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Indian newspapers on debacle of Clinton’s tour in
the Balkans

December 07, 1999
Creator of world’s "moral" order

New Delhi, December 6 - The Balkan tour of the US
President Bill Clinton was a debacle. It also showed the
feelings of the people in the region about the American poli-
tics towards Balkan Peninsula, published today Indian daily
newspaper "The National Herald".

The text of Moscow correspondent, Valentin Kunin,
titled "In Kosovo, only Albanians like Clinton" says that the
visit of the American president to Kosovo and Metohia was
"total failure".

The visit of the American president to Kosovo "
was not a trip of responsible political leader, but show
directed by best Hollywood tradition", says the daily newspa-
per.

The hypocrisy of the US president is big when
talking about multiethnic reconciliation in situation of real
humanitarian catastrophe in Kosovo and Metohia, and genocide
on Serbian people, says the author of the article, adding that
the KFOR is doing nothing to stop it.

In five months since the KFOR arrival, 250.000
Serbs were expelled from Kosovo and Metohia, reminds Indian
newspaper, adding that they had to go because of "crimes of
the Albanian bandits".

Kosovo is becoming a lair for the gangs and terro-
rists in the Balkans, and all that is going on in front of
KFOR, writes "National Herald", adding that the lack of KFOR’s
activity as well as violation of UN Security Council Resocluti-
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which points out that the world realizes
the US policy towards the Balkans is wrong,
supports the organization of Albanian

ct against a sovereign country.

. The US president committed a terrible mistake
which can not be Justifieda going to a sovereign and indepen-
den; country without an invitation, writes Indian magazine
addlgg that he wasn’t only visiting the country, but also
calling people to dethrone the leadership freely elected.

Clinton has shown by that, estimates the author of
the article, the weakness of the present international law as
well as he has shown that the USA is a creator of the new
world moral order in which KFOR allows KLA to protect only
Albanians and kill and destroy Serbs.
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"Start": Bernard Kouschner plays a clown
December 17, 1999

The only contribution to peace....

Skopje, December 17th 1999. (Tanjug) - Bernard
Kouschner, the Chief of Civil Mission in Kosovo, plays a clown
while armed Albanian terrorists continue killing the non-Alba-
nians and driving them out of the Serbian province of Koso-
vo-Metohija, the commentators of Skopje newspapers stress

today.

Kouschner is now seeking a formula for mul-
ti-ethnical tolerancy, rather than opposing and punishing
those who endanger peace and security in Kosovo with terror
and violence, says skopje newspaper "Macedonia today", poin-
ting out that the exodus of the Serbian and other non-Albanian
civilians happened at the same time when KFOR and UNMIK arri-

ved to the province.

Emphasizing that the result of Kouschner’s missi-
on was disastrous, marked by killings, pressures and inci-
dents, the commentator remarks that Albanian terrorists are
still free, well armed and ready for new crimes.

Skopje weekly paper "Start" points out that one of
the reasons why The International Community mission in Kosmet
completely failed was because Kouschner "was making certain
agreements with the leaders of Albanian terrorists, one of

which undoubtfully is Hashim Thaqgi".

According to "Start", the French "doctor sans
frontiers", Kouschner, is not satisfied only to destroy Koso-
vo, but he is eager to ruin even Macedonia by supporting
Albanians from this area and acting as if he were the governer

of this country.



It’s unbelievable that Kouschner is not aware of
the great gap,

@ntolerance and distrust in the relations '
between Macedonians and Albanians. Then why is he emphasizing
Macedonia as a positive example of

a country in which in-
ter-ethnical relations are solved in the best possible way,
why is he throwing dust into our ey

es by playing a clown and
why is he disgracing his country, the paper says.

Macedonian territory was misused many times during
the Kosovo crisis, NATO was opening and closing its borders
when it felt like it, placed troops and thousands allegedly
endangered Albanians here, and now came Kouschner who exceeded
even his order-givvers, "Start" concluds.
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"Genmin gibao": American expansion, serious threat
to peace

December 17, 1999

Beijing, December 16 - New American "interventio-
nism"” and "strategic expansion" of Washington, present serious
threat to the world peace and multipolarization process,
estimates today the Chinese daily "Genmin gibao".

The newspaper explains that NATO’s aggression on
Yugoslavia was a "practice of new interventionism"™ and NATO-A-
merican theory of "human rights above the sovereignty" is
actually that "new interventionism".

In wide analysis of world issues in 1999, the
author says that the last year showed the real intentions of
Washington to dominate and establish unipolar world, while the
"new strategic concept" changed NATO from "collective defense"
organization into offensive military alliance.

NATO-American 78-days bombing of Yugoslavia, under
the flag of "humanism", caused lots of losses and victims to
that country, stressed the newspaper adding that this action
totally violated the UN Charter and norms of international
relations, endangering the authority of the UN.

The author also stressed that there is decisive
resistance of "many forces" to the American attempts to stren-
gthen the domination and create a unipolar world. The newspa-
per estimates that Russia is strongly opposing American pres-—
sures and interventions, and that its power to stop the USA is
getting bigger.

In the same time, the power of China is getting
bigger and its role in peace maintenance and stability in the
world becomes more important.



Europe ang The present contradictory between the USA and
grawpw‘tﬂ between the USA and Japan are still there, an can
ot - strengthening of European power and recovery of
thp neése economy, says the author of the text, stating that

¢ majority of the countries, including the countries of the
European Union, especially France, vote for multipolar world.

That’s why the attempts of the USA to dominate the
world, explains the author, are being stopped by many forces
and factors, so Washington cannot do whatever it wants. Alt-
hough the historical orientation towards multipolarization of

the world is going to be long and complex, it can’t be stop-
ped, says the article.

The newspaper points out two negative conseguences
caused by NATO’s aggression on Yugoslavia. The first one is
its influence on relations between the great powers whose
trust and stability are reduced". The process of adaptation
between great powers, after the cold war, is greatly endange-
red by NATO-American intervention on sovereign Yugoslavia,
estimates the newspaper.

The other one, according to the Chinese newspaper,
is expectation that the NATO-American aggression on Yugoslavia
"will take into escalation of the arms race". The newspaper
also stressed the enlargement of US expenses for military
purposes and announcement on development of new anti-rocket
systems.

The Chinese newspaper concludes at the end that
after 78 days of barbarian bombing of Yugoslavia, NATO had to
face toward NATO, in order to find peaceful solution, what is
the proof that the UN, according to the estimations of the
newspaper, still generally recognized legitimate international
institution for peace maintenance.
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"Le Monde Diplomatique": USA undermines internati-
onal law

December 15, 1999
USA violates international law

Paris, December 15 (Tanjug) - The United States
of America violates and undermines the international law by
implementing the unilateral policy, refusing multilateral,
especially the one practiced by the UN.

This is one of the basic notes of the text titled
"United states of America" undermine international law", which
was published in December issue of the French monthly magazine
"Le Monde Diplomatique".

Author of the text, US expert in field of politi-
cal studies Phyllis Bennis, confirms his thesis on American
usurpation of international law with example of NATO aggressi-
on, lead by the USA, on Yugoslavia.

"Marginalizing UN and using NATO as an instrument
for intervention in Yugoslavia, the USA violated international
law and the UN Charter", reminds Bennis, adding that the USaA,
which achieved nothing with bombing campaign, but only devast-
ation of the country, now fully shift the responsibility for
peace in Kosovo to the UN.

"The US strategy was to throw off the decisive
role of the UN, and to shift the responsibility for the bloody
happenings after the war to the UN, although the USA was the
one who lead the war", writes Bennis.

She uncovered the way the USA uses to block crea-
tion of quick and efficient international police forces which
could be arranged in Kosovo. She also criticized the USA for
depriving the help for Serbia which was devastated in NATO



bombardment

; . She also turned to the problem of slow arrival of
;Eggfnﬁgﬁgnal Police forces to Kosovo and Metohia. Bennis
recruiteq real problem is that the 3.000 people should be
world Andsiﬁar?tElY by different governments all around the
kAt at’s because the USA blockade establishment of
rnational police or permanent UN forces for quick inter-

zentlon, un@er the authority of the Secretary General, capable
© react quickly in a crisis region",

. As for the issue of the reconstruction of Yugosla-
via, the author of the text published in "Le Monde Diplomati-
que" says that the government of the president Clinton re-
strlctg the aid for renewal of devastated Serbia with change
of regime in Belgrade, as well as it forces the other NATO
members to act equally". That’s how the Kosovo Albanians will
get millions of dollars for reconstruction of their towns,
while the rest of Serbia won’t receive anything.

Phyllis Bennis analyzed the US hegemony policy on
samples of Irag and East Timor, giving following conclusion:
"The USA abandon the UN totally. Any legal request from the UN
To-allow: the use of force, the USA change with use of NATO.
The USA imposes the rules adopted by them to the world, which
has had enough of empires.
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Paula Levi to Bernard Kouchner: Jews of Yugoslavia
are ashamed of your actions
December 15, 1999

Belgrade, December 15 - A Jew Paula Levi addres-
sed an open letter to the Chief of UN Civil Mission, Bernard
Kouchner, in which she asked him to tell what made him take a
side of the Albanian extremists in their genocidal actions

"You know very well that this is not a revenge,
because Serbs have never carried out such vicious acts. The
alleged Albanian graveyards, for which you look for, confirm
you that. But, they are not there, on Clinton’s regret, so all
the world knows that you have no excuses for the aggression.
So what is the reason that you, being a Jew and whose parents
for sure faced Hitler’s persecution, support today the genoci-
de over Serbs?" - wonders Mrs. Levi, adding that she couldn’t
imagine that Kouchner is a Jew.

"It is depressing and shameful that in the nearest
surrounding of that American eccentric Clinton there are many
other Jews: Cohen, Holbrook, Albright, Berger, Rubin, Levi,
and finally you", says Paula Levi.

According to her, the malicious Madeleine Al-
bright, Secretary of State, was the most vicious one.

"She should be ashamed of her imprudent, demago-
gic, phobic words, which she spreads around the world as total
political anarchist. Although she found a rescue in 1939 in
Serbia, she gives it back to Serbs today by bombing them, and
that is a pathological case", stressed Paula Levi.

The words of her father, who said that if could
choose the nationality, then it would be Serbian, meant not-
hing to her, said Paula Levi in open letter to Kouchner.



"We,
acts and we defen
Jews by telling t
why we tell you,
hell of Dante.
Characteristic

the Jews of Yugoslavia, are ashamed of your
d from remarks that all around Clinton are
hat they are not Jews for a long time. That’s
if it’s not too late, to stop and exit the
To speak one, and do another, that is not a

of a Jew", said Paula Levi.

. "You acted the same in "Doctors sans frontiers" in
Republic of Srpska in Bosnia, and in Kosovo. May it be on your
honor. This is a message of embittered Jewish-Yugoslav mothers

and grandmothers", stressed Paula Levi in open letter to
Kouchner.
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Care for refugees, displaced people drains Yugoslavia
February 01, 2000

Insufficient aid of international community <http://www.serbia-info.com/g3/images/18.06._4-
m.jpg>

Insufficient aid of international community

Belgrade, January 31 (Tanjug) - Assistant Minister for Refugee and Humanitarian Affairs Mira
Nikolic said at an enlarged session of the Drina humanitarian society presidency that Yugoslavia
was taking care of some 700,000 refugees from Croatia and Bosnia-Herzegovina, and another
338,000 displaced people from the U.N.-ruled Kosovo-Metohija province.

Nikolic said that, over the past eight years, Yugoslavia had spent a large proportion of its
domestic product to finance refugee care, whereas international relief aid had covered barely 10
percent of the cost of their upkeep. She said the cost of food and board in refugee centers in
1999 had stood at 23 million dollars, 9 million of which were put up by the international

community.

NATO's armed aggression on Yugoslavia from March 24 to June 10, 1999, further aggravated the
serious economic, social and humanitarian situation, caused primarily by years of western
sanctions, said the deputy of federal health, work and social policy minister Anka Vojvodic.

Direct and indirect damage from the economic blockade, according to figures of the Yugoslay
ministry for development, science and the environment, stands at 150 billion dollars, while
damage from the aggression is estimated at 100 billion.



hat means, said Vojvodic, that total direct and indirect damage caused by war and sanctions is
250 billion US dollars

Apart from the one milli
-m

on refugees and displaced people, Yugoslavia has about 4 millgznngggﬂ?
ostly children, elderly People and invalids - of a population of 10.7 million, who are
Some form of relief or welfare aid.
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Robertson: "NATO was not in war against Yugoslavia"!?
February 11, 2000

Hypocritically hidden truths <http://www.serbia-info.com/g3/images/dzordzrobertsonjpg.jpg>
Hypocritically hidden truths

Bucharest, February 10 - NATO Secretary General George Robertson said today in Bucharest
that the last year aggression of NATO on FRY "was not a war against Serbia or Yugoslavia"!?

Suppressing hundreds of murdered civilians, devastated houses, schools and hospitals,
Robertson said to the journalists as soon as he arrived to Romania the following: "We were not in

war against the Serbs".

According to Robertson, it wasn't the war, but the air strikes which were only the way to confine
the military power of Yugoslavia.

It was a limited conflict, with limited consequences, and was successfully ended", cynically stated
Robertson at a press conference he had with Minister of Foreign Affairs, Petre Romano.

NATO Secretary General came to Romania thanking for support in aggression on Yugoslavia. He
also did it in Bulgaria. .
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Serbian Unity Congress - Letter

February 3, 2000
President William J Clinton,
The White House,
Washington, D.C., 20500

Dear Mr. President:

The news blazed across the nation today of yet another brutal attack on the few remaining Serbs
in Kosovo. On this occasion a premeditated attack-military sources called in an "ambush"-took
place on a UNHCR bus.

Secretary of State Albright condemned the attack and repeated the mantra that we have
incessantly heard over the past months that murders of Serbs must stop. Yet nothing happens.
No effective action is being taken to restore law and order on Kosovo society. What has
happened is that the illegal NATO war has caused Kosovo to take an immense step backward.
Under the NATO occupation, ethnic cleansing of Serbs and other non-Albanian nationalities has
been legitimized. We are collaborating in turning this once muilticultural province of Kosovo into a
monoethnic territory controlled by terrorists and drug traffickers. The damage to U.S. interests is
enormous. The damage to our national honor and that of NATO is even greater.

The time has come for NATO to look hard at their role and to see that it is wholly
counterproductive. NATO's presence in Kosovo is implicating the aliiance in genocide against the
Serbs, collusion with terrorists, dismemberment of the sovereign state of Yugoslavia and
facilitating ethnic cleansing. This shameful role full of deceit, hypocrisy, double standards, broken
promises and deception is destroying NATO's credibility as an agent for peace and stability.
There is mounting evidence that even our NATO allies can no longer stomach the ignominy of
their actions in Kosovo.

Rather than compound the present folly, Mr. President, NATO should withdraw from Kosovo and
hand over its functions to a body, perhaps the OSCE, who can administer matters fairly and
impartially. NATO has disqualified itself. The sooner it leaves the better.

Sincerely,
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People tired of standoff with West, economic deprivation Image: Yugoslavia-cold

weather <http://mww.msnbc. com/news/536745.jpg>
A Serbian refugee from Kosovo tries to sell goods he got as humanitarian aid on a sub-zero day in Uzice, about 120 miles southwest of Belgrade.
<http://www.msnbc.com/Site Elements/clear.gif>

By Edward Cody
WASHINGTON POST

BELGRADE — As a retired pediatrician largely dependent on his
government pension, Sinisa Andjelkovic feels the pinch of economic
sanctions against Yugoslavia every time he goes shopping. With
tangerines at more than §1 a pound and even potatoes almost as high,
Andjelkovic moves through the crowded lanes of Belgrade’s Kalenic
Market counting his pennies and cursing his luck.
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.. . are doing this to us,” Andjelkovic, 73, complained,
President Clinton. “I cannot forgive them for this. .

