frst had besn made on the lead vehicle in s convoy othree, and then
the second on similar vehicles in the courtyard of the nearby oilding. 1t admitied that while (hErst assessment had been
that the vehicles were military, later it was eslablished (hat ai least one was civiliazn Trensenpl of Press Confesence,
NATO HOQ Brussels, 15, 16 and 19 April 1999,
10 AMIZSA.
I AMDTL.
12 For example, according to AM225 women from a village in Suva Reka were ordered to go to a school in a nearby
village, which saldiers who scocompanied them said was going fo be a target for NATO, 2nd the women were toldhey
would be used as human shields,
100937, MAO940 (also interviewed as MOS0 MA033; M9, MI1254; MI1460; MU16LS.
14 W 1342
15 Mi1212
6 M/Os49
17 MP1190
18 ANTO0; ATS2

19 A/0766, AJ1058 was also nmong those taken. A/O681; A/OTES; AMDBS2 were told about what happened from other
BEISONETS,

I L1058,

21 AMOZTE.

2 w1126,

3 QSCEKVMRCS/CT Urasevac, HR Special Report "Chronology of events in Kacanik”, 11 March 1999,
T4 pAr1528,

25 AJDN 1T AMOZOD put of many acconnts of this incident

26 MI1195.

7 AJ0943, Although some interviewees had heard rumours that detained Kosove Albanians were forced to laymines for
the VI, none provided first hand accounts, The forced taking of blood also appears elsewhere innterviewees' statements,
albeit these reports are rare and speculative, none being from persans claiming to haveaundergone this procedure:
A/D713 (Prizren, hearsay), A/1102 (Prizren), M/03 14 (Lukare/Llukare, Pristina); M/1443 (Gnjilane}; M/1737
(Makovac/Makofe, Pristina). International humanitarian law prohibits applying medicaprocedares which are not
indicated by the stale olhealth of an individual,

Contenls lous st
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PART Ill : The violation of human rights in Kosovo (Chapter 14)

Contenis Frevious Mext

FORCED EXPULSION 3
frof L4

/;' il Loy

Between March and June 1999 forces of the FRY and Serbia forcibly expelled some 863,000

Kosovo Albanians from Kosoval OFf these, 783,000 - the vast majority - stayed in the region - in

Albania, the former Yugoslay Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro (FRY) or

Bosnia-Herzegovina More detailed figures are given in the table. As of 9 June 80,000 refugees

were evacuated o 40 other countries participating in a Humanitarian Evacuation Programme

(HEP), organized by the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and the

Intemational Organization for Migration {IOM).2

In addition, several hundred thousand other Kosovo Albanians were displaced within Kosovo and

remained in the province throughout the conflict. Their story is inevitably not included in this

teport, since statements were taken by the OSCE-KVM in the refugee camps. However, the

statements of refugees who succeeded in reaching Albania and the former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia on which this report draws give a clear indication of the patterns of treatment and

displacement to which Kosovo Albanians in Kosovo were subjected as internally displaced persons

(IDPs), before becoming refugees. Figures for the numbers of internally displaced are less reliable

than those for refugees, but it is clear from refugee accounts that many convoys and groups of

1DPs, often numbering several tens of thousands, were on the move throughout the conflict, The

UCK gave a figure of 650,000 internally displaced hiding in the hills and 100,000 missing, but it i
now appears that these figures may have been exaggerated? The UNHCR estimated that as of 13 r;:um
May 1999 there were 590,000 IDPs in Kosovo, although the lack of international personnel on the i:f; e,
ground makes these figures difficult to verify [N

I
Taking the latter figure for the number of IDPs and including refugees who were able to flee ] oTh o
Kosovo, this suggests that over 90 per cent of the Kosovo Albanian population was displaced in
1999. It is clear that only a small fraction of the Kosovo Albanian population was not displaced by
the conflict insome way, and indeed some of those who remained will also have moved from - G{ it
place to place within one town. (The fighting between Serbian forces and the UCK. in 1998 had f &
resulted in the (largely internal) displacement of some 350,000 people in Kosovo by the end of
that year.2

As is described in greater detail below and in Part IV, which surveys Kosovo's 29 municipalities,

the outflow of Kosovo Albanians as refugees resulted from systematic and widespread expulsions
carried out throughout Kosove by the Serbian forces. Once the OSCE-KVM left on 20 March

1999 and in particular after the start of the NATO bombing of the FRY on 24 March, Serbian

police and/or VJ, often accompanied by paramilitaries; went from village to village and, in the

towns, from area to area threatening and expelling the Kosovo Albanian population. Those who

had avoided this first expulsionor had managed to return were then expelled in repeat operations
some days or weeks later. Others who were not directly forcibly expelled fled as a result of the » ";r o
climate of terror created by the systematic beatings, harassment, arrests, killings, sheiling and

looting carried out across the province. Refugees arrived at the borders of Kosovo i convoys

several thousand strong on foot or carried by tractors, and on trains and buses, these last two

http://www.osce.org/kosovo/reports/hr/part1/ch14.htm 12/ 9199 2:04 PM



Kosovo/Kosova As Seen, As Told

provided and organized by the police or cther Serbian authorities.
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As is shown in the table, in the space of little more than a week - from 24 March to the moming of | 227

2 Apnl - atotal of 177,500 Kosovo Albanians arrived in Albaniz, the former Yugoslav Republic of “"-"’\-f".{{,
Macedonia and nearby countries, with a further 130,000 amriving in Albania and the former Sk
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia the following day alone® The amival of such large numbers so S

soon after the departure of the OSCE-KVM would appear to indicate pre-planning of the :,:_f'
operations. After this first influx, the routes which internally displaced persons (IDPs) took within il
Kosovo were regulated by Serbian forces, The flow of refugees was also regulated, with the result © J
that many thousands would arrive at border crossing points with Albania, the former Yugoslav b""ﬂ’.

Republic of Macedonia andMontenegro (FRY) on some days, but then only a handful of refugees _];EEE“’}-

would amive at particular crossing points on succeeding days. Such pattems provide a further
indication that the operation was clearly planned and executed, not least with a view to keeping

key communication routes withinKosovo open.

Numbers of refugees displaced from Kosovo 23 March-9 June 1999

(Figures represent total arrivals on each given date)

23 March
30 March
31 March
| April

2 April

3 April

4 Apnl

5 April

6 April

7T April

8 April

o April
10 Apmnl
11 Apnil
12 April
13 April
14 Apnl
21 April
28 Apnl
5 May

12 May
19 May
26 May
2 June

9 lune

Montenegro
23,000
32,300
35,000
40,000
50,000
52,000
34,000
55,000
38,000
60,000
61,000
62,000
63,000
64,000
63,000
65,500
67,200
70,000
63,300
61,700
64,400
64,000
64,700
68,400
69,700

B-H

10,000
13,000
14,000
15,000
16,000
17,000
18,000
20,000
21,000
22,000
23,000
24,000
25,000
26,000
27,300
27,400
27,700
32,300
15,000
17,600
18,500
20,000
21,500
21,700
21,700

FYROM
16,000
20,500
28,000
43,000
43,000
108,000
109,000
110,125
111,250
112,375
113,500
114,625
115,750
116,875
118,000
116,500
116,000
130,000
142,650
211,340
231,200
226,800
252,600
248,900
247,400

http://www.osce.org/kosovo/reports/hrfpart1/ch 14.htm

Albania
18,500

78,500

103, 500
103,500
138,000
200,000
247,000
254,813
262,625
270,438
278,250
286,063
283,875
301,688
306,500
314,300
314,300
57,000

367,200
404,200
427,000
433,300
439,600
442,600
444,200

7,987
9,351

10,780
16,911
22,084
28,654
40,518
52,643
63,575
74,014
79,979

lﬂf e .![ =
Moy
Gorig
ﬂt’:'mu
vl
ﬁ'&’&nﬂ: I
il G
69,500 Tuttd i,
144,500 Vhre ity
180,500 I""‘;'-;‘
o0
HT00 iy
377,000 A/ viyg

128,000 729, 4
439938 -‘qif‘f‘-g-:‘?
42875 porh
464,813

475,750

486,688

497,625

508,563

525,787

533,051

535,980

66,211

610,234

723,494

781,618

706,743

841,975

855,614

862,979
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B-H: Bosnia-Herzegovina,
FYROM: the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia
HEP: Humanitarian Evacuation Programme. *,mh:"l-"

P oy
o , Y e,
In addition, more than 100,000 Serb IDPs are estimated to have left Kosove and to have been

registered in Serbia and Montenegro. 0 xi 7 7
Source: UNHCR, Geneva, 15 October 1998 .3 ’ ST
R, Geneva, tober h ; ; i E.Ia,#ri-‘;fﬁﬂmf/-ul.
it £, Ll

Kosovo Albanians were clearly targeted for expulsion because of their ethnicity. Other ethnic and
religious groups, such as Turks, Gorani and Muslim Slavs, were excluded from the expulsions.
Serb houses were marked with the Serbian cross so that they would not be targeted. 7 Those
expelled by the Serbian forces included not only able-bodied Kosovo Albanian men and women,

but also children and those elderly people who were too infirm to be mobile.
Mg sT:
e

Expulsions took place in practically every municipality according to the data gathered by the

OSCE-KVM. In the four municipalities where there was a Serb majarity (Leposavic, Novo Brdo, ;;;::
Zubin Potok and Zvecan) there is only one refugee report of Kosovo Albanians being expelled, e %
from a village in Zubin Potok. In Kosovska Kamenica (which had a 22 per cent Serb population) ;
there is also only one report of Koseve Albanians being expelled from a village. It is possible that ﬁm :
expulsions were nevertheless carried out in these municipalities, since OSCE-KVM's refugee i

interviewing was carried out only in Albania and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, and
it may be that the more obvious and accessible routes for anyone flesing from Serb majority
municipalities, which are onthe northern and eastern edges of the province, would lead them to rsia?
Montenggro or Bosnia-Herzegoving, or to Serbia proper. In the other municipalities, however, '
numerous villageswere emptied of their Kosovo Albanian populations.

It is not clear whether the intention of these expulsions was to expel all Kosovo Albanians from | &8=48

Kosovo, or whether it was to reduce the numbers of Kosovo Albanians to a "manageable” ke
number, or to clear out all areas of known or perceived UCK presence and support. Those who *;21‘*""“
were seen as UCK fighters or supporters, particularly in rural areas, were clearly targeted for 1 2

particularly harshtreatment in both 1998 and 1999. However, expulsions in 1999 were carried out  +» 7471':
in large towns across the provincs from Kosovska Mitrovica/Mitrovice to Pec/Peja to ’:’ .
Pristina/Prishtina. It is possible that further expulsions were planned but that the NATO bombing a:v,'_

campaign forced plans tobe revised or put on hold. ~

It might be possible to argue that the Serbian forces were essentially looking for UCK arms or | ©<"&r
supporters, & legitimate aim for a government seeking to bring a rebel movement under ccrntrul.l
Hawever, the way in which these operations were carried out indicates that the intention was

clearly expulsion, Villagers were given minutes to leave and told that they should go and never “wara
come back and that Kosovo was Serbian land# Acts of brutality and violence were used to S
heighten the climateof fear, create chaos and a pervading fear for life; They formed part of a

policy of terror designed to trigger "spontansous" departure.

[t might also be possible to maintain that the forced movement of Kosovo Albanians by Serbian [“;';':jt !
forces was to prevent civilians from becoming caught in crossfire and fighting. s_efb-;?n forces K

which accompanied convoys or buses to the border could arguably be seen as providing protection

(for instance, from paramilitaries or air attack) for those leaving?

Indeed, this does appear on occasion to have been the case. However, the brutality g:sd violence I
with which the IDPs were generally treated - with killings and beatings - and the failure to provide
food or water - indeed, the systematic destruction of food supplies - suggest that the opposite of
protection was intended.

hittp:/fwww.osce.org/kosovo/reportsthr/part1/ch 14 htm 12/ 9/99 2:04 PM
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B-H: Bosnia-Herzegoving
FYROM: the former Yugoslsv Republic of Macedaonis.

HEP: Humanitarian Bvacustion Programme P”"*ﬂjur ez,
In addition, more than 100,000 Serb IDPs are estimated to have left Kosovo and to have been ’
registered in Serbia and Montenegro. plr  malifde
F Wil ! SR erin
v 2o 'EFJ | LEMRRY
Source: UNHCR, Geneva, 15 October 1999, al 3t e aet A
v }l‘ /? i ¢ "”;‘grf"ﬂmié uf,

Kosovo Albanians were clearly targeted for expulsion because of their ethnicity. Other ethnic and
religious groups, such as Turks, Gorani and Muslim Slavs, were excluded from the expulsions.
Serb houses were marked with the Serbian cross so that they would not be targeted 7 Those

expelled bythe Serbian forces included not only able-bodied Kosavo Albarian men and women,
but also children and those elderly people who were too infirm to be mobile.

[l sT
Expulsions tock place in practically every municipality according to the data gathered by the i e
OSCE-KVM. In the four municipalities where there was a Serb majority (Leposavic, Novo Brdo, :;;: i
Zubin Potok and Zvecan) there is only one refugee report of Kosove Albanians being expelled, ?‘u -
from a village in Zubin Potok, In Kosovska Kamenica (which had a 22 per cent Serb population) qh'-.:

there is also only cne report of Kosovo Albanians being expelled from a village. It is possible that s
expulsions were nevertheless carmied out in these municipalities, since OSCE-KVM's refugee ~_ ‘-'EDE.,
interviewing wascarried out only in Albania and the former Yu goslav Republic of Macedonia, and %H“‘

it may be that the more obvious and accessible routes for anyone fleeing from Serb majority .
municipalities, which are onthe northern and eastern edges of the province, would lead them to E,fﬂ "
Montenegro or Bosnia-Herzegovina, or 1o Serbia proper. In the other municipalities, however, '
numerous villageswere emptied of their Kosovo Albanian populations.

It is not clear whether the intention of these expulsions was to expel all Kosovo Albanians from b3 ;

Kosovo, or whether it was to reduce the numbers of Kosovo Albanians to a "manageable” o
number, ot 1o clear out all areas of known or perceived UCK presence and support. Those who ‘j’; e
were seen as UCK fighters or supporters, particularly in rural areas, were olearly targeted for it 2
particularly harshtreatment in both 1998 and 1999. However, expulsions in 1999 were cartied out  +a

in large towns across the province from Kosovska Mitrovica/Mitrovice to Pec/Peja to o

Pristina/Prishtina. It ispossible that further expulsions were planned but that the NATO bombing 3:3 ,:_
campaign forced plans to be revised or put on hold. 4 "{
l'ﬂ %"
It might be possible to argue that the Serbian forces were essentially looking for UCK arms or | S7&,
supparters, 4 legitimate aim for a govemment secking to bring a rebel movement under :nnnrnl_l “:""j
However, the way in which these operations were carried out indicates that the intenticn was L
clearly expulsion. Villagers were given minutes to leave and told that they should po and never “Morn
come back and that Kesovo was Serbian land® Acts of brutality and violence were used to s
heighten the climate of fear, create chaos and a pervading fear for life. They formed part of a

policy of terror designed to trigger "spontanecus” departure.

It might also be possible to maintain that the forced movement of Kosovo Albanians by Serbian l ”'.::: g!
forces was to prevent civilians from becoming caught in crossfire and fighting. Serbian forces .

which accompanied convays or buses to the border could arguably be seen as providing protection

(for instance, from paramilitaries or air attack) for those leaving?

Indeed, this does appear on occasion to have been the case. However, the brutality and viulunce‘ |
with which the IDPs were generally treated - with killings and beatings - and the failure to provide |
food or water - indeed, the systematic destruction of food supplies - suggest that the opposite of
protection was intended.
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The sections below outline the course of events and the different aspects of the forced expulsions
that took place. They should be read in the light of Article 17 of Additional Protocel I to the
1249 Fourth Geneva Convention. This states:

1. The displacement of the civilian population shall not be ordered for reasons related
to the conflict unless the security of the civilians involved or imperative military
reasons so demand. Should such displacements have to be carried out, all possible
measures shallbe taken in order that the civilian population may be received under
satisfactory conditions of shelter, hygiene, health, safety and nutrition. 2. Civilians
shall not be compelled to leave their own territary for reasons connected with the
conflict.

Typical patterns of foreed expulsion

The patterns of displacement described below were in evidence across Kosovo and were repeated
many times, as recounted in Part V of this report, giving events in each of the municipalities in

Kosovo. ALl ey oF cok. ot T

Typically, Serbian forces would shell avillage
for some hours, with the result that Kosovo
Albanians hid in basements orfled to the hills.
Then, when the shellingstopped, Serb forces
including police, Vland/or paramilitaries would
enter the village, shooting into the air. They
would break dewn doars to enter Kosovo
Albanian houses, threaten everyone whohad
not already fled and order them to leave, either
instantly, within a fewminutes, or sometimes
within some hours. Sometimes village elders or
religious leaders are described as negotiating :
the implementation of the Serb demands; A child's depiction of expulsion from a

sometimes certain local Serbs were selected to  village [zoom]|

spread the word that the Kogovo Albanians had

to leave; sometimes the first house to which the forces came simply served as an example to other
villagers.

A 30-year-old man describes the situation in Djinovee/Gjinofc (Suba Reka), which was shelled
briefly before a large number of V1, police and paramilitaries entered and cleared people from
their homes, threatening and assaultmg them as they fled:

The moming after NATO bombing, Serb forces (VJ, police, paramilitaries), heavily
armed and with tanks and armoured vehicles, completely surrounded the city. They
started shooting into the houses at 07:00 hours. We had to wake up our children and
flee but we did not know where to go. All went very fast. We did not dare to go to
the main street, we just had to climb from house to house. We could not take
anything butthe clothes we wore. The children had only pyjamas. We could hear
shots in other houses and the crying of women and children and the shouting of
paramilitaries. On theway out of the city we got to the cemetery via some side lanes
and we could hear shooting, so we went down in a ditch and bullets were going over
our heads. One 18-year-old girl was killed. One man was hit on the shoulder by a
paramilitary with theback of a rifle and we heard that he was later executed. On that
day they also started to burn the houses. We could sce our own house on fire as we

were leaving. The whole neighbourhood was on fire L2

http: //www.osce.org'kosovo/reports/hr/part 1 /ch14.htm 12/9/99 2:04 PM
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Frequently a Kosovo Albanian would be intimidated, injured or killed in full public view to enforc
the departure of the other villagers. Houses were also looted and set alight. Those who refused to
leave were often killed. The combination of shelling, shooting, burning, intimidation and killing
created chaos and panic, with villagers running in fear of their lives. As one refugee expelled from
Vranie/Vraniq (Suva Reka) in early Aprl explained, the "police threatened the population and
killed some to encourage others to leave” 11

In a particularly brutal example, one 49-year-old man, who fled Velika Krusa/Krushe ¢ Madhe
{Orahovac) after sesing 10 men killed, reported: _arghTe *
On the fifth day of my stay in Rogove | saw paramilitary forees coming down from
Rogove-Has village. They started to select some men, took more than 15 and later

they started to behead them. They took the heads and dropped them in the "Drini 1

Bardhe" [river] from the bridge. After a while they left and we were able to go to the

site of the bodies and bury some of them, about 10, but then the paramilitary forces

came back and started to shoot at us. An officer with four stars shouted, "Go to

Clinton". At thistime we decided there was ne way we could live in Kosovo any

more, so we decided to go to Albania 12

Houses were also looted and then burned. Cattle and other animals were often killed,
and stables, haystacks!d and grain stores destroyed, in a move calculated to deny
Kosovo Albamans access to food, weaken them and oblige them to flee. In the south
of Kosove one 38-year-old man describes how shops were looted and stores,
includmgthose of the Mother Teresa Society, were destroyed, and how police
herded together cattle from the swmounding villages in Kosare/Koshare (Stimljc),
with the result that "people were starving" 14 Another man describes how in late
April he saw looted cattle being transported from the hills down to Luzane/Lluzhane
{Podujevo) and thence by lorry to Serbia proper. 12

Two acconnts

A 27-year-old woman from Gladno Selo/Gilanaselle (Glogovac), who kept a detailed diary,
tells her story as follows:

"On 20 March at around 08:00 hours Serb forces started shelling Gllanaselle. At that time,
many [DPs from Vushtn [Serbian: Vueitrn] were staying in our house. When the shelling
began, the family prepared to leave. A the same time, IDPs from Cikatove e Vjeter [Stara
Cikatova (Glogovac)] were arriving on tractors. We joined the IDPs and went to Qirez [Cirez
(Srbica)]. On the way, the convoy of 2,000-3,000 pecple stopped at a field called Postodjic,
because we heard shelling from all directions. After two hours we continued to Qirez.

In Qirez, more than 20,000 IDPs from all directions had gathered. We spent three days near the
mosque and the school in Qirez. On 23 March, Serb troops arrived from Skenderaj [Srbica] and
entered Qirez with tanks. They were shooting in the air and broke the windows of the schoal,
where many IDPs had gathered. Mixed V] and paramilitaries together entered the school and
separated men of all ages from the others. They insulted and beat the old men and threw their
white caps on the ground, trampling on them. The men were taken into the yard.

Then the Serbs entered the school again and began to rob the women of their valuables. One
soldier spoke Albanian. They threatened the women with hand grenades. | saw from inside the
school how 70 or more men outside were ill-treated in several ways. They were beaten,
insulted, threatened and so on for approximately two hours, All but five of the men were

hitp://www osce.org/kosovo/reports/hr/part 1/ch 1 4. htm 12/ 9/99 2:04 PM
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released after two hours. The five ... were ordered to take off their trousers, to lie face down in

the snow, and were beaten. They fired on the ground clase to their heads. Afier an hour, they
were released as well

The beatings and torture were carried out by regular VI in green camouflage uniform with red
armbands. They were aged 40-45 and there were no younger men around. The paramilitaries
[also described in detail] did not participate in the actions at the school, but went to private
houses instead, The IDPs were not allowed to leave the school, which was packed with maybe
12,000 IDPs, until 24 March at 11:00 hours: Serb forces started burning the houses, and took
tractors and cars. At this time people from Skendera; municipality were ordered back to their
villages. All the others had to stay.

On 25 March, at around 13;00 hours, new Serb forces anived from the direction of Gllogoc
[Glogovac], and began shelling the area near the school for more than two hours, Two women
were wounded ... The VI "cleaned” the village with two tanks and ordered all villagers of Qirez
to get out of their houses and go to the school and the mosque. The soldiers approached the
schiool shooting in the air and shooting the animals the IDPs had brought with them. They
ontered the school and ordered all the IDPs to get out in five minutes. All males over the age of
10 were separated. Everyone was forced to salute "Serbia!" and show the Serbian
three-fingered victory sign. The Serbs immediately started to bumn houses, food, tractors, cars
and all the bags of clothes the IDPs had brought with them. There were more than 100 men in
green and blue camouflage uniforms.

Then the IDPs were forced 10 walk to Likoshan [Likosane (Glogovac)] to the graves of the 24
victims killed in March 1998 In Likoshan, the men were robbed and beaten. Then, new Serb
forees arrived and surrounded all the IDPs, who were forced to walk to Shtufice [Stutica
(Glogovac)] from 13:00 to 18:00 hours. On the way to Shtutice, a 63-year-old cousin tied to
escape from the convoy but was caught and | heard that he was killed by the Serbs.

Before we arrived in Shtutice, NATO had bombed Terstenik [Trstenik (Glogovac)]. This made
the Serb forces leave the main road and go into the hills. They always kept the [DP convoy
with them and mixed with the IDPs closely.

We arrived in Shtutice at 18;00 hours, where we were insulted by the Serb forces based there.
We were robbed of our remaining belongings and denied water and bread until 13;00 hours the
next day. The men {100 or mare of them) were beaten all night outside and were later released
on 27 March. The women left Shtutice and amived in Kozhice [Kozica (Srbica)] on 27 March
but we were ordered 1o leave and told to go to Qirez, where we arrived on 28 March and
stayed for two weeks. All the houses and food had been destroyed. Everybody stayed in
different bumnt houses. From time to time, | returned to Gllanaselle to prepare food and get
other things. On 6 April, | and my family returned to Gllanaselle.

On 14 April, Serb forces arived at Gllanaselle and surrounded the 1,000 or so people in the
village in a field. Immediately, the Serbs started shelling. Thirty men were separated from the
group, and the entire group was ordered to walk to (Gllogoe, with the men in the front part of
the convoy. We were warned by one of the Serbs to go and get all the old, paralysed peaple
and stay together, as some of his "colleagues” could not be controlled.

After five days, all the villagers came back o Gllanaselle because there was not enough food in
Gllogoc. After three days [on 23 April] Serb forces entered the village again and crdered us to
go back to Gllogoc. On the way 11 men were taken from the convoy and shot straight away a
few metres in front of me. They were ordered to stand in a line. First they shot at their knees
and legs, and then all the men fell, Then the women and all other witnesses were sent away. (A
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week later my cousins found the bodies still lying there with bullet wound all over their bodies.
The UCK buried the bodies in the place where they were killed)) The victims were all old men
aged from 59 to 80 and all but two were my relatives. Allogether there were around 50 men in
black uniforms with brown parts, black bandoleers. Some had masks, some painted faces,
bullet-proof vests, long knives below the knee, raketas [hand grenades]. They were aged 40-45
years. Only one man did the shooting; he did not speak. 1 heard later that altogether 38
Albanians were killedin Gllanaselle that day, including many women, children and elderly
persons.

I and my family stayed in Gllogoc until 4 May. The day befare, paramnilitaries in green
camouflage uniforms came to the apartment and told all TDPs to leave on buses. On 4 May at
10:00 hours more than 30 buses left Gllogoe for Fushekosove [Kosove Polje] train station. We
took the train to Bllace [Blace (Kacanik)] "t

A S6-year-old man in Drenovac/Drenoc (Orahovac) deseribes a three-day journey during
which he fled into the hills, where the villagers were surrounded by VI and ordered to go from
one village to another in Orahovac, were then beaten, harassed and eventually taken by bus to
Albama. His story shows clearly how the Serbian/Yugoslav forces (in this case the VJ) shelled
and killed civilians, harassed and beat them, discriminated against the elderly and against
Albanian customs, targeted young men, extorted money and planned forced displacement.

