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_T'Efm: global reflexion <office@globalreflexion.org>
o: - <office@globalreflexion.org>
Sent: vrijdag 22 september 2000 06:03

Subject:  Chossudovsky on G-17

The Global Reflexion Foundation contributes, according to her ability, 1o
the dtstrihuli_cn of information on international issucs that in the media
does not recieve proper attention or is presented in a distorted way. We
reccive m[‘ormalion from diflerent sources, that does not necessary reflect
our opinion. I'you don'l want to receive it. please send us an ¢-mail.
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Friday, September 22, 2000

1. Who Are the G-177
2. Russia decply concerned with NATO's threat of sending ground troops to
Montenegro
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Who Are the G-177

Ry Michel Chessudovsky, Professor of Zconomics, University of , Ottawa,
author Globalization of Poverty. Third World of "The Network. Penang, Zed
Books, London, 1997, and Jared Israel . editor, www.lenc.net (Emperor's

Clothes)

* We want to be open colony and open socicty.” G-17 coordinator VESELIN
VUKOTIC interviewed on "The News Hour with Jim Lehrer”, US Public
Television, July 14, 1999

Recently there's been a lot of interest in the economists in the Yugoslav
group G-17. They wrote the Program adopted by the so- called "democratic”
opposition and its Presidential candidate, Viojislav Koslunica,

The G-17 likes to give the impression it is independent and

Yugoslav-oriented. In fact it is funded mainly through the Washinglon-based
"Cenler for International Private Enterprise” (CIPE). CIPE describes itsell

as "an afTiliate of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce. " But in fact it is "a

core institute” of the National Endowment for Democracy. The National
Endowment for Democracy has nothing to do, as far as we can discern, with
Democracy. Rather, the Endowment was created in 1983 to solve a problem of
Empire.

People knew that the CIA bribed intelleetuals and leaders and sct up phony
front groups to carry out US policy:

*When these covert activities surfaced (as they inevitably did), the
fallout was devastating."” (Washington Post', Sept. 22, 1991)

So Congress created the National Endowment for Democeracy. Allen Weinstein,
who planned the Endowment, said:

"A lot of what we do today was done covertly 25 years ago by the CIA."
(‘Washington Post', Sept. 21, 1991)

So the National Endowment (a sort of spinofl from the CIA) controls and
pays for the Center for International Private Enterprise which in turn

funds the G-17. In addition, the leading G-17 cconomists hold important
positions in the World Bank and International Monetary Fund, and have for

many YCars.

If the "democratic” opposition got in power, the G-17 economists would be
in charge of the Yugoslav cconomy. This is nol a matter of spcculali_on. The
ndemocratic” opposition program calls for working with the International
Monetary Fund and the Fund does not work on a casual basis. It mval:lub]y
insists that its men (who conveniently happen to be the G-17 economists)

run the show. That is not open for negoliation.
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I(‘}J.'? cconomists are fond of phrases like "free markets" and
pnvat_lzatl-:::n. but their International Monctary Fund *reforms" wreck

care. Out the window, Sccond, they use ceonomic manipulation and new laws
lo Fprce businesses - public and private - into bankrupicy. Then these
businesses are taken over by a small clique of thieves, international

banks, rich speculators and forcign companics, They purchase the businesses
at rock bottom prices, This is called "Privatization through Liquidation.”

A case in point is Yugoslavia, 1989,

:I'hc clder statesman of the G-17 is Professor Vesclin Vukotic. Presently he
15 one of the brains behind Montencgrin secessionism. But in 1989 he was
Minister of Privatization under Yugoslav Premicr Ante Markovic,

Yugoslavs have bitler memorics of 1989-1990, But do they "put a human face"
on the nightmare? Perhaps people think the economic disaster that befell
Yugoslavia that year was the natural result of "market mechanisms" or the
fault of "incompetent government.” It wasn't, There was somebody pulling

the strings.

That somebody was Veselin Vukolic.

In 1989-90, Profcssor Vukotic worked out of governmental oflices in
Belgrade alongside an army of Western lawyers and consultants (o impose the
Financial Operations Act. It was a World Bank plan,

Under this law, companies were selected for bankrupley or liquidation. They
were forced lo meet impossible conditions, In this way, Vukotic

orchestrated the breakup of fifly percent of Yugoslav industry. 50%! World
Bank data confirms that under his direction more than 1100 industrial firms
were wiped out from January 1989 to September 1990 And that was only the
beginning,

Over 614,000 industrial workers were laid off out of 2.7 million. The arcas
hardest hil were: Serbia, including Kosovo, and Bosnia-Herzegovina and
Macedonia. Real wages did a nose-dive. Social programs collapsed,
Unemployment shot up.

And now this same Vukotic, a key man in G-17, wants to return to power,

When the IMF gets its jaws on a country it forces the government to work
under people like Vukotic. So Vukotic could finish the job he started in
1989 and which ironically was discontinued when cconomic sanclions were
imposed in 1992. (Bulgaria would probably be better off today if it had

been hit with sanctions instead of with the International Monetary Fund!)

While hoping to get his hands on all of Yugoslavia once again, Mr. Vukotic
is practicing on the cooperative regime in Montencgro, Montenegrin bu.-;.s
Milo Djukanovic, his former student, has appointed Vukotic Deputy Chief of
the Privation Commission which is auctioning off state property in
Montencgro. Recently we discovered a US Commerce Department advertisement
on the intemnet. The title is: " Montenegro: Secks Privatization Fund
Managers." The advertisement explains that these Managers are needed in
Montenegro, where US officials are "providing technical support"” for
so-called privatization. The managers would control "funds" that would take
over ownership of what is now public property. The Managers could
"restructurc” these privatized companics - lay off the workers _and sell lhg
most valuable componenis. The Commerce department promises that this
"should be quite profitable." Note how brazenly the U.S. Commerce
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Dr. Dusan Vujovic

One nfl‘hc most prominent G-17 people is Dr. Dusan Vujovic, a senior
cconomist at the World Bank. He acts as a link between G-17 and Washington.
He hasl been very active overseeing "reforms” in so-called "transition
countries”. In August 2000, Vujovic was in charge of negotialing one of the
World Bank's most deadly cconomic packages, imposed on the Ukraine, already
devastated by previous International Monelary Fund Measurcs.

What happened to the Ukraine?

The Ukraine disaster started in the fall of 1994 in Madrid, Spain, Prime
Minister Vitali Masol signed an agreement with the International Monctary
IFund.

In exchange for accepting "economic shoek treatment” Ukraine got a 360
million dollar loan, a very small amount as these things are calculated.
Reforms were launched in mid-October, 1994, The IMF ordered the Ukrainian
authorities 1o abandon State controls over the exchange rate. This led to

the collapse of the currency. The price of bread increased overnight -

300%. Electricity shot up - 600%. Public transporlation - 900%.

"Dollarised" prices were forced on a population with carnings below ten
dollars a month, Credit was frozen. With super high cleetricily prices and
ne credil, public and private industry was destroyed. The international
speculators moved in like sharks in a frenzy,

Then in November 1994, World Bank negotiators were sent in to "advise” the
government on overhauling Ukraine's agriculture. The grain market was
dercgulated. This opened Ukraine up to the dumping of US grain surpluses,
Ukraine went [rom being a grain exporier to begging lor Food Aid from the
European Union and the ULS, Thanks to the International Menctary Fund,
Ukraine is a starving political protectorate of the US and Germany. And
remember, Ukraine never did anything to offend the ULS., unlike Yugoslavia.

Zeliko Bogetic and the Rape of Bulgaria

G-17 member Dr. Zeliko Bogetic has a senior position at the International
Menetary Fund. Bogetic has been doctor in many economic cures. The patient
always dics.

In 1994-96, he played a key role in forcing a structural adjustment program
(SAP) on Bulgaria, All social defenses - price controls, subsidized food,
housing and medical care, were stripped away.

The program led to mass poverty. By 1997, old age pensions (according to
World Bank sources) had collapsed to two dollars a month. The World Bank
admits that 90 percent of Bulgarians now live below the extreme poverly
level but, they say, much economic progress is being made. Apparently
perfection will be achicved when there are no Bulgarians lefl alive.

What would Mr. Bogetic do if he and his G-17 colleagues came to power under
a "democratic” opposilion government?

Bogetic was dispatched by the International Monetary Fund to Podgorica,
Montenegro to advise the pro-secessionist government of President Milo
Djukanovic. Bogetic was 1o set up a currency b{_)md modeled on 1!131 of
Bosnia under the Dayton Accord. Bogetic's advice was to stop using the
Dinar, the Yugoslav currency. Ie said that under no circumstances should
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What would he do?

The same thing he's been doing in Montenegro - establish a colonial style
eurrency board linked to the Deutschmark, Then monetary policy would be
cunl.rollpd by the country’s creditors. This would be an excellent state of
aﬁ'alrg lor the creditors, but very bad for the common people. It would
make it impossible to finance ceonomic rcconstruction througl the

Fllobilizz_lliol} of Yugoslavia's own domestic resources, The couniry would be
in a straightjacket.

WhEt would h_\lcm&tiopp] Monetary Fund-Type Reforms mean for Yugoslavia? If
the "democratic opposition” came to power they would enforcee International
Monetary Fund economic medicine. That's what they say in their Program.

But would this be the same medicine that the Fund (including some of the
people who lead the G-17) have preseribed for Russia, Bulgaria and Ukraine?

Russia, Bulgaﬁa and Ukraine cooperated fully with Washington. As nations,
they never resisted being turned into colonics. Was the West merciful?

Consider Russia. During the [irst ycar that the reforms were applied, 1992,
wages collapsed by 86 percent. And in many of the countrics of the Balkans
and Eastern Europe, economic activity has been cut in half’ even i it was
low before,

And these are cooperalive countries. As everyonc knows, the U.S. is very
annoyed with Yugoslavia. Yugoslavia has not been a good slave. It has not
kissed the hand of the bombers.

History shows that if the Monelary Fund gets hold of a country that has
been rebellious the treatment is vicious. And we are not talking about
major rebels, like Yugoslavia. We are talking about very moderate rebels,
like Peru.

In Peru, the government of President Alan Gareia (1985-1990) refused to do
some of what the International Monetary Fund ordered it to do. In 1985, it
decided to pay international debts at a reduced ratc. It instituted an

economic program that would help (instead of destroying) the cconomy.

The couniry was immediately put on a black list by the International
Monetary Fund. This disrupted Peru's foreign trade.

Enter Professor Alberto Fujimori. It was the 1990 elections. With help from
Washington, Peru was having economic problems, so many people wanted a
change. Fujimori was an unknown. People felt he was "honest” and
"promising”. He led a tiny party that had never held power. He seemcd to be
squeaky clean.

With Washington's help, he was the top runner-up in the 1990 elections. The
electorate chose him over the other candidates "because we did not know who
he was" and "we thought he was honest" and "maybe if we put in someone
Washington likes they will go casy on us." They did not understand.
Washington has no mercy.

Fujimori of course caved in to the International Monetary Fund's demands.
What followed was the most deadly economic "reform” in Latin American
history. From one day to the next, the price of fucl increased by 31 times
(2,968 per cent) and the price of bread increased more than twelve times

(1,150 per cent).

People could no longer afford to boil water. A cholera epidemic broke out.

The social consequences were devastating. An agricultural worker in August
1990 was paid $7.50 a month (US). That was enough to buy two hamburgers and
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Haven't the U.S. and Germany made this perfectly clear in Kosovo? A
gangster-fascist regime has been installed. And Westem leaders are fully
aware of’ Ihc.t horror they have wrou ght in Kosovo, UN Secretary General Kofi
An_nlan received a special report about this. The report was discussed by the
Biritish newspaper, the '‘Observer”

"M!.Il‘d(:l’, torture and extortion: thesc are the extraordinary charges made
agains! the UN's own Kosovo Proteciion Corps in a confidential United
Nations report written for Secretary-General Kofi Annan,

"The KPC stands accused in the document, drawn up on 29 February, of
'criminal activitics - killings, ill-treatment/torture, illegal policing,

abusc of authority, intimidation, breaches of political neutrality and
hate-speech’. " (quoted in "How Will You Plead at your Trial, Mr. Annan?"
at hitp://emperors-c lothes.com/news/howwill.htm )

What would Washington do if it's G-17 employees pot hold of Yugoslavia?
They would institute the most extreme cconomic “reforms” (o devastate the
country.

Prices would go sky high; farmers would lose (heir land; businesses would
be bought up and closed down. In Hungary they privatized the only light
bulb factory and shut it down so that now everybody has to buy bulbs from
the US company, General Electric. In Yugoslavia they would take away the
lamps. People would be reduced to starvation.

This kind of sufTering produces ethnic tension. Washington would whip this
up by sending in their UCK (KILA) fascist terrorists. Why does Washington
keep the UCK in power in Kosovo? Because they want to usc them again. For
what? They are incapable of fighting a real army. Bul they arc capable of
terrorizing civilians.

A Washingten-controlled government would bring in NATO troops to "help keep
order." The troops would never leave. The hunt for imaginary war criminals
would go on, a thousand times worse than it is in the Bosnian Serb

Republie. Croatians, Bosnian Muslims and ethnie Albanians who fled to

Serbia to escape [ascist persecution would be put on the list of phony war
criminals. All loyal Yugoslavs would have to pay for their (imaginary)

crimes so that "healing can begin,"

Every effort would be made to humiliate the people, to break their spirit,
and to eliminate potential leaders of resistance.

Do you know what the United States did a few years ago to Vietnam? When the
Vietnam War ended, the US government ordered an embargo which did Vietnam a
lot of harm, economically. A few years ago, Washington agreed to lifi the
embargo. In exchange, Vietnam had to agree to pay the debis of the former

South Victnamese government, a puppet government controlled by Washington,
Most of its debt came from borrowing money (from the US) to buy weapons

(from the US) to kill its own people. And now Vietnam is being forced to

pay this "debt" to Washington, afler Washington had invaded Vietnam and was
driven

out, leaving two million Victnamese dead.

The "demacralic” opposition says that il they ean just get into power
everything will be normal. Washington would treat the Yugoslavs right. Sure
they would. Just the way they treated the American Indians.
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hitpe//veww.russiatoday. com/news php3id=1995 8

Russia Surprised With NATO Planned Military Action in Montenegro

N_[OSCOW_. Sep 15,2000 - (Agence Irance Presse) Russia was deeply concerned
with NATO's {hreat of sending ground troops to Monicnegro in the case of
Belgrade using foree in Podgorica, the Russian foreign ministry said in a
statement Thursday.

"Recent comments made by U.S. Air Force Commander in Europe, General
Gregory Martin, about NATO having already conceived several variants of
military action against Mentenegro, including the use of ground troops, are
shocking,” said the ministry,

"By his statement, the gencral has confirmed that the North Allantic
alliance is constantly planning military opcrations against a sovereign
state without consulting Russia, which is in breach of the cooperation
agreement between NATO and Russia,” the statemen read.

"It is amazing that the general could make that statement, especially
during such a cntical time in the Balkan region.” the ministry said.

Local and presidential elections are due to be held in the former
Yugoslavia on September 24.

The Russian State Duma lower house of parliament plans to send observers to
menitor the forthcoming clections. ((c) 2000 Agence France Presse)
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Global Reflexion - Amsterdam - The Netherlands
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gzﬁ?lved: from smtp03.zonnet.nl (relay3.zonnet.nl [62.58.50.-

by lepidachrosite.lion-access.net (I-Lab) with ESMTP id
4ED2CCB2BF

for <n.h.van.holst@freeler.nl>; Tue, 3 Apr 2001 19:09:59
+0000 (GMT)
Received: from Bekker ([62.59.128.193]) by smtp03.zonnet.nl
(Netscape Messaging Server 4.15) with SMTP id GB8DC-
001.UIE for

— <n.h.van.holst@freeler.nl>; Tue, 3 Apr 2001 21:12:00
Message-ID: <005901c0bc71$877cc000$7all3b3e@Bekker>
From: "Duska Bekker Isakovic" <isakovicd@zonnet.nl>
To: "Nico Stijnen" <n.h.van.holst@freeler.nl>
Subject: Fw: SA3:Fw: SB34:Petition
Date: Tue, 3 Apr 2001 21:05:41 +0200
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain:
charset="iso-8859-1"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 8bit
X-Priority: 3
X-MSMail-Priority: Normal
X-Mailer: Microsoft Outlook Express 5.00.2314.1300
X-MimeOLE: Produced By Microsoft MimeOLE V5.00.2314.1300

Subject: Fw: SA3:Fw: SB34:Petition

> Halo vrienden,

>

> > Willen 7jullie ook meewerken aan de ondertekenning van
petitie voor

behoud

> > van de Servische kloosters in Kosovo. De zogenaamde Alba-
nese bevrijdings

> > leger KLA dreigt behalve het verjagen van niet Albanese
minderheids

> > bevolking ook de oudste Christen cultuur, de Servisch
Orthodoxe

kloosters

> te

> > vernietigen op voorbeeld van Taliban in Afganistan en de
vernietiging

van

> > Budha

> > beelden aldaar. Vraag zo mogelijk ook Jje andere vrienden
verder mee te

> doen.

> >

> > Wij verzoeken u een e-mail naar onderstaand adres (Mirko
Stevanovic) te

> > sturen met uw naam, woonplaats en het land. Zie de tekst
van de Petitie

> onderaan.

>

> mirko@nortelnetworks.com (Mirko Stevanovic)

>

>

VVVVY



> > Stuur de vol
voor 10 april:
> >

>

++++....Wij ondersteunen deze petitie
NlCO Ste1jnen, advocaat *

Neeltje van Holst, medewerkster NGO ICCO
Plaats: Zeist,

Land: Nederland

gende tekst aan Mirko Stevanovic, uiterlijk

>>1I.Ill.1'.l.4|tl‘i--
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> > Molim vas da sledeca lica dodate kao potpisnike Peticije u
prilogu:

> »

> > Voornaam Achternaam Woonplaats en het Land

> > (Voorbeeld: Jans Janssens, Amsterdam, Nederland)

> >

> > [Tekst petitiei- zie onder]

- 2

> > Danku/vr.gr.

> > Duska

S D e o e e e e o e e e e e e e e S o e
> > Subject: Petition

>:

> >

e g

> > PETITION FOR THE SAFEGUARD OF SERBIAN CULTURAL HERITAGE

> >

> > We, the undersigned, plead for an immediate end to the

Albanian Kosovo

> > "liberation" Army’s annihilation of Serbian cultural
heritage in the

form

> of

> > destruction of medieval monasteries and churches. We

further urge the

NATO

> > and Albanian leaders Mr. Robertson and Mr. Rugova to
explore

possibilities

> > to safeguard this irreplaceable cultural heritage from

further,

senseless

> > destruction .

> >

> > Please sign and forward this petition to friends, family,
news groups,

> > mailing lists etc.

> >
> >

> > DO NOT SIGN TWICE. DO NOT LET IT DEAD END. IF YOU ARE
UNABLE

> > OR UNWILLING TO SIGN, EITHER FORWARD IT TO OTHERS OR
RETURN TO

> > unesco.press@unesco.org



> > i
<<mailto:unesco.pre ' . B
8 é Ss@unesco.orgrmailto:unes
co.press@unesco.org> ° i

-Tg avoid adding "" onto the chain, please preferably
cut & paste the entire petition and list of names into a
new message prior to re-sending.

vV VVVYVY
vVVVVYV

. —~THE 100th, 200th, 300th NAME/PERSON to sign is requested
> also forward the updated list of signatures back to the
> Unlteq Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
> Organization at e-mail: unesco.press@unesco.org
> <<mailto:unesco.press@unesco.org>mailto:unes-
O.press@unesco.org>

Negovan Rajic: From Kabul to Kosovo

v VVVYV

The barbaric destruction of the gigantic Buddhas in Afga-
istan has

> > provoked a justified hue of worldwide protests. Believers
and

> > nonbelievers alike, all civilized people are recoiling in
pain at

> > this intolerable assault on culture. It is not only an
attack on the

> > artistic heritage of mankind, but also on human history
and our

> > collective memory.

> >

> > Sadly, as I write these lines, the Taliban has already

reduced to a
> > pile of rubble the sandstone cliffs where pious Buddhist

monks
> > infused a soul so long ago. None of the great powers has

dared to
> > send troops into the Afghan’s hornet’s nest to save those

>
>
>
>
C
>
>
>
>
>
n

priceless

> > treasures. Even if, to some extent, this failure can be
justified

> > by the wish to save human lives, one cannot understand
how, in

> > Kosovo, in the heart of Europe, in the presence of U.N.

troops, the .
> > West is unflinchingly witnessing the destruction of the

monuments of . . ) )
s > a civilization which, in the final analysis, is one of its

own. Who .
s > can believe commanders of the United Nations’ Kosovo

Protection \
> > Force (KFOR) - an army of 40,000 soldiers and 2,000 poli-

cemen
> > deployed in an area no larger than a single department of

France- o
> > who say they do not have sufficlient means to protect the

Serb



> > communities fr ;
P om Albania
destruction of nian extremists nor to stop the

> kl
we:ealmOSt a8 hundred * churches and monasteries, some of which

> > adorned with magnificent frescoes i to the
Middle ages? g dating back

> > How 1s it that the same western leaders and intellectuals
who only

> > Yyesterday were demonizing the Serbs with allegations of
all crimes

z ; imaginable, are so cowardly silent today?

> > For how long will the Western leaders be able to close
their eyes to

> > a reality that will surely boomerang as did the wartime
misdeeds of

> > the Nazis. No, tomorrow, our leaders will not have the
right to say,

> > "We did not know". Orthodox churches are being dynamited,
Serb '

> > houses set aflame , and old cemeteries desecrated, all in
the

> > presence of the troops of that same "international commu-
nity" that

> > is trying to impose itself as the supreme judge of good
and evil.

> >

> > Whether it is the peak of cynicism or insensitivity,we are
now being

> > told that the commander of the allied troops in Kosovo, an
> > accomplice of the terrorists, is thinking of entrusting

the
> > protection of those Orthodox shrines still standing to the

former
> > soldiers of the Albanian Kosovo Liberation Army! Even

Hitler himself
> > didn’t dare to push perfidy so far as to entrust the

protection of

> > synagogues to the units of his SS! If this news is confir-
med, we

> > might as well put a cross on the last vestige of the
jewels of

> > medieval art which, despite being formally under Unesco’s
> > protection, have become, as the giant Buddhas, mute wit-
nesses of a

> > civilization put to death.

> >

> > But let’s not fool ourselves, their disappearance will

also be our )
> > moral defeat and the world’s power- brokers will not have

an easy )
> > conscience when trying to persuade us that this destructi-

on is what ! ;
>~ > the Serbs deserved for their crimes. And who, after the

the big



>. > petroleum com
Plpelines

panies have elaborated their plans to

~ > across the Balkan peninsula, can still believe that
war against

> Yugoslavia was a "humanitarian® war?
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Jovana Krstic, Belgrade

Mirella Kos, New York, NY, Usa

Ivan Kos, PhD, New York, NY, Usa

Nemanja Kos, New York, NY, USA

Slavica Plecas-Gak, New York, NY, USA
Miroslav Gak, New York, NY, Usa
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$rc.-m: global reflexion <office@globalreflexion.org>
o: <office@globalreflexion.org>
Sent: donderdag 5 oktober 2000 08:15

Subject:  Yugoslav memorandum to the UN Security Council

The Global Reflexion Foundation contributes, according to her ability, to
the distribution of information on international issucs that in the media
does not recieve proper attention or is presented in a distorted way. We
receive lpibnnation from different sources, that does not necessary reflect
our opinion. If you don't want fo receive it, please send us an c-mail.
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Thursday, October 5, 2000

1. Federal ministery of Foreign Affairs adresses a memorandum to the UN
Security Council
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FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF YUGOSLAVIA
FEDERAL MINISTRY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS

YUGOSLAV DAILY SURVEY
BELGRADE, 5 October 2000 No. 3205

SPECIAL ISSUE

FEDERAL MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS ADDRESSES A MEMORANDUM TO THE UN
SECURITY COUNCIL

BELGRADE, October 4, (Tanjug) - Regarding gross {oreign interference in
the elections in the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, the Federal Ministry
of Foreign Affairs addressed a Memerandum to the United Nations Security
Council and the General Assembly of the world Organization, with a request
that it be circulated as oficial docurnent of the United Mations.

The Memorandum, infer alia, stales:
Before as well as during the electoral process conducted so far, the FR of

Yugoslavia and its cifizens have been incessantly exposed fo systematic,
brutal pressure by some influential intcrnational factors, primarily the US
Administration and NATO countrics, with an undisguised aim of directly
interfering in the electoral process in the FR of Yugoslavia and of an
inadmissible pressure brought to bear on the will of its population.

a) Political and psychological préssurcs and subversive activities:

In the period prior to elections in Yugoslavia, centres for assisting

Yugoslav opposition and destabilization of Yugoslavia were established in
neighbouring countrics (Szeged, Timisoara, Sofia, Skopje, Tirana). A month
prior to the elections in Yugoslavia, a US Regional Centre was set

up to co-ordinate the work ol centres in individual countries of South
Eastern Europe in order to exert political, psychological, diplomatic and
subversive pressure (on 15 August 2000). The Budapest-based US Centre has
engaged more than 30 experts for intelligence, propaganda, military
intelligence and subversive activities against the FR of Yugoslavia under

the direction of former US Ambassador to Croatia William Montgomery. The
Centre recruits experts from USIS, CIA, USAID, DIA and other similar US
agencics, For this reason, the FR of Yugoslavia lodged an official written
protest with the United Nations Security Council on 18 Scplcranr 2000 by
qualifying the establishment of this centre as a violation of the \{mnna
Conventions on Diplomatic and Consular Relations and international law and
describing it as a gross interference in the internal affairs of the FR of
Yugoslavia (S/2000/880). During the month of August this year, Dircetor of
CIA George Tennet visited the broader region of South E.astcm Europe
(Bulgaria, Romania) to step up and co-ordinate pressure in the run-up fo

jons in Yugoslavia.

g “osand TV centres was established around the FR of Yugoslavia

ing of radi
wA l:I-rﬂn"gs 1{;1 it anti-Yugoslav propaganda, the well-known system of NATO
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Olhcrsgﬂ}lundrc%h as;_Radm Free Eumm, Deutshe Welle, Voice of America and
; 50 h_c:_ursl of anti-Y ugoslay propaganda aimed at
? thical pressure on the citizens of the FR of
d\:i -ﬁj&? :cncncm‘i in US and NATO centres of subversioz and
i 111 are being aired via these syslems and their transmitters
St emitories of the Czech Republic, Hungary, Croatia, Romania
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these radio and television transmitiers RO AR el

;P;"?;:ti:::‘g’};;gﬁ the same frequencics that, according to international
: > belong to the FR of Yugoslavia and that are used by Yugoslav
radio and television stations,

The European Union too sent & "message o the Serbian people” on 18
Seplember, on the eve of the elections, giving overtly support to the
Serbian Opposition and promising lo lift sanctions against itif it votes
fo( lhq opposition. This is evidence of the illegal nature and
unj ushﬁgblcness ol sanctions as an instrument to violate fundamental
human rights, grossly infervene in internal affairs and bring about the
accomplishment of illegitimate political goals. On this score, an EU
representative was delivered the strongest protest in the Federal Minisiry
of Foreign Affairs on 21 September and at EU headquarters in Brussels on 22
September, respectively.

Similar malicious views were publicly expressed every day in Lhe media by
the President of the Council of Europe Parliamentary Assembly, by the
Foreign Ministries of a number of EU countries, the EU High Representative
and Commissioner for External Relations, as well as by the EU Stability ]
Pact Co-ordinator and the Secrelary General of the Council of Europe, with
a view to exereising an organized pressure on the public in the FR of
Yugoslavia and on its electoral bodies and to prejudicing election resulls.

b) Opposition funding:

The US Administration, the Governments of NATO countries and various
foundations, such as the Soros foundation, openly finance Yugoslav
opposition and various forms of subversive activity aimed at destabilizing
the FRof Yugoslavia and at overthrowing its legitimate Government. This
funding has been intensified in particular afier the announcement of
nation-wide parliamentary, presidential and local elections. Funds have
openly been allocated 1o opposition political parties and their leaders, to
the so-called independent media, associations and structures of the
so-called civil society and to individuals. Prior to these clections, the
US Administration paid USS 77.2 million to Yugoslav opposition, a public
fact also confirmed by a daily close to US Administration, The Washington
Posl,
on 22 September 2000, The same was also confirmed by sources in US
Congress, the Department of State and others.

Only a day aftcr the clections and the first round of Presidential
election in the FR of Yugoslavia, US Congress passed on 25 September the
"Democratization of Serbia Act", making a series of gross and
unsubstantiated allegations against the legilimate authorities in the FR of
Yugoslavia and appropriating additional financial resources, to the tune of
USS 105 million, to bring them down, i.e. for the purposes of the Serbian
opposition. This document, under the guise of an alleged concern for human
rights, openly supported the separatism of ethnic Hungarians in the Serbian
provinee of Vojvodina, where the majority Serbs live in harmony with 26
minorities.

A week before the clections, the Charge d'Affaires of the Royal Norwegian
Embassy in Belgrade handed out cash funds in Deutsche marks to students and
young people in several towns in Serbia, thus directly promoting the cause

of the opposition. The so-called independent media and the statements made
by the Norwegian Charge himself bear witness 10 it. Such conduct by the
Norwegian Charge, as an abuse of the hospitality of the Yugoslav Government
» contradicts his diplomatic functions, whereas giving bribe is punishable

by law in all countrics of the world, The Charge was twice ofTicially

warned in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs that such activity is a flagrant
interference in internal affairs and a gross violation of the Vienna

Convention on Diplomatic Relations, He was asked not to do so and to
channel all assistance in accordance with the agreements and the normal
practice

cxisling in co-operation among sovercign States, via competent Government
authorities, which the Charge completely ignored.

The above facts testify to flagrant foreign interference in electoral

Page2 of 3
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acesses by ysi . ..

pressure ain::cd ::Binpjﬁzi?;ld?ﬂpsyi?ﬁloglcal Sl e

to what dcmocracy is about Ende “l:' ;-f - E'lcmmte" b fch i
0{;l1lcmational = which conshitules a violation of all norms
intcif?riiizn:}%gtr;f Lh;f ER of Yugoslavia recalls that following the
aildrmmed f T SE actors in its clccmrz:l process, it has already
el o ;:vc‘tjmty Council on 20 !3cptcm1?cr 2000. x he Yugoslav
e quested on that oceasion the Security Council to address this
important an:ri urgent issue and to take measures to put an end to flagrant
!J'ﬂﬂfrcrt_?noc in our internal affairs and fo ensure respeet for

mlcmunun_ai law and decisions of the Uniled Nations. Considering that the
UN Security Council has not yet reacted to this communication, the Yugoslav
Govcmmcnt, presenting once again the above {acts, calls again upon the
Sccunly Council to take specific steps to condemn in the strongest terms
interference by the above-mentioned external factors in the internal

afTairs of the FR of Yugoslavia, especially interference in its electoral
process, 50 as to ensure the respect for the Charter of the United

Nations, international law and UN General Assembly documents.

The Memorandum, which has been delivered at UN Headquarters today,
outlines also in detail specific provisions of the Charter of the United
Nations and of other documents of the world Organization that ban all
interfercnce in internal afTairs, and particularly in clectoral processes.

In this context, the Memorandum ciles provisions of UN General Assembly
resolution 54/168 on non-interference in electoral processes which .
provides:"Strongly demands that all States refrain [rom financing political
parties or groups in another State and from taking any action that
undermines the ¢lectoral process..."
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Global Reflcxion - Amsterdam - The Netherlands
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» BSE-Dossier
Es begann mit einer Liige » Maul- und

Klauenseuche
» Der Kanzler und

Monitor-Autoren enthiillen Filschungen in der Berichterstattung Faulpelz

zum Kosovo-Krieg » Attentat auf tiirk
24. Méarz 1999: Im italienischen Piacenza / . Kosulat ‘
starten deutsche Kampfjets gegen ?;LEZ',:}?,;,? 3
Jugoslawien. Es ist der erste  Verfassungssch
Kriegseinsatz deutscher Soldaten nach NRW

dem Zweiten Weltkrieg. Nur aus einem » Busungliick Lor
Grund durften deutsche Soldaten am ¥ Hortplitze sind |
Krieg teilnehmen und der hiess: » Osterbotschaft
Abwendung einer humanitéren * Nachbarschaftsi
Katastrophe. Verteidigungsminister Rudolf ] . » Rund um K&
Scharping lieferte die Argumente fiir den Kriegseinsatz: Brlder von » Ostertipps
Massakern an der Zivilbevélkerung, von zerstérten Dorfern. Die Serben ® Tiirkische Erspe
héatten zur Vertreibung der Kosovaren den Operationsplan "Hufeisen” » Friiherkennung
entwickelt, so das Verteidigungsministerium. Nach diesem Plan wollten Schweinestall

die Serben die Kosovo-Albaner aus dem Land treiben. Zum Beleg lieferte  » Heinz Stahlschn
Scharping den Journalisten die passenden Fotos. Die Bilder gingen durch » Aktive Sterbehil
die Presse und sorgten fiir Stimmung flr einen deutschen Kriegseinsatz. > Diisseldorfer

78 Tage fiihrte die NATO dann Krieg gegen Jugoslawien - nicht nur mit Flughafen-Brant
Bomben. Von Beginn an ging es auch darum, wer die 'richtigen’ Begriffe =~ *Mdlinotstand in
besetzte und die 'besseren’ Bilder besals. > Grofirazzia

¥ Spielpfatzspalf

* Deutschkurs als
*= Im Wirrwarr der
) Buchstaben
Mit Bildern aus Kriegsgebieten hatten die s nje mehr zum P
Monitor-Redakteure Mathias Werth und » Oldies but Goldi
Jo Angerer ihre Erfahrungen. Bereits in » Pflegeversicher:
der Berichterstattung zum Golfkrieg BVG-Urteil
konnten sie fiir Monitor Félschungen

aufdecken. Uber zehn Jahre arbeiten die ™ Online-Archiv
beiden als Teamn zu Themen der .
Verteidigungs- und Sicherheitspolitik. Als

der Kosovo-Konflikt sich zuspitzte,

berichtete Jo Angerer in Deutschland, Mathias Werth konnte in Moskau

die russische Sicht der Dinge verfolgen. Es gab unterschiedliche

Wahrnehmungen und unterschiedliche Betroffenheit. Auf zahllosen

Pressekonferenzen informierten Politiker und Militars die Offentlichkeit.

Bereits wahrend des Krieges gab es erste Zweifel am Wahrheitsgehalt

dieser Stellungnahmen.

Manuskript der Sendung (pdf-Datei, 52k)

"Bewusste Falschungen”

Zwei Jahre nach dem Krieg ist es den Monitor-
Autoren nun gelungen, hochrangige Militérs bei
Bundeswehr und NATO zu befragen, die an den
Kriegsvorbereitungen unmittelbar beteiligt waren.
Sie sprachen mit Beratern der US- -Regierung,
dem damaligen NATO-Sprecher Jamie Shea
und mit Verteidigungsminister Rudolf Scharping.
Vor allem aber unternahmen sie aufwendige
Recherchen vor Ort im Kosovo. Sie gingen der
Frage nach: Gab es die ethnischen Sauberungen
wirklich schon vor dem Krieg? Der
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bestatigten die These von einer systematischen
volkerung im Kosovo nicht.

Die Journalisten waren in Dérfern, die
angeblich vor dem NATO-Einsatz von den
Serben zerstért worden waren. Die dort
lebenden Kosovo-Albaner erzdhlten, dass
die Ortschaften erst nach den NATO-
Luftangriffen durch Gefechte zwischen
Serben und UCK-Kampfern zerstért
worden seijen. OSZE-Beobachter, die vor

; : dem NATO-Einsatz im Kosovo waren,
duBerten sich gegeniiber Angerer und Werth kritisch zu den
Bombardements, Norma Brown, enge Mitarbeiterin von OSZE-Chef
William Walker sagt: "Die humanitére Katastrophe im Kosovo gab es erst
durch die NATO-Luftangriffe. Dass diese die Katastrophe auslésen

wiirde, wussten alle bei der NATO, der OSZE und bei unserer
Beobachter—Gruppe."

ng
Angerer und Werth bekamen auch Zugang zu geheimen Lageberichten, 1
Planungsunterlagen aus dem US-amerikanischen AuBenministerium und

wurde eine Rechtfertigung fabriziert und damit der deutsche
Kriegseinsatz legalisiert. "Es begann mit einer Liige", so das Fazit der

Dokumentation tiber den ersten Kriegseinsatz deutscher Soldaten nach
1945,

= Links zur Sendung_ I

Die Dokumentation "Es _b;gann mit einer Lige" von Jo Angerer und
Mathias Werth sendete die ARD am Donnerstag, 8.02.01, um 21.45 Uhr.