. . There is nothj
out of the straits we are in. People stronger than we are fighting over

our backs ”
Andjelkovic’

Ng we can do to get

s lament, expressed durin i
. ] g a shuffle among the stalls of meat, fruit, vegetables and cheese at
Kalenic, could speak for all Serbians toda - ‘

- . After enduring sanctions fi t of the last decade — and after a
U.S.-led bombing campaign last y g sanctions for most of the last decade

_ r spring that for 78 days pounded the country’s infrastructure — people here
seem tired: tired of sanctions, tir i i m b

. ed of deprivation, tired of making do and, most of all, tired of their
reputation as a people to be shunned.

A widely predicted winter disaster for Serbia’s battered power and energy networks, which some had

counted on to push Serbia’s 10 million inhabitants to rise up against President Slobodan Milosevic, has not
occurred, at least not so far. By ingenuity, discreet purchases and some help from its neighbors, Milosevic’s

government has kept electricity flowing despite NATO’s high-tech strikes against distribution grids. A strong
agngulture, supplemented by smuggling, has kept dinner tables full. Russian natural gas has been piped in for
heating. And despite U.S. and European Union bans on

: petroleum sales, so much gasoline has appeared on
Serbia’s semiofficial free market that prices here — about $2 a gallon — are lower than in neighboring
Hungary.

Recent Post coverage

<http:/iwww.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A25559-2000F eb8.htm|> Opposition

Blasts Milosevic Over Assassination <http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A25559-
2000Feb8.html>

<http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A22756-2000Feb7.html> Milosevic Ally Is

Assassinated in Belgrade <http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A22756-
2000Feb7 .html>

<http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A16786-2000Jan23.html> Three Serbs
Arrested in Slaying of Arkan <http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A16786-
2000Jan23.html>

<http://lwww.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A684016-2000Jan19.html>
Assassinated War Crimes Figure May Have Contacted Tribunal
<http://www.washingtonpost. com/wp-dyn/articles/A64016-2000Jan19.htmi>

<http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A51083-2000Jan15.html>  Accused
Serbian War Criminal Arkan Is Slain <http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A51083-
2000Jan15.htmi>
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“They’r: goi?ll;tti)ur:::;: ?tg:}:,l-wr, ﬁou havle What is happening now,” said a European diplomat in Belgrade.
means has very [itt|e chance o(f)'ug o winter. . ... Any strategy of squeezing out Milosevic by economic
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$65 — and his rent alone is_$50. To fill in the gaps for himself and his wife, he makes notebooks and address
bOOI\‘:(s at home in the evening and hawks them in the street, each for about the price of a pack of cigarettes.
I was an excellent student,” Zibkosac, 34, said through a mirthless smile, “and you see where it got
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Economic sanctions imposed after the war over Kosovo have come to be seen here as another
chapter in a long political and economic squeeze against Serbia, the predominant republic in the Yugoslav
federation. Viewed from Belgrade, the same hardships have been in place more or less throughout a decade
of conflict as Slovenia, Macedonia, Croatia, Bosnia and now Kosovo spun away from central control — with
Montenegro showing signs it might complete the breakup soon, leaving Serbia by itself.

The result has been devastation of what had been Eastern Europe’s most developed middle class and
open dissatisfaction with Milosevic’s rule, which is widely blamed for both the breakup and the hard times.
“Greater Serbia is only a little Serbia now, and it could get even littler if our daddy takes us into another
war,” said a disillusioned waiter in Kragujevac, a town 60 miles south of Belgrade.

But even the Serbian leader’s political enemies say that there has not developed the strong momentum
for a change of government that his adversaries in Washington and European capitals had hoped. And the
relative smoothness so far of this crucial winter has left most people more interested in coping with their
everyday difficulties than in heeding opposition calls for massive street protests,

“People are in such a state of apathy,” complained Ognjen Pribicevic, political adviser to the opposition
leader Vuk Draskovic. “There is no enthusiasm.”

“The poorer the situation gets, the calmer it is,” reasoned Milan Ninkovic, a railway worker who blames
Milosevic for the economic troubles but sees little chance of change any time soon,
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(February 10, 2000 2:44 a.m. EST http:/Awww.nandotimes.com) - New year, old problems. Navy Seals
boarded a Russian tanker smuggling Iraqi oil out of the Persian Gulf, which explains how
Saddam Hussein continues to enrich himself while his people suffer the effects of an economic
embargo intended to topple him.

The ship is docked in Oman, where the oil will be sold to defray the costs of the intercept and
Omani port fees. But the Russians will get their tanker back and Saddam will remain comfortably
in power, his bank accounts hardly dented.

Besides Russian tankers, ships flying many other flags help Saddam circumvent sanctions. By
State Department count, 12,000 vessels have been intercepted by American and allied warships
since the embargo was imposed after Irag's conquest of Kuwait in 1990, and about 700 were
diverted when found to be carrying Iragi oil.

Turkey and Iran also help in the smuggling of Iraqi oil. Turkish tanker trucks openly cross the
border of northern Irag, right beneath the noses of U.S. pilots patrolling Irag's "no fly" zones, but
little is said about it because Turkey is a loyal NATO ally and heavily dependent on Iragi oil and
gas.

Despite the intercepts, the State Department estimates that Iraq smuggles 100,000 barrels of oil
daily over and above the $5.2 billion limit it is allowed to export every six months to buy food,
medicine and other essentials.

The value of the smuggled oil, at current prices, is more than $3 million a day. It's a safe bet that
little of this is used to benefit the Iragi people.

Saddam's personal wealth is estimated at more than $6 billion, and he is 6th richest on Forbes'
list of "Kings, Queens and Dictators."

Since the Gulf War, Saddam has built more than 40 palaces and plush vacation resorts for
himself, his family and friends. He has also rebuilt missile facilities destroyed by U.S. and British



air raids in Dece g
programs. mber, 1998, and buildings that housed his chemical, biological and nuclear arms

Mean i 1 iz
over t\rfg ':)eés?ﬁghdad S health ministry says there have been 1.2 million sanctions-related deaths
Ne years, many of them children felled by inadequate nutrition, lack of medicines

and other erosions in the h e
ealth care system. The figures may be suspect but the suffering is
well-documented by nongovernmental aid agencies. "

Igg g‘Nt' Security Council recently offered to lift sanctions within four months if Saddam
perates with a new weapons inspection system headed by Hans Blix, formerly head of the

Vienna-based International Atomic Energy Agency. But Saddam, who kicked out all weapons
INspectors in 1998, has again refused.

Short of going to war there's no way to make him comply. And pressure is building from three of

the Security Council's five permanent members - Russia, China and France - to lift sanctions
without his compliance.

Slobodan Milosevic is another foe whom sanctions have failed to dislodge.

CIA Director George Tenet told the Senate Intelligence Committee last week the Yugoslav
president's hold on power is "not seriously shaken."

He controls the military, his inner circle remains "loyal, or at least cowed," and he has an
"effective media machine."

In just eight years Milosevic has started and lost four wars. His dreams of a "Greater Serbia"
have led to a lesser Serbia, allied only with an increasingly hostile Montenegro in what's left of
Yugoslavia. He has cost the Serbian economy $50 billion in international sanctions and $30
billion in war damage, which the West won't repair until he is driven from office.

Yugoslavia is now the poorest country in Europe. Poverty has doubled in the past year, with 64
percent of the population living on less than $30 a month. And more than half of all Serb workers
are unemployed.

While the Milosevic-controlled news media blames "NATO aggression" for Serbia's economic
woes, most Serbs blame Milosevic. But he survives by putting loyalists in charge of every level of
government and rewarding them handsomely with business monopolies.

The head of the national oil company is also chairman of the Serbian parliament. The prime
minister heads an export-import company. And Milosevic himself skims off Serbia's thriving black
market, which accounts for a third of the country's gross domestic product.

By now it should be abundantly clear to everyone that sanctions cannot dislodge dictators.

Holger Jensen <mailto:hjens@aol.com> is international editor of the Denver Rocky
Mountain News.
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Kosovo was a disaster - just as Cook was warned
February 10, 2000
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Boris Johnson, Daily Telegraph

The great thing about the Kosovo war, the point that every schoolboy will remember, is that we
won. Oh yes we jolly well did. In spite of all the cynics and the sneerers, as Alistair Campbell
might put it, in spite of all the carping from the sidelines about the strategy, we kept on going with
our brilliant policy of bombing. We bombed and bombed and bombed for three months, from a
height of 5,000ft.

We dropped 23,614 air munitions, and destroyed 372 Serb factories. We killed about 500 Serb
civilians and about 560 members of the Serb police force and army in Kosovo. Our great war
leader Tony Blair was hailed by returning Albanians with cries of To-nee, To-nee.

Britain was much praised for the bellicosity of the Prime Minister's rhetoric, even if this country
contributed only four per cent of the‘ military effort, next to the 90 per cent supplied by the
Pentagon. Blair achieved his objectives. It may have been bloody. It may have been tough. It may
seem a little curious, in retrospect, that the refugee crisis, when more than a million Albanians



were expelled from Kosovo, actually occurred after the beginning of the air strikes. But never

mind. We won because we had to wi ! : _
e, win. B Nato's
credibility was at stake. ecause victory was the only exit. Because Na

gnd for most people that will be enough and they will pass over the present anniversary of the
! ambou_ulet talks with magnificent indifference. But there are some zealots who still take an
;?terest in the Kospvo conflict, and they may try, over the next few weeks, to make themselves
eard abpve the din of big stories, like Sophie's fox fur hat. There are those, like Robin Cook and
Tony Bl_a|r gnd Bill Clinton and Madeleine Albright, who believe this war represented a beautiful
lnnovatvaon in foreign policy. Shorn of vulgar accretions such as national self-interest, or even
strategic purpose, this was the first exclusively moral war. It was fought for purely humanitarian
reason_s (even if, ahem, the first and most important effect of the air strikes was to precipitate a
humanl_tarian disaster of biblical proportions). It was the first assertion of the New World Order, in
which liberal values could be imposed in spite of such figments as international law or national
sovereignty; like the EU's ostracism of Austria. Then there is another group of people who take
an interest in the anniversary, people who believe, like me, that the Kosovo war was a
cataclysmic cock-up, and who believe it is an amazing tribute to the manipulative skills of the

Blair government that Cook and Albright are not this week being burnt in effigy across the
civilised world for their grotesque bungling.

What did the war really achieve, at a cost of £800 million for weapons alone? We certainly got
"Yugoslav troops out". The Third Army and the MUP policemen have returned to Serbia. As it
happens, the withdrawal of the army so terrified the Serbs and other non-Albanians in Kosovo
that 265,000 of them also fled, some of them being killed by the advancing Albanians, and some
80 Orthodox churches being destroyed by the KLA.

Blair was also right to say that we have got "our troops in". In fact, we have got many thousands
of them there for the foreseeable future, policing a new Ulster where the language is (more)
unintelligible to the squaddies. They are finding it very difficult to stop ethnic killings in places
such as Kosovska Mitrovica, which are now taking place at a higher rate than before the bombing
began. They are discovering what we had been told all along; that the KLA are a bunch of thugs,
masterminding, among other things, a white slave trade via Italy to the brothels of Brussels. One
Nato soldier has already been accused of rape of an underage girl, and there is evidence that
some troops are already being dragged into the KLA's criminal syndicates.

And Blair has been wholly vindicated in pledging to get the "refugees back home". Except, of
course, that many of the million have returned to ruined homes.

How did this disaster occur? Through straightforward diplomatic error by Cook and Albright.
When British diplomats in Belgrade saw the text of the Rambouillet agreement, with its proviso
that Nato troops should be allowed throughout Serbia, they were amazed. They knew that
Milosevic could not accept it. When they heard that air strikes were threatened, they advised
against, since they did not believe that Milosevic would fold after a few days. They could not see
the logic of withdrawing the monitors from Kosovo just as the air strikes began.

After all that bombing, and all those casualties, we seem merely to have switched one tyranny for
another, with our own soldiers now permanently caught in the crossfire. We have caused an
exodus of Serbs, gypsies and others, at least some of whom may have been entirely innocent. If
Western politicians try to extract any kind of credit from this outcome, they should be pelted with
copies of the Rambouillet accord.
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"Panorama": KLA rules Kosovo, not KFOR
February 11, 2000

l
| KLA persecuted them from Kosovo <http://www.serbia-info.com/g3/images/mediapanorama.jpg>
/{I" *KLA persecuted them from Kosovo

r'/]' Rome, February 11 (Tanjug)- The so-called ethnic-Albanian KLA is in command in Kosovo and
) Metohija, despite the presence of the KFOR international forces, the Italian weekly Panorama
> said, commenting the continued violence against the non-Albanian population in the province.

1

/~Citing the OSCE report for December, Panorama said the violence was organized by militant KLA

/Separatists. "The doubtful guerrilla movement has been accused also of cooperating with the
fL}%osovo and Metohija mafia," the Milan weekly set out.

=i ¢ 'éhe Human Rights Watch shares the opinion that orders for the violence in Serbia's southern
( province come from the militant KLA and KLA members are the perpetrators of the most brutal

' crimes there.
i

The journalist of "Panorama”, Elisabeth Burbo says that one of the officials of the UN
organization personally told her that since last July, KLA carried out organized ethnic cleansing

in Kosovo.



_he anti-democratic and violent KLA, which is NOw unpopular among Kosovo and Metohija
slbanians, themselves is stronger than ever before," the weekly Panorama said.
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he rwenticth session of the Governing Couneil of the Uniced

Contlict ': reword
Consequences _

' the organisation. The meeting strongly endorsed the

for the nVlronment re-orientation of the corporate objectives of UNEP and focused UNEP

activities invo five core areas of concentration, ! i

Central 1o this new rationalised policy focus is the commitment by © . e

UNEP 10 enhance and sirengthen its capability in the fields of information, monitoring, assessment and

& H uman Se“lements carly warning, This crucial decision is ar the heart of UNEP's role within the United Natians family as the

caaalytic organisation for the enviconment. It pusitions the organisation 1o be able to respand and be avail-

able for cffective and objective neutral scientific assessments in such areas as natural diasters and man-made

environmental problems. R 211}

In keeping with this Governing Council decision and ar the stiong recommendation of the United |1 : j

Tabl e Of C O n te I,_l_t Nations Inter-agency Humanitarian Needs Assessment Mission, which visited the Federal Republic of | ST
S Yugoslavia under the leadership of UN Under-Secretary-General, Sergio Vierra de Mello, the Joine | k!
a

UNEP/UNCHS (Habitar) Balkans Task Force (BTF) came into being, It was charged with the task of urgent- || A

ly carrying out a detailed assessment of the environmental and human setdements impact of the conflicr. =]
BTF was a joint iniative berween UNEP and UNCHS (Habirac) and in line with the mandate of &l
1. Foreword 3 UNCHS 1o focus on normative functions, the task force integrated 2 human setdemtents component :
by Klaus Topfer working alongside the United Nations Mission in Kosove (UNMIK). <24 AGEG
Pekka Haavisto, the former Finnish Environment and Development Cooperation Minister, agreed to ]
& iitrodustion 4 serve as BTF chairman. He quickly set abour pulling roether an international group of experts 1o work in 3 ,

conjunction with the Nairobi headquartered in-heuse UNEP and UNCHS teams. | should like to thank
Pekka Haavisto for his personal commiument and hard work in carrying out this role. {
Throughout the BTF process some sixty experts have been invelved in the assessment missions. They =

by Pekka Haavisto

3. Chronology of the Kosovo Conflict 12-21 were drawn from a wide range of different backgrounds and experience and included input from six UN )
agencics and departments, 19 countries and 26 NGOs and scientific institutions, i
. Onc of the central requirements of the BTF project was tha its acrivities should not divert resources e e
4. State of the Environment & Human Settlements in from existing UNEP and UNCHS programmes in other parts of the world. To this end, [ am pleased o JUEL
the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia be able to report thar the entire BTF operation has been funded from additional veluntary contributions )
prior to the Kosovo Conflict 22.27 ensuring no dilution of activities to existing priorities and commitments, My thanks go to those donors

wha contribured finance and support in kind.
5 B L. The results and recommendaions of the BTF make interesting reading. They highlight the linkage
5. Principal findings of the BTF Technical Missions berwcen envitonmental polution and humanitarian asisunce. This report aso demorstzates the need for || Nt
and Desk Assessment Group 28-71 environmental and human settlement planning in conflict management. | am convinced that such 2 neu- A Y
wral, objective and scientific assessment of the real situation on the ground in a postconflict situation is | ¢
essential. This approach provides a much-needed and reliable soutce of information to the peaples affected. 1L |

6. Recommendations 7251 It also provides a management tool for the internarional community as an integrated part of the necds assess-
ment requirements in the overall emergency humanitanian effort in war-torn aneas,
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ommendations

he following recommendations are aimed at highlighting activities that
are urgent to halt or mitigate the further degradation of the state of the
environment in FRY, and diminish the risks to human health,

The main responsibility for clean-up efforts rests with the FRY authorities.
Nevertheless, the international community must be ready to take action when urgent
humanitarian needs are in question, or when and where the democratic development
of the entire region could be enhanced.