"0On 30 March [ was feeding my animals near my house, when | heard shelling. My family and |
immediately fled with the rest of the village to the mountains near the village of Turjake
[Serbian: Turjak (Orahovac)]. There were people from other villages with us. We stayed ina
valley overnight with about 5,000 villagers. This valley was 500 metres from Turjake. Towards
the evening of the next day the VJ began shelling Turjake, upon which the villagers of Turjake
fled and joined us in the valley.

The VI surrounded the valley we had fled to and began shelling the valley with mortar rounds.
Women and children were screaming and erying. One man and one woman were killed by the
mortar rounds. Another old woman died from shock. 1 did not know the people who died
because they were from another village, About 16:30 hours the ground troops which had
surrounded us moved in and began firing machine-guns and automatic weapons over our heads,
The V] ordered us to get on our tractors and go to Lubizhde [Ljubizda (Orahovac)] or we
would be killed.

On the way to Lubizhde I saw the V] beat many of the villagers. The VI would pick men out of
the crowd of IDPs who were weanng the traditional white cap, called aklis, and beat them

with more severity than others. | saw one VI stop a car and pull a Kosovo Albanian out of the
driver's seat and hit him over the head with a bottle. | saw a woman who spoke Serbo-Croat
chastise the VJ when she saw them beating an old man. One V] took this woman and smashed
her head into a tree.

When we reached Lubizhde we were forced to sit on the ground in the rain. One of the V] took
me from the crowd, held an AK-47 to my neck and told me to count the Kosovars in the group,
or | would be killed. The V] also said, "Where are the demecratic leaders and Bill Clinton?" As
[ began counting, a tank erew drove around the 5,000 displaced people and fired its
machine-gun over everyone. The women and children began screaming and erying. The tank
continued doing this tactic for one hour. After an hour the VJ lined ug up one by one, telling us,
"We will kill you,"They told us to go to Malisheve [Maliseve (Orahovac)]. This journey took
ug about four hours because the evowd of villagers was so large

Before reaching Malisheve, near the village of Mirushe [Mirusa)], my 14-year-old son fled into
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the woods with several young men. Before fleeing my son looked at me and said, "I can't ook

al;t ¥ou any more and I don't want you to look at me." My son then fled. It was about 21:00
Qurs

We reach Malisheve and stayed about two hours. From there the V1 told us to go to Dragobil
[Dragobjile]. We arrived there at about 07:00 hours of the next day. | was upset that the
:m:lmt:nl saw had no shoes and were carrying children on their backs. In Dragobil we were put
into & field and separated into two groups. The groups had to file into two school buildings
{one old building and one new one). After 20 minutes the VJ shot into the air and ordered the
villagers to come out of the schoal doors one by one. The VJ threatened to kill us if we did not
give themmoney. The VJ took our money and one hour later buses amived. The V) ordered us
on to the buses without letting us go to our tractors to retrieve our belongings. The VJ told us,
"Go to Albania, and don't come back." We entered Albania via Kukes 2

In/ 1619

2A/0209. The interviewee was distraught at the time of his interview, becanse he still had heard nothing of his young
5o,

In less violent situations Serbian forces would come and tell the Kosovo Albanians that the
situation was now too dangerous, that buses or trucks would come or that they should go to the |
railway station the following day, and they would be transported to Albania or the former (
Yugoslay Republic of Macedonia. One refugee describes how in early April in Pristina a
policeman came to him and askedhim whete his family was. He indicated the house where his and
other families were gatherad. The police went n and told people to pick out their families and
leave, otherwise they would be killed. They all boarded a truck that was in the yard. The police
asked for the keys to the other cars because they needed them. The interviewee asked the police
where they were being sent to and the policemanreplied, "You are going to Albania and you are
never coming back to Kosovo" 16

As part of the process of forced expulsion Serb forces often separated the women and children
from the men. While women and children were generally sent on their way, the males, who often
included young boys and old men, were frequently subjected to harassment, beatings, arbitrary
arrests, detention and killings, as is described in greater detail elsewhere in this report,

Those who fled to the mountains or to a nearby village to escape the shelling tended to stay close
to their village. Farticularly in March and early April there was still snow on the hills and it was
bitterly cold in the open. They would then return home during the day to feed the animals and/or
milk theircows,L? to find food, or to check on their possessions or shops. 18 Sometimes villagers
were able to retum home and stay on for several weeks, often in the ruins of their damaged or
destroyed homes. Often, however, they would be moved from place to place before eventually
being able to flee, as described in the case history of the 27-year-old woman from Gladno
Selo/Gllanaselle (Glogovac).

After a village had been cleared, Serbian forces often returned some days or weeks later to empty
the village again of any 1DPs who had returned and to ensure that there were no Kosovo
Albanians left. They would give a renewed ultimatum to leave with attendant threats and
intimidation. Buses wereprovided, or people were ordered to go to the railway station, or
convoys were sent and sometimes accompanied to the border. This was the case on a large scale
in Glogovac/Gllogoc on 4 May, when 50 buses took Kosovo Albanians to the train and thence to
Blace (former Yugoslay Republic ofMacedonia).

All sections of Kosovo Albanian society and all ages were forcibly displaced; even those such as
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the elderly or immobile were obliged to leave or were killed, as iz described in Chapter 18,
Elderly, Disabled Thus, when VI and police expelled Kosovo Albanians from Istok, the chief of
police is reported as refusing to allow the old men to stay 19

As Apnl progressed, Kosovo Albanians who had been displaced from their villages also appear
increasingly to have been used as human shields as Serb forces moved military materiel or men
around Kosovo to protect them from attack. This practice is described in greater detail in Chapter
13, Human shields.

Other instances of harassment, ill-treatment and extortion are described in greater detail in the
section on convoys below

Perpetrators of the forced expulsion of Kosovo Albanians

Serbian/Yugoslav forces involved in the mass expulsions are widely described as VI soldiers,
police, paramilitaries and/or armed local Serb civilians. Sometimes members of only a few of these
categories were present. Sometimes there were 100 or more armed men accompanied by tanks,
Pragas, armoured personnel camiers, jeeps and other vehicles, sometimes far fewer. Even a
handful of armedmen prepared to harass and kill could move a great many unarmed civilians.

Frequently refugees knew or at least recognized those who were ordering them to leave, and often
gave these people's names or official positians in their statements. Such cases generally refer to
local police officials or armed Serb civilians living nearby. However, in other cases, particularly
when paramilitaries were involved, the refugees were only able to give descriptions of what the
men looked like or what they were wearing.

VI and also police are frequently described as being involved in the shelling of villages, while it
was generally police and/or paramilitaries who are described as going from house to house
expelling people and enforcing compliance with their orders. (Details of the different
Serbian/Yugoslav militarygroups are given in Chapter 3, The militarv/security context.)

Nevertheless, the police sometimes contained the violence, although villagers were often forced to
move on later when different forces came into the area. Thus in Krusevac/Krushefe (Obilic),
which had a small Serb population, some of the Kosovo Albanian villagers went to the police
station in nearby Obilic/Obilig town in mid-April, after paramilitaries attacked Kosovo Albaman
villagers. Theyexplained what had happened and asked for help. The police said that they would
help and posted a guard in the village night and day for two weeks. Then, however, they told the
villagers they wereleaving, and that the villagers were no langer their responsibility2® Similarly,
in Leskoveic/Lajthishte(Obilic) in late April five policemen from nearby Crkvena Vodica/Palaj
(Obilic) came and told the villagers there: "You must leave. We have protected you until now but
a group of bandits will come to burn the village and there's nothing we can do, so it is betler that
you leave." When the villagers askedfor protection to go to the border, the police organized two
buses and escorted them to the border at Djeneral Jankovic/Hani i Elezit (Kacanik2!

The situation seems sometimes 1o have changed quite rapidly, however. In Pec/Peja on 26 March
1999 one Kosovo Albanian's neighbour, who was a VJ soldier, told him that he and his family
should remam and that they would be safe, Later that day the neighbour returned and told him that
he had been ordered to kill them. The scldier demanded DM 500 in exchange for not killing them
They paid and fled the next moming?22

Paramilitaries appear to have meted out particularly savage treatment. They were invoived in
committing brutal atrocities on the thousands of Kosova Albanians who came down from the hills
around Kolic/Kolig (Pristina) in the second half of April. Extortion invelving large sums of money
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Wwas repeatedly reported, children were threatened or held hostage to extort meney from their
parents, women were raped and killed, and young men and others were shot surnmarily in a
column of thousands of refugees that took days to pass. 22

Occasional provision of protection for [DPs

By contrast, there are also some reports of individuals or groups who took steps to protéct some
Kosovo Albanians. One 42-year-old wheelchair-bound Kosovo Albanian woman had remained in
her house in Kozica/lKozhice (Srbica) in late March when Serb forces had shelled and then entered
the village. She asked a young Serb soldier to bring back her mother and sister who had been
taken to a yard with others. He did so, and also gave his name and asked about a woman who had
been killed in mortar fire and "said his heart was aching as he heard that she had left three children
behind". When paramilitaries seized their documents he returned them, and his men brought the
woman in her wheelchair to the mosque where elderly and disabled people stayed for eight days.
He arranged for two tractors to be brought to transport other wounded and disabled, The V)
brought food, water and medicine to the mosque where villagers were sheltering24

Protection is also reported to have been given to refugees by the Yupgoslav Red Cross on two
oceasions. On 23 March two Red Cross vehicles came to Staro Cikatovo/Cikatove e Vieter
(Glogovac) and evacuated women and children from six families to Glogovac town, although the
majority of women and children remained in the village and shelling began immediately afterwards
2% On another oceasion women and children who had been expelled on foot from
Dragacina/Dragaqine {Suva Reka) were detained in two rooms of a school in Dulje/Duhel (Suva
Reka) in late April. Aftertwo or three days the Yugoslav Red Cross came with food and took

them on two buses to Albania via Zur/Zhur (Prizren) 26 One 32-year-old man held by police near
Vucitrn/Vushtrri in early Maydescribes how doctors arrived with a water truck and tried to gain
access to the detainees, but reports that this was denied 27

Another refugee describes staying in mid-April in Zablace/Zablag (Istok), where he and others
were given food by the Cathalic priest28

Control of population movements by the UCK por ke

The UCK also controlled the movement of Kesovo Albamans, though generally this was
perceived as being for the safety of the villagers2?

However, at the beginning of March the [JCK held displaced Kosovo Albanians against their will

in the village of Kotlina’Kotline (Kacanik), over which they had recently gained control, The

villagers were not allowed to evacuate, although UNHCR (UN High Commissioner for Refugees)

and the OSCE-KVM had made all the arrangements for a safe transport out of the conflict area.

Women and children were later evacuated, but the UCK's action had put civilian lives at riskd

DE Lk

After the OSCE-KVM evacuation on 20 March there were many instances where the UCK asked PEc<h

Kosovo Albanians to leave their homes or told them to leave a village because Serb forces were

about to arrive. These instructions often came just before fighting broke out. This was especially  rur
so in UCK-held areas such as the hills between Suva Reka/Suhareke and Stimlje, the area around  y/fL-
Malisevo (Orahovac), Drenica and the Lap and Shala hills. As one man said, "It was easier for Teba
them to fight if nobody was around."3! In some cases villagers who had spent weeks in the hulls

were eventually forced to come down to the valleys as the UCK were beaten back and were no

longer able to provide protection. :

The situation of those displaced from towns
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When towns and villages were shelled, Kosovo Albanians often sought shelter in basements for
days and even weeks. Refugees speak of seeking shelter in basements in Pristin®2 Djakovica®?
and many other towns. However, such places also turned into death traps and sometimes when
villagersreturned from the hills they found bodies in these basements?® There are reports of
people being killed when hand grenades wete thraown into basements where they were shelteringd®

T
Refugee staterments indicate that larger towns, including Djakovica/Gjakove, Klina/Kline, (e iicﬁ':;&::#’
Kosovska Mitroyvica/Mitroviee, Pec/Peja, Pristina/Prishtine and Prizren/Prizren, were cleared in a
systematic way. These expulsions are described in more detail in the municipality entries, ;
especially in the case ofDjakovica and Pec, where the expulsions were particularly violent H "*’M&?‘:
{although many in Djakovicasucceeded in remaining in the town) Although these operations j’.&w
created panic and chaos as they were implemented, their implementation was methodical. i
Different areas were cordoned off and cleared block by block, while police and other forces lined wlyue S
the streets directing Kosovo Albanians to the railway or bus station. One interviewee describes
how on the afterncon of 27 March Serb forces separated the town of Suva Reka into two parts,
how in the south the forces were shooting indiscriminately to cause & mass exodus and how a
cormidor was opened to the north to allow the population to flee28 In Pristina a first wave of 2fg9k
large-scale expulsions took place in the 10 days toaround 4 April, after which expulsions { )
continued on a regular basis but not involving the samenumbers. Similarly, in Klina Kosovo p’,f.ﬂn!dul-'.}:l
Albamans were expelled on 28 March and again on 31 March,while in Kosovska Mitrovica
expulsions took place on 24-29 March, over several days in early April and on an increased scale
on 14 and 15 April.

One young man described his expulsion from Pec as follows:

On 28 March 1999 at around 09:00 hours an armed Serb civilian entered every house

on my street/area and ordered all the Albanian families: "Go to Albania or we will

come back to force you out. You have till noon " (The Serb civilian was not acting

alone, but his colleagues remained on the street and when he saw a "nice” carhe had | pitida,

them take it away.) Shortly afterwards (about half an hour) I and others went out 2odm Bt
into the street, gathering together as the policemen ordered us to go to the centre of Feniny a, A s
the city. At the centre of the city there were about 70,000-80,000 Albanians, who Gaunggy
had been forced from their homes, gathered together. [ joined the group in the centre Fengan
where police ordered us on to civilian trucks and buses and transported us to Prizven. g

57 G d wiyr
T P

During May the police began a registration programme for all IDPs in Pristina and a number of

other major towns and said that afier this Kosovo Albanians would be free. However, one refugee 2 V&%,
described this policy as "a ploy to discover the number of Albanians in Pristina", following which ﬂ,;‘; L
they would expel all IDPs from Pristina. Men in particular could not leave houses or apartments pﬂ.ffx@;,

because they would be taken away if found32 One 19-year-old man states: dossi =
. . . . Gog oo
On 19 May at 04:00 in the Vranjevac area of Pristina, we were surrounded by police. Yoy
All had blue uniforms. Some had green or black flak jackets. Some had &aﬁ?’u-
flame-throwers and automatic weapons. They were forcing their way into the houses G ::"
and removing anyone who did not have IDs or who did not come from Pristina. At b -
that time I hid in the sewer system 32 =N " Mg,
L a
By the latter part of May police in Pristina were ordering some people from outside the town © ""'&’Zg_,
return to their villages (although others continued to be expelled from Kosovo)32 AL %{
J” .ﬂ', A
The purpose of the registration programme is not entirely clear and could have served a number of ,#.,:""
H T .ﬂq-:r‘
gus ik, ot ot A,
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purposes: for example, (i) the police may have wanted to know which or how man y Kosovo
ﬂll:fﬂnians were lefi (a kind of census); (ii) the programme would identify TDPs and allow the
police to get them to move out, (iii) it represented another way to complicate property records
further (since by then Serbs had reportedly moved into the best houses in former Kosovo Albanian
paits of the town), (iv) it could assist the maintenance of law and arder in the town; (v) male
heads of household could be ordered to come to a given place (such as the post office) from
where they could be taken to the police station for "informative talks"; (vi) it made surc that no
Serbs had dodged the draft 21

Among the other towns where registration programmes were initiated were Gnjilane/Gjilan and
Suva Reka/Suhareke. Kosovo Albanian suspicians of this exercise were sometimes well-founded.
One man from Vucitrn describes how he and his family were told that they could goto a
designated location where they could receive Red Cross humanitarian assistance, but when they
arrived the men were separated from women and children, and then taken to Smrekovnica prison

- £ 5 A
oF T w2 Lﬁiﬂf{ﬂﬂé‘iﬂu
Displacement to the mountains and from village to village P Loy de= HEI. T 3
. . E el
While some of the expelled went directly to the border, hundreds of thousands of Kosovo Foug _"‘

Albanianswere displaced within Kesovo, often for many weeks. While initially those who were
expelled or had to flee generally fled only a short distance from their homes, increasingly groups
of 1DPs found themselves moved around from village to village and from hill to valley, until
eventually large convoysef tens of thousands of people were formed.

Initially the hills may have appeared toprovide
greater safety than villages whichwere being
shelled, but they also becamedangerous places.
In addition to being caught in crossfire in areas
where there was fighting between
Serbian/Yugoslav forces and the UCK, IDPs
were also sometimes targeted directly. In early
April Kosovo Albaniens from Kacanik were
forced by heavy artillery fire to leave their
houses and were driven towards the hills. As
they passed through the hills 40-50 V] soldiers
and police reportedly took up sniping positions  Abandoned IDP shelter in Kolic/Kolig area

and opened fire on them, killing between 40 and (Pristina/Prishtina) {photo: Ridvan Slivova) [200m]
70 people 42

Another IDP describes how the hills were shelled with mortars from Cirez/Qirez (Srbica) every
day for five days in mid-April. According to her account several thousand people were hiding in
the dense forest, and she described their position as being "like foxes in a fox hunt"; there was no
UCK resistance, and no one was shooting back 44 In the Cicavica mountains Kosovo Albanians
were literally hunted down by Serb forces. One man describes how one aftemoon in mid-Apnil,
after many children and elderly had fled to the mountains because of an offensive on the village of
Gornji Grabovac/Graboc 1 Eperm (Obilic), "suddenly two dogs came and there was shooting in
our direction”. He described how the dogs were being used by police and barked to show them
where to shoot. 43

Living conditions in the hills were extremely difficult. Initially there was still snow on the gm'-md
and it was bitterly cold. IDPs later erected plastic sheeting as tents, although this provided little
protection from the elements or from attack. Three men who stayed on the hillside above
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Bradas/Bradash (Podujevo) were killed by V/J in late March, even though one was mentally ill and,

since they were living in an TDP camp of plastic sheeting tents, they were clearly identifiable as
IDpg 48

In addition to the dangers from fighting or being pursued by Serb forces, lack of food also meant
that IDPs had to move from place to place in search of food as well as safety. Villagers had often
to flee for their lives with no time to take or carry food, equipment or clothing that might have
made their stay in the hills easier. One 55-year-old man described how IDPs gave leaves from the
trees to children who were suffering from a lack of food4? Villagers had to return to shelled
villages in search of food, often a dangerous undertaking from which some never returnad®2 A
32-year-old man, who spent five or six weeks in the Lap hills between Podujeve and Mitrovica,
eventually came to the conclusion, "Either we die from hunger or from fighting with the Serbs %9

Those who were displaced were often effectively denied adequate medical treatment and became
incidental casualties of the war. Others, especially the very young and the elderly, died from
exposure or lack of food. One man sheltering in the hills above Bukos/Bukosh (Suva Reka)
described how three or four children died of hunger and cold every day 30

Flight on foot, by car and by tractor

As villagers were expelled, many left independently in convoys of tractors, cars and with people:
on foot.

A few Kosovo Albanians fled on foot across the mountains, avoiding checkpoints and eventually
reaching safety 3! It should be noted that there was a 10-km exclusion zone along the border with
Albania, which had been mined by Serb forces in 1998, and that such a route was therefore a
perilous one. Fear was a key motivator in choosing such a precarious mode of flight Thus a
woman from Mala Krusa (Prizren), who had been forced to leave the village just before the

massacre of more than 100 men and boys in late March there, escaped on foot to Morine
(Albania) 52

The images of Kosovo refugees that reached the world's televisions screens were often of people
trekking across the snow or in columns through fields to the barder. While there are reports of
refugees doing just that, indeed one man described how he carried his T0-year-old mother through
the snow to Montenegra, 33 athers did not, however, come all the way on foot, Those fleeing were

often obliged to leave any motorized transport th ey had used just before the border and walk the
last few kilometres on foot,

Many refugees describe flesing in canvays of tractors, trailers, trucks and cars laden with
possessions, with others walking alongside. Those unable to walk were sometimes killed by
Serbian forces. 34 Sometimes these convoys were guarded by Serb forces, sometimes not. Vehicles
which broke down ar ran out of fuel had to be abandoned beside the road. Those who fled in cars
(who often came from the towns) were often forced to hand them over to Serb forces. Smarter

cars such as VW Golfs and Mercedes were particularly yulnerable. Cars ot tractors which were
allowed across the border often had their licence plates removed,
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Convoys

As villagers were expelled they werejoined by
other IDPs, often, particularly in areas where
villagers were on the movefor several weeks,
forming convoys that were tens of thousands
strong and many kilometres long. IDPs in the
Lap hillswest of Podujevo describe forming
part of groups of thousands of people who were
eventually forced to come down offthe hills to
Gomje Sudimija/Studime eEperme (Vucitm),
where between 90 and 160 peaple were killed o '

: ; - roonvoy golng lo Makovac! Te
af’ter being pulled from their tractors on the 144 “?P";::f“ Wris?;ifmj fi:fmm o mﬂmw} -
night of 2 May 23 Equally large convoys came

off the hillsaround Kolic/Koliq, east of Pristina, during April and May, as described in the report
of events in Pristina municipality.

i [ e T s Sl L - e Bt o AR T

As groups of IDPs from different villages gathered together they becarne vulnerable to attack
Thus 24 men taken from a group in Staro Cikatove/Cikatove e Vjeter (Glogovac) were killed on
17 April, while in Gladno Selo/Gllanaselle (Glogovac) 30 Kosovo Albanians were also killed, as
described in the entry for that municipality in Part V of this report. On 28 March about 150 men
and women were killed in Tzbica/lzbice (Srbica) from a group of thousands of IDPs displaced
fram the Izbica area in preceding days, as described in the section on events in that muni cipality

These long convoys effectively blocked communication routes. A 59-year-old man describes E{it_'f
waiting in a long line of vehicles at Prizren which took 40 hours to cover the 17 km to the ;

Albanian border. All the way to the border the military harassed peaple for bread, clothes, money

and 5o on, and at the border they took their remaining documents, including the vehicle licence

plate. They let them go and told them never to come back 36

Convoys were often moved from place to place, as the case history of the 27-year-old woman
from Gladno Selo (Glogovac) cited above tells. Similarly, a 30-year-cld woman from lzbica/lzbice
(Stbica) describes how she was ordered by police to go to Djakovica’Gjakova but when after 30
minutes a shell fell on the column of refugees, soldiers ordered them to go to Klina where police
ordered them to go back to Djakovica. Then at Glodjane/Gllogjan (Decani) they were sheltered
from police in a church by a priest before eventually being able to reach Albanis?

In the northern part of Kosovo convoys of up to 10,000 Kosovo Albanians were forced to leave
Kosovsko Mitrovica in mid-April and spernit several weeks on the move from village to village
being directed along on often minor roads (which would not have clogged main communicatian
routes) i the area between Kosovsko Mitrovica and Klina. One man, who was separated from his
family inSipolje/Shipol (a few kilometres south-west of Kosovsko Mitrovica), describes how
when his convoy was stopped on cventually reaching Djakovica and ordered to return to
Mitrovica, On the way back this convoy of 10,000 was halted in Klina/Kline for three days before
continuing on its way back to Kosovsko Mitrovica. It was halted on two further occasions, the
second at Srbica/Skenderaj (Srbica), where the men were separated from the women and children
and detained in a school building. After 15 days there they were transferred to Smrekovnica prison
for a further 15 days before eventually being deported to Albania on 25 May32 Similarly, Kosovo
Albanians expelied fromvillages around Lipljan/Lipjan were not told to follow the most obvicus

exit route south out of Kosove but to go to Albania via Prizren, as described in greater detail in
the description in Part V of events in Lipljan municipality,
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The redirection of IDPs might also be explained by the fact that the roads further on were not
clearing fast enough, as appeared to be the case at times when the border with the former
Yugoslav Republicof Macedonia became blocked

[tis also likely that this diversion of convoys was sometimes for Serbian strategic military reasons
linked to keeping communication routes open. However, it is also possible that the movernent
from place to place reflected the general confusion rather than a deliberate attempt to make the
[DPs' journey more perilous. There was nevertheless clear management of the flow of refugees.
OSCE-KVM officers on the Albanian side of the border near Prizren could see from the border
how the town of Prizren would fill up with IDPs for some days and then be emptied of them as
they were sent to the border. This resulted in influxes of 4,000-5,000 refugees a day at Morine
(Albania) for three to four days and then for three to 10 days there would be only a trickle.
Among other towns apparently used in this way were Belanica/Bellanice (Suva Reka/Suhareke)
and Veliki Kicic/Kqiqi Madh (Kosovska Mitrovica/Mitravice).

Fleeing families were sometimes told that it was safe to return and so would make their way back, wanen

or they were told that they had to move on to another town. Others sought to leave but were Al
turned back. One refugee describes how between | and 26 April her Family tried to leave Pristina Tt
for the border but were turned back either by police or VI on five different occasions in five P
different places, before they eventually succeeded on the sixth attempt 22 -:LF:-H ?