© WOR 2001 Der WOR [st nicht for die Inhalte fremder Seiten verantwortiich, die Gber einen Link emreicht werden.

Stand: 09.02 2001 1158 »impressum

, 17-04-01
hitp://wwv.wdr.defonline/news/kosovoluege/index. phtml
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Konzentratlonslager' im FuBballstadion von Pristina, das Massaker an
Zivilisten in Rugovo - Angerer und Werth Uberpriften diese zentralen
"gumente fiir den deutschen Kriegseinsatz. Sie stiegen auf "bewusste
Félschungen". Zeugen bestétigten die These von einer systematischen
Verfolgung der Ziuilbevﬁlkerung im Kosovo nicht.
Die Journalisten waren in Dérfern, die
angeblich vor dem NATO-Einsatz von den
Serben zerstort worden waren. Die dort
lebenden Kosovo-Albaner erzahlten, dass
die Ortschaften erst nach den NATO-
Luftangriffen durch Gefechte zwischen
Serben und UCK-Kdmpfern zerstort
worden seien, OSZE-Beobachter, die vor
dem NATO-Einsatz im Kosovo waren,
duBerten sich gegeniiber Angerer und Werth kritisch zu den
Bombardements. Norma Brown, enge Mitarbeiterin von OSZE-Chef
William Walker sagt: "Die humanitére Katastrophe im Kosovo gab es erst
durch die NATO-Luftangriffe. Dass diese die Katastrophe ausldsen
wiirde, wussten alle bei der NATO, der OSZE und bei unserer
Beobachter-Gruppe. "
ng

Angerer und Werth bekamen auch Zugang zu geheimen Lageberichten, "
Planungsunterlagen aus dem US-amerikanischen AuBenministerium und

dem Bundesverteidigungsministerium. Sie kamen zu dem Ergebnis: Hier

wurde eine Rechtfertigung fabriziert und damit der deutsche

Kriegseinsatz legalisiert. "Es begann mit einer Lige", so das Fazit der

Dokumentation tiber den ersten Kriegseinsatz deutscher Soldaten nach
1845,

._Enl%_zur Senc_lung_ B ) o
Die Dokumentation "Es begann mit einer Liige" von Jo Angerer und
Mathias Werth sendete die ARD am Donnerstag, 8.02.01, um 21.45 Uhr,

©WDR 2001 Der WDR ist nicht fir die Inhalle fremder Seiten verantworllich, die aber einen Link emeicht werden

Stand: 09.02.2001 11,58 » Impressum

1 7-04-01
htip://www.wdr.de/on line/news/kosovoluege/index.phtml !
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To: <office@globalreflexion.org>

S_en?: donderdag 5 april 2001 05:36

Subject:  Milosevic's arrest occasion for more Nato lies and hypocrisy

The Global Reflexion Foundation contributes, according to its ability, to
the distribution of information on intemational issues that in the media
docs: not recieve proper attention or is presented in a distorted way, We
receive information from different sourees, that does not necessary reflect
our opinion. If you don't want to receive it, please send us an e-mail,
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Thursday, apnl 5, 2001

1. Milosevic's arrest occasion for more Nato lies and hypoerisy
2. Statement of the Socialist Party of Serbia
3. SPS on Milutinovie resignation
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MILOSEVIC'S ARREST OCCASION FOR MORE NATO LIES AND HYPOCRISY

by Stephen Gowans

"We cannot and must not forget the chilling images of’..mass graves

uncarthed by UN investigators," said President George W. Bush, on the

occasion of Slobodan Miloscvic's arrest over the weekend.

And as Milosevic was beginning his first day in a Belgrade jail, British

Foreign Sccretary Robin Cook reminded us that he had visited some of the

mass graves himself.

One newspaper remarked, "[ TThis is only the beginning of what could be a

long procedure lcading to Mr. Miloscvic's being tried for war cnmes

commilted two years ago in Kosovo, where an estimated 10,000 ethnic

Albanian civilians were killed and hundreds of thousands driven from their

homes."

Images of mass graves are indeed chilling. But has anyone ever seen the

mass graves in Kosovo? Did Robin Cook really visit them? And were there

10,000 Albanian civilians killed in Kosovo?

If you want to be spectacularly misinformed, said author Henry Miller, buy

a4 newspaper. ;

George Orwell, in his famous essay, Politics and the English Language,

complained that a lot of political writing consisted of gumming together

phrases like the scetions of a prefabricated hen house, an easy way of

writing, he said, once you had the habit. Reach into a handy grab-bag of

weathered phrases, and you don't have to think eritically about what you're

writing. To journalists spoon fed copy by government sources, tacking

together ready made, prefabricated phrases and ideas is an easy way o meel

deadlines without a lot of effort.

Dutifully reporting the words of political figures, without questioning

even the most conspicuous deviations from the truth, goes along way too

toward effortlessly filing copy.

Press coverage of Milosevic's arrest has been very much like the building

of prefabricated hen houscs. The words of Bush, Cook and former US

Secretary of State, Madeline Albright, are reported uncritically, while

Milosevic, just as uncritically, is denounced as a "tyrant," "cold-blooded
autocrat,” "war-lord," "strongman," and "iron-fisted dictator."

He's also "terrifying,” "ruthless,” "brutal,” "the mastermind of the worst
European wars since the Nazis." .

Altogether a bad egg, Certainly, someone who could exterminate 10,000
Albanians and have their corpscs dumped into mass graves, say, at the
bottom of the infamous Trepea mines, the repository it, is said, pf the
remains of tens of thousands of brutally murdered cthnic Albanian Kosovars.
Certainly someone who could be responsible for the mass graves Bush is
chilled by and Cook remembers visiting. _

But take apart the caim of ready made phrases to see what lics below and
youll find little more than what Orwell said you'd find behind

refabricated phrases - pure wind. And little more than “fhat was found at
51,; bottom of the Trepea mines, once paﬂlologlst:d were dlispbﬂgc:::d btiz -
excavate the site - some rubble and a few scattered animal bones. B
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bomb Yueoslavia — p cd the impctus for Nato'to
ugoslavia — looks, now, after the release of a Finnish forensic
pathology report, 1o have been faked by the KLA.
One hundred thousand Kosovars were said fo have been killed by Milosevic's
forces, a number later revised downward to 10,000, and then, afler
pathologists rushed to Kosovo at the end of Nato's 78-day air war ready to
inspect dozens of alleged mass graves, was revised downward further still,
when pathologists failed to uncover what Nato darkly warned the world
they'd find. Fewer than 2,000 autopsies were performed. Bodics were found
buried alone or in pairs - not in the mass graves Cook says he visited or
Bush remembers chilling images of. Whether the corpses were Serb or
Albanian, indeed whether they met their deaths at the hands of Serb
security forces or KLA guerillas, was never certain.
What then are we to make of this? Most of the atrocities Milosevic stood
initially accused of tum out never to have happened, which may be why the
first press reports of Milosevic's arrest steered clear of the specifics of
{he reasons for his apprehension, preferring instead Orwell's prefabricated
phrases. Being a strongman, ruthless and iron-fisted, seemed reason enough
{or his arrest. About as concrele as anyone got was in attributing "the
worst European wars since the Nazis” to Milosevie, an accusation that could
only be made by turning a blind cyc to what was truly one of the worst post
World War Il European wars — the Nato air strikes on Yugoslavia. And it
was hardly Milosevic who initiated that war, although I suppose, in some
perverted twist of logie it could be said that Milosevie was responsible,
in the same way that a kid who refuses to relinquish his lunch money to the
school yard bully is responsible for his own bloodied nose. )
Largely unrcported is that Nato's bombing of Yugoslavia was precipitated by
Milosevic's refusal to allow Nato to oceupy the entirc country - one of
the ullimata Nato issued at Rambouilett. Milosevic was ready lo agree to 8
UN force in Kosove, something, it will be recalled, Nato finally agreed Lo,
but only after turning the country into a polluted desert.
Nato's pummelling of Yugoslavia, with its toll of hundreds, if not
thousands of civilians killed, and many more thousands injured, apparently
docsn't count as one of the worst European wars since the Nazis, though it
might be recalled that before Nato it was the Nazis who last bombed
Yugoslavia. o
The flexing of Nato's military muscle was called a humanitarian
intervention, not a war, and therefore doesn't count, Goebbels would have
admired the audacity. The cuphernistic cvasion "humanitarian intervention”
calls to mind the Fuggs' 1966 underground hit, Kill for Pcace.
Kill, it will give you the mental casc
Kill it will give you a big release
Kill, kill, kill for pcace. ) :
It also calls to mind Orwell's charge that political language is designed
{o make lies sound truthful and murder respectable. N
Human Rights Watch says that Nalo bombs killed 500 civilians.
The total body count for which Milosevic stands indicted on war cnmes 18
391, not 100,000 and not 10,000. Less than the number of Yugos]a\r civilians
killed by & humanitarian Nato. That's never mentioned by the media.
And all of the incidents cited in the indictment against Milosevic but one
— the phoney Racak incident - happened after Nata's bombs started their
ugly exercise of ushering Serb civilians to an early grave or o a life of
permanent disability. Which is curious, because Nato said it needed to bomb
Yugoslavia to stop Serb alrocitics. ) _
So what exactly is George W. Bush talking about when he mentions the
chilling images of mass graves? And exactly wha graves did Robin Cook
visit anywa! )
Cj hilﬁng}vm:;es of mass killing, indeed, are something we ghould‘nevcr
forget. The near genocide of the East Timorese b?r Ilndozlmsm, which went on
for decades under the eyes of successive US anlmstratmns; the burning of
Kurd villages by Turkish security forces, both in '_ft_:.rkcy, and across its
border, in Northern Iraq, where American and Br.mst_l patrols supposedly fly
to protect the Kurd minority _f cxc':];} ;\'h{?gurk{;h jet %lﬂh:f;siéz:gcd
i nerously paid for by US military aid, arc
W'IHJ; t::“giﬁbian pcgjants driven from their homes and murdqﬂ.ad by ficath
vi ua%! . ii nked to the Colombian military the US has given $1.3 billion to;
:}c]le hundreds of Palestinians killed by the Isracli Defence Forces, and the
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usands injured and perma ; ; )
¢ chilling images we ﬁou]dngguy disabled, in the latest intifada; these

I we sh gin to notice, much less ne
And what of the chilling images of thousands of Iraqi child S
month because of the US-led sanctions regime Sql ;hl il {iymg o
brifisey, fliskociae. dintoc » Or Serb hospitals, schools
! ; yed by Nato bombs -- can they b ,
Nor should we overlook it i
! ~ or forget - the complicity of the i
Io press in
:Tl:::c: r‘l)% glc :ppcarancc of solidity to the emptiness of the words of the
o allow;lisuc???oiz(}k’ a Pl‘:f:; which boasts of being frec and independent,
SN ; ; SRy
e poon-fed mendacious drivel which it neither
fmd we shouldn't forget the troubling lies that roll so casily offthe
ongues onglu lcader_s -- about massacres that didn't happen, and master
pl{ms for ethnic cleansing that never existed, and death tolls that are
wildly exaggerated.
Mr. Steve Gowans is a writer and political activist who lives in Ottawa
Canada, ,

Source: Antiwar.com
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STATEMENT OF THE SOCIALIST PARTY OF SERBIA
Belgrade, April 4, 2001

Socialist Party of Scrbia has requested the competent authorities that

Party President Slobodan Milosevic is released from detention and given
possibility to legally defend himself free. Slobodan Milosevic is symbol of
defending dignity of Serbian nation, national and state interests as well

as of cooperation based on equality with all countries and peoples.

Milosevic had organized and united citizens of Yugoslavia in resisting NATO
armed aggression which provoked thousands of human victims, destruction of
the country and which led Balkans, Europe and whole world the heritage of
unpredictable lasting dangers. Let nobody stay with illusions that history

and truth can be changed by detaining Slobodan Milosevic.

Socialist Party of Serbia is grateful to numerous friendly partics,

statesmen and world public personalitics, who condemned detention of
Slobodan Milosevic as an attempt o amnesty those who have been destroying
Yugoslavia and committing genocide over Serbian nation and blame victims of
the erimes - defenders of legitimate interests of Yugoslavia and Serbian

people.

Socialist Party of Serbia urges the competent state authorities to prevent
Democratic Party from being headquarters for public lynches, orchestration
of political trials and ransom detention of political opponents.

The new DOS authorities succeed in only one election promise: frecing from
jails Albanian terrorists and filing jails with Serbian patriots. These
authoritics having no national and state policy, neglecting dignity and
interest of Serbia - have accepted to negotiate with Albanian terrorists

about Serbian territories in Southern Serbia, thus offering time to

terrorists to amass, build fortifications from which they kill every day

Serbian citizens, policemen and soldiers. Separatism program of DOS leaders
in Vojvodina and Raska region is publicly destroying Serbian state as the
only pillar of the whole Serbian nation and all citizens of Serbia.

In these conditions the Socialist Party of Serbia will continue to
resolutely defend interest of Serbia and ils citizens, safeguarding ]
Yugoslavia as the Balkans and European state, the most important {actor of
peace, stability and cooperation based on equality in the region.

To join or help this struggle, visit:

hitp://www.sps.org.yu/ (official SPS website)
bﬂp:ﬁwww.belgrade-»fomm.org{ (forum for the world of cquals) )
hitp://www.24casa.co. (the only frec daily newspaper in Yugoslavia)

'tt#‘i‘t!'*'!t**i."t*'lti‘iti‘tltﬂ#llt*ii*‘.“l’!.-ﬂtti#

SPS ON MILUTINOVIC RESIGNATION
Belgrade, April 4, 2001

i {'the Republic of Serbia Milan Milutinovic submitted yesterday
I}:{:iﬁ?;;inn l"n:m]ﬁJ the posts of vice-chairman and of the member of [ead
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y bgmtrc; o{;_thc Socialist Party of Serbia, the principal opposition party
o - Serbian and Federal levels. His letter to the Head Commitiec
ollowed only a day after the President of

‘ ) : the Party Slobodan Milosevi
pulin detention by Serbian authorities. Milutinovic who has acquirc;m -

;?;'aordlinaw political carrier being one of the closest friends of
. c:(: quvrc and who won Scrbian presidential cleetions as the candidate of
alist Party, has kept him self completely away from public political

life ever since Democratic oppositi i
: pposition fook power in Yugoslavi i
Serbia towards the end of last year, P pia

Etif:;l:? Commmcc of the 'Socaalfst Party of Serbia has issucd today a

: ien r::amn.]g to complaints of Mr. Milutinovic that he has been asked
1n vanous occasions to act beyond his powers. The statement says that
Socialist Party has been expecting President Milutinovie to publicly
condemn escalation of Albanian terrorism in Kosovo and Metohija and
so}lﬂ'{cm districts of Presevo, Bujanovac and Medvedja as it is his
principal duty to defend peace, stability, integrity of the Republic and
human rights of all citizens. He has been asked to visit those regions, the
same way as many other less competent officials have been doing.

The statement confirms that Milutinovic has been urged by hus Party
colleagues to usc his constitutional powers and refrain from signing
certain laws considered by the Party to be contrary fo the interest of the
Republic, such as Amnesty law and law on abolishing the Law on
privatization. He was also asked 1o amnesty Dragoljub Milanovie, former
director of the state television (RTS), who was accused and detained two
months ago under accusation of being responsible for the death of sixteen
RTS employees, who were killed by NATO bomb on April 23, 1999,

All these expectations and initiatives of Socialist Party of Serbia have
been ignored by Mr. Milutinovie.

The Socialist Party of Serbia has strongly criticized Milutinovic's move,
reminding him that he has never been dissatisfied while exploiting the
Party and friendship with Milosevic for very fast and privilege rendering
rising-up to the top of the power - first Ambassador to Athens, then
Minister of Foreign Aflairs and finally President of Serbia.

Milutinovic's resignation will soon be considercd by the Head Committee of
the Party.

tt#1!!“*13***‘!1‘*10!l*t*#*#!i'***ﬁit***

Global Reflexion - Amsterdam - The Netherlands
Ph. ++ 3120 615 1122 - Fax: -+ 31 20615 1120

For more news on international af¥airs (dutch and englsih)
sce TARGETS at: http://www largels.org/

Tor news and special reports on Cuban affairs (english and spanish)
see CUBAN REVIEW at: hitp://www.globalreflexion.org/cubanrev/

Critical webside to expose media lics and US-policy
sec THE EEMPEROR'S NEW CLOTHS at: hiip://emperors-clothes.com/
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Yan holst en steijnen

!;r-:fm: <ssicc@planet.nl>
o: <n.h.van.holst@freeler.nl>

Sen‘f:_ zondag 1 april 2001 16:34
Subject:  The ultimatum

Gentlemen,

The ultimatum imposed by the "international community” 1o the new
Yugoslay government, to arrest Milosevie expired yesterday night,
was [ully respeeted, and the former president is under arrest. The
Wt_:slem governments and politicians, ns we know will be partly
satisfied only when Milosevic is delivered to the ITCY in the Hague,
but we express our doubts for a honest issue, as we could observe
that the "international community" did not fully respect its own
resolutions and its proper words.

'l'hcr(:_ 1s no dpuhl that Milosevie could be delivered to the Hague, but
there is a serious doubt that the "international community” would

not stop extending demands and putting more add-on to the initial
exigencics.

The international community, USA overall should be aware that during
the NATO bombing on Serbia , more than 1500 Serb civilians died,
among them 81 children, and it is a cnme, according to all

international conventions. A enme which should be judged as a crime
against humanity, and a vielation of the international laws as some
weapons like cluster bombes and DU were used against 10 millions of
civilians.

Those who intentionally ignited the NATO intervention for "the
humanitarian reasons”, and who therefore massacred 1500 civilians
should be brought before the international justice, under the same
indictment as Milosevie. The reasons of judgments are different,
but the erime is very same.

The result of "the humanitarian action” of NATO in Serbia is more
than 1500 dead, among which 81 innocent children, the destruction of
the whole country, the ruined eeconomy and financial structures, the
pollution ant dismembering of the country.

Furthermore, the country was kepl in the ceonomic and moral ghetto

during more then 12 years, which is to be compared to what we knew in

early 40 th. These who hide behind the " humanitarian reasons”, and

who today observe a part of mistakes commitied in the name of

humanity, should respond for those mistakes in front of the g
international justice, which is not made only for the others. The

word "international" means all those who committed any sort of

unjustified erimes. Killing civilians is neither a " collateral

damage" nor a justified murder, and no one is above the law,

especially the international law.

The new Yugoslav government which is no doubt, democratic, reacted
according to its convictions and law and not according to NATO-US
menaces. Yel those menaces are the best proof of ' the humanity” of
certain western politics, Milosevic will be judged, but the

international community and ITCY, should drop all spcculations of'a
Serbian collective guilt, as the whole Serbian nation stood behind

the new democralic government in the recen event and before.

Sincerely

Dragan St. RAKIC
Strasbourg

France
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TV UAN ARMY WAS THE CLASSIC AGGRESSOR IN THE WAR IN BOSNIA HERZEGOVINA
The Cmatlaln newspaper Nacional is in possession of documentation and
wilness testimonies that unquestion ably prove that the Croatian Army was
the classic aggressor in the war in neighbouning Bosnia Herzegovina. These
documents refer to the 175th Brigade which in the first half of 1994 was .
sent 1o the "Uskoplje-Ram Battlefield", as military support for the

Convicts Brigade led by Mladen Naletilic Tuta, now a prisoner in the Hague.
Formed by order of Gojko Susak, then Defense Minister. the 1751k Brigade is
a clear example of the so-called parallel military-political command lines

which skirted the constitutional authority of the parliament, and also the
HV General Staff. -

The documents and evidence reached Nacional from military circles, meaning
that within the Defense Ministry and General StafT archives are certainly
muany others like them. This proves that Vesna Pusic, HNS president, was the

Nacional is in possession of three key documents concermning the history of
the 175th Brigade. One of these documents openly describes this brigade as
a formation of the Croatian Army. In another, it is called the 175th

Brigade of HVO, and in the third it is not specified as to which military
organization it belongs.

However, regardless of its name, it is evident that it was financed from

the Croatian national budget and that its members received their salarics

as soldiers of the Croatian Armed Forces.

[}

'i’hc first is a report regarding the "securing of the town Prozor by the
175th Brigade", dated January 1, 1994, and includes a blueprint of the
school building where the brigade's command center was,

The second document is daled February 4, 1994 and is signed by Major
Andrija Skoko, command assistant for logistics, and outlines the
organization scheme for the supply and medical assistance for the 1500
troops which made up the brigade. "The main storehouse facility of the
175th Brigade is in Zagreb, at the military base 'Croatia’ Facilitative
storchouse facilitics, including technical and supplies, is in the Prozor

High School, and the commander of the logistics company of the Brigade is
responsible for it Ammunition in Prozor is exceuted via the ZP Tomislavgrad
1ZM Prozor - storchouse Brana.", outlines Skoko in his supply scheme,

The third document is even more interesting. It is entitled: "Report on the
life and work of a brigade from its formation to its transfer into the
reserves”, Written on the official letterhead of the Croatian Defense
Minislry, the lext was wrilten on May 15, 1994 by the brigade's commander,
Franjo Primorac. It testifies to the activities of the Croatian military on

the other side of the Croatian border, and this report also tells of the

reasons for its military defeat: the lack of motive to fight in the name of

?e HDZ imperialistic ambitions.

*The formation of the brigade began based on an order by the Defense
Minister of the Republic of Croatia on December 14, 1993 for the
mobilization of RP 9804. The actual mobilization was executed in four
different phases.”, begins the cight page report by Primorac which outlines
the problems of training in Delnice and in Pozega, with the "numerous
activitics” in Bosnia Herzegovina, outlines the troubles with armament and
soldiers injuring themselves, and wams of the activitics of the "yellow
media” in conjugation with the "foreign and domestic enemies".

Underhanded Mobilizalion

In short, from only three documents, it is possible to reconstruct the way

in which HV became an instrument of the FIDZ invasion on the territory of
the neighbouring country. However, the actual and much

greater Croatian aggression on BiH will become c‘lcar w!ien the all of the
archives arc opened one day. From the verbal stories which have been
passing around the military bases for years, il is obvious that the l?‘Sth
Brigade is not an isolated example and that numerous Croatian units
participated in the HDZ project to take command of territory within Bosnia

Herzegovina.

i K's order, the 175th Brigade was sup;msed to ha\_re been
‘:::1(;?;23 gg‘rﬁts from BiH which had fled to Croatia at the beginning of
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only person speaking the truth regarding the Croatian agpression on Bosnia
Herzegovina, Also, the same documents show that the remaining politicians
of l}_u:_ go‘:fcming coalition, acting as though they have no idea, arc
participating in covering up one of the greatest HDZ crimes: the misuse of

entire units of the Croatian Army in a secret conquest on another country's
territory. _

Perfidious Lie

The lic is even more perfidious in that the leaders of the 175th Brigade

are even today in high ranking military functions in Croatia. The Brigade
commander Franjo Primorac is employed at the Croatian Military Academy. An
cven more dramatic example is Miroslav Vidovic, who is currently the right
hand to Military Chief of Staff Petar Stipetic. Vidovie was the chief of

secunlty for the brigade. precisely at the time of its Bosnian escapadcs,

and his headquarters were in Prozor,

Nacional is in possession of three key documents concerning the history of
the 175th Brigade. One of these documents openly deseribes this brigade as
a formation of the Croatian Army. In another, it is called the 175th
Brigade of HVO, and in the third it is not specified as to which military
organization it belongs.

However, regardless of its name, il is evident that it was financed from

the Croatian national budget and that its members received their salaries

as soldicrs of the Croatian Armed Forces.

1]

The lirst is a report regarding the "securing of the fown Prozor by the
175th Brigade", dated January 1, 1994, and includes a blueprint of the
school building where the brigade's command center was,

The second document is daled February 4, 1994 and is signed by Major
Andrija Skoko, command assistant for logistics, and outlines the
organization scheme for the supply and medical assistance for the 1500
troops which made up the brigade. "The main storchouse Facility of the
175th Brigade is in Zagreb, at the military base 'Croatia’ Facilitative
storchouse facilitics, including technical and supplies, is in the Prozor

High School, and the commander of the logistics company of the Brigade is
responsible for it. Ammunition in Prozor is exceuted via the ZP Tomislavgrad
1ZM Prozor - storehouse Brana.", outlines Skoko in his supply scheme.

The third document is even mere interesting. It is entitled: "Report on the
life and work of a brigade from its formation to its transfer into the
reserves”. Written on the official letterhead of the Croatian Defense
Ministry, the text was wrillen on May 15, 1994 by the brigade's commander,
Franjo Primorac. It testifies to the activities of the Croatian military on

the other side of the Croatian border, and this report also tells of the

reasons for its military defeat: the lack of molive to fight in the name off

%e HDZ imperialistic ambitions.

"The formation of the brigade began based en an order by the Defense
Minister of the Republic of Croatia on December 14, 1993 for the
mobilization of RP 9804. The actual mobilization was executed in four
different phases.", begins the eight page report by Primorac which outlines
the problems of training in Delnice and in Pozega, with the "numerous
activities" in Bosnia Herzegovina, outlines the troubles with armament and
soldiers injuring themselves, and wams of the aclivities of the "yellow
media" in conjugation with the "foreign and domestic enemies”.

Underhanded Mobilization

In short, from only three documents, it is possible to reconstruct the way

in which HV became an instrument of the HDZ invasion on the territory of
the neighbouring country. However, t}"u.-. actual and much

greater Croatian aggression on Bill will become clear when the all of the
archives are opened one day. From the verbal stories which have befm
passing around the military bases for years, il is obvious thall the l'?r'::lh
Brigade is nol an isolated example and that numerous Croal:an lllI‘:llS .
pariicipated in the HDZ project to take command of territory within Bosnia

Herzegovina.

Susak's order, the 175th Brigade was supposed to have been

A Croats from BiHl which had fled to Croatia al the beginning of

compostd of
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I.hq Croat-Muslim war. Ivan Andabak
Br_:gadc, was unofficially in charge uf"
this task, hclsal in the Defenge Minist

1993, As Primorac explici in hi
Xplicitly states in his re ilizati
based on the unofficial thesjs that tho e

sc Croats who had moved to Croatia
aller January 1, 1997 could be treated as deserters,

cofou!rdcr and leader of the Conviel's
exceuling the mobilization. Due to
1y for several weeks af the end of

]:{c;hIle _Il:ad 10'1.hr: first d:ﬂ]t_:L_lIlics in f'flling the 175th Brigade. Accordiqg

TmMOrac’s report, mobilized soldiers felt that it was unjust that their
fellow Croats who had fled from Bif ip December 1991 were exempt from
mant_].?lory service, while those who had entered Croatia in 1992 were
mobilized as punishmen for "deserting”, As a consequence of the obvious
rcmslanr_;c to this recruitment action, almost 2000 men found a way, through
connections in the recruitment commitiee, to obtain documents declaring
them uniit for military service. There was also a significant number of men
who were militarily able who called upon the constitution, and refused to
Bo lo war on the territory ol a nei ghbouring country.

Forced Volunteers

These men were separated into a separate brigade and spread about the Zadar
region. Thus the mobilization was completed by bringing together men
without any real criteria, including Croatian citizens who for years had )

not had any contact with Bosnia Herzegovina, outside of family connections.
Due to the bad turnout, the brigade was thus composed of suspicious
reigners, underaged boys and handicapped individuals, Recall that in the
cyes of the public and the international community, these men were
presented as volunteers who had joined, with no pressures, and were

inspired by the very idea of Herceg-Bosna, and were making themselves
available to HVO.

"The mobilization began on New Years Day, 1994. Even though the majority
were against going into

Bosnia, they treated us as volunteers, The preparations lasted for ten

days. We lefl the Croatia military basc by bus, divided into four

companices. They gave us HVO badges and classical infantry weaponry. At the
Vran Mountain pass we got stuck in snow., and the UNPROFOR trailers had to
pull us out. Prozor was empty and free; our brigade served as support for
Naletilic's Convict's Brigade, and for the most part we just watched over

the territory they had won. Naletilic's soldiers died in troops,

penetrating towards Donji Vakuf which was divided between the Croats and
the Muslims. UNPROFOR had a monitoring mission in the Vran Mountains and
were excellently informed in all the cvents," recalls a former member of
the 175th Brigade, 40 years old at the time, who had been bom in
Tomislavgrad but had been living and working in Croatia for two decades
already. The Brigade was, therefore, sent into Bosnia in January 1994, and
they were transported to the so-called South Battlefield in 170 busscs,
‘Phey returned to Croatia in the same way in May of the same year. In the
skoplie-Ram region, they had laken the position of two HVO units which had
been sent on leave: they substituted for the so-called Lasva Company and
the Matija Vlacic Company. Primorac's report also refers to the "HV forces"
they came across there, which left afier their arrival, but the name of
that formation is not given.

Smuggling Gangs

"According to the order by the Defense Ministry of Croatia, the brigade was
militarily assigned in late 1993 (o the South Batilefield. precisely (o the
Uskoplie-Ram battlefront. In the period from December 26 to 28, 1993 in the
area of the future engagement of the brigade, a quarters scout was sent to

the area to look over the battlef; ront area and the camp position, and to
conduct the logistical Preparations for the arrival of the brigade. It is

necessary o emphasize that at that time, the brigade had only two terrain
vehncles,_ make and model Ladg Niva', at its disposal and that all of the

sector of the Defense Ministry for the transfer of troops to Prozor, while
further transport would be dependent on HVO," writes Primorae,

The report continues to state that they arrived to find total chaos in the

field: a disorganized position withoui any protection from enemy fire, 2

lack of information conceming Muslim forces, and VO forces who were small
in number, undisciplined and only lightly armed. The greatest problems by
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far were the showdowns amon

the local miiilary police and the local HVO Ieaders, It ;s necessary to add

peated requesis for obtain cquipment and

they first explain exactly which HVO region th
also such trivial problems such as military boo
complain in his report that hi
that were falling apart,

ey belonged to. There were
1 ts, and Primorac began o
s 150 soldiers had walked for weeks in boots

In such an atmosphere, already in the first days of its combat expeditions
in Blos_ma Hclzcgtm'qa, the 175th Brigade experienced three cases of
selFinjury and one injury caused by negligence.

Fatal Gun Cleaning

Just before lhe‘brigadc pulled out of BiH, that statistic was increased by
three deaths caused by negligence. One Croalian soldicr was killed while he

cleaned his gun, and two died in dangerous war games played in their
positions.

The first armed conflict of the 175th Brigade against Muslim forces took
place on February 24, 1994, one day prior to the cease-fire with Army BiH,
Two of the brigade members were killed by Muslim shelling in the area of
Kicalj. The second encounter with the Muslim army took placc at Zvisce in
April 1994, As Primorac later informed Minister Susak with great pride,
that small offensive resulted in ten Muslim deaths and only two Croatian
causalities. The brigade imprisoned five Muslims who had crossed over onto
Croatian temitory by mistake, and all five were handed over to the

superior operative command center of HVO,

Fear of Reparalions

In other words, the report by Franjo Primorac is, in a real illustration of

the Croatian military as a so-called regional, Balkan foree in Bosnia
Herzegovina during the HDZ regime: in direct conflicts with the encmy, the
175th Brigade had fewer victims that in the their leisure fime.

There are many reasons why the coalition government, in spite of documents
and thousands of living witnesses, persistently deny the very aclive
involvement of the Croatian military in the war for Herceg Bosna. Some deny
it for they fundamentally believe in the HDZ project of a Great Croatia

which should include at least Herzegovina. Many others, however, like
Zdravko Tomac (SDF) deny Lhis out of the fear of potential financial
consequences of the unofficial, never publicly admitted aggression on

Bosnia Herzegovina. "If that becomes the official position of the

international community," announced Tomac during one conversation with
Nacional's journalist, "Sarajevo might then seek war reparations. "

8 smuggling gangs, and that with (he blessing of

lics cenler were responded to with demands that
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van holst en steijnen

From: global reflexion <office@globalreflexion.org>
To: <office@globalreflexion.org>

Sen‘E: vrijdag 6 april 2001 08:22

Subject:  Professor Mihailo Markovic on arrest of Milosevic

The Global Reflexion Foundation contributes, according to its ability, to
the distribution of information on international issues that in the media
dacs‘ nol recieve proper attention or is presented in a distorted way. We
feecive 1pfonnatiun from different sourees, that does not necessary reflect
our opinion. If-you don't want to reccive it, please send us an e-mail.
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Friday, april 6, 2001

1. Professor Mihailo Markovic on arrest of Milosevic
2. Cuban Exile Group Says Milosevic Arrest Sends Message To Castro
3. Kosovo, the west's Chechnya

4. Croatian Army was the classic aggressor in the war in Bosnia Herzegovina

R L T  E P T T T e T e

PROFESSOR MIHAILO MARKOVIC ON ARREST OF MILOSEVIC

Most important Yugoslav living philosopher, professor Mihailo Markovie,
member of the Serbian Academy of Sciences and Arts, member of several
international scientific societies and visiting professor in many foreign
universities, including in USA, made today the following statement on the
arrest of president Milosevie:

Present Yugoslav authoritics know that Slobodan Miloscvie is not a war

eriminal and yet they arrested him and intend to deliver him to the Hague . : '

tribunal the partiality of which is quite obvious. lis prosccutor, . i
notorious Carla Del Ponte declared in advance that for his "crimes”

Milosevie will get life imprisonment. He is guilty before anything was

proven, he is punished before the trial even started. In any truly legal

institution this lady would be fired and the case dismissed. Unfortunately

the Hague tribunal is not a legal but a political institution fully

subordinated to the only-remaining word superpower.

It is common knowledge that multinational former Yugoslavia was not broken

by former Yugoslav president but by separatist forces, supported from

outside. All evidence points out that the four wars in former Yugeslavia

were not produced by Milosevic but by paramilitary forces of secessionists. .

There were indeed appalling atrocities in those wars, as in every civil war
in history. But they were committed by all parties. There was no systematic
Serbian policy deserving to be characterized as genocide or crime against
humanity. Besides, when similar crimes took place in some other .wars (for
example war in Vietnam) only those who committed them were held
responsible, not presidents of USA and other countries.

Certainly everyone, including Milosevic is responsible if he meFc the
international low and the lows of his country. However, our entire

civilization and any truly legal system rest on the principle that guilt :
must be proven and that each human being must be presumed innocent before
trial begins. [ am convinced that Milosevic would not have been arrested

had this not been demanded by the USA in order to absolve itself from the
moral and legal responsibility for bombardment of Yugoslavia.

Mihailo Markovie, is member of Serbian Academy of Sciences and Arts
P LT LT TR L LS L Lt bkt ki

CUBAN EXILE GROUP SAYS MILOSEVIC ARREST SENDS MESSAGE TO CASTRO

i s CNS Senior Staff Writer _ . .
.Eyr;! ;I:;SB;S:}] - (CNSNews.com) - The Cuban American Nauon'al I-:::-undmmn
Widncséay congratulated the Yugoslavian government for arresting its former
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resident, Slobodan M; i
s ilosevic, savi :
leam from Milosevic's cxpcrience?}mg S b i verastioei

" & Rk
cﬁdlloscwc S arrest sends ap important me
N no longer commit 2ross human rights

doctrine of executive nriv:
ke L ¢ privilege " CANT
said in a statement. il

$Sage to tyrants everywhere: You
abus_cs and hide behind the outdated
Executive Viee President Dennis Hays

"There j ing i i :
1S an emerging international consensus that dictators can and should

»" said Hays in a pointed reference to

gllhc case of Cuba,_ Hays noted, "Itis a fo rgone conclusion that jna -
mocratic Cuba, Fidel Castro would be brought before the courts to answer

for his erimes. This is :
o 15 one reason why Castro denies the Cuban people any
free voice in their govermment." iban people any

Haysi bel_mvas_ the international community should "bring Castro to account
for his di rect involvement in crimes against the citizens of other nations,
such as his admitted culpability in the premeditated murder of four
individuals in the shoot down of the Brothers to the Rescue aircrafl,"

Four C}lban exiles died on Feb. 24, 1996, when Cuban MIGs fired on planes

belonging to the Brothers fo the Rescue. a Miami-based Cuban exile group.

';hc brothers contend they were in international airspace over the Florida
traits.

CANF also congratulated the United States government and the international
community for exerting "positive pressure” on Yugoslavia to undertake
Milosevie'’s arrest, ’ :

"The targeted use of cconomic sanctions clearly helped bring about this
important development. We call upon the international community to conlinue
lo press Yugoslavia to take the next step, Milosevic's extradition to The
Hague to answer for his many crimes," Hays said.