An unhealthy and dangerously polluted environment does not provide a sound
basis for the well-being of human populations or for business and trade. However, the
implementation of the recommendations will not only depend on the availabilicy of
funds; political concerns related to the international embargo of Serbia will also have
to be taken into account. In the current contexr, international assistance for recon-
struction will only be available for the Republic of Montenegro and Province of

Kasovo. However, the hot spots of special environmental concern identified in Serbia
will require immediate action from a humanitarian point of view.

The recommendations made by BTF are based on the findings of the technical
ficld missions, Desk Assessment Group, and extensive discussions within an interna-

tional nerwork of individual experts and organisatiens. They also take into account
ongoing initiatives, such as the projects implemented by FOCUS.

The recommendations distinguish berween short-term actions aimed at imme-
diate clean-up, and longer-term recommendations, also taking institutional strength-
ening, reconstruction and resumption of industrial activities into account. Normal
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economic activities, including production at some of the contaminated sites, have
begun to resume. This could aggravate the situation, and the BTF emphasises that
clean-up and careful handling of contaminated material has to be given a particular-
Iy high priority ar these sites.

Industrial Sites
B Immediate Action

The first four paragraphs refer to all of the heavily-contaminated industrial sites; spe-
cific recommendations for the major hot spots follow.

5

Detailed groundwater scudies and monitoring of drinking warer should be con-
ducted to determine whether pollution has contaminated sources of drinking
water (this recommendation should be implemented for all of the hor spots -

Panéevo, Kragujevac, Novi Sad and Bor - and other sites potentially at risk).

Surface soil contaminated with heavy oil, PCBs, heavy merals and other haz-
ardous substances should be given remedial treatment and, if necessary, removed
from all industrial sites (i.e. Panéevo, Kragujevac, Bor, Novi Sad, Baric, Kraljevo,
Nis, Novi Beograd, Obrenovac region, Prahovo and Pristina), and securely
stared (see below).

A detailed waste disPosn| P|:1n should be developcd and implemented for every
site, and for the FRY as a whole. Immediate action should be taken for the
secure storage of hazardous waste (including medical waste), even if facilities for
its final treatment or disposal are not yer available {see also page 80).

Monitoring of air, water, soil, agricultural products and human health, as well
as communication of the results of such monitoring to the population around
all industrial *hot spots’, should be continued, and, if necessary, increased.

Pancevo: urgent remedial
action should be raken ac the
wastewater canal heavily contami-
nated with EDC and mercury.
Immediate clean-up of the mer-
cury spill at the petrochemical
factory should also be implement-
ed. Derailed recommendations
are 1o

a) consider the wastewater canal
as an environmental hort spor,
with special risk ro the aquaric
environment of the Danube,
and implement the following

X = __...- o ) [ : ! -
Damaged YCM tank at the pelrochemical plant in Pandevo
Phota: BIF
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measures as soon as possible:

+ complete isolation of the canal warer and sediments from the Danube by
construction of a physical barrier (alternative wastewater facilities to be
implemented at the same time);

+ removal of oil attached o the banks and vegetation along the canal and
around its confluence with the Danube (to be done before next Danube
flood period);

« detailed mapping of EDC, oil and mercury distribution in the canal;

« use of a suction dredger to remove the borrom sediments contaminated
with EDC (based on the results of EDC mapping) 5

» secure disposal of the contaminated sediments.

b) remove and securely store the metallic mercury on the floor of the petro-
chemical plant; recover as much of the main spillage as possible by suction,
and use chemical binding to assist with removal of residual quantities.

¢) implement in situ remedial actions to clean up the groundwater which is
highly contaminated with chlorinated solvents.

d) clean collector channels at the oil refinery to prevent further potential cont-
amination of the Danube with oil and oil products.

Kragujevac: ar the Zastava car plant, action should be taken to improve
storage of the significant quantities of hazardous waste generated by operation
of the factory, as well as by the air strikes. Immediate steps should be taken to
clean up PCB and diexin contamination. Specific recommendations are te:

a) inform the managers of the site about the contaminated areas and associat-
ed risks, in particular with regard to the security of workers conducring the
clean-up operations;

b} remove the concrete floor of the paint works with extreme care and as thor-
oughly as possible to a depth of at least 5cm;

¢) place the PCB- and dioxin-bearing deposits and the broken concrere in
secure, dry storage. Idcally, the marerial would be taken to a hazardous waste
treatment facility;

d) empty the water tanks before any major clean up and reconstruction of the
paint shop is considered. Carry out a more derailed study to gain addirional
information about the pollutants present in the different tanks. Do not

release the water from the tanks into the river or wastewater system. Take
urgent measures to prevent rainwater from increasing the volume of the
tanks or causing them to overflow;

[

—

use available techniques to treat the polluted water in the tanks, for example
through some type of filtration or through adsorbing materials (like active
carbon or a peat bed).

Novi Sad: deuiled studies should be carried out to determine whether oil
and oil product pollution has contaminated the groundwater. Specific recom-
mendations are to:

a) carry out further investigations within the refinery compound, Seil contam-
inated with heavier oils should be removed and disposed of under concrolled
conditions, using recovery technologics wherever possible. Soil and ground-
water contaminated by lighter, mare volatile oil products should be treated
using in situ methods;

b) drill an observation well to confirm that free-phase gasoline is floating on top
of the groundwater. Any floating gasoline should be removed using in situ
methods, contaminated groundwarer should also be cleaned up using in situ

treatment;

¢} continue abstraction from the well which was closed (well test and water
quality sampling should alse be carried out periodically), so that contami-
naring substances (oil, erc.) are also withdrawn, thereby reducing the risk of
contaminating adjacent wells (hydrological barrier)s

d) carry out appropriate tests to assess the hazard posed to the drinking water
supply of Novi Sad through location of wells close o the oil refinery.

Bor: immediate action should be taken to prevent further releases of large
amounss of sulphur dioxide gas in the atmosphere; damaged rtransformers and
capacitors containing PCB oils should be removed and stored securely. Specific
recommendations are to:

a) resume the production of sulphuric acid, thus binding the sulphur dioxide
now released into the atmosphere;

b) treat the leaking capacitors and transformers, together with contaminated
soil, as hazardous waste and deal with it accordingly.




Environmental impacts on the Danube

The result of laboratory analysis of samples taken from the Danube sediment and
b.mta revealed significant chronic pollution, both upstream and downstream of the
sites directly affected by the conflict. It is therefore strongly recommended that:

9  Follow-up monitoring be carried out with extension of the sampling to the con-
fluence of major tributaries, e.g. Drava, Sava, Tisa and Morava rivers, as well as

to the upstream (Hungarian) and downstream (Romanian = Bulgarian) reaches
of the Danube.

10 An appropriate monitoring programme should be developed and implemented.
This should be based on existing programmes but designed to be fully compat-
ible with the ICPDR’s TransNational Monitoring Network for the Danube
River Basin (also sec page 81).

11 Significant long-term efforts should be made to reduce berth acute, point-source
pollution and chronic pollution from industrial and urban effluent through
investment in appropriate production and waste mANagement processes.

Depleted Uranium

m Immediate Action

42 Itis necessary to obtain information from NATO confirming if, how and where
DU was used during the Kosovo conflict. This isa prerequisite for verifying ini-

tial risk assessments, making necessary measurements, and taking precautionary
actions.

Further measurements should be organised as soon as possible to identify passi-
ble contamination and verify assumptions. Highest priority should be given to
finding picces of depleted uranium, heavily contaminated surfaces and other

*hot spots’. Measures should be taken for the secure storage of any contaminat-
ed material recovered.

14 A thorough review of the effects on health of medium- and long-term exposure
to depleted uranium should be undertaken under the auspices of the World

o

Health Organisation.

15 Ac places where contamination has been confirmed, measures should be taken
to prevent access. The local autharities and people concerned should be
informed of the possible risks and appropriate precautionary measures.

W Monitoring

16 Appropriately designed health examination programmes should be established
in areas where use of DU is confirmed.

Biodiversity
m Immediate Action

417 Clearance of unexploded ordnance
remaining in protected arcas (pri marily
cluster bomblets) should be undertak-
en and measures implemented 1o issue
warnings and restrict access to certain
areas.

18 There is an urgent need to rebuild the
nature conservation infrastructure and
management system in Kosovo; as a
first step, efforts should be made to
recover all relevant information on bio-
diversity in the province.

Phata: BTF

Bormb craters in Fruska Gora National Park

m Management and
Monitoring

19 Management plans should be prepared and implemented for each of the

damaged sites. The planning process should take environmental risks of

reconstruction acrivities into account. The threats to national parks posed by

tourism, changes in traditional land management practices and other legal and




20

21

illegal economic activities should be assessed.

Priority should be given to establishment of the proposed Prokletije National
Park, both because of its exceptionally high biodiversity and its significant
potential role as a transboundary ‘peace park’ (Kosovo-Montenegro-Albania).
Preparations and research on the Kosovo and Montenegro sectors were well
advanced prior to the conflict.

Long-term monitoring of the impacts of the conflict on protected areas, includ-
ing the effects of reconstruction activities, should be conducted.

Human Settlements Priorities for
Action in Kosovo

22 Medium-term housing rehabilitation strategies should be developed in close

consultation with local stakeholders. Given the particular conditions of Kesovo,
such strategies should enable the recovery of local capacities in the construction
industry, building materials production and the operation of financial systems.
Establishing traditional programmes of assistance that will prolong Kosovo's

dependence on external support.

23  An assessment should be made of the resources available within Kosove, includ-

ing the income due to remittances and trade, that can be put at the service of
rehabilitation activities. Such assessments are absolutely necessary before a cred-
ible rehabiliration strategy is in place, both to ensure the maximum use of local
capacities and to target such programmes to the most needy sectors of the pop-

ularion.

24 As part of BTF/UNCHS (Habitar) on-going support activiries o UNMIK,

medium-term technical support programmes should be developed in the arcas
of:

+ production of guidelines and procedures for municipal administration;
» the regularisation of housing and property rights and the establishment of and
independent mechanism to deal with these issues;

« the development of a cadastral information system and the upgrading of

property registrics and documentation.

Long-Term Institution Building

25 The capacities of the environmental administration in the FRY, the Republic of
Serbia, the Republic of Montenegro and the Province of Kosovo, as well as at
the municipal level, should be strengthened by providing sound economic
frameworks and targered training acrivities.

26 The environmental Monitoring System in the FRY should be redesigned and
strengthened at both the federal and local levels, focusing on water, air, biodi-
versity and human health, and, in particular, targeting environmental hot spots.
The environmental information network should be strengthened by establish-
ing an internationally (i.c. EEA, UNEPD international environmental conven-

tions) compatible system.

27 The potential benefits of FRY participation and full integration, when political
circumstances permit, in the work of international organisations and regional
environmental processes {Environment for Europe, Danube Convention, etc.)
should be recognised (see pages 80-81 for informarion on Basel and Danube
Conventions, of special relevance to BTF findings).

28 The private sector (business, industry) should be more involved in environ-
mental planning and take environmental considerations into account during
reconstruction and when taking up industrial activities.

29 The non-governmental sector should be stren thened: for example, by raisin
B B! P g
environmental awareness, improving access o environmental information and
promoting greater involvement in environmental policy-making locally, nation-
ally and internationally. This will strengthen civil sociery and contribute to
y Y.
greater subility of the entire region.

30 The United Nations Mission in Kesovo (UNMIK) should develop capacicy on
environmental issues and integrate cavironmental considerations into other

components of its activities.
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Amnesty International - News Release - EUR 70/05/99
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YUGOSLAVIA - Kosovo Province

The truth behind the killings of 45 ethnic Albanians in Kosovo must
be found

_CUP)'I'fs_'ﬂ notice: The copyright for this document rests with Amnesty Interational. You may download and read it. You may not alter this
information, repost or sell it without permission. If you use this document, you are encouraged 1o make a donation to Amnesty International to suppori
future research, Here you can find the address of your nearcst Al office
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FYR - Kosovo Province

The truth behind the killings of 45 ethnic Albanians in Kosovo must be found

Those responsible for killing some 45 ethnic Albanians in Racak village on 15 January 1999 may never be brought to justice unless
independent investigators are immediately allowed to do their work, Amnesty International said today.

The arganization also expressed tears for the safety of the villagers still in Ragak, and in at least two surround ing villages to which the
recent violence seems to have spread,

The vietims’ bodies — including three women, a 12-year-old child and several elderly men — were found on 16 January 1999 by
members of the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) Verification Mission, in and around Racak, less than 30
kilometres south of the capital, Pristina,

"This brutal erime is chillingly similar to the first reports of large-scale killings of cthnic Albanian civilians, less than one year ago,”
Amnesty International said. "The truth about what happened then was never cstablished, and those responsible are therefore still free."

“IT history is not to repeat itself it is essential to find out what happened in Racak on 15 January and bring those responsible to justice,”

"Given the present situation in Kosovo, domestic investigations cannot be regarded as impartial. The authorities should therefore do
everything in their power to protecet the site of the killings, and to preserve the victims’ bodies to allow for thorou gh independent and
impartial autopsics to be performed," Amnesty International said.

Many of the victims had reportedly been shot through the head at close range and some showed signs of mutilation,

The victims appeared to be local villagers, possibly with some members of the ethnic Albanian Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA) among
them. They had been caught up in last week’s renewed [ighting between the KLA and Serbian seeurity forces in the Stimlje-Urogevac

arca.

As villagers fled their homes, some men were reportedly arrested by Serbian police and taken to the Stimlje police station. Amnesty
International is extremely concerned that those arrested may be tortured and ill-treated in police custody and is u rging the authorities to
protect them.

"We also strongly urge the Serbian and Federal Yugoslav authoritics to abide by their obligations under international humanitarian law
to protect the civilian population, both in Raéak and in surrounding villages, and to ensure that their sceurity forces do the same,"
Amnesty International said.

Attempts by the PriStina district investigating magistrate, Danica Marinkovia, to investigate the scene of the kﬂl_ing_s on 17 January
failed, apparently because the area was still too dangerous. On 18 January, Serbian police forces, stationed on hillsides overlooking the
village, reportedly resumed firing at Racak village.