Alternatively Kosovo Albanians were turned back at the border and told to go to another border
crossing. Several buses were turned back from Djeneral Jankovic/Hani i Elezi (Kacanik) at the end
of March and told to go to the Jazince border crossing (slightly further west) into the former
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia 80

Checkpoints - extortion and killings

It s clear that many Serbian forces tervorized convoys and used the opportunity to extort money
and valuables from Kosovo Albanians before they were allowed to passé! Events as deseribed in
Part V of this report depict a widespread and pervasive pattern of extortion and robbery of 1DPs
One family describes its flight to Djakovica in late March, during which there was no trouble, but
in Djakovicaitself the family were beaten and robbed by police and body-searched for valuables.
They went on to Prizren and were again beaten by police, who also threw away all their food. The
police beat anyone whose vehicle broke down 62

At checkpoints the men in the convoys were often separated from the women and children and 724 49 .
were arrested and taken away or were killed. A man travelling south-west in a convoy from Crmi 24 iy
Lug/Carralluke (Klina) with tractors and trailers describes how the convoy was stopped and then  + $ Ry,
robbed by the police who took all money, gold and watches from them. Then they were told to

leave Kosovo and never come back. The police also took three young men from his village and

used rifles to shoot them dead, 53 /

Tol ﬂﬂjd
Serb forces also often demanded money of IDPs and killed those unable to hand any over. Those 7 et
mvolved were sometimes paramilitaries and sometimes (possibly rogue) VJ or police. One person ¢+ *
describes the president of Podujevo municipality being among the police participating in this L glrsg
operation.84 The convoys coming down from the area around Kolic (Pristina) to Pristina town

from late March until at least early May were subjected to particularly brutal treatment by

paramilitaries, apparentlylargely for financial gain. Paramilitaries took children and threatened to

kill them if their parents orother relatives did not give enough money to have them released6S

Thus the children of those who didnot have as much as DM 500 or even in some cases several

thousand deutschmarks, or who had already been robbed, were either beaten, abducted or
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irnfnediatuly killedSS In the worst cases families gave money but still their relatives were killed
quite arbitrarily 87 Ag elsewhere, young men inparticular were targeted and subjected to
harassment, beatings, abduction, arrest, mock execution and mass arbitrary killing®®

Deportation by buses, trucks and trains

More systematic deportations were made in buses and/or trains. When Serb forces came toa

village, Kosovo Albanians were often provided with buses then and there or told to assemble the
following morning when buses would arrive. Sometimes police accompanied them to the border
One refugee describes how police made the villagers of Randubrava/Randobrave (Prizren) board
buses on 27 March which took them to Zur, from where they had to walk to Albania, There were

two policermnen and one driver for each bus 52

Alternatively, depending on the location of the village, people were told to go to the railway
station where trains would take them to the border. An enforced air of "normality” was created by
the requirement to buy tickets for the journey (as described in greater detail below), Such
operations require advance planning and indicate a premeditated policy of expulsion on the part of
the Serbian authorities.

A railway worker stated that before the war there were two regular trains a day from Pristina to
Skopje, usually with three carriagss. During the war there were three or four extra trams running
each day. The ordinary moming train had between three and six carnages, while the unscheduled

trains had between nine and 13 carriages and there was even one with 21 camiages’?

While Pristina station served as a hub for deportations, expulsions were also carried out from
others, such as the main junction at Kosovo Polje/Fushe Kosove Kosovo Albanians were herded
towards stations under armed guard. Despite the fact that extra trains were laid on for these
expulsions theyoften had to wait for hours at the station were they were widely harassed and
beaten. There are also reports of public rapes there ! (Although a railway line runs east-west
across the province from Pristina to Pec no trains had run on that line since 1998 because of the
fighting, so that this route was not used for forced expulsions.)

The use of trains, the refugees' descriptions of the way Kosovo Albanians were force-marched 1o
the station, beaten and harassed there, herded on board and packed into carriages raised particular
conecerns. One woman describes waiting on the train for four hours befare it left Pristing station |
and hearing police shout through megaphones: "Go to NATO and ask them to protect youl"
When they arrived at the border with the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia the Serbian

border police shouted: " Animals, get off the train and go to Macedonia!'?2

A 47-year-old man who had fled from Glogovac/Gllogoc (Glogovac) arrived at Pristina station on
2 April. He explained:

There were thousands of peaple at the station. The first train arrived and was loaded
on 3 April at 21:00 hours. The second train was loaded on 4 April at 01:00 hours.
Each train consisted of 28 cars. The police were pushing the people into the
carriages. The Kosovars were screaming from the sheer force of the crowd. |
estimate the crowd to have been 60,000 people. While we were waiting two women
gave birth n the field. Behind the station police separated men aged 15 to 50 from
the women and children. The men were put on civilian trucks and driven [away]. 1
got on the third train at 05:15 hours. Before 1 got on the train I saw 2 woman
holding a baby. She was being pushedand was extremely frightened. She was afraid
of dropping the baby in the crowd. 1 held the baby for her until she had boarded the
train. I then handed her the baby through an open window of the train. I got on the

w"ﬂ’;—ﬂrﬁ

*:..:'5,
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train and it soon became packed with Kosovars. It was so packed, I and five others
were forced into the toilet compartment. The glass window of the toilet compartment

was painted over so | scratched off the paint to look outside. The train lzft the station
at 06:20 hours on 4 Aprl."

The interviewee further describes a "stop-start” journey to Kosovo Polje; Lipljan/Lipjan,
Urosevac/Ferizaj and Kacanik/Kacanik. At Lipljan he saw “thousands of Kosovars, surrounded by
pelices and paramilitaries... Some were in civilian clothes carrying Kalashnikovs .. At Ferizaj 1
saw thousands of Kosovars and many police. As we passed through Kacanik | saw only police. T2

Lack of provision of foad or water

Although these journeys generally took many hours and days, as the convoys, trains or buses were
often stopped for several hours befare being allowed to move on, there was no provision of food
or water for those being expelled, or it was only available for purchase at extortionate prices.

At Pristina station one [DP states that police refused to provide water for people being loaded on
trains. Water bottles were on sale for DM 10-15, although police had already demanded money

from the IDPs. Police declared, "NATO gives you water."7? Similarly, when villagers were
escorted by Serbian forces from Slovinje/Silovi (Lipljan) to Lipljan town, they were not allowed to

drink water for 16 hours on the journey.”5 Indeed, a number of interviewees describe how the
police and VJ actually took or destroyed any supplies of food and water in the possession of
fleeing Kosovo Albanians?t

Extortion and harassment on buses and traing and at the border

Expulsions by train or bus provided another oppartunity to extort money from Kosovo Albanians,

who had to buy tickets at inflated prices and pay in deatschmarks for the journey out of Kosovo?
Payment had to be made to the ticket controller, driver or accompanying police or VJ, orto a
combination of these.

Sometimes Kosovo Albanians were taken off buses and threatened or beaten and had to pay to be
allowed to get back on. Others had to pay in order to be allowed simply to pass checkpaints 78
Sometimes it was also necessary to pay police to cross the border, especially if IDPs did not have
an [D.22 One 41-year-old man, who took the train from Pristina to Djeneral Jankovic on 31
March, where he got off the train, had like many others to walk along the railway tracks to the
border, At the border he asked a policeman how he could enter and was told he should give him

DM 200. He said that he saw a lot of peaple giving money£0

Confiseation of docoments

The majority of refugee statements indicate that documents, as well as money and valuables, were
routinely taken from Kosovo Albanians by police, VJ or Serbian border police, either en route to
the border or at the border itself, whether with Albania or the former Yugoslav Republic of

Macedonia8! This practice was sufficiently widespread as to constitue a clear pattern. Other
refugees left their documents in their houses because they had to leave so suddenly or had them

burned in the house or had had them econfiscated at a police station or in prison#2 Car and tractor
licence plates and documents were also taken 32

Border erossing points

Major border crossing points for refugees were as follows:
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Montenegro (FRY): Kulina (on the road from Pec to Rozaj e).

Albanin: Qaf ¢ Morines, Qaf e Prushi (both between Djakovica and the Albanian border),
Morine (on the road from Prizren and Zur/Zhur to Kukes).

Former Yugostav Republic of Macedonia: Jazince (on the mountain road from Dubrava to
Tetovo), Blace (on the road from Djeneral Jankovic to Skopje), Tanusevei, Malina Mala,
Straza, Lojane, Tabanovee (on the border between Kosovo and former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia east of Djeneral Jankovic)33

Routes taken out of Kosovo

However, the most obvious exit route was not always taken, and convoys were sometimes
diverted along minor, dirt roads to avoid main communication routes as described above; This was
particularly true of those from the north of the province. Many refugees from Kosovska Mitrovica
and the surrounding area were not sent north to Leposavic/Leposavig, west towards Rozaje
(Montenegro) or scuthwards down the main route to the former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia. Instead they were compelled to take very roundabout routes south-west along minor
roads, eventually reaching Prizrenand then Albania

The overnding need from the point of view of the Serbian authorities was to keep main
communication routes open to supply Serb forces with matriel, fuel and food. In the same way
the 1998 "winter exercises” held in the Vucitm area were also intended to ensure that the main
supply route was kept open. 2 Convays of refugees only clogged up roads, and is perhaps why
refugees were sent hither and thither,

Noles

| Kosovo Albanians sccounted for 82 per cent of a total population of over 1,956,000 in the province on the basiod
fgures estimited and provided by UNHCR, Geneva, 15 Cotober 1999,

? Under the UNHCR/Intemational Organization for Migration (I0M) Humanitarian Evacuation Programme 79,979
Eosova refugees had been evacunted to countries outside the region from the start of the programme on § Apritintil 9
June 1999, By 5 Jaly this fgure had increased w 91,057,

} Bronwen Maddox, "The 80 Days War®, The Times, 15 July 1999, p. 49,
& Cited at NATO Press Brieling 13 My 1999,

5 Roy Gutman and Crivid Riell {eds.), Crtmes of War: What the Public Should Kdow (New Yark: W. W, Morion, 1999),
p. 201. Those displaced intemally by the 1998 escalation of conflict in Kosovo were estimated at 200,000 byJban fan
aid organizations as at 16 July 1998 and at 263,000 by the Mother Teresu Society as at 19 July 1998 Gesellschaft fir
Bedrohte Vilker, "Kosave Kreig, Verlreibung, Manssaker. Bin Bericht der Gesellschalt it bedrohte Valker", Angust
1998, available (as of October 1999) at httpfwww.gfbv.de/dokus/kosove. htmThe Council for the Defence of Human
Rights and Freedoms in Pristing estimated that Council for the Defence ofHuman Rights and Freedoms in Prisling
estimated that there were 270,000 displaced asof 9 August 1998, as stated in th

6 QECE-KVM, "Diaily Report”, 2 April 1999, grves UNHCR fgures for refugee arrivals for the period 24 March to the
morming of 2 April as follows: Albania 120,000; the former Yugoskiv Republic of Macedonia 70,000; Montenegro
(FRY) 31,000; Bosnia-Herzegovina 7,400, A further 68,000 refugees were registered in Albania and 48,000 in the
furmer Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia the following day. It is not possible from the refugee interviewee forms, or
other data gathered by OSCE-KVM, to assess accurately the numbers of displaced either within Kasove or thosdleeing
to other countries, Caloulation of the numbers of displaced, especially of IDPs, was & complex issue, andither agencies,
snch as UNHCR, were better equipped 1o assess this.

7 See, e, M/LT26; M1504.
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% AJ0130; AJOZ16; M/0529; M/0248; M/1780,
? Even in relatively non-violent situations M/1194 describes how o comvay of 10,000 peaple which left Mrame/Mrimor

(Pristina) in late March was accompanied by 100-200 police "who harassed us®. AJO615, who was held inSmrekoviica
prison and then taken by bus on 23 May to Prizren, describes

and the
drver were allowed to take cover, the men were lefl out in the opesi. The men were then taken 1o Zur andold to walk to
the Albanian border,

10 Af1027. Other accounts of this expulsion and repeat expulsions which were carried out on epproximately I00March
and 4 April are given in A004E; AVTO27; AJODA4: 410641,

1 Aloza6,

13 A/0348, The group he was with had to give money and jewellery to pammilitaries to be allowed to enter
Ropove/Rogove (Dinkovica) snd seek shelier there,

13 AA1018.
14 M/0349,
15 MI1528.
L AD216,
17 M/0364; MIDSET,
B 71522,
12 A/0181,
0 /1250,
11 M/OR74.
22 AM3SE.

3 Further defails are given below under the subbeading "Checkpoins - extortion ond killings” and n Part Vgvents in
Pristina municipality.

% M/1267, comprising the stalemenis ol tiree sisters including the disabled woman.
5 M/1224.

6 AM0735; AJOZEE, AMR30; AST24.

T af0s7T.

1% AS0040, ADIOE.

9 44/1034, who said that the UCE was trying "io protect the population” when it advised them to move from anplice 1o
anaother,

0 OSCE-KVMRCS/CC Urosevac, HE Special Report "Chronology of events in Kacanik", 11 March 19959,

3 oAS1031.

32 M/0OTT; MIO151; MAO243; MI03ST; M/1035; M/1728; M/1729; M/1763.

33 ANOTL; ANDD4S; AND04S; A0S04; AFID5D; AJ1112; MI1515,

34 A/0633 reported that those who had sheliered in basements in Landovica/Landovice (Prizren) were killedalthongh it
is not clear that he saw these bodies). M/0198 and M/1702 found a mutilated body in o basemeniBanjica/Bajice

( Facamk},
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3% AND921 Brestovac/Bresioc (Orahovac), M/0410 Paklek/Pokiek i Vieter (Glogovac).
35 410154,

T ADLE.

M M/1256; see also MY 1387,

30 Mrizez,

40 W70,

! Discussions with OSCE-KVM officer, September 1999,

42 AJ0S60. For further details see Pant V, entry on Vocitrm/Vushirr municipality.
21 pMroTha,

4 M/123567.

5 MI0GD4, M/1294 also deseribes how on 22 March Serbian units amived in Gladno Selo/Gllanaselle (Glogovaciwith
dogs.

46 dr1712,

47 Mr1123.

4% Mf1267 deseribes how by mid-April in Srbica municipality, "Food ran out and many foraged from the villages at
night."

9 MIDB56. AMD127 also descabes fleeing o 4 mouniain village where children were without adequate food omvarmth
M/O325 deseribes lack of food a5 being one reason for Might {as well a5 fear of Serbsh M/1508 describes how a
three-month-old baby died in Bajgora/Bajgore (Kosovska Mitrovica) because of the bad conditions and hovmen who
retuened to their villages 1o try and And food never returmed; M/1614,

50 M/0939. MI0569 also deseribes how a man with a kidney disease died on 24 April because he was unable to goto
hospital for dialysis,

51 A/0938 crossed the moundains into Tetove (fommer Yegoslay Republic of Macedoniz) from Misor (Suve Reka) im
journey taking six weeks, invelving perilous conditions (shelling, lack of food and water) and avaidance ol 23
checkpoints; MOS0 went by loot from Djskovice/Giakova to Albania on a joumey lasting two days,

52 AlozT2,

53 A/0995.

4 A/1045 saw three people who could not walk shot in Drenovee (Kosovska Kameniea), A/0421 tells how inPristina on
20 April he witnessed 10 men in green camonflage and masks realize tvat an old woman could not walkiny mare; they
said 1o leave her behind and then killed her in front of the interviewee.

55 AJ0552; AMOSS4; AJDG20 (describes convoys as being 7,000-8,000 long); A/0626; A/DE2T; A/0797; A/OS16;

A/OB54; ADBSS; AJDBS6; AMDBG1; A/OBEZ; A/0956; M/1305; M/1502 (describes convoys as being between 5,000 and
20,000 strong.

36 AJG216,

5T AfD145.

58 A/I058. AJ0996 describes o similar joumey from Kosovska Mitroivea and back after which he was arrested andspent
(ime in Smrekovnica prison befone being released,

59 M/0T10.
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 Mi1128. In this case, it is likely that this was because the border was af that time blocked as a resalt of thenassive
influx of refugees.

61 See also Chapter 12, Deliberate destruction of civilian property, looting and pillage.

62 AMD460 (who said that the police wore black masks or had painied their hands and faces). M/1256 also states thaSerh
forces stole the IDPs' fbod from a convoy which had just resched Pristing on 23 April.

63 AMD130.

64 M/1123.

65 M/D3 14; MA2SE, MYT404; MALATT; MUL4BO; M/1T30; MA1TIT.
96 WV 1238; MF1260; MY1320; MV LISD9; MU1440; M/1757.

57 AMDG36, M/1351; M/1365.

& M/114T; M/1238; M/1256, M/1260; M/1263; M/1279; M/1320; M/1351; M/1365; M/1440; M/ 1480; M/1611;
M/ ETO% MI1TIT MI1TEL, MI1TS5; MPL756; MA175T: MIT760; M/1850,

9 A/0919.

"0 OSCE-MiK, 9 October 1999,

1 Bee also Chapter 7, Rape and other forms of sexual violence,

72 MiB0T

73 MA0065 (who said that two babies died on (he train becanse it was 5o dengely packed )
HMI1508.

75 AND3T6.

76 AD243; AND460; M/1256.

77 See also Chapler 12, Deliberate destruotion of civilian property, looting and pillage. M/0271; M/T37; M/AOB10;
MAOEG4: MAOSEL; MITOSL,

78 M/ 1278 speaks of having to hand over DM 1,000 at Kacanik on 22 May when he was taken ofT the bus and beiten and
told that if he did not pay they would kill everyone on the bus,

7 MI0104, who did not have documents, had to pay border guards of the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonizo be
allowed to enter,

80 M/DO34. It is not clear whether he was speaking to police of the FRY or the former Yugoslav Republic ofMacedonia.
M/1031 had to pay DM 100 to a Macedonian female border guard for not having a passport.

#1 M/0O%2 is onc example where they did not do so. M/ 1502 explained that since documents were often destroyedit the
border, refugess tried to hide them.

B M/1403.
23 AN30.
84 For further details see Part V, enfry on Vucitm municipality.

85 Extrapolated from map drawn by UNHCR GIS Unit Skopje, 21 May 1999,
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; FART IV : The impact of the conflict on communities and groups in Kosovo
%, society
l Contents Previous MNext

INTRODUCTORY NOTES TO PART IV

The chapters in this part of the report look at the specific and different ways in which communities
and groupe in Kosovo society experienced human rights violations during the period covered by
the OSCE-KVM.

The absence of a separate chapter on Kosovo Albanians

There is no separate chapter here addressing in general terms the experiences of Kosovo
Albanians inthe period to 9 June 1992, This is because the findings of this report, in its various
thematic chapters in Parts I11 and IV, and in the descriptions of events in the municipalities in Part
V, are dominated by the description of the Kosovo Albanian experience of the conflict. While this
15 reflective of the predominance of Kosovo Albanians among those from whom the OSCE-KVM
gathered statemnents about human rights violations, the findings are consistent with other analyses
of the conflict in Kosovo: that overwhelmingly the victims of human rights and humanitanan law
violations up to 9 June were Kosovo Albanians.

Allegations about Kosovo Albanian perpetrators

The issue of Kosovo Albanians as perpetrators of humanitarian law violations is addressed in &

number of places in this report where reference is made to violations by the UCK. Another

mmportant nuance of the conflict in Kosovo is the issue of Kosovo Albanian complicity with
Yugoslav/Serbian forces in human rights and humanitarian law violations committed against other |, PARS_
Kosovo Albanians. Although reporting of this in refugee statements is rare, there are references to 7 rfrmop
some Kosovo Albanians assisting the Yugoslav and Serbian forces, or acting in concert with them.

‘ﬂ
Some are described as providing information. For example, one man recounted how in Suva 14
Reka/Suhareke on 28 April "two Albanians authorized by the Serbs came to register all the young /224
men to work and fight for them, but we refused and hid our boys"! Qthers are mentioned, Veog

invariablyby name, as having participated in forced expulsions? or as having accompanied Serbs 14000,
when they carried out arbitrary killings2 A Kosovo Albanian police officer from Urosevac/Ferizai s,
is mentioned in nine separate refugee interview statements as being involved in looting, extortion,

harassment, forced expulsion and killings? Similarly, interviewees recognized a Kosovo Albanian
police officer from Kosovska Mitrovica/Mitrovice among those involved in the arbitrary detention
and/or beatings meted out to detainess at Smrekovnica/Smerkonice prison (Vucitm/Vushtr

municipality}3

Kosovo Serbs and Roma: an appropriate human righis response to allegations against
whole communities

There are separate chapters here dealing with the role in the conflict of, and its impact on,
members of the Kosovo Serb and Kosovo Romani communities.

Towards the end of the mandate of the OSCE-K'VM it was already becoming evident that issues
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of summary and arbitrary punishment and of the alleged "collective guilt" of both the Serb and the
Romani population of Kosovo were emerging,

Itis a fundamental principle that "collective responsibility" cannot be assigned to a whole group
and used to justify human rights and humanitarian law violations against it. Although the evidence
is strong that certain Kosovo Serbs, as well as Kosovo "Gypsies"(Maxhuper),® committed human
rights violations in Kosovo, the concept of collective guilt of the entire populations must be
rejected. As with any other group, alleged perpetrators among the Serb and Romani population
must be treated on an individual basis and offenders brought o justice in accordance with
internationally accepted standards of fair trial,

Motes

L AND&2. MI1526 (Barljevo/Barileve, Pristing, 20 March) also mentions a Kosove Albanian assisting palice tolocate
LDE activists.

I MAO12T (Grjilane/Gjilan, 26 March): M/1750 (Obilic/Obilig, 28 March).

¥ M/OTO2 and M/092 1 (Kacanik/Kacanik, both hearsay naming the same perpetrator).

£ MO1BO (hearsay); MID496; M/OS9T; M/OBIS; M/1092, M/1127; MF1129; M/1200; M/1338.
5 AJDSS4; AJDS0R: AJOSS0; AS1041.

& See explanatory note in Chapter 20 on the use of this term.

Caonianls Prewious Maxt
KOSCVO { KOSOVA As Sesn, As Told OSCE OOi4R
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% QlSICle KOSOVO / KOSOVA As Seen, As Told

PART IV : The impact of the conflict on communities and groups in Kosovo
society (Chapler 75)

Contents Previous e

YOUNG MEN OF FIGHTING AGE

The monitoring by the OSCE-KVM Human Rights Division confirms that young men were the
group that was by far the most targeted in the conflict in Kosovo, particularly in the period after
the OSCE-KVM's evacuation and the commencement of the NATO air campaign against FRY
Clearly, there were many young men involved in the UCK (see Chapter 3, The military/security
context), but every young Kosovo Albanian man was suspected of being a terrorist! If
apprehended by Serbian forces - VJ, police ar paramilitary - the young men were at risk, more
than any other group of Kosovo society, of grave human rights violations, Many were executed
on the spot,2 on occasion after horrendous torture. Sometimes they would be arrested and taken
to prisons ot other detention centres, where, as described afterwards by men released from such
detention, they would be tortured and ill-treated, while others would simply not be seen again.
Others were taken for use as human shields or as forced labour2 Many young men "disappeared”
following abduction.

It 1s not possible in this report, on the basis of the data gathered by the OSCE-KVM, to determine
how many men on either side were killed in combat. The focus in this section is on cases of people
subjected to grave human rights violations who appear to have been non-combatant civilians,
Even if some of the young men referved to here were in fact members of the UCK, in all the cases
cited they are reported as having been hors de combat as defined in Common Article 3 of the

194% Geneva Conventions.

Killings

Very many statements speak of executions of young men, sometimes because they came from
locations that were well-known UCK strongholds, at other times because they had the same family
names as known UCK fighters. In most cases, however, they seem to have been killed simply
because they were male and young enough to join the UCK. In one illustrative case a 41-year-old
man saw how police separated two young men from the convoy in which they were all travelling,
Since the young men were identified as coming from Lapastica/Llapashtice (Podujevo),a fewa g
well-known UCK stronghold, they were summarily killed!

It is very commeonly recorded in the statements taken by the OSCE-KVM how men were
separated from the other inhabitants as the villages were attacked? as they were leaving in
convoys or as they were trying to ¢ross the border into the former Yugoslav Republic of h ﬁﬁfgﬂ
Macedonia or Albania. In manysuch instances, the men were killed on the spot, often in front of ¥
their families, often in groups® At other times the men went missing after being detained in this
way, only for their bodies to tum up later.

The following cases are illustrative. For an indication of the full extent of the phenomenon,
reference should be made to Part V of this report, surveying Kosovo's 29 municipalities.

At Iglarevo/Gllareve (Klina) the young men (the interviewee says "boys") were not
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allowed to leave as the rest of the villagers were expelled by Serb forces on 17

March 1999. The next day one of the villagers went back to the village to see what  / vy
had happened to the boys. He saw the burned body of a boy tied up to hay; only the —_—
bones and parts of the legs were left. Eleven other boys had been shot all at the same

spot, executed. They buried the young men right there?

One 17-year-old boy describes how on his way to Velika Krusa/Krushe ¢ Madhe (Orahovac), he  / Yeru,,

was stopped by police and put in a line of young men. They were forced to say "Long live Serbia” -

and give the Serbian sign (three fingers), A 25-year-old mute man, since he could not say "Long

live Serbia ", was ordered to get into a pool of water, He was shot in the back and a second time

with an automatic weapon. The police then took four or five men from the group and put them in

the water, one by one. They forced them to drink from the pool where the bodies were. They were

then shot. This happened over a three- or four-hour period, T L
g d wAS

In Podgradje/Pogragje (Gnjilane), 30 paramilitaries drove through the village on a stolen tractor, / 2#at/

Five young men, Kosovo Albanians, were at that time coming from the other direction. The e’

paramilitaries stopped them, ordering them to lie down on the road so that all the villagers could

see. Then the paramilitanies trod on the backs of the young men for a while and beat them with

rifles. After that four of the young men were shot in their backs as they were lying face down an

the asphalt. The paramilitaries told the fifth one to go in the village and get some fuel so that they

could bumn the bodies. When he refused to do so they put him on top of the bodies and shot at

him. He was wounded but survived 2

Two interviewees describe how & convoy was stopped just outside Donji Cmobreg/Carrabreg i
Ulte (Decani) on 7 May 1999 by four masked men in camouflage uniforms, whe took young men
from the tractors. Four young men were forced to lie down on the ground with their hands behind
their heads. Three others were forced to do the same about 10 metres away. Then [a masked) man
shot the four men in the back of the head with a single bullet each. He walked over to the other
three men. A man from the convoy had been collecting money and jewellery and offered them,
pleading that they not be killed - two of the three were his sons. The man shot the three men and

then the father as well 12

An interviewee described being in a convoy of IDPs which arrived in Grashtica/Grashtice
(Pristina), where it was stopped by paramilitaries. The paramilitaries took nine young men from 20
to 28 years of ape and made them stand at attention with their backs to the people, then they were
killed. Nextthey tied a young man to an electric pole and used him for target practice starting with
his legs, handsand then from the head down. In all 11 were killed!! Another man who was forced
out of a convoy at Grastica at around the same time described how he was brought behind a
neighbouring house where he was shown "about 100" executed young men lying side by side. He
was asked whether he recognized any of the dead "terrorists” and as he was unable to identify
them, he was then shot with one bullet through his face/neck. He survived by pretending to be
dead 12

4 j‘fj'w-'ﬁ.p
A 28-year-old woman witnessed how 11 men were separated from a convoy in Gladno
Selo/Gllanaselle (Glogovac). All 11 were shot straight away a few metres in front of the
interviewee. They were ordered into one line, and first shot in their knees and legs, and all men fell.
13 |

As Serb forces surounded the villagers of Dubrava/Lisnaje (Kacanik) in the mountains on o/ Gfruny |
around 13 Apnl, a woman interviewee saw how some of the young men were caught. She saw the — '
paramilitaries lining up 11 of the men and tie their hands behind their backs. Then they wounded

them with automatic fire (legs and arms). While the men were still alive, the paramilitaries carved
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out the eyes from some of them, slashed their throats, opened the chests of others and one other
had his forehead cut open. 14

Fate unknown - young men missing following abduction

In addition to the kind of killings described above, very many young Kosovo Albanian men were
seen being taken away from villages or out of convoys, and their subsequent fate was not known
at the time the cases and incidents were being reported to the OSCE-KVM_12 At the time of
writing this report, some 7,000 Kosovo Albanians were estimated to be missing 8

Arrest, detention, torture and ill-treatment

(The issues touched upon here are also extensively covered in Chapter 6, Torture and
ill-treatment, Chapter 9, Arbitrary arrest and detention, and Chapter 10, The violation of the right
to a fair trial )

It is impossible to determine why some young Kosovo Albanian men who were apprehended by
Yugoslav and Serbian forces were summarily killed, and others were not. Those who were not
killed faced other kinds of human rights violations, particularly arbitrary arrest and detentian, very
often accompanied by torture and ill-treatment. As one SS-year-old inmate of Lipljan/Lijpan prison
said, "young men were the biggest targets” for beatings and maltreatment. He added "they wanted
to destroy them" 17

Nevertheless, there 15 evidence that, notwithstanding the clear focus of the Yugoslav and Serbian
farces in targeting young Kosovo Albanian men for prave human rights violations, at least in
certain instances the handing over of enough money could secure the release even of young men
from arbitrary detention after they had been apprehended following attacks on their villages, at
checkpoints ar in the IDP convoys.