LE SR LR PR R R LT B I e p g

KOSOVO, THE WEST'S CHECHNYA

By Yuri Luzhkov

Nato has caused severe harm in the Balkans by believing that Albanian
desires for aulonomy can’ be satisfied. e

Two years have passed since Nato launched its military operation against
Yugoslavia. Under the guise of protecting Kosovar Albanians, Nato inflicted
an exemplary punishment of bombings and blockades. Rarely were dissenting
voices allowed lo intrude on western public opinion. ;

At that time, I called Kosovo another Chechnya, [ see now that if [ erred

it was in being over-optimistic. In 1999 there were already signs of

Kosovo's "Chechenisation”. There was mass hostage-taking along ethnic lines
and there was religious intolerance - the Kosovo Liberation Army was even
forcing Catholic Albanians to leave. Serbian monasteries were destroyed and
priests were kidnapped. Almosl all the Serbian population has now been
expelled from the region of Kosovo. Almost all the historical monuments
have been ruined. We profess shock al the destruction of Buddhas in
Afghanistan but we have allowed history to be destroyed in the very centre

of Europe.

Why is this cultural destruction occurring? Because it does not suit the
Kosovars to have evidence exposing them as relatively recent arrivals in
this land. In much the same way, Chechen rebels regularly destroy evidence
that the plains of Chechnya were settled by the Cossacks of the north

Caucasus. s 2 )
Macedonia is now becoming the victim of the very Albanians whom, until

recently, it had supported under pressure from Nato. Out of Nato's bombs a
cancer has grown and it continues to spread.

¢ people in Nato must have thought the Albanians could be casily
ﬁ:cﬁiﬂicir attitude must have been: they already have a state, Albania
- let them annex to it all the territories where Alba_nmns have settled.
They must also have thought: they have military forces - let them have the
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lerrorists of ] )
True, i will hle;i(g]d::q gsb‘ir\:;lil. Th];lt “.”“ culminate ip 4 Greater Albania
making iy admissible 1o the U)::ilc; llel:amﬂ:' Hlmest the legal norms

T hat attitude j Wrong - it wj
Will never settle for peaceful life, The;

; i rate sellers of' g d
i ; : arms and drugs. As a
It, Eumpc_ will encounter s own clash of civilisationg: a majo?il}}

operatj 21sl-ce i
Perating by 2 g cenlury legal and efhica] slandards will confront a

minority with far more aneic i
o cient standards ang yet with modern arms at their

To av'oud anew J?alﬂc of Poiliers, or of Vienna, Europe should analysc the
situation in Pristing. In doing so, it may find Russia's sad experience in
Chechnya to be of considerable help. The war ip Chechnya began when some
lf'onngr Ru::;swn leaders thought a tank regiment could solve a local failure

in lherr-nuimn-building. With Kosove, Nato thought a bombing campaign
could rid them of one Serbian leader. An insignificant aim was pursued with
cnough force to shatter the calm of an entire region and leave thousands of
dead and injured.

The Kosovars have taken {he Chechen experience into account - and
reproduced it diligently, In Chechnya, the mono-ethnic path was clear by
the end of'the Soviet period, A significant portion of the non-Chechen
population was forced out before the revolution led by Dijohar Dudaev. This
greatly assisted the second, outright scparalis! stage,

The same has happened in Kosovo: Serbs were already being squeczed out
during the peaceful times under Tito. But Kosovo has never belonged to the
Albanians. Indeed, Tito invited many of them as part of his plan to create

a Balkan federation.

It seems that now nobody is ready to resist the Kosovar brigands. At leas
when Yevgeny Primakov was prime minister of Russia, he turned his aircraft
around in mid-flight, abandoning a Irip to the US, to protest against the
bombardment. But soon afler that, Russia was not even prepared to insist on
its own sector of control in Kosovo, which would have saved some of the
Serb population from exile.

With Serbia humiliated and Russia "conlained", Nato alone must now answer
for the Kosovo scttlement. Perhaps that is why it has suddenly remembered
the existence of the Yugoslav national army, which it was accusing of all

possible sins just two years ago,

The Yugeslavs can bring real force to bear. Their motherland is at stake

and they alone must save it. Therc can be no hope of relying on a

transatlantic uncle. Russia has lived through this situation. Israel has ~
also lived through it. Now it is the tum of Yugoslavia, The rest of Europe -

must understand. As in medieval times, the question is not one of comfort

but of survival.

The writer is mayor of Moscow

o oo o o o R R ok

Certainly everyone, including Milosévic is i-csponsiblc if he broke the \\—\—\—‘___ .

international low and the lows of his country. However, our entire

civilization and any truly legal system rest on the principle that guilt

must be proven and that each human being must be presumed innocent before
trial begins. I am convinced that Milosevic would not have been arrested

had this not been demanded by the USA in order to absolve itself from the
moral and legal respensibility for bombardment of Yugoslavia,

Mihailo Markovic, is member of Serbian Academy of Sciences and Arts
LR T e T T T I TIT)

CUBAN EXILE GROUP SAYS MILOSEVIC ARREST SENDS MESSAGE TO CASTRO

By Jim Burns CNS Senior Staff Writer _ ‘ ;
April 05, 2001 - (CNSNews.com) - The Cuban American National Foundation

Wednesday congratulated the Yugoslavian government for arresting its former
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_I:r:?m: global reflexion <office@globalreflexion.org>
o: <office@globalreflexion.org>

Sent_: donderdag 5 april 2001 05:36
Subject:  KLA Attacks Everyone; Media Attacks... Miloshevich?

The Glnhal Reflexion Foundation contributes, according to its ability, to
the dlslributi_on of information on international issues that in the media
docs_ not recieve proper atiention or is presented in a distorted way. We
receive information from different sources, that does not necessary reflect
our opinion. If you don't want to reccive it, please send us an e-mail.
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Thursday, april 5, 2001 o ' I
1. KLA Attacks Everyone; Media Attacks...Miloshevich?

2. B_lcodied rebels plot 1o open up second front in Macedonia
3. Links Strengthen Between Albanian Rebel Groups
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KLA ATTACKS EVERYONE; MEDIA ATTACKS.. MILOSHEVICH?
by Jared Israel (3-3-2001)

The Western media is prepari n'g us for yet another terrorist war which NATO
will be helpless to prevent although it is training the terrorists. -

"Western special forces were still training the guerrillas, as a
result of decisions taken before the change of government in
Yugoslavia." (BBC, Jan. 29, 2001) (1)

The 'guerrillas’ in question are members of the lerrorist Kosovo Liberation
Army, or KLA. You remember the KLA, don't you? They're the people NATO
installed in power in Kosove in June 1999 after which they dutifully drove
oul almost all Serbs, 'Gypsies', Jews and Slavic Muslims, or killed them.

Bill Clinton and George W, are qi:i!e fond of the KLLA and Sen. Joseph
Licberman has said: .

"[The] United States of America and the Kosovo Liberation
Army stand for the same human values and prineiples. . . .
Fighting for the KLA is fighting for-human rights and
American values.” (‘'Washington Post' April 28, 1999)

The KLA, which goes under various names these days, has been dissolved more
than once despite which it continues to start new terrorist wars.

Aside from an invasion of southern Serbia, which it started a year ago, thq
KLA is also attacking the country known as the Former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia (or, for simplicity, FYR Macedonia'.) )

The KLA, or whomever, has been fully disarmed but_ employs heavy weapons
plus there are NATO combat helicopters providing air cover. (2)

MASS MEDIA PREPARES US FOR WAR

The way the mass media gets us ready for new terrorist wars is by
marinating our heads in dreck.

Consider an article that appeared in the February 24th London 'Telegraph’. :
The body of the article concerns the KLA's latest terrorist attacks. But

the headline reads:
"NATO FORCES FACE NEW THREAT IN BALEKANS"

Huh? Is somebody threatening NATO? No, nobody is th reaten ing NATO, although
it richly deserves it
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The point of the title is to give readers the
breaking the news that NATO's prize pet
and FYR Macedonia, ,

proper attitude prior to
the KLA, is again attacking Serbia

1:{:3;113;5'; must be directed away from unacecptable if perfectly logical

: }E:c tons such as that maybe the UN group in Kosovo. which made the KLA
e DH-ICIE?| 'Kosovo Protection Corp', and NATO, which has been training

the terrorists. atlacking Scrbia and FYR Macedonia, are behind these

altacks. Oh no no no, says the title, these atiacks threaten NATO. and

gently nudges us away from treacherous waters. ,

Now for your consideration, here is the article's first sentence:

"The Kosovo war was fought {o defeat Slobodan Milosevic and his
dream of a 'Greater Serbia™,

Amazing. This article is supposedly about recent terrorist attacks. News °
reports are supposed 1o start by telling us who did it, what happened,
where it happencd, when and why. :

Did Mileshevich go out last night and launch terrorist attacks on the
Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia plus southern Serbia?

By leading with this sentence the 'Telegraph' dredges up all our memories

of anti-Serb media stories past. It gives us the impression that whatever
happens now stems from Mileshevich. This is important for two reasons.

First, Miloshevich could not have done bad things, e.g., conducted a fight

for a 'Greater Serbia', without mass support. Thus this sentence is .
actually attacking the entire Scrbian resistance to NATO. Second, NATO and
the pro-NATO leaders in Belgrade are trying to build public support for
arresting Miloshevich. They want to stage a show trial to convinee the

world that NATO is innocent and the Serbs are guilly for the breakup of
Yugoslavia.

At the same time, this opening sentence tells readers that NATO is innocent
of wrongdoing,. If it had not bombed Yugoslavia and occupied Kosovo it would

have failed to: -

"defeat Slobodan Milosevie and his dream of a 'Greater
Serbia™

Thus, like the headline, the first sentence puts us in'the proper mental
state for & constructive news experience: pro-NATO and on the lookout for

Serbian dreams of expansion.

But waita mim,lﬁ:. Is the 'Telegraph' seriously saying NATO bombed
Yugoslavia to stop a Miloshevich dréam? '

Or did this dream take some carthly form? Was Miloshevich irying to expand
Scrbia into Kosovo? . .

That must be the idea, but there is a wee glitch. At the time NATO

attacked, Kosovo was a province of Scrbia. In fact Kosavo has been an
internationally recognized province of Serbia since beforc World War I. The
border between Kosovo (that is, Serbia) and the country known as Albania is
one of the oldest borders in Europe. Moreover, Kosovo is the heart of
Serbia. Saying Serbia is expanding into Kosovo is similar to saying New
York City is expanding into Manhattan,

This 'Greater Serbia' stufl was invented by the Austro-Iungarian Empire as
war propaganda fo justify its attack on little Serbia, an attack that ~~ * -
turned into World War L It was black-humor then - this elephant whining
that it was threatened by the expansionism of a mouse.

The expansionism claim has not gained intellectual stature with time - but
so what? It is not brains but money and might that count in the new,
American World Order; lucky thing. The “Greater Serbia” nonsense was
reissued in the early 1990s. Since then it has been foisted on us .
continuously by Western journalists, politicians gnd professors. It is the
stock explanation for every conflict in Yugoslavia.

But despite all of Miloshevich's expansionist dreaming, Serbia has never
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annexed any land, Nog
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loyalists : over a million Serbs a
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ned most of Bosnja’
refi : 2's land because the
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"TO DEFEND THE UNIONH

Yugoslavia, led by Serbia, fought defens; vely throughout the 1990s,

resisting secessionists who launc <
who depopulated vast e e s T b

: driven out) and Kosovo (about 350,000 dri
following NATO takeover in Junc, 1999). (about 350,000 driven out

The goal of the secessionist attacks was io 1 i
AL rip off parts of Yugoslavia and
form mini-states under US and German domination. Serbs were the main target

because they are the cement of Yugoslavia. The German Establishment has

been fully aware of this fact for 100 years which is why Germany launched
two world wars with attacks on the Serbs.

Thus throughout the 19905 Yugoslavia, led by Serbia, has in effeet resisted
Anglo-U.S. and German "dreams of expansion." '
Serbia was in a position similar to that of the northern states during the I
uUs. i_:ml War. (7) The North fought to prevent the southern states from
forming a slave nation under British domination and Serbia fought to

prevent parts of Yugoslavia from forming racially ‘pure’ statelets under
Western domination.. :

Western politicians and the mass media have accused Serbia of destabilizi ng
the Balkans. What breathtaking cynicism. As anyone who has read European
history knows, the existence of a state unifying the south Slavs
("Yugoslavia') is crucial to the stability of southern Europe and Russia.
Serbia's opposition to the splintering of Yugoslavia into weak

Anglo-American and German neocolonies has nothing to do with "dreaming of a
'Greater Serbia™. .

THE MEDIAMILOSHEVICH ~ ~ - A

To make the 'Greater Serbia' charge believable it has been linked to the
accusation that Mr. Miloshevich was and is motivated by hatred of non-Serbs.

The Western media has come up with a new, improved Miloshevich to aid in
digesting this idea. I encountered this Media Miloshevich while watching a
Fox News program during the NATO bombing of Yugoslavia. Fox was
interviewing a 'NY Times' reporter, an ‘expert' on Yugoslavia, The reporter
said: :

"The ethnic eleansing of Kosovo, as Milosevich would call
it, is a suctess.”

So bricf but so untrue.

If the reporter said, "Miloshevich has popularized the term 'ethnic
cleansing' and used it in Kosovo," it would have been a lie, but a straight
forward lie. One could have asked: "Where's the proof?"

But the reporter presented his accusation as if he were mentioning a fact
so well known it required no proof. Such casualness has great power for it
makes the uninformed viewer (virtually all Amencans) think: "So,
Miloshevich invented the idea of ethnic cleansing. One more reason to get
that man behind bars."

The New York Times' has been replete with reforences'to Miloshevich as the
author of 'ethnic cleansing.' For instance, on August 3, 1992, Atmhony
Lewis, the prolific Serb-baiter, wrote, in a 'Times' column syndicated in

several other newspapers:

"President Bush compared Saddam Hussein to Hitler. T am
against such analogies, because they cheapen the Holocaust.
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But if that one is to be used, i
' . 11 bett,
Slobodan Milosevic, the -V

(Anthony Lewis, N Y.

. the Serbian leader,
nventor of 'ethnic cleansing™

Times,' August 3, 1992)

CI'I. t i
mperor L l.l resear O(}] cﬂ”cd Lc,\ls. ll"l'tlh It we can scan

) 0 yearsin a fx
been published in the media, we'll find it, e

1did an exhaustive search of N.Y.. Times' articles, The N.Y. Times' has

ﬂnﬁ::r quoted Miloshevich saying one word in favor of 'ethnic cleansing.
Cr.

How could Miloshevich call for ‘ethnic clcansilig' without using the words?

The reporter interviewed by Fox (and Mr. Lewis, and a host of others) was
simply lying - or to be more accurate, he was not only lying, he was
presenting his lie in a manner calculated to make the viewer feel that
everyone but himself or herself of course knew it was truc.

The term 'ethnic cleansing' has an intercsting history. It was first used

in Kosovo in the carly 1980s. Albanian sceessionists were waging a
terrorist campaign, driving tens of thousands of Serbs from Kosovo. (4) The
N.Y. Times' covered this nightmare in a news story in 1982, The Timey'
reporter interviewed a Yugoslav offieial in Kosovo, a man of Albanian
anceslry, who said:

"The [Albanian] nationalists have a two-point platform...first
to establish what they call an ethmeally clean Albanian
republic and then the merger with Albania to form a greater
Albania." ("N.Y. Times'; July 12, 1982) o

For a bit more on the history of the use of 'ethnic cif:ansiﬁg' to smear the
victims of 'ethnic cleansing' see (ootnote (6) at the end.

EVERYBODY'S DOING IT

The accusations against Mr. Miloshevich (i.c., against Bad Serbs) have come
from all sides. Liberal and even leflist writers have taken part in - and

even led - these attacks. For example, there is the Spanish author, Juan
Goytisolo, who views himself an icon of broad-mindedness. During the
bombing of Yugoslavia, Mr. Goylisolo wrote a piece for the London
Tndependent attacking a phenomenon which in his title he broadmindedly

called "THE VIRUS THAT HAS INVADED THE LEFT." (His emphasis) This virus -

consisted of writers who opposed NATO's bombing of the Serbs.

Establishing his credentials in the first line, Mr. Goytisolo assures vs .
that: "NO ONE delests aerial bombardments more than I do”, (His emphasis.)
This is encouraging, and once said, Mr. Goytisolo géts down to busim‘:ss,
which is to explain why he does not detest the aeridl bombing of Serbia:

"Since 1992, it has been apparent to anyone familiar with the
Serbian ultra-nationalist ideology embraced by Milosevic that
the Kosovo ethnocide was inevitable...Full of hatred and
scorn for the Bosnian Muslim and the Kosovar Albanian,
[Milosevich's views] did not differ greatly from the
anti-Semitic diatribes of the Nazis." (4-21-1999; London
Tndependent’)

Please note that Mr. Goytisolo does not provide evidence for his charge

that anti-Albanian cthnocide has taken place in Kosovo. Rather he acts as

if the existence of this supposed ethnocide is an established fac.L and

concerns himself only with the question why it has happened. The answer, he
says, is Mr. Miloshevich and his supposed ideology of hate.

The problem is, at the time Mr. Goytisolo wrote thesc words many people |
said the ethnoeide charge was a lic. And clearly, were the ethnocide charge
a lie, the hunt for Serbian motivations for carrying it out would carry

Jess weight.
Since NATO took over Kosovo in June, 1999, it has employed an army of

i in Kosovo. These folks have dug up half the province,
gﬁ;ﬁ:ﬁg r;; frequent press conferences in which various NATO and War

B

Page 4 of 10

06-04-01



; C f —_ '
of W:E:fngl c]})lEi g:ll;ypci Pmn_nscd o find mass graves with tens of thousands
graves, no Scrbia;a;uozl;:?ciit}rbl'n fact, they have produced none - no mass
! 5. ]gglng u}l indi\'idun] -gra\rcs all over
I;;’tif)"rz‘;hlhg;mg i?’;f; gthain 3{0031 bodies, NATO has said 2000 people died
5 Oslavia, that ig, before the Sllpp(}sed ‘ethnocide’
i T 8 e s T
5 more 1 :
Yugoslay troops, in lighting on the ground between the KLA and

Afler the most exhaustive hunt in history,

; s NATO has produced il
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hnic Albanians.

The accusation of ethnocide was a fabrication. (5)

Why were Goytisolo and others able to get away with writing articles that
assumed the truth of this lie? Because the mass media barragéd us with
sound bites, voiceovers, gruesome film footage, interviews with 'vielims.'
Constantly repeated, these established the cthnocide lie as an emotional

truth: then people like Goytisolo could embellish without fear of
repercussions. The Serbs were fair game.

Mr. Goytisolo says he knew the (nonexistent) ethnocide would happen because
he was familiar with Miloshevich's "ultra-nationalist ideology" involving
"hatred and scomn for the Bosnian Muslim and the Kosovar Albanian" not
unlike the "anti-Semitic diatribes of the Nazis."

Was this ideology, like the nonexistent drive for 'Greater Scrbia', also
limited to Mr. Miloshevich's dreams? Or was Miloshevich's ideology written
down somewhere?

If it was not written down, then how did Goytisolo become familiar with it?

If it was written down: where? In a book? In the text of a speech? Is

Miloshevich at least quoted in a single news report saying hateful things
about Muslims and Kosovars?

Goytisolo is silent. That is really too bad because in all the interviews
and speeches I have read Mr. Miloshevich atlacks Nazi-type ideologies and
calls for national brotherhood.

Could it be that Mr. Goytisolo is reading stuff written by that Media
Miloshevich mentioned above? The one who doesn'l exist?

To be fair, in the Tndependent’ article Mr. Goytisolo does offer some
monstrous quotes to support his charge. The first is from Generalissimo
Trancisco Franco, the Fascist dictator of Spain. Another is from Adelph
Hitler, Then we get more Franco, and finally...another from Hitler. And
then Mr. Goytisolo lays down his trump card: Miloshevich, he declares, is
just like them!

Alas, it doesn't sit rght. If only Goylisolﬁ could provide soime word, some
deed, some sort of indication of "hatred and scorn” for the Muslim or the
Kosovar.

Goytisolo provides: nothing. Could it be he was really thinking about
Franco and Hitler all that time, and it just came out Miloshevich'?

THE INFAMOUS SPEECH

For years we have been told Miloshevich launched the drive for 'Greater
Serbia™ at a speech he gave in Kosovo in 1989.

The only thing that nobody who attacks the speech ever docs is quote it. We
have posted the speech on Emperor's Clothes. (3) Below are two cxcerpts.

First, here is what Miloshevich said about non-:?.crbian' cluzms of $qrhia,
including of course ethnic Albanians and Muslims of varying cthnicity:

"Serbia has never had only Serbs living in it. Teday, more
than in the past, members of other peoples and n_atlona]:tms
also live in it. This is not a disadvantage l:'ar S_::rbw.. Tam truly
convineed that it is its advantage... Socialism in particular,

o

Page 5 of 10

06-04-01



aliar:.% a pr;irfﬂsst:cd‘an‘i Just democratic society, should not
peo ided § i ligi
respect. The only dil"l‘u'.:rl:nc'.:r:sth<= oot

= e one .
soctalism are between hard w can and should allow in

between honest 'OrKing people and idlers and
; people and disho
people in Serbia who live fro e b Therstcs Al

: m thei .
respeeting other people and of cir own work, honestly,

republic,” her nations, are in their own

It h;s been cslimgl:.:d that the audience for Miloshevich's
as high as one mlll;c_m people. If Miloshevich was going
El?i a_{rznzy over his."dream of a 'Greater Serbia™ this

oit. '

1989 speech was
to whip the throngs
was the time

"For as l?ng as mullinational communities have cxisted, their
weak point has always been the relations between different
nations. The threat is that the question of one nation being
endangered by the others can be posed one day — and this
can then start a wave of suspicions, accusations, and
intolerance, a wave that invariably grows and is difficult to
stop. This threat has been hanging like a sword over our
heads all the time. Internal and external enemics of
mulli-national communities are aware of this and

thercfore they organize their activity against

multinational societies mostly by fomenting natianal
conflicts. At this moment, we in Yugoslavia arc behaving as il
we have never had such an experience and as if in our recent
and distant past we have never experienced the worst tragedy

of national conflicts that a socicty can cxperience and stil
survive."

Smear campaigns are oficn suceessful because most people are reasonably
honest and make the understandable if mistaken assumption that everyone is
like them. Thus when a well-known and supposedly broad-minded writer (like
Goytisolo) says Milosevich has an ideology similar to the Nazis, people are
inclined 1o think, "Where therc's smoke, there's fire," i.c., there must be

some truth to the charge. But the truth is it is a bare-faced lie.

MEANWEHILE, BACK IN SOUTHERN SERBIA

France, one of the lesser "external enemies of multi-national communities,"

has squealed on two of the greater enemics, the U.S. and Britain, informing
newsmen that: 1 . .

"NATO countries were discussing whether to send troops
into a tense southern Serbia buffer zone, but the alliance flatly
denied such a move was being considered.

"The question of whether it is necessary to deploy an
international military force in this region is now being
discussed among the allies,’ French Ministry spokesman
Bernard Valero said... ;
"French diplomatic sources said discussion of a force was
prompted by concern over the safety of EU [European
Union] monitors." (Reuters', 3-1-2001)

You remember Southern Serbia, don't you? That's one of the places which the
KLA, under one of its names, is invading. It is the violence resulting from

this KLA invasion which, if the French happen to be telling the truth, is

10 serve as NATO's excuse to invade southern Serbia as well.’ !

Do you remember the KLA? That's that terrorist group which }ha BBC said
"Western special forces were still training." But don't worry, it's OK for

the West to be training these terrorists because Scn_alor L:chenpar: s4ys
they're fighting for *American values" and anyway it's being done "asa_ -
result of decisions taken before the change of go}rcrnrr_lmt in Yugoslavia",
in other words, while Miloshevich was still running things and I'm sure you
remember Miloshevich.

Don't you?
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Further reading

1) The BBC tells all. Anyway, it tells a lot. Sec; Di i
. y . See: Diplomals Admit NATO
Backs KLA Invasion of Inner Serbia' at . I

htip://femperors-clothes.com/docs/admi.htm.

2) C}F\ NATO helicopters providing air cover for the KLA invasion of southern
Serbia, sec 'Pentagon Dogs", at

http://emperors-clothes.com/articles/tika/dogs.him

3) Miloshevich's 1989 Kosovo speech can be read at
http://emperors-clothes.com/articles/jared/milosaid.himl

4) In the interview "Kosovo: Nightmare with the Best Intentions” two
Serbian-Americans tell what it was like in Kosove during the 1970s and
1980s. Most informative. http://wwiw.emperors-clothes.com/interviews/tika him

5) The following are useful articles on the myth of Albanian genocide in
Kosovo:

* Gen. Mac Kenzie commanded the UN forees in Bosnia. [He examines the Kosovo
mass graves baloney in ‘Where have all the bodies gone?' by General
(retired) Lewis MacKenzie at http:/emperors-clothes.com/news/m ack.htm

* This is the report of the press conference held by Spanish Forensic
experts who walked off the job in Kosovo and eriticized NATO. 'Spanish
experts sec no Serbian genocide in Kosovo' by Pablo Ordaz
http://emperors-clothes.com/analysis/spanish.htm

* On the significance of the Spanish forensic experts: 'Spanish Forensic
Experts' Report - A Commentary’ by Jared Isracl at
http://emperors-clothes .com/articles/jared/sp-comment. him

6) Much could be written about the macabre history of ‘ethnic cleansing’.
The term derives from the racism of those ethnic Albanian sccessionists,
schooled by Hitler during World War II, who looked (and still look) upon
Serbs, 'Gypsics' and Jews as filth - hence the desire o creatc that curiously
phrased entity, the "ethnically clean Albanian republic." (N.Y. Times, July
12, 1982; for entire article go to '
hnp_:jigmpcrors-c_lglhcs.wmm_ﬂiulcm“bcnwo'rksf 1980news. htm!#BM%)

The term was picked up by psychological warfare experts advising
neo-Faseist Croatian sccessionists in 1991-1992. Ina truly Orwellian
touch, spokesmen for the Fascist Croatians claimed 'cthnic cleansing' was
the program of the very Serbs they were at that time driving from ancesiral

Jands in and near Croatia.

But the term was.little known in the West until Bush, Sr. used itina

press conference, August 6, 1992. There he declared a major cscalation in
the U.S. anti-Serbian policy, supposedly in reaction fo a TV program which
had been shown some 20 minutes before the Conference. The TV program
broadcast what were supposed to be pictures of a (nonexistent) Serb death

camp.

(Emperor’s Clothes has produced IUDGMEN'I' T mo}ric_ which proves that these
infamous pictures of what appeared to be emaciated viclims of a dcath camp
were actually doctored from staged footage of a humanitarian refugee :
center. If you have not seen this movie and you want to know the truth, T

urge you to buy a copy. If the standard price of $20 plus shipping is too

much pleasc tell us. You may pay whatever you can afford. See

hitp://em rors-clothes.com/Film/judge.htm )
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At
the August 6th, 1992 Press Conference President Bush dec] ared:

“The [Serb] aggressors and i ~
policy - of ethnic cleans; o emists pursuc a policy - a vile

ng".

blaming-the-vietim refrain w - 2uning the following year, this

it v y thousands of newspaper
; ntil y me nearly i i
ordinary people to recall when they fi B et

all y irst learned' that ethnic cleansin
was a concept enthusiastically endorsed by the Serbs, its primary vicl%ms.

7) See 'Abe Lincoln and Slobodan Milosevic' by cconomist Jude Wanniski
ll_l'lg:i’a‘cmpggr_silomc&m[ analysis/abe.htm

URL for this article is mmfgmp_grorsrclomcs.@nﬂmiclcsijamdicxpnn,hlm

www.tene.net [Emperor's Clothes)
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BLOODIED REBELS PLOT TO OPEN UP SECOND FRONT IN MACEDONIA

SKOPIE, April 4 (AFP) - After recciving a bloody nose in their battle to
take control of villages near Macedonia's border with Kosovo, ethnic
Albanian rebels are irying to recruit fighters to open up a second front
ncar Albania, Macedonian officials said Wednesday,
The sighting of rebels near the Albanian border is the first sign that the
guerrillas arc looking for a new way to bring pressure on the Macedonian
government, which has refused to include their representatives in talks on
rights for Macedonia's large ethnic Albanian minority.
Police sources told AFP that a "large group of armed and uniformed"” people
had been spotted on Monday near the western Macedonian town of Debar, five
kilometres (three miles) from the Albanian border.
Ljuben Boskovski, a minister of state at the interior ministry, visited
Debar Tuesday and later told state television that the guerrillas had been
making "contacts for organising and acting in the Debar area”,
A tough military offensive launched last week against rebel-held villages
near Kosovo, backed by an intensified attempt by NATO-led peacekeepers to
prevent insurgents crossing the fronticr from the UN-run Serbian province,
appears to have been successful.
Bul two rebel commanders, including a renegade member or parliament who
resigned his seat to lake up arms, told AFP that their fighters were still
deployed in the northern zone and intended to fight on if "provoked”,
"We want to resolve the problems politically," rebel commander Ali Daja —
"Uncle Ali" - told an AFP reporter who was taken to a secret location in
hills north of Skopje late Tucsday.
"Negotiations cannot take place without us," he said, insisting that the
government should hold direct talks with political representatives ol his
National Liberation Army (NLA).
Hisni Shagiri, a 52-year-old former history teacher, resigned as a member
of parliament to join the guerrillas. Now wearing camouflage fatigues and
carrying a Kalashnikov assault rifle, he said: "Our war is a just one. All
we are asking for are equal rights with Macedonians."
President Boris Trajkovski has explicitly ruled out the idea of sitting
down with the NLA — which he has branded a "terrorist” organisation — but
vowed lo pursue dialogue with moderate ethnic Albanian leaders.
His stance was endorsed Tuesday by NATO Sccretary General George Robertson,
who also ruled out direct talks with "armed extremists”, urging democratic
leaders to isolate those who "choose the bullet over the ballot box".
The guerrillas spotted at Debar were wearing the NLA emblem and were armed
with automatic weapons, police said.
OfTicial Macedonian sources told AFP the rcbels could be planning a second
offensive from Albania itself and that training camps used in Albania by

members of the Kosovo Liberation Army, which fought Yugoslav forces in
Kosovo in 1998 and 1999, had been reopened.

Around half of Debar’s 15,000 people are ethnic Albanians and the rost
mainly Macedonian Muslims,

Residents reached by telephone told AFP that local people were afraid that
the guerrillas might start forcibly recruiting.

Kenan, 23, said: "These days we are afraid of groups who are —

06-04-01




f irying to make pressure to recruit at least one ahiild

Eﬁhthwiih the NLA for liberation' » per family (o go and
other young man, Amil, said- . :
people say that Macedoni said: TWe are hearing o ot of storics these days

1ans are killing people
them. To be frank, there is a lot of'con?'ug;ioﬁ".
Bi(::km;ls]kl said hf !hqught there was no possibility of the citizens of Debar
giving ic {cbcls logistical support”, but warned that an "existing
Eaﬁa-cnmmal group" was operating in the region.

<nan told AFP that from 1997, when Albania’s governing structures

collapsed, organised armed grou;
. ar ps had regularly come over the b
local people, both ethnic Albanians and Maccdr);nians SR SR

!**‘1'!*t*t*i#*it*t#**i#‘*t!!i*ttt'aiit*tl

LINKS STRENGTHEN BETWEEN ALBANIAN REBEL GROUPS

LONDOI?I, Apr 4,2001 - (Reuters) Fighting by cthnic Albanian rebels in
Macedonia has forged stronger links between them and gucrillas active in

and around ncighboring Kosovo, a British commander in the Balkans said on
Tuesday.,

"Thf: reality on the ground was that the connection did not amount to much
ca:_llcr, but now that has changed,” said Brigadicr Hamish Rollo, head of
British troops serving in NATO's 35,000-strong KI'OR force in Kosovo,

"The NLA (in Maccdonia) has momentum. These links (with Kosovo Albanian

fighters) will be reflected by real support, by real people and by real

guns," he told Reuters in a telephone interview from the Kosovo capital
Pristina.

The National Liberation Army (NLA) emerged from obscurity in February to
launch an armed rebellion in Macedonia, saying they were fighting for
greater rights for the tiny country's cthnic Albanian

minority, a third of the population.

A Macedonian offensive has pushed the NLA out of the string of villages
they occupied along the northern border, with at least some of the
guerrillas flecing into Kosovo, where they had rear bases and drew moral
and logistical support.

The NLA was modeled on the now disbanded Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA) which

fought Serb rule in the mainly Albanian populated Yugoslav province in the
1990s.

A third Albanian rebel movement, the UCPMB, the National Liberation Army of

Presevo, Medvedja and Bujanovic, has fought Serb forees just to the cast of
Kosovo and north of Macedonia.

"Iam convinced there is a connection between those fighting in Macedonia

and groups in Kosovo - between the UCK (or KLA), the UCPMB and (he NLA,"

Rollo added. NATO has been trying to prevent the UCPMB linking with and
supporting the NLA.

While playing down the risk of violent rebel groups sparking a major
popular movement in Kosovo, Rollo said that there was no shortage of
polential recruits to the cause in a province full of former KLA
guerrillas.

"Whether this could become a popular movement I am not sure, but it could
be more than just an extremist movement and that is very dangerous."

CHALLENGE ON SOUTH KOSOVO FRONTIER

Rollo waned that KFOR's bid to seal the mountainous frontier between
Kosovo and Maccdonia to slow the traffic of weapons and fighters may only
have a limited impact.

But leaving the rebels in Kosovo and Macedonia to their own devices would
be even more risky, he added.

"There is a vocal minority (in Kosove) who will use this for .their own
ends, There arc large numbers, old and young, seeking to reinforce actions

Page90of 10

06-04-01




/ 'Macodonia for ethnic Albanian causes."

While Macedonia says the guerrillas are terrorists bent o '
n break
their country and the rebels reaking up

themselves say they arc fighting for rights, the brigadier said many of the
combatants were out for

personal gain.

"There are at least as many people in the NLA for sclf-aggrandizement and

for pc[sonal wealth and power as there are for the greater glory of the
Albanian cause.” he said.

British intelligence points to rebels in and close to southern Kosovo and

northern Macedonia numbering in the high hundreds, and Rollo said they were
reasonably well armed.

British, German and U.S. troops had found significant arms stashes
belonging to the rebels in recent weceks, including rocket-propelled
grenades, anti-tank missiles, mortars and mings.

Rollo said the best hope for stability in the tense border region was a
political deal in Macedonia with
ethnic Albanians.

Talks betwcen the sides got off to a shaky start this week with a boycott
from the main Albanian opposition party and Slav protests against concessions.
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Ph. ++ 3120615 1122 - Fax: ++ 31206151120

Tor more news on international allairs (dutch and englsih)
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Albanian Extremists Pose Regional Threat
Albanian peliticians must rally to curb the activities of extrermne nationalists.
By Shkelzen Maligi in Pristina (BCR No. 224, 7-March-01)

Following the uprising in the Presevo valley of southern Serbia, another Albanian insurgency
has broken out, this time in Macedonia.

Unlike the Kosovo Liberation Army of Presevo, Medvedja and Bujanovac, the new guerrilla
movement has a more catchy and ambitious name, the National Liberation Army.

Its acronym is identical to that of the Kosovo Liberation Army, UCK, whose liberation war
against Serblan forces culminated in last year's NATO bombardment.

As a result of the emergence of these radical groups, the international community is now
concerned about what it sees as growing Albanian militancy.

The Skopje and Belgrade press, including some Western media, claim Kosovo is exporting
radical movements which not only threaten Serbia and Macedonia but overall regional
stability too.

The Albanians are acquiring the image of a war-mongering nation, taking over from the
Serbs as regional troublemakers.

Violence against Serbs in southern Serbia and Kosovo and other minorities reinforces this,
Some are beginning to ask’ did the Kosovo Albanians deserve the intervention of NATO
farces?

With the main political parties in Kosove and Albania largely inert, the Albanian militants are
coming to the fore, imposing themselves as the patriotic leaders of the entire nation.

| am familiar with the ideology, mentality and motivation behind the forces provoking the
armed conflict in Macedonia.

| have come to know these fiery Albanian patriots, especially the émigrés in Europe. And
they've tried to persuade me that Macedonia is an artificial creation, formed to the detniment
of the Albanian nation.

They have long maintained that the enforced division of the Albanian nation was an
historical injustice, aimed to prevent it from being equal to its neighbours in the region.

The injustice would be rectified, they said, by dividing Macedonia into Slav and Albanians
parts and allowing the latter to unite with Kosovo or, even better, incorporated into a unitary
Albanian state. . i

After the disintegration of the Yugoslav federation, some of these patriots changed their
minds, realising that the division of Macedonia was a risky, if not unfeasible, business.