On 18 January, the chiel prosccutor of the International Criminal Tribunal for former Yugoslavia, Louisc Arbour, was stopped at the
border between the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, and banned from entering the
country. The Federal Republic of Yugoeslavia has denicd Tribunal investigators access for the past 10 months, claiming that the
Tribunal has no jurisdiction over its territory.

http://www.amnesty.org/news/1999/47000599 htm . 03-09-00
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"The authorities should coo

: perate fully with the independent investigators, and provide them with all information concerning the police
and seeurity foree

s” operations,” Amnesty International said.

Background

Over 2,000 people died after armed conflict erupted in Kosovo

execuled or deliberately ang arbitrarily killed. Some 700 people

provinee in February 1998, Many of them were extra-judicially
remain unaccounted for.

» the majority cthnic Albanians but also including over a hundred Serbs,

At least 1,000 ethnic
them were tortured o

interrogations, Ma ny
them.

Albanians were delained by the Serbian authorities in
rill-treated in custody. As many as five may have died
of the detainees are currently being tried even though

1998. Amnesty International has evidence that many of’
in 1998 as a result of injuries sustained during brutal
there is no solid evidence to support the charges against

The October 1998 cease-lirc markedly reduced violence in Kosovo. The international OSCE “Verification Mission”
that monitoring respect for human rights is part of

deployed in the provinee to date, and those in the {

has acknowledged
its mission. However, only 700 of the envisaged 1,400 mission members have been
ield have expericneed great diffieulties in carrying out their mandate.

Source: Amnesty International, International Secretariat, 1 Easton Street, WCIX 8DJ, London, United Kingdom

Al News | Al Publication Index | Home
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. NATO - KOsovo

Updated: 21-Mar-2000 - Kosovo one year on

Introduction

A year ago, NATO launched its airpower to end the repression in Kosovo
— and succeeded. In the blizzard of words tiat has followed it is easy to
overlook that simple fact. Much is still misunderstood about what
happened. Now is an appropriate time to look back on what NATO did
during the conflict, to review what KFOR has achieved since, and to look
ahead. The risks were high — NATO faced many problems — and the price
was high. But as the Alliance promised at the time, Serb forces are out,

KFOR is in. and the refugees are home. However, there should be no
illusions — the task remaining is formidable.

The crisis was a long time in the making and cannot be solved in a year.
While an enormous amount has been achieved — often unheralded — no-
one can be satisfied with the current situation. But for those who have
doubts, the simple answer is to look at the alternatives. The OSCE report,
Kosovo/Kosova As Seen, As Toid, makes what happened appallingly
clear, painting a stiocking picture of a planned campaign of violence
against Kosovar Albanian civilions. No-one was safe it says, “There is
chilling evidence of the nurderous targeting of children, with the aim of
terrorizing and punishing adults and conununities.” If NATO had not
acted, then that spiral of violence would have intensified, and the death
toll escalated. There would now be many hundreds of thousands of
refugees, with neighbouring countries under pressure and the whole
region destabilised. Critics, including those who now criticise NATO for
what it has done, would be condemning the Alliance for what it had not
done.

The challenge now, and by no means just for NATO, is to complete the
job. The air campaign and entry of KFOR have created a platform to
build upon, but that requires resources and continuing commitment, or
there is a risk that hard-won success couid drift away. The people of
Kosovo, and their leaders, must also seize the opportunities presented, or
risk losing the goodwill and backing of the international community. It is
ethnic hatred that has brought disaster in the past, and however hard,
however bitter the memories, it must be set aside if the future is to be
truly different.

It was Edmund Burke who said that for evil to triumph it is only
necessary for good men to do nothing. In March last year, NATO’s 19
nations acted. The following is my pcrsonal reflection on Kosovo one
year on.

http:// www.nato.int/kosovo/repo2000/intro.htm 14-6-2000
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Updated: 21-Mar-2000 Kosovo one year on

Background to the crisis

When NATO launched its air campaign, the situation in Kosovo was
one of rising sthnic violence, suppression of democracy, a breakdown of
law

and order, systematic human rights abuses by the ruling authorities, and a
refusal by the Belgrade government to seek, or accept, a political
solution.

At the same time, there was evidence that the government of the Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia was planning to escalate its campaign of
repression.

The international community could see a humanitarian disaster looming.
Reluctantly, NATO decided to use force.

The conditions leading to this crisis were both long and short-term.

The Balkans, on the historical fault-line between Ottoman and European
cultures and religions, have long been a troubled area. Centuries of
tension

were fullowed by decades of authoritarian rule under President Tito,
which \

suppressed, but did not find solutions to, these underlying tensions.

In Kosovo, the seeds of tragedy can be traced to the rise to power of
Slobodan Milosovic, his now infamous speech at Kosovo Polje in 1987,
and

the revocation in 1989 of the autonomous status of the province, bringing
it

under the direct control of the government in Belgrade. In the years that
followed, the majority population of Kosovo were progressively denied
the

right to govern their own affairs, to earn a living for themselves, to have
access to the legal and judicial system, and to be able to educate their
children in their own language and culture.

Initially, the Kosovar Albanians struggled to cope with this situation by
peaceful means. The Serbs dominated the administrative structures and
the

Kosovar Albanian leadership eventually formed a kind of parallel
“governmeri”. It even held elections, and tried to provide the education
and

medical care the Albanians were denied by the Yugoslav govermnment.
Eventually, as peaceful opposition failed to yield results, some Kosovar
Albanians took up arms and organised themselves into what became
known

as the Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA).

http://www.nato.int/kosovo/repo2000/backgrou.htm 14-6-2000
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The KL A was, in effect, a direct product of Serb repression. But the
emergence of an armed Kosovar Albanian force was used by the
Yugoslav

authorities to justify yet more violence, further alienating and radicalising
the
population. As the situation in Kosovo deteriorated, the international

* community became increasingly concerned about the human rights
situation
and its potential to spread instability to neighbouring countries in the
region.

international pressure is applied

In December 1997, NATO foreign ministers confirmed that NATO's
interest in stability in the Balkans extended beyond Bosnia and
Herzegovina to the surrounding region, and expressed concern at the
rising ethnic tension in Kosovo.

It is important to recall the enormous effort made by NATO and the
international community to aveid military intervention over Kosovo,
while making clear to President Milosevic its ultimate preparedness to
use force, if necessary. Experience had taught that diplomacy without the
threat of force would be wasted on him. In the spring of 1998, NATO
ministers called on all parties to seek a peaceful rcsoiution to the crisis,
while directing the Alliance’s military authorities to prepare options for
the use of force, should it prove necessary.

NATO’s actions, including
subsequent demonstration flights by
NATO military aircraft, undoubtedly
had an inhibiting effect on Yugoslav
forces, but the KL A accelerated their
own military action, ultimately
resulting in a Serb counter-offensive

" in late summer, that was conducted in
T aam— " a typically indiscriminate manner. The
Supcorme et Commentits wone. Genecal  Office of the United Nations High

Wasley Clark, and the Chairman of the feqi
Military Commitiee, General Klaus Naumann, Commissioner for Rn:fugees

meet Prasident Milosavic in autumn 1898 - (UNHCR) estimated that well over
one of many attempts to warn of tha v

consequences of not seeking a political 200,000 people were displaced as a
settlement for Kasovo. result. Around 50,000 people were

(Photo: SHAPE - 138 Kb) i f
forced to camp out in the open, in

increasingly bleak conditions. So in autumn 1998, a series of diplomatic
initiatives were taken, including visits to Belgrade by NATO’s Secretary
General, Javier Solana, US Special Envov Richard Holbrooke, the
Chairman of NATO's Military Committee, Generai Klaus Naumann, and
the Supreme Allied Commander Europe, General Wesley Clark. In
September, the United Nations Security Council passed Resolutioii 1199,
which expressed the international community's concern about the
excessive use of force by Serb security forces, highlighted the impending
humanitarian catastrophe, and called for a cease-fire by both parties to the
conflict.
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To strengthen these initiatives the North Atlantic Council on 13 October
authorised activation orders for air strikes against Yugoslavia, in a further
attempt to convince President Milosevic to withdraw his forces from
Kosovo and 0 co-operate in bringing an end to the violence.

As a result of this pressure, President Milosevic agreed to limits on the
number of military and security forces within Kosovo, and their
weaponry. He also accepted the deployment of an observer mission to the
province led by the Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe
(OSCE) - the Kosovo Verification Mission (KVM) — and a NATO-led
aerial observer mission. NATO also deploved a military task force to the
region to assist, if necessary, in the emergency evacuation of the KVM.

Violence and repression in Kosovo escalates

Despite these measures, organised acts of violence, repression,
provocation. and retribution continued on both sides, particularly on the
part of Serb forces and paramilitaries. In its December 1999 report —
Kosovo/Kosova As Seen, As Told — the OSCE Office for Democratic
Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR) estimates that as many as
350,000 Kosovars, overwhelmingly Albanian, but including some Serbs,
were displaced from their homes by the end of 1999.

Any balanced analysis of the situation in Kosovo, particularly since 1998,
would acknowledge that serious acts of violence and provocation were
committed against the Serb population by Kosovar Albanians, and in
particular by the KLA. By adding to the cycle of violence, they further
reduced diminishing hopes of a peaceful outcome. However, as the
OSCE/ODIHR report makes clear, the actions of the KILA paled in
comparison to the premeditated, well-orchestrated, and brutally
implemented campaign of violence and destruction conducted by the
forces of the Yugoslav regime against the Kosovar Albanian population.

The massacre of 40 unarmed Kosovar Albanian civilians in the village of
Racak on 15 January 1999, according to the OSCE/ODIHR report, “most
graphically illustrates the descent into violence amounting to war crimes
and crimes against humanity”. It shocked the international community
and crystallised its resolve to find a solution to the crisis.

Other key events highlighted by the OSCE in the period leading up to the
conflict were the killings of Kosovar Albanians by police at Rogovo and
Rakovina later in January, the launch of “winter exercises” involving the
shelling of villages and the forced expulsion of villagers in the Vucitrn
municipality in February and March; a military and police offensive in
Kacanik in February, which employed a tactic of burning and destroying
civilian homes to allegedly clear the area of the KILA; and a violent police
crack-down in an Albanian quarter of Pristina in early March, after the
killing of two police officers. Alongside the killings in Racak, the
OSCE/ODIHR report concludes that these events revealed “patterns of

grave abuses by the Yugoslav and Serbian forces against the civilian
population”.
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The Rambouillet talks fail

By the end of January 1999, the Contact Group on the former Yugoslavia
(France, Germany, Italy, Russia, the United Kingdom and the United
States) agreed to convene talks between the parties to the conflict. NATO
supported this initiative by issuing a warning to both sides of the conflict
and agreeing to the use of air strikes, if required. On 6 February, the
parties met at Rambouillet, outside Paris, to discuss a peace agreement.

The talks lasted 17 days with a follow-on session in Paris in mid-March.
The proposals offered both sides a great deal, but also required major
concessions. The Kosovar Albanians were offered considerable
autonomy, ensured by the presence of a NATO-led force, but no
independencs. The Serbs were asked to concede autonomy, but not
sovereignty, with Kosovo’s ultimate status left open. Unfortunately,
despite the enormous efforts of the international community and the
decision by the Kosovar Albanian delegation to sign the Rambouillet
Accords, the Yugoslav delegation refused to do so. It is clear the
Yugoslav government never seriously sought a negotiated peace at
Rambouillet.

Even while the discussions continued, the Yugoslav military and police
forces were preparing to intensify their operations against ethnic
Albanians in Kosovo. In breach of the October 1998 agreements, they
substantially raised the level of forces and weaponry in the province.
During this period, the UNHCK, the OSCE and others reported frequently
on the deteriorating human rights situation. After one final attempt by
Richard Holbrooke to convince President Milosevic ic reverse his
policies, NATO Secretary General Javier Solana, knowing diplomacy had
run its course, gave the order to commence Operation Allied Force.

This fateful decision followed months of intense political negotiation and
calls on Yugoslavia by the United Nations, the Contact Group, the G8
countries, and others to halt the repression and acis cf viclence that were
provoking an ever-worsening humanitarian crisis. The Yugoslav regime’s
reckless disregard of these appeals and its campaign of terror against its
own population, in direct violation of the most basic, internationally
agreed standards of humanitarian conduct, and the failure of all
diplomatic efforts to find a political solution, left NATO no option but to

use force.
Home gE
index
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In undertaking the air campaign, NATO made clear the actions expected
of President Milosevic and his regime to bring a halt to this action:

1. ensure a verifiable stop to all military action and the immediate
ending of violence and repression;

2. ensure the withdrawal from Kosovo of the military, police and
paramilitary forces;

3. agree 10 the stationing in Kosovo of an international military
presence;

4. agree 10 the unconditional and safe return of all refugees and
displaced persons and unhindered access to them by humanitarian
aid organisations;

S. provide credible assurance of his willingness to work on the basis
of the Rambouillet Accords in the establishment of a political
framework agreement for Kosovo in conformity with international
law and the Charter of the United Nations.

When these conditions were met by
President Milosevic, the North
Atlantic Council, through the
Secretary General, agreed to suspend
air operations on 10 June 1999.
Throughout the conflict, NATO made
clear on many occasions that it was
not conducting a campaign to defeat
Serbia or the Federal Republic of
Yugoslavia, and was not making war
on the Serb people. This was not a
war. It was a careful operati on to
disrupt the Yugoslav campaign of
violence in Kosovo by attacking tsooal peool-Give: & ragitinaus weleome 1o
proportionately and appropriately the e ;:TEE
military machine that was conducting ‘

these attacks. The Alliance engaged in this campaign only to convince
President Milosevic to comply with the reasonable demands set out
above. The end result was a far worse settlement for the Yugoslav
government than had heen on offer at Rambouillet.

NATO did not take the decision to use military force easily. It is a tribute
to western democracies that they are so reluctant to take up arms.
Balancing the concerns and priorities of 19 nations with differing
domestic political pressures was an enormous challenge. Compromises
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were required which may have complicated the military task. But that
was the necessary price of consensus, which lies at the very core of
NATO. That is not a cause for regret, but pride. In a situation fraught
with political risk, all NATO Allies agreed that action to prevent .
continuing repression in Kosovo was imperative, and that it was essential
that NATO should prevail.
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The conduct of the air campaign

The concept for Operation Allied Force envisaged a phased air campaign,
designed to achieve NATO's political objectives with minimum force.
The phases ranged from a show of force in the initial stages, to operations
against Serb forces in Kosovo, expanding if necessary to targets
throughout the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia that supported the
regime’s ability to attack the civilian population of Kosovo. It had been
hoped, but never assumed, that President Milosevic would quickly realise
NATQ's determination, and accept its demands. Instead, his campaign of
ethnic cleansing escalated and, in response, NATO's leadership
accelerated and strengthened its air campaign considerably.

Selecting targets

The air campaign set out to weaken
Serb military capabilities, both
strategically and tactically. Strikes on
tactical targets, such as artillery and
field headquarters, had a more
immediate effect in disrupting the
ethnic cleansing of Kosovo. Strikes
against strategic targets, such as -~
e ot i government ministries and refineries,
Aviano airbasa in ltaly during Operation Alied had a longer-term and broader impact
R i IS 58 on the Serb military machine. Just
over 38,000 combat sorties, including
10,484 strike sorties, were flown by Allied forces, with no Allied combat
fatalities — a remarkable achievement.

Initially, it was vital to defeat the Serb air defence network. This proved a
tough challenge, as it was highly developed and had many mobile
elements. But without air superiority, NATO would not have been able
effectively to achieve its military objectives while protecting its own
forces, and the ability of Allied forces to strike military targets precisely
and minimise “collateral damage” would have been reduced. While
NATO successfully suppressed the threat, it was never eliminated,
requiring constant vigilance throughout the campaign.