At the end of March in Belanica/Bellanice (Suva Reka) masked VJ demanded DMI,000 from
each family with young men. The interviewee saw 10 men forced to kneel, with guns pointed at
them. Those who could not pay were led away 18 When the village of Celina/Celine (Orahovac)
was surrounded by Serb forces on 25 March, young men were separated from the group and lined
up. Afier the villagers paid around DM 20,000 the young men were released 12 As one
30-year-old man described when the bus by which he was being expelled from Glogovac/Gllogoe
was stopped in Lipljan on 3 May at a police checkpoint: "All young men were ordered out of the
bus and beaten with batons. Those who could pay the DM 300 were released."22 A young woman
saw police abduct four young men from her bus at a checkpoint on 24 May in Pristina. Among the
young men was her brother; when she handed over DM 400 the police released them2!

MNotes

| For example, A/1077 descnbes how special police in Savrovo stopped every tractor and searched for young menSee
also Chapter 17, Children, where one pammilitary is quoted as having said that all young boys must be killedbecause
olherwise they would grow up and seek revenge”. Also, in one wusual incident, neverthelesiliustrative of the Kosovo
Albanian community's justified anxiety over the targeting of its young men, a §6-year-olthan describes how in Suvn
Reka, on 28 Apnil two Kosovo Albanians "authorized by the Serbs” attempted toregister young Kosova Albanian men (o
wark and fight for the Serbg, but the interviewee and others refused toco-operate and hid the young men, A/1062.

3 MI/1193; M/1196.

3 For more information concerning these violations see Chapter 13, Human shields and other endangerment of
non-combatinis.
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4 M/09R1.
¥ MID496; MI0622; M/O166.

6 Mumerous examples, ineluding AMM133; AMZRY; A/D492: MAOES; MAOZ20: MA0240; MO39 MDA T, MIDSE;
MDD, MIOT20: MOR30; MI13TE; MI1IEE; M0 MITOT; M/1T747.

TAM0415.

% AM0118. Incident ocourred on 1 Aprl 1999,

" M/144]. Incident occurred on 18 April 1999, as recounted io the interviewee by his brother,
10 AM0574; AMD420,

1 M/1256, The incident is reported to have happened on 23 April 1999,

* M/1815. Attached to the interview form is a medical certificate confirming that he had been operated on for facial
imjuries.

13 M/1619. The incident happened on or around 23 April 1999,
14 M/0383.

I3 For example A/0417; AD423; A/0450; M/0D034; MAO0OE: MAOIEZ MAOTIS: WUDELS, WA 119, MILT20; M/LSGE:
MI162.

16 Tom Hundley, "Kosovars agonize aver the missing" Chicage Tribune, 7 Oclober 1999,
17 M7
18 A/0139.
19 AST42.
30 M/D473.

L MATT48.
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KOSOVO / KOSOVA As Seen, As Told

PART IV : The impact of the conflict on communities and groups in Kosove
society (Chapfer 16)

Contants Previous Mext

WOMEN

The way women in which were targeted during the conflict differed notably from the way in which
men were targeted. Much of the violence that women suffered seems to have been directed
towards their gender in a way that appears also to have been intended to humiliate the whole of
Kosovo Albanian society. Instead of being arbitrarily killed, as were many mien, many women
suffered rape and other forms of sexual violence, since the perpetrators knew that this attached
extreme stigma inmany women's eyes (see also Chapter 7, Rape and other forms of sexual
violence),

In some cases when men and women were separated, the men were victims of extra-judicial
killing, torture and ill-treatment, while the women were taken away and raped nearby. As young
men were singled out from the conveys, so were groups of young women. However, in such
cases, it was more common for women and children to be released and sent an their way out of
Kosovo, while the men were kept back by Yugoslav/Serbian forces.

Pregnant women were at risk of being specifically targeted by Yugoslav/Serbian forces, given a
chimate in which the high birth rate in Kosovo Albanian society has been portrayed by the official
media as part of a deliberate policy to increase the Kosove Albanian population in the provincel
There are several reports of pregnant women being beaten in the stomach, killed or
disembowelled. They also had difficult births in difficult situations. There are reports of many
children being borm in themountains without any medical support and with almost no sustenance.
Women also gave birth atrailway stations, at the border and in similar public places. Many of the
babies born in these circumstances died.

When villages came under attack, women were left in an especially vulnerable position, as they
were often left behind with the children and the elderly. There are many accounts telling how the
men left avillage, sither to join the UCK or to go into hiding, and how they told the women to
stay behind because they thought "the Serb forces would not harm the women",

The number of women fighters in the UCK has been the subject of many articles in the
international media. There are no exact figures for the number of women who participated in the

fighting,
Gender-based humiliating and degrading treatment

Yugoslav/Serbian forces deliberately humiliated women in ways that could severely traumatize
them, as they carried out expulsions of the Kosovo Albanian population. A common form of
humiliation wasto grope the women and force them to undress, often under the pretext of
searching for money or valuables, There are numerous accounts of how Yugoslav/Serbian forces
would grope the women underneath their clothes and keep their hands there for a long time. Many
women were also forced to undress in public, sometimes only to the waist, sometimes completely.
Sometimes the women were even sent away without any clothes.
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One 29-year-old woman describes how three paramilitaries entered the house and dragged her
nto the room where her parents were, She states: "They forced my mother and me to undress.
They groped and ridiculed us in front of my father.'2 A 41-year-old man describes leaving

Pec/Peja inmid-April 1999 and seeing police take the clothes off women and send them away
naked.3

Violence against pregnant women and mothers

Many interviewees tell how pregnant women were targeted in different ways by the
Yugoslav/Serbian forces. Pregnant women were harassed and beaten. In Lukare/Llukare (Pristina)
in mid-April & manin a large convoy describes seeing paramilitaries ask a pregnant woman on a
tractor in front of him for money and confiscate her ring. He said: "They threatened to cut open
her stomach but let her go after she had given them some maney.' Paramilitaries were also seen
beating a pregnant woman in the abdomen when they expelled people from their flats in Pristina
on 24 March $

The work of the OSCE-KVM with refugee women

Once refugees reached the refugee camps in Albania and the former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia and the OSCE-KVM started to collect statements, it became clear that many more
men than women were coming forward for interview. OSCE-KVM staff considered that new
approaches to the collection of information were needed, especially given that the general
practice was for the (male) head of household to come and speak with interviewers. By more
proactive approaches directly to women, the percentage of interviewees who were women was
raised to 25 per cent.

In Cegrane camp (former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia) the OSCE-KVM worked in close
collabaration with a Kasovo Albanian women's organization, Motrat Qiriasit. They organized
several workshops with young women and girls and also with more mature women. The subject
matter varied, included such topics as self-empowerment, health issues, self-defence and
solidarity between women, especially those who were victims of sexual violence. An important
additional component was singing and dancing, since this helped the women to regain their
spirits and make them more prepared to tackle problems,

OSCE-KVM officers participated in the workshops, sometimes presenting the work but
sometimes just as participants in the workshops. Quite quickly they were accepted and were
seen as just another participant. This also led more women to come to the OSCE-KVM tent to
give statements. It was also possible for the OSCE-KVM officers to bring women who were
traumatized or had been victims of sexual violence to the workshops without anyone being
labelled in any way. This ongoing work helped to avoid problems encountered in the past, when
human rights organizations tock statements from victims of sexual violence and then left them
alone with their traumas, or even traumatized them again.

Sometimes this had fatal consequences. One pregnant woman describes being forced to leave
Vucitrn/Vushtrri, walking to a nearby village from where she took the bus to Pristina on 10 April,
Before the bus got to Pristina it was stopped and the police forced everyone to get off. She states;

They hit me with batons in my stomach and on my back. Afterwards, I lost
consciousness. I woke up at border at Bllace [Blace, the former Yugosiav Republic
of Macedonia], and from there | was taken to Tetovo hospital. After 23 hours | gave
birth, but my baby, a girl, was born dead. The baby had sustained internal bieeding
after the beating &
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Similarly, a husband describes how when they came to the border in Djeneral Jankovic/Hani |
Elezit (Kacanik) one police officer saw that his wife was nine months pregnant, The policeman
"insulted her with the word "Shiptar’ and hit her with his fist at her back. On 12 April the baby
died during the birthin the Tetovo hospital"?

A rape of a pregnant woman leading to her requiring an abortion is deseribed in Chapter 7, Rape
and other forms of sexual violence®

Pregnant women were not spared from the killing. A 65-year-old man describes how on the way
from Pristina to Kolic/Koliq (Pristina) he saw dead bodies every 40 metres or so along the road.
He states: "I also saw the dead body of a pregnant woman, whose body had been cut oper. Her]

dead baby was lying on her.'® h ﬂ-t‘:g,. DYy Bon

e "s\,_‘r
Ineidents indirectly caused by the conflict. Being caught up in the conflict has particularly tragic e """:m
consequences for many other pregnant women e, e :

One woman hid in her house in Vucitm for 10 days in early April while the town was shelled. She ‘;‘i“af!a?&
3. s . . e
said: "We were (oo scared fo go out because palice were guarding the houses around us, since

there were Serbs living there ... During this time spotlights were shining into our house and we ﬁm o
crawled on floor so as not to be seen through the windows, As | was nine months pregnant the Vads

baby was pushed upwards in my stomach when | was crawling on the floor and when T gave birth '
the baby was born dead."1% Another woman from Slivovo/Slivave (Urosevac) who was eight

months pregnant describes hearing shooting and seeing armoured vehicles on 28 March. She fell

and could not move, the baby was born prematurely and died. She said that she was very

frightened and that this probably broughton the labour 1!

Births. As the Kosovo Albanian population was foreed to leave Kosovo, many pregnant women
gave birth along the way in very difficult situations. There are many accounts of women giving
birth inrailway stations, in fields, on hillsides and at the border. In many of these cases the baby
died shortly after the birth, as on occasion did the mother.

One woman deseribes how in Pristina on 30 March people were lined up and had to walk to the
railway station. She said that "a woman who give birth to a baby was abducted with the newly
born baby"12 Another woman at Pristina station at about the same time tells how "police were
firing shotsin the air", She said: "I saw a woman giving birth. Another woman was taken away in
labour. We were told to get on the crowded train and were taken to the border " 13 A man at
Pristina station at about this time also describes seeing two women giving birth, He said that one
baby died soon after, while "the police were just standing around the women, laughing at them"14

Another young man describes how a baby was born in the mountaing in mid-April as the villagers
from Vlastica/Llastiche (Gnjilane) took refuge there Quite soon after the birth the baby died; a
three-month-old baby also died at about the same time 13

Gender violence targeting women

A 17-year-old boy describes how in Vucak/Vucak (Glogovac) in late March & woman, whose face .
"showed she had suffered a lot" was standing 2-3 metres from him. She was holding a | '-',:.f-"*'”"i'
three-month-old baby in her arms. One police officer in a black unifirm asked the woman in —
Albanianwhether it was a boy or a girl and she replied that he was a boy, Then the police officer

asked whether she had enough milk to feed her son and she said. "Yes, I have enough." For some

reason the police got very angry with this answer. He took the baby from her, grabbing it out of

her arms. All this time she had being trying to comfort the baby who had been crying the whole

time. The baby fellon the ground where it lay crying. He tore the woman's dress, took out his
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knife with his right hand,held the woman with his left hand and cut her breast off with one quick
movement. The woman was crying and screaming, She kneeled and curled up. No one dared help
her. The policeman joined theother policemen without making any other comments and his
colleagues behaved as if this wereperfectly narmal behaviour1

Resistance

Some women tried to resist the violence against them. There are several accounts of women
resisting, sometimes with tragic results as they were killed on the spot or subjected ta other Eross
human rights abuses, A 66-year-old man, who was travelling in & convoy of 300 families which
was more than a kilometre long, describes how in mid-April they were stopped at gunpoint by
Serbs near the entrance to Djakovica/Gjakove, A 22-year-old woman was pulled from the tractor
by a paramilitary "whowanted her". She resisted and the Serb shot her dead with a Kalashnikov in
front of her father-in-law and brother-in-law. The Serbs then pulled her body to the side of the
road and ordered the convoy on 12

In other cases women actually managed to prevent the Yugoslav/Serbian forces from taking any
women with them. A 26-year-old man describes how in Globare/Globare (Glogovac) in mid-April
six soldiers came, took money and gold and ordered several women and girls to go with them to
"sleep with them". He said, "The women started to cry and refused ... The men were taken to the
other side of the room and beaten there, Everybody was screaming in the house. The men were
then ordered to leave the room and were taken to the vard ... In the meantime, the soldiers were
trying to force some women to go to their houses, but the women were holding each other's hands
and were very strong. Then, the soldiers started to beat the women and then told them that they
would come back in three hours." Although there were three guards on the building, the women
then managed to escape. 12

There are reports of mothers trying to save their young sons from being taken, but the mothers
themselves would be severely beaten, or worse, and in most cases had to relinquish their sons. An
interviewee from Pristina/Prishtina municipality describes an incident he witnessed in mid-April
after he had been expelled from his village. A young Kosovo Albanian man was summarily killed
by a Serb paramilitary in a village near Pristina, and was |eft dead by the side of the road. The
interviewee recounted that "the mother went to her son and took his hand. Because she wouldn't

let [go] the hand of her son, a paramilitary cut away her arm with a big knife"l? '

Societal consequences of the conflict for women

The husbands of many women were killed during the conflict and these women face many
problems, especially if they have children. In addition to practical problems, tradition and

customary law inKosovo sometimes contradict the written law; in such cases, especially in rural
areas, customary law prevails.

Accarding to customary law children are considered to be the property of the father and, if the
father dies, the children belong to the family of the father. This means in practice that the mother
is completely dependent on the goodwill of her in-laws, who may choose to keep the children but
reject the mother. Further, by tradition women are not allowed to own property or live on their

own. This will of course have potentially serious consequences for women who hope to inherit the
property which belonged to their husbands, 50 as to be able to stay in their houses.

Finally, experience of the conflict in Bosnia-Herzegovina and of other conflicts has shown that the
level of domestic violence rises dramatically in post-conflict societies. There are no indications |

that Kosovo will be an exception to this rule. Indeed, the problem had already began to appear in
the refugee camps.
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Notes

! See, however, Noel Malcolm, Kosovo - A Short History, 2nd edn (London: Macmillan, 1998), pp. 331-32, where he
writes that, while the birth rate among Kosovo Albanians is indeed the highest in Europe, this is more likely toeflect the
tmditionol nature of the society mther than i deliberate policy 1o inerease the Kosove Albaniapopulation. The birh rte

among Kosovo Albanizn women in paid work in urban areas, who could be expected tobe maore politicized, is much
lower,

2 MPIDAR,
3 AJog3s,
A MIIT10,
M09,

M/ 1280,

7 MID328, The word "Shiptar” is used in the former Yugoskavia as a dergative name for Albamiong; it moy beompired
1o the slightly different "Shgiptar” which means an Albanian man in Albanian,

S M/1017,
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10 hiD238,
LI WifO78 1.
12 M/OBTH.

B3 hir039s.

V4 M/D179. M/0164, who passed through Pristina siation at around the same time heard that five women had giverinh
on the day he was there, indicating that at least some of the events described above are likely 1o be separatencidents.
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16 pyO217.
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FART IV : The impact of the conflict on communities and groups in Kosove
society (Chapler 17)
Contents Pravious Mexd

CHILDREN

Children as political objects in the Kosovo conflict

The high birth rate in Kosovo Albanian society has been the subject of considerable negative
publicityin official Serbian propaganda. This portrays it as part of a deliberate policy to increase
the Kosovo Albanian proportion of the population in the province. However, as Noel Malcolm has
written, while the birth rate is among the highest in Europe, this reflects the traditional nature of
the society rather than "a deliberate and politically motivated policy", since among working
Kosovo Albanian women inurban areas, where other factors, such as economic security and

access to reproductive health care, are much more in evidence, the birth rate is much lowerl A

young mother from Gnjilane/Gjilandescribed to the OSCE-KVM the problems she faced because
she had triplets:

In August 1997 I had triplets (two boys and a girl). From the day they were born
until I left Kosovo the police repeatedly came into the house to find and take one or
more children away from me because "you don't need so many babies'. | was forced
to keep all three at separate relatives to avoid provoking the “taking' of any. During
our departure by bus to Macedonia, the bus was stopped in Klokot (Gnjilane). One
policeman attempted to take one of the babies but did not succeed due to my hysteria
and my father's protest 2

Edueation

Access (o education by Kosovo Albanians has been a human rights issues in Kosovo for the past
decade. The shortness of the OSCE-KVM deployment inside Kosovo meant that the mission was
largely unable to address itself to the issue, so it is not specifically covered within this report.
However, background to the issue 15 included in Chapter 22, Groups in Kosovo Albanian society
particularly targeted for human rights violations, in the context of the references to teachers and

students, as part of an analysis of the targeting of people for human rights violations because of
their occupation.

The impact of the conflict on children

During the period of the escalation of conflict in Kosovo in 1998, and especially in the period
fram late March 1999, the suffering of children was often extreme. The elements which follow in
this section highlight a number of ways in which children were victims of the conflict.

Children as ftargels

Among the most atrocious aspects of the conflict are the reports of the deliberate killing of
children by the armed forces: Many children who were not killed endured other grave human
rights violations, including torture and ill-treatment.
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There are many statements which describe Kosove Albanian children being specifically targeted by
Serb forces. Girls were raped? and boys were killed because they were seen s potential UCK
fighters 2 One woman described how she heard a Serb paramilitary state how they had to kill the
young boys because otherwise they would grow up and seek revenges

In other instances the purpose of deliberately killing children appeared to be to terrorize and

traumatize the parents and other adults, who were then left alive. Many refugees recounted

incidents of children being ill-treated or killed in front of their parents, with the apparent purpose

of punishingthe parents, For example, one interviewee recounted that in Gomje Grabove (Obilic)

the Serb forces gathered all the villagers together in a yard, One family tried to escape, and when 19w
they were caught a child from the family was decapitated in front of the parents® Anather e
interviewee told the OSCE-KVM that he had seen a paramilitary cut off the head of a 3-year-old H:,:,::
child in front of the parents. The family was from Kosovska Mitrovica/Mitrovice? An LDK -t )
member and intellectualdescribed how his 13-year-old san was separated from the rest of the

family as they were fleeing upin the mountains. The son was caught by two "chetniks” who broke

bath his arms and fived shots inthe air causing the parents 1o panic, as they believed he had been 2% =37

killed. The son managed to escapeand rejoin the family? Another interviewee reported having a.‘nWﬂi"I
witnessed how, in mid-April, on the mainroad from Pec/Peja to Decane/Decani, a Kosovo bk of Bk
Albanian woman wha was travelling on foot withher son (who was about five to six vears old) w ot
was stopped by three men, who appear to have been Serb paramilitaries, wearing masks. They  /3y0m
asked where her husband was and she replied that she didnot know. They told her that if she

wanted to save her son, her husband must "be here". They then grabbed the bay. One of the

soldiers said to the one holding the boy, "What are you talking to her for, kil him " At this point

the soldiers cut the boy's throat and then they completely decapitated him?® it ”;“ﬂ;

One interviewee described seeing a child,
aged two or three, who had been impaled
on a wooden pole on the road between
Pristina/Prishtina and Kolic/Kolig,
Written on the pole were the words,
“This is Serbia. This is what we are going
to do to all Albanians, because [ am God
and NATO means nothing to me,"10 &
22-year-old man described how he sawa
waman being stabbed by a Serbian police

afficer first in one arm and then inthe
Ll 5 z ll= 7 !_1'
other, so that the two-month-old baby Kosova burning™: 2 drawing by a child in & reluges camp

that she held in her arms fell to the [room}

ground. As the baby fell the police officershot it on the spot. 11 As the Serb forves surrounded the

village of Padaliste/Padalishte (Istok), they went into the houseof a teacher, took three young

children and told the teacher to cut off their heads. When he refused, the police cut their throats,

they also killed the teacher!2 As police, VJ and paramilitaries expelledinhabitants from their ot
homes in Kosovska Mitravica in mid-April, an interviewee reported seeing onef them hit a poé fg P70
six-month-old child with a hammer (the fate of the child is not reported)12 Another interviewee

described how, in an IDF convoy outside Pec on the marming of 16 April 1999, Serbforces took a
five-month-old baby from the arms of its mother and asked: "Do you want to comeback to

Kaosovo?" As the baby - of course - did not answer, they told the mother: "This baby willnever go

back to Kosovo!" and they threw it on the ground and killed it14

) ykros gt

Serb paramilitary forces who entered the village of Zulfaj/Zulfaj (Djakovica) on 5 April 1999,
irritated by the cries of termfied children as they searched the village before expelling inhabitants
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and torching the houses said, "You wanted NATO, now you got them! As long as they kill our
children, we will killyours!"13

Other conflict-related deaths of children

Very many children died who were not deliberately targeted during the conflict. As recounted to
the OSCE-KVM by Kosovo Albanian refugees, many were killed during shelling of civilian houses
and other kinds of apparently indiscriminate attacks by Serb forces.

Many children were forced to live under very severe physical conditions that resulted in deaths
from hunger or for other reasons. 1€ One man described how the train from Pristina'was so full
that two infants died of suffocationl? Another woman described how two babies died as the
population from Gomje Streoc/Strellci | Eperm village (Decani) was walking to Kukes (Albaniaj8
In one tragic incident in Cinoljevo/Carraleve (Stimlje) Serb forces stopped a convoy. The Serbs
detained the driver of a tractor in the convoy, and ordered a 10-year-old boy to drive it instead.
There were 20 people on the tractor, the boy lost control and it rolled over, killing the boy, his
mother and a baby; another five were injured, The Serbs laughed at this and did nothing to help!?

Children held to ransom

During the very many reported situations of extortion from Kosovo Albanians (see Chapter 12,

Deliberate destruction of civilian property, looting and pillage), children were often used as a

means to blackmail parents to give money to the Serb forces, The threats against the children J“‘?'-
could take very brutal forms, as illustrated by the following examples, and compliance by the /9 il

parents with what were in effect ransom demands did not always secure the children's safe release. Iy

In the village of Grastica/Grashtice (Pristina) a convoy of IDPs was stopped by police and L.f
paramilitaries on or around 20 April. They took small boys and girls, pointed guns or held knives
at their throats and asked their parents for money. In some cases the children were killed even

though their parents handed over the money that was asked for. About 40 children were killed like
this, according to one witness 20

During the expulsion of a family from Pozaranje/Pozzaran (Vitina) in mid-April a paramilitary
took a seven-year-old boy and threatened him with a knife, thereby forcing the boy's mother and
the interviewee who gave this account to hand over money and jewels. The boy was then released.
21 In Pristina a 39-year-old man saw how several young men and women were separated from a
crowd that was going to the railway station and taken away by masked people dressed in black. In
order to get their children, parents gave all their money and gold to the abductors, but to no avail
The interviewee did not know what happened to the young people who had been abducted 22 In
the centre of Belanica/Belanica (Suva Reka) on 26 March, with the village crowded with IDPs, V)
wearing black masks demanded money and other valuables from Kosovo Albanians. One soldier
took a baby from its mother, and holding a knife next to its body forced the mother ta hand over
money or else have the baby returned to her dead 23

Children as hunian shields

Children were used as human shields together with adults, but there was also at least one occasion
when children alone were used. For a short period in April, after the VJ had arrived in the village
of Smira/Smire (Vitina), the Kosovo Albanian inhabitants were not allowed to move within the
village, being kept under a form of house arrest. Only children were allowed to play outside. The
refugee who recounted this to the OSCE-KVM made the observation that the children's presence
around the tanks was particularly welcome24

http:/fwww.osce.orglkosovo/reports/hr/part1/ch 17, htm 12/9/99 2:40 PM



Kosovo/Kogova As Seen, As Told

Torture and ill-treatment of children

In the period after 20 March 1999 children, particularly teenage boys, would sometimes be
rounded up with men and taken into detention. There they faced torture and ill-treatment. For
example, some of the detainees at Smrekovnica/Smrekonice prison in May-June 1999 who were
later interviewed as refugees by the OSCE-KVM report that boys as young as 12 were detained
there. Conditions at the prison were cruel and inhumane, and most reports from the prison
mention torture and ill-treatment, as deseribed in this report on Vucitr/Vushtrri municipality in
Part V, One of the most detailed descriptions of what happened to prisoners there is from a boy
who had just turned 15 when detained in Kosovska Mitrovica/Mitrovice as part of a mass arrest
on 16 May and taken to Smrekovnica He describes being beaten with a club on arrival, and

during questioning 23 His statement to the OSCE-KVM is covered in more detail in Chapter 9,
Arbitrary arrest and detention (see also Chapter 15, Young men of fighting age).
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The incidents of rape and sexual violence documented by the OSCE-KVM include rapes of young

women and girls, These are dealt with in Chapter 7, Rape and other forms of sexual violence.