Macedonia cannot be divided without precipitating a major crisis. It is no coincidence that
NATO troops are deployed there. They've been present since the start of the Yugoslav
conflict to prevent it spreading across the Macedonian border and tearing the country apart.

The Albanian radical movements are fighting a war that they cannot win.

They may be right in believing that they could break up Macedonia, but this would be a bad
strategic move as the conflict is likely to spill-over into other parts of the region and provoke
an international backlash.

Those who support an uprising in Macedonia naively believe that the great powers, in
particular the Americans, will side with the Albanians.

prliwww. iwpr.nctfindcx.pl?nrchim’bcrfbcr_ZDD10307_1 _eng.ixt
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Macedonia is not on the US agenda. and the Albanians must realise that the partition of

There's no douh_t that Macedonia is neither a stable
walll-founded objections both to the count
national and economic diserimi

nor an ideal state. The Albanians have
2 ol r}fs constitution and to various forms of political,
nation inherited from the Yugoslav era,

But Macedonia must exist. And NATO's warnin

S that it will not tolerate t ilisati
of the country should be taken se riously. g olerate the destabilisation

The so-called National L

iberation Army is active in the Macedonian border area controlled
NATO, and it would be o = o

very unwise for the guerrillas to clash with Alliance troops.

Albanian pu!it_ic:al forces in Kosovo and Macedonia seem powerless to prevent the activities
of extreme militant groups.

The forr!'ler, thquh. are beginning to realise the international community's perception that
Kosovo is exporting the radicalism could harm the province's long term prospects

They are aware that there is no military solution to the Albanian question.

Meanwhile, all the political representatives of Albanians in Macedonia, be they in
government or opposition, have clearly distanced themselves from the uprising.

And they expect to get backing for this position from their counterparts in Albania and
Kosovo, whose response thus far has been lukewarm and confused, due to intense
ideological conflicts and a lack of st rategic coordination.

But they must avercome their problems quickly, since they have an important role to play in
calming passions and preventing the escalation of a new conflict.

Albanian political forces outside Macedonia should give much stronger backing to the likes
of Arben Xhaferi, the leader of the Party of Democratic Prosperity of Albanians in
Macedonia, who have been uneguivocal in their condemnation of the militants.

What's clear is that whether in government or opposition, they will have to work harder to
stop radical groups from taking the fate of the Albanian nation into their own hands.

The author is the writer and the head of the Radio Free Europe Office in Pristina.
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NATO Confronts Albanian Rebels

?!ATO intervenes along the Macedonian border in a bid to curb escalating violence in the
egion

By Nehat Islami in Debeldeh on the Macedenian border (BCR No. 224, 7-March-01)

Sporadic mortar fire and bursts from automatic rifles reverberated araund the frontier village
of Tapusev‘ac, where the Macedonian army is battling against members of the Albanian
guerrilla movement, the National Liberation Army.

As the fighting raged, a contingent of American NATO troops stepped up its monitoring of
the crisis. KFOR tanks rumbled into the nearby village of Debeldeh on the Kosovo side of
the border. A reconnaissance drone flew high overhead, as two Apache helicopters
swooped low, sometimes hovering in the air for more than an half an hour.

American troops blocked the entrance to Debeldeh to prevent the Albanian militants moving
back and forth across the frontier. They laid barbed wire along a dusty road and around 150
of themn deployed close to Tanusevci, from where they surveyed the frontier with enormous
binoculars.

The NATO intervention along the Macedonian border follows an agreement on Sunday
between senior KFOR commanders and top UN Kosovo officials.

The NATO activity was the first sign that Alliance officials recognise the severity of the
crisis unfolding here. On Sunday, three Macedonian soldiers were killed in the fighting
which has escalated over the past two weeks. NATO is now keen to stop the violence from
spreading.

In the Tanusevac area, KFOR sources estimate there are around 300 Albanian insurgents
who are dependent on the help of locals to cross the border.

Macedonia, which has a sizeable Albanian minerity, is considered regional powder-keg.
Many fear the Tanusevac insurgency could quickly spread fo other parts of predominantly
Albanian inhabited Western Macedonia. Macedonian politicians claim KFOR's failure to
disarm Albanian militants in Kosovo has allowed the conflict in southern Serbia to spill over
the border into Macedonia. They believe the extremists are moving freely because NATO is
not willing to risk the lives of its soldiers.

NATO, EU and other Balkan diplomats are engaged in frenzied diplomatic activity to try to
stop the crises spreading.

Russian President Viadimir Putin held talks with his Macedonian counterpart Boris
Trajkovski on Sunday and promised that he would do his utmost to prevent an escalation.
And on Monday, Bulgarian President Petar Stojanov offered to reinforce the Macedonian
army with Bulgarian troops.

Macedonia, meanwhile, has called up all its police reservists, while the army has begun a
partial mobilisation.

The border with Kosovo has been sealed off for two days. Hundreds of lorries and buses
are waiting on both sides of the frontier.

Foreign and local journalists accompanied KFOR tanks into Debeldeh. They are staying in
the local school, from where they can see everything.

KFOR spokesman Jim Marshall said that over the past 24 hour; Alliance troops had seen
many people dressed in black uniforms crossing from Macedonia into Kosovo. Marshall
said they enter local buildings and leave wearing g:iwllan clothes. He insisted that efforts
would be made to detain them and confiscate their weapons.

Local people watched the KFOR activity intently. They were joined by a group of refugees
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om Tanusevac who saj g
e Id they'd never set eyes on members of the National Liberation

fr
A i A
rmy, anians here are convinced the Macedonians are to blame for everything,

Tanusevac resident Qazim Jakupi
: _ Pl, who fied to Debeldeh two weeks ago with his enti
family, said KFOR should restrain the Macedonian army and police. e e

From a local schoolyard, he watched t i is vi
lyard, he he battle raging around his village, "Qnly the old and
sick stayed behind," he said. "Our cattle are there. We don't know what's hapgening. | want

to know what's happening with [ i f
e barder,"pp g my property and animals, but the Americans won't let us

r?t‘;?ai {gcef resent KFOR suggestions that they are aiding and abetting the Albanian
3. Americans warmed us that unless the village gives up its '
they will search our homes,” said one man. s i e

:’esgerday evenir]g. the Macedonian army and police launched a fierce attack on Tanusevag,
orcing the guerrilias to mount a partial withdrawal. According to KFOR sources, around 150
armed Albanians retreated. Some of them were detained by Alliance troops.

‘Fheg alsol searched several houses in Debeldeh and arrested three Albanians . One of them
was in umforrq and had been monitoring KFOR mevements in the area. And today
American soldiers shot and injured two rebels near the border village of Mijak.

Meanwhile, thi_ere were unconfirmed reports that Arben Xhaferi, president of the Democratic
Party of Albanians in Macedonia, tegether with representatives of Albanians in Kosovo and
the National Liberaticn Army have been holding talks behind closed daors in Pristina,

IWPR source says the subject of this meeting was the total withdrawal of rebel forces from
Tanusevac. If this proves to be true, then it is obvious that the Albanian political forces are

trying to resolve the escalating crisis - and were probably prompted by NATO's intervention
along the border.

Nehat Islami is IWPR project manager in Pristina
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Main Page Latest Human Rights Watch Kosovo Coverage

—-alis Security Conditions Likely to Mar Kosovo Elections

Photo Essa
S (New York, October 20, 2000) Kosovo's first post-war elections will take place on October 28, against a backdrop

. of monl'(hs of attacks on Serbs and other minorities and palitical violence among Albanian political parties,
Links according to a Human Rights Watch backgrounder released today. The level of violence has fallen over the last
month, probably as a consequence of the Serbian elections and the overthrow of Slobodan Milosevic. Even so,
Human ng_hls Watch argues that preparations for the elections have been driven more by the desire to meet the
R = pre-determlmed du:eadline set for the poll, than the need to create the minimum international standards necessary for

SR free and fair elections,
=>>>>More
Russian
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uman Rights
HRW Home ghts Watch Backgrounder, October 2000

. A War's Hidden Tragedy
NEWSWEEK and MSNBC revisit Kosovar Albanian women raped during the war
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. Municipal elections in Kosovo will take place on October 28, 2000. As in Bosnia and i iti i
The Ex I p : ! Security Conditions Likely to
e S :m_ega:r}r‘naé Kosovo's first post-conflict elections will have a profound impact in Mar Kn;ysnva Elections
_ shaping the democratic development of the province, with ramifications for the rule of Press Release, Oct. 20,
The Pre-Election Climatein Jaw, human rights, and the overall security situation. The experience of Bosnia 2000

demonsrates that unless elections are conducted in conformity with the highest
TheRole ofthe Media  international standards, the results will serve only to undermine international efforts to build a lasting peace in Kosovo. Yet
Enforcament of Elect to date, preparations for the elections appear to have been driven more by the desire to meet a pre-determined deadline
set for the pall, than the need to create the minimum conditions necessary for free and fair elections, established by the
OSCE Document of the Copenhagen Meeting on the Human Dimension,

Resuts 1 His paper outlines the legal framework for the elections, examines the experience of Bosnia and Hercegovina, critically
E assesses the security situation, the role of the media and plans for enforcing election standards, and notes concerns
Becommendstions  related to election monitoring and the implementation of results. Finally, it sets out recommendations to the OSCE and the
Council of Europe for the conduct, monitoring and certification of the elections.
Enm;Emum_tgiﬁg
The International Standards

United Nations Security Council resolution 1244 clearly envisages self-government through an electoral process prior to a
political settlement on the status of Kosovo. Paragraph 11, section C states: "The main responsibilities of the international
civil presence will include overseeing the development of provisional institutions for democratic and autonomous self-
government pending a political settlement, including the holding of elections."

The conditions necessary for the holding of free and fair elections are laid down in the draft Interim Agreement for Peace
and Self-Government in Kosovo (generally referred to as the "Rambouillet Agreement"), which was drafted by the inter-
governmental Contact Group on Kosovo and agreed upon by the Kosovo Albanian delegation to the Rambouillet talks,
According to Chapter 3, Article 1, section 1 of the agreement, the necessary conditions include:

a) freedom of movement for all citizens;

b) an open and free political environment;

¢) an environment conducive to the return of displaced persons;

d) a safe and secure environment that ensures freedom of asserhbly, association, and expression;

e) an elecloral legal framework of rules and regulations complying with OSCE commitments, which will be implemented by
a Central Election Commission, as set forth in Article IIl, which Is representative of the population of Kosovo in terms of
national communities and political parties; and f) free media, effectively accessible to registered political parties and
candidates, and available to voters throughout Kosovo.

Section 3 of the same article also obliges the parties to the agreement to "comply fully with Paragraphs 7 and 8 of the
OSCE Copenhagen Document [on the Human Dimension]."

The 1990 Document of the Copenhagen Meeting of the Conference on the Human Dimension of the CSCE (later OSC E)
enumerates the OSCE's standards on the conduct of free and fair elections. Key provisions are contained in paragraph
7, especially the cbligation to:

(7.3) - guarantee universal and equal suffrage to adult citizens;

(7.7) - ensure that law and public policy work to permit political campaigning to be conducted in a fair and free atmosphere
in which neither administrative action, violence nor intimidation bars the parties and the candidates from freely presenting
their views and qualifications, or prevents the voters from learning and discussing them or from casting their vote free of
fear of retribution;

(7.8) - provide that no legal or administrative obstacle stands In_ths way of unimpeded access to the media on a non-
discriminatory basis for all political groupings and individuals wishing to participate in the electoral process:
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{a'::;g) - ensure that the candidates who obtain the necessary number of votes required by the law are duly installed in office
| are permitted to remain in office until their term expires or is otherwise brought to end in a manner that is regulated by
aw in conformity with democralic parliamentary and constitutional procedures;

f\mbassador paan Everts, the Head of Mission of the OSCE Mission to Kosove has stated that the forthcoming elections
must be credible.” Human Rights Watch believes that unless the elections are conducted according to the OSCE's awn
standayds set out in the Copenhagen document, they will be neither credible nor consonant with the provision of U.N.
resolution 1244 that charges the international civilian presence with the development of democratic provisional institutions
through the holding of elections.

The Experience of Bosnia and Hercegovina

The international community's experience in organizing and conducting elections in Bosnia and Hercegovina is relevant in
assessing preparations for municipal elections in Kosovo. Although it is important not to overstate the similarities, in both
situations the international community was directly charged with staging elections in territories that have little or no prior
experience of direct electoral democracy. In Kosovo, as in the case of Bosnia and Hercegovina, the elections are taking
place soon after the termination of a bitter conflict characterized by large-scale violations of human rights, including mass
deportation and executions. In both, the parties to the conflict have yet to resolve their differences, and human rights
abuses continue.

Many Western diplomats, including NATO officials and representatives from international organizations in Bosnia and
Hercegovina, have acknowledged to Human Rights Watch that one of the international community's biggest errors in
Bosnia was to hold elections prematurely. In the absence of conditions for free and fair elections, notably freedom of
expression, movement and assembly, and with continued attacks on minority populations, the 1986 national and entity-
level elections in Bosnia and Hercegovina served only to legitimize further the nationalist political parties and their leaders.
It is worth recalling the warning issued by then-OSCE Chairman-in-Office (and Swiss Foreign Minister) Flavio Cotti in his
June 1996 statement at the OSCE Permanent Council on pre-certification of the September 1996 Bosnian elections. Mr.
Cotti noted that at the time of his statement, conditions did not exist for free and fair elections, and warned that unless
significant progress was made toward creating those conditions prior to the elections, the result would be a "pseudo-
democratic legitimization of extreme nationalist power structures.” The more recent actions by the international
community's High Representative in Bosnia and Hercegovina to dismiss elected officials opposed to the implementation of
the Dayton-Paris peace agreement indicate the accuracy of Mr. Cotti's prediction.

The international cormmunity's experience with the implementation of the results of the 1997 municipal elections in Bosnia
and Hercegovina is also relevant. Efforts to permit displaced persons to vote for representatives in their former
municipalities resulted in minerity representation in a significant number of municipalities. The implementation of those
results proved far more difficult than the arrangements for voting, as incumbent officials and local authorities erected
obstacles to prevent representatives elected by former residents from taking up their seats on municipal councils.
Representatives elected by former residents were also frequently subjected to violence and intimidation when they
attempted to travel to their municipal offices to take up their duties as elected officials.

The Pre-Election Climate in Kosovo

More than a year after the end of the war in Kosovo, the security situation in the province remains a cause for serious
concern. Attacks on minorities, including murder, continue. The weeks surrounding the first anniversary of the entry of the
NATO-led Kosovo Force (KFOR) into Kosovo in June saw an upsurge in violence against minorities in the province. A
series of grenade and land-mine attacks and drive-by shootings targeting Serbs left eleven dead and more than a dozen
wounded. Viclence continued during the summer; On July 12, a Serbian Orthodox priest and two seminary students were
wounded in a drive-by shooting near the village of Klokot. A grenade was thrown from a moving car into a group of children
at a basketball court in the Serb village of Crkvena Vedica on August 18, leaving ten wounded. On August 27, an Albanian
man drove his car into a group of children in the same village before fleeing the scene, killing one child and wounding
three. An eighty-year-old Serb farmer from the same village was shot dead later the same day. On September 14, a forty-
five-year-old Serb woman was shot dead at her home in Kamenica. A sixty-year-old Serb shepherd who had been reported
missing was discovered dead near Strpce on October 4, with gun-shot wounds to the body. With most minorities
displaced outside Kosovo or living in minerity enclaves under permanent KFOR guard, the decision by Serbs to boycott
registration should have come as little surprise, even without the alleged manipulation by then-Yugoslav president
Milosevic. In the case of Kosovo's minorities, therefore, it is hard to argue that the minimum conditions exist for the holding

of free and fair elections.

Kosovo's Albanian majority, more than a million of whom have registered to vote in the elections, have also been plagued
by post-war violence. The murder of a politician from the Democratic League of Kosovo, the party headed by Ibrahim
Rugova and known by its Albanian acronym, LDK, and the kidnaping and interrogation of another in the Drenica region in
November 1999 have been followed by a spate of execution-style killings of prominent ex-members of the Kosovo
Liberation Army (KLA), the most recent on September 20. Although the killings are frequently attributed to rivalries among
organized crime figures, some of the murders, including May's killing in Prizren of the political moderate and prominent
former-KLA leader Ekrem Rexha (known as Commander "Drini"), have a clear political dimension.

Political violence has increased over the summer. On June 15 Alil Dresaj, a senior LDK politician, was shot dead by
persons wearing insignia of the former KLA. On July 7, Ramush Haradinaj, a leading politician and former senior KLA
official, was wounded in the village of Streoce during what appears to have been a shootout. On July 12, a close aide to
Haradinaj was murdered. The burned corpse of Shaban Manaj, a senior LDK official, was discovered on August 6 in a
remote village. He had been kidnaped on July 27. Attacks directed against the LDK continued in August. On August 1, an
LDK activist was shot and wounded in Podujevo. The head of the LDK in Srbica was wounded in a shoeting the following
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On August 18, a bomb exploded at an OSCE building in central Pristina. The building was used to house several smaller
political parties, including Bosniak and Turkish parties contesting the election, and the representative office of the
Yugoslav government. Many observers suspect political motives in the September murders of Shefid Popova and Rexhep
Luci, two prominent Albanians with close ties to the LDK: Popova, @ veteran journalist (see media section, below) and
Luci, head of Kosovo's housing and reconstruction department, were gunned down on consecutive days. On October 6, a
municipal elections candidate from the Democratic Party of Kosovo (PDK, the party headed by former KLA leader Hashim
Thaci), was arrested in connection with a triple-bomb attack in Prizren three days earlier.

In addition to the risk of further violence, there is a real danger of intimidation, Efforts to establish a local judiciary in
Kosovo have been hampered by frequent reports of the intimidation of local judges, especially on "sensitive" cases
involving minority defendants or prominent political figures, Some international officials now acknowledge that the nascent
judiciary in the province demands the same degree of international supervision as the Kosovo Police Service. Election
officials, party representatives and voters are likely to be subjected to similar pressures during the election campaign and
particularly during the voting and counting of results. Without a marked improvement in security and a high degree of
international supervision and protection, it is unlikely that elections will be conducted in an atmosphere free from
“violence...intimidation [or] fear of retribution,” in accordance with paragraph 7, section (7) of the Copenhagen document.

The Role of the Media

Freedom of expression and access to the media under paragraph 7, section (8) of the Copenhagen document are key
elements of the conduct of free and fair elections. Yet there are serious constraints to freedom of expression in Kosovo at
present, notably in the form of attacks on journalists. On September 10, Shefki Popova, a senior correspondent with the
Albanian-language daily Rilindija, died in the town of Vucitrn after being shot and repeatedly stabbed by two unidentified
men. Rilindija is widely seen as close to the LDK. The killing fallowed the disappearance a day earlier of Marjan Melonasi,
a journalist from a ethnically-mixed family who worked with the Serbian-language service of Kosove Radio-Television. On
June 20, Valentina Cukic, the editor of a Serbian-language program of the multi-ethnic Radio Kontakt, was shot and badly
wounded, Last year, the publisher and editor of Koha Ditore were verbally attacked and threatened after publishing an
editorial condemning attacks on minorities.

In addition to the intimidation of journalists, biased coverage of the elections is also a concern, Although the internationally-
funded electronic media are balanced in their coverage, many Albanian language daily newspapers and some private radio
stations are extremely partisan in their reporting on politics in Kosovo.

The international community is clearly well aware of the dangers to the free and fair elections posed by inflammatory
reporting and intimidation of journalists. A variety of measures have been introduced, including an UNMIK regulation
forbidding hate speech, a code of conduct and training for journalists, European Union-funded media monitoring by the
OSCE Mission in Kosovo, the explicit prohibition in the election cade of conduct on the use by political parties of language
that “incites hatred.” and the decision to include media monitoring in the mandate of the Council of Europe Election
Observation Mission. Nevertheless, the OSCE Mission in Kosovo and the Central Election Commission must guard
against the possibility that the inflammatory rhetoric used by radio stations and mainstream newspapers will be used to
incite violence during the election period, and the conduct of the media during the election should be fully incorporated into
the final assessment of the Council of Europe Election Observation Mission.

Enforcement of Election Standards

As in Bosnia and Hercegovina, the enforcement of the international standards in the organization and conduct of the
elections in Kosovo presents a major challenge to the international community. In particular there are concerns that the
bodies set up to enforce electoral standards will be subject to international and local pressure to ignore serious violations
or to use only perfunctory sanctions to punish them.

The main yardstick for the conduct of the parties during the election, aside from the international standards discussed
above, is the Code of Conduct for the elections, which spells out the obligations of the parties. Two bodies are responsible
for enforcement of the code and international election standards. The Ceniral Election Commission (CEC) has
overarching responsibility for all aspects of the elections, including compliance with the Code. The CEC is chaired by the
OSCE Mission Chief, Ambassador Daan Everts, assisted by two international and nine local deputies. Decisions are
made by consensus, although the Chair has the right to decided unilaterally if consensus cannot be reached.

The Election Claims and Appeals Sub-Commission (ECAC) has specific responsibility for ensuring compliance with the
electoral code. According to Electoral Rule number 2000/2, the ECAC is responsible for "adjudicating all complaints
concerning the electoral process."® The ECAC consists of an international commissioner, Dieter Schoene and two local
deputies. It has the right to hear complaints and appeals from any party or individual, as well as international agencies. As
with the Central Commission, the decisions of the ECAC are made by consensus with the Chief Commissioner having the
right to decide unilaterally in the event of deadlock. It has the power to order corrective action to be taken and to impose
fines of up to 10,000 Deutsche Marks (approximately U.S.$4450). More serious penalties such as removing a candidate
from a party list or banning a party from contesting the elections can be made only with the approval of the Central
Election Commission. Decisions by the ECAC are final and cannot be appealed.

The experience of Bosnia and Hercegovina indicates that both bodies are likely to be faced with potentially explosive
decisions, such as whether to impose sanctions on leading parties that may result in a reduction in the number of
candidates they are permitted to field or even ban them from contesting some municipalities. Local officials on the Central
Election Commission and Election Complaints and Appeals Sub-Commission are likely to be subject to pressures similar
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Eﬂﬁ.,";g;g‘*;‘:;zakpﬂmes are unlikely to be the only source of pressure on the Central Election Com missionandthe
arid Hatoor ot ppeals Sub-Commission. During preparations for national, entity-level and municipal elections in Bosnia
Pl Osecgé’ ina in 1996, the Bosnian Provisional Election Commission (PEC) came under significant pressure from
ot b th orgember governments to hold the national and entity-level elections despite the absence of the conditions set
de y then-OSCE Chairman-in-Office Flavio Cotti, as well as pressure to go ahead with simultaneous municipal elections,
spite clear indications from OSCE field offices that the necessary conditions did not exist. While the municipal elections
were eventually postponed, the decision to go ahead with the vote at the national and entity level resilted in flawed
elections in which existing nationalist parties in each of the communities were able to further consolidate power.

An equally troubling precedent can be found in the interference in the work of the OSCE's Electoral Appeals Sub-
Commission (EASC) during the 1997 municipal elections in Bosnia. The Bosnian Provisienal Election Commission initially
made a correct decision to constitute the Bosnian Election Appeals Sub-Commission as an independent judicial panel to
assess possible violations of the election law and apply sanctions where necessary. During the 1997 elections, however,
the Head of Bosnian Election Commission (and OSCE Mission Chief) Ambassador Robert Frowick overturned several
key rulings by the Bosnian EASC where it had struck candidates from a party's list for flagrant viclations of the election

rules. This interference in the work of the Bosnian election appeals body undermined the integrity of the elections and led
several of its members to resign in protest.

Given the OSGCE's experience with the EASC in Bosnia, the decision to constitute an appeals subcommission in Kosovo
with limited independent powers of sanction suggests a conscious decision to create an emasculated subcommission. To
date the Kosovo ECAC has functioned effectively, issting a handful of rulings against parties for violations of the election
code. In all but one case, it has imposed corrective action or relatively small fines. On October 3, however, the ECAC
struck a candidate from the PDK party list in Lipljan, after the violent disruption of an LDK election rally in the town. The
decision to strike the candidate was an encouraging sign that the ECAC is willing to use more serious sanctions in order
to ensure compliance with the election rules. Nevertheless, the experience of Bosnia indicates that if serious irregularities
occur that threaten the integrity of the elections in Kosovo, the Kosovo Complaints and Appeals Sub-Commission is likely

to come under considerable pressure to refrain from recommending that the offending candidates or parties be prevented
from running in the elections.

Election Monitoring

Effective and impartial monitoring of the campaign, events on voting day, and the counting and tabulation of results are
crucial to the integrity of any election process. The decision to invite the Council of Europe to coordinate election
menitoring rather than depending on the organization responsible for the conduct of the elections, namely the OSCE, is
therefore both a welcome development and a significant departure from previous polls organized by the international
community in the region. That innovation aside, the Council of Europe Election Observation Mission follows a traditional
pattern, with the deployment of a small team of long-term cbservers to monitor preparations for the elections, including the
already completed registration process, the conduct of the campaign and the functioning of the Central Election
Commission. Several days prior to the vote, 150 short-term cbservers coordinated by the Mission will be deployed for an
eight-day period to observe the voting process throughout the province. The Mission has complained of delay in the
deployment of long-term observers: the first report indicated that as of August 8, slightly less than two-thirds of the
nineteen long-term observed were present in Kosovo.4 Although the Mission's first report is largely confined to an
assessment of the registration process, early indications suggest that the Mission values its independence and intends to
accurately reflect the "conformity of the election process with international standards."® If the experience of Bosnia is
indicative, the Mission's commitment to those values may be severely tested if serious irregularities occur. In such a

situation, there is likely to be considerable pressure from some western governments to overlook the problems and to
certify the elections regardless.

The Implementation of Resuits

As noted above, implementing election results was one of the major challenges arising from the internationally-organized
municipal elections in Bosnia. The difficulties in Bosnia were related to installing local officials representing one ethnic
group in areas now dominated by another. In Kosovo, there is a majority Albanian population and Serbs in the province are
boycotting the election. This does not mean, however, that issues over implementation will not arise. It is important to
recall that de facto local authorities were established throughout Kosovo following the end of the war in June 1998. In
many cases, those authorities were dominated by, or had strong links to, the Kosovo Liberation Army. Current polls show
Ibrahim Rugova's LDK enjoying a lead over its main rival, the PDK, which is headed by former KLA leader Hashim Thaci
and has strong ties to the former KLA throughout Kosovo. In the event of widespread victories for the LDK, many of the
current de facto municipal authorities dominated by the KLA will be called upon to hand over power to their rivals. Under
those circumstances, difficulties over implementation may arise.

Recommendations:
To the Organization for Security and Gooperation in Europe and its member states

Pre-Election Certification

» No later that 48 hours prier to the vote, the QOSCE Chairperson-in-Office should cerlify whether conditions
necessary for the conduct of free and fair municipal elections in Kosovo exist. Those conditions should be based
on paragraphs 7 and 8 of the Copenhagen document. The decision to certify should give due consideration to the
recommendation of the Council of Europe Election Monitoring Mission (see below). If conditions do not exist, the
elections should be postponed.

hm_orgi,ackswundcﬂwﬂkmvo-eIection-bck.htm 17-03-01 f

i

hitp:/fwww.



pal Elections in Kosovo (Human Ri
an Rights Waich Backgrounder, October 2000) s

Enforcing Electoral Standards

» The powers of the Election Complaints and Appeals Sub-Commission should be enhanced. In particular, the
subcqmmissmn should have recourse to effective sanctions in the most serious cases of electoral misconduct.
u!? ruh‘ngs should not be subject to approval or veto by the Central Election Commission or its Chairman.

. }.-':olah.ons of the Code of Conduct that also constitute violations of the criminal or civil code should also be
investigated by United Nations Civilian Palice.

To the Council of Europe and its member states:

Pre-Election Monitoring

« Member states must ensure that the Council of Europe monitoring mission in Kosovo has adequate staff and
resources to carry out its tasks throughout the electoral process.

Pre-Election Certification

« Prior to any decision by the OSCE Chairperson-in-Office regarding pre-election certification, the Council of
Europe monitoring mission should prepare a public report detailing the work of the mission in monitoring the
registration period and the assessing the conditions for elections. It should include a recommendation regarding
pre-election certification. The report should be submitted to the Council of Europe Committee of Ministers, to the
Head of UNMIK, to the Chairman of the Central Election Commission and to the Secretary-General of the
Council of Europe.

Post-Election Certification

« Final certification of elections should be issued by the head of the Council of Europe Election Observation
Mission not by the head of the Central Election Commission or OSCE Chairperson-in-Office. The certification
should measure actual performance against the criteria laid down in international election standards including the
Copenhagen Document, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and article 3 of Protocol 1 of the
European Convention on Human Rights.

. Member states must ensure that the independence of the Election Observation Mission is respected, particularly

in the event of serious irregula rities in the vote.

1_The universal right to participate in democratic elections is established by article 25 of the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights and article 21 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

2. There are also local election commissions in each municipality.

3. OSCE Mission in Kosovo, Central Election Commission: Electoral Rule No. 200072, Election Complaints and Appeals
Sub-Commission. May 3, 2000.

4. Council of Europe Election Observation Mission: First Report (August 18, 2000).

5. Quoted from: "Media Briefing: Council of Europe Election Observation Mission in Kosovo.”
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Municipal elections in Kosovo will take place on October 28, 2000. As in Bosnia and
Hercegovina, Kosovo's first post-conflict elections will have a profound impact in
shaping the democratic development of the province, with ramifications for the rule of
law, human rights, and the overall security situation. The experience of Bosnia
demonstrates that unless elections are conducted in conformity with the highest
international standards, the results will serve only to undermine international efforts to build a lasting peace in Kosovo. Yet
to date, preparations for the elections appear to have been driven more by the desire to meet a pre-determined deadiine
set for the poll, than the need to create the minimum conditions necessary for free and fair elections, established by the

OSCE Document of the Copenhagen Meeting on the Human Dimension.

This paper outlines the legal framework for the elections, examines the experience of Bosnia and Hercegovina, critically
assesses the security situation, the role of the media and plans for enforcing election standards, and notes concerns
related to election monitoring and the implementation of results. Finally, it sets out recommendations to the OSCE and the

Council of Europe for the conduct, monitoring and certification of the elections.

The International Standards

United Nations Security Council resolution 1244 clearly envisages self-government through an electoral process prior to a
political settlement on the status of Kosovo. Paragraph 11, section C states: "The main responsibilities of the international
civil presence will include overseeing the development of provisional institutions for democratic and autonomous self-
government pending a political settlement, including the holding of elections.”

The conditions necessary for the holding of free and fair elections are laid down in the draft Interim Agreement for Peace
and Self-Government in Kosovo (generally referred to as the "Rambouillet Agreement"), which was drafted by the inter-
governmental Contact Group on Kosovo and agreed upon by the Kosovo Albanian delegation to the Rambouillet talks.
According to Chapter 3, Article 1, section 1 of the agreement, the necessary conditions include:

a) freedom of movement for all citizens;

b) an open and free political environment;

c) an environment conducive to the return of displaced persons;

d) a safe and secure environment that ensures freedom of assembly, association, and expression,

e) an electoral legal framework of rules and regulations complying with OSCE commitments, which will be implemented by
a Central Election Commission, as set forth in Article |ll, which is representative of the population of Kosove in terms of
national communities and political parties; and f) free media, effectively accessibie to registered political parties and
candidates, and available to voters throughout Kosovo.

Section 3 of the same article also obliges the parties to the agreement to "comply fully with Paragraphs 7 and 8 of the
OSCE Copenhagen Document [on the Human Dimension].”

The 1990 Document of the Copenhagen Meeting of the Conference on the Human Dimension of the CSCE (later OSCE)
enumerates the OSCE's standards on the conduct of free and fair elections, (1) Key provisions are contained in paragraph

7, especially the obligation te:
(7.3) - guarantee universal and equal suffrage to adult citizens;

(7.7) - ensure that law and public policy work to permit political campaigning to be conducted in a fair and free atmosphere
in which neither administrative action, violence nor intimidation bars the parties and the candidates from freely presenting
their views and qualifications, or prevents the voters from leaming and discussing them or from casting their vote free of

fear of retribution;

(7.8) - provide that no legal or administrative obstacle stands in the way of unimpeded access to the media on a non-
discriminatory basis for all political groupings and individuals wishing to participate in the electoral process;
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g.;g}; ensure that the candidates who obtain the necessary number of voles required by the law are duly installed in office
el re permitted to remain in office until their term expires or is otherwise brought to end in a manner that is regulated by
aw in conformity with democratic parliamentary and constitutional procedures;

f.mbassador Daan Everts, the Head of Mission of the OSCE Mission to Kosovo has stated that the forthcoming elections
must be credible.” Human Rights Watch believes that unless the elections are conducted according to the OSCE's own
standards set out in the Copenhagen document, they will be neither credible nor consonant with the provision of U.N.

resolution 1244 that charges the international civilian presence with the development of democratic provisional institutions
through the holding of elections.

The Experience of Bosnia and Hercegovina

The intelsmationm community's experience in organizing and conducting elections in Bosnia and Hercegovina is relevant in
assessing preparations for municipal elections in Kosove, Although it is important not to overstate the similarities, in both
situations the international community was directly charged with staging elections in territories that have little or no prior
experience of direct electoral democracy. In Kosovo, as in the case of Bosnia and Hercegovina, the elections are taking
place soon after the termination of a bitter conflict characterized by large-scale violations of human rights, including mass
deportation and executions. In both, the parties to the conflict have yet to resolve their differences, and human rights
abuses continue.

Many Western diplomats, including NATO officials and representatives from international organizations in Bosnia and

Hercegovina, have acknowledged to Human Rights Watch that one of the international community's biggest errors in

— Bosnia was to hold elections prematurely. In the absence of conditions for free and fair elections, notably freedom of
expression, movement and assembly, and with continued attacks on minority populations, the 1996 national and entity-
level elections in Bosnia and Hercegovina served only to legitimize further the nationalist political parties and their leaders.
It is worth recalling the warning issued by then-OSCE Chairman-in-Office (and Swiss Foreign Minister) Flavio Catti in his
June 1996 statement at the OSCE Permanent Gouncil on pre-certification of the September 1996 Bosnian elections. Mr.
Cotti noted that at the time of his statement, conditions did not exist for free and fair elections, and warned that unless
significant progress was made toward creating those conditions prior to the elections, the result would be a "pseudo-
democratic legitimization of extreme nationalist power structures.” The more recent actions by the international
community's High Representative in Bosnia and Hercegovina to dismiss elected officials opposed to the implementation of
the Dayton-Paris peace agreement indicate the accuracy of Mr. Cotti's prediction.

The international community's experience with the implementation of the results of the 1997 municipal elections in Bosnia
and Hercegovina is also relevant. Efforts to permit displaced persons to vote for representatives in their former
municipalities resulted in minority representation in a significant number of municipalities. The implementation of those
results proved far more difficult than the arrangements for voting, as incumbent officials and local authorities erected
obstacles to prevent representatives elected by former residents from taking up their seats on municipal councils.
Representatives elected by former residents were also frequently subjected to violence and intimidation when they
attempted to travel to their municipal offices to take up their duties as elected officials.

The Pre-Election Climate in Kosovo

More than a year after the end of the war in Kosovo, the security situation in the province remains a cause for SEerious
concern. Attacks on minorities, including murder, continue. The weeks surreunding the first anniversary of the entry of the
NATO-led Kosova Force (KFOR) into Kosovo in June saw an upsurge in violence against minorities in the province. A
series of grenade and land-mine attacks and drive-by shootings targeting Serbs left eleven dead and more than a dozen
wounded. Violence continued during the summer: On July 12, a Serbian Orthodox priest and two seminary students were
wounded in a drive-by shooting near the village of Klokot. A grenade was thrown from a moving car into a group of children
at a basketball court in the Serb village of Crkvena Vodica on August 18, leaving ten wounded, On August 27, an Albanian
mman drove his car into a group of children in the same vilage before fleeing the scene, killing one child and wounding
three. An elghty-year-old Serb farmer from the same village was shot dead later the same day. On September 14, a forty-
five-year-old Serb woman was shot dead at her home in Kamenica. A shxty-year-old Serb sheph erd who had been reported
missing was discovered dead near Strpce on October 4, with gun-shot wounds to the body. With most minorities
displaced outside Kosovo or living in minority enclaves under permanent KFOR guard, the decision by Serbs to boycolt
registration should have come as little surprise, even without the alleged manipulation by then-Yugoslav president
Milosevic. In the case of Kosovo's minorities, therefore, it is hard to argue that the minimum conditions exist for the holding
of free and fair elections.