The bulk of NATO'’s effort against
tactical targets was aimed at military
facilities, fielded forces, heavy
weapons, and military vehicles and
formations in Kosovo and southern
Serbia. Many of these targets were
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The conduct of the air campaign

The concept ror Operation Allied Force envisaged a phased air campaign,
designed to achieve NATO’s political objectives with minimum force.
The phases ranged from a show of force in the iuiial stages, to operations
against Serb forces in Kosovo, expanding if necessary to targets
throughout the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia that supported the
regime's ability to attack the civilian population of Kosovo. It had been
hoped, but never assumed, that President Milosevic would quickly realise
NATO'’s determination, and accept its demands. Instead, his campaign of
ethnic cleansing escalated and, in response, NATQ’s leadership
accelerated and strengthened its air campaign considerably.

Selecting targets

The air campaign set out to weaken
Serb military capabilities, both
strategically and tactically. Strikes on
tactical targets, such as artillery and
field headquarters, had a more
immediate effect in disrupting the
ethnic cleansing of Kosovo. Strikes
against strategic targets, such as
g P16 fihter Bombers fite g foc kgl 50 AcI DHTISITIES and refinecies,
Aviano airbase in italy during Operation Alied had a longer-term and broader impact
(Phas: D60 (USY - 325K on the Serb military machine. Just
over 38,000 combat sorties, including
10,484 strike sorties, were flown by Allied forces, with no Allied combat
fatalities — a remarkable achievement.

Initially, it was vital to defeat the Serb air defence network. This proved a
tough challenge, as it was highly developed and had many mobile
elements. But without air superiority, NATO would not have been able
effectively to achieve its military objectives while protecting its own
forces, and the ability of Allied forces to strike military targets precisely
and minimise “collateral damage” would have been reduced. While
NATO successfully suppressed the threat, it was never eliminated,
requiring censtant vigilance throughout the campaign.

The bulk of NATO's effort against
tactical targets was aimed at military
facilities, fielded forces, heavy
weapons, and military vehicles and
formations in Kosovo and southern
Serbia. Many of these targets were
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highly mobile and hard to locate,
e ———— e cspecially during the poor weather of
:t\ali;asan-;:aEL Strike Eagle takes off fromits  the early phase of the campaign.
(Photo: DaD (US) - 79Kb ) Strikes were also complicated by the
cynical Serb use of civilian homes and
buildings to hide weapons and vehicles, the intermixing of military
vehicles with civilian convoys and, sometimes, the use of human shields.
In this way, NATO's concern to avoid civilian casualties was exploited
by the Serbs. But the constant presence of NATO aircraft inhibited the
Serbs by forcing them into hiding and frequently punishing them when
they did venrure out.

e

Strategic targets included Serb air defences, command and control
facilities, Yugoslav military (VJ) and police (MUP) forces headquarters,
and supply routes. NATO was sometimes criticised for such strikes, by
those who said NATO's actions also risked both civilians and civilian
property. In fact, the Alliance carefully selected targets based on their role
in the Serb war effort. Facilities were only attacked when it was assessed
that they made an effective contribution to the Yugoslav military effort
and that their destruction offered a definite military advantage. Massive
effort was made to minimise the impact of the air campaign on the Serb
civilian population.

Minimising the risk to civilians

The selection of targets was carefully reviewed at multiple levels of
command, as well as by the Allies carrving out the strikes. These reviews
ensured they complied with international law, were militarily justified,
and minimised the risk to civilian lives and property.

In fact, the concern to avoid unintential damage was a principal
constraining factor throughout. Many targets were not attacked because
the risk to non-combatants was considered too high. But such restrictions
did not alter the ultimate outcome. Modern technology, the skill of
NATO’s pilots, and control over target selection made it possitle for the
Alliance to succeed with remarkably few civilian casuaiiies.

The actual toll in human lives will never be precisely known, but the
independent group, Human Rights Watch, has estimated that there were
90 incidents involving civilian deaths, in which between 488 and 527
civilians may have lost their lives — 87 of these at Korisa, where the Serb
forces forced civilians to occupy a known military target. These figures
are far lower than the 1,200-5,700 civilian deaths claimed by the
Yugoslavs.

NATO deeply regrets any civilian casualties it caused, but these losses
must be viewed in perspective against what NATO was secking to
prevent, and the actions of the Belgrade regime. Any historicai study
shows that Alliance aircrew set and achieved remarkably high standards.
It is unrealistic to expect all risk to be eliminated. This is something that
was well understood and was frequently stated openly by Kosovar
Albanians themselves.
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Despite cynical Serb attempts to exploit images of accidental civilian
casualties from NATO air strikes, the Alliance held firm. President
Milosevic calculated that if he held on long enough, it would weaken. He
was wrong. The length of the air campaign did put stress on the Allies,
but the unity and common purpose that lies at the core of NATO was
equal to it. The steady increase in Allied airpower and effectiveness, and
the realisation that NATO was holding together played a fundamental
part in the Serb climb-down.
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Progress in Kosovo since the conflict

Given the legacy of violence it is
hardly surprising that the situation in
Kosovo is far from settled and will
require long-ierm engagement by the
international community. But, while
there are severe problems, there are
many positive signs. Much has
changed for the better since the
dﬁploymﬁﬂt of KFOR. KFOR 7rpn‘.arin Kosovo in June 199
ara greeled with flowers.

: i a (Phato: Crown - 325Kb)
Since the end of the air campaign,

over 1,300,000 refugees have returned to their homes and villages:
810,000 from Albania, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia 1
and other countries around the world, and 550,000 who were internally
displaced within Kosovo. Crime, while still a major problem, has also
fallen dramadically. For example, although still far too high, the murder
rate has declined from over 50 per weck in June 1999 to around five per
week today.

In addition to carrying out its mission to establish and maintain a secure
environment, KFOR is actively involved in helping the civilian
community and the UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo
(UNMIK) to overcome the horrors of war, and establish the foundations
for a peaceful, tolerant, multi-ethnic society in the future.

KFOR soldiers and the international community have cleared over 16,000
homes, 1,163 schools and almost 2,000 kilometres of roads of
unexploded ordinance and mines. They have disoibuted over one million
roofing tiles, 18,000 stoves and 4,000 truckloads of firewood to Kosovar
homes and villages. Over 43,000 Kosovars have received medical
treatment in KFOR medical facilities. Power stations, roads, bridges, and
railroads have been repaired by KFOR engineers.

In addition, over 50 per cent of
KFOR's manpower is currently
dedicated to protecting the minority
(mainly Serb) populations of Kosovo.
This involves guarding homes and
villages, transporting people to
schools and shops, patrolling,

4 e b 7 3 monitoring checkpoints, protecting
Serb lorces caused immense devastationin  patrimonial sites and otherwise

Kosovo. T
{Photo: ARAC Imagas -802Kb ) assisting local people.
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It is important to always keep in mind the sheer scale of the recent
tragedy in Kosovo, as well as the historical backdrop. The resulting
physical and psychological wounds will take time to heal. There must be
realism about what improvements can be expected in such a short time.
NATO is determined to pursue its even-handed approach to all peoples of
Kosovo and to support the goals set out by the international community in
UN Security Council Resolution 1244.
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The job is not yet done:
Assessing remaining challenges

Of course, much remains to be done.
In partnership with the international
community and the people of Kosovo,
we must now build on what has
already been achieved. UN Security
Council Resolution 1244 of 12 June
1999 lays down the responsibilities of
the international community during its
interim administration of Kosovo.
This Resolution, as well as the
Military Technical Agreement on the  General Kiaus Reinharas, Commander KFO

ithdraw accompanias NATO Secretary General LCJrrJr
with 2 al of Yugos,lav tarens:anc Roberson as he visils KFOR HQ in October
NATO'’s own operational plan 1999,
(OPLAN 10413, Operation Joint (Photo: NATO - 718Kb )

Guardian) form the basis for KFOR's
responsibilites. These can be broken down into five main areas:

o deterring renewed hostility and threats against Kosovo by Yugoslav
and Serb forces;

« establishing a secure environment and ensuring public safety and
order;

o demilitarising the Kosovc Liberation Army;
« supporting the international humanitarian effort;

e coordinating with and supporting the international civil presence,
the United Nation’s Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK).

Deterring renewed hostility and threats to Kosovo

Under the terms of the Military Technical Agreement signed by both
NATO and Yugoslav commanders on 9 June 1999, Yugoslav Army and
Interior Ministry Police forces withdrew from both Kosovo and a five
kilometre wide Ground Safety Zone between the province and the rest of
the Federal Republic of Yugosiavia. This agreement now governs the
relationship between KFOR and Yugeslav forces. In addition, the
presence of about 40,000 well-equipped and well-trained troops in the
region, mainly from NATO nations, acts as a powerful deterrent to
renewed hostilities and ensure that Yugoslav forces pose no immediate
threat to Kosovo.

hitp:// www.nato.int/kosovo/repo2000/assessin.htm 14-6-2000



NATO & Kosovo: Kosovo one Yyear on - Assessing remaining challenges

pagna Z van 4

KFOR is ready to meet any such threat should it arise. One unresolved
issue is the return of an agreed, limited number of Yugoslav military and
police personnel, as allowed, when conditions permit, under UN Security
Council Resolution 1244. These limited forces would return for specific
tasks related to mark and clear minefields, and provide a Serb presence at

patrimonial sites and border crossings. KFOR will implement these

provisions for the return of some Serb forces, when the time is right.

Maintaining security in Kosovo

The most daunting current challenge for KFOR is to maintain a safe and

secure environment within Kosovc. On a positive note, security in

Kosovo has improved markedly over the first nine months of KFOR’s

presence. The number of serious crimes has decreased sharply as a result
of the strong action by KFOR in close co-operation with UNMIK police.
KFOR soldiers conduct between 500 and 750 patrols each day, guarding

over 500 key sites and manning over 200 vehicle checkpoints.

KFOR's efforts would be even more effective if Kosovo had a stronger
international police presence and a properly functioning judicial system.

But UNMIK has been severely hampered by a shortage of financial
resources and personnel, particularly police. The lack of an effective

court systern makes it extremely hard to crack down on criminals, giving
them a feeling of impunity. This in turn makes it harder to deal with the
most serious public order problem in Kosovo, the security of minority

populations. These issues need to be addressed urgently.

Improving the security of minorities is one of KFOR'’s chief priorities and
a major cause for concern. In Pristina, for example, there are over 100
KFOR soldiers living with and guarding individual Serb families. KFOR
soldiers regularly escort Serb and Roma children to school. In Mitrovica,
the area of highest ethnic tension, KFOR is constantly seeking to ensure

the security of minorities on both sides of the River Ibar.

FIG-HCH-KFOH lroo hold t;ck damunslraus :
in Kosovska-Mitrovica. (February 2000) population.
(Photo: EPA/Belga - 396Kb)

KFOR. is determined to ensure that all
refugees and displaced persons are
able to return to their homes. Sadly, a
high proportion of the minorities,
mainly Serbs, remain displaced, most
having left during or immediately
after the conflict, before KFOR had
been deployed to protect the

Some have retumed since then, and

KFOR is totally committed to creating an environment in which

Kosovars of all ethnic groups can live in peace. But the scale of the task
is considerable. The embers of past injustices, real or imagined, can easiiy
be rekindled within all communities in Kosovo. This means that there is
unlikely to be any scaling-down in KFOR s task for some time to come.

KFOR itself must therefore remain properly and fully resourced and

manned.
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NATO recognises that security is not just an internal issue. KFOR has put
considerable effort into monitoring the international borders with
Albania, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia 2 , and the
provincial boundaries with Montenegro and Serbia.

Reintegrating KLA members into civilian life

KFOR'’s third major challenge was the demilitarisation of the Kosovo
Liberation Army. One of the key challenges in any post-conflict situation
is the reintegration of former fighters into civilian life. Ensuring the
KLA’s co-operation in the demilitarisation process would have been
impossible to achieve without an accompanying transformation plan.
KFOR was acutely aware of the need not just to remove their fighting
capability (10,000 weapons were handed in by December last year), but
also to help 1ind jobs for former KLA fighters. Working closely with
UNMIK and the UN Secretary General's Special Representative, Bernard
Kouchner, one of KFOR's main efforts has been to create the Kosovo
Protection Corps. The KPC is a civilian organisation designed to assist
the people of Kosovo in the event of manmade or natural disasters and
has no role in the maintenance of law and order. Once fully established,
the KPC will be firmly under the authority of UNMIK, with day-to-day
supervision carried out by KFOR.

The aim of KFOR and other international organisations is to see
Koscvars become responsible for their community as a whole. But for
this to happen, there is a heavy burden on the leaderships of all
communities. They must publicly and privately stand against ethnic
division and violence. Their commitment to the goal of a fair and multi-
ethnic Kosovo must be totally unambiguous or they will risk undermining
the commitment of the international community.

Supporting the international humanitarian effort

As well as maintaining security in Kosovo, KFOR is co-ordinating with
and supporting the international civil administration under Dr Kouchner.
Having learned some hard lessons from the Bosnian experience, KFOR
and UNMIK have a close, co-operative relationship. In daily meetings, in
Joint planning, and in joint strategy sessions at all levels, KFOR and
UNMIK are making the relationship work well.

KFOR and UNMIK - especially UNMIK 's first “pillar”, the UNHCR -
have been working well together in building a humanitarian assistance
programme. As a result of their efforts, combined with those of other
non-governmental organisations, widespread suffering, disease and death
over the winter months were prevented. Indeed, before winter, over 95
per cent of the planned winterisation programme was completed — a
tremendous achievement in the circumstances, that went virtually
unnoticed. More remarkably, given the harshness of the Balkan climate,
there have been no reported deaths over the winter caused by lack of food
or shelter,

Other notable achievements include re-opening the schools. For the first
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tim.e in _10 years, 300,000 children are being taught in their own language.
This is just one sign of the slow return to peaceful life that large areas of

Kosovo are now able to enjoy.

Assisting UNMIK

But the problem of insufficient resources pervades all that UNMIK tries
to do. Successfully turning pledges into useable donations has proved to
be a continuing challenge. With inadequate money for the basic building

blocks of government — wages for teachers, railway and municipal
workers, judges and prosecutors, for example — how can UNMIK
establish an effective civil administration, and exert the will of the

international community? It is in the international community’s interest to
provide the necessary resources, both personnel — particularly police —
and funds to overcome the existing shortfalls. Governments, including

NATO governments, must do more in this respect.
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A just and necessary action

The abuse of human rights by the government of the Federal Republic of
Yugosiavia. and the humanitarian disaster which NATOQ’s intervention in
Kosovo reversed, threatened to undermine the values on which the new
Europe is being built. The Yugoslay regime's barbaric actions raised the
spectre of instability spilling over to neighbouring countries, including
derailing the peace process in Bosnia and Herzegovina. If NATO had
failed to respond to the policy of ethnic cleansing, it would have betrayed
its values and cast permanent doubt on the credibility of its institutions.
By facing up to President Milosevic’s challenge, NATO nations
confirmed that common values and respect for human rights are central to
the Alliance and all the world’s democracies.

NATOQ'’s success has not blinded the Alliance to the need to learn lessons
from the conflict, and that process is continuing. The Kosovo campaign
revealed gaps in NATO's military capabilities, especially in Europe,
which need to be overcome. NATO is already acting through the Defence
Capabilities Initiative (DCI) and through strengthening the European
“pillar” of NATO by developing the European Security and Defence
Identity (ESDI). NATO nations are already addressing these shortfalls.
The challenge is to reorganise and re-equip our forces to make them more
flexible, more mobile and more effective, and the need to do so is urgent.
We cannot know when or where the next crisis will occur. The necessary
resources must be provided.

Nevertheless, the air campaign achieved its goals in less than three
months, with remarkably few civilian casualties, and no NATO combat
casualties. The coalition held together and all states neighbouring the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia supported NATQ's actions, despite the
political and economic risks to their own countries. NATO will not forget
this support. Nor will it forget the particular role played by Partnership
for Peace nations, who were both steadfast and instrumental in achieving
success, during the crisis and in its aftermath. Support for KFOR is
widespread and today, there are 19 non-NATO nations actively
participating in KFOR peacekeeping, including Russia, which is a key
partner in keeping and maintaining a permanent peace.