[ll-treatment and harassment of children occurred often in the context of forced expulsions and
extortion, as 1s mentioned extensively elsewhere in this report, including many references in the
municipality entries. It could also occur outside this context, in situations that were otherwise
unremarkable, such as the joumney to and from school. The following two examples illustrate how
acts of ill-treatment and harassment against Kosovo Albanian children could be perpetrated by the

police directly, or the police would look on and do nothing as Kosovo Albanian children were
beaten by others.

A 13-year-old boy from the town of Suva Reka/Suhareke gave the following statement to an
OSCE-KVM interviewer in Albania, a month after the incidents described!

[On 25 March 1999] there was a shooting incident between [the] UCK and the police near my
neighbourhood. The UCK was trying to prevent the police from coming in. The police finally
arrived and kicked into our house. My sister and | and my father were on the ground floor. My
mother was upstairs and saw them coming in. She shouted for my dad to leave the house, As
my dad opened the door to leave, they shot him. Then the four policemen entered our house
They hit my sister with the big part of the automatic weapon. They tumed and pointed the gun
at me, 1 fainted. The police did not shoot me. They were looking for money or they'd kill us.
Ten minutes later, I became conscious again. My dad was lying dead on the floor just outside. 1
shook my dad three times. No reaction, He was not dead yet because he is strong. His arms
were destroyed, he was full of blood. | was scared and ran away. I heard two shots at my
father. The policemen were going into houses and killing people. They were using silent guns
[silencers]. I heard them ina house and later went in and saw five people dead in that house. |
left our house but my sister [his 25-year-old half-sister] stayed behind and cared for my dad,
She said that a policeman told her to go inside right away. As she did, a bullet flew by her head,
just missing her. [ went to myneighbour's house. My sister joined me in the afternoon. We
went later to my house and my father's body was gone. There was blood on the stairs like he
was pulled. I have not seen himsince. My mother is also gone. I don't know where she is.

I AMZZL

On 10 December 1998, at around midday, young Serb civilians armed with wooden clubs
stopped a 16-year-old Kosovo Albanian secondary school student as he was going hnme‘at:t:r_
school in Obilic. They beat him up so severely that he had to seek medical treatment for mjuries;
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to his head and for broken teeth. Two policemen on guard putside the nearby police station
saw the incident but did not intervene. The same group of Serb youths was reported as having
beaten up several other students on their way home from school on about four occasions over
the previous three weeks 28

On 24 March 1999 a 17-year-old Kosovo Albanian girl and her 18-year-old male companion
were walking home from school in Dusanovo/Dushanovo (Prizren) when police stopped them.
They asked the girl's companion what kind of book he had in his hand. When they saw it was in
Albanian they snatched if from him and threw it to the ground. The police punched him
repeatedly in the face. Two days later the girl was again stopped on the street by a policernan
who demanded to see her ID. She told him she did not have one. The policeman insisted she
needed one to move about, and told her that if she came with him for two days he would get
one for her. She refused and ran off in fear. Later that day she encountered the same

peliceman, who made unwelcome sexually suggestive comments to her2?

The trauma of the conflict’s child swrvivors

It may take years for the children who lived through the conflict to overcome the traumas that
they have undergone. Many were witnesses as their parents were killed, or they watched other
people being killed. Among statements given by refugees to the 0SCE-KVM there are

numerous examples. One woman describes how her husband was killed in front of their three
children:

The paramilitaries had been in our building and robbed the inhabitants in their
apartments. As they were going to leave our apartment one of them just tumed
round and shot my husband several times. He did not die immediately, but as the
paramilitaries left they shot him again and this time they killed him. My children
ran to their father and shouted "Daddy, daddy, don't leave us!" My children, all
three boys, had always been closer to their father than to me. My oldest son
refused to let go of his father's body. My husband's head was split in two and we

had to put a plastic bag around it when we buried his body?8

One interviewee saw how some paramilitaries took a young boy, aged 10 and pointed at the

bodies of two young men they just had killed “They told him that it could happen to him 22
Another interviewee described how the police scared children in Turjak (Orahovac) by firing
AK-47s close to their ears 30

As IDPs were hiding in the mountains of Kosovo the parents would constantly hush the
children and they would later deseribe to the OSCE-KVM how they even held their hands over
the mouths of their children in order to prevent them from making noise. One man describes
how as the children was crying, the Serb forces would threaten: "If you don't silence your
children, wewill kill them all!8!

The conflict certainly also had a traumatic impact on Kosovo Serb children, particularly as it
escalated after 20 March. However, the OSCE-KVM, being deployed outside Kosovo at that
time and until it was stood down on 9 June, had no access to Serbs inside Kosovo or the rest of
the FRY who might have reported Serb children's experiences of human rights violations.
There were almost no Serbs among the refugees interviewed by the OSCE-KVM.

Notes

| Moel Malcolm, Kedovs - 4 Short History, Ind edn (London: Macmillan, 1958), pp. 331-32,
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3 For the singling out of girls and young women for acts of sexual aggression see Chapter 7, Rape and otheforms of
sexual vialence.

# For more on the specific ways in which young men were targeted for human rights violations see Chapted 5,
Young men of fighting age
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3 PART IV : The impact of the conflict on communities and groups in Kosovo
5 society (Chapter 18)
l Contents Previous Mext
ELDERLY, DISABLED

While the OSCE-KVM was in Kosovo there were few reparts of the specific targeting of elderly
or disabled people from either the Kosovo Albanian or the Serb community. One example
cancems a 73-year-old Serb who was killed when on 29 January 1999, unknown persons
approached a house in Rakos/Rakosh (Istok/Istog) and threw two Chinese-made hand grenades
through the window. The man’s wife was also injured!

After the withdrawal of the OSCE-KVM on 20 March 1999, and the escalation of human rights
violations, the elderly or disabled were by no means spared. The following account from the

village of Sopina/Sopine (Suva Reka/Suhareke) shows how gge was no barrier to even the worst
kinds of violations.

On the afternoon of 26 March two Serbian police entered the room of the house
where we were staying and started shooting. They were wearing masks and
camouflage uniforms. As they shot into the room my daughter was shot in the hip. In
the meantime [my daughter’s] husband and his cousin were on the floor above and
came down to see what was going on, A policeman shot at fthe cousin] and missed
Then the policeman took DM 1500 from [a 16-year old female relative] in exchange
for sparing [the cousin's] life. Nevertheless, when the money was presented the
policeman still shot[him] in the chest with a machine gun, killing him instantly. They

then called [my daughter’s husband] cutside and shot him in the head, killing him
instantly.

The family was taken out into the yard, where the elderly mother of [my daughter’s
husband], aged 75, began walking towards the policemen and cursing them for what
they had done, They immediately shot her as well, and she died instantly,

I also saw shot dead in their yard, in a kneeling position with their faces to the
ground my neighbours [both aged 70)2

Although many elderly people were able to flee and formed a large proportion of those in the
refugee camps, the treatment of those who were unable to do so suggests that they were in many

cases specifically targeted, whether for killing, torture or ill-treatment, regardless of the fact that
they were unable to resist.

Passibly this was because the intention was to expel the whole population, possibly because the
killingof the elderly would preclude relatives from returning to look after them, or possibly AL,
because the intention was to kill heads of households and thus weaken the fabric of Kosovo

Albanian society. When combined with the particular targeting of young men (as described in

Chapter 15, Young men of fighting age), the effect was in any case to leave many extended

families without the direction andcohesion traditionally provided by a head of household

The most common attacks were those on elderly Kosove Albanians who were alse immobile and
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therefore particularly vulnerable. Relatives often had no choice but to leave them behind in the
chaotic and hurried circumstances of mass expulsion under threat of death and they were unable to
malke their way to the border by themselves. Occasionally families were able to bring elderly
relatives with themagainst great odds, as was the case with a man who fled from Istok/Istog
municipality in late Marchwhose tractor was shelled and who then carried his T0-year-old mother
across the mountains through the snow an foot to Montenegro. 2 However, those who were left

behind were frequently shot or burned alive in their homes, while a few statements report cases of
abduction or ill-treatment.

The elderly and disabled are treated in the same section of this report because their fates were
frequently relatively similar. Their vulnerability had the same roots, since they often could not

move, or move fast enough to leave independently and there was usually neither the time nor the
resources to transport them.

Killing of old, immabile persons

Almost every extended family in Kosovo had elderly people with them. While it would be the
natural instinct to take the whole family with them upon flecing, the way the forced ex pulsions
were carried out often did not leave the families the time or resources to carry the old peaple who
were not able to walk. Sometimes elderly people refused to leave despite the persuasions of other

members of the family, Other elderly who tried to follow their relatives were too weak either to
join convoys or to walk to the train or bus station

In Pristina/Prishtine, on 2 or 3 April a policeman shot a 66-year-old man, who was sick and being
carried by his son. The policeman said that he had killed him "just to make it a bit easier for you't
In Pec/Peja, in late March, when the army was escorting a convoy of [DPs, one woman was
transported in a wheelbarrow, the two others were carried. One of the men who was carrying an
elderly woman was forced to put her down and she was shot dead by a police officer with a pistol2
In Pristina paramilitaries killed old people who were not able to follow the crowd® On 1 April
Serbian forces shot three villagers who were unable to walk when they forced villagers in
Drenovee (Kosovska Kamenica/Kamenice) to leavel In Mirusa/Mirushe (Orahovac/Rrahovee) an
old man was shot because he could not walk to leave his home?2 In Marcvec/Marefc
(Pristina/Prishtina) paramilitaries shot dead a 90-year-old man who was paralyzed and was
therefore unable to leave2

Those who stayed behind frequently found no mercy at the hands of the Serbian forces. When they
entered the house - generally either to expel the inhabitants to loot or both - they often killed
elderly men and women who had stayed behind. On 28 March in Crnovrana/Gurbardh (Orahovac)
26 people were killed and one interviewee saw four dead bodies of people aged over 70.
Paramilitarieshad killed them all in one place and spread them over two kilometres apart, Two
days later they killedthree more people over 70 years old 10 In Studenica (Istok) an man who was
aver 100 years old was knifed to death 11

The elderly were not spared from mass killings and occasionally even appear to have been
targeted. On 4 April in Pusto Selo/Pastasel (Orahovae) VJ took more than 100 men, all over 50
years old at gunpoint to lower land. The interviewee then heard automatic gunfire from that area,
Reportedly only four men survived the massacre by hiding undemeath the dead bodies!2 Also in
the Srbica/Skenderaj-massacre where 148 people were killed, a number of (named) old people
died, aged 60-81, as well as a 70-year-old disabled person!3 In Dragacina/Dragagine (Suva
Reka/Suhareke) special police killed 11 old men (aged from 60 to 90), An interviewee heard that
one policeman said: "We killed and massacred the old men and dropped them into a well"4

|£ f
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http://www.osce.org’kosovolreports/hr/part1/ch18 htm 12/9/9% 2:41 PM



Kosovo/Kosova As Seen, As Told Page 3 of 7

Elderly or immobile people were also mutilated when they were killed. When one villager returned
on 10 April to Klademnica/Klodernice (Srbica/Skenderaj), he found 35 bodies, including that of a
15-year-old woman (name recorded) who had been cut from her pelvic area to her throat 15
Among several killed elderly people in the area around Pristina's public hospital, one had a
distorted face and a heavily mutilated body16 A 70-vear-old man captured in Plitkovic/Plitkovig
(Lipljan/Lipjan) had hisfingers and toes cut off and was then killed17

The burning of elderly and disabled people

Elderly and disabled people were widely reported as being either shot dead and then burned or as
being bumned alive, often in their homes. On 12 April in Grebno/Greben (Urosevac/Ferizaj) two
Kosovo Albanians (aged 105 and 60) were burned to ashes in their houses!® On 21 April in
Makaovac/Makofc (Pristina) three interviewees report finding the burnt bodies of three relatives,
all of whom were in their 80s who died in a blaze after the house was set on firel9 In
Zlatare/Z1latare (Pristina) five old people (one of whom was an invalid) were found bumed in their
houses. 20 On 28 March an interviewee witnessed in Lesane/Leshane (Suva Reka/Suhareke) how a
(named) local Serb carried a (named) 80-year-old woman who could not walk and placed her
against a pile of corn stalks. He then set the pile on fire and burned her alive2!

Even if the elderly had managed to flee some of the way, they were sometimes killed and/or burnt
In mid-Apnl in Vrelo/Vrella (Lipljan/Lipjan) a family had to leave two elderly people during their
flight inan empty house because they could not walk any further. Later on, someone found their
partially burnt bodies 22 In Slovinje/Sllovi (Lipljan/Lipjan), when as series of mass killings were
carried out in mid-April, an elderly paralysed woman was killed and bumed on a tracto®2 In
Krajlane/Kralan{Djakovica/Gjakove) in early April two elderly women and an elderly man who
had been unable to walk with the others the evening before were killed by paramilitaries. The
women (one of whom had a broken leg) wanted to get off the tractor but the paramilitaries would
not let them. The tractor and the bodies were bumnt by the police24

Conflict-related deaths and death from exposure

The elderly were also incidental victims of the conflict. In Vranjevac (Pristina) a 72-year-old man
was among those killed when MUP fired into a crowd of people who had been forced out of their
homes 23 In Kojlovica/Kolovice (Pristina) in early April when VJ surrounded the village and
ordered villagers to leave, there was a lot of shooting in which an old man (aged 65-70) was
wounded in the shoulder 26

The vulnerability of elderly people meant that they were particularly likely to die from exposure,
starvation or lack of care. In Kolic/Koliq (Pristina) at the end of April four old women and six
disabled people who were left behind died in the harsh conditions in the hills. Another interviewee
heard that approximately 20 elderly or paralyzed people died from exposure. It was also reported

that old people particularly suffered and sometimes died in the overcrowded trains or at the border.
27

lli-treatment of elderly people

In some cases elderly people were subjected to ill-treatment, which was probably meant either to
punish them or their relatives who were forced to watch this. In Drenovac/Drenoc (Pristing) VI ar
MUP stripped naked the 73-year-old father of 2 human rights activist stole his money and beat
himwith the butts of their weapons.28 In Nakarada/Nakarade (Kosovo Polje) an old, immobile
man was left behind after 16 male family members had been abducted and the women had fled.
When the women returned, they found him in a house, erying out. He was tied naked to a chair
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and there was a dangerous dog in the room. The old man said the Serb and "Gypsy" (Maxhupi)
neighbours had ill-treated him22

The elderly were not spared from the prevailing brutality and violence in other cases. In
Petrastica/Pjetershtice (Stimlje/Shtime) MUP bured the car of a 65-year-old Kosovo Albanian
because he had no money to give to them. After they had set his car alight the police pushed the
man's head through a window of the burning car 30 In Donje Gadimlje/Gadime ¢ Ulet (Lipljan) on
or around 11 Aprl a Kosovo Albanian witnessed policemen hitting old people in the mouth to
extract their gold teeth.31

The elderly were alsa beaten. At the end of April in Pristina/Prishtina a 70-year-old woman was
robbed, beaten and kicked all over her body32 One 74-year-old man taken to Djakovica/Gjakove
police station in October 1998 was beaten so badly that he spent the next two months in hospital
before he eventually died33

Attacks on elderly men for wearing traditional headgear

Elderly Kosovo Albanian men who waore the traditional Albanian crocheted or hard white hat or

plis were also targeted for doing so, in what can be seen as an assault on Kosovo Albanian culture
and traditions.

There is one account of a man being shot dead for doing so34 Another interviewee explains how
the group of Kesovo Albanians he was with was sheltering in a valley near Turjak/Turkjake
(Orahovac/Rrahovec) and was surrounded by VJ, who are described as beating more severely than
others those who were wearing a plis 33 Men were also hit about the head for wearing a piis 36
Plis were confiscated, thrown on the ground, trampled on, and seen lying beside the road to
Prizren "with blood stains and World War Two “chetnik' symbols scrawled on them'2? Plis were
also seen on the ground besides 40 dead bodies in Globocica’Gllobocic (Kacanik) in late Marche®
In Cirez/Qirez {Srbica/Skenderaj) the Serbian forces gathered all the old men and confiscated their
jackets and plis. 32

Extortion

The extortion of money, which was often accompanied by the killing of those who did not hand
over the required amount of money, did not spare the elderly. In early May a 70-year-old woman
was beaten and then killed by three paramilitaries who entered her house in Gnjilane/Gjilan. The
interviewee presumed that when the woman gave them DM 20 this was not deemed sufficient
because the perpetrators kicked her in the stomach. She fell on her knees and they shot her twice,
hitting her in the hand and the shoulder. Finally they kicked her again and she died of her injuries
in the corridor.42 In Podujevo/Podujeve a 75-year-old man (the head of the household) was
severely beaten when he was unable to produce the DM 30,000 paramilitaries and other Serbian
forces asserted he had4!

Abduction

A few statements refer to the abduction and subsequent disappearance of elderly people. On 27
March in the Ulpijana/Ulpiana district of Pristina an immobile woman was put on a tractor with 10
ather old people who had difficulty walking. At the time the interview was given, the relatives still
did not know the whereabouts of these people, A few days later, also in Pristina, police abducted
the 72-year-old mother of an interviewee from a convoy going to the train station. The police said
they would give her a lift to the station in a tractor, as they were collecting old people, but the
tractor never arrived 42
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Attacks on disabled people

There are relatively few indications that disabled Kosovo Albanians were a specific target but they
were not spared ill-treatment or killing.

On 25 March in Brestovac/Brestoc (Orahovae/Rrahovae) Serbian police went into a hame for
paralyzed people. Several of the people could not move. A witness saw that at least 16 disabled
people were shot dead 32 In Velika Krusa/Krushe e Madhe (Orahovac) one interviewee saw a
police officer kill a 25-year-old, deaf-mute man who couldn't say “Long live Serbia”, he was
ordered to get in a pool of water and then shot in the back, he was then shot a second time with
an automatic weapon.® On 6 April in Kozica/Kozhice (Srbica) a 25-year-old mentally
handicapped man was taken out of sight of the others and shot by a paramilitary wearing a
cowboy hat 43 In the main MUP station in Pristina a handicapped man was tied up with handcuffs
to a radiator and beaten till he was bloody and unconscious 8 In Glogovac/Gllogoc on 20 April a
deaffmute mechanic was shot dead by paramilitaries in front of his wife and his children, Then the
perpetrators robbed the dead man.47 In a case subsequently confirmed by the OSCE-MiK, a man
who needed twa sticks to walk was shot once in the back and once in the head in Baraina/Baraina
(Podujevo/Podujeve) on 21 April as he wastrying to walk up a track away from looting Serbian
forces 48

Other reports describe how relatives of the disabled or handicapped tried to prevent the Serbian
forces from attacking them. Usually the disabled as well as the relatives received beatings before
they were released. 42

Acimowledgement that the disabled did not constitute a threat

Occasionally there was some recognition that the elderly and disabled did not constitute a threat,
although this still did not stop them from being ill-treated. They were, for instance, permitted to
leave a group of several hundred men held, harassed and beaten by Serbian forces for several days
in Kraljane/Kralan (Djakovica) in early April upon payment of DM 5,000-15,000, which they
collected among themselves, They were loaded onto trucks and driven directly 1o the Albanian
border in Prizren municipality3 One 65-year-old woman explained how when Serbian forces in
Cirez/Qirez (Srbica) seized and started to beat her 28-year-old mentally handicapped son, she was
first beaten but then was eventually able to explain his condition so that they stopped®! Another
interviewee who was in a wheelchair stated that MUP found him near the border and, after

questioning him, transported him in their car the rest of the way 32

Notes
! Reported by the OSCE-EKVM RC3 Police Liaison Officer on 30 January,
2 A/0874. All victims mentioned are named in the statement

3 ASOB95.

4 MIOT62.

5 AROTIA,

G AS042].

T ASID45.

§ ASOR34.
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PART IV : The impact of the conflict on communities and groups in Kosovo
society (Chapler 19)
Contents Previous Mt

KOSOVO SERBS

The situation from deployment to evacuation of the OSCE-KVM

When the OSCE-KVM arrived in Kosovo, the Serb community was frustrated by the inability of
the intermational community to retrieve information from the UCK about the fate of those Serbs
who had gone missing following abduction or in unknown circumstances during the events of
summer and autumn 1998, The Mission was met with some suspicion by Kosovo Serbs, not least
because of the negative coverage of the Mission by the Serbian state media. Much of the initial
suspicion waned and was replaced by cautious co-operation. In some cases the authorities
obstructed actions which were meant to reach out to the Kosovo Serb Community. For example,
Head of Mission Ambassador William Walker had planned to attend the funeral of the six young
Serbs killed in Pec/Peja in thePanda Bar incident on 14 December 1998 (see below, and also the
entry in Part V of this report for Pec/Peja mumicipality). The Serbian police, under the pretext of
security concerns, denied his request.

Other initiatives to reach the Serb community were more successful, despite the fact that the
overwhelming proportion of resources and focus was directed towards the Kosovo Albanian
community, who filed a much larger number of complaints of human rights violations with the
OSCE-KVM. The OSCE-KVM maintained a presence throughout Kosovo, with the exception of
Leposavic/Leposavigq municipality, north of Kosovska Mitrovica/Mitrovice, where verifiers were
driven out by the mayor and Serb civilians.

Displaced Serbs ‘ l
According to the 1991 census there were 1,954,747 people living in Kosovo, 195,301 of them - -
Serbs.1 During the aftermath of the wars in Croatia and Bosnia-Herzegovina a substantial number

of Serb refugees from Krajina and other parts of Croatia and from Bosnia-Herzegovina were
forcibly sent to Kosovo. By the summer of 1996 there were some 19,000 Serb refugees living in
Kosovo.2 After the flare-up of armed conflict in Kosovo from the end of February 1998, however,
an estimated 20,000 Kosovo Serbs and 9,000 Serb refugees left Kosovo for Serbia proper during

the time of the OSCE-KVM deployment in Kosovo?2 The true number may well be higher, It is

very difficult toobtain an accurate number for the Serbs who left the province during the entire
conflict. Many Serbsdid not registered in Serbia proper. Furthermore, due to a law that prohibits

the selling of Serb property in Kosovo to nen-Serbs, many Serbs sold their property on the black

market without informing the authorities? ot bt s ity

- I'.'L'!i it

The crackdown of the Yugoslay and Serbian security forces beginning in Febru ary-March 1998 in |
the Drenica region, mainly in Srbica/Skenderaj, Klina/Klina and Glogovac/Gllogoc municipalities,
marked the start of the flight of Kosovo civilians from their homes. The number of 100 per cent ]
Kosovo Albanian villages within Kosovo rose from 703 before the beginning of the fighting in
February 1998 to 793 in January 19993
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Kosovo Serbs left villages in the municipalities of Decani/Decane, Djakovica/Gjakova, Istok/Istog,
Kosovska Mitrovica/Mitrovice, Obilic/Obilig, Orahovac/Rrahovec, Pec/Peja, Poduievo/Podujeve, |
Srbica/Skenderaj, Suva Reka/Suhareke, Urosevac/Ferizaj and Vucitrm/V ushtiri According to the .
Serbian government, in 1998, 201 Serb houses were burned and 74 completely destroyed in den &
Kosovo as a result of fighting between UCK and Serbian forcesS Nevertheless, until August )
1998, the Serbian government would not admit the existence of any Serb IDPs. : i LT
P! LB e PSR SRR S i flr-.if:.h'-.)_.:- .T'lh
The departure of Kosovo Serbs and members of other minority national communities continued b

after the arrival of the first OSCE-KVM verifiers in October 1998. Kosovo Serbs abandoned some ™"
90 villages in west and central Kosovo between October 1998 and March 1999, In particular, the
fighting in Podujevo and Kosovska Mitrovica municipalities (see the relevant entries in Part V of

this report) left many Serb homes empty? ' i fr

3N o N e
]

Serb civilians as victims of the UCK o JRe LAZLF T T N

During the time that the OSCE-KVM was in Kosovo the internal conflict between the Yugoslay — # 4+ _
and Serbian security forces and the UCK was ongoing, and thus both parties to the conflict were

subject to the obligations under applicable intemational humanitarian lawd Provisions under

Additional Protocol 11 to the 1949 Geneva Conventions include prohibitions on the killing of
non-combatants, inhumane treatment and spreading terror amiong the population. One of the main

threats to the Serb community was the UCK.

Killings of Serb civilians. There were a number of unidentified victims of seemingly inexplicable
killings. In some cases there was suspicion that UCK forces killed not only moderate Kosovo |
Albanians but also Serbs who were well liked by both communitiés. Two incidents in particular
attracted international attention. On 14 December 1998, unidentified gunmen killed six young
Kosovo Serbs in the Panda Bar in Pec. The attack was considered to be in revenge for the killing
of 30 UCK members who had been shot while crossing the border illegally a few days earlie On
17 December the Serb deputy mayor of Kosovo Polje/Fushe Kosove was abducted and murdered.
The UCK claimed that they were not responsible for the killing!? The deputy mayor of Kosovo
Polje was a moderate Kosovo Serb palitician who had done much to improve social conditions in
his area 1l

More than 40 murders of both Kosove Albanians and Kosovo Serbs ocowrred in the first three |
weeks of February 1999, : U,

i }

"

—r

Abduetions by the UCK. During the period when the OSCE-KVM was present in Kesovo, Serb  r,,
civilians and some officials developed an increased level of trust as a result of the Human Rights <+ 5
Division's commitment to impartiality and a genuine concern for the plight of many Serb civilians. 4 :
However, many Kosovo Serbs expressed frustration and anger over what was perceived as a " .
failure adequately to address the issue which most concerned the Kosovo Serb community, namely . <"
that of people missing following abductions by the UCK. "

Early in December 1998 a group of relatives of missing Kosovo Serbs demonstrated outside the ;
OSCE-KVM headquarters in Pristina and demanded to see the Head of Mission, Ambassador b
Walker. He agreed, and between December 1998 and March 1999 four meetings between il
Ambassador Walker and the relatives of missing Kosovo Serbs were held in Pristina. Most of

those who attended the meetings were Kosovo Serbs from Orahovac, but people from all over
Kosovo were present. The Kosovo Serbs from Orahovac were relatives of a large group of people \

who went missing during the fighting in that area in the summer of 1998, |

The OSCE-KVM Co-ordination Centre (CC) (under the Prizren Regional Centre) in Qrahovac
dealt extensively with the issues of missing persons from 1998 and with abductions by the UCK.
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On an initiative by CC Orahovac, 2 Committee on the Missing was formed. It consisted of )
representatives of both the Kosovo Albanian and Kosovo Serb communities and of representatives

of the OSCE-KVM. vt

-

The precise number of people held by the UCK was difficult to detérmine, since the UCK did not /

provide public information on those in its custody.In particular, they consistently denied to -;,;f Wl 08
OSCE-KVM ever having detained or otherwise held Kosovo Serb civiliansl2 However, the | #es' _
detention of civilians occurred regularly before and during the deployment of OSCE-KVM |  #gujrony
verifiers. According to the Yugoslav Ministry of Internal Affairs in December 1998, 157 Serb v/ "
civilians hadgone missing since the previous February)3 According to the ICRC, by mid-March  «.| .
1999 there were 146 persons reportedly abducted by the UCK or otherwise unaccounted for in

areas under UCK control 14 The fate of most Serbs allegedly abducted by the UCK remained e s
unknown at the time OSCE-KVM evacuated 15 A number of those Serbs reported missing after | =~ %
the events of summer 1998 were found dead. 16 In meetings in December 1998 between the L
Human Rights Division andAdem Demaci, the UCK's political representative, Adem Demaci
expressed doubt that any Serbs abducted during that time would be alive, and most are now
presuned dead. .7 Lo

.
as

o

High profile abduction cases include the following.