Kosovo's Albanian majority, more than a million of whom have registered to vote in the elections, have also been plagued
by post-war violence. The murder of a politician from the Democratic League of Kosovo, the party headed by Ibrahim
Rugova and known by its Albanian acronym, LDK, and the kidnaping and interrogation of another in the Drenica region in
Novernber 1999 have been followed by a spate of execution-style killings of prominent ex-members of the Kosovo
Liberation Army (KLA), the most recent on September 20. Atthough the killings are frequently attributed to rivalries among
organized crime figures, some of the murders, including May's killing in Prizren of the palitical moderate and prominent
former-KLA leader Ekrem Rexha (known as Commander "Drini"), have a clear political dimension.

Political violence has increased over the summer. On June 15 Alil Dresaj, a senior LDK politician, was shot dead by
persons wearing insignia of the former KLA. On July 7, Ramush Haradinaj, a leading politician and former senior KLA
official, was wounded in the village of Streoce during what appears to have been a shootout, On July 12, a close aide to
Haradinaj was murdered. The burned corpse of Shaban Manaj, a senior LDK official, was discovered on August6ina
remote village. He had been kidnaped on July 27. Attacks directed against the LDK continued in August. On August 1, an
LDK activist was shot and wounded in Podujevo. The head of the LDK in Srbica was wounded in a shooting the following
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Sg;i;‘i\cl;grusl rt11 8, E'J b“"“t} exploded at an OSCE building in central Pristina. The building was used to house several smaller
Yugnsla\? arties, including Bosniak and Turkish parties contesting the election, and the representative office of the

Lucl two government. Many observers suspect political motives in the September murders of Shefki Popova and Rexhep
Luci. prominent ﬁlbansar}s with close ties to the LDK; Popova, a veteran journalist (see media section, below) and
uci, head of Kosovo's housing and reconstruction department, were gunned down on consecutive days. On October 6, 2

1@#““_‘-“%' elections candidate from the Democratic Party of Kosovo (PDK, the party headed by former KLA leader Hashim
aci), was arrested in connection with a triple-bomb attack in Prizren three days earlier.

In addition to the risk of further violence, there is a real danger of intimidation. Efforts to establish a local judiciary in
Kosovo have been hampered by frequent reports of the intimidation of local judges, especially on "sensitive” cases
FHVPI\_nng _mlnority defendants or prominent political figures. Some international officials now acknowledge that the nascent
judiciary in the province demands the same degree of international supervision as the Kosovo Police Service. Election
officials, party representatives and voters are likely to be subjected to similar pressures during the election campaign and
particularly during the voting and counting of results. Without a marked improvement in security and a high degree of
international supervision and protection, it is unlikely that elections will be conducted in an atmosphere free from
“violence...intimidation [or] fear of retribution,” in accordance with paragraph 7, section (7) of the Copenhagen document.

The Role of the Media

Freedom of expression and access to the media under paragraph 7, section (8) of the Copenhagen document are key
elements of the conduct of free and fair elections. Yet there are serious constraints to freedom of expression in Kosovo at
present, notably in the form of attacks on journalists. On September 10, Shefki Popova, a senior correspondent with the
Albanian-language daily Rilndija, died in the town of Vugitrn after being shot and repeatedly sta bbed by two unidentified
men. Riindja is widely seen as close to the LDK. The killing followed the disappearance a day earlier of Marjan Melonasi,
a journalist from a ethnically-mixed family who worked with the Serbian-language service of Kosovo Radio-Television. On
June 20, Valentina Cukic, the editor of a Serbian-language program of the muilti-ethnic Radio Kontakt, was shot and badly
wounded. Last year, the publisher and editor of Koha Ditore were verbally attacked and threatened after publishing an
editorial condemning attacks on minerities.

In addition to the intimidation of journalists, biased coverage of the elections is also a concern. Although the internationally-
funded electronic media are balanced in their coverage, many Albanian language daily newspapers and some private radio
stations are extremely partisan in their reporting on politics in Kosovo.

The international community is clearly well aware of the dangers to the free and fair elections posed by inflammatory
reporting and intimidation of journalists. A variety of measures have been introduced, including an UNMIK regulation
forbidding hate speech, a code of conduct and training for journalists, European Union-funded media monitoring by the
OSCE Mission in Kosovo, the explicit prohibition in the election code of conduct on the use by political parties of language
that “incites hatred.” and the decision to include media menitoring in the mandate of the Council of Europe Election
Observation Mission. Nevertheless, the OSCE Mission in Kosovo and the Central Election Commission must guard
against the possibility that the inflammatory rhetoric used by radio stations and mainstream newspapers will be used to
incite violence during the election period, and the conduct of the media during the election should be fully incorporated into
the final assessment of the Council of Europe Election Observation Mission.

Enforcement of Election Standards

As in Bosnia and Hercegovina, the enforcement of the international standards in the organization and conduct of the
elections in Kosovo presents a major challenge to the international community. In particular there are concemns that the
bodies set up to enforce electoral standards will be subject to international and local pressure to ignore serious violations
or to use only perfunctory sanctions to punish them.

The main yardstick for the conduct of the parties during the election, aside from the international standards discussed
above, is the Code of Conduct for the elections, which spelis out the obligations of the parties. Two bodies are responsible
for enforcement of the code and international election standards.[ The Central Election Commission (CEC) has
overarching responsibility for all aspects of the elections, including compliance with the Code. The CEC is chaired by the
OSCE Misslon Chief, Ambassador Daan Everts, assisted by two international and nine local deputies. Declsions are
made by consensus, although the Chair has the right to decided unilaterally if consensus cannot be reached,

The Election Claims and Appeals Sub-Commission (ECAC) has specific responsibility for ensuring compliance with the
electoral code. According to Electoral Rule number 200072, the ECAC is responsible for "adjudicating all complaints
concerning the electoral process."® The ECAC consists of an international commissioner, Dieter Schoene and two local
deputies. It has the right to hear complaints and appeals from any party or individual, as well as international agencies. As
with the Central Commission, the decisions of the ECAC are made by consensus with the Chief Commissioner having the
right to decide unilaterally in the event of deadlock. It has the power to order corrective action to be taken and to impose
fines of up to 10,000 Deutsche Marks (approximately U.S.$4450). More serious penalties such as removing a candidate
from a party list or banning a party from contesting the elections can be made only with the approval of the Central
Election Commission. Decisions by the ECAC are final and cannot be appealed.

The experience of Bosnia and Hercegovina indicates that both badies are likely to be faced with potentially explosive
decisions, such as whether to impose sanctions on leading parties that may result in a reduction in the number of
candidates they are permitted to field or even ban them from contesting some municipalities. Local officials on the Central
Election Commission and Election Complaints and Appeals Sub-Commission are likely to be subject to pressures similar
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faced by judges and prosecutors in Kosovo, inc reasing the risk of deadlock among their members.
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ovo's political parties are uniikely to be the only source of pressure on the Central Election Commission and the

5:31 }ﬁl:;::;s ard Appealo Sub-Commission, During preparations for national, entity-level and municipal elections in Bosnia

some oscflswl el T, 1996, the Bosnian Provisional Election Commission (PEC) came under significant pressure from

out by th Dmem er governments to hold the national and entity-level elections despite the absence of the conditions set

dae ¥ then-OSCE Chairman-in-Office Flavio Cofti, as well as pressure to go ahead with simultaneous municipal elections,
pite clear indications from OSCE field offices that the necessary conditions did not exist. While the municipal elections

were eventually postponed, the decision to go ahead with the vote at the national and entity level resulted in flawed

elections in which existing nationalist parties in each of the communities were able to further consolidate power.

An quat}y troubling precedent can be found in the interference in the work of the OSCE's Electoral Appeals Sub-
Commission (EASC) during the 1997 municipal elections in Bosnia. The Bosnian Provisional Election Commission initially
made a correct decision to constitute the Bosnian Election Appeals Sub-Commission as an independent judicial panel to
assess possible violations of the election law and apply sanctions where necessary. During the 1997 elections, however,
the Head of Bosnian Election Commission (and OSCE Mission Chief) Ambassador Robert Frowick overturned several
key rulings by the Bosnian EASC where it had struck candidates from a party's list for flagrant violations of the election
rules. This interference in the work of the Bosnian election appeals body undermined the integrity of the elections and led
several of its members to resign in protest.

Given the OSCE's experience with the EASC in Bosnia, the decision to constitute an appeals subcommission in Kosovo
with limited independent powers of sanction suggests a conscious decision to create an emasculated subcommission. To
date the Kosovo ECAC has functioned effectively, issuing a handful of rulings against parties for violations of the election
code. In all but one case, it has imposed corrective action or relatively small fines. On October 3, however, the ECAC
struck a candidate from the PDK party list in Lipljan, after the violent disruption of an LDK election rally in the town. The
decision to strike the candidate was an encouraging sign that the ECAC is willing to use more serious sanctions in order
to ensure compliance with the election rules. Nevertheless, the experience of Bosnia indicates that if serious iregularities
oceur that threaten the integrity of the elections in Kosove, the Kesove Complaints and Appeals Sub-Commission is likely
to come under considerable pressure to refrain from recommending that the offending candidates or parties be prevented
from running in the elections.

Election Monitoring

Effective and impartial monitoring of the campaign, events on voting day, and the counting and tabulation of resufts are
crucial to the integrity of any election process. The decision ta invite the Council of Eurcpe to coordinate election
monitaring rather than depending on the organization responsible for the conduct of the elections, namely the OSCE, is
therefore both a welcome development and a significant departure from previous polls organized by the international
community in the region. That innovation aside, the Council of Europe Election Observation Mission follows a traditional
pattern, with the deployment of a small team of long-term abservers to monitor preparations for the elections, including the
already completed registration process, the conduct of the campaign and the functioning of the Central Election
Commission. Several days prior to the vote, 150 short-term observers coordinated by the Mission will be deployed for an
eight-day period to observe the voting process througheut the province. The Mission has complained of delay in the
deployment of long-term observers: the first report indicated that as of August 8, slightly less than two-thirds of the
nineteen long-term observed were present in Kosovo.™ Although the Mission's first report is fargely confined to an
assessment of the registration process, early indications suggest that the Mission values its independence and intends to
accurately reflect the “conformity of the election process with international standards."® If the experience of Bosnia is
indicative, the Mission's commitment to those values may be severely tested if serious irregularities occur. In such a
situation, there is likely to be considerable pressure from some western governments to overlook the problems and to
certify the elections regardless.

The Implementation of Results

As noted above, implementing election results was one of the major challenges arising from the internationally-organized
municipal elections in Bosnia. The difficulties in Bosnia were related to installing local officials representing one ethnic
group in areas now dominated by another. In Kosovo, there is a majority Albanian population and Serbs in the province are
boycotting the election. This does not mean, however, that issues over implementation will not arise. It is important to
recall that de facto local authorities were established throughout Kosovo following the end of the war in June 1999, In
many cases, those authorities were dominated by, or had strong links to, the Kosovo Liberation Army. Current polls show
Ibrahim Rugova's LDK enjoying a lead over its main rival, the PDK, which is headed by former KLA leader Hashim Thaci
and has strong ties to the former KLA throughout Kosovo. In the event of widespread victories for the LDK, many of the
current de facto municipal authorities dominated by the KLA will be called upon to hand over power to their rivals. Under
those circumstances, difficulties over implementation may arise,

Recommendations:

To the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe and its member states
Pre-Elaction Certification

« No later that 48 hours prior to the vote, the OSCE Chairperson-in-Office should certify whether conditions
necessary for the conduct of free and fair municipal elections in Kosovo exist. Those conditions should be based
on paragraphs 7 and 8 of the Copenhagen document. The decision to certify should give due consideration to the
recommendation of the Council of Europe Election Monitoring Mission (see below). If conditions do not exist, the
elections should be postponed.
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Enforcing Electoral Standards

’ lﬂscpﬂweom rs of the Election Complaints and Appeals Sub-Commission should be enhanced. In particular, the
Its ruli mission should have recourse to effective sanctions in the most serious cases of electoral misconduct.
ings shotld not be subject to approval or veto by the Central Election Commission or its Chairman.

. \.‘iclali_cns of the Code of Conduct that also constitute violations of the criminal or civil code should also be
investigated by United Nations Civilian Police.

To the Council of Europe and its member states:

Pre-Election Monitoring

« Member states must ensure that the Council of Europe monitoring mission in Kosovo has adequate staff and
resources to carry out its tasks throughout the electoral process.

Pre-Election Cerfification

« Prior to any decision by the OSCE Chairperson-in-Office regarding pre-election certification, the Council of
Europe monitoring mission should prepare a public report detailing the work of the mission in monitoring the
registration period and the assessing the conditions for elections. It should include a recommendation regarding
pre-election certification. The report should be submitted to the Council of Europe Committee of Ministers, to the

Head of UNMIK, to the Chairman of the Central Election Commission and to the Secretary-General of the
Council of Europe,

Post-Elsction Certification

« Final cerlification of elections should be issued by the head of the Council of Europe Election Observation
Mission not by the head of the Central Election Commission or OSCE Chairperson-in-Office. The certification
should measure actual performance against the criteria laid down in international election standards including the
Copenhagen Document, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and article 3 of Protocol 1 of the
European Convention on Human Rights.

. Member states must ensure that the independence of the Election Observation Mission is respected, particularly
in the event of serious irregularities in the vote.

— —

1. The universal right to participate in democratic elections is established by article 25 of the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights and article 21 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

2. There are also local election commissions in each munici pality.

3, OSGE Mission in Kosovo, Central Election Commission; Electoral Rule No. 20

00/2. Election Complaints and Appeals
Sub-Commission. May 3, 2000.

4. Council of Europe Election Observation Mission: First Report (August 18, 2000).

5. Quoted from: "Media Briefing: Council of Europe Election Observation Mission in Kosovo.”

hﬂp;ﬂmvw.hnv.orgﬂ:ackgmundcr!mfkosnvo-clcclionnbck‘htm 17-03-01

e - = o



serbia Info News - Kosovo and Metohia

www serbia-info.cominews
WREEYGT L ALY LN

i, - ﬁ“ .:’b: s 5% s

e SN A ;N r-(;.""h."\
— S il ey
VEHBREIRETHIZEGRY %80

(cuipE R

CT T KOSOVO AND
METOHIA

Histery
Demographic Trends
Manipulations wit hﬂ?jﬂﬁmﬂ Data

Informatien in Albanian

Wha rejects the dialogue?
Summary

TERRORISM [N KOSOVO AND
METOHIA

htlp:a’fwm'\'.serbiu-infc col

June 14,1698

HOME BENCYCLOPEDIA  FACTS & FIGURES  NEWS SEARCH

KOSOVO & METOHIA

Who rejects the dialogue?

The separatist lcadership of the Albanian national minority, as cstablished by their policy and
practice since 1990 when "Kosovo Repu blic" was proclaimed, are substantially cnda ngered by
those who do not let them be equal citizens, not by the state. Albanian leaders have placed the
citizens of their nationality in a political ghetto, depriving them of all rights which belong to
them according to the Constitution and the Laws. The census was boycotted, in order not to
establish the exact number for the Albanian national minority in Kosovo and Metohija, the
clections were boycotied, jobs in factories, mines, schools, hospitals, were abandoned under the
pressure of the nationalists, The abandenment of the state schools was justificd by the idea that
schools on whose certificates there is a title "Republika Srbija" were not acceptable, Parallel
schools were established, the medical personnel of Albanian nationality was withdrawn into
illegal and inadequate medical services, the use of services of state hospitals, which are free of
charge and at a high professional level was prohibited. At the same time, the state regularly
published textbooks in Albanian, provided medical protection, information in Albanian, issued

passports, etc.

The Government of the IR of Yugoslavia submitted, in the framework of the Geneva
Conference on Yugoslavia, a proposal for the overcoming of the problem of education in
Kosovo and Metohija. The scparatist leadership in Kosovo and Metohija rejected that proposal
and prevented the resolution of the problem.

In a number of informal contacts the Albanian side did not show the wish for the normalization
of the situation in Kosovo. A conerete agreement on the normalization of the schooling system
was signed by President Slobodan Milosevie and Rugova in September 1996. During the
following months a meetings of the representatives of both sides was held with the intention to
apply the agreement which had been achieved. The representatives of the Albanian minority
demanded additional political concessions which were not mentioned in the political agreement.
They demanded diplomas with the seal "Kosovo Republic”, ete. Moreover, the demands
concerned the taking of the university and college buildings in which the teaching would be
performed outside the Yugoslav curricula, according to the curriculum of another state. Over
90% of the teaching in primary and secondary schools is in Albanian.

The Government of the Republic of Serbia invited, on March 11, 1998, the responsible
representatives of the Albanian national minority to an open dialogue, for the solution of all
concrete questions, The Government of the Republic of Scrbia emphasized the fact that the
dialoguc is the only way to improve the political processes in order to solve the key problems of
the citizens in this Provinee. All questions of Kosovo and Metohija should be solved in the
framework of Serbia, by political means and according to international standards about the
protection of the rights of national minoritics, it was said in the communique from the meeting
of the Government of the Republic of Serbia.

The Federal Government gave on March 12, 1998 its support to the invitation to open dialogue
in order to find solutions for all conerete questions in Kosovo and Metohija.
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Milosevic trial

There's still uncertainty over where Milosevic will be tried.
Tribunal Update 211, Last Week in The Hague (March 5-10, 2001)

It seemns certain that former Yugoslav president Slobodan Milosevic will be prosecuted soon, but a
gquestion mark remains over what he will be charged with and whether his trial will take place in The
Hague, Belgrade or, indeed, both.

Last week, Chief Prosecuter Carla Del Ponte and her deputy Graham Blewitt seemed to have
different views on the subject

Del Ponte ruled out any possibility of Milosevic being tried anywhere other than a Hague court.
However, in a speech to the London-based International Institute for Strategic Studies, Blewitt
allowed for the possibility of the former Yugoslav president being prosecuted in both Belgrade and
The Hague under Serbian and tribunal jurisdiction.

Blewitt has since been forced to clarify his statement, after some media interpreted it as an "about-
turn” in the prosecution’s stand on Milosevic. Del Ponte's deputy stressed last Thursday he was in
complete agreement with Del Ponte and "those indicted by the ICTY must be surrendered to the
tribunal”,

The ICTY rules of procedure clearly provides for the possibility of holding hearings in the region,
something which the United States has stated it is willing to support. But Del Ponte has tended to
discourage this scenario and issued clear, tough public statements that Milosevic must be tried in
The Hague. Blewitt's comments in London seemed to strike a mare flexible tone about the trial
venue,

The ICTY is insisting that there is no difference of opinion between the chief prosecutor and her
deputy. It remains unclear if there is a disagreement over substance, crossed signals within the
ICTY over public presentation or - what seems most likely - merely differences in the two
prosecutors’ siyle.

Prior to the confusicn, Blewitt had told Tribunal Update that the tribunal's success depended on
ordinary Yugoslav citizens seeing that justice is being carried out, and that the way to achieve this is
by holding parts of Milosevic's trial in Belgrade. "This is something we have been advocating in the
OTP for at least two years,” he said.

Blewilt said it would be impossible to hold entire trials in Yugoslavia because witnesses, fearing for
their safety, might be unwilling to cooperate.

He insisted, however, that there would be no compremise regarding the tribunal’s primacy over
crimes falling under its jurisdiction.

Blewilt told Tribunal Update that if there were a delay in Milosevic's trial in The Hague, there may be
a possibility of prosecuting him first in Belgrade on charges other than those on the tribunal
indictment.

"Here | see an area for compromise, " he said. " It is not uncommeon throughout the world that
persons are accused of crimes in a number of different jurisdictions, and those jurisdictions agree to
the order in which persons can be prosecuted, If the Serbs and their government believe it important
to prosecute Slobodan Milosevic at home, then we should not stand in the way."

Despite the pronounced readiness for "negatiations and compromises”, the deputy prosecutor
nonetheless urged the international community to continue to exert pressure on Belgrade by
maintaining its insistence on economic aid for Serbia being contingent on Belgrade's full cooperation
with The Hague.,

top of page ~

htt p:f/www.iwpr.ncUindax.pl?archivcftriflrihz12_] _eng.txt

Page 1 of 2

immbitube for sar & peace reporting

Aboul IWPR | Publications | Pragrammes | Oppartunities | Subscribe | Contact Us

Saturday, March 17, 2000
IN THIS SECTION

Search
Mailing list

Past updates:

2000 issues
Mov 197-201
Ot 192-196
Sep 188-191
Aug 186-187
July 182-185
June 178-181
May 173-177
Apr 169-172
Mar 166-168
Feb 162-165
lan 159-161
1999 issues
Dec 154-158
Moy 150-153
Oct 146-149
Sep 142-145
dug 137-141
Jul 132-136
Jun 128-131
May 124-127
Apr 119-123
Mar 115-118
Eeb 111-114
Jan 107-110
1998-1997-1996
alzo see;

IWPR Archive:
Tribunal

In-depth reports,
mtenqews and
assessments on the
regronal impact of the War
Crimes Tribunal in The
Hague. Early reports on
the Rwandan War Crimes
Tribural in Arusha also
available.

RELATED LINKS
Hague Tribunal
RealAudio Coverage
Indictees List

Sense

ICC Coalition
HRW on ICC
Red Cross
Justice Watch
Crimes of War
ADI Revue

ONLINE HELP

Guides to international law
and language:

Legal Dictionary

of Terms

Dictionary of
International Law

or use the

17-03-01



1e for War & Peace Repm'ling
Page 2 of 2

i
Tribunal Update Mailing List: ICTIONARY
Enter your e-mail address and click the required button.
SUPPORT
E-mail address: ... . Swedish International
T M E PR Development and
Subscribe i i Coopaeration Agency
i to Tribunal Update by e-mail. (SIDA)
U 7 M
- nsubscribe from the service. Foreign and ot
" C onwealth Office
About Tribunal Update o
Search:
“ Balkans © Caucasus ¢ Special Reports
& . . .
Tribunal C Central Asia e Archive
top of page *
© Institute for War & Peace Reporting
Lancaster House, 33 Islington High Street, London N1 9LH, UK
Tel: +44 (207) 713 7130 Fax: +44 (207) 713 7140
The opinions expressed in IWPR Online are those of the authors and do not
necessarily represent those of the Institute for War and Peace Reporting.
Registered as a charity In the United Kingdom (charity reg. no: 1027201, company reg. na: 2744185)
17-03-01

http fwww.iwpr.n cl.f'indcx.pl?archivcftn'r’lri_Z 12 1 _eng.ixt



Institute for War & Peace Reporting

Balkang
Tribunat
Cautasus

Centrat Ksia

Spazial
Reparts

Saazeh
Brikive

Links

>/
Lo
L2
©
©
@
?
©

http://www.

Support for NLA Fighters Grows
A rift between moderate and radical Albanians widens as the Macedonian conflict spreads
By Veton Latifi in Skopje (BCR No. 227, 16-March-01)

Violent clashes between ethnic Albanian fighters and security forces have spread
throughout northwestern Macedonia over the past week.

The insurgents, the National Liberation Army, have called on all Albanians in Macedonia to
join them in their armed struggle. The interior ministry said it believes NLA supporters have
arms caches all over the country and expect the fighting to spread.

The clashes have not only increased divisions between the country’s two main ethnic
groups but split Albanians themselves

The majority of the Albanian population, who live mainly in the northwest of the country, had
haoped for a political solution to their fight for equality. More and more now seem to be
aligning themselves with the armed group.

This became apparent the day fighting around Tetovo erupted on March 14. Centered
around the Ottomnan fortress of Kale, the shooting broke out just one hour before a planned
demonstration in the city's main square.

It turned out to be the first major show of public support for the NLA, deployed a few
kilometers away in the hills.

The rally had been organized by NGOs with close links to the opposition Party of
Democratic Prosperity, PDP, and the newly formed National Democratic Party, NDP.

Both are dissatisfied with the failure of Arben Xhaferi, the head of the ruling coalition
member the Democratic Party of Albanians, DPA, to push through reforms to improve the
community’s civil and political rights.

DPA supporters at a rally held the day before in Skopje had chanted “We want peace and
justice". The Tetovo square demonstrators called for an end to "Macedonian state terror
against Albanians”.

The latter chanted the name of the insurgents each time they opened fire from the
surrounding hills.

The NLA, who first made their existence known following an aftack on a police station near
Tetovo in January, were recently involved in clashes with security forces along the
Macedonian border with Kosovo.

Prior to quitting the frontier village of Tanusevci, they issued their demands: an end to the
repression of Albanians and equal rights with Macedonians. "We want to improve the rights
of our people who are facing discrimination at the hands of the Slavo-Macedonians,” said an
NLA statement. A key element of their demands is a call for a new census which they
believe will show Albanians make up 45 per cent of the population - 20 per cent more than
the official figure

The government's unwillingness to include Albanians living or working abroad led to the
community's boycott of the last census.

The constitution regards the Albanians as an ethnic minority, but the community claims it is
a nation like the Macedonians - and should be treated accardingly.

"Over the last ten years, the Macedonian regime has been hiding under the democracy
'umbrellz’" an NLA commander was quoted in the media earlier this week.

iwpr. net/index.pl?archive/ ber/ber 20010316 _1_eng.Ixt
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" In reality,

it has done nothing to improve conditions for Albanians, which is regarded SOy
merely as

an ethnic minority, Our community has yet to be accorded its rightful status.” IWPR. gratefully acknowledges

support from:
While all Albanians have the same goals, they are divided about the way they wish to

achieve them. Most are disillusioned with the olitical path as DPA pled i i
Iot have failed to materialise : P M i el

Many of those discontented with the DPA's apparent impotence at driving through reforms
are raliynn.g around the newly formed NDP, led by former DPA deputy Kastriot Haxhirexha. B
The NDP's demands are much the same as those issued by the NLA, e O o

. FUBEAN 17 ARERLALY
"We have chosen the armed struggle since we have failed to accomplish our goals by S
F:lltlmali means,” said Fazli Veliu, who claims to be the NLA's leader, in an interview given to
e ltalian news agency, ANSA. Department for International
Development UK (DFID)

A former teac:l;er. Veliu, in his 60s, is wanted by the authorities in Skopje in connection with The_ European_Union
terrorist bornbing attack in his home town of Krcevo in 1998. He denies the charge.

Ford Foundation

Interestingly, Veliu has been linked with Kosovan independence organisations. Many NLA Freedom Forum
fighters were former member of the KLA. " .
Open Society Institute
Veliu rejects suggestions the armed struggle is to create greater Albania, "We support the Press Now o~
integrity of Macedonia, but want equal rights, our own national flag, language, and identity,” Swedish International
he said pmen g

Development and Cooperation
Agency {SIDA)

The government has made it clear that it is not willing to negotiate with the NLA. "Macedonia
will never negotiate with terrorists,” said President Trajkovski at a meeting with foreign
ambassadors on March 13,

But if the authorities do not seek some sort of dialogue, there's every chance the violence
will escalate.

Before the Tetovo fighting erupted, one NLA commander said the fighters’ strategy was to
extend the armed conflict to Gostivar and Skopje and other parts of Macedonia.. " The NLA
has cells throughout Macedonia - we are a regular army," he declared.

Veton Latifi is a regular WPR contributor from Macedonia
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s_rc.nm: global reflexion <office@globalreflexion.org>
o: <office@globalreflexion.org>
Sent: maandag 25 september 2000 07;08

Subject:  Election Day Meddling

The Glolbal Reflexion Foundation contributes, according to her ability, to
the d1sinbut|_on of information on infernational issucs that in the media
docs- not recieve proper atiention or is prescnted in a distorted way. We
receive n_*lfommlmn [rom different sources, that does not neeessary reflect
our opinion. If you don't want to receive i, please send us an c-mail.
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Monday, September 25, 2000

1. Election Day Meddling
2. Report of Canadian Election Observer in Yugoslavia
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http://emperors-clothes.com/articles/doncheva/clectionday.him

Election Day Meddling
A lctier [rom Blagovesta Doncheva in Sofia, Bulgaria
(9-24-2000)

Dear fricnds,

Enclosed 15 the rough translation of an interesting, informative article,
published in 'Meonitor.' Here's my opinion about the "parallel vote

counting” discussed in the article. They have repeatedly carried it out

here. It 1s a way to manipulate people on the day of the elcetions! What do
they do? All day long they give figures and graphics. In mosl cascs
deliberately wrong figures and graphics. And thereby manipulate people most
blatantly! (They are usually very active in the afternoon hours of the

clection day, which is Jogical.) What will they do now? They will

deliberately announce that Kostunica leads with, for instance., 20-30%.

They might even insist that he is nearing the 50 %. They will quote towns
and whole regions. They will give graphics. Some people who would vote for
Milosevich will say to themselves: "What's the use of voting?

The other one is already clected!” And they will stay at home. Others will
stay at home out of sheer fear. "They have already clected the other one.

1t is better to lic low now." Ete.

Some words about some names quoted in Monilor article.

Velko Valkanov is a Bulgarian Socialist parly (BSP) MP but he is not a
member of BSP. He is firmly at anti-NATO posilion (a kind of inner
opposition inside the BSP Parliamentary group.) 1 don't know what to make
of him: if he is so very much against the pro-NATQ orientation of BSP, why
is he still in the BSP group? But in this one he is right.

Evgeni Dainov - is the most faithful Bul garian US-government flunkey and a
totally amoral ass. Money is his God, his morals, his cthics, his love and

his hate. Good is every cause that spews Moncy. Bad is every one that docs
not pour fresh Money or especially if it threatens his own Money. If his
mother is still alive, and his Money Masters tell him to cut her into

pieces, then fry them and last give them to the street dogs against a

certain sum (or a position that goes with a nice package of money!), Evgeni
the Rat will do it without hesitation. In his comment he reveals that he

has given cell phones to the "kids" from Otpor but that monster
Milosevich's peaple have taken them at the boundary. (There was an
information that the Yugoslav Customs have confiscated 20 (1) cell phones
from Otpor 'activists' on their way back from Bulgaria fo Yugoslavia.)

It is the Election Day.

God help the Serbs..

25-09-00



jod help us all,

Blagovesta Doncheva Sofia, Bulgaria

[The 'Monitor article lollows)
URL for this article is

les/doncheva/bulgmed. htm

Bulgaria Meddles in Yugoslav Vote
'Monitor.' [Bulgaria) September 22, p. 1-2-3

Viee Minister of Foreign AfYairs, Marin Raikov, is behind an unprecedented
plﬁ_m [‘or_paralllcl Yugoslav vote counting from Sofia. Kostov threatens
Milosevie with "categorical/decisive actions” i he ‘manipulates’ the vote

on Sunday. Yugoslav charge d'affaires, Danko Protic, wams that the
elections are "exclusively an internal problem.” -

By a Monitor Team
Translated by Blagovesta Doncheva

Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs, Marin Raikov, is most probably behind a
plan for parallel Yugoslav President vate counting from Sofia, [Bulgaria,]

a high level governmental ofTicial told "Monitor.!

“The Ministry of Forcign AfTairs has nothing to do with it. Those are NGO
aclivities," the Foreign Aflairs Ministry Speaker, Raiko Vlaikov, declared.
On Sunday the UDF Political Academy and the U.S. organisation, "Freedom
Iouse," will organise parallel Yugoslav vote counting. The single
Information Centre outside Yugoslavia will be in Hall 4 of the National
Culture Centre and will closely observe the vole counting.

Meantime, in a special statement for Monitor, the Yugoslav charge
d'afTaires Danko Protic warned about the inereased external pressure en his
counlry:

"Those who are intervening in our inner affairs, keep talking about unrest
in Yugoslavia il the opposition lose and are repeating the [abrications
about an armed conflict between Serbia and Montenegro, increase
additionally the pressure on Yugoslavia, and an alibi is thereby created

for fresh interference in our internal affairs,” the diplomat declared.
Premier Ivan Koslov, broadcast yesterday "the government position” on the
Yugoslav clection after a lunch in the Embassy of Germany with the NATO
Couniries' ambassadors in Sofia. The premier warned President Slobodan
Molisevic in his Statement not to falsify the Yugoslav citizens' vole.

Kostov's Threats

Premier Koslov threatened that "there will be very strong reactions on the
part of all the European governments in case of clection manipulation....In
case they are not honest, [ admit that the actions will be very

categorical," Kostov added. But he did not say if Bulgaria would take part
in those "decisive actions”. "Let's see what will happen," the Premier said

in the German Embassy building in Sofia. Together with the German
Ambassador in Sofia, Ursula Zeiler-Albring [sp?], he made a siatement afler
a luncheon meeting with the other NATO countries’ Ambassadors.

"We share the worries and misgivings about possible manipulations while the
Yugoslav elections are going on. My misgivings do not include the
possibility for a civil war there, but it is a fact that all of us in lhc

region, including the NATO countries' ambassadors, are debating those
problems, are interested in them, and we will watch the day September 24
very attentively. Lots of things will depend on it,' Kostov added.

Official Belgrade Misgivings

"When we talk about the elections in Yugoslavia, we have {o underline that
we are witnesses of unprecedented pressure with the aim of ensuring results
which will be in the USA and NATO countrics' interests. That fact
additionally is destabilising our country," Danko Protic said. According to
him, "it is not by chance that the European Unton decIafcd from Brussels
just before the elections that it will lifl the sanctions against _
Yugoslavia only i the opposition wins at the clections. Besides, {hose in

Page 2 of 6
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russels are constanil i i
‘ Y repeating th
i r & their unprecedented und i iti
oo Yugosmto;;samll ';1501 _bc recognised if the Yugoslay P::;gm“\iiﬂ?:m"
rge da0TafTaires continued. According to him "insh;u*lliol]s

are constantly being made th i ing i
e Lo e al election stealing is being prepared in

1d conditions are created I ini
s : 5 ed for explaining the
u]:Eme - élbsiiit;f:?]: il;?! ?:arglpg clection manipulations on the %msis of some
s quines, giving greal advantage of the opposition

bE:E :uclc(_:tlpns in all sovereign countries are exclusively inner afTair

-ause 1L 1s expeceted that the citizens express at them their will and
their position on the different parties' policies and on some persons who
want lo lake part in ruling their countries,” Danko Protic saﬁs.

{hﬁ Blue (UDF) Academy and Freedom House commission
serutineers"[serutinisers?)

"The parallel vole counting is a mutual project of the Political Academy

l'or Central and Southeastern Europe and of the U.S. NGO, "Freedom House,"
with \..\rhich we have very close contaets”, Orfei Ducvski, cxplained to '
'Monltqr‘. He is an MP from the UDF and the head of the Political Academy.
According to some high-placed UDF oflicials, he has headed that
organisation’s Board of Directors thunks to Hristo Biserov's support;

Bisserov is the UDF's First Seeretary. The Board of Dircetors consists of

two more MPs from the UDF, three Americans [rom the Intemational
Republican Institute, and the specialists in policy seienees, Evgeni Dainov
and Ognjan Minchev. The Republican Institute had been that Academy’s main
sponsor last year. Tt still is its main sponsor. (1)

"I want to explicitly underline that it is not a UDF project. Itisa

project of the Academy, mainly of its expert mem bers. The ideas come
entirely from the experts and they are being realised with the help of

their colleagues from Belgrade", Duevski claims. The Academy has sent to
Belgrade Vassil Zanov, the head of the mathematiciansaJ T group at the Sofia
Central Election Commission. His team is to send from Belgrade the raw
clection results, which will be reworked by the people in the Faculty of
Mathematics at "Clement Ohridski," the Sofia University. Zanov isa
profiessor there. The data will be sent {o Sofia via E-mail.

On Election day Mr. Zanov will work in the olTice of the Centre for Free
Elections and Democracy in Belgrade. "That is an analogue organisation to
the Bulgarian Society for Honcst Elections on the territory of Yugoslavia”,
the head of the Political Academy explained. According to an official press
release of the Academy, the Centre for Free Elections and Democracy in
Belgrade supports Voislav Kostlunica, Milosevic's opponent.

Unprecedented vote counting

*They have no experience in the parallel vole counting in Yugoslavia. That
is why we, with the assistance of Mr. Zanov, have decided to help the
Centre for Free Elections and Democracy in Belgrade" Orfei Ducvski told.
But he could not explain what will be the inferaction between "our’
specialists and the official Yugoslavian power and if the Bulgarians have
an ofTicial authorisation for the elections on Seplember 24.

"] hope that the official authorities in Belgrade would co-operate with
such initiative which might disprove the accusations from everywhere that
the Yugoslav elections will be manipulated”, Duevski would only say.
However, experts in that field claim that the parallel vote counting will

be unprecedented if the Bulgarians are not authorised by the ofTicial
authorities in Belgrade.

According to an official information of the BTA (Bulgarian Tcllegrap'r‘]
Agency), quoting the Bulgarian Society for Honest Elections, ‘[50 ofits
activists will take part as scrutineers of the presidential electionin
Yugoslavia”. Together with the Yugoslavian Centre for Free Elections and
Democracy in Belgrade they had to form Vassil Zanov tcam according to the

Political Academy.