NATO understands the fundamental importance of long-term success in
the Balkans. It will not be easy. No-one should expect dramatic
improvements overnight. Much has been done, and much remains to be
done. NATO will remain firm in its resolve to pursue the humanitarian
and democratic objectives we all share.
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Could it have been done better?

It is a strength of our democracies that even when a military operation is
successful and commands overwhelming international support, many will
question whether it should have been undertaken — on policy or legal
grounds - and, once undertaken, whether it should have been conducted
differently. A year on, it is worth reviewing such criticism to try to
present the issues fairly. The main questions raised about NATO’s
actions are as follows:;

Did the international community insist on conditions that
made a failure of the Rambouillet talks inevitable?

Some suggest that by insisting on a NATO-led international military
force to oversee any settlement agreed at Rambouillet, the Contact Group
made it impossible for the Yugoslav authorities to agree to the Accords,
which would otherwise have been acceptable. It is further claimed that
the rights of this force on Yugoslav territory would have been so
extensive that the Serbs were bound to reject them.

It is true that the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia resisted the idea of a
NATO-led force to guarantee any agreement, however, President
Milosevic’s record speaks for itself. The international community had to
take account of the fact that President Milosevic had repeatedly failed to
honour previous agreements and that an international security presence
was essential to guarantee that the Accords would be honoured. Also,
without such a presence, the Kosovar Albanian side would not have given
their agreement.

The rights such a force would have needed to operate on Yugoslav
territory were based on a standard agreement on the status of forces that
has been used on many other occasions. These rights were not raised as
an issue at the time, and so cannot be blamed for the breakdown.

Despite the provision for an international security presence, the
Rambouillet Accords recognised Yugoslav sovereignty over Kosovo and
permitted a VJ and MUP presence and role in the province. The
agreement, which provided for an interim status for the province for a
period of three years, would have protected the rights of all sides. As a
result of the Yugoslav government’s refusal to negotiate in good {aith,
Serb forces were ultimately expelled from Kosovo — a far worse outcome
than had been on offer at Rambouillet.

Were NATO's actions legally justified without a mandate from
the UN Security Council ?

http:ﬁwww.nato.intfkosovof repo2000/better.htm 14-6-2000
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FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF YUGOSLAVIA (KOSOVO)

Setting the standard?
UNMIK and KFOR's response
to the violence in Mitrovica

Introduction

In February 2000, Kosovska Mitrovica (Mitrovica), a divided city in Kosovo (Kesova), erupted in a wave of violence and as a result
more than 13 people were killed, 50 injurcd and 1,500 fled from their homes. The events which occurred in Mitrovica during February
2000 arc a testimony to the continuing tension which exists between the ethnic communitics in Kosovo. The violence which still
plagues this divided city also underscores the failure of the international community to halt human rights abuses and find lasting
solutions to the problems in Kosovo.

This document outlines Amnesty International's concern about the response of the international security presence (Kosovo Foree -
KFOR) and the international civilian presence (the United Nations Interim Administration in Kesove - UNMIK) to the heightened
violence in Mitrovica. The document focuses on events which oceurred on 13 February 2000, when shooting broke out in the streets of
Mitrovica. In the midst of this shooting, two French KFOR soldiers, deployed under UN auspices, were shot and mjured. Subsequently,
Avni Hajredini, a resident of Mitrovica, was shot and Killed in circumstances which remain disputed, Later that evening, some 49

people were rounded up and detained by French KFOR soldiers in a gymnasium, some of them for up fo five days. Sec footnote | l

Amnesty International recognizes the complex nature of the tasks which UNMIK and KFOR face in Mitroviea and in Kosovo as a
whole. The mandate of the international presence in Kosovo is overwhelming in its magnitude, given the ongoing conflict in the region,
the lack of a political solution regarding the status of the territory and the reluetance of UN member states to provide the human and
financial resources to ensure that the mission succeeds. Nevertheless, Amnesty International emphasizes that, however diflicult the
situation, KFOR and UNMIK have an obligation fo the people of Kosovo to observe internationally recognized human rights standards
when carrying out their dutics.

Amnesty International is concerned that the failurc of KFOR and UNMIK to initiate an independent investigation into the killing of
Avni Hajredini and the violations of human rights of the 49 people who were detained on 13 February 2000 illustrate that UNMIK and
KFOR must inercase their efforts to ensure that their personnel respeet the human rights of all people in Kosovao at all times. The
organization believes that the conduet of UNMIK and KFOR will set the standard in Kesovo and the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia as
a whole for the manner in which law enforcement officials and security forces responsible for maintaining public safety and order

exercise their duties.

Amnesty International urges KFOR and UNMIK to initiate an independent and impartial investigation into the killing of Avni
Hajredini. Independent and impartial investigations should be conducted as a matter of course into all cases where there is an allegation
that the actions of a lJaw enforcement official have violated the human rights of an individual. Furthermore, Amnesty International urges
KFOR and UNMIK to ensure that all arrests and detentions of people 1 Kosovo be effected for reasons and in a manner consistent
with international human rights norms. KFOR and UNMIK must ensure that every person arrested or detained is afforded all their
rights as enshrined in international human rights standards. All persons deprived of their liberty by UNMIK or KFOR must be treated
humanely, with respect for the inherent dignity of the human person.

Background

The internal armed conflict fought in Kosovo between forees of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY), Serb police and
paramilitarics and the Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA) became internationalized when the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)
commenced a bombing campaign against the FRY with the declared aim of preventing a human rights catastrophe in March 1999,
(See: FRY: Amnesty International's concerns relating to NATO bombings, Al Index: EUR 70/69/99, May 1999). As a consequence,
human rights violations by FRY forces, Serb police and paramilitary groups increased and ethnic Albanians and members of minority
communities fled, mainly into the neighbouring states of Macedonia and Albania, (See: Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia: The
protection of Kosovo Albanian refugees, Al Index: EUR 65/03/99, May 1999; FRY (Kosovo): Smrekovnica Prison - A regime of
torture and ill-treatment leaves hundreds unaccounted for, Al Index: EUR 70/107/99, October 1999). After the conclusion of an
agreement with the FRY authorities in June 1999, NATO ceased its bombing campaign and the Serbian police, paramilitaries and the
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:;gi‘:fla"' Army withdrew from Kosovo. With the withdrawal of the FRY forces and authoritics, more than a decade of human rights
ons perpetrated by the FRY authorities against ethnic Albanians in Kosovo came to an end. (See: FRY (Kosovo): A decade of

l-’rfgeeded warnings, Vols. l. & 2, Al Index: EUR 70/39/99 and EUR 70/40/99, April 1999).

. dn E} .'Iuns 19'_99, the U_mtcd quions Sv_:curitx C_ouncil adopted Resolution 1244 which authorized “the deployment in Koesovo,

n -er United _Nanon's auspices, of international civil and security presences™ (para. 5). Resolution 1244 mandated UNMIK with the
tafsk of providing an interim administration for Kosovo. UNMIK's mandate includes the responsibility for the protection and promotion
o _human r_|gh{s in Kosovo. The Secretary-General appointed his Special Representative (SRSG) to head the mission and vested him
with all legislative and executive powers, including the administration of the judiciary and the penal system.

R‘c?nolulionl 1244_a]so mandated the international security presence (KFOR) with the responsibility for “establishing a secure
environment in which refugees and displaced persons can return home in safety...” (Para. 9(b)). KFOR was also tasked with “ensuring
public safety and order until the international civil presence can take responsibility for this task™. (Para. 9(d)). Thus, KFOR is required
to pni'ice the territory of Kosovo until such time as the international civilian police have the capacily to assume full responsibility for this
function. Since its deployment in June 1999, KFOR has been amesting and detaining people suspected of committing serious erimes,

i’tlch as war crimes, murder, attempted murder, rape, weapons' offences and for the purposes of securing public safety and order in
0S0VO.

UNMIK is principally responsible for the maintenance of civil law and order and has deployed an international civilian police force.

The UN member states have, however, failed to provide the necessary resources and personnel to police Kosovo. See footnote 2 g_As a
result, the international civilian presence has not assumed full responsibility for the maintenance of public order and shares these
responsibilities with KFOR in many places in Kosove. On 4 July 1999, the SRSG stated that law enforcement activities are the joint
responsibility of UNMIK and KFOR and that such law enforcement activities must be conducted in line with international human

rights standards. See footnote 3 3

Since the deployment of UNMIK and KFOR, serious crimes and human rights abuses have continued to be perpetrated at a
disturbing rate in Kosovo. UNMIK international civilian police and KFOR have struggled to maintain law and order and prevent
human rights abuses, particularly against minority communities. Since June 1999, Serbs and other minoritics have been flecing to other
parts of the FRY or have gathered in enclaves in Kosovo due to fear of becoming victims of killings, abductions and other human rights
abuses, such as the denial of access to public services and other economic, social and cultural rights. Amnesty International i3
concerned that delays in establishing a criminal justice system which is consistent with intcrnational human rights standards is
contributing to the creation of a climate in which some people in Kosovo believe that they may commit eimes and abuse the human
rights of others with impunity. (Sec: FRY (Kosavo): Ammesty Interna tional's Recommendations to UNMIK on the Judicial System, Al
Index: EUR 70/06/00, February 2000).

The responsibility of KFOR and UNMIK to abide by the applicable law and international human rights standards

The mandate which the UN and KFOR were given in Kosovo is both unique and overwhelming in its magnitude. The UN was vested
with all legislative and executive powers and was also given the responsibility for “protecting and promoting human rights” (Para. 11(d)
Resolution 1244). In establishing the mission, the UN Secretary-General highlighted the centrality of human rights by stating that
“UNMIK will be guided by internationally recognized standards of human rights as the basis for the exercise of its authonty”. Given the
immense responsibility that the UN has towards the people of Kosovo, the UN has a special obligation to uphold the standards that it
has created.

The UN Secretary-General has stated that human rights are a priority in every mission that the UN embarks upon. Although KFOR
is not dircetly under UN command and control, it was deployed “under UN auspices™ (para. 5, Resolution 1244). Amnesty
International believes that every force which is given a mandate and draws its authority from the UN must observe UN human rights
standards. Indeed, the United Nations Charter, the treaty which established the UN, states that the purposes of the UN are, among
others, to respect human rights and fundamental frecdoms (Article 1(3) of the UN Charter). The UN Charter clearly articulates that no
UN member state should act in a manner which is inconsistent with the aims of the Charter. Furthermore, the Secretary-General has
stated that forces deployed under UN auspices, as is KFOR, should uphold UN human rights standards.

The SRSG has stated that all people undertaking public duties or holding public office in Kosovo, which includes all people engaged
in law enforcement, must observe the applicable law and internationally recognized human rights standards (chglnlion 24/1999). The
applicable law in Kosovo includes the regulations promulgated by the SR3G and, among others, the law in force in Kosovo on 22
March 1989. The internationally recognized human rights standards which should be observed iqcludc the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) and the European Convention for the Protection of Tluman Rights and Fpndamcmal Freedoms
(ECHR). The ICCPR is one of the standards which is in force throughout the Feldersl Republic qf Y]ch-slawa and, therefore, in the
territory of Kosovo. The responsibility to uphold the ICCPR is rcinforcc_d_by the independent obligation of troops from KFOR
contributing countries which are a party to the treaty to respect the provisions of the ICCPI'!. _\a_rhercvcr they operate. Amnesty
International believes that KFOR and UNMIK personnel engaging in law enforcement activities have a clear duty to uphold the

provisions of the ICCPR.

While the FRY is not a party to the ECHR, UNMIK Regulation 24/ 1999 specifies that this also is among the standards to be
observed by all persons undertaking public duties in Kosovo. T his \_c:-b]igatian reflects _lhc intentions cx_pr-::sscd in Rambouillet that the
«gpplicable rights and frecdoms sct forth in the European Convention for the Protection of Human Rigt'fls and Fundamental Freedoms
and its protocols shall directly apply in Kosovo”, and that “these shall have priority aver all other law”. Furthermore, the _]Uﬂ:-;‘pru!!encc
of the ECHR indicates that all KFOR troops from countries which have ratified the ECHR, such as France, may have an obligation to
secure the rights and freedoms set out in the ECHR even when exercising control of an arca outside its national territory. Sce footnote 4

4
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disAL?::;sw ]ﬂlﬂﬁ'mlio!'lal believes that when KFOR and UNMIK engage in law enforcement activities, such as riot control, crowd
persal, searches, seizures, arrests, detentions or interrogations, they should also be guided by other UN standards which cover the

conduct of law enforcement, the use of force and firearms, and the treatment of prisoners. See fooinote 5 3

The cond uct of UNMIK and KFOR will set the standard in Kosovo and the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia as a whole for the
manner in which law enforcement officials and security forces responsible for maintaining public safety and order exercise their duties.

6
Sce footnote 6 * Thus, they must uphold, and be seen to be upholding, the highest standards of human rights.
Mitrovica - a city divided

Before the international community intervened in Kosovo, Mitrovica was overwhelmingly populated by ethnic Albanians. A substantial

number of Serbs and Roma also lived in the municipality. A small number of Roma still remain in the north part of Mitrovica.

However, most of the community of around 6,000 Roma who lived on the south side have fled since June 1999. Before the NATO

bombing campaign, 50 per cent of the population on the north side of Mitrovica was ethnic Albanian. However, the majority of this

ﬁ‘:puia:lilon - around 7,000 persons - is now internally displaced in south Mitrovica as they have been unable to return to their homes in
¢ north.

Since June 1999, Mitrovica has become the flashpoint of ethnic Albanian and Serb tensions and a de facto division of the city has
oceurred, The north and south sides of Mitrovica are divided by the Ibar River. The north is now overwhelming populated with Serbs,
including around 1,000 Serb internally displaced persons from south Mitrovica and a substantial number of displaced Serbs from other
parts of Kosovo. Until February 2000, over 4.000 ethnic Albanians, Turks and Muslim Slavs continued to live in the north, with
around 2,000 ethnic Albanians and 1,700 Muslim Slavs living in the city centre, in particular in the area called Bosnjacka Mahala,

The Trepea mineral mine is on the north side of Mitrovica. The mine is considered 1o be one of the potentially greatest sources of
income in Kosovo. The mine has been at the centre of tension berween the cthnic Albanians and Scrbs since 1988-89, when the ethnic
Albanian management and workers were expelled, or put in a position where they had to resign from their jobs in the mine. Other
public facilities on the north side of Mitrovica have also been the subject of contention between the cthnic Albanian and Serb
communities since the division of the city in June 1999. The hospital 1s located on the north side of Mitrovica and this has led to cthnic
Albanians being denied the right to work in the hospital and access to public health care, as they are not able to use the hospital. KFOR
has allowed civilians on the south side of Mitrovica to use one of their military hospitals.

Mitrovica municipality falls into the Multi-National Brigade North sector of Kosovo which is under the command of French
KFOR and includes troops from other KFOR contributing nations. Since June 1999, KFOR has controlled the bridges that conneet the
north and south sides of the city and restricted the movement of the population between the north and south in an apparent attempt to
prevent violence between the two eommunities. KFOR is stationed in Mitrovica to establish a secure environment and has what is
called tactical primacy - that is overall responsibility for the security situation. UNMIK international civilian police have what is called
police primacy - the responsibility for public safety and order and the authority to investigate criminal conduct and make arrests. Under
this system, when KFOR apprehends an individual, that person should be immediately turned over fo the UNMIK authorities
However, cooperation between UNMIK and KFOR in law enforcement matiers has been extremely poor. UNMIK international
civilian police in Mitrovica claim that they have been prevented from conducting investigations by French KFOR.