P :
Dy

On 21 August 1998, a journalist from Radio Pristina and his driver were abducted by UCK forces fa n

near the town of Orahovac and have not been heard of since 18

Two journalists for Tanjug, the Yugoslav state news agency, were abducted by UCK members on
18 October 1998.12 Their release was finally secured two months later, facilitated by the
OSCE-KVM Head of Mission2?

On 15 February 1999, two Serbian policemen were abducted in Kosovo Polje, The relatives of the
detaimed policemen threatened to use violence if the OSCE-KVM did not take measures to fiee

them 21 Until the evacuation the OSCR-KVM tried to locate the two men, but the case remained
unsolved.

Two Serb residents of Bukos (west of Vucitrn) were abducted by the UCK on 22 February 1999

One of them was beaten to death and the other's release was secured by the OSCE-KVM on 27 s
February. The UCK "Zone Commander” told the OSCE-KVM that the abductions were carmied ; E:;,jsq'
out by "uncontrolled elements"22 L 14 5

On 27 February two Serb brothers were abducted near the village of Velika Hoca south of o :31
Orahovac. The UCK at first admitted holding the men, but then distanced itself from the incident. ':"":
On 1 March the dead body of one of the brothers was handed over to the OSCE-KVM by the AL
UCK. The other brother was released alive, but having been beaten severely. 3 -\'-'L.ﬂ

On 3 March two Serb civilians were shot dead by the UCK at a "checkpoint” in the village of
Mijalic, located between Pristina and Vueitrm, The two Serbs were relatives searching for a third
family member, a VJ soldier who had deserted and who eame looking for his family living in
Kosovo. The VI soldier had earlier been detained by the UCK (the case is also covered in Part V
in the entry for Vucitrn municipality).

Freedom of movement. One effect of the UCK spreading fear among the Serb population was that ]
their freedom of movement became severely restricted. As abductions mostly took place on the ]
streets or from buses at night or in the early moming, people did not travel at all if they could

avoid itand they stayed at home after dark 23 Streets were deserted in the evening, even in the
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larger cities. Kosovo Serbs were afraid of attacks and assaults by both Kosovo Albanian civilians
and UCK forces 24

With respect to forced expulsions by the UCK, a case was reported by the OSCE-KVM Regional
Centre in Kosovska Mitrovica on 6 February 1999, when a supposed UCK leaflet was distributed
10 days earlier in the villages of Gojbulja/Gojbuja and Miroce/Mirace (Vucitrm), threatening the
villagers with violence if they did not leave the areas immediatel#2 On 6 February an
OSCE-KVM patrol met a person who claimed to be the commander of the UCK forces in the area
and who said that he had heard of this leaflet. He stated that it was not an official publication and
that his forces inthe region had no aggressive intentions.

]ﬂ;lﬂ

Serbs as victims of Yugoslav/Serbian authorities

Police. In Kosovo police officers werk both locally and regionally, There were police officers who /4~
lived in the area where they worked, but most of the police forces operated on a six-monthly T
rotation basis and often came to Kosovo from places in Serbia-proper, where the issues in Kosovo b
were ot necessarily well understood. Being assigned for six months to Kosovo meant changing
location within the province every few weeks. For this reason, even Kosovo Serbs did not feel i
confident that the police would protect them if it came to violent clashes between Kosovo Serbs e
and Kosovo Albanjans, wil

A large number of people reported that the Serbian police kept a very low profile as regards Z>
protecting the Serb population in the fighting in the summer of 1998. Throughout Juné and July 9
1998 there were many physical attacks on the Serb minority living in Kosovo. Killing, abduction, |- 7
attacks and looting of houses occurred in villages in predominantly Kosovo Albanian-populated ouj
areas. Some of the Serbs were wamned by their Kosovo Albanian neighbours about planned '
assaults and requested the assistance of the local palice. According to 2 Yugoslav Red Cross
representative, police forces, however, very often denied any kind of support or protection and
were unwilling toimtervene They advised people to defend themselves. Consequently, people
relied very much on theirown initiative to sécure both their families and their properties.

Torture. The OSCE-KVM did not receive any allegations of torture of Kosovo Serbs. This does
not mean that it did not occur. According to the Belgrade-based Humanitarian Law Centre, an
NGO, throughout 1998 about 500 cases of torture were registered in Yugoslavia, most of them in
Kosovo. Although most of the victims were Kosovo Albanians, Kosovo Serbs were also subjected
o torture and ill-treatment during police detention. Prosecutors, judges and disciplinary bodies
within law enforcement agencies failed to investigate allegations of torture and took no steps to

punish the perpetrators. 28

Propaganda. It was very much the impression of the OSCE-KVM Human Rights Division that -'.Ir s
the Yugoslav and Serbian authorities subjected Kosovo Serbs to intense propaganda. The Serb kg
elite in Kosovo most often had ties to political circles in Belgrade or other cities in Serbia proper. Loty
Ordinary rural Kosovo Serbs were particularly vulnerable to propaganda and misinformation from

Belgrade. The Serb community relied almost exclusively on the existing state-run media from

Belgrade.

F i
A bogus information leaflet distributed during March 1999 is an example which indicates great 7 ¢
sophistication and organization on the part of those seeking to mistead the Kosovo Serbs. On 10 Tr':“'
March this leaflet was distributed in Pristina, and three days later in Prizren and Gnjilane. The ekl
document mimicked an OSCE-KVM publication that explained in English, Serbian and Albanian
the benefits for the local communities of signing the Rambouillet draft interim agreement. The
forged version was strikingly similar in style and layout to the original OSCE-KVM leaflet but the
text had been changed to portray a very negative picture and made for ambiguous interpretation.
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i
The authors of the document were not identified. ‘

An example of the Kosovo Serbs a5 victims of their own government's propaganda was

experienced in thg meetings held between Ambassador William Walker, the Human Rights

Division and a group of relatives to missing Serbs. The vast majority of these people were

ordinary Serbs who had lived forgenerations in Kosovo. The majority of abductions took place

during the events during the summerand autumn months in 1998. It was the heart-breaking task .

of the OSCE-KVM Human Rights Division to meet with the relatives of the missing and explain * ==~
to them that there was a very slim chance of finding anyone alive who disappeared during that e
period. And yet, they came back time after timewith "new"” information that their relatives had o
been sighted in such and such a town. The OSCE-KVM was met with questions of why they
refused to confront the UCK, of why they were hiding information from Kosovo Serbs, and so on.
Their own political representatives from Belgradeand the local police both adopted the position G
of "passing the buck"” to the OSCE-KVM and told the Kosovo Serbs that there was nothing they %8 -
could do to help but that the OSCE-KVM had all the answers. A man who stood out from the
others by his appearance, obviously a Belgrade politicianwas present at many of the meetings. He
refused to introduce himself to the OSCE-KVM and coached the relatives during every meeting

Military service. Anticle 137(2) of the FRY Constitution allows the possibility of civilian service
as an alternative to regular military service. The Law on the Armed Forces, however, and armed
forces practice restrict the constitutionally guaranteed right to conscientious objection. The
civilian servicelasts for 24 months, twice as long as military service. Censcientious objections can
only be made within the first 16 days of military service, Moreover, according to the Supreme
Court's recent decisions, men who have finished their military service are not allowed to object for

conscienscious reasons when they are asked to carry out reserve duties that include military action.
27

The situation after the OSCE-KVM evacuated from Kosovo

There can be no doubt that the Kosovo Albanian population suffered proportionally much more J
than the Kosovo Serbs. Nevertheless, all the events occurring between 20 March and 9 June 1999
(the period from the OSCE-KVM's evacuation from Kasovo until it was formally stood down -

see this report, Part I: The OSCE-KVM Human Rights Operation) were undoubtedly also

traurnatic for the Kosovo Serb population. According to Kosovo Serbs who stayed behind, many
felt a sense of insecurity and lawlessness, as well as a general feeling of horror and injustice

regarding the numerous crimes cornmitted against the Albanian population of Kosova28

Of the 2,764 interviews with mainly Kosovo Albanian refugees conducted by the OSCE-KVM,

there are numerous reports of armed Serb civilians taking part in the atrocities committed against

the Kosovo Albanian population from 20 March to 8 June 1999, Fora description of

Yugoslav/Serbian forces involved in human rights relations, see Chapter 3, The military/security = 2!
context. Kosovo Albanians reported that they recognized the perpetrators as local Serbs, i
sometimes from their own village and even their own neighbours. Such reports are in evidence e
throughout Part V of this report, detailing events in individual municipalities. However, it would

be misleading to consider theseaccounts "the whole story"”, In fact, there are also among the

mierviews a number of reports of Kosovo Serb civilians who themselves risked human rights

violations to help or protect Kosovo Albanians.

Kosovo Serb civilians at risk for protecting Kosovo Albanians

Among the reports of Kosovo Serb civilians trying to protect and help Kosovo Albanians there are
a particularly large number involving neighbours. Yet it should be noted that there are many more
mvolving Kosovo Albanians seeing their own neighbours armed, often in uniform, joining other
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groups of perpetrators. 22 The OSCE-KVM was also told on several occasions that Kosovo Serb
villagershad been given guns by the VI or patamilitaries3?

There are a number of refugees who report that Serb civilians warned them that they would be in
danger if they stayed and advised them to leave3] Furthermore, there are indications that Kosovo
Serbs, genuinely unable to imagine the horrors to come, tried to reassure their fellow Kosovo
Albanian villagers that it would be safe for them to stay32 A resident of a small village in Gnjilane
told OSCE-KVM that he was under the impression that the Serbs in his village were not happy to
see all the Kosovo Albanians leave33 Another interviewee reported being told that a "high profile”
member of the Serb community in Orahovae had been trying to protect the local civilian Kosovo
Albanian population.24

The following are examples of situations in which Kosovo Serbs faced threats and other human
rights violations for trying to protect or help Kosovo Albanians they knew personally

During the wave of expulsions in Kosovska Mitrovica, Kosovo Albanians living in mixed areas of
the town seemed to be particularly targeted 3% One refugee reported that during the expulsion of
Kosovo Albanians from the building where he lived, his Kosovo Serb neighbour tried to protect
the family bysaying that they had already left, but the palice returned the following moming and
discovered the family was still there3® There is no report as to the possible repercussions for the
Kosovo Serb neighbour who tried to protect the family.

Also in Kosovska Mitrovica, as reported by a refugee, a Kosovo Serb was appointed street
controller by the authorities and painted a Serbian sign (a cross and 4 Cyrillic "S's) on house fronts
to try to protect the Kosovo Albanian families from the local police and V. As the interviewee
and his family were being expelled the Kosovo Serb neighbour pleaded their case, but the VJ
ordered him back into his house, threatening to kill him3Z

In another case in Kosovska Mitrovica paramilitary forces entered the house of a Kosovo
Albamian family and started beating two of the men. A Kosovo Serb neighbour intervened and told
the paramilitarics to stop. The paramilitaries threatened to kill the Kosovo Serb neighbour along
with the Kosovo Albanian family38

[n the municipality of Gnjilane/Gjilan, a Kosovo Serb went over to his Kosovo Albanian
neighbours to see if the family needed an ambulance, after two of the men in the family had been
beaten and a woman had been kicked by paramilitaries3?

While walking in the street with his Serb neighbour, a Kosovo Albanian was stopped by armed
men in green camouflage uniforms. They insulted him and told him that he would have been killed
if his Kosovo Serb neighbour had not accompanied him42

A Kosovo Albanian had 40 IDPs staying in his house. On 28 March, a palice reservist and five
other heavily armed men, two civilians, two VJ officers and one police officer, knocked on his
door. A Kosovo Serb neighbour went over to greet them and invited them for coffee. They went
to a nearby bar, and the Serb neighbour then sent someone to the house to tell the Kosovo
Albanian family andthe IDPs to leave immediately4!

In Vitina/Viti, a Kosovo Serb police reservist observed an incident in which his neighbour's father
was taken away by paramilitaries. The Kosovo Serb offered to escort his neighbour to
Pozaranje/Pozzaran, where the paramilitaries were stationed, to look for the father. They found
the father in front of the police station where he was being beaten by paramilitaries. The Kosovo
Serb intervened and convinced the paramilitaries to let the father go2
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Kosovo Serbs interviewed in the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia

A small number of Kosovo Serbs chose to leave Kosovo between 20 March and 8 June. Kosovo

Albanian refugees reported that they had seen Kosovo Serbs among the Kosovo Albanians i /,j,”, 3
moving towards the border, but that these were sent back by Serbian forces. Of those who crossed !
the border to the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, the OSCE-KVM Human Rights Vo,

Divisioninterviewed five. These five people all cited general fiear and the particular fear of NATO Bar

bombing asa reason for leaving. They also expressed pessimism over any possible future living 2 %

with Kosovo Albanians in Kosovo. One Kosovo Serb woman reported that in predominantly ¢

Kosovo Albanian areas, Kosovo Serbs could not walk on the street for fear of angry Kosovo 2

Albanian youths. Herbiggest fear was for her 16-year-old brother, who would have to join the 7K,

military or be targeted by the UCK. (It should be noted that many Kosovo Albanians also feared / 2

the UCK due to high-pressure tactics to join the UCK. 3 A, T ;': f‘*
&

L
Cases where individual members of FRY and Serbian forces intervened to prevent violations af Lo £ 0%
oy

international humanitarian law standards

The references in this report to Serbian forces acting in accordance with appropriate humanitarian

law standards are an attempt to include the nuances which add to a more complete picture of the

conflict. The following brief extracts from refugee dccounts show that some members of the

Yugoslav and Serbian forces in some instances acted according te principles of protection of .»:mf:g-:’-f
civilians underinternational humanitarian law, and sometimes tried to prevent human rights a4
violations, Bearing in mindthe overwhelming evidence of a systematic campaign against Kosovo

Albanians that was planned,instigated and ordered from the highest levels* some of the people

mentioned below may well havebeen acting against orders.

Itis also notable that many of these accounts indicate that - while the overwhelming majority of
refugee statements point to VI, police, paramilitaries and armed civilians acting in concert - in
certain instances there was strong disapproval and oppasition on the part of elements in one force
about the actions of elements in another,

Six VI soldiers stopped a Kosovo Albanian man when he got back to his house in Donje
Ljupce/Lupqi i Poshtem (Podujevo) at the end of April. Some of them wanted to execute him, but
a soldier intervened and prevented it from happening3

A 42-year-old wheelchair-bound Kesovo Albanian woman who had remained in her house in
Kozica/Kozhice (Srbica) in late March when Serb forces had shelled and then entered the village
asked a young Serb soldier to bring back her mother and sister who had been taken to a vard with
others. He did this, gave his name and asked about a woman who had been killed in mertar fire
and "said his heart was aching as he heard that she had left three children behind", When
paramilitaries seized their documents, he returned them, and his men brought the woman in her
wheelchair to the mosque where elderly and disabled people stayed for eight days. He arranged for
two tractors to be brought to transport other wounded and disabled. The VI brought food, water
and medicine to the mosque where villagers were sheltering. They then moved them to another
village, saying that it wasfor their own safety as "many shit people have got hold of arms now"48

One refugee recounted to the OSCE-KVM how in Zegra/Zheger (Gnjilane) in early April he had
witnessed a police commander intervene to prevent a Serb, possibly a paramilitary, from killing a
Kosovo Albanian4? A1 Laplje Selo/Fshati Llap in mid-April two young women were taken off by
Serb civilians, but the police forced the civilians to let the women go and they were brought back
to the refugee's family in a police car, (Actions at Zegra by an uncontrolled VJ volunteer unit are
mentioned in Chapter 3, The military/security context ¥® Other refugees told the OSCE-KVM
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about incidents in which one police officer would intervene to stop human rights violations by a
colleague 49
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: KOSOVO / KOSOVA As Seen, As Told

¥ PART IV : The impact of the conflict on communities and groups in Kosovo
7 society (Chapter 20)
{ Cantents Pravious Next

KOSOVO "GYPSIES" (Maxhupet) - ROMA

Explanatory note: terminologyl

The decision to use, within this report, the formula "Gypsies"{(Maxhuper) reflects problems with
group identification in Kosovo of persons who might otherwise, in OSCE terminology, be
classifiedgenerically - by outsiders - as Roma. As is explained below (see "Background"), only
one such group self-identifies as "ethnic Roma", the others being self-identified by a variety of
names and affiliations. The decision on terminology reflects the probable artificiality of using the
terms Rom, Roma, Romani to convey descriptions of and information about people from those
various groups which is derived from statements coming neither from the groups' own members,
nor from people for whom Roma is a term present in common parlance. The choice of the formula
"Gypsies"(Maxhupet) [singular: "Gypsy" (Maxhup); adjective "Gypsy" Maxhupi)] is felt to best
convey the kind of terminology, reflective of generic group identification by outsiders, that would
have been used in the local contextby Kosovo Albanians in their statements to the OSCE-KVM2

r
(The English term "Gypsy" most closely approximates to the Albanian termMaxhup, the most
commonly used among Kosovo Albanians for this kind of generic identification based on attributes
such as skin colour and cultural differences, although there are other Albanian terms of equivalent
connotation used in parts of Kosovo, as well as the Serbian Ciganin.)

As noted below, virtually all of the information in this chapter of the repart derives from
information provided by Kosovo Albanian refugees.

Where reference is made to OSCE-KVM reporting about and contacts with the groups who are
the subject of this chapter, however, the terms Roma and Romani (the standard terminology of the
OSCE, as used by the OSCE-KVM) is retained The formula Roma/"Gypsies" is also used here in
regard to references in the Yugoslay official census.

Background

The several groups generically described here as Kosovo "Gypsies" Maxhuper) have different

allegiances and different linguistic and religious traditiong The groups identify themselves quite
distinctly,

The so-called "ethnic Roma", identify themselves as Roma and use Romani as their mother
tongue, and also speak Albanian and Serbian. They have proud eultural traditions and align
themselves with Roma communities in other countries (they include a small Catholic Romani
community living near theKosovo Croat communities in Lipljan/Lipjan municipalitd,as well as
one group which has a nomadic lifestyle, known as the Cergari, who follow the Orthodox faith
and speak Serbian).

The Ashkaelia are Albanian-speaking and live close to the Kosovo Albanians with whom they
have always been 1dentified,
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The Egyptians, whom many consider to be Ashkaelia, speak Albanian but claim to have originally
come from Egypt. They are perceived by Kosavo Albanians to beMaxhupet for whom a separate
identity was created roughly 10 years aga by the Yugoslav regime in order to further the image of
a multi-ethnic, rather than an Albanian-dominated Kosovo. It is also believed to be an effort of
self-identification in order to escape the derogatory qualification ofMaxhupet in Kosovo and to

differentiate themselves from the Romani-speaking "ethnic Roma". Both the Ashkaelia and
Egyptians follow the Muslim faith.

Kosovo Albanians and Kosovo Serbs alike generally treat the "Gypsy" (axhupi) population and
groups as separate from themselves, despite their varying levels of integration. As is the case with
majority populations in other central and east European countries, the Kosovo Albanians and
Kosovo Serbs consider Maxhupet/Cigani as second-class citizens

Population numbers

Although it is difficult to assess the exact numbers of Roma/"Gypsies” living in Kosove before the
conflict and up to carly June 1999, it was estimated by some Romani refugees from Kosovo and
Serbia living in third countries to be around 100,000-150,000 people In the 1991 Yugoslay
census, the number of Roma/"Gypsies” in Kosovo was calculated at around 45,000. Many did not
declare themselves as Roma/"Gypsies" in the census either because of a feeling of being fully
integrated in the Kosovo Albanian or Serb communities, or because their registration as
Romani/"Gypsy" couldprevent their integration within the community and therefore deprive them

of their basic rights’ Based on data from the 1991 census, Romani/"Gypsy" communities could be
found in almost allmunicipalities of Kosovo,

OSCE-KVM data collection

Little of the data gathered by the OSCE-KVM prior to 20 March 1999 concerned violations of the ra 7
human rights of members of the Romani community? and none of that data concerns complaints L
made directly by Roma to the OSCE-KVM Human Rights Division. Efforts were made by ;:;
OSCE-KVM human rights officers to establish relationships with Roma representatives. Such P
contacts, however, did not develop to the extent required for a mutual exchange of information .
prior to the OSCE-KVM evacuation. The OSCE-KVM was often viewed with suspicion by the & ar
Romani communities? dﬁf{ Lz;_,.
After 20 March the mass forced expulsions by Yugoslav and Serbian forces overwhelmingly ?I;.-‘:&;“
targeted Kosovo Albanians, although Roma are known to have also been caught up in forced g
expulsions or to have fled Most of these are believed to have gone north to Serbia and

Montenegro and then to third countries, It is difficult to determine the extent to which Kosove

Roma were present in the population of refugees from Kosovo in Albania and the former

Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia - among whomthe OSCE-KVM human rights divisian

conducted its human rights interviewing after 20 March - sincemany are believed to have

registered as Kosovo Albanians out of fear of setting themselves apart, The Roma who arrived in

Albania or the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia in the course of themass displacements

from late March were in general either too afraid to talk to anyone, or else they were forced to
move ofl.

For these reasons, no data was gathered by the OSCE-KVM from the Romani population of
Kosovo concerning their own situation during the period covered in this report

A number of reports from Kosovo Albanian refugees who crossed the borders into Albania and
the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia mention Kosovo "Gypsy"(axiupi) men playing an
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active gnd willing role alongside Yugoslav and Serbian forces during the conflict. Kosovo
"Gypsies"(Maxhupet) are mentioned as police, as paramilitaries, or as armed civilians. Many of
these reports are compelling and credible.

Accusations that some Kosovo "Gypsies"(Maxhupe) aligned themselves with Serbs, particularly
during the period of the NATO air campaign and the state of war in Yugoslavia up to June, and
took part in human rights violations against Kosovo Albanians, have tainted the Romani
population of Kosovo as a whole. These accusations have, since then, in the period beyond the
scope of this report, placed the Roma of Kosovo in an extremely precarious position.

Kosovo "Gypsy" (Maxhupi) victims, 20 March to 9 June

Although, as noted above, there were no statements to the OSCE-KVM from Roma about human
rights violations against themselves or other members of their communities, very occasionally
references to Kosovo "Gypsy"(Maxhupi) victims of human rights violations appear in statements
given to the OSCE-KVM by Kosovo Albanians. A "Gypsy"Maxhup) was one of two men
reportedly mutilated and killed after he had tried to intervene to stop a Kosova Albanian colleague
being taken away by police on or around 17 March 1999 in Pristina/Prishtinal? A Kosovo
"Gypsy"(Maxhupi) family and a Kosovo Albanian family were reparted killed at the same time by
paramilitaries in Nagovac/Nagafe (Orahovac) on 26 March 199911 An interviewee from
Kacanik/Kacanik recounted that a Kosovo "Gypsy"(Maxhupi) neighbour had been killed by
snipers on 28 March. 12

Allegations against "Gypsies"" (Maxhuper)

Kosavo Albanians have accused the Kosovo "Gypsy"(Maxhupi) population collectively of
collaboration with the Yugoslav and Serbian forces. They have implicated them in such acts as
murder, "opportunistic” looting and pillaging, extortion of money and valuables, and the
transportation and burying of bodies in mass graves.

"Gypsy"(Maxhupi) involvement in human rights violations

In all cases where "Gypsy"(Maxhupi) police officers, paramilitaries and armed civilians are
implicatedm killings of Kosovo Albanians, they are described as acting alongside or in the
presence of Yugoslav and Serbian forces.