"We will not send any data from Yugoslavia to Bulgaria npd we even do not
know if we will be allowed to go there", Anton Hidgov gaid, He is the head
of the Bulgarian Society for Honest Elections. "We will be only

Page3 of 6
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f:;?::;olr:ils:iﬁlmcqrs there. Ldo not want any information to come oul
o I at might be used against us and we might not be authorised,”
gov added. Last week the Bulgarian Socicty for Honest Elections had scn,l
an official note to Belgrade to be authorised as scrutineers for the

clections. The Yugoslav Mission in Sofia says that such a demand for
authorisation has nol passed through them.

Who pays

"The _parallcl vole counting project is financed by Freedom House " Duevski
explained. ’

;l isan ﬂ}mcncan NGO and its members are Republicans and Democrats alike.
influential b}Jsl.incssmcn, Trade Union leaders, cxperts on foreign policy and
former 'adtmms{ralion employees. Zbignev Bzezinski, Kenel Adelman and Pol
Volfovitz are among the more well-known names in the Freedom House
Directors' Board.

"] have offered projects of mine many times to the Freedom House, but they
react now for the first time", Evgeni Dainov, the member of the Director
Board of the Political Academy said yesterday. He thinks though that "the
n:ioncy is not enough”. "l am almost cerlain that we will spend more," Damov
added.

Raikov's Role

"The Vice-Minister of Foreign AlTairs has very good contacls with the Serb
opposition and it is very probable he oflered *paralle! vole counting” at
some of his confidential meetings with the Serb opposition leaders,”
‘Monitor'd0Ts source from the Government explained. He could not specify
though when exactly Raikov had launched his idea.

In the middle of July our Ambassador in Belgrade {vailo Trifonov personally
engaged himsel(as a translator for the opposition Serb mayors, who were

called in Sofia to receive instructions by Sofia Mayor, Stephan Sofianski.

Marin Raikov is responsible for the Balkans in the Ministry of Foreign
AfTairs. Some years ago0 he was a First Secretary in our Embassy in
Relgrade. Heisa Vice-Minister of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and a
son of Raiko Nickolov, Bulgarian first diplomat in Yugoslavia for years on
a run. Marin Raikov accompanied Kostov al all the meetings that year with
the representalives of the Serbs and the Albanians from Kosovo, although
they had taken part in the UDF Party building at "Rakovska" 134.

Commentls

An MP commented on the parallel vote counting from Sofia:
VelkoValkanov, BSP

The paralie! voic cou nting is a drastic and incorreet interference in
Yugoslavia internal afTairs, There is even 2 greater manipulation than that
one. The West promises to lifl all the sanclions and 1o pour the horn of
plenty over the Serbs if they vote against Milosevic. Isn't that an atiempt
at buying a whole people, isn't that the most disgusting manipulation ever
known? Our government and the ruling party join to that policy of
manipulation. 1 will be very pleased indeed if the Serb people box the ears
of both those Western politicians and our pro Westem ones, and vole for
Milosevic, refusing 10 be bought out. A centre of diversion/sabotage in
relation to Yugoslavia is being created here, and that press-centre is only
{he beginning.

wEW

1) The Intemnational Republican Institute has offices in 15 lands including
Albania, Angola, Nicaragua, Russia, Yugoslavia and South Africa. It is one
of the "core institutes” of the National Endowment for Democracy and
{herefore part of the network of US government agencies which recruit local
activists and set up [ront groups with the goal of exercising indireet
colonial rule in

the guise of building what is called "civil society” (which amazingly
refers to the groups they set up and fund!) and "Democratic institutions”.
“Democracy" 18 here not defined as something the people choose (as one
might think) but rather as being aligned with the Establishments in the
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NATO countries. A rather partisan definition.

}‘I;c Monitor article notes that this particular civil society group (the

Political Academy for Central and Southcastern Europe") works closely with
Freedom House, a US NGO, receives funding from the International Republican
Ipshl\itc, a'nd plans to coordinate its "maonitoring” with the Centre for ‘
Free %11-;(;!10115 and Democracy in Belgrade, which, in turn, supports the
candidate of the "democratic” coalition in Yugusiavia. Both the Centre for

Fair E_Elcclions and the Yugoslav "democratic” oppesition receive funding and
training from US and NATO-country government agencies.

For more on how {lie U.S. is fostering indireet colonial rule in the guise
of building "civil society" and "democracy” go lo
http:/femperors-clothes com/analysis/scam.htm

*!!?*t#*ti#3*t“*?t**Kﬁ**#**##*t#*t#t*!n***

URL for this article 1s i_1,tlp:_ﬁqmp§r_cﬁclo11.1(:5_.0{_31_1_11:1}jmys_is._fcn_l_@dm_hm

Report of Canadian Election Observer in Yugoslavia
by Antoinette Martens [9-24-2000]

[Ms. Martens is a Canadian clection observer reporting from Belgrade,
Yugoslavia |

The international observers of the Yugoslav presidential and parliamentary
elections have arrived in Belgrade - some 200 of them {rom (so far) from 54
countries.

Contrary to the reports {hat "they have not been allowed in," there are
registered observers from the following Western European countries:
Belgium, Denmark, France, Greeee, Ireland, Italy, Germany, Portugal, Sweden
and UK. (So far, the single American observer is an active senior

participant in the

Gore presidential campaign.) Among {he observers are parliamentarians,
delegales from political partics and organizations, as well as independents

like the two participants from Canada.

The Canadian delegates have attended political rallics of the three major
presidential candidates, in Belgrade and Novi Sad. These events were noisy
and lively affairs, without any observable disturbances and any noliceable
police presence. Literature was freely distributed and received at these
events, in a way no diffcrent from political rallies in Canada.

One of us (Marjaleena Repo) has paid particular atiention to election
poslers as she has been involved in the long sia nding and not-yet-finished
fight for the right to poster in Canada. And she can report that posters

are everywherg in the strect scene, accompanicd by grafliti and the
defacing of each others posters even-steven fashion, it scems.

Repo has scen posters at work in downlown Belgrade, with posters urging
women to vole, on top of other clection messages! She had a chance to

discuss this contradiction with five English-speaking Yugoslavian youth,
with their buckels and sponges.

Unlike in Canadian cities, the posters appear nat to be scraped down by
city workers, but live to suffer the indignitics from competing political
parties. In addition, there arc huge billboards advertising the l_hrcc major
prcsidcnliai candidates all around {he Belgrade cityscape. Allin all,
Belgrade has all the appearance of democracy in action...

While the Canadian and other Western media have already declared the
election to be "rigged" (without any evidence, of course), We believe that
{he actual evidence for rigging and distorting the Yugoslav clection
results has been found in the once-democratic countrics of U.S. and the
European Union, who in an wholly illegal and undemocratic fashion ar¢
interfering in the domestic affairs of a sovereign country. This, of
course, must be condemned by all true demograts, be they individuals,
organizations or pations.

www.tenenct * [Emperor's Clothes]
'q'-_tuauuunﬂutn t‘lt#ttt#ittltt#tttttt#
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$rom: <ssicc@planet.nl>

o! <n.h.vap.holst@freeler.nl>; <106057.1021@compusewe.com>; <michel.collon@skynet.be>;
Sent. <redactie@targets.org>; <yuambani@bart.nl>

ent: Maandag 2 april 2001 17:55

Subject:  Srbjj Milosevic

hl_tgn'fmvw.canac.ca!OttawaNcWQS.OS-Ddﬂ?ﬂ@‘ html

Menday, April 2, 2001
Ethnie groups split on arrest

By ANDREA LANTHIER, Ottawa Sun

Two cultures, which were divided during the 1999 Balkan war, are
now

divided by the arrest of Slobodan Milosevic.,

Members of Ottawa's Albanian and Serbian communities bitterly
disagree

on who should try Milosevic and for what.

"If he is tried by the Hague Commission, then it will be a way to
convict all Serbs for atrocities they did not commit." said
Slobodanka

Borojevic, president of Ottawa's Serb Heritage Society.

Milosevic faces eriminal charges in his home country and charges of

crimes against humanity and war crimes by the UN War Crimes Tribunal
in The Hague, Netherlands,

Borojevic said Serbs believe Milosevic should face corruption
charges,
but that's it.

NATO ATROCITIES

Otherwise international proceedings would mask the atrocitics
committed by NATO during the war, she said.

But members of the Albanian community believe justice will only be
served if Milosevic faces the world stage,

"Corruption has nothing to do with the war." said Shano Bejkosalaj,
who helped co-ordinate Albanian immigration during the war.

"He should be tried by international courts and he should be tried
for
genocide."

Bejkosalaj said the refugees she works with still suffer from the
atrocities they experienced during the war, and Milosevic should be
held responsible.

"This is nothing against the Serb people,” she said. "This is one
madman who led them asiray."
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Vojvodina Seeks Autonomy Balkans Index
Search
i s oo Mailing List
Provincial authorities in Vojvodina present Belgrade with demands for greater autonomy
Past reports:
Q Tribunat By Mihajlo Ramac in Vojvodina (BCR No. 225, 8-March-01) g:bn - 214.732
Jan 207-213
@ Eaucasus The regi i . , e ) .
e regional assembly in the northern Serbian province of Vojvodina is calling for the 2000 issues
restotrahon of autonomy stripped away by former Yugoslav president Slobodan Milosevic Dec igg-‘;‘gg
i over ten Nov .
© Contral sis years ago. Qct 180-191
Spasisl Sep 168-179
@ ﬁgi et Belgrade's new ruling DOS coalition - which includes three Vojvodina-based parties - ﬁ ;g;:igﬁ;
promised a return to self-rule in the run-up to last year's electoral victory over the Milosevic June 145-1532
a Saarch mame: May 136-144
Apr 130-135
o Mar 113-129
Q Rrchive But achieving the level of autonomy enjoyed before Milosevic's move to centralise power in Feh 112-120
Serbia will be no easy task. Jan 105-111 k)
@ Links 1999 issues
Belgrade views such moves as another step towards the disintegration of the republic. A Rec gg:;g"
compromise is therefore expected, with Vojvodina reclaiming some powers, but putting g‘g 80-88
aside demands for full autonomy. Sep 71-79
fug 63-70
; . ’ Jul 52-62
The Vojvodina assembly passed the autonomy proposals, which required changes to over a Jun 40-51
hundred laws, by a majority vote on March 2. The self-rule petition was then sent to the May 27-39
Serbian parliament for consideration, &pc 19:26
Mar 5-13
Feb 1-4
Members of Yugoslav President Vaojislav Kostunica's Democratic Party of Serbia, DSS, En francais - 2001
voted against the autonomy laws in the Novi Sad assembly. The party has consistently )
claimed autonomy would lead to the break-up of Serbia.
The DSS prefers a regional division of Serbia, with Vojvodina enjoying equal status with
other parts of the republic. But the DSS has yet to reveal details of its proposals.
Keen to avoid accusations of separatism, supporters of autonomy are at pains to point out
that province's status needs to be resolved within the framework of Yugoslavia and Serbia. Archive
2000
1999
The provincial assembly has therefore proposed that defence, state security, the monetary .
and customs systems, foreign policy and the judiciary would remain the preserve of the RELATED LINKS N
Yugoslav government. United States Instititute of
Peace
The authors of the March 2 proposal suggest the province takes over control of pensions, Albanian-language Media
disability allowances, health care, children's welfare, education, media, agriculture, national Blue Sky Radio, Kosovo
minorities, language and cultural life. Tl
Central Europe Onling - Balkans
Today
The autonomy issue is expected to provoke harsh words within the DOS coalition. A Exile Imagss
meeting of the coalition's leaders is scheduled to take place in Novi Sad in mid-March, They Grack inki Monitar
will discuss the autonomy plan. Gresk Helainki Monitar
Human Rights Watch
There is a clear divide between the Belgrade-based DOS parties and the three Vojvodina Intl Cricis Group
coalition parties. KosovoPress
Lawyers Committee for Human
As part of the alliance's common agenda to cverthrow Milosevic, it openly advocated "full Righis
autonomy” for Vojvodina. Orthodox Church, Kosovo
OSCE
But where the Novi Sad-based parties took this to mean executive, economic and judicial Serbian Information Ministry
autonomy, others adopted a more woolly interpretation, saying these issues would be UNMIK
discussed after the December elections. uss ¥
: World Prass Review
Immediately after the ballot, however, Vojvodina began its push for self-rule.
Yahoo! News/Kosovo
The new regional authorities sent a motion to the Serbian parliament demanding changes to
eight laws relating to Viojvodina's official language, trade surplus and agricultural land.
hitp:/fww ,“,:_iwpr,netfindcx.pl?archi\rc.fbcr!bcr_ZGG 10309 4 engtxt 17-03-01
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Meanwhile eight municipalities wi
an ! ICipalities with a redominantly Hungari i
for jaint finances ang institutions, " S Kipna IWPR gratefully acknowledges
N support from:
'S put pressure on Novi Saq to take a harder line wi i
( ine with Belgrade, and
latter that concessions would have to be made, Ry

:.llthgu.gh not in tgrgach of Serbian law, which does provide for Cooperation between
_ |lenl-:;lp‘enl aulhoptle_sl. newspapers in Belgrade interpreted the move by the Hungarian-
inhabited mun Icipalities as a further step towards autonomy.

| OMAAN SO
 BUFEORT OFFICE
Belgrade's hostility to fyl| autonom in mi
_ . Y became clear in mid-February when Nenad Canak, iyt e L .
President of the Vojvodina assembly and member of the DOS coalition, hinted a referendum PO LS S
might be called to ask the province's population what they thought about the issue.

_ Department for International
Kostunica's party was incensed. The DS sald a plebiscite was the first step towards Developmant UK (RFID)
Vojvodina's secession from Serbia, The European Union

- . ) Foundatis
Following the Mareh 2 vote in Navi Sad, DSS members from Vojvodina met Kostunica. The Ford Foundation

president's office refused to comment on the meeting, but the party's coordinator in the Freedom Forum

Province, Igor Kurjacki, said the autonomy question could not be settied before the status of ; .

Serbia within Yugoslavia was resolved. Oren Saclety Institute
Prass Now

"We have to observe certain constitutional procedures,” Kurjacki said. “The constitution Swedish International
requires changes in order to solve the current territorial and political situation.” Development and Cooperation
Agency (SIDA)

In other words, the whole issue should be put on haeld.

Canak takes a different view, “"Constitutional changes in Serbia make sense only if they
resolve the question of Vojvedina," he said

The people of Vojvodina are unlikely to be fobbed off. Most hark back to a “golden era"
between 1974 and 1989 when the province had its own constitution and econemic
independence. National income was equivalent to the more developed former Yugoslay
republics of Croatia and Slovenia, and higher than Serbia.

Since 1989, Vojvodina's finances have gone to Belgrade. The province's economy and
agriculture were virtually destroyed by the loss of traditional markets in Slovenia, Croatia and
Western Europe following the violent disintegration of the former Yugoslavia.

Opinion polls indicate 60 per cent of peaple blame the downturn on centralisation, A March
7 poll conducted by the Scan agency on behalf of the Vojvodina assembly's executive
council estimates 60 per cent favour full autonomy.

But Dr Stanko Pihler, a professor of law at Novi Sad University, believes this is a long way
off. The most influential political parties and leaders in Belgrade oppose autonomy for the
province, Pihler points out. The international community is also reluctant for this issue to
come onto the agenda.

Pihler believes the issue will rumble on for some time, while economic integration with the
rest of Europe will encourage decentralisation and develop Vojvodina as a European region.

Belgrade will no doubt accept some of the March 2 demands and achieve a compromise
with Vojvodina. But full autonomy is not on the cards, at least, not in the near future,

Mihajlo Ramae is a regular IWPR contributor.

top of page ~
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_I;'_rc?m: Dgspotovic Ruza <despot@wishmail.net>
" Nico /Neeltje Steijnen <n.h.van.holst@freeler.nl>; Jelle van der Meulen <jellevdmeulen@introweb.nl>;
Herman de TI Tolenaar <my636847@asianhistory.myweb.nl>; feddema <feddema@uwish.net>; Dolf Loth
Bk <loh@hesasd.nl>: <beentjes@ision.nl>; Annamiek Vermeulen <Speerpunt@wxs.nl>
EH!. maandag 12 maart 2001 12:56
Subject: Fw: [SIM] INTERNATIONAL APPEAL: STOP THE WITCH HUNT AGAINST SLOBODAN MILOSEVIC

—— Original Message —

From: "Miroslav Antic" <miroslav{@antic.org>

To: "BALKAN" <balkannews{@egroups com>, "SIEM NEWS" <news(@siem net>
Ce: "NSP" <STOP-NSP@lopica.com>, "Sorabia@Yahoogroups, Com®
<sorabia(@yahoogroups.com=>; "SIM" <sim@antic.org>: "SIM-LEgroups"
<srpskainformativnamreza@egroups com=

Sent: Menday, March 12, 2001 4:53 AM

Subject: [SIM] INTERNATIONAL APPEAL: STOP THE WITCH HUNT AGAINST SLOBODAN
MILOSEVIC

-

:}I‘ l'LIJIl}GHNT ACTION: PLEASE ADD YOUR NAME TO THIS INTERNATIONAL APPEAL TO STOP
> WITCH HUNT AGAINST SLOBODAN MILOSEVIC

= ( http://www srpska-mreza.com/action/appeal him )

=

>MARCH 10,2001

> We, the undersigned, wish (o register our disgust with and

= opposilion {o the planned trial ol former Yugoslav President Slobodan

> Milosevie by the current Serbian authorities at the request of the United

= States and its NATO partners

>
> While NATO's eriminal aggression against the people of

> Yugoslavia goes unpunished, and reparations go unpaid, we are witnessing
the

> repulsive spectacle of DOS ministers and ofTicials (the new regime in

= Belgrade) serving as judicial handmaidens to NATO's eniminal leaders and
> their illegal puppet court, the International Criminal Tribunal for the

> Former Yugoslavia (ICTY) at The Hague.

=

o We charge the ICTY and the American government with falsifying
= war crimes charges against President Milosevie solely for the purpose of
= manipulating public opinion against "the Serbs," justifying NATO's
barbaric

= 78-day campaign of lerror agamst Yugoslavia in 1999, and to deflect

= attention frem the bombing's horrific consequences. Meanwhile, the ICTY
has

= exonerated its NATO sponsors of responsibility for a host of
well-documented

= war crimes and crimes against humanity, including the deliberate
bombardment

= of vital civilian infrastructure, conspiraey to initiate a war of

> apgression, the lethal largeting of journalists, the use of anti-personncl

= weapons such as cluster bombs in areas of high civilian concentration, and
= bombing with the intent and effect of unleashing environmental

catastrophe.
> T
= Having cleared her NATO paymasters of eriminal responsibility

> for their deliberate bombing of Radio Television Scrbin (RTS) in Belgrade,
> which killed 16 journalists and support stafT, ICTY Chicf Prosecutor Carla
> Del Ponte now asseris that Mr. Milosevic and the RTS director, Dragoljub
> Milanovic, were culpable in these victims' deaths because they had been

= "notified in advance" that the facility would be bombed! Despite Del
Ponte's

> promises, no evidence to support these charges has been made public. Mr.
= Milanovic has been ordered detained by a Belgrade judge, a clear efforl by
~ the DOS forces to dignify Del Ponte's outrageous claim,

-
16-03-01



While some DOS s

. l> fully with the ICTY. others affect a different-.
or

pokesmen refer openly to the need 1o cooperale

sounding stance, calling
= prosecuting Mr. Milosey
"corruption,"

= and "war crimes." Byt their call
= nothing but "patriotic" fakery: a

icin a "Serbian trial," on charges of

for a domestic trial of Milosevic is
pathetic trick aimed at concealing their

Zown craven duplicity in carrymg out the orders of their foreign masters,

s

'1'/ the experience in Russin and the rest of Eastern Europe has shown bowing
- !

= Wl_:ﬂlcm pressure will never improve living standards; and imposing
political

> repression will only leave deep and long lasting scars on the national

= psyche.

=g

> Let it be known that we cat

Presi I ; cgorically reject the case against
resident Milosevie:

N

* Milosevic the so-called "cthnic cleanser” preached

> multinational unity, not nationalist intolerance. Lis famous 1989 speech
> that supposedly called for Serbs to shed Albanian blood actually said:
>"Yugoslavia is a multinational community and it can survive only under
> conditions of full cquality for all nations that live in it." The effort

lo

= prosecule Milosevic is an attack on all who suppert multinational unity.
> * Milosevie condueted no persceulion of Albanian civilians: he

> did not drive Albanians from Kosovo, except to clear civilians out of 2

zone

> of combat and bombing, Albanians who fled Kosovo fled NATO bombs and
ground

> combat between KLA rebels and Yugoslav federal troops. Some 100,000
Yugoslav

> Albanians lived peacefully in the Serbian capital of Belgrade throughout

the

= war, sullering no cthnic persecution.

> * The most notorious "atrocitics" for which Milosevic is

accused

= never happened: the 40 Albanians found dead in Racak were never "executed"
> but in fact were KLA troops killed in action in a variety of encounters,

> then laid out together in a ditch for the cameras. The 1500 bodics

= supposedly buried in the Trepea mines were never found. NATO specialists

= sent in to find proof of mass extermination of 100,000 Albanians in fact

> found only 2,800 bodies. And most of those were neither Albanian civilians

= nor even Albanians, but rather Serbs, Romas, Egyptians, Goranis and other

> victims of KLA atrocities,

o

> * Therc is no evidence whatsoever for the most preposterous

and

= recent charges: that Milosevic knew in advance of the bombing of the RTS
> television station in Belgrade but let 16 people die (o create oufrage

= against NATO, or that thousands of Albanians were stuffed into meat
grinders

= and disposed of in mineral mine-shafts in Mitrovica, etc,

- ]
=

would

> be nothing but a travesty of jusice, a contemporary "show-trial." Those
> W«:‘:Istcrn'[cndcrs Who pursue it put the lie to the claims that the United
> Nations is a defender of the sovereignty of nations, or that NATO is a

> defender of freedom, This witch hunt also exposes the leaders of the
present

> government in Yugoslavia as trajto,
> Scrbian nation and jts great histo
> including most notably the Nazis

A trial of Milosevic on these false and outrageous charges

rs to their own people who dishonor the
ry of resisting foreign invaders,
in World War Tl when the Serbs stood

alone

> against the Nazi onslaught,

>

> Crimes were committed in Yugoslavia - but not by Milosevie.
They

Page | of 3
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ere committed b

W 7
" = nuclear war that Sgegli{::a:;r;lt:;nd NATQ_ leaders who authorized a low-
" > 1he country contami geted civilians and lefi huge portions of

inated for the next 4.5 biil; ;
z from depleted uranium armaments X14.5 billion years with radioactivity

=

grade

Crime ; 5
> ignored their own rciﬁgtrﬂﬁ:ued by the American leaders who casually
declared tlion’s requirement that wars be formally

> by Congress and then violated
en violat : :
s g the UN Charter and numerous international

>

} : ; I
A erime will be committed if the twice-clected President of

i o a 3 ;
£ Scf[t_ale: is kidnapped lrnm‘ his own country and made to stand "trial” in an
artificially created, American-made "court” that goes under the

> [ancy-sounding name of an international tribunal.
>

= And a erime will be committed if the obedient, made in the USA

> government in Yugoslavia endangers the safety of President Milosevic in
any

>way that might allow gangsters or bounty-hunters o cash in on the 85

= million bounty posted by the US for delivering him into caplivity.

-

:i Slobodan Milosevic's real oflense was that he tried to keep

the

> 26 nationalities that comprisc Yugoslavia frec from US and NATO
colonization

= and occupation; his nation's resources, industries, and media from being
> stolen by multinational corporations; his nation's institutions from being
> controlled by US consultants and advisers. His real offense was to defend
> his nation's frecdom and sovereignty from a political "opposition” bought
> and paid for by the United States and installed into power by us
specialists

> in psychological operations, He and all those now under attack resisted

- Weslern colonization to the very end, even as American naval ships waited
= off the coast of Yugoslavia to ensure the "correct” results in

Yugoslavia's

= contested elections.

=

> Shame on those DOS leaders who consort and conspire with NATO
> politicians while secking to assign the blame for NATO's crimes on the
ve

> ;;uimic and progressive figures who did the most to fight NATO's

> nea-colonial aggression! In doing so, the DOS dishonors itself and

- descerates the memory of those who lost their lives to NATO war erimes.

> DROP ALL CHARGES AGAINST DRAGOLJUB MILANOVIC!
> STOP THE POLITICAL WITCH-HUNT AGAINST PRESIDENT MILOSEVIC
> AND ALL FORMER YUGOSLAYV LEADERS NOW!

> BRING THE NATO-KFOR WAR CRIMINALS TO JUSTICE!
> Barry Lituchy, New York City

> Jim Yarker, Toronto, Canada

} .

> TO JOIN: Please email your name, location (town, state and
country)

>

> to: action(@srpska-mreza.com

- |

-

=

>> Srpska Informativna Mreza

>

> owner-sim{@antic.org

= Lista: sim{@antic.org

>

> hitp://www.antic.org/News/

>
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From: Despotovic Ruza <despot@wishmail.net>

To: Tanja Magnee <tanja.magnee@planet.nl>; Ratko Nikolic <R_Nikolic@zonnet.nl>; Richard Branka
Novakovic <RICHARDENBEBA@PI.NET>; Nico /Neeltje Steijnen <n.h.van.holst@freeler.nl>; Ksenija
Sigulinski <sigu@worldonline.nl>; Jelle van der Meulen <jellevdmeulen@introweb.nl>; Jan Beentjes
<jbeentjes@mac.com>; Hans Hupkes <hans.hupkes@planet.nl>; feddema <feddema@wish.net>;
Dusanka Isakovic <isakovicd@zonnet.nl>; Dolf Loth <loh@hesasd.nl>

Sen!: zondag 8 oktober 2000 12:37
Subject: Fw: UPDATES to... Russia in Cahoots with New World Order (Again!) (TiM GW Bulletin 2000/10-3, Oct.
7, 2000)

--—- Original Message --—-

From: TiM Publisher

To: TiM GW Bulletins

Sent: Sunday, October 08, 2000 6:38 AM

Subject: UPDATES to... Russia in Cahoots with New World Order (Again!) (TiM GW Bulletin 2000/10-3, Oct. 7,

2000)

FROM PHOENIX, ARIZONA

Here are two additional UPDATES to our latest TiM Bulletin on the Yugoslav “revolution” - a “Wag the Dog”-type pre-arranged “palace coup,” in
which more than half a million Belgrade citizens were duped into acting as unpaid Hollywood extras (sce 7. Germany, Norway Also Poured Cash
into Kostunica/DOS’ and Opposition Media® Coffers, 8. U.S. TiM Reader Confirms “Palace Coup” Theory, and 9. Kostunica Invited to

Washingon.

To read the latest update and all of the above storics, just click (or double-click, depending on your computer) on the following Web address, and you'll
be able o see it in {ull color, along with accompanying images:

http://www.truthinmedia.org/Bulletins2000/1im2000-10-3.himl

NOTE: To cancel the e-mail editions of our reports, just reply REMOVE or UNSUBSCRIBE, followed by your ¢-mail address.

7. Germany, Norway Also Poured Cash into Kostunica/DOS’ and Opposition Media’ Coffers

An “Ostrich Revolution:” Serb Election Bought and Paid for by Western Funds

BERLIN, Oet. 7 - German Foreign Minister, Joschka Fischer, said in an interview with the Der Spiegel magazine that Germany had supported the
Yugoslav opposilion with millions of marks in financial aid, according to an Oct. 7 Reuters report.

Norway also said it had helped fund the Yugoslav opposition's election campaign, which led to victory by opposition candidate Vojislav Kostunica and

soon afterwards to the overthrow of strongman President Slobodan Milesevic.
Der Spiegel said around $30 million, mostly from the United States, was channeled through an office in Budapest.

Another 45 million marks ($20 million) from Germany and other Western states went o cities that were under opposilion control. Der Spiegel said the
Foreign Ministry sent around 17 million marks through 16 German towns, which also contributed.

A spokeswoman for the Foreign Ministry confirmed the figures. “It was not disguised but rather it was entirely normal financial aid from the budget,”
she said.

She said four million marks in media support went to Yugoslavia. She declined to identify which media outlets channeled the money, but Der Spiegel
said state broadcasters ZDF and Bayerischer Rundfunk were used. .

Der Spiegel also reported that Fischer, U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine Albright and some G-8 foreign ministers brought the Yugoslav opposition
together in Berlin on December 17. “We read the riot act to the opposition then and told them to get their act together,” it quoted one participant as

saying (sec “Cavorting with the Enemy, Dec. 23, 1999),

In Oslo, Foreign Ministry spokesman \!'ictor Roenneberg told Reuters the government had given “several million crowns” in financial aid to
Yugoslavia and provided supplies ranging from computer and communications equipment for the opposition's vote count to oil to oppusition-
conlrolled villages.

Norway also funded opposition-run newspapers, radio stations and Internet media, he said. Norwegian Foreign Minister Thorbjoern Jagland arrived in
Relgrade carly on Saturday and met with Kostunica, who was to be sworn in al a ceremony later in the day.

09-10-00
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As the TiM has alread .
- y reported (see ltem 1 above), the Norwegian president is due in Belgrade on Monday.

'TM Ed*: So I-he 3 % .

Yet my, now deE;f:ig?g;ﬁ&“g‘; .T"*;"l\\;hf?nl” turned out to be an election bought and paid for by the same countrics that bombed Scr&i;_]alft mﬁr.
: . riend, Vojislav Kostunica, kept denyi 1 i from anyone. ici €5

him a... (TiM readers should feel free to fill in the l:-Ia,nl-:s.‘;.l(m e s g

The Serb o ; o
erb ““demo farce” was then followed by a “Wag the Dog”™type pre-amanged “palace coup,” in whieh more than halfa million Belgrade citizens

were duped into acling as unpaid Hollywood-style extras.

Some o 1 " 3 o 6 . .
“Gslﬁg}:‘:-:;l:;s:;z;_»nguc s 1989 uprising has been dubbed a “velvet revolution.” Belgrade’s 2000 post-clection protest should be named an

"(I;SI;!:;;G?“ i}tﬁ;:::n Hollywood gets around to making the Yugoslavia sequel to the “Wag the Dog™ movie, its title will be already set.

(g:‘tf our carly warnings about the upcoming "demo farce," check out... American vs. Serbian "Demo Farce”, July 28, T oward Another "Red
o

: b‘bﬂ" Sep. 8, Washinglon Funds Serb Opposition Efforts , Sep. 19, Kostunica Leading Milosevic Eight Points, Sep. 26, and The Last Da of
er illj.

8. U.S. TiM Reader Confirms “Palace Coup” Theory

VIRGINIA, Qc.r. 7 - We received the following reaction to our first edition of this TiM Bullein from Ben Works, a Washington-based military analyst,
whom the TiM readers may recall from his previous contributions to TiM:

“Bob, "AV" (TiM Ed.: a Belgrade source) and I agree that we have seen the prestidigitation of a palace coup - coup de theatre co-opt the
peoples' revolution.

Charles Alverson's report was an insight-packed article. My friend J clena (in Beograd) was very angry about the destruction too. And most of
that went unreported in the news shows.

More and more it appears thal a palace coup de theafre has co-opted the revolution. The goveming class takes carc of itself first, last and
always.”

Ben Works, Virginia

9, Kostunica Invited to Washington

WASHINGTON, Oct. 7, 2000 - Yugoslavia President Vojislav Kostunica has been invited to Washington to deliver the keynote address at The
Yugoslavia Reconstruction Conference on November 13, according to today’s Business Wire report.

The conference will feature the latest information on reconstruction, development, trade, and investments in Yugoslavia. The European Union and the
United States have announced that sanctions will be lifled against Belgrade, resulting in substantial new trade and investments in numerous industrial
sectors. European govermnments are also expected 1o approve 82 billion for aid and reconstruction projects for Serbia.

The Yugoslavia Reconstruction Conference convenes one day before another major Washington conference on the region. The Southcastern Europe
Finance Conference, to be held November 14-15, will featurc a variety of public-scctor and private-sector financing available for the economic

development of the region and is expected to be opened by keynote addresses by the prime ministers of Macedonia, Croatia, Bulgaria, Albania, and
Moldova.

TiM Ed.: “Perpetual war for perpctual commerce: First you knock them down, then you build them up?” Ever heard that before? (check out this
writers 1999 wartime Washington speeches - ¢.g, http:ﬁww.lmthinmudia.uggggmnvaWar!dsx?d.hmd}.

Also, stand by fer a Kostunica-Clinton and/or Kostunica-Albright photo-op? Wonder what the Serb voters would think of their new president then?

NOTE: To cancel the e-mail editions of our reports, just reply REMOVE or UNSUBSCRIBE, followed by your e-mail address.

TRUTH IN MEDIA
Phoenix, Arizona
e-mail: publisher@truthinmedia.org

Visit the Truth in Media Web site http://www truthinmedia.org/ for articles on geopolitical affairs.
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Final results of presidential election

September 28, 2000

Second round of voting for president

Belgrade, September 28 (Tanjug) - The Federal Electoral Commission held a session
chaired by Borivoje Vukicevic, at which the final results of the federal presidential
election were determined.

It was evaluated that these elections were successfully carried out in democratic and
fair atmosphere. The Federal Electoral Commission had received no complaints from
any of the polling stations regarding the regularity of the presidential election, which
shows the high level of legality, that the Commission provided. Foreign observers'
very good impressions on just finished presidential and federal elections in FR of
Yugoslavia speak in favor of this evaluation.

The Federal Electoral Commission, at last night's session, adopted a Decision on
determining results of the federal presidential election.

According to the final results from 10,673 polling stations, from total of 7,249,831
registered voters, 5,053,428 voters or 69,7 percent voted. The percentage of invalid
ballots was 2,68.

The presidential candidates won the following number of votes:

" Miodrag Vidojkovic 46,421 or 0,92 percent

M Dr.Vojislav Kostunica 2,474,392 or 48,96 percent

- Slobodan Milosevic 1,951,761 or 38,62 percent

* Vojislav Mihailovic 146,585 or 2,90 percent

* Tomislav Nikolic 292,759 or 5,79 percent

On the basis of these results, the Federal Electoral Commission took note that none of
the candidates won the necessary majority of votes in the first round and that a runoff
presidential election will be held according to the law.

The two candidates with the highest number of votes - Dr.Vojislav Kostunica and
Slobodan Milosevic - will run in the second round.

The Federal Electoral Commission determined that the second round will be held on
Sunday, October 8, 2000.

Further steps to prevent election fraud
September 24, 2000

Condemnation of abuse of ballot papers

Belgrade, September 24 - The Yugoslav Central Electoral Commission, at yesterday's
session, presided by Borivoje Vukicevic, reviewed several problems from its field and
issued further instructions on the eve of tomorrow's voting.

The Yugoslav Central Electoral Commission informs public about foreign factors
who lead subversive activity against FRY, and that a plan has been hatched to
sabotage and compromise the presidential election in FRY. They have prepared a
number of ballots for the presidential election, which their stooges among the
Yugoslav people should drop in the ballot boxes, folded inside the regular ballot
papers.

They planned it, because, under election rules, in case there is a single ballot in a box
more than there were voters at that particular polling station, the polling must be

declared invalid.



In this way, a coy
thousands.

The Yugoslayv Electoral C
that the invigilators at the
voter in the presidential el

ple of hundred individuals could invalidate the will of hundreds of

omn_-jission has therefore, at yesterday's session, decreed
po[.lmg stations must check that the ballot paper of each

' ection is a single paper, with nothing folded in it.

The check will be made by each voter marking the ballot, folding it and then handing
1t over to an invigilator to see that it is a single paper, while not violating the secrecy
of the voting, and then droppi ng it in the box.

T_he Commission appealed to the people to respect the reasons that have made this
kind of control necessary.

At this session, the Commission reviewed several objections and adopted complete
composition of the Federal Electoral Commission and electoral commissions of
electoral precincts for the election of federal deputies to the Chamber of Citizens and
Chamber of Republics in the Yugoslav Parliament.

This composition will be published in "Official newspaper of FRY", Department for
information affairs of the Yugoslav Parliament stated.

Rules to be observed by all participants in electoral process
August 21, 2000

Belgrade, August 16 - At its session held on August 16, 2000 Supervisory Board for
the holding of election in 2000 set rules which should be observed by all participants
in the electoral process and on the basis of which Supervisory Board would evaluate
their behaviour. These rules are:

1. Political parties, candidates, management bodies, organs of public opinions and
other participants in the electoral process should contribute with their responsible and
correct behaviour during pre-electoral and election activities, that elections in 2000 be
held in democratic atmosphere.