There is an official detention centre administered by UNMIK in north Mitrovica which can house up to 63 detainces - }he majority of
detainces currently held in the facility are Serbs. Ethnic Albanians detained in Mitrovica by UNMIK under the order of a judicial
authority are usually transferred to detention facilities in other parts of Kosovo.

[ Map of Mitrovica as at February 2000 |

February 2000 - Mitrovica erupts in violence

Violenee crupted on 2 February, at around dpm, when a KFOR-escorted United Nations High Qommissione_r for Refugees (! UNHCR)
bus carrying 49 Serbs from Mitrovica to the Serb enclave in Banja, was hit by an anti-tank missile near the \-'lIIElcgc cl‘?u_:brclj (Cubril)
15 kilometres west of Mitrovica. Two elderly Serbs were killed instantly in the attack and threc others were scnou_s!y injured, onchol"
whonm later dicd. The attack on the UNHCR bus not only led to the suspension of all cight UNHCR bus lines which provided a vital

fink for many of the isolated minority communities in Kosovo, but it appeared to spark an outbreak of vielence in north Mitrovica.

On 3 February at around 9.30pm hand grenades were thrown into Serbian cafés in north Mit_mvicn. In one attack, 10 young Serbs
were injured and a 17-year-old ethnic Albanian girl who was rep?ncdly' s?cmlu:lng \wlh Serb f1 ncnd; was k:}led. Serbs then a_t‘[acked
ethnic Albanians and their properties a3 well as UNMIK international police oflicers. _ch UN and uncmatu?nal agency vehlgles were
damaged and offices were vandalized. That evening large cro\.\rds of Serbs and Albanla ns galhc.rcd on tfof.h sides el? the Ihar river and
the bridges over the river were blocked by KFOR. A total of eight people of Albanian and Turkish cthnicity were Killed that night and
around 30 wounded. The victims, many of whom were elderly, were either shet in their hon!es or fatally injured by grenades. Asa
result of the violence in north Mitrovica approximately 1,500 ethnic Albanians fled from their homes to the south side of the city. A
small number of Serbs have also lefi their homes in north Mitrovica for Serbia and the village of Zvecan. While KFQR and UNMIK
have vowed to search for the perpetrators the violent crimes committed that night, to date there have been no arrests in connection with

any of the killings or attacks. Scc footnote 7 =

cthnic Albanian protestors clashed with KFOR on the main bridge in Mitrovica and 16 KFOR soldiers were

u ¥ * . - .
On 4 and 5 February. Albanian press reported that ethnic Albanians living in the northern side of the town were beaten and

slightly injured. The local ethnic
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gﬁl&d;gg g'le;r hcﬂmﬁ by Serbs while French KFOR troops looked on. Hashim Thaci, leader of the Kosovo Democratic Progress

S, OfMilr:via ;;nmandcr of the former KLA, stated tt_mt KFOB and _UNM}K had been negligent in finding a solution to the

e ca. Serbs also accused French KPOR of being slow in their response to violence. On 7 February, around 2,000 Serbs
raled against UNMIK,, claiming that the administration had failed to provide them with the necessary protection. Oliver

Ivanovie, the self-styled mayor of Mitrovica and leader of the exccutive council of the Serb National Council (SNC), called for the
return of Yugoslav forces to protect the Serbs.

The shooting of two French KFOR soldiers and the killing of Avni Hajredini

On13 Fcb_"uﬂ')’s at ﬂf_ﬂl"ld Sﬂfn. two Bre_nadr.s were thrown into the area of north Mitrovica, called Bosnjacka Mahala, where a
concentration of ethnic Albanians, Muslim Slavs and Turks continue to live. At least seven ethnic Albanians were wounded in the
attack, two seriously, one of whom later died. Shooti ng then broke out in north Mitrovica. One observer stated that “it was impossible

to make out who was firing at who but Albanians, Serbs and peacckeepers all scemed to be involved”, See footnote 8 2 At around

1 Lam, two French soldiers were shot and injured near Mitrovica's eastern bridge. One soldier was shot in the stomach and the other in
the arm. KFOR reported that Italian troops who were stationed very near to the injured French KFOR soldiers immediately returned fire
and that KFOR troops then deployed in search of the shooters. KFOR ofTicials were reported as stating that after the shooting of the

two French soldiers, KFOR soldiers were explicitly authorized by their superiors to shoot at “snipers”. See footnote 9 Q_During the
shoqtlng‘tha! qnqucd, a 37-ycar-old ethnic Albanian male, Avni Hajredini, was shot. As a result of injuries sustained in the shooling,
Avni Hajredini died shortly afler being admitted to hospital.

The day after the killing of Avni Hajredini, 14 February, UNMIK stated that “a sniper was killed in northern Mitrovica during the

heavy gunfire that ensued between KFOR and shooters during the next four hours”. See footnote 10 19 The same day, a French KFOR
spokesman stated that Avni Hajredini was shot by French KFOR because he was firing from a balcony at French KFOR troops and that
he was probably the individual who wounded one of the French KFOR soldicrs. Major Phillip Ando stated that “the killed sniper was

fatally wounded around 12.30pm by French soldiers”. See footnote 11 1L He explained that “KFOR troops exchanged fire with snipers.
Two snipers were captured, both were wounded. They were taken to the KFOR Morocean Field Hospital where one died of his

wounds”, See footnote 12 12

The witnesses interviewed by Amnesty International delegates and a video tape which captures the events immediately before and
after the shooting of Avni Hajredini contradict the KFOR media reports, The video shows that a few seconds before being shot, Avni
Hajredini was standing on the pavement several blocks away from where the shots were allegedly fired at French troops - he was not on
a balcony, as KFOR reported. The video also shows that Avni Hajredini was not in fact “captured™ by KFOR, but was carried away by

a group of ethnic Albanians after being shot. Sec l‘oomc-_lg_iﬁﬁ!though Amnesty Intemational cannot preclude the possibility that
Avni Hajredini was involved in the shooting earlier that day, the video provides no evidence that Avni Hajredini was carrying a weapon
at the time he was shot.

On 17 February, KFOR retracted its assertion that Avni Hajredini was a “sniper” firing at KFOR troops. KFOR further stated that
they now could not even be sure that they could identify the ethnicity of the “snipers™ who were operating in Mitrovica that day. KFOR
claimed that “it had appearcd beyond doubt from [irst reports that Avni Hajredini was one of several snipers involved in gun battles on

Sunday in the north of the city but that subscquent investigations had made the picture less clear”, Sec footnote 14 Y on1s February,
KFOR changed its story yct again stating that Avni Flajredini may not have actually been shot by KFOR at all and that, furthermore, “it
remains unclear whether he ...was one of the shooters in the group™.

The body of Avni Hajredini was released from the KFOR hospital to his family without an autopsy being carried out. His body was
buried the day afler his death on 15 February, KFOR has stated that “all forensic evidence concerning the exact circumstances of Mr
Hajredini's death has ... been buried ... thus, it remains unclear whether he himself was one of the shooters in the group or not”. See
footnote 15 12 o

Amnesty International remains concerned that, to date, no investigation into the shooting and subsequent death of:ﬂv.m Ha}_z'cd!nl has
been initiated. The organization continues to urge KFOR and UNMIK to initiate a thorough, independent and impartial investigation

into the circumstances of Avni Hajredini's death, Sec footnote 16 1§_Thc organization is coneerned that until such an investigation is
conducted, it will remain unclear who fired the shots which killed Avni Hajredini and in which circumstances they were fired.

Amnesty International recommends that an investigation into the death of Avni I‘Iﬂj.redini be modelled on the UN P_ringiplcs on the
Effective Prevention and Investigation of Extra-legal, Arbitrary and Summary Executions. In the event that the investigation reveals
{hat there is reasonable suspicion that Avni Hajredini was killed by & bullet a_ahol ffum a weapen held by a member of IS.FOR, the
investigation should determine whether or not the use of lethal force complied fwth the Code of Conduct for Law Eniorccmcnt »
Officials (Code of Conduct) and the Basic Principles on the Use of Force and _l-m:anns by Law Enf‘c_:-rocment O[ﬁc!als. These principles
require that, among other things, persons engaging in law cy[‘orccrncnt cperations should use foree “only when strictly necessary and to
the extent required for the performance of their duties” (Article 3 _of the quc _of Conduct), qu{hc;more, “whcnev_er_ the use of foree
and firearms is unavoidable, law enforcement officials shall exercise restraint in such use... minimize damage and inj ury and respect
and preserve human life...”” Thus, the intentional lethal use of firearms by persons engaging in law enf_orccmcnl upcrauc_ms may only be
resorted to when strictly unavoidable in order to protect lifc and a warning should be given, if appropriate, before resorting to the lethal

use of force. See footnote 17 17 1f 5 law enforcement officer acts in violation of these principles, the act may constitute a violation of
the right to life.

If. after a thorough, independent and impartial investigation into the shooting of Avni Hajredini, it is determined that any law
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;:E:;Ee ment officer may have used lethal force in a manner contrary to international standards, Amnesty International will urge that the
be responsible be brought to justice and that the authority responsible make reparations to Avni Hajredini's family. See footnote 18

KFOR detains 49 persons

[ French soldier stands guard on the main bridge of the divided city of Kosovska Mitrovica, February 2000.© Reuters J

Between Spm and 6pm on 13 February, several hours afier the shootings, groups of French KFOR soldiers approached and surrounded
houses in Bosnjacka Mahala, north Mitrovica, banged on doors and summened over 50 persons out of their homes and into the street.
The KFOR soldiers pushed the people against the walls of the houses, made them put their hands on their heads, spread their legs and
proceeded to search them. One person stated that while he was being pushed against the wall, a soldier prepared his weapon and put it
in his back. Another person said he tried to tell the soldiers that he could not put his arm up because he had a shrapnel injury from a
grenade, which was thrown in the moming, but that the soldier ignored him. Eyewitnesses report that the soldiers were shouting in
French. One person stated that there was a person in uniform present who spoke Albanian but other persons stated that they never
heard any Albanian nor did they see any interpreter. One person reported that during the operation a soldier who looked like a “general™
was walking up and down the road and he yelled in English, “two of my soldiers were shot today, if anyone moves [ will kill them.”

Ano!hcr person reported that o “leader” spoke in English to the group and said, “I am very angry that two of my soldiers were injured
and it would be good to Kill you.”

After searching them, French KFOR soldiers rounded the majority of the people up, including one woman and two juveniles. The
soldiers then directed them to walk down the road for 200 metres with their hands on their heads to military vehicles. The soldiers
provided no explanation of where they were being taken or why. Onee in the military vehicles, they were taken directly to the French
KFOR compound in south Mitrovica where they were detained in 2 gymnasium, some for up to five days. The detainees werc all
interrogated by KFOR soldiers and some were also questioned by UNMIK international civilian police during their detention.

The day after these arrests took place, the intemational press reported that “(¢)thnic Albanians complained the French had been

rough in searching their homes and had simply rounded up all the men in one strect and taken them away”. Sce footnote 19 12
Conditions in detention

At the time of their arrival in the gymnasium on the evening of 13 February 2000, each detainee was examined by a KFOR doctor.
There was no interpreter to explain why they were there, what was expected of them or what would happen to them. Detainees could
not give details of how many other people were being detained or how many soldiers were guarding them because they were not
allowed to look around. The one woman and two juveniles who were detained by KFOR in this operation were also held in the

gymnasium with the other detainces. Sce footnote 20 20

The detainees were required to sit in chairs facing the wall and were prohibited from looking around or talking. Detainees stated that
if they were not conforming to the expecled behaviour, a soldier would kick the chairs with his foot to indicate to the detainees that they
must look at the wall and not stand up. One detainee reported that when he stood up and looked around, an angry soldier took him out
of the gymnasium to the toilet, threw him into the toilet, took him out again and then put his hands around his neck as if to strangle
him. The detainee says that he was then locked in the cold toilet for between one to two hours.

On the first night of detention, after sitting in chairs which faced the wall from around 7pm until 11pm, the detainees were provided
with cots and one blanket each and it was indicated to them that they should lie on the cots and sleep. All the detainees interviewed
reported that they found it too cold to sleep and that after one day in detention, they began to feel pain in their backs {rom the cold and
from constantly sitting on the chairs. Some detainees stated that they were not allowed to talk to each other at all or walk up and down
the room until the third day in detention. When they needed to go to the toilet, soldicrs would restrain the detainees in a wrist hold, and
push down their heads. The detainees complained that this regime hurt their hands and this made them affaid to ask to go to the toilet.
Afler the first night of detention, the detainees stated that all the soldiers guarding them began to wear masks. The masked soldiers
stood behind the detainees and were armed with automatic assault weapons which were held in their hands at all times.

The right to humane conditions of detention

Amnesty International delegates visited the gymnasium on 17 February. By this time, the majority of detainees had been released afier
being questioned by KFOR. However, 14 persons remained in detention where they had been for four days. Seven hours afier the
Amnesty International delegates req uested fo sce the detainees, access was granted but UNMIK intemational civilian police refused to

allow the Amnesty International delegates to speak with the dcminocs._&:;c(‘@ﬂgt_c_i_lg—l

The temperature in the gymnasium was around zero centigrade in the daytime and the UNMIK representative who accompanied
Amnesty International delegates complained how c‘old he was while sl_andmg the room for five minutes. There was no form of heating
in the gymnasium and the detainees were huddled in blankets attempting to keep warm. The ﬂqor of the gymnasium \\fhen? the
it ees were held day and night was covered in mud. It was reported to the Amnesty International delegates that the detainees were
dcllaallrtl;lc to wash until the fifth day of detention. The organization was told by KFOR that the detainces were not allowed to have
g Jar exercise or walk in the fresh air, or in fact do anything else other than look at the wall. One KFOR legal advisor who viewed the
zgsl;l:lilians of detention stated that “no one should be held in such conditions for longer that 12 hours™.

i rovides that “(a)ll persons deprived of their liberty shall be treated with humanity and with respect for the
inif;:::::lted%gn[i)t?:; tilﬁiilrznﬁn person”. The iss[::ﬂial needs of detainees include food, washing and sanitary facilities, bedding, clothing,
edical care, access Lo natural light, recreation and physical exercise. Rule 10 of th_c UN _Sumdard Muu_mum Rules for tpc Treatment

:}‘P:;aoners 'swlcs that: “All accommodation provided for the use of prisoners and in particular all sleeping accommodation shall meet
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ﬁzgire[:'ucnls of health, due regard being paid to climatic conditions... minimum floor space, lighting, heating and ventilation™.
ty International delegntes observed that the conditions in the gymnasium did not meet thesc standards.

When the Amnesty International delegates pointed out that the conditions in which the detainees were being held could be improved,
UNMIK and KFOR offieials stated that the circumstances in Mitrovica were exceptional and that UNMIK and KFOR had neither the
resources nor the capability to provide a more adequate place of detention. They stated that they were “‘simply not prepared for this™.
However, the vmtcnc; and heightened tension between the two communities in Mitrovica, which has continued over the last seven
monlhs:, should have md‘icatcd to KFOR and UNMIK that they may have to detain people. In order to have the capability to detain
PEODIB}n gdcguatu mndltiuns, UNMIK should have allocated the necessary material resources to Mitrovica. In providing an
uutlmr}tatl'_ue mterpretation of Article 10 of the ICCPR, the Human Rights Committee has stated that a lack of material resources or
financial difficulties cannot be used as a justification for inhumane treatment.