In a few statements where "Gypsies"(Maxhuper) are implicated in human rights violations they are
named. One interviewee claimed that in Pristinz on 18 April about 10-15 men were taken from a
crowd of about 3,000-4,000 villagers and killed, mainly with machine-guns. There was a group of
five paramilitaries doing the killing which including a "GypsyMaxhup) whose name is recorded 13
One Pristina policeman, described variously as a "Gypsy" and a Serb "Gypsy", is mentioned by
first name in three statements (one also identifies his police station) as being involved in
expulsions, extortion, beatings or killings in April and early May!4 In Ribnik/Rimnik (Vitina) on
18 April an interviewee saw paramilitaries and a "Gypsy"Maxhup) (name recorded) looting
houses. 12 In an incident on 27 March where six or seven Autoblinders (armoured wheeled
vehicles) and 15 Pinzgauers surrounded the village of Crkvena Vodica/Palaj (Obilic); of the 16
police and paramilitaries involved, two "Gypsy"Maxhupi) paramilitaries were named among the
perpetrators, 16

I saw a policeman in plain blue uniform and one soldier in camouflage uniform
entering the house of [name recorded] across the street and take him behind the
building .. I saw them taking the ID from him and then ask him to go into the
stream. When he walked into the stream the soldier shot at him with arifle... The
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policeman lived in mybuilding (seventh floor). [First name recorded] (a “Gypsy") 1

Many statements implicated "Gypsies"Maxhupet) as joining with Serbian forces in the expulsion,
and robbing, of Kosovo Albanians. In Pristina on about 24 March during the expulsion of Kosovo
Albanians, police and VJ looted the vacated premises, then ordered "Gypsies" Maxhuper) to
destroy them. 18 Police arrived at the house of a Kosovo Albanian in Djakovica/Gjakova on 28
March and told all of the ocoupants to leave immediately and started to steal belongings.
"Gypsies"(Maxhupet) were also taking part in the stealing 12 In the Suncani Breg/Bregu i Diellit
district of Pristina city on 29 April, "Gypsies"(Max/iuper) were seen looting goods from Kosovo
Albanian-owned shops, with theprotection of the police 20

Four of them kicked our door in and called everybody out into the yard, One was a
Serbian Gypsy (son of [name given]) from the same street. He is a reservist2l

Problems with identification by Kosovo Alhanians of "Gypsies"(Maxhupet) as perpetrators

As noted, on the basis of the statements given to the OSCE-KVM persons identified as Kosovo
"Gypsies"(Maxhuper) were involved in incidents of human rights violations. However, it shonld
also be noted that there was clearly prejudice against and negative perceptions of
"Gypsies"(Maxhupet) among Kosovo Albanians, Some Kosovo Albanians believed that the
"Gypsies"(Marhupet) had aligned themselves with Serbs over recent years in the hopes that they
would get the better jobs (Kosovo Albanians also believed, however, that the Serbs also did not
like the "Gypsies”, and merelyused them). Aspects of this prejudice cannot be ruled out as a
factor in the identification of"Gypsies" (Mauxhupet) by Kosovo Albanians as perpetrators in some
of the reported incidents.

In some instances perpetrators were merely identified as "Gypsies"Waxhupet) by Kosovo
Albaniansby the colour of their skin. Such "colour identification” is problematic. In one interview
a 13-year-old boy described a series of events beginning with a skirmish between the police and
the UCK. After the UCK withdrew police entered his house and his father was shot and killed:

Four police came in. Two were in black/green camouflage uniforms with Serbian flag
at the shoulders [statement notes "police insignia with two eagles inside - same as
Yugoslav passport”]. Nio masks. The other two had no uniforms on but were in
civilianclothes with black masks (interviewee thinks they were Gypsies). Interviewee
is quoted in testimony as saying "I recognized the dark skin around the eyes, like
those next to your office [the OSCE-KVM's office in his home town], the Gypsies
behind the [police] station. These Gypsies, 1 saw them before with the police uniform
on and Grey Wolves 22

In another incident where a "Gypsy" (Maxhup) was implicated alongside Serbian forces and
paramilitaries in the extortion of money and the killing of one man the description of perpetrators
was given: "One of the paramilitaries was short, fat with a moustache and two thick necklaces like
a Gypsy. Another Gypsy would always be on his right 22 This should be considered alongside the
account of a Kosovo Albanian man who told one interviewee that paramilitaries had ordered him,
along with others, to dig a mass grave. The Serbs, he said, had thought he was a
"Gypsy"(Maxhup) because of his dark skin 24

"Gypsy"(Maxhupi) involvement in the collection and burial of Kosave Albanians

A large number of statements describe "Gypsies"(Maxhupet) collecting and burying dead Kosovo
Albanians in mass graves. The role the "Gypsies"Marhupet) played in the burying of bodies is not
surprising, since even before the conflict in Kosovo escalated in March 1999, Roma were often
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;mpln:.rcd to cary out unpleasant or menial tasks. These included digging graves and performing
urials.

There remains, however, the issue of the degree to which "Gypsies"(Maxhupet) involved in the
disposal of bodies can be said to have been complicit in the violation of principles in humanitarian
law which require that the burial of the dead be done respectfully and in a manner to facilitate
subsequent identification (see also Chapter 5, The violation of the right to life).

In Usosevae, on about 2 April, about 30 to 50 metres from the graveyard in the

direction of Gjilan [Serbian: Gnjilane], I saw a big yellow truck stop. On the truck

were about 20 bodies. About 20 Gypsies in civilian clothes and unarmed were \
engaged in taking the bodies off the truck. A bulldozer dug a big hole near the truck )

and the Gypsies threw the bodies in the hole, The bulldozer filled the hole with dir2s
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PART IV : The impact of the conflict on communities and groups in Kosovo
;i saciety (Chapter 21)
/ Contents Previous MNext

OTHER NATIONAL COMMUNITIES AND MINORITIES

In addition to the Kosovo Albanians, Kosove Serbs and Roma, there are a number of other
groups in Kosovo which had the status of "national communities" in the FRY, There were also
small ethnicgroups not designated as "national communities”, one of which is mentioned here.

Among the information gathered by the OSCE-KVM there is only limited data on the impact the
conflict had on these other national communities and minority ethnic groups, although it is clear
that some members of these communities and groups were subjected to the kind of human rights
viclations that were commonplace across Kosovo in the period covered by this report.

Kosovo Turks

The 1991 census in Yugoslavia put the number of Kosovo Turks at 10,833, but that figure is not
thought to reflect the true size of the population.l The Turks in Kosove continue to use Turkish
as their mather tongue (in the 1974 Constitution of Kosovo, repealed in 1989 by the federal

government, Turkish was recognized as the third official language of Kosovo)? and there area L v
number of Turkish schools in the province. The Turks have traditionally taken a neutral stand Ty

between the Albanians and the Serbs and they have traditionally had good relations with both. ﬁ:% /
There are contradictory reports about how Kosovo Turks experienced the conflict up to June “ir

1999, In the predominantly Turkish village of Mamusa/Mamushe (Prizren), which was attacked by "¢
Yugeslav and Serbian forces in late March 1999 (this is covered in more detail in the entry for

Prizren municipality), people interviewed by the OSCE-KVM reported that the inhabitants of

Turkish origin were allowed to stay as the Yugoslav and Serbian forces expelled the Kosovo

Albanians3

In other parts of Kosovo, Turks were reportedly attacked and expelled together with Kosovo
Albanians} or atherwise left the province. Many found refuge in Turkey?

Kosovo Croats

The Kosovo Croats are also known as Janjevci after the village of Janjeva/Janjeve (Lipljan), where
they made up two-thirds of the population. As well as Janjevo, Lipljan/Lijpan town also had a
sizeable Croat population, and four villages at the eastern end of Vitina/Viti municipality -

Letnica/Letnice, Sasare/Shashare, Vmavokolo/Vmakolle and Vmez/Vemez - had Croat majority
populations.

Jrgd
In the data collected by the OSCE-KVM there are no references to human rights violations against | 9%
Kaosovo Croats. .

Gorani

This community consists of persons of Slav ethnicity and Islamic faith from Gora/Dragash

http:/fwww.osce.orglkosovo/reports’hr/part 1 /ch2 1 htm 12/ 6199 2:42 PM



Kosovo/Kosova As Seen, As Told Page 2 of 3

distinct from the group described as Muslim Slavs (see below). A survey conducted jointly by M‘%
UNHCR and the OSCE found that "Despite their shared religion, their relationship with [Kosovo]

municipalityin the south of Kosovo (the term Goran roughly translates as "Highlander"). They are j br
Albanians is notalways easy given their ethnic and linguistic links with the Serbs, as well as their ~ “* ¢

i 3 Ao
political attitudes."8 =
The entry in this report for Gora municipality describes the security and human rights situation e y
thefe as monitored by the OSCE-KVM. 1t is also noted in that entry that after it evacuated from al

Kosovo, the OSCE-KVM took only one statement from a Goran refugee, in the former Yugoslay |

Republic of Macedonia. This interviewee, who left Kosovo on 18 June 1999, stated that the UCK
“were destroying and robbing Dragas/Dragash village and the surrounding area, were ordering

Serbs to leave or be killed, and had blocked the roads. Unlike the multitude of Kosovo Albanians

who were expelled from Kosovo the interviewee was still in possession of his 10Y

Muslim Slavs

This group consists of Serbian speaking Slavs who are associated with the "Muslim nati onality" as
classified within the former Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia. Many of them describe | Bty
themselves as Bosniac. In the data collected by the OSCE-KVM there are no references to human | Aerc.
rights violations against Muslim Slavs, In Ozrim/Ozdrim (Pec/Peia) Muslim Slavs are described as |W.n‘."_.5;§u
having been spared when Kosovo Albanians were attacked and expelled in May (see the entry for "%

. a - &jlﬂ
Pec municipality)8 e
g ;

Cerkezi éf Ve

The Cerkezi, who are a tiny minority group not recognized as a national community in the FRY,
are of the Cherkess nationality from the north Caucasus region of Russia. The Cerkezi arrived in
Kosovo more than 80 years ago and settled in Milosevo/Millosheve in Obilic/Obiliq municipality,
They number around 100 persons, are Muslims, and speak Albanian, Serb and Cerkess. None of
the data gathered by the OSCE-KVM specifically referred to the Cerkezi of Malisevo, but it is
known that at some pomnt during the period between late March and early June 1999 they were
expelled and someof their houses were bumed by Serbs, and that all of them became refugees in
the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia?

Roman Catholic Kosovo Albanians

These are a religious, not an ethnic minority, nurnbering an estimated 70,000 people. They live
mainlyin the municipalities of Djakovica/Gjakova, Klina/Klina, Prizren/Prizren and Vifina/Viti.

It is difficult to determine whether their experience of the conflict differed signicantly from that of
the majority of Kosovo Albanians who are Muslim. There are reports about Roman Catholic
Kosovo Albanians being detained, ill-treated and expelled that are entirely consistent with the
general patterns of human rights violations against Kosovo Albanians!? However, a very limited
number of statements from refugees sugpest that there were members of the Yugoslay and Serbian
forces who tended to distinguish Roman Catholic Kosovo Albanians and treat them better. For
example, &8 Roman Catholic Kosovo Albanian who had fled Djakovica/Gjakova town on 25 March
1995 and was at the village of Meja/Meje recounted how he and his family had felt relatively safe
there because a local VJ commander had assured them that they did not have to worry as long as
he was in charge, because they were Catholics, Only when this commander was gone after 27
April did their situationdeteriorate and they decided to leave for Albaniall There is also one
statement from a Kosovo Albanian Muslim, describing expulsions from the village of
Karasindjerd)/Karashengjergj (Prizren) on31 March 1999, in which it is claimed that about 90
households of Roman Catholic Kosovo Albanians were allowed to stay!2 From the data gathered
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by the OSCE-KVM, it cannot be determined whether this kind of relati vely favourable treatment
was repeated anywhere clse.

Motes

! Based on figures including estimates from community leaders, as cited by the UNHCR/OSCE Second Assessmenof
the Situation of Ethnic Minarities in Kosovo, 6 September 1999, Also "Informative Note on the Turkish National
Minority in Kosova", Turkish Permanent Mission {o the OSCE, Vienna, 21 September 1999,

 UNHCR/OSCE, "Second Assessment of the Situation of Ethnic Minorities in Kosove", para. 64,

3 AJOD3S; AJO114: AMDS48: ADDD4,

% For example, OSCE-MIK, M1/22/95.

# UNHCR/OSCE, "Second Assessment of the Situntion of Bthnic Minorities in Kosova®, para, 64,

& UNHCR/OSCB "Second Assessment of the Situation of Ethnic Minorities in Kosovo", para. 55, 6 Seplember 1929,
TM/1524,

# OSCE-TFK human rights officer, reporting on a visit to Ozrim in late June.

¥ UNHCR/OSCE "Second Assessment of the Situation of Ethnic Minorities in Kosavo", para 71, 6 September 1999,
"% PE/04/042/99 and PE/04/123/99, relating to incidents in January and March 1999 in Djakovica/Gjakova police

station; M/D434, containing an eyewitness account of the beating of three young men in [ront of 3 house iabas/Kabash
(Vitinz).

I ATOR6S.
12 Af10786,
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cAOS|C|e KOSOVO / KOSOVA As Seen, As Told
3 PART IV : The impact of the conflict on communities and groups in Kesovo
society (Chapter 22}
!' Contents Previous Next

GROUPS IN KOSOVO ALBANIAN SOCIETY
PARTICULARLY TARGETED FOR HUMAN
RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

Individuals or groups who in some way played a part in public life in Kosovo Albanian society
were liable to be harassed, ill-treated, arrested, subjected to unfair trial proceedings and/or killed.
Those affected extended from politicians to prominent individuals, religious leaders, medical
professionals, journalists, teachers, students, human rights activists, those waorking in

non-govemmental organizations (NGOs), those associated with the OSCE-KVM, and the
wealthy,

From the early 1980s Kosovo Albanian politicians had called for full republican status within the
then Yugoslavia, and later, as Kosovo's autonomous status was curtailed from 1987 and then
when Yugoslavia broke up in 1992, they called for full independence. After the effective
revocation of Kosovo's autonomy, through the adoption of a new constitution in Serbia in
September 1990, followed by & Kosovo Albanian boyeott of Serbian elections, "emergency
measures" were imposed inmost of the public sector. Tens of thousands of Albanians were
dismissed from their jobs, generally tobe replaced by Serbs and Montenegrins, Kosovo Albanians,
in a general policy of pacifist civillisobedience, started to establish paralle] institutions, mcluding
their own president, a parliament, taxation and their own education system. (Further details on
these political developments are given inChapter 1, Kosovo: The historical and political

background.) 5 G ﬁm ﬁ’f_ﬁ -

Those working in the media became targets with the withdrawal or closure of publicly funded
Albanian-language media from 1989 and the banning of key Albanian-language publications.

Kosovo Albanian teachers were targeted when a parallel system of Albanian-language education

was established in response to the 1990 publication of a new school curriculum for Kosovo to

bring Albanian-language teaching into line with that in the rest of Serbia. It ended teaching in

Albanian inmost secondary schools in 1992, and cut Albanian-language teaching at Pristina

University. Some 6,000 secondary school teachers and 800 university teaching staff, who failed to * T4 e,
adopt the new curriculum, were sacked, Paralle] health systems were established, often with the <2
assistance of humanitarian groups such as the Mother Teresa Society, leading to the targeting of ~ “7
medical personnel. As the security situation deteriorated in 1998 Kosovo Albanian medical B

personnel were also presumed by the Serbian authorities to be providing medical assistance to the
UCK.

By 1998 the polarization was complete and, in conjunction with an armed security crackdown
against areas of UCK activity, many arrests were carried out. A notable case was in
Urosevac/Ferizaj in June 1998, when some 11 human rights activists and LDK politicians, mostly
the higher ranking in theseorganizations, were arrested in one operation (this case is described in

greater detail in Chapter 10, Violation of the right to a fair trial, and in Part V in the entry for
Urosevac/Ferizaj municipality.)
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Following the deployment of the OSCE-KVM there were few political trials of prominent
politicians or human rights activists, with the exception of the trial of the "Urosevac group"
mentioned above and the case of Fatima Boshnjaku, who was executive manager of the Djakovica
chapter of the Mother Teresa Society. Her tidal is described below.

There were a number of killings and arests of public figures during this period, notably the killing
of a member of the Pristina branch of the Albanian Democratic Party (LBD), who on 27 February
1999 wasg found shot dead near a lake east of Batlava/Batllave (Podujevo). The OSCE-KVM went
to investigate the site and found that the politician had been shot five times, and assumed that his
body had been dumped there, since there was no evidence of shooting. Further indications as to
who carried out the killing could not be found at the time.

The severity and number of incidents changed rapidly after the OSCE-KVM evacuated on 20
March. Given the history of the previous 10 years, it did not come as a surprise that many
prominent figures were immediately targeted. These individuals can be grouped according to their
respective professional responsibilities and status in Kosovo Albanian society.

First, they were the "professionals” and activists, such as politicians, religious leaders, lawyers,

doctors, journalists, professors, teachers, students and human rights activists, Secondly, they were
the peaple who were associated with the OSCE-KVM and other international organizations which
were perceived as "the enemy”, The last group of individuals who were specifically targeted were
the rich, either because they were prominent in Kosovo society or by virtue solely of their wealth.

Several statements refer to these groups as being especially vulnerable to Serb oppression?

Different explanations can be given for this targeting. In general, the Serbs might have seen these
different individuals as the "enemy" or as subversive elements, undermining Serb authority and
dominance in the province. In other cases, especially where doctors or Mother Teresa Society
workers were involved, they might have been connected with the UCK, which the Serbs viewed as L
a terrorist organization. The Serbs might have used their prominence in society to set a public ¥
example, to take revenge, or to terrorize the population and discourage future disruptive action. =79 ae
Lastly, the Serbs might have tried to break down the Kosovo Albanian leadership, and in this way

leave Kosovo Albanians without representation in the future.

[ MaTn

The UCK was held responsible for the abduction of among others seven Serbian Orthodox monks
and a nun in July 19983 During the period of the OSCE-KVM's presence in Kosovo, the UCK
was responsible for the abduction of some Kosovo Albanian politicians (mostly because of their
presumed Serb alliances or sympathy)4

This section concentrates on those persons who were persecuted whose cases came to the
attention of the OSCE-KVM. Other cases, where the individual and his or her fate were prominent

enough to be recorded by the media or other sources and which later could be confirmed, are
described only briefly.

Targeting of politicians and prominent individuals

Kosovo Albanian politicians were targeted throughout Kosovo. Serb perpetrators were

responsible for the persecution of politicians at the "national”, regional and village level. Most
accounts are of victims who were members of or activists for the Democratic League of Kosovo
(LDK-Lidhja Demokratike ¢ Kosoves), which was founded officially in December 1989 and led by
Ibrahim Rugova. Given the prevailing political climate, all Kosovo Albanian politicians belonging
to either the LDK or to the smaller Kosovo Albanian parties had a well-founded fear of

persecution and in manyinstances, once the OSCE-KVM evacuated, the politicians were the first
victims of gross humanrights violations.
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Leading politicians, such as Ibrahim Rugova, were reported in the press to be under house arrests g _;;34 i
others went into hiding ® Later Ibrahim Rugova emerged in Belgrade, where he was shown on 5

television shaking hands with Slobodan Milosevic. At the time, the media reported that he was
coerced into doing so. He was later allowed 1o leave for Italy with his family.

One of the most prominent members of the LDK was Fehmi Agani, aged 66, a former

vice-president of the party, who was a sociology professor, a member of the Kosovo academy and
one of the co-founders of the party. He belonged to the inner circle of LDK leader Ibrahim

Rugova, and was warking on the outline of a new constitution for Kosovo and a philosaphy for a

new and more just Kosovo society. One interviewee relates when he last saw the politician.

border from Fushe Kosove [Kosovo Polje]. The train was stopped near the

Macedonian border by Serbian forces and forced to head back to Fushe Kosove at |
about 13:00. Near Fushe Kosove the train was stopped and the passengers were [
forced out of the train and forced to lie in a muddy ditch after having thefir] |
documentation taken by the police forces that were involved in the operation. The

police had red and white ribbonon their left arms. The police then separated 20 men

from the group and it appeared they were planning to kill these 20. The women and

children started to scream and cry and fhe police officers seemed to change their {
minds. Two buses pulled up and half ofthe 20 were put on the first bus. In this first

bus was Fehmi Agani, one of the leaders ofthe LDK and a member of the

Rambouillet peace delegation. These buses headed forPrishtina [Pristina]. Three

more buses were loaded with three hundred people and those people were taken to

Lepane [Lebane], Each passenger was forced to pay DM 50. Then they went on to

Suhareke [Suva Reka]."?

"... On 6th May 1999 the group was on a train and heading for the Macedonian /

Arrest, detention, torture and death of LDK secretary in Kosovo Polje/Fushe Kosove

Some 20 to 30 men (described as paramilitaries, MUP and V] - wearing different uniforms,
some masked) took into custody the local LDK secretary, his wife and a neighbouring Kosovo ,3;1:);
Albanian family, including the children, from their homes in Kosovo Polje on 27 March. In the

police station all of the detained had to face the wall for about six hours. Apparently police
from Serbia and/or State Security officers were present. The men were severely beaten, all in
the same room.! The wife of the LDK secretary was made to clean the police station. Three
hours later this woman asked a local policeman for help. The policeman answered that he had |
no competence over the police and paramilitaries from Serbia, However, the children and the Mo

woman were released that day after their money and jewellery had been stolen?

The four men, including the LDK secretary, were released the next moming, 28 March, at
08:30 hours, The LDK secretary was not able to walk and his hands were black from the
beatings. He had a large wound on his neck from cigarette burns. His stomach was distended
and his ribs appeared to be broken. He vomited blood.? Other relatives reported that he had
said that the police demanded that he put on a Serbian military uniform and kill his family and
accused him of being an UCK commander. He told his relatives that the police drove him
several timessomewhere for a mock execution.* The family took the injured man to a village
just outside Kosovo Polje, where he received medical assistance. On 3 April the family left to

the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, where he died of his injuries on 4 April in hospital
in Tetovo.

| MI052T,
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2 M/1024; M/O142.
¥ MIDG41;, M/06TS.

* M/0540 and M/0458 also include the name of the eommander of the police station in Kosovo Polje.

This story is corroborated by other witnesses,? that is, Fehmi Agani was seen by others getting on Zjﬂz”
the bus; one interviewee says that Fehmi Agani was then taken off the bus by a civilia® Other
versions of the story emerged to the effect that Fehmi Agani had got out of the train, was waiting

in a field andwas put in a private car and driven off!2 There were no witness statements from Fepe .
refugees as to what actually happened to him. He was later found dead. His son gave an emotional =
press conference in the Hotel Alexander Palace, Skopje, in the former Yugoslav Republic of A, !
Macedonia, announcing the death of his father but he was not able to give details of the ‘fa.z‘_ﬁ
circumstances, £ Q

te

One of the most widely reported incidents after the first night of the NATO air strikes, 24 March Pl f /
1999, was the killing of the prominent Kosovo Albanian lawyer Bajram Kelmendi, Although nota
politician, he had strong ties with the LDK. He acted as a defence lawyer in almost all the

“terrorist” trials which took place in Pristina and was also active in the local human rights

nen-governmental organization, the Council for the Defence of Humnan Rights and Freedoms. His

wife (also a lawyer) was a secretary of the LDK. The day before his abduction, Bajram Kelmendi

defended the Kosovo Albanian newspaper Koha Ditore in court, as described in Part V, in the

entry for Pristina city,

On the night of 25 March, two cars stopped near Bajram Kelmendi's house: Around six men in
blue camouflage approached the house, of whom around five actually entered by breaking the
door.11 The men demanded money and weapons; they then abducted Bajram Kelmendi and his
two sons, one of whom had worked for the OSCE-KVM. On 26 March a relative found Bajram
Kelmend: and histwo sons on the road from Pristina to Kosovo Polje Bath sons had 15 bullet
holes in their bodies, one had a finger cut off. The lawyer's body had 18 bullet holes. The same day
a bomb was discovered underneath the staircase of Bajram Kelmendi's house; it was later removed
by friends12

Modiiye
There were many other accounts of regional and local politicians from around Kosovo who were , T By
targeted for particularly cruel treatment, A few were killed, naotably the LDK president in
Kosovska Mitrovica/Mitrovice and the LDK secretary in Kosovo Poljel3 Many political figures Wogvag ¢
were arrested and beaten,4 or had their houses looted, burned or blown up. 13 In one interview #e e
reference is made 1o a Serb "hit-list" of people who were to be executed 18 Prominent politicians< M;ﬁ;ﬁ— ,
were followed and visited by Serb police and civilians!” The accompanying text box gives an o
example of the cruel treatment politicians received in police custody. It recounts the arrest on 27
March, the torture in detention and the subsequent death of the LDK secretary for Kosova Polje

There are many statements deseribing the arrest and interrogation or detention of Kosovo
Albanian politicians in the various municipalities in Kosovo. Well-documented were the arrests
and treatment of some 10 Gnjilane/Gjilan political and human rights activists, who were rounded
up and arrested around 10 May 1999, All of them were taken to prison, where they were
ill-treated for weeks, ' suffering physical and mental torture, intimidation, malnutrition and
extremely poor conditions of detention. Another well-documented arrest and imprisonment
concerns 2 Kosovo Albanian politicianfrom the Parliamentary Party (one of the smaller Kosovo
Albanian political parties), who mentionedthe names of other politicians who were incarcerated
together with him in Lipljan prisonl? One interviewee stated that a Serb police officer mentioned
a list of people who were to be arrested 20
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Position of religious leaders

Religion plays a major role in the cultural identity of the Serb nation, and was widely used in the
nationalist campaigns of Serb politicians from the end of the 1980s. From the point of view of the
Serbian Orthodox Church, emerging from the communist era at the end of the 1980s, its religious
leaders suddenly found a willing ear and a means to re-establish their position in society. For this
reason they started to associate with ethnically divisive forces. The Serbian Orthodox Church
backed Milosevic in his campaign for "Greater Serbia" from the beginning of the 1990s. In
Kosovo itself, "the cradle of the Serbian Orthodox Church”, local Serb politicians were never
consulted with regard to Serbian policy, and the bishop of Raska and Prizren, Artemije
Radosavljevic, was the only localKosovo representative in Belgrade with any authority. He gave
the Orthodox Church in Kosovo an extra, political role. By 1998, fearing that Kosovo's Serbs
would be the principal, long-term victims ofconflict with Kosovo Albanians, the Church
attempted to moderate Belgrade's hard-line position. Together with the leader of the Serb
Resistance Movement in Kosovo, Momeilo Trajkovic, BishopArtemije presented himself as an
alternative Serb voice from Kosovo, calling for Serb-KosovoAlbanian co-existence and mutual
tolerance,

On the part of the Kosovo Albanian "nation", religious identification was not particularly strong.
Although most Kosovo Albanians are Muslim, there are Catholic and Orthodox Christian Kosovo
Albanians. Religion did not play a major part in everyday life for most Albanians. There was a
ceremonial role for the imam andhedja (also rendered as hoca or hoxha) at weddings, burials and
other ceremonies. Islam exercised more moral authority in the villages than in the larger towns and
cities. The Muslim religious leadership was nevertheless involved in organizing the parallel system
of government which developed in the early 1990s, but their involyement faded for several
reasons. The Rugova "government"” did not want to be associated with the Islamic world, because
it thought that the involvement of religious leaders would be a liability with regard to getting
Western support. Further, their marginal role in society did not give the Muslim leaders the
popular support néeded to play a leading role in organizing the parallel system.