2. All participants in electoral process are obliged to respect constitutionality, legality
and ethics of public statements, as well as civilized behaviour and public appearance
which excludes insults, slanders, telling lies and half-truth, disdain of person, offence
of man's dignity, children abuse, for political purposes and other forms of
manipulations.

3. Organs of public opinion are obliged to inform citizens on time, completely and
truthfully, about all facts of significance for carrying out election and enable them to
inform objectively on pre-electoral activities of political parties and candidates.

4, Organs of public opinion are obliged to enable political parties - submitters of lists
and candidates, equal appearance in the frame of same daily terms, i.e. columns, in
accordance with concluded agreements on number and duration of radio and TV
programs for equal representing of candidates for president of the Republic and for
federal deputies in Chamber of Citizens and Chamber of Republics of the Federal
parliament.

5. Participants in electoral process in public appearances are not allowed to call to
violence, stir spreading of ethnic, religious, racial and political hatred and intolerance,
or to inequality of sexes.

6. Organs of public opinion are obliged to separate real reporting from promotion of
some political party or candidate, in order to prevent media manipulations and
uncritical joining in pre-electoral campaign, during regular reporting on current
events.



7. All radi i
All radio and TV Programs, in other words columns in other organs of public

opinion, which are intended for representi - : :
: esenting political part
must be clearly marked. P g political parties and candidates as such,

8. Political convictions and event

g ual belonging to political parties are not allowed to
appear in carryin .

{ g out journalist and editor works in organs of public opinion.

9. Joymallsts and editors in organs of public opinion who are candidates in the
electlgns can not participate in direct editorship and realizing of program and in
reporting on pre-electoral campaign and elections.

10. All participants in election process are obliged to make it possible journalists to
perform their tasks professionally and undisturbedly.

11. Organs of public opinion are obliged to enable public facing of the representatives
of submitters of election lists and candidates.

12. Organs of public opinion should not use entertaining, art, scientific, educational,
sport and similar programs and columns for presentation of candidates and their
political and party programs.

13. It is not allowed that organs of public opinion, during pre-electoral activities and
election, announce special additions with messages, which include hidden elective
propaganda in favor or against some political parties or candidates.

14. Electronic media and other organs of public opinion are not allowed, during
electoral campaign, to publish annotations which in unobjective and bias way favour
or disdain participants in elections and in that way influence on voters' choice.

15. Electronic media and other organs of public opinion are not allowed to transmit,
broadcast or rebroadcast foreign informative programs and parts by which principles
and criterions, which apply to domestic means of information, are being violated.

16. Reporting, in organs of public opinions, on activities of state organs and organs of
local self-rule autonomy are not allowed to use for political purposes.

17. Organs of public opinions are allowed to publish facts about personal lives of
candidates, at elections, only with their agreement.

18. It is not allowed publishing of candidates' statements or representatives of political
parties in organs of public opinions out of basic context in which they are given, nor
putting those statements in unsuitable context, and also other forms of abuse and
manipulations of statements,

19. It is not allowed fixing and malicious publishing of any authentic digital, video,
photo and tone records and using of other tricks by which it is possible to influence on
voters' choice.

20. Usual ethics, aesthetic, technical and other professional criterions and normative
should apply to informative materials and propaganda video clips of political parties
and candidates,

21. During use of informative-propaganda material in pre-electoral activity (posters,
labels, advertisements and other) regulations about places, permitted for their hanging
up must be respected and prevent destroying of monuments of culture and other
public and private objects.

22. Organizations which broadcast radio and TV programs (whose founders are not
state, members of the republic, province, city or municipality), and intend to represent
submitters of electoral lists and candidates for federal elections, are obliged to,
together with representatives of submitters of electoral lists, in accordance with these
Rules, bring rules, by which equal representation of those candidates would be
provided.
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24. Organs of public opinions are obliged to publish now and on the whole the rules,

\ghlch sﬁould be observed by all participants in electoral process on the basis of which
upervisory Board would evaluate their behaviour.
Unauthorized translation

Sokolj Chuse: Difficult conditions of voting in Kosovo and
Metohija

September 28, 2000

Pristina, September 27 - President of Peace Union Board, Sokolj Chuse has stated
today that this Board, as coalition of three Albanian political parties - Democratic
Reform Party of Albanians, Democratic Initiative of Kosovo and National Party of
Kosovo and Metohija, and also ethnic communities from Kosovo and Metohija -
Turks, Muslims, Romanies, Egyptians, Gorani - under very difficult conditions, in
circumstances of constant threats of KFOR and UNMIK and ethnic Albanian
extremists, successfully participated at Yugoslav elections.

At the press conference in Pristina, Chuse stressed that citizens of Kosovo and
Metohija who do not support terrorists and who plead for multiethnic Kosovo and
Metohija, national and religious tolerance, order, peace and restoring economic
activities, showed positive courage participating at Yugoslav elections. Chuse
categorical concluded that conditions for voting were not adequate, and if they had
been better, citizens' response would be much greater. Because of that, achieved
results are especially valuable.

In Prizren's district, instead of planned 28 polling stations, because of the local
objective situation, only eight was opened.

According to the knowledge and information of Central and municipal headquarters
of Peace Union Board, preliminary data on voting, at which participated more than 35
000 of voters, mostly Albanians, were given

| am impressed with the way the elections were held
September 26, 2000

Elections in FR Yugoslavia

Belgrade, September 26th - 1 have been included in electoral processes all my life, I
was very impressed with the way the elections were held at the polling places I
visited. I saw a very civilized atmosphere in which people expressed their electoral
will. I would especially emphasize that I did not see any policemen at the poling
places. Everything was regular, 1 did not hear any complaints from any _of the political
parties’ representatives. It was a normal civilized process in a democratic country.
Elections were held according to the international democratic standards and regarding
this I was assured that the elections were fair and regular. I think that citizens who
voted can be proud because they participated in a very democratic process, Kris
Sparou, an observer from the USA and a member of Democratic Party said for
Serbian Broadcasting Corporation (RTS).
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September 20, 2000

The continuance of US administration's subversive activities

New York, September 19th (Tanjug) - The opening of the US "Office for Yugoslavia®
In Budapest is an open demonstration of force, pressure and brutal interference in the
mterflal aff"al‘rs of a sovereign state by the outgoing US administration, the Yugoslav
Foreign Ministry said in a protest to the UN Security Council.

The protest, addressed on the occasion of the opening of the "Office”, headed by a US
ambassador, on August 15th, was distributed today at the Palace of Nations as a
General Assembly and Security Council document.

The "Office" has a personnel of 30 employees of various profiles, including members
of the CIA, the National Security Council, the Pentagon, USAID and other similar US
agencies. According to US officials, its main task is to help the opposition in Serbia
and Yugoslavia and to influence the will of the voters ahead of the upcoming
elections.

It openly means founding and financing various pro-American and pro-NATO
organizations in FRY s termitory, financing opposition parties and so-called
independent media, directing the work of American secret services and US media in
reporting on FRY, as well as coordinating the US network and activities in the region
of southeastern Europe against the legitimate government and constitutional
institutions of FRY.

This "Office" is in fact the center for subversive actions like similar centers founded
in Segedin, Temisvar, Sofia, Skoplje, Tirana and Zagreb.

With this act, the US administration practically pursues its last year's unsuccessful
aggression on Yugoslavia, using subversive and spying activities inadmissible in
international relations. It also endorses separatism and terrorism, fans dangerous
aspirations in the region and violates international law.

The opening of the "Office" and its proclaimed tasks constitute a glaring violation of
the US commitment to the UN Charter, the Vienna Conventions on diplomatic
relations, the UN Declaration principles regarding relations and cooperation among
states of October 24th 1970, and other international documents.

The Office activities and Hungary's acceptance of the use of its territory for activities
against a third country also constitute a direct violation of the GA Resolution 54/168
of December 17th 1999, on the respect of national sovereignty and non-interference in
internal affairs of states as regards electoral process. It particularly violates its
paragraph 5, which stipulates that all states must refrain from financing political
parties or groups i other states or undertaking any actions undermining their electoral
processes.

The Hungarian government's acceptance and endorsement of the opening of the
"Office" is a precedent in international relations, and raises the question of whether
such acts are in line with the principles of good-neighborly relations and of the OSCE
that Hungarian government allegedly supports. This act is reminiscent of the time
when Budapest, albeit in different circumstances and under the influence of other
powers, also served as a center for pressures and subversive activities against

Yugoslavia.
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USs ad;gizis;?:ag'gzei?igem ﬂ'l_OSt_stroneg protests against such illegal activities of the
openly interfering in 'y € tﬁl‘l‘ltqnles. of Hungaryl and other states, with the aim of
SFitorial St ri? n ugoslawa_z s internal afﬁvasrs,r endangering its sovereignty and
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pects the Security Council to most strongly condemn such conduct and to urge the

US adrqlntstration to abide by the UN Charter, its international commitments and
international law, the Ministry document says.

"Tanjug": Solana's trick
September 28, 2000
Making lies at spying center

Belgrade, September 27 (Tanjug) - In Brussels - European seat of NATO alliance,
former Secretary-General of that military alliance, and now E.U. high representative
for fc_:rexgn policy, well known as Serb hater, Xavier Solana, immediately before
elections in FRY, at CIA's initiative, opened special office for following political
situation in FR of Yugoslavia, which is one more link in apparently spying-
propaganda circle around Serbia and FR of Yugoslavia, systematically created, under
the sponsorship of the USA, during last summer.

After director of American intelligence service George Tenet finished his suddenly,
mysterious, Balkan tour, in August this year, chain of opening of spying-propaganda
centers in Budapest, Sophia, Bucharest and Tirana began.

In that center, luxuriously equipped, in space bigger than 600 square meters - more
than a hundred experienced spies and propagandists, who during Gulf war and later
during NATO aggression on FRY in informative editorial offices of CNN, CBS, NBC
and several TV stations, manufactured news and in that way directly influenced on
west public opinion, are engaged so far.

Solana and his assistants, during elections, were in constant relation with KFOR and
OSCE headquarters and nongovernmental organizations' net which American
magnate of Hungarian descent George Soros finances in FR of Yugoslavia.

CIA invested five million dollars in forming that office, the strongest spying bastion
towards FR of Yugoslavia.

World: Elections - confirmation of country's democratic
choice

September 26, 2000

Elections conducted in a democratic way

Moscow, Beijing, Paris, Rome, London, New York, September 25th (Tanjug) -
Elections in Yugoslavia are widely followed by the world media. It is marked that the
elections went without any irregularities which might be fatal for their final outcome
Itar-TASS Agency was constantly reporting on the elections and the general
constatation is that they went without any serious incidents or slips.

All leading Moscow media have reported the statement of the Russian State Duma
observing mission chief Konstantin Kosacov, who also marked that the elections were
completely regular.

Respectable Chinese journal "Guangmin ribao" in a large article on the elections
emphasizes open interference and pressures of the West on electoral process in
Yugoslavia.




zgjn?ﬁézefii llsurfcllal;eports_that more than 200 observers from more than 50
N wed the elections. It als'o marks that the observers from NATO
: ies which bombarded Yugoslavia were refused.
fel'g“:}{ Plress_ and.electronic media have given great attentipn to the preside‘ntial and
eral elections in Yugoslavia and local elections in Serbia. They emphasize that
great number of people went to the poling places where they patiently waited even an
hour in order to do their citizens duty.
French television has, early in the morning, broadcasted live the voting of Yugoslav
pr_§51dent and president of Serbian Socialist Party Slobodan Milosevic with his wife
Mira Markovic. The couple voted in the presence of a large number of domestic and
foreign journalists. Milosevic afterwards said that he expected lasting stability and
even quicker economic development after the elections.
French journals including "Le Figaro" emphasize that elections went peacefully and
regularly without citizens' complaints and that a large nu mber of young people voted
at these elections, which was not the case in the past.
Most of the German media reported that the elections went smoothly and almost
without incidents, but they did not want to give any predictions on the outcome of the
elections.
Even "Deutche Welle" television, which unlike ARD and ZDF is under the direct
control of the German state, said that "on the whole it was all completely regular".
"Junge Welt" has strongly criticized the European Union because of its interference in
the elections in Yugoslavia, emphasizing that the issue is about "quasi-colonial
interests of EU".
Australian media gave great attention to yesterday's elections in Yugoslavia judging
that it was decisive voting.
Vienna journal "Standard" pointed out that the voting went "without larger incidents,
in an unexpectedly peaceful atmosphere". The journal reported that since these were
the decisive elections, large number of citizens was already at the poling places early
in the morning.
Elections gained great publicity in Great Britain. The analyses emphasize the great
number of voters, which is interpreted as one more confirmation of democratic choice
of Yugoslav citizens.
London " The Guardian" says "importance which citizens give to these elections is
felt everywhere".
Analyses in British press suggest that, regardless of the final electoral results, the only
real losers are various separatists, because the importance given to yester_day's
elections confirms that the West and the international community recognize only FR
Yugoslavia as sovereign whole state. Apart from that fact, there is not much left of
western policy towards Yugoslavia. . .
Front pages of the Italian press are full of reports on the elections. They are described
as extremely important not only for FRY, but for the Ba]ifans as well.
Reports from all journals in Greece mark that polls went in a democratic atmosphere
and that a large number of citizens voted.
This impression, the journal "Eskusia" writes, was confirmed by Gree?: observers who
did not find any major irregularities at poling places, nor anything which could deny
that the job was well done. _ )
Everything was completely peaceful and in democratic 'atmosphel‘e, Papu]J as said. He,
according to "Eskusia”, repeated in Belgrade that sanctions s_,hould be lifted.
The chief of the German observing group, Hano Harnish, Sqtd for the German agency
DPA that the elections were democratic and that they went ina peaceful atmosphere.
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Yugoslav government message to Millennium Summit
September 08, 2000

Disastrous effects of globalization

New York, September 7th (Tanjug) - The government of the Federal Republic of
Yugoslavia today sent a message to the Millennium Summit of the United Nations,
underscoring a strong appeal for joint efforts to strengthen the role of the United
Nations and protect its prestige and authority from the onslaught of force, arrogance
and uniformity of thought.

The message reads as follows (official translation): The Millennium Summit of the
United Nations is one of the most representative political gatherings in the history of
international relations. It provides a unique opportunity to reaffirm all that has proved
itself good and successful in the activity of the world organization so far, as well as to
identify the new challenges facing mankind at the threshold of the new millennium.
The Government of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia considers that only by joint
efforts of all member-States it is possible to ensure that the 21st century be stable,
prosperous and just for all peoples of the world.

The Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, as a founding State of the United Nations, will
continue to render its contribution to a faster and more efficient realization of these
noble goals and for that purpose, is ready to cooperate openly and equitably with all
States and peoples sharing this approach to the future of the world.

The expectations with which mankind looks at the change of the two millennia are
conditioned not only by the rarity of the event, but also by a profound feeling that the
preceding epoch as a whole has resulted in the triumph of human mind and skills,
which contributed to overall progress. Great hopes and expectations, however, have
been blurred by a singular paradox in which the world suddenly found itself.

The epochal technological progress and the realization of the undreamed-of
possibilities of development have not been followed by appropriate transformations in
the political and social superstructure. On the one hand, we have been witness to an
unstoppable current of the process of integration, accelerated by new technologies and
the improvement of the means of communication. On the other, sovereign countries
are being broken up, precisely those countries that, by their multiethnic and multi-
cultural being constitute the most natural basis for broader integrations.

Following the end of the so-called Cold War, international relations have not
developed in the direction of progress and democratization, but of the suppression of
equality and the strengthening of tendencies of hegemonism and unipolarity.

The balance of fear has not been replaced by equitable cooperation and development,
but by a doctrine of interventionism, limited sovereignty, which brought about the
weakening of the influence and the erosion of the reputation of the world

organization. Instead of developing itself according to the criteria of tested values and
principles, the civilization is overshadowed by the threat of the use of force-military
and economic-financial.

This has, in essence, resulted in having the rich becoming richer and the poor
becoming poorer. Neo-colonialism is being advanced under the aegis of the so-called
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e able principles c.:f international law, such as sovereignty and non-
erierence in internal affairs of States, sovereign equality of States and the right of

free and unhindered development.

%‘{he aggression of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) on the F ederal

. epublic of Yugoslavia last year outside and against the will of the Security Council

is the greatest thref‘at to the future of the United Nations and international law in

general and constitutes a crime against peace and humanity.

Although committed against a small country, the NATO aggression had global goals:
to seta precedent and legalize military interventions contrary to the Charter of the
United Nations; to have NATO, as a typical regional organization, impose itself upon
the United Nations and to have might impose itself upon the right; to demonstrate the
domination of the United States of America in Europe and ensure its role of world
policeman; to threaten peace and stability in Europe. The NATO aggression caused
directly thousands of civilian lives and material destruction in excess of US$100
billion, which the perpetrators must make up for.

In this way NATO has discredited and presented itself as a danger for Europe, Asia
and the world.

The same factors that spearheaded the aggression are continuing it now by other
means: economic sanctions, support for separatism in Kosovo and Metohija and the
Republic of Montenegro, spreading disinformation through their media and engaging
in subversive activities against the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia.

This discredits them further as enemies of peace and stability and allies of separatism
and terrorism from Taiwan to Gibraltar, from Tierra del Fuego to Cape of Good Hope.
Illegal military interventions and collective punishments of nations through the
imposition of one-sided illegal economic and political sanctions have become also a
typical instrument in the drive to bring about blind servility to one center of power.
Sanctions constitute the most massive form of violation of human rights today. More
than one half of mankind, primarily the poorer one, is under various forms of
sanctions imposed illegally by the richest countries.

Yugoslavia is, no doubt, a victim of hegemonism, interventionism and the
neocolonialist concept of NATO, spearheaded by the United States of America.

By incitement to separatism, the former Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia was
broken up by force. The Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, the country that continued
its international legal personality, was the first to have sanctions imposed, its people
were made to suffer and the incitement to separatism and terrorism in its territory was
continued.

It was blackmailed by the so-called "Rambouillet Agreement" and finally, in 1999,
NATO committed an armed aggression. Rambouillet was a classic case of ultimatum,
the acceptance of which would have meant the occupation of the country and the
hand-over of the fate of the people and the country to the foreigner, to NATO in this
particular case. It is quite clear now that what the United States administration had
prepared behind the back of its partners would not be acceptable to any sovereign
country in the world. The Government of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia is duty-
bound to warn also on this occasion that the problems in the province of Kosovo and
Metohija have been created through a systematic violation of United Nations Security
Council Resolution 1244, cooperation of UNMIK and KFOR with Albanian

separatists and terrorists, the violation of the sovereignty and territorial integrity of the
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;g: vital interests of Yugoslavia, but also of the entire region
Etrtldelz the auspices of int_emationai forces (KFOR and UNMIK) over 5 000 terrorist
pegi};sh\i‘;febfﬁlﬂegogr:;tﬁd Olg Otheb d14 months, primarily against the Serbs, over 1 100
enprelled. ) abducted and over 360 000 non-Albanians were
UNM];K and _KFOR have thus brought grist to the mill to the concept of "Great
Albania", which threatens peace and stability in the entire Balkans and amounts to
attempts to dangerously involve the world Organization in a policy diametrically
opposed to the goals of the United Nations.

The government of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia has therefore requested the
United Nations Security Council to terminate the mandate of UNMIK and KFOR,
directly responsible for the violation of Resolution 1244, expansion of terrorism,
international organized crime, massive destruction of cultural monuments, violation

- of basic human rights, for chaos and general lawlessness.

The Federal Republic of Yugoslavia has carried out all its obligations from Security
Council Resolution 1244. It has prepared a contingent of military and police
personnel for highly-professional engagement and insists on its immediate
deployment in the Province in accordance with the said Security Council resolution.
The solution in Kosovo and Metohija - an autonomy with equality of all residents and
ethnic communities within Serbia and the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia - is
possible to reach only through dialogue between representatives of all national
communities and States. All this indicates that certain powers and groups devise
technology for provoking the so-called "controlled" destabilizations, even regional
conflicts.

Overt incitement to separatism and terrorism, therefore, by protagonists of the
doctrine of a unipolar world in order to destabilize sovereign States constitutes one of
the greatest threats to peace and stability on our planet.

The Government of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia pledges its support to
building a system of international peace and security on the basis of democratic
principles and equality of all countries and peoples. In that system, there must be no
domineering centers of power and decision-making, either one or many.

It should be based on unity of diversity, on equitable and free use of all possibilities
for achieving progress, on mutual cooperation and comprehending the world as a
whole in which equal rights of all are respected. Yugoslavia is for a world of the
equal, for the United Nations which is a true guarantor of international peace and
security, for a world of democracy and equality of all, for the freedom of choice.

This vision calls for the following: - clear and strong affirmation and respect of the
basic principles of the Charter of the United Nations and international law; - reform of
the United Nations, with an emphasis on the crucial role of the Security Council and
its primary responsibility for peace and security; - opposition to all attempts to
establish exclusive groups and clubs, the activity of which diminishes the role and
influence of the world Organization; - respect for the right to a free choice of the road
of one's own, without pressure and interference in internal affairs, as well as full
sovereignty over economic and other interests of every country; - disarmament and
equal security for all, as well as opposition to the one-sided strengthening of military
potentials of individual States.
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ons and for respect for vital interests of all countries and
peoples.
Aﬁirmmg itself ina la‘rge number of countries of Africa, Asia and Latin America, as a
rellgble partner with rich experience, technology and first-class professionals in
various ﬁtelds of human activity, the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia is ready to
m&enmfy its efforts, in cooperation with the United Nations, other specialized
international organizations and the Government of those countries, to bring about
general progress.
The defence of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia from NATO has been a universal
achievement of the freedom-loving world and an encouragement to all countries and
peoples aspiring to freedom, equality and progress.
In order to safeguard and enrich the achievement, to transpose it into the world of
freedom and progress for all and not only for a privileged minority, it is necessary
that, by joint efforts, we strengthen the United Nations and protect its prestige and
authority from the onslaught of might, arrogance and the uniformity of thought.

Sara Flounders: U.S. infernal plan at the bottom of the seizure
of Trepca

August 24, 2000

New York, August 22 - Brutal seizure of Trepca mining complex by armed KFOR
troops according the scenario of the middleman's foundation Soros, conceals an
infernal U.S. plan to put one of the most valuable mines in the Balkans under the
control of U.S. corporations.

This accusation was made by the co-manager of the biggest American anti-war
movement International Action Center, Sara Flounders.

In the latest statement issued by the International Action Center seat in New York,
Flounders reveals plans that were at the bottom of the attack and the theft of Trepca.
"The seizure of Trepca is a theft of an important industrial complex built by the
efforts and investments of Yugoslav people", it is stressed in the analysis of the
Action Center co-manager.

Flounders accuses NATO of being the U.S. military arm used to put Trepca under the
control of American corporations. The first step was to turn it over to a consortium of
private companies.

Consortium ITT Kosovo Ltd. is a joint venture of U.S., French and Swedish
companies. Key partner in this consortium is the U.S. company Morrison Knudsen
International. In July Morrison Knudsen merged with Raytheon Engineers and
Constructors, a major military contractor that makes Patriot missiles and radar
equipment for the Pentagon, Flounders reminds. This is an enormously lucrative deal
for the companies involved.

According to the U.S. scenario ITT Kosovo Ltd. will administer Trepca, appoint
executives and a board of directors and skim the greatest profit from every possible
deal.

Sara Flounders says that those Ethnic Albanians who hold illusions that they will
benefit from the seizure of Trepca should take a look at the plans made by George
Soros and his middleman’s organization, the so-called International Crisis Group
which is behind the seizure of the Kosovo and Metohija mines.

These plans show that there will be no room for ethnic Albanians in the future
operating of Trepca, since these foreign investors plan to use a small workforce.
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1t was precisely this International Crisis Group that was created with the aim of
changing the borders of the Balkans under the NATO model, which had the task to
perform the U.S. infernal plan for the seizure of Trepca, Flounders underscores,

She reminds that U.S. journalist reporting from Paris Diana Johnstone revealed in her
February 28 text that Soros' International Crisis Group has openly called on Bernard
Kouchner to take over the management of Trepca and to use the pretext of alleged
environmental hazards.

The Soros group stressed that the take over should happen before elections in
Yugoslavia so that the Belgrade leadership could be blamed for the loss of Trepca,
Sara Flounders stresses.
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Subject:  Yugoslav elections

The Global Reflexion Foundation contributes, according to her ability, to
the distribution of information on international issues that in the media
does nol recieve proper allention or is presented in a distorted way, We
receive information from different sources, that does not necessary reflect
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Wednesday, September 27, 2000
1. Election Report from Tanjug

2. International Observers Say Elections Were "Free and Fair"

3. Early Election Results: Big Defeat for U.S. Filth Column Taetics - by
Jared Israel

4. NATO Game-Plan: Deslabilize Yugoslavia - by George Szamuely

5. Despite all, many stay true to Milosevie - by Lutz Kleveman

6. Yugoslavia Afler Milosevic - by Lord Owen.

7. U.S. House Approves $500 Million for Serb Opposition
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Election Report [rom Tanjug.

BELGRADE, Sep 26 (Tanjug).- The Federal Electoral Commission held a
session Tuesday chaired by Borivoje Vukicevic and announced the lirst
preliminary resulls of Yugoslav presidential election on the basis of
resulls processed so far for 10,153 polling stations.

Tumoul was 64.16 percent, or 5,036,478 out of the tolal electorate of
7,848,818. The live presidential candidates won the following number off
voles:

- Miroljub Vidojkovic 40,765 or 0.80 percent
- Vojislav Kostunica 2,428,714 or 48.22 percent
- Slobodan Milosevic 2,026,478 or 40.23 percent
- Vojislav Mihailovie 130,598 or 2.59 percent
- Tomislav Nikolic 256,876 or 5.10 percenl
Invalid ballots - 3.03 percent

According to thesc figures, a runofT presidential election is expected to
be held.

According 1o the preliminary results of the federal parliamentary
elections, the distnibution of seals is as [ollows:

Chamber of Cilizens:

- DOS (Democratic Opposition of Serbia) - 59

. SPS-JUL (Socialist Party of Serbia, Yugoslav Lefl) - 44

- §NP (Socialist National Party) - 28

- SRS (Serbian Radical Party) - 3

- SN (Serbian People's Party) - 2

Twao seats will go to SPO, DZVM or 83, depending on final resulls.

Chamber of the Republics:
28-09-00



= DOS (Democratic Opposition ol Serbia) - 10

- SP-JUL (Socialist Party of Serbia, Yugoslay Left) - 7

- SRS (Serbian Radical Party) -2
- SPO (Serbian Renewal Movement) - |
- SNS (Serbian People's Party) - |

The final results will be made

public within the deadline set b
the Comimission said. e
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Contradicting Western Leaders, International Observers Say Elections Were
"Free and Fair"

BELGRADE, Sep. 26 - Contradicting weslern leaders, a group of 210
international observers from 54 countries has issued a statement in which
it says the Yugoslav elections were generally "free and fair." Flere arc
excerpts [rom a press release we have just received from Belgrade:

"The 210 international observers from 54 countries who have come to
Yugoslavia to monilor the clections have among them current and {ormer
parliamentarians, representatives from political parties and organizations,
as well as scholars, journalists and activists. They have been able to view
the electoral activitics from rallics to the aclual voting on September 24
and many have taken the opportunity meet with the leaders of various
political parties and the different presidential campaigns.

The observers fecl strongly that they have had free, unobstructed aceess to
the relevant activilies, and particularly to the voling al the 24 when
observers visited polling stations in different parts of Yugoslavia,
including Montenegro and Kosovo.

In Montenegro, the 20 foreign observers witnessed an overall atmosphere of
intimidation of the voters, originating from the povernment of Mr. Milo
Djukanovic which is boycotting the elections. Everywhere there were huge
billboards telling people not fo vote. These had the appearances of

threats: "Don't vole or else..."

Some of those who did vote, told the observers that they felt voling was
risky for them, and could lead to the loss of jobs and other forms of
harassment, as the polling slations were watched by the police and cameras
not belonging 1o the media were pointed at the citizens coming lo vote.

In one poll, Serbian refugees from Kosovo told the observers that hundreds
of them had been lefl off the voters' lists, although they had the

necessary documentation 1o be able to vote. (This situation was brought to
the attention of the Montenegrin Electoral Commission and a more detailed
report will be forwarded to the Federal Electoral Commission of Yugoslavia.)

The observers note that the voting process overall was orderly and smooth
although it involved three separate ballots with multiple choices. The
voling process, in the opinion of many, was equal or superior to the ones
in their own countries.

The observers lcel strongly that the so-called "international community”
has been abusive of Yugoslavia and democratic principles, in declaring
weeks ahead that the election will be "rigged." and heaping constant abuse
at the authoritics in Yugoslavia who are trying to carry out a complicated,
multi-level election in stressful conditions. This abuse has continued

afler the election, with leaders of Western countrics declaring only a few
hours afler the election that Mr. Vojislav Kestunica had won, as if they
would have had privileged access to the voling results!

The observers leave Yugoslavia with a heightened respeet for the integrity
of the political process in the country. From what we have seen and heard,
we believe that the results will truly reflect the will and the wishes of

~n
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Early Election Results: Big Defeat for U.S. Fifth Column Tactics

by Jared Israel (9 -26-2000)

Below werhav_c reprinted the preliminary Election Commission relurns, as
poslr;d by Tanjug, ll?e Yugoslav news agency. The amazing thing is that
despite every sort of meddling, the U.S, has failed to bring down the

Yugoslav government. Indeed, the govermment coalition now has a majorily in
both houses of Parliament, which govern'Yugoslavia.

[' his c]cclion has been quite something. Everyone admits that the
dcmolcraUc" opposition is massively funded by US government agencics. The

only difference between this funding and what the CIA used to do in the
1950s, 1960s and 1970s is that in this case some of the funding is open.

But some of it is not so open, with money smuggled into Yugoslavia in
suitcases full of cash (1)

The U.S. has subjected the Yugoslav people to the most extreme kind of
intimidation. The 6th fleet is off the shore of Croatia conducting
"mancuvers”. Remember, Yugoslavia has been subjected to aftacks by the
U.S. and its allies and proxy forces for ten years, including 78 days of
bombing. So the people have reason to be concerned about the 61h flect.
While holding this military stick over Yugoslav heads, the West has
promised to lift sanctions and embrace Yugoslavia, if only the Yugoslavs

get rid of Milosevich. This is a false promise. Several recent articles on
Emperor's Clothes ( www.tenc.nel ) deal with the punitive {reatment
Yugoslavia could expect if the US government gets its local agents in power.

Today, the US House of Representatives voled ta give the "independent
democratic” opposition $105 MILLION to continue what the U.S. press is now
calling its "populist" struggle. Not bad. They get 1o be populists plus
millions of dollars to line their pockels beeause nofe that this money is
not going lo solve the problems of ordinary Yugoslavs, it is going to
reward "demoeratic” opposition organizations and individuals. It is bribe
money. The U.S. Establishment likes to get something for its bribes, in
this case political control.

$105 million is a lot of money in Yugoslavia. First of all, i's a small
country with 1/25th of the U.S. population. And it is very poor, compared
to the U.S. 5150 (US) a month is an OK salary in Yugoslavia; you can live
on $150 about as well as someone making about $2000 in the U.S.

So 1o get an idea of the cffect of $105 million in U.S. terms, multiply by
25 (for population) and 13.333 (for salary.) This means that in equivalent
US dollars, Congress just voted to pay $35 BILLION to the "independent”
opposition.

So the U.S. government is holding out a big (though entirely deceptive)
carrot and a big stick. What a spirit of resistance, that under these
circumslances the Yugoslavs would give a majority of seats in both houses
of Parliament to the parties the U.S .wants them to dump. This spirit of
resistance is what the U.S. and Germany have been trying fo destroy for ten
long years. Indeed, Germany has been trying to break the Serbian spirit for
a hundred years, if not more.

Parliamentary Retumns

The most important elections arc those for the two houses of Parliament.
There, the Government Coalition of the Socialist Party, the JUL and
Montenegrin SNP have gained an absolute majority in Parliament.

Presidential Returns Give Kostunica a Plurality, Requiring 2 Runoff Election

In the Presidential race, the Election Commission returns give both
Milosevich and Kostunica under 40 and 48% respectively. Since both are
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under 50%, a run-off is required.

Buta run-off

e mf}::ﬁ'f:: be bad for the DOS. Milosevich will most likely fare

b d_an he did in round one. Why? For one thing, he will

ittt e ebq :_ 1‘3?\ Pﬂl’t)c' vole. More imporfant, many of the more

Bk bt ;’1 .b idn't vote in round one because they didn't want to vote

et 1eh, but they will vole for him in round two because they sec
ca’s f:oaltllon ag tied to the U.S. Koslunica's absolute numbers may

20 up, but his percentloeas of the total could well go down.

[f:ﬁ ltJh-S- has a probicrm. Even if Kostunica were to win the Presidential
vo t]=, hc government is CDljtlTO“Cd by Parliament, and Parliament is solidly
in the hands of the Governing coalition. Therefore the US is using its

"democratic” opposition o iry and destabilize the situation and bring the
government down.

Diindjic Attacks Oflicial Returns, Followed by Kostunica

At ap_l?roxjmalcly 3:00 Eastern U.S. time Democratic Parly leader Zoran
Dyindjic publicly attacked the Election Commission retums, claiming they
were false. He provided no evidence. This is consistent, of course. Prior
{o the elections, Djindjic and the State Department and Robin Cook and
every Western newsman assured us that Milosevich would "steal” the

elections, but never indicated how, so why provide evidence now that * the
deed has been done"?

Djindjic said his coalition would demand lo sce the official returns and
"compare them with ours, one by one if necessary” and that they would
reject a runofl because "we will respect the result that was registered on
September 24." (Reuters, 9-26-2000, 3.08 PM)

An hour later, the official candidate of the “demoeratic” coalition spoke
up. Vojislav Kostunica followed Djindjic's lead, echoing the charges of

fraud and the refusal to participate in the runofl. (Reuters, 9-26-2000,
4.10 PM)

Kostunica was picked to be the "democratic” coalition's candidate because
he had not been discredited (like Mr. Djindjic) as an agent of the U.S.
government. But as we have pointed out, (2) Kostunica's charaeter is not
the issue because Kostunica is not the master of his fate. He relies on the
DOS coalition and various "democratic” organizations, like the Group of 17
economists. They in turn rely on the U.S. government. How can Kostunica
buck these forces? They have the U.S. money, they have the organizations,
and they have the media. He has Kostunica and a tiny political party.

The Golden Rule: e Who Has the Gold Makes The Rules

The U.S. has given tens of millions of dollars to the "democratic”
opposition, Kostunica says he has taken none of this money. If this is

true, then Zoran Dijindjic and the other "independent” democrals are getting
it all. Djindjic has an organization able to smuggle cash across the border
("in suitcases” according to the N.Y. Times) (1) And the G-17 gconomists, a
Jeading component of the US-funded opposition, has the ties to the
International Monetary Fund and the World Bank.

So Zoran Djindjic speaks at 3pm and Vojislav Kostunica echoes him at 4.
There you have it: a small cxam ple but one that reflects the true relation
of forces. Whatever Mr. Kostunica really is, whalever he really wants,
whatever he has convinced himself he is doing, he is only the tail. The dog
is Zoran Djindjic, the G-17 cconomists, Vesna Pesic, Radio B292 and the
rest of the independent democratic civil society peace activist opposition,
and they all work for the USA

(1) Here is the quote from the NY Times' on how "democralic" opposition
money gets into Yugoslavia:

"The money from the West is going to most of the institutions
that the government atlacks for receiving it - sometimes in
dircet aid, sometimes in indireet aid like compulers and
broadeasting equipment, and somelimes in suitcases of cash
carried across the border between Yugoslavia and Hungary

or Serbia and Montenegro. Most of those organizations and
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news media could not exist without foreion ai
Ti - ut forcign aid.”
(N.Y. Times', 9-20-2000. oreign aid

For the complete N.Y. Times' story and a commentary [rom Emperor's

Clothﬁ.s, see "NY Times' Confirms Charge: U.S. Gov't Meddles in Yugoslavia"
al http://emperors-clothes.com/news/erlang, htm

(2) See US ARROGANCE AND YUGSOLASV ELECTIONS' at
http://emperors-clothes.com/engl.htm

L e e TR R R E R et
NATO Game-Plan: Destabilize Yugoslavia

by George Szamuely (9-27-2000)
It is entircly appropriate that US policymakers, their British parrots, and
assorted NATO toadies are already debating the future course of’ Yugoslavia.
Having first denounced last Sunday's elections as totally meaningless since
they would inevitably be "stolen” by President Slobodan Milosevic, they
then turned around and decided, before any results had been announced, that
Vojislav Kostunica had won oulright on the first ballot. So much then for
Milosevie's chicanery. NATO's high-fives at the election results are
reminiscent of the inane rejoicing that followed the end of the Kosovo
bombing last year. It had taken 11 weeks to defeat a tiny power like
Yugoslavia. And even then it was NATO that had to make the concessions, nol
Milosevic. Yet the Brits and the Americans celebrated, as if it were VE-Day
all over again. The election results show a far from convineing win in the
first round of voting for Kostunica, as well as a victory for the

Government coalition in the Yugoslav parliament. NATO claims vindication.
But if it has indeed "won"-and this is by no means clear-then it is only

after 2 massive and unprecedented effort at

intimidation. The Serbs were first bribed to vote the "right" way-thus the
proverbial "carrot”. And if that failed to do the trick, there was the

threat of military action-the "stick".

