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	When Israeli Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich toured the Lebanese border this week and vowed that "very soon, Dahiya will look like Khan Younis [in southern Gaza]," he was publicly acknowledging that the genocide in Gaza is now Israel's model for violence across the region. This is what Mondoweiss's Palestine News Director Faris Giacaman names the 'Gaza doctrine': the evolution from Israel's older Dahiya doctrine of periodic, disproportionate force into something qualitatively different: a strategy of protracted wholesale annihilation with no defined endpoint and no pretense of proportionality.
The distinction matters. The old Dahiya doctrine was intermittent. Periodic massacres, designed to "mow the lawn," were constrained by at least a performative acknowledgment that the postwar international order placed limits on how long and how completely a military could devastate a civilian society. October 7 broke that constraint. What followed in Gaza was not an intensified version of the old playbook; it was something new — a genocide sustained for over two years on the explicit logic that there is no meaningful distinction between combatants and the society that produced them. Israeli Defense Minister Katz has now described a "tornado plan" to destroy Tehran, targeting sites of "high visibility in a civilian environment." Schools have been struck in southwest Tehran. The Gaza doctrine has gone regional, and those watching Beirut's southern neighborhoods receive mass evacuation orders understand what that means.
Understanding why requires understanding the relationship that made it possible. Mondoweiss's Editor-in-Chief, Yumna Patel, this week cuts to the core of it. This war happened because Israel wanted it to happen, and because the United States has constructed a relationship with Israel in which American foreign policy is ultimately subordinate to Israeli strategic ambition. Secretary of State Marco Rubio confirmed this plainly when he admitted that the United States entered the war on Iran because it knew Israel was going to attack anyway, and calculated it would take fewer American casualties by going first. That is the relationship in a sentence. Israel is not an ally or a partner. It is a client state that has, over decades — through the Israel lobby, through hasbara culture, through the bipartisan political infrastructure built around unconditional support — effectively reversed the normal logic of the patron-client relationship. Israel sets the agenda in the region, and the United States dutifully follows.
And while the world's attention has shifted to Tehran and Beirut, Israel is ensuring Palestinians pay for that inattention. The moment the war on Iran began, Israel closed the crossings into Gaza and cut off all aid. Famine, which had briefly receded, is returning. In the West Bank, residents describe conditions of deliberate strangulation. Checkpoints have been closed, movement restricted, and the daily life for Palestinians has gotten more difficult in ways that feel permanent and irreversible. This is the Gaza doctrine applied across the entire Palestinian population. Gaza was never a departure from what Israel does. It was the perfection of it. What is unfolding now across the region is that same logic, scaled up, with U.S. air power behind it.
Mondoweiss readers understand this connection. The war on Iran is not a separate story from the genocide in Gaza. It is the same project, driven by the same logic, enabled by the same relationship. Polls show that most Americans, across party lines, do not support this war. They are being asked to pay for it in blood and treasure in the service of interests that are not theirs. The movement demanding accountability for that relationship is the same movement that has been demanding an end to the genocide. It needs to grow. That work starts with understanding what we are actually looking at, and that is what Mondoweiss is here for.
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	🇮🇷 The war on Iran

	






		

	This war was Netanyahu's long-sought objective and the Israel lobby's decades-long project. Our reporting this week dismantles the justifications built to sell it, and tracks its expanding consequences for the region and for international law.
READ MORE → Netanyahu finally gets his war on Iran, Michael Arria
READ MORE → Rubio confirms the heresy: the U.S. went to war in Iran because of Israel, Philip Weiss
READ MORE → Understanding the U.S. and Israel's illegal war on Iran, Craig Mokhiber
READ MORE → Debunking the lies of the Iran War, Mitchell Plitnick
READ MORE → The war on Iran is forcing Gulf states to reconsider regional strategy as the U.S. and Israel lead the region into uncertainty, Mitchell Plitnick

	






		

			







	






		

	📺 The media goes to war

	






		

	The U.S. mainstream press, like in 2003, is manufacturing consent for an illegal war while concealing Israel's role in starting it. Our writers examined the media's complicity.
READ MORE → The U.S. media goes to war on Iran, Michael Arria
READ MORE → Lies, distortions, and propaganda: how the U.S. mainstream media coverage on Iran hides the truth, James North
READ MORE → The War to Erase October 7: What 'The Atlantic' leaves out about Netanyahu and the US-Israeli assault on Iran, Yakov Hirsch

	






		

			







	






		

	🇺🇸 U.S. politics and the Israel lobby

	






		

	The Iran war has exposed the Israel lobby's grip on Washington in ways that can no longer be explained away. Democrats are scrambling. AIPAC's political strategy is shaky. And the hasbara framework that has long policed debate inside the Jewish community is cracking under the weight of what it is being asked to defend.
READ MORE → It's time for America to break up with Israel, Yumna Patel
READ MORE → The Shift: War Powers resolution fails in Senate as Democrats scramble to figure out position on Iran war, Michael Arria
READ MORE → Is AIPAC headed for another own goal in Illinois?, Michael Arria
READ MORE → A David Frum response to Ro Khanna shows how hasbara culture has warped the Jewish community's response to antisemitism, Yakov Hirsch

	






		

			







	






		

	🇵🇸 Gaza / West Bank

	






		

	Israel is using the cover of the Iran war to accelerate the destruction of Palestinian life. The crossings into Gaza are closed, aid is cut off, and famine is returning. In the West Bank, systematic strangulation is being applied while the world's attention is on Iran.
READ MORE → Palestinians in Gaza fear famine returning as Israel cuts off food amid Iran war, Tareq S. Hajjaj
READ MORE → Israel 'strangles' West Bank amid war on Iran, Qassam Muaddi

	






		

			







	






		

	🇱🇧 Lebanon

	






		

	Israel has opened a second front in Lebanon, displacing millions.
READ MORE → Millions at risk of displacement as Israel bombards Lebanon --- Layla Yammine
READ MORE → Israel is using the 'Gaza doctrine' in Lebanon and Iran --- Faris Giacaman
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