In response to the Amnesty International delegates' suggestion that KFOR could perhaps improve the heating and cleanliness of the
gymnasium, a French KFOR official said, “they [the detainees] are no angels... these people shot my soldiers™,

The right not to be subjected to arbitrary arrest and detention

Article 9(1) ol'?hc ICCPR states that “(e)veryone has the right to liberty and security of person. No one shall be subjected 1o arbitrary
arrest or detention. No one shall be deprived of his liberty except on such grounds and in accordance with such procedures as arc
established by law”,

KI'OR representatives informed the Amnesty International delegates that the detention of the group of 49 persons in Mitrovica on
the 13 February, took place on the basis of their authonty found in Resolution 1244, para. 9(d) which gives KFOR the broad
responsibility for “ensuring public safety and order until such time as the international civil presence can take responsibility for this
task™. Although clearly in contradiction to international human rights law, KFOR officials have argued that their powers under para. 9
(d) give them the authority to hold persons in detention indefinitely without safeguards until there is an UNMIK judicial authority to
review the cases. KFOR legal advisors have also claimed in other cases that even when there is a judicial review of the cases which
resuls in an order of release of the person detained, para. 9(d) grants them the authority to continue the detention of that person, if, in

their determination, the person poses a threat fo public safety and order or to KFOR soldiers. See footnote 22 22 Amnesty International
is concerned that such claims are clearly incompatible with KFOR's obligation to uphold international human rights standards.

When KFOR interprets its power under Resolution 1244 as providing it with the authornity to detain people without regard for

procedures provided for in the applicable laws, See footnote 23 22 as they did in Mitrovica, KFOR subjects persons to arbitrary arrest
and detention. Amnesty International believes that persons arresied and detained solely on the basis of Resolution 1244 are vietims of
arbitrary arrest and detention because the authority under which they are held is unlimited, vague and without regard for procedure
provided for in any other law. The organization highlights the fact that Resolution 1244, paragraph 9(d) does not contain or specify any
legal procedures or standards which KFOR must adhere to when arresting or detaining persons. Thus, Amnesty International is
concerned that any arrests and detenlions executed solely on the basis of this power lead to arrests which are inapproprate,
unpredictable and could lead to injustice. Any such arrests and detention would be arbitrary within the meaning of Article 9(1) of the

ICCPR_Sce footnote 24 24

Article 5(1) of the ECHR also contains, in more detail, the right not to be subjected to arbitrary arrest and detention. This article
requires that for an arrest to be lawful it must be based on, among other things, a “reasonable suspicion™ that a person has committed a
criminal offence (Article 5(1)(c) of the ECHR). Although KFOR claims that the questioning of the 49 detainees was for intelligence
gathering purposes, the detainees interviewed by Amnesty International delegates stated that the questioning by KFQR soldiers centred
around the events of the 13 February 2000 and who shot the French soldiers - clearly a serious criminal offence. It is far from clear
whether the element of “reasonable suspicion™, which is necessary for the arrest and detention fo be lawful, was met in each of the
cases of the 49 persons detained. A representative from the UNMIK international civilian police involved in the cases told Amnesty
International delegates “(f)rom a military point of view there may have been a pood reason to detain these persons, however, [rom a
police point of view there was no probable cause™ (or reasonable suspicion that the persons detained had committed a criminal offence).
IFKFOR did not have a “reasonable suspicion™ that each of the 49 persons arrested and detained in Mitrovica on 13 February 2000 had

committed a criminal offence, the arrests and detentions of these persons were unlawful under the ECHR. Sce footnote 25 3

The right to be informed of the reasons for an arrest and the right of a person to be informed of his or her rights

One of the crucial safeguards against arbitrary arrest and detention is the requirement set out in Article 9(2) of the ICCPR and Article 5
(2) of the ECHR that all persons be informed of the reasons for arrestin a language that they understand. When detaining the 49
persons in Mitrovica on 13 February, however, KFOR did not speak te the detainees through an interpreter. They did not inform
anyone of the reasons for which they were being detained in a language that they understood. Indeed, four days later on 17 February
when the Amnesty International delegates arrived at the French KFOR com pound, neither KFOR nor UNMIK were clear as to the legal

basis under which the detainees were being held or whether they were in the custody of UNMIK. See footnote 26 26 Also contrary to
international standards, the detainees were not informed of their rights by the authorities.
The right to counsel

[nternational human rights standards provide that every person arrested and detained, whether or not on a criminal charge, has the right
to assistance of counsel at all stages of the proceedings, including interrogations. (Principle 1 of the Basic Principles on the Role of
Lawyers). Moreover, all detainees have the right to be informed promptly after arrest of their right to counsel. (Principle 17(1) of the
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5;;11.{;::) r:]:‘mp.hs)' In addition, Article 37(d) of the Convention on the Rights of the Child specifies that every child deprived of his

held by K}Of{ right of prompt access to legal representation. Amnesty International delegates were informed that none of the persons

- : ﬂl}d UNMIK international civilian police in the gymnasium between 13 and 18 February 2000, including the juveniles,
ere provided with access to a lawyer nor were the majority of the persons detained informed of their right to counsel.

The right to notify or have notified family of the deprivation of liberty and place of detention

Amnesty_]ntemat'mnal was informed by people held in detention in Mitrovica that their families were not officially notified by KFOR or
UNMIK international eivilian police that a member of their family was being detained. Furthermore, since the detainees were not given
the opportunity to contact their families during their time in detention, some of their families did not know where they were.
Inln:'.rnahqnnl human rights norms provide all persons deprived of their liberty with the right to inform, or have the authorities notify,
their family or other appropriate person of the detainee's choice of the place where they are being detained, and of any transfers from
that place. (Principles 15 and 16 of the Body of Principles).

The right to be brought promprly before a Jjudge or judicial authority and the right to challenge the lawfulness of detention

Every detainee has the right to be brought promptly before a judge or judicial autherity. Article 9¢3) of the ICCPR provides that “(a)
nyone arrested or detained on a criminal charge shall be brought promptly before a judge or other officer authorized by law to exercise
judicial power and shall be entitled to trial within a reasonable time or to release...”. Article 5(3) of the ECHR contains a similar
provision . While international human rights law does not provide a temporal definition of **promptly”, the European Court has ruled
that detaining a person for four days and six hours before bringing him before a judge, without the necessary safeguards being in place,

was not prompl access and therelore a violation of Article 5(3). See [‘oql_g_qy:_g_?_ﬂ

The FRY Code of Criminal Procedure (the Code) provides that a judge must deliver a decision to a detainee within 24 hours of the
individual being deprived of his or her liberty if the person is to be kept in custody. The Code does allow law enforcement ofTicials to
detain a person for up to 72 hours before a judicial review and investigation commences in exceptional circumstances. See footnote 28

E,Nonc of the persons held in the KFOR gymnasium, including those who were held for a period of five days, were ever brought
before a judge or a competent judicial authority, Sec footnote 29 E, Speaking with Amnesty International delegates, UNMIK
inlernational civilian police claimed that they had 72 hours from the commencement of their investigation to bring these people before a
judge or to release them. However, they stated that their investigation started 91 hours after the people were initially detained. See

footnote 30 ﬂ_Amrdiug to UNMIK, therefore, these persons could have been held, effectively for interrogation, for seven days
without ever sceing a lawyer or being brought before a judge.

At least 14 of the detainees were held by KFOR and UNMIK in Mitroviea for around 120 hours, which exceeds both the 24-hour
and the 72-hour exceptional limit of the applicable national law by 96 and 38 hours respectively, and were never brought before a

judge. See footnote 31 31 The FRY Code of Criminal Procedure, however, clearly states that all persons detained must be brought

before a judge at most within 72 hours from the time that the person is initially detained. See footnote 32 E_By not complying with this
provision of the applicable national law, both KFOR and UNMIK clearly failed to treat the delainees in accordance with the procedures
proscribed by law, in violation of Article 9(1)of the ICCPR and Article 5(1) of the ECHR. Furthermore, KFOR and UNMIK violated
Article 9(3) of the ICCPR and Arlicle 5(5) of the ECHR by lailing to bring each detainee promptly before a judge.

Article 9(4) of the ICCPR and Article 5(5) ol the ECHR provide every detainee with the right to challenge the lawfulness of his
arrest or detention and to be released if the detention is unlawful. Amnesty International underscores the fact that at present there is no
specific legal procedure under the applicable law in Kosovo by which persons kept in detention can challenge the legality of their arrest
and detention by law enforcement officers in Mitrovica. None of the detainees were provided the opportunity to challenge the
lawfulness of their detention, including the 14 detainees who were kepl in detention for five days. The organization urges UNMIK to
establish such a procedure in line with international human rights standards forthwith.

Human rights mechanisms in Kosovo - the enforceable right to compensation

Article 2(3) of the ICCPR and Article 13 of the ECHR require that authorities ensure that any person whose rights under the respective
treaty have been violated have redress lo a competent authority for an effective and enforceable remedy. Article 9(3) of the ICCPR and
Article 5(5) of the ECHR provide for an enforeeable right to compensation for any person who has been a victim of an unlawful arrest

or detention.

In Mitrovica, on 13 February, the 49 persons amested by French KFOR were not informed immediately of the reason for their arrest,
were not notified of their rights, including their right to counsel, were not given access to counsel even before or at the time that they
were interrogated and were not detained in humane conditions. In addition, 14 people were not brought promptly before a judge or
judicial officer in accordance with the applicable national law. None of the detainces were able to challenge the lawlulness ofthclr
detention. Furthermore, it is highly questionable whether the initial arests and subsequent detention of the 49 persons were in fact
jawful. At present in Kosovo, however, there are no mechanisms in place to assess a claim of unlawful arrest and detention by KFOR
or UNMIK international civilian police in order to provide redress for the victims,

The UN Secretary-General stated that an Ombudsperson institution will be created to invcr'stigalc allegations of human rights ahus;s
by authorities in Kosovo. Amnesty In}eﬂmﬁonal is concerned that the Ombudsperson ire stitution whlci} is cufrcnlly bt:lllg :e'\r’tlbp‘?dhé
the OSCE has nof, as yet, been established. Therefore, there is no indcpcn.dcr.lt mechanism in place to mves_!lg.ate_alll?ge urnan“ngnt_
abuses by KIFOR and UNMIK and recommend compensation. The organization urges UNMIK to create this institution as a maticr

urgency.
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mJEzrlsTn E:Cc:ti_ﬁry_ﬁgera! [':.:13 stated that the Ombudsperson will have the “jurisdiction over allegations of human rights [abuses] by

o st 't}’;ftll 050V0™, Amnesty International ur}dcrstands that the Ombudspersen is intended to have power to, inter alia,

. tﬁ tons of human rights abuses not only commitied by UNMIK, but also by KFOR. Amnesty International urges KFOR to
ognize the jurisdiction of the Ombudsperson and allow his office to investigate alleged human rights abuses committed by KFOR.

" :1;]13 organization further notes that NATO, wh i_c,h. is comprised of the majority of countries contributing troops to KFOR, has no
e policy Whﬂmb}'ﬂpﬂlplc proven to be the victims of human rights abuses can be provided with compensation. Thus, at present
}?;rc 15 no enforceable ng_ht to a remedy for people who are found to have been victims of any human rights violations committed by
OR. Amnesty ]f"‘e""ahﬂﬂﬂl continues to urge KFOR to establish an independent and impartial complaints mechanism in order to
ensure that allegations of human rights abuses are effectively investigated, until such time as the Ombudsperson has started its work
and KFOR_ has accepted its jurisdiction. The organization further urges KFOR 1o cstablish a system for making reparation, including
compensation, to vietims of human rights abuses or to victims' families.

Recommendations

Amnesty International recognizes the complex nature of the tasks which UNMIK and KFOR face in Kosovo. The mandate of the
lniqmallcnal presence in Kosovo is overwhelming in its magnitude, given the lack of a political solution regarding the status of the
territory and the ongoing conflict in the region. The organization highlights the particularly difficult nature of the task faced by UNMIK
and KFOR in Mitrovica where organized groups of ethnic Albanians and Serbs continue 1o perpetrate human rights abuses against
members of minority communities on a daily basis. Nevertheless, Amnesty International stresses the fact that, however ditficult the
situation, KFOR and UNMIK must set the standard in Kosovo by upholding the highest slandards of human rights at all times. The
organization therefore makes the following recommendations:

To UNMIK and KFOR

That UNMIK and KFOR:

*  initiate without further delay an independent and impartial investigation into the death of Avni Hajredini, to be conducted in
accordance with international standards, and that its methods and findings are published in full.

That UNMIK and KFOR take immediate steps to ensure that all arrested and detained persons are treated in accordance with the
highest standards of human rights. They should ensure in particular that:

*  all persons arrested or detained for any reason are informed, at the time of arrest, of the reasons for their arrest and the location
where the person is being detained; notification is also to be provided in the event of any transfers from the original place of detention,
*  such persons are promptly informed of any charges against them and of their right to prompt access to legal counsel of their choice;

* anyone deprived of their liberty shall be granted access to legal counsel without delay, including during questioning and that
adequate facilities are provided to ensure the confidentiality of communications between counsel and the detainee;

*  the rights of juveniles are fully protected including during any detention and questioning and that juveniles arc detained only as a
last resort and for the shortest appropriate time. If detained they should only be questioned in the presence of an appropriate adult and
their legal counsel;

*  anyone deprived of their liberty is brought promptly and not later than 72 hours from the time they are detained before a judge or
judicial authority;

*  all persons deprived of their liberty are permitted to contact their relatives promptly afier arrest to inform them about their arrest, or
that the detaining authorities are instructed to do so on their behalf,

*  all persons detained are held in places of detention that are officially recognized and that the International Committee of the Red
Cross and human rights monitors have full and unhindered access to these places and detainces;

*  detained persons are held in humane conditions which, at least, meet minimum UN standards.

To KFOR

That KFOR:

+  review the regulations, code of conduct and procedures for KFOR personnel and undertake all necessary practical measures -
including establishing training programmes to ensure that the actions of KFOR personnel fully meet international human nights
standards as well as applicable laws - notably when resorting to force and when engaging in law enforcement operations;

*+  creatc a uniform, easily accessible and transparent complaints mechanism which ensures that investigations of complaints,
including allegations of human rights violations, are conducted by a body independent from that against which the complaintis
brought, to be operable at least until such a time as the institution of the Ombudsperson is in operation and KFOR agrees to grant it
jurisdiction;

J. take steps to ensure that any persons shown to have been victims of human rights violations commitied by KFOR pcrsor!"e[ o
including from NATO contributing countrics - have a right to redress and receive adequate reparations, including compensation;
*  permit the Ombudsperson instilution onee established 1o investigate human rights violations that are alleged to have been
commilted by KFOR personncl.

To UNMIK
That UNMIK:

# establishes a clear procedure by which all arrested people can challenge the lawfulness of their detention before a court which may
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decide without delay on the lawfulness of detention and order releasc if it is not lawful;
. that all detainees, including those from Mitrovica, are held in conditions which meet international human rights standards;

milia}tc a prompt review of all applicable laws, including UNMIK regulations, to ensurc that these fully conform with international
human rights standards;

~_ continue to make efforts to establish without delay a functioning judicial system whose personnel is adequately trained in human
rights standards;

: ereate the institution of an Ombudsperson without further delay;
ensure that all UNMIK law enforcement officials are provided with training in human rights standards.

To the international commu nity

That the international community:

*  provide UNMIK without further delay with the necessary personnel and resources to effectively police Kosovo in full conformity

with international human rights standards;

*  provide UNMIK forthwith with the necessary resources and personnel to establish a functioning independent and impartial
Judiciary ‘which is adequately trained in the applicable law and human rights standards;

" provide UNMIK with the required resources (o establish and maintain detention facilities which fully conform with international
human rights standards; *  provide UNMIK with the necessary funds to establish a functioning, independent and impartial judiciary.

Footnote: ' The in iformation contained in this report is based upon interviews carried out by Amnesty International delegates
with people who witnessed the violence on 13 February 2000, representatives of UNMIK, KFOR and the Qrganization for
Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE), legal professionals appointed in the UNMIK Judicial system