During the OSCE-KVM presence there were few reports of persecation of religious leaders or of
those with a religious affiliation (although there are cases of the arrest, beating and harassment of
Catholic Kosovo Albanians in Djakovica/Gjakove municipality, as described in the entry for that
municipality). However, after the OSCE-KVM evacuation on 20 March 1999 there were a
number of incidents reported where imams and/iodjas were involved or where religious property
was destroyed. The imams of Lausa/Llaushe (Stbica/Skenderaj) and Vlastica/llashtice
(Gmjilane/Gjilan),and the hodjas of Bela Crkva/Bellacerke (Orahovac/Rrahovec) and
Pojatiste/Pojatishme (Urosevac/Ferizaj) were reportedly killed2! An imam from
Prilepnica/Perlepnice (Gnjilane) wasreportedly taken hostage in order to persuade the villagers to
leave,22 and another imam from Velaniadistrict of Pristina was allegedly beaten and abducted?3
Also in Pristina, a hand grenade was throwninto the house of the mufti of the Kosovo Islamic
Community24

Although the above incidents are significant, it has to be noted that the persecution of religious
leaders does not appear to have been widespread. There does not seem to have been a concerted
plan to undermine the Muslim religious leadership of Kosovo. There were also cases mentioned

where the imam was able to negotiate on behalf of a group or to provide burial services23

The destruction of mosques was more widespread. They were destroyed during shelling campaigns

26 or when military equipment was put in the building?? or when there was a deliberate attack on

a mosque.-22 Some 200 mosques were allegedly damaged or destroyed22 ,
— ‘T-C'E' AL Ty
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Targeting of doctors and other medical professionals
Persecution of medical personnel

International humanitarian law is clear: medical personnel can not be prevented from, targeted
because of, or prosecuted for rendering medical assistance to the sick or wounded in armed
conflict, regardless of who the beneficiaries may be.

Doctors and medical personnel were nevertheless targeted for human rights violations in Kosovo.
The persecution of health professionals extended beyond their involvement as a leading group in
society; they were also prosecuted for allegedly rendering medical assistance 1o the UCK.

Under the Criminal Code of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (KZSR1), rendering assistance to
those committing the criminal acts of "terrorism" (Article 125) or "subversive activity” (Article
136) was in itself a criminal act under Article 137, punishable by imprisonment of not less than

one year.20 The Yugoslav authorities considered medical supplies to be materials "rendering

assistance", and prosecuted doctors under this charge. Fatima Boshnjaku, an activist of the a::"“'f'
Mother Teresa Society, was arrested on 12 July 1998 while delivering aid to a village in ”L'f;“,,-..,,:

Djakovica, found guilty of organizinghostile activities under the KZSRJ and sentenced to seven Kk
months' imprisonment (as is also describedin Chapter 10, Violation of the right to a fair trial). The | /zpac

examination of the accused focused primarilyon whether the supplies being delivered were Veog
medical supplies or not; the court concluded that medical supplies had been among the assistance Ceq g
i i1
delivered 31 (_)f_' M/
"Medical and religious personnel shall be respected and protected and shall be granted ail 2 T
available help for the performance of their duties. They shall not be compelled to carry out 2 <
tasks which are not compatible with their humanitarian mission.... 7 VB
Under no circumstances shall any person be punished for having carried out medical Vs “€
activities compatible with medical ethics, regardless of the person benefiting therefrom....

Medical units and transports shall be respected and protected ar all times and shall not be the
object of attack.”

FProtocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 and Relating to the
Protection of Victims of Nen-International Armed Conflicts (Protocol If), Articles 9(1), 10(1)
and 11(1).

Regardless of the other violations of the defendant's right to a fair trial in this case and the lack of
evidence provided by the authorities, pursuing these charges violated international humanitarian
law standards in themselves. The defendant should not have been put in a position where she faced
imprisonment for ensuring that the wounded or sick had supplies necessary for their recovery,
regardless of whether they were UCK or civilians of any ethnicity or nationality.

In ancther trial monitored by the OSCE-KVM, a doctor who had been arrested with 13 others in
Orahovac/Rrahovec was prosecuted in Pec/Peja under Article 136 KZSRJ for "subversive
activities," for allegedly joining the UCK and becoming a "terrorist doctor.” The defendant denied
he had been part of the UCK and said that he had worked in a local clinic which treated civilians,
although he admitted that on one occasion in 1998 he had treated one person in uniform. Since he
had "admitted" assisting the UCK, he was found guilty and sentenced to seven months'

imprisonment32

On 28 February 1999 the OSCE-KVM was informed that an Albanian doctor from Sinaje (Istok)
had been beaten and arrested by police, apparently only because he gave medical assistance to a
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Kosovo Albanian man earlier shot by police officers. As a result he sustained a broken rib and
several chest injuries, and was accused of assisting terrorists and transferred to Pec prison33

Dactors were also beaten on account of their work, On 14 January 1999 a Kosovo Albanian
doctor on his way to visit an elderly woman patient was stopped at a police checkpaint on the
Obilic-Podujevo road. Nine police in combat gear stopped him and started beating him with their
weapons. When one policeman found his ID and doctor's bag he said, "He's a doctor. Kill the
motherfucker! He is treating the terrorists." He was beaten until he lost consciousness, when the
police left. Shortly afterwards the victim was able to drive home. When he reported the attack to
the OSCE-KVM the following day he still had pains in his groin and abdomen, and abrasions on
his neck were visible34

Targeting of medical personnel after 20 March

When the NATO air strikes began on 24 March 1999 a Kosovo Albanian ambulance driver in
Vueitrn was told by police that he should no longer show up for work because he would treat
UCK soldiers 33 Other Kosovo Albanian medical staff, who had managed to keep their jobs were
also dismissed from their jobs at this timed®

Interviewees frequently reported that doctors were specifically sought out for expulsion or other
human rights violations when armed forces came to their district or village?? In Gladno
Selo/Gllanaselle (Glopovac) Serbian forces who entered the village on 26 March specifically
sought out a local dector, who was later among those killed in the village2® On 1 April Serbian
forces came to Varos Selo/Varosh (Urosevac) in a civilian vehicle, shooting and searching for
three doctors who lived on one interviewee's street, When the car retumed the next day, the

. : - 39
population fled in panici? | 6T

In other places the killing of doctors left a particular impression on the interviewees, although they : ﬂ”*'“_'r
may not have been killed specifically because they were doctors. For example, in Slatina/Sllatine

(Kacanik), an interviewee witnessed a doctor being killed. He said: "1 saw from 200 metres the

doctor bemg captured with his family. He was tied to a tree, beaten, his face was cut up with

knives and then he was killed. All this was in front of his wife and children 42 There are numercus

other accounts of doctors being killed 3!

Medical personnel were also targeted in other ways. In Kosovska Mitrovica/Mitrovice, a woman
reparted that armed masked paramilitaries in dark grey uniforms with bullet proof jackets came to
the hospital in where her husband worked, looking for him. When they found him they took him
into a room, accused him of helping the UCK, and beat and kicked him for about 10 minutes,
when he was released and ordered to leave Kosovo within two hours. He reported the incident to
the police, but they refused to help and told him and his family to go to the hospital and stay there
because they "might" have to leave the following day, The couple then took a bus to the former

Yugoslav Republicof Macedonia 42

In another case, three masked men dressed in black came to the house of one interviewee, a
prominent doctor in Pristina, and beat the family members, including the interviewee's 70-year-old
mother who was kicked all over her body, The men tried to rape the 44-year-old interviewee, but
did not succeed, although the woman was kicked in the abdomen and trampled upon after the
failed attempt. They also extorted money from the family#2

One interviewee, a (female) nurse for the Mother Teresa Society, went to the Society's -:_.fﬁ:e in
Urosevac/Ferizaj as normal on 25 March. Four masked men in green camouflage came into the
office and asked whether the drugs they had there were for the UCK. They then locked the nurse
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ﬂnd ?}’GU“E fernale doctor in the bathroom, threatening them with a knife, drinking, and saying,
We'll fuckthem." After an hour, they opened the door and released them, and they were able to
£0 home. Later in the day, the office was mined44

Arrests of doctors continued after the OSCE-KVM evacuated from Kosovo. One interviewee
reported that his colleague, a doctor from Gnjilane, had been arrested for collaboration with the
UCK i early May because he had given medical treatment to UCK membersts

Serb doctors sometimes tried and were prevented from providing medical assistance to Kosovo
Albanians. Kosovo Albanians fleeing an offensive in the Shala area fled to Gomnje
Sudimlja/Studime eEperme (Vucitm), where they were subjected to repeated attacks before being
moved on to a farm on the cutskirts of Vucitrn town. When doctors (reported to be Serb doctors
from the Red Cross) came to the farm the following day, the police refused to let them see the
wounded 46

; i
o 14 T
Targeting of journalists . ﬂ’n'ﬁi f_rx,ﬂl"% h. ; hd’f"‘l en
phs = B Mo
Freedom of the media pE2e
iR
The Media Development Department within the OSCE-KVM generally dealt with freedom of the " Eéyt
media issues. It only became a priority of the Human Rights Division when the closing down of e
the major Kosovo Albanian newspapers began in mid-March 1999, Apart from this major pA
crackdown on the media, Kosovo Albanian journalists were to a certain degree harassed and ETS i
intimidated beforethe declaration of the state of war, although this became much more systematic ~ H°2% o
and brutal during the war. peat
RS
Closure of Kesove Albanian newspapers D;Hfﬁ
s
]
The prosecution of the newspapers, which started on |1 March 1999, accompanied the peneral ﬁ;”#"

deterioration of the situation in Kosovo. It could also be possible that the prosecution was part of
a general preparation for the war, because the papers were suddenly charged in velation to editions 2 .F-T5

from some time previously. One of the leading daily newspapers Kesova Sot, was fined in ?‘:ﬂi
absentia by the Municipal Court for Misdemeanors (Sud Za Prekrsaje Opstinski Organ) on 12 ,im{,‘ﬁh

March, only one day after the editors and publisher were summoned for the hearing®? The

Minister of Information charged the paper with causing "national, racial or religious intolerance or

hatred" by publishing acalendar with a UCK picture 22 The paper was not able to pay the fines Tsea®
and their bank accounts were frozen, After some editions of Kesova Sof were confiscated on 17

March, the paper stopped publishing.

The biweekly Gazeta Shgiptare was similarly prosecuted and fined for supporting the UCK under
Articles 42 and 67 of the Public Information Law. However, the newspaper did not recognize

Serbian law and therefore did not prepare a defence?

. . Afer
After the OSCE-KVM evacuated, the most prominent Kosovo Albanian newspaper, Koha Ditore, ELs puS

was fined under Articles 42 and 67 of the Public Information Law, reportedly for having published
recent statements made by the UCK leader, Hashim Thaci?

Regardless of whether the Serbian authorities applied the Public Information Law correctly, there

are strong indications that these procedures were intended to restrict unlawfully the freedom of ex

pression of Kosovo Albanian newspapers. Especially in the case o osova Sof the sudden

prosecution within 24 hours appeared surprising, since the contested publications were from 31 i‘-]
December 1998 and 2 January 1999, Furthermore Koha Ditore had frequently published H,_,a,rm&‘i“ ’
statements by Hashim Thaci, as the UCK leader and one of the negotiators at the Rambouillet
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talks. The Public Information Law itself and the way in which it was applied places restrictions on
freedom of expression that go beyond what is permissible under international standards. oyn 4

In Iate March the printing houses of Koka Ditore and Koseva Sot were both looted and then
burned down. 5!

Assaults on journalists

While the OSCE-KVM was in Kosovo it did not receive specific complaints from or about

journalists who had been particularly targeted, except for the murder on 11 January of Enver audl
Maloku, the director of the Kosovo Information Centre (a Kosovo Albanian news agency). This *u ;o
prominent figure, journalist and LDK supporter was shot in front of his house in the Suncani pLia~n)
Breg/Bregu i Diellitdistrict of Pristina when he retumed from work. He died shortly afterwards in =~ wi¥
hospital 32

After the evacuation of the OSCE-KVM, journalists were attacked either because they collected
evidence material or because they were suspected of writing pro-Albanian propaganda.

On 25 March three police officers arrested the editor of Magazine Kesovare, robbed him of

money, documents and office keys, kicked him and beat him up with their rifles. Then another

three men in black masks and in grey combat uniforms asked him his profession. He denied being

a journalist and said he was working in a bar, but the masked men did not believe him and beat

him with metal bars with screws attached to them, One of the men pointed a gun at his head, but

the others said they wanted to beat him longer. The journalist was able to escape when they were

distracted by something happening outside. At the end of March police allegedly also beat up a

Journalist from Koseva Sot for "doing good for the UCK" 33

In Urosevac in late March or early April a former journalist of RTV Pristina was abducted, ‘ ,,L-L.

reportedly by police, and shortly afterwards police planted an explosive device in his house. One

from the Rilindija newspaper and RTV Pristina were harassed by Serbian forces, for example in Jo ¥

Vrbica/Verbice (Gnjilane/Gjilan), Srbica/Skenderaj, Kosovska Mitrovica/Mitrovica and bt)“ J_,,.r—“'L

Blace/Bllace (Suva Reka), 33 " ke o e
a

newspaper Koha Ditore, hid in Pristina throughout the period of NATO bombing. Baton Haxhiu, ),

editor-in-chiefof the same newspaper, also hid in Pristina for many weeks before eventually JF (7

escaping to Tetovo in the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia. 6a ,-.f,m '

interviewee found his body on the side of the road to Pristina34 Several other journalists, notably
Others managed to stay safe by going into hiding, Veton Surroi, editor of the Pristina daily Je 5
Targeting of teachers and students -~

Kosovo Albanian teachers and students were only able to teach and learn under the most difficult '
circumstances. While it was present in Kosovo, the OSCE-KVM started a survey on the school
situation and found that there were problems with respect to school accommodation for primary
schools. There was a virtual system of "apartheid". Primary schools were either homogeneously
Serh, with the Kosovo Albanian children situated in makeshift sheds or small housing, or there
were mixed schools, where a small group of Serb children took up as much space or more in the
building as alarger group of Kosovo Albanian children. As for secondary schooling, the situation
was even more bizarre. There was no official secondary schoaling in the Albanian curriculum.
Albanian secondaryschools were located in private houses, and the teachers, poorly paid through
the "shadow system", were often not well qualified. Both teachers and students were reported to

be harassed on their way to school, or they would be taken to the police station for "investigative
talks" 56

T
. m“t:;,ll
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After the OSCE-KVM evacuated on 20 March, according to one statement police and

paramilitary were looking for teachers in general 37 In another statement it is narrated that the
people in the villagewere forced to tell where the intellectuals lived, including teachers3® Yet
another statement says that Serb paramilitary forces used a list with names of so-called
"Intellectuals” to identify individuals to bekilled. Among those on the list were teachers.

On approximately 13 April I witnessed the execution of two [male Kosovo Albanian]
teachers from Pristina who were in the school in Gllogofc [Glogovica, Pristina). ..
Four paramilitaries entered the school and said that the teachers were on the list for
execution. They were killed 100 metres away from the school, I heard the shots and
saw the bodies later32

One example of the way in which teachers could be treated is given in the following account:

On 27 March 1999, at approximately 15;00, 43 tanks arrived and surrounded the

village of Cerkolez [Crkolez (Istok)]... Police and paramilitaries, wearing masks, | (:1’.
entered Padalishte near Cerkolez [but i Srbica], and went into the house of the e
teacher [name mentioned]. The forces took his three voung children and told the

teacher to cut off the heads of the children. The man refused, and the police killed the

three daughters by cutting their throats.5¢

Several statements referred to the profession of the victim, as a teacher or an "intellectual”, when

the motivation for a killing was givenS! In other cases teachers were mentioned as victims, but as
part of a larger group which was being assaulted. In the latter case it is apparent that although the
profession of teacher made the victim stand out for the interviewee, this was not necessarily the
case for the assailant. Altogether some 30 statements refer to the killing of teachers. They were
also beaten 92 arrested®3 or expelled &4

Students were targeted in Pristina. There are several accounts of students who were visited in
their student quarters by police or paramilitary forces83 Male students were reportedly beaten and
interrogated. 88 Some were expelled 2! some arrested,%8 and some were killed2? Some female
students were allegedly sexually assaulted?®

The most prominent of the students was the student leader and spokesperson, Albin Kurti. On 25
March, police forced him and his father, who was a member of the Parliament Party, and two
others (including a 10-year-old boy) out of a house and abducted them. They subsequently were

seen in Lipljan prison, but their fate thereafter was not known 21
Targeting of human rights activists and NGO workers

People who worked for NGOs, especially those associated with the Kosovo Albanian human
rights NGO, the Council for the Defence of Human Rights and Freedoms (CDHRF), and the
Mother Teresa Society (MTS) were targeted by Serbs, because they were considered to be
subversive elements.

The CDHRF was closely linked to the LDK, and activists of the organization had been arrested
and tried before, indicted with subversive activity’2 After the OSCE-KVM evacuated, human
rights activists were among the First group of peaple to be targeted. Their houses were burned?3
and some were killed,7# while others were arrested, beaten and imprisoned?3 Several statements
refer to the generally precarious position of human rights activists’®

MTS workers were accused of collaborating with the UCK, by bringing them food, medicines and )
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information ’? In one account an MTS worker from Vimica/Vernice (Vueitm) states that he had Pl
heard from his Serb neighbour that he was on a list to be exccuted?® In other staternents MTS

waorkers are mentioned as being a specific group in society targeted by the Serbs™ MTS offices

and warehouses were reportedly looted and burned, or otherwise destroyed, 58 There are a few

accounts of the individual targeting of MTS workers, notably the president of the MTS in Kosovo

Polje was killed inhis yard on 24 March. There are reports of the killing of three MTS workers in
Leskovcic/Lajthishte(Obilic) on 18 April, two in Crkvena Vodica/Palaj (Obilic) on 17 Apnl, and

one in Novo Cikatove/Cikatove e Re (Glogovac) on 22 March 8! In Urosevac, a female nurse and

a female doctor were assaulted by paramilitaries 22 Others went into hiding, such as the head of

the MTS in Djakovica.

Targeting of OSCE-KVM associates £

While the Kosovo Albanian population explicitly welcomed the OSCE-KVM presence, the '
attitude of Serb civilians was only initially tolerant, After the Racak massacre on 15 January 1999, TEt_ﬁfj"
the attitude of the Serbs became more obstructive and sometimes even violent, since the mission }

was perceived as being pro-Kosovo Albanian. In Pristina on 20 January Serb civilians attacked a

local OSCE-KVM interpreter. In Podujevo/Podujeve on 21 February the police physically

assaulted two international staff members. On the same day Serb civilians in Lipljan/Lipjan

threatened Kosovo Albanian local staff. During March a few OSCE-KVM patrols were attacked

in Pristina municipality and on 12 March a vehicle was stoned. In Kosovska Mitrovica/Mitrovica

an aggressive attitude was noted. The harassment was mostly not very serious and appeared

primarily intended to intimidateand/or inflict minor injuries. For its part the UCK started 1o Juei
threaten Russian, Belarussian, and Ukrainian international stafi®4 Although both sides were
constrained by the presence of the international community at this stage, there was nevertheless no
doubt that local Serb as well as local Kosovo Albanian interpreters were in some situations afraid

for their own security and preferred not to work in particular places.

Days after the OSCE-KVM evacuated on 20 March, Serbian forces killed the owner of the OSCE
office and accommodation in Suva Reka/Suhareke together with his whole family (see Part V,
entry for Suva Reka municipality). The son of the owner of the OSCE-K'VM office in
Kacanik/Kacanik, apharmacist, was killed. An OSCE-KVM interpreter from Djakovica was
reportedly killed and another was among a group of 120 IDPs who were arrested in Vrani
Do/Vranidholl (Pristina/Prishtina) and then detained in the main police station in Pristina in early
May. What happened to this man is unknown. At the time of writing this report, one former

OSCE-KVM security guard from Pristina was still in detention in a prison in Serbia proped?

On 1 April, VJ and a special anti-terrorist unit arrested a local OSCE-KVM employee in Pristina
"because he worked for Walker" (i.e. Ambassador William Walker, the head of the OSCE-KVM).
They brought him to the "Army Club", the VJ Centre near the Grand Hotel, and V1 forces kept
him inthe basement and interrogated him about other OSCE-KVM staff, asking him to write a list
with all local staff of international organizations still in the area. Since he did not do s, he was
beaten by the VJ. They drove him to the Grimija district of Pristina and subjected him to a
mock-execution. Then he was brought back to Pristina and summaned to the police station for the

next day, when an inspector of the State Security Police (DBS) told him to leave the country 88

OSCE-KVM premises were usually among the first to be completely looted. The destruction of
the OSCE-KVM office and house in Stimlje/Shtime was a typical example. On 25 or 26 March
10-50 policemen, VJ and Serb civilians raided the house. They looted everything the verifiers had
left and took the owner of the house to the Urosevac/Ferizaj police station, saying that he had to
put on his jacket, "because Walker was waiting for him", The man was beaten, kicked and
released later the same day.A couple of weeks after this incident, the house was totally reduced to
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rubble 37 The OSCE-KVM office in Urosevac/Ferizaj was mined and blown up® In
Dakovica/Djakova the firstimmediate consequence of the OSCE-KVM evacuation seems to have

been the systematic targeting of local staff and local Kosovo Albanian with close relations to the
OSCE-KVM.B2

Any Kosovo Albanians who were somehow connected with the mission faced the possibility of
being attacked because of their ties to the OSCE-KVM. Even Kosovo Albanians who had been
seen reporting an incident to the OSCE-KVM were "punished".

"... Police came [on 22 March] to my house and asked why I had been going into
OSCE building in Mitrovice [Kosovska Mitrovica]. They took me without clothes to
the police station and they beat me. They put me in a tank of water for 24 hours and
demanded to know why I had been going in the OSCE building. They showed me
photographs of me going into the building .. They also had pictures of my wife going
to OSCE. I told "We were going to OSCE to try to get medical help for our son."
The police told me if | reported to OSCE that they had beaten me, they would kill
me... | also saw the police shoot and kill the ... family. They killed this family
because the family owned stores where many OSCE intemationals shopped. The

police who did this were wearing masks,'20

There are other examples of "punishment" for even tenuous links with the OSCE-KVM. One
concerns the only Kosovo Albanian employee of an investment company (Sluzba Drustvenog
Kontabiliteta), who was found dead on 24 March. A week before his death he was constantly
harassed at checkpoints in Pristina, where he was asked whether he was related to Ambassador
William Walker's personal interpreter (which was in fact so). One day he did not come back from
a night shift and his body was found on the road from Pristina to Kosovo Polje?l Another
exarmiple concerns a man in Pristina whom the VJ beat up severely and accused of being a terrorist
because they found the visiting card of an interationalstaff member in his wallet, which had been
given to himwhen he worked as a waiter in the Hotel Dea in Pristina22

Targeting of the wealthy

Rich people in general made for abundant loot and were thercfore targeted by both

Serbian/Yugosiav forces and Serb civilians. Shop-owners and businessmen were particularly

targeted, because of the abundance of loot in the shops and factories (see also Chapter 12,

Deliberate destruction of civilianproperty, looting and pillage)23 Rich people were also known to

support the “parallel system" byproviding funding and accommodation, for instance for secondary
schooling and offices, and theywere in general more prominent and visible in society. The

international media reported on lists of richpeople which had been drawn up with the help of the

local authorities long before OSCE-KVM hadevacuated, 2 but there are no witness accounts that

directly corroborate this. However, 1t was not surprising that wealthy Kosovo Albanians were

targeted. One victim felt that "he was maybe targeted because he was rich" 22 One interviewee s ke
describes how on 23 April he saw masked Serbparamilitaries force a man and a woman to take r?u .
off their clothes in Konjuh/Konjuh, a predominantlyKosovo Albanian village just outside Lipljan. T
The paramilitaries tied them up and then put a handgrenade in their son's mouth. Then they forced

the couple to tell them where the richest Kosovo Albanian families lived in the village, who were

then beaten 36

Envy could also be a motive. One man describes how 10 paramilitaries in various uniforms killed
three members of his family when they were gathered in his yard in early April in Sojevo/Sojeve
(Urosevac). They were heard saying ... look what nice shoes you have and what crappy shoes
we have. You all lived abroad and got rich. Now you have to leave.?!
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supply the addresses of dectors and other promineat personalities lived in the village.

3 M/ 1294, M/1023, M/1423 and M/ 1 774 were also from villages in Glogovac municipality and described a man ol a
similar name being killed, althouph in & different place, They did not mention whelher the individual was a doctonnd so
could be referring to a different mcident.
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72 For further details see Chapter 10, Violation of the right to a fair trial.
73 AJDD4S; M/D178,

74 MU064 1, most notably the LDK Secretary of Kosovo Polje/Fushe Kosove, who was also CDHRF member. Case is
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T8 ASOO45; M/DSST; MI1373,
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79 A/OO06; A/ODGZ; M/1504.

80 M/0563; M/1124, PristinaPrishtina, on 30 March or 01 April; M/0529, Obilic/Obiliq, around 27 March;, M/0717,
Glogovac/Gliogoe, around 03 May; M/0525 Kosovo Polje/Fushe Kosove, around 25 April; M/0112; M/0349,
Stimlpe/Shiime, on 25 or 26 March, I'ri-"ﬂlﬂﬂ Mfa191; MI04L7 I:m:dlcal centre); M1 100, Urogevac/Ferizaj, around 27

‘ March.
81 /D350, M/ 1125, M/1149.
82 MJ/05 14, see also under subheading "Targeting of doctors and other medical professionals®.
8} An earlier mission of the OSCE was aborted in July 1993; it slso had an immediale negative impaet on the human
rights sitzation in the region. Former local staffof the mission and other Kosovo Albanians who were associmedvith the
mission were intermagated, detained and beaten. Stefan Troebst,Conflict in Kasevo: Failure of Preveation? dn
Analvtical Documentarion, 1992-1998 | Buropean Centre for Minonty Issues, 1998, p. 38

84 OSCE-KVM, RC §, "Weskly Report 27 February- 6 March 1999", OSCE-KVM Headquarters, "Fusion Repor Blue
Book", 8 January, 21 Febmary, 2,3,5,13 and 14 March 1995,
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91 MA0241,
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