It is hard to take any elections seriously under such circumstances. How
can you casl a vote for the candidate of your choice if there is a chance

of eruise missiles blowing up your home if you vote the “wrong" way? The
best NATO can boast is that it avoided total humiliation. Incidentally, it

is meaningless to talk of NATO any longer-today it is nothing more than an
echo chamber for yapping Pentagon and State Department officials, and their
fierce little pups in London. Here is the glorious record of NATO heroism:
$75 million from Washington to bankroll the Yugoslav opposition. Millions
more {o aid municipalities deemed not under Milosevic's control. Millions
to line Montenegrin President Milo Dijuakonovic's pockets. US and EU
promises to lift sanctions if Milosevic is voted out. Then there are the
threats: Any result other than a defeat for Milosevic will be considered by
Washington lo be the product of fraud. The US reserves the right lo
intervene to prevent such a calamity.

Today, the United States is demanding that Milosevic steps down, even
though the Yugoslav Federal Electoral Commission is saying that Kostunica
did not receive 50 percent of the vote. The US Government is aceepling
without question the claims of the Democratic Opposition that Kostunica won
55 percent to Milosevic's 35 percent, Yet these figures are not based on
any vole count, buton the reports of opposition poll w:_uchers-hmdly a
disinterested bunch of observers. There were no American obscrvers at the
polls. The Russians were there. They claim they witnessed no election
irrcgula:itics. Clearly, the orders emanating from Washinglon, and relayed
through Budapest, is that the "opposition” fake to tt_u; streets and demand
Milosevic's resignation. Such protests could well elicit a violent
response. This, in turn, could be scized on by the United States as a
{hreat fo the region, justifying military intervention. Alternatively, the
"gpposition" may be encouraged to boycott a run-off and establish a )
Government in exile-perhaps in Podgorica. Such a Government would enjoy
diplomatic recognition and would in due course, actas a NATO stooge urging
an invasion of Yugoslavia to remove the "illegitimate" Government in Belgrade.

In the meantime, military threats are increasing. :'Wc,..nc_cd to make sure
{hat Milosevic understands there is very substantial capacity in the .
region"-thus British Foreign Secretary Robin_Cogk Bnlam'hlas 15 warships
in the Mediterrancan near Yugoslavia operating in two training groups. They
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are manned by

5,000 saill : : y
aircrafl carrier ailors, Royal Marines and aircrew. They include the

entreyor 0 S]-‘}:"ii:r\?lhle.- which carries Harrier jump-jet fighters, the

il o Fhfp;ml, helicopter assault ship HMS Ocean, the amphibious

e s Slsom + carless and 10 more ships including minesweepers, a

el Id's ip and Nc-rthumbe'rland, a type-23 [rigate. US and Croat

i olding joint naval exercises 150 miles northwest of Montenegro.

O‘-Lg include a simulated Manne landing on an island in the Adriatic Sca.

R“ eptember 28, Romania and Bulgaria are planning a joint exercise at the
omanian Danube port of Turmnu Magurele. The plan includes the construction

ofa pontoon bridge across the Danube and the evacuation of the local
population.

0.“ _Mapdr[y. the US House of Represenlatives passed a bill authonzing 8500
million in financial aid for opposition groups in Yugoslavia. $500 million

is a huge amount of money in a country as small, impoverished and as
burdened by economic sanctions as Yugoslavia, Funds of this magnitude
cannot but corrupt the most virtuous of nations. Remember, this is a
Rep_ubhcan-c,cmrt}llcd House of Representatives, which normally protests
foreign aid, debt relief, and handouts in general.

It is not hard o imagine what the future holds in store for Yugoslavia.
Suppose the United States gets what it wants. Slobodan Milosevic steps
aside and Kostunica takes over. There is a peaceful transition, and both
the United States and the European Union lifl sanctions as promised. In no
{ime at all, the United States will demand the surrender of Milosevic to
The Hague. Indeed, it will be an election issue, with George W. Bush
baiting the Clinton Administration for being insufliciently zealous in its
pursuit of Milosevie. Kostunica will probably refuse these demands. Soon
the media will fall into lockstep parroting the line that as long as
Milosevic is residing in Belgrade, he is the one who is really running the
show. Every day journalists will be informing us that Kostunica is nothing
more than Milosevic's puppet. Congress will then vote 1o cul ofl all
further funds to Yugoslavia. The EU will follow suit. At that peint,
US-financed demonstrations will take place in Belgrade and other major
citics. The protesters will demand that Milosevic be handed over to the
Tribunal. If the US gets lucky, there will be some violence. At that point,
Washington will summon Kostunica and tell himn that he is jeopardizing
Balkan stability. If he wants to stay in power, he will have to play ball
with the United States. Milosevic must be handed over. The Rambouillet
Accords will be put back on the table, along with Appendix B and the
referendum on Kosovo independence. And while we arc at it, Vojvodina will
have to be offered a "special” status.

One thing is for sure, the United States will not simply permit Yugoslavia
to walk away and happily enjoy the prestige that comes from having defied
the world's greatest powers for over 10 years, Yugoslavia will be made to

pay.
www.tenc.net [Emperor's Clothes]|
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Despite all, many stay true to Milosevic

By LUTZ KLEVEMAN
PRISTINA, YUGOSLAVIA
Wednesday 27 September 2000

The many bars and cafes along the main road in Mitrovica, a drab industrial
town in the north of Kosovo, were packed on Monday night with bearded Serbs
watching the evening news from Belgrade. Many nodded in sombre satisfaction
when the newsreader on RTS state television reported "a clear lead" for
President Slobodan Milosevic midway through the vote-counting. Mr
Milosevie may have sent their sons into four deadly wars, impoverished

them, beaten them and taken them hostage in an isolated pariah state, but

that is not how millions of Serbs sce his 13-year rule. Random exit polls

in the "other" Serbia outside the opposition stronghold, Belgrade, showed
widespread support for the Serb strongman, casting doubls on Weslermn

belicfs that put Mr Milosevic's popularity down solely to propaganda and

'I';gir' course I voted for Milosevic because he defends th-:f frt_:e-c_lom of our
country," said one voter leaving a polling slalio[n. The \rdl_mn in the

people’s mind is NATO, not Mr Milosevic. While the nationalist frenzy of
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the earl i i :
i mgégzg: edm’lah;sll:& tbfa;:ggﬁ::rbs are still deeply divided between
bATOR i » democratic reformers and strong Slavic
l:icgr[:i::;gg H;:i;i;zt ﬁiﬂ% i?l, I hlhfn bf bombing the country and imposing
s helped B bt :a not made life easier for them. "Nothing
the bombing." said Mi uE c'(?llaIICCH for democracy in Serbia more than
ing, S:_ild Milan Samardzic, a student activist. Alexander Mitic, a
Belgrade-based journalist, explained: "The experiences of the last 10 ,
years, ﬂj.c wars and the poverty, have made Serbs a very fearful people.
They cling on to whatever seems a certainty - including Milosevic."
Scrba‘ have become obsessed with even the most outlandish conspiracy
theories. A froni-page story in one tabloid blamed Yugoslavia's unusually
hot summer on NATO planes blowing away clouds with laser rays o torture
the population. The issue was sold out within hours. Even most Serbs in
Ko;ovo, who have felt the disastrous consequences of Mr Milosevic's
pohcics_mnsl painfully. still support him. Father Sava Janjic of the
Gracanica Monastery recalled: "He appeared like a savior to the Serbs in
Kosovo - and he still does, despite all."
-TELEGRAPH- Copyright © The Age Company Ltd 2000
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"The hardest problem to resolve may be Kosovo.

Mr. Kostunica will not find it casy to get his fellow Serbs lo
accept independence for Kosovo — yet the Albanians will settle
for nothing else. The key is to offer the Serbs territorial
compensation for the loss of Kosovo, and that means looking in a
wider Balkan context at the international borders that have not
won acceplance, and negotiating terntorial adjusiments to
achieve Balkan-wide stability."

September 26, 2000 - The Wall Street Journal
Yugoslavia Afler Milosevic
By David Owen.

The wisest course for the North Atlantic Treaty Organization couniries to
take in the immediate aftermath of the Yugoslav presidential elections
would be to refrain from pontificating and gesturing. If past form serves
as a guide, such actions only make it more diflicult for the Serbian people
to bring about an end lo the Milosevic regime. Instead, the West should
allow Vojislav Kostunica, the undoubted winner, to guide them on his
posi-clection strategy.

In Mr. Kostunica, at long last, we have a credible Serb leader. He is too
nationalistic, inevitably, but was fortunately never a Communist. We must
givehim the political leeway he needs to heal political wounds and bind
Serbia together.

Early today, the Miloscvie government will go through the charade of
announcing the election

results, and the West will be certain to condemnthe inevitable rigging of
the ballot. But the reactions of the Serbian people, and the strategies
they adoptin their struggle 1o oust Mr. Milosevic, are likely to be less
predictable.

The key, in the next few days and weeks, will be the loyaltiesof the armed

forces, which could be broken by prolonged peaceful demonstrations. But the

police force, which has been turned into a paramilitary body by Mr.

Milosevic, is unlikely to bend to demonstrators. They have been singled out
Mr. Milosevic for special treatment for more than a decade, and are

relatively well-paid and well-equipped. I would expect them to stay loyal

to Mr, Milosevie. I fear they will, as usual, try to engender panic by

savagely attacking some demonstrators. A lot will depend on whether they

show more restraint than has hitherto been their wont.

Two months ago, Mr. Milosevic changed the constitution to have direct
elections for the Yugoslav presidency, scrapping the previous system of
indirect elections by the federal parliament. _

;Jc expected the opposition to remain divided. But he miscalculated, and the
17 opposition parties came together to support Mr. Kostunica. The
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M{I:;tzucgnn govemnment decided to boycott the election, leaving the result

::cj) . Cdc;:ntimed by lS(frbs, whether in Montenegro or in Serbia itself. In
nited Nations-administered Kosovo, polling stations for the clection were

open, but there were few Serbs left to vole. The truth inYugoslavia for

many years has been that it doesn't matter wh
o voles, but rat
counts the votes. e

Why did the Milosevic regime highlight the constitu tional provision that a
new pr‘csldm_lt would only take office next summer? It is almost certain that
Mr. Milosevic considered the possibility that he might be defeated by such
a 1argc‘ margin that even he would not be able to escape ifs message. In
such circumstances, it would be typical of him to aim 1o stay on for
another nine months in the belicl that he could broker a graceful exit.

Mr. Milosevic is at his most inventive when cornered. He is, alter all, the

man who wen to war with NATO well aware that all he could expeet to do was
to negotiate aficr a period of fighting. He knew the Yugoslav forces could

not win, but he also knew that the Serb parliament would never have

accepled the terms of the Rambouillet accord.

The fact that Secretary of State Madeleine Albright advised President

Clinton that Mr. Milosevic would fold afler a fow days of bombing was a
testament to how little she understood Serbian intransigence, After 98 days

of bombing, Mr. Clinton negotiated a setllement with Russian involvement
under which — in contrast lo Rambouillet - the UN., not NATO,

administered Kosovo, Furthermore, NATO troops did not cnter Kosovo through
Serbia, and the provisions on returning indicted war criminals were toncd

down. Many of the Serb tank commanders rolled out of Kosovo still cager (o
have a go at NATO, but Mr. Milosevic judged it was better to keep his armed
forces virtually intact. We in NATO were sparcd any casualtics.

Apart from former Secrelary of State Cyrus Vance, I have probably spent
more hours negotiating with Mr. Milosevic than any other Western
politician. Everything is negotiable, but he will provoke a civil war

rather than end up facing trial for war crimes in The Hague.

I suspeet that it will take all of Mr. Clinton's renowned political

instinets to seript an exit for Mr. Milosevic, one in which a eivil war is
avoided in Montenegro, or in Serbia itself. The Serb president will cling

to office like a limpet, Mr. Clinton would be well advised to consult

closely with Vladimir Putin. Moscow knows the Serb mindset far better than
‘Washington.

The outlines of a settlement are not hard to discern. Mr. Milosevic has to

accept that Mr. Kostunica has won the election, and that the latter must

become president soon. Mr. Kostunica has already said he will not send Mr.
Milosevic to The Hague, and the West should have enough common sense nol to
push him on this point.

That does not require the Hague court {o grant an amnesty, but it would

mean that NATO countries would refrain from applying sanctions against the
Kostunica government if it were to allow Mr. Milosevic to stay on Yugoslav
territory withoul being arresied. Perhaps the best solution would be for

Mr. Milosevic to be sent as Ambassador to the Yugoslav embassy in Beijing.
China would not object.

In view of the massacre al Srebrenica, for which he bears personal
responsibility, [ cannot see how the West can avoid demanding that Gen.
Ratko Mladic be sent to The Hague. Gen. Mladic, a hero of the Serbian armed
forces, lives quitc openly in Belgrade, and has been secn attending soccer
matches in the city, His extradition would prove deoply unpopular with the
army, 50 We may have (0 acquiesce in the exisling head of the Yugoslav

armed forces, Gen. Nebojsa Pavkovic, being spared an international trial.

Loud objections will be heard, of course, which assert that any settlement
that does not involve Mr. Milosevic's head would be a sell-out. Yetihe
price of peace in the Balkans may well br. that hig_h, though lik@ most
people, it sticks in my gullet that Mr. Milosevic might escape trial.

Recovery could be quite quick in & new Yugoslavia, provided the West really
does help in its reconstruction and that Mr. Milosevic does not destabilize
the country. The hardest problem to resolve may be Kosovo. Mr. Kostunica
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il not find it easy to get his fellow Serbs to accepl independence for
Kosovo - yet the Albanians will settle for nothing else. The key is to

offer the Serbs territorial compensation for the loss of Kosovo, and that
means looking in a wider Balkan context at the international borders that

have not won acceptance, and negotiating territorial adjustments to achieve
Balkan-wide stability.

{L.o'rd Owen has served as Britain's foreign sceretary and as the European
Union's peace envoy to Yugoslavia.)
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U.S. House Approves $500 Million for Serb Opposition

WASHINGTON, Sep. 25 - For nine years, the Serb democratic opposition
received next 10 nothing by way of financial aid from Washington. Then as
we revealed last week, they were funded 1o the tune of $77 million. Now

that figure has jumped up to $500 million, according to a Sep. 25 Reuters
report,

In a move meant to pul more pressure on Yugoslav President Slobodan
Milosevic afler Western nations declared him beaten at the polls, the House
of Representatives passed a bill on Monday by a two-thirds majority ina

voice vote authorizing $500 million in financial aid for Serbian opposition
groups, the Reuters wire said.

Although the outcome of Sunday's Yugoslav clections will not be announced

until later this week, the United States, Britain, Germany, France and
other members of the European Union all declared on Monday that Milosevie

had lost to main opposilion challenger Vojislay Kostunica.
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. The G-17 is a Yugoslav economist group that supported presidential candidate Vojislav Kostunica and
wrote the policy statements for the post-clection economic reform of Yugeslavia,
The impression the G-17 likes to give is that il is an independent and Yugoslav-oriented group. The reality
is vastly different. It is actually funded through the Washington-based "Center for International Private
Enterprise” (CIPE), a group set up through the National Endowment for Democracy. in return a CIA-
related group created in 1983,
The G-17 group calls for Yugoslavia to work more closely with the International Monetary Fund (IMF)
toward the development of a markel economy. Former Eastern bloc neighboring countries that have
followed this tact have had massive wage deflation and increased poverty for the bulk of their citizens,
One of the key participants in the G-17 group is Veselin Vuketic, [t was Vukotic who in 1989-90
orchestrated the breakup of more than S0 percent of Yugoslavia's industry, some 1,100 firmis, resulting in
the layofT of more than 614,000 workers.
Three of the G-17 members, Dusan Vujovic, Zeliko Bogetic, and Branko Milanovic are Washington-
based stafl members of the IMF and World Bank. Dusan Vujovic, a senior cconomist at the World Bank is
the key link between the G-17 and Western institutions. From 1994-96, Vujovic played a key role in
forcing structural adjustments programs in Bulgaria. Social services, including price controls, subsidized
food, housing, and miedical care, were stripped away, The World Bank now admits that more than 90
percent of Bulgarians live below extreme poverty level,
On its website the G-17 states that its aim is to establish, "...a network of experts in all Serbian towns able
to create and practically implement neeessary changes in all ficlds of social life. With Kestunica in power
in Yugoslavia, the G-17 will try to implement market reforms. They are not simply a group of economists,
but rather a network supporied by the IMF and the World Bank.
Other former Socialist/communist countries have followed IMF and World Bank recommendations, Their
first aetivity is to do away with social service protections. Second, they use cconomic manipulation and
new laws to force business—public and private—into bankruptcy. These businesses are then purchased at
rock bottom prices by multinational corporations. In Hungary, market reforms led to the closing of the
only light bulb manufcturing firm, forcing everyone in Eungary to now buy light bulbs manufactured by
General Electric,
The Ukraine signed an agreement with the IMF in 1994. They received a 3360 million loan in exchange
for "cconomic shock treatment” policies for their citizens. The price of bread shot up 300 percent,
electricity 600 percent, and public transportation $00 percent, and the Ukraine currency collapsed. People
were forced to buy necessities at "dollarized” prices when they were eaming, on average, 510 a menth.
The U.S. dumped grain surpluses on the Ukraine market, destroying the domestic agriculture market.
Misery and poverty skyrocketed in the Ukraine afer IMI” palicies were implemented.
According to writer and IMF researcher Professor Chossudovsky, the G-17 paradigm economic program
for Yugoslavia contains the same measures the IMF forced on Russia, Ukraine, Bulgaria, Peru, and many
ather nations. The results have been social and economic devastation. The same thing will happen in
Yugoslavia if the G-17 is allowed to implement their policy recommendations.

Update by Michel Chossudovsky and Jared Israel
Kostunica Coalition Drives Up Prices & Blames...Milosevic

The Kostunica government has already started to implement deadly IMF "economic medicine." The first
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The country had been § i mlSItllg\.};Imm.. haﬂlfh'p I"uri‘; ugoslav working people.
i In i9;2::3 cen impoverished by years of economic sanctions, not to mention the IMF reforms
Bulgaria. i collapse in the standard of living, as occurred in neighboring
That system of price controls is now being disbanded by the K fca BOvarirs i =
Enlcmalional h-[opnnc:ur}- Fund (IMT): R SEIE R e
When I\osllumcu supporters forced out most managers in state-owned shops and factories and put their
own people in charge, that system of controls collapsed and prices immediately shot up. The cost of
E[%Oklll._g oil i:.rts more I]{;m:l tripled sinccll}::)si Friday, when Milosevie announced that he was stepping aside.
1¢ prices of sugar and cigarettes are about to jump again. After Kostunica's supporters forced out
Milosevic-cra factory dirddiGH) IREBT Bhes mo\'f:g quickly to make their g{:mts more
profitable.” (Los Angeles Times, October 13, 2000) '
To make sure the government could not finance subsidies, the G-17 economists lorcefully took control of
the Central Bank and immediately imposed a freeze on money creation (“printing of money”). This held
up the outflow of cash, which the government needed to sustain price controls on basic consumer goods,
According to interviews conducted with Belgrade residents shortly afler the election, the price of milk had
already doubled from 8 to 14 dinars per liter, largely affecting children; the price of cooking oil had more
than tripled, from 13.5 10 55 dinars; sugar had gone from 8 to 45 dinars. These interviews support the
carlier Los Angeles Times report.
Shoppers are commenting. "Ah, democratic prices!” The Serbian use of black humor masks rising anger
among ordinary people. Faced with this simmering rebellion, the Kostunica government, advised by the G-
l?‘-.‘cmwmists, have performed a dazzling flip.
Prior to the Oct. 5 coup d'état, the govemment made some attempt to protect domestic producers and
ensure (under very diflicult conditions) the distribution of essential food staples, fuel, and electricity at
controlled prices. The Kestunica coalition abolished price controls then seemed to be using the suflering it
ereated Lo justify the dumping of low priced (oflen inferior) food and products, thus destroying small
producers.
The Western media, which just a few days earlier had congratulated Kostunica for removing price
controls, now uneritically trumpets the line that it's all Milosevic's fault.
Conceming the rapid increase in prices, the program drafted by Dinkic's G-17 Plus is rather explicit:
"Immediately afier taking the office, the new government shall abolish all types of subsidies. This measure
must be implemented without regrets or hesitation, since it will be difficult if not impossible to apply later,
in view of the fact that in the meantime strong lobbies may appear and do their best to block such
measures... This imitial step in economie liberalization must be undertaken as a “shock therapy" as its
radical nature does not leave space for gradualism of any kind. {From the G-17 'Program of Radical
cconomic Reform' www.gl 7.orgyienglish/programmy/programrd. him )

T LOOOS, ana SCrvices. ITICes nave

The G-17 program they wrote attacking Milosevic had stated in no uncertain terms that "they would do
it,"—that is, they would get rid of price controls. They have driven Milosevic out and begun 1o “do it"
Naturally if prices have spiraled, it is Milosevic's Fault.

Michel Chossudovsky: chossudovsky(@ videotron.ca

Jared Isracl: Emperors1000(@aol.com
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'5. Economic Liberalization

Internal Liberalization and Stimulation of Competition

gomrlete liberalization of econqmie life will lead to the release of private initiative, the
evelopment of healthy competition and equality of all before the law. The prices shall be formed

freely, existing monopolies shall be eliminated and preconditions will be created for companies to
freely enter all branches while entrepreneurial initiative will be encouraged.

The‘free forming of prices will lead to a system of prices reflecting the relative availability of goods
services and production factors. The abolishment of subsidies and the practice of endlessly
covering the losses of public companies from the country's budget or by printing money, wil
rer._iucg budgetary and quasi-fiscal deficits, which will in turn curb the inflation. Of course,
objective problems with respect to the price liberalization system will eventually arise in the
energy sector, public utilities and transportation services, the prices of which are today
substantially below production costs, and these problems will have to be treated separately.
Nevertheless, sudden liberalization of prices in these sectors would lead to a significant rise in
the general level of prices and would additionally instigate inflation and jeopardize the living
standard of the population. Therefore, in a strictly limited transition period until the companies in
these sectors are organizationally and economically qualffied for independent operation and until
the increase in the overall economic activity improves the income of the population, the state
would be obliged to provide these public companies with necessary financial support, but
primarily from income generated through the sales of public debt bonds on the capital market.

One of the most urgent tasks of the new government will be the struggle against monopolies.
The monopolies are harmful in a market economy since they decrease production, raise prices
and fail to stimulate increase in productivity. In our economy public (state-owned) companies are
systemically mixed with the government which in consequence results in the abuse of its function
of regulating the public interest. In addition, the "socialist giants” which operate in the regime of
public or social ownership generate the lion's share of total losses of the economy. Some of their
parts could spin off (e.g. production of arms could be separated from car production, postal
semvices from telephone communications). After that, smaller enterprises could be quickly
privatized. At the same time, new producers should be ercouragedTn branches which are found™
to be monopolistic. Entry of new companies will be stimulated by eliminating the red-tape and
legal monopolies (for the time being the law anticipates the existence of monopolies in certain
branches), and by formulating incentive credit and tax policies (new enterprises in sectors
considered to be monopolistic could have a lower tax burden and more favourable credit terms).
In the period until the market race gains momentum, it will be necessary to control the rates of

return and growth rates of prices in monopolized sectors. A continuous and especially effective
means to fight the monopolies will be the liberalization of foreign trade.

The new government shall provide its full support to all forms of loyal competition. Competition is
the heart of market economy. It, ultimately, always results in the reduction of prices, growth of
production and increase in productivity of labour. Stronger competition will be stimulated by
simplifying the procedure for entry of new enterprises (the necessary documentation and
licenses will be reduced to minimum), facilitating and reducing the cost of transactions and
reduction of taxes. Even the owners of small capital must be given the opportunity for an easy
start and investments and the state shall be obliged to create the conditions for the banks to
support the new programmes. In view of the fact that most existing banks cannot provide
appropriate credit support to the private sector, the country shall be opened for foreign banks
with distinguished reputation. In addition, special loans from international financial organizations

would be used via the new domestic banks only for crediting the development of small and
medium scale enterprises.

In order to facilitate the economic activity of private entrepreneurs, taxes have to be low and
certain. Not one tax may be used retroactively. Itis particularly important to reduce the taxes and
contributions on wages in order to stimulate new employment. Small entrepreneurial sectar will
be substantially relieved of taxes so as to enable the people to engage in gainful employment
legally (rather than in moonlighting) and to pay relatively low taxes. This policy would contribute
to legalizing the existing grey economy and will, without additional |§westmenta, yie_ld b_enems for
the society and individuals. This will mark the road towards the basic long-term objective of the
new government, the creation of a wealthy citizen as a precondition for a wealthy state.

Liberalization of Foreign Trade
Internal liberalization must be accompanied by liberalization of foreign economic relations. All
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port and export i :
port quotas will be abolished. A few relatively low tariff rates (up to 30 per cent)

hall apply to industries
: across : i i
state and private sector, Agricum?a?gzgoﬁnd 8950 R on L o oo,

but not in exc S8 alone can count on a higher degree of protection,
imports will re?nsfsog;he one prevailing in developed market economy countries. Liberalization of
liberalization of ex oﬂcompemmn and reduce the prices on the domestic market, while

few politically privil?e g:;;:tﬂ‘éi;?e Fhance to compete on the foreign market to all, rather than a
government shall take anfi-dum n parallel with the policy of import liberalization the new

international standards and praséggsrheasures and fight disloyal foreign competition in line with

In conceiving and implementing the measures of forei iberalizati

an trade liberalization account shall be
tarﬁ?;‘cgﬁhe rules of the WTQ which require: (i) abolishment of non-tariff instruments of trade
P o onism (quotas.‘hcenses, agreements etc); (i) drastic reduction of import restrictions
Justified by the protection of the balance o payments; (iii) prohibition of direct and limitation of
indirect subsidizing of exports; (iv) harmonization of all national regulations on the quality,
packag;_ng _r:md standafds, as well as a series of other measures which largely spell a thorough
break with inward-looking policies such as are currently pursued in the FRY. The accession of
the FRY to the WTO will make our country accept two groups of obligations. The first consists of
those which have to be implemented without any reservations by the vary fact of entering the
membgmhlp of the organization, and which are not subject to negotiations: (1) elimination of
non-tariff forms of protection; (2) general reduction of tariff levels; (3) gradual decrease of
dispersion of tariffs. The second group includes obligations, primarily tariff concessions or
concessions in the spheres of services, which will become subject to negotiations at the time of
negotiation of our membership in the WTO. In order to successfully complete these negotiations
the: new government shall previously formulate its strategy in this sphere and establish long-term
objectives of the trade policy which will reflect our specific needs (e.g. selective protection of
agricultural products), and devise appropriate negotiating tactics accordingly.

The new government shall promote conditions for foreign investments. Once a new market
environment is created the Government will no longer have to take special measures to stimulate
foreign investments. Foreign investors shall enjoy completely the same facilities and treatment as
domestic investors. With a proper economic policy there is no need to grant special privileges to
foreigners. Only the countries which aim to "punish” their own population and pursue a poor
economic policy have to grant special privileges to foreigners in order to attract their capital.
Economic and legal regulations must be simple, good, stable and equal for all - domestic as well
as foreign investors.

In order to create the conditions for general revitalization and modernization of economy, the
new government shall offer appropriate concessions to investors who are interested in financing
major infrastructural projects (roads, railways, public utility systems, etc.). A tender for this
purpose will be equally open for domestic and foreign companies, but it would be realistic to
expect that these projects will be initially financed by the prevailing share of foreign capital. Quite
independently from federal and republic authorities, certain municipalities would be offered the
possibility to resolve the problems of financing their local public utilities in a relatively short time.
They will be able to appear on the international capital market with an issue of special municipal
bonds and, with the help of interested specialized foreign financial houses, ensure the necessary
investments.

Stages and Dynamics of Economic Liberalization

The sequencing of fiscal, monetary and foreign trade policies will be of critical importance for the
success of reforms. Not all measures of economic liberalization should be taken simultaneously.
On the contrary, there is an optimum sequence of economic liberalization which has to be
observed in order for the reform to be a compete success.

Stage |

In the first year of the reform, before inflation is completely eliminated and capital
market liberalized, the balance of public finances will have to be settled, Fiscal
control must precede financial liberalization. The state budget must be balanced.
In order to achieve this, public spending must be limited to its appropriately low
share in the GDP (approximately 40 per cent).

Experience of countries in transition provides ample proof that achieving and
sustaining the fiscal balance is a difficult job of decisive importance for the _
success of the programme of stabilization and economic reform as a whole. Itis
a sphere wherein changes are the most difficult to make for two main reasons.
On the one hand, numerous traditional recipients of budgetary funds seek to
retain their acquired rights. On the other, after a substantial growth in domestic
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and foreign competition
from the budget shall al
and transition countri
!ax (insufficiently rest
irrespective of the gi

ﬂ’“_? number of new pretenders to assistance and support
SO increase. However, the experience of all developing
€S unambiguously indicates that under the conditions of a

rictive) fiscal policy no monetary policy can be successful,
ven type of stabilization.

grl;]s?gi!:;eg ?ﬂitr' taking the office, the new government shall abolish all types of
- ;eb icient companies (retaining only subsidies to agriculture). This
e ust be implemented without regrets or hesitation, since it will be

ult if not impossible to apply later, in view of the fact that in the meantime
strong lobbies may appear and do their best to block such measures. The
government must, at all cost, resist the pressures to take "short-term measures"
which would help the companies in unsurmountable difficulties. This initial step in
economic liberalization must be undertaken as a "shock therapy" as its radical
nature does not leave space for gradualism of any kind. So dramatic a change in
economic policy will suddenly alter the overall climate in the country and mark the
beginning of a thorough change of the old economic system. All goods and
services, _labpur and capital will soon obtain their real value. An entirely different
way of thinking will soon be affirmed and will inevitably initiate the change of all
habits and conformist models of non-market behavior. This positive change
cannot be achieved through a long-drawn-out process of a "trial and error” type,
but has to come in consequence of economic considerations in a market setting.

In order to balance the state budget, the new government will prescribe relatively
low taxes, but with a wider taxable base, both for enterprises and households.
With a sufficiently wide tax basis, the state will be able to collect sufficient income
to set-off inflationary pressures without having to introduce an additional arbitrary
income tax on the company prefits or private property of households. At the
same time, all non-budgetary state subsidies (quasi-fiscal operations of the
central bank) which have thus far remained outside the parliamentary or
legislative control will now be incorporated into the regular (balanced) budget or
else completely cancelled. Namely, the NBY actually carries out operations of
fiscal nature, e.g. when it finances the public sector under non-market conditions
with accumulation of an enormous losses in its own balance The NBY losses
(quasi-fiscal deficit) are created due to; (1) financing of non-financial public sector
with cheap loans from a fresh money issue; (2) subsidizing "priority sectors of
economy” (e.g. agriculture, export oriented production, etc.); (3) losses due to
interest rate differences in selling the foreign exchange for less than its market
price; (4) saving of troubled banks from bankruptey. Bearing in mind that the
annual amount of quasi-fiscal deficit is estimated at about 3 billion DEM, the new
government shall be forced to eliminate it completely or incorporate a part of itin
the regular budgetary balance. Thereby, it will permanently eliminate the danger
of pressure on the NBY to engage in excessive money issue.

The policy of balanced public finances has to be accompanied by an extremely
cautious stabilization monetary policy which will be safeguarded by the
independent position of the NBY. The growth of money supply will be somewhat
lower than the growth of the nominal GDP. The establishment of firm fiscal and
monetary policies, strict financial discipline and curbing the inflation on a lasting
basis which is bound to result from these measures, will be the main precondition
for Stage |l of economic liberalization - full liberalization of prices and foreign
trade.

Stage Il

Eull liberalization of prices and foreign trade might start only after macroeconomic
stabilization, full balance of the budget and lasting stability of prices and the
exchange rate have been established. In this economic environment privatization
will be intensified, as ownership rearrangement will then be able to guarantee an
economic growth. A rush into complete liberalization of prices and foreign trade
and mass privatization before Stage | is completed would not solve a single one
of these problems. On the contrary, in a situation characterized by instable prices
and exchange rate, huge deficits and policy of soft budgetary limitations, this
would only cause new economic distortions and general disappeintment with the
measures of the reform.

In this stage new economic legislation will take root. Al actors in economic
activities will know the real rules of the game. The ;trugglq against all forms of
monopolies and protectionism will continue. This will also _|nclude gradual
liberalization of prices in the sectors of energy, public utilities and transportation
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Foreign trade liberalization wj
the new domestic cuﬂ'hon will be braced by the complete intemal convertibility of

; ency. Al i ; A
abolished and unjirited sa?[e a:;ady in Stage |, multiple exchange rates will be

i and purchase of foreign currencies enabled. The
gﬁﬁg L?rf1 g:gg:snng the domestic economy to foreign competition shall be
b In advance so as to encourage the domestic enterprises to timely
e ;}proprlatt_z‘structural adjustment. Foreign competition will inevitably
o fe:j competitiveness of the domestic economy, initiate the process of
marketg Ol domestic producers and ensure higher quality supply on the domestic

The current system of foreign trade protection is such that it is dominated by
quantitative restrictions (quotas) and relatively high tariff and non-tariff charges.
Observed by the degree of processing of goods, effective rate of protection has a
t:ascad_e structure: final consumer products have an extremely high level of
protect:gn and are only a bit ahead of industrial semi-manufactures, while
domes‘_ﬂc producers of raw materials and energy have negative effective
protection. This high degree of effective protection of final industrial products
enables the survival of these industries regardless of the fact that they have a
negative value added in terms of world prices, i.e. that they generate enormous
losses. A sudden liberalization of foreign trade with retention of the existing non-
competitive economic structure would automatically cause a complete collapse
of the domestic industry regardless of the level of the exchange rate. Therefore,
foreign trade liberalization must develop gradually.

The process of foreign trade liberalization will start from exports, by eliminating all
quantitative restrictions to exports and the creation of a foreign exchange market
based on a crawling band which will efficiently support foreign trade transactions.
This will soen be followed by a thorough, but gradual and clearly defined
liberalization of imports with the accompanying application of instruments for the
protection against disloyal competition. As a result, all the existing quantitative
restrictions (quotas, import licenses, etc.) will be abolished and replaced by
appropriate tariff rates. Initially, the level of tariff rates will be relatively high (up to
30%), but it will be gradually reduced over a period of 5 to 10 years, according to
a schedule to be determined in advance and made known to domestic
producers.

Economic liberalization shall continue with the further development and complete
opening of the domestic capital market. The experience has shown that
countries in transition which have managed to stabilize the general price level
and exchange rate, along with the liberalization of the capital market also achieve
a much higher productivity of capital compared with those whose financial
systems have remained repressed. However, itis not desirable to promise or
advocate a higher degree of liberalization of the domestic financial market before
the necessary conditions are created. Namely, the full convertibility and
premature elimination of all limitation to capital transactions, as well as early
deregulation of financial markets might cause an unacceptable degree of
instability in monetary and capital flows. On the other hand, the elimination of
once introduced measures of liberalization may be highly unpopular and
ultimately unproductive. Therefore, the timetable of the this economic
liberalization will be determined by the speed and results achieved in Stage 1.

Depositors on the liberalized financial market (lenders) must obtain a real positive
interest rate on the money they have invested from the users of their funds
(borrowers). The banking system will be relieved of restrictive requirements to
hold too large reserves of money and the formation of interest rates will be
completely free. Naturally, this will be possible only after a strict financial control is
established, which will no longer give the government an opportunity to fill its
budget by inflationary taxes or taxing the depositors in another inadequate way.
The crediting of enterprises and households will be intensified. This wil yield
positive results only if the level of prices is stable, i.e. subject to the previous
successful completion of Stage | of the reform.

Only after the unnecessary restrictions are eliminated and stable rpacrueconomic
conditions for business operation of domestic banks created, will it be possible to
count on a strong presence of foreign banks, Otherwise, t.aarlier inplusion of
foreign financial institutions into operations on the domestic financial market
would be motivated exclusively by s_hort:term speculative motives and would
ultimately result in a continuing capital flight out of the country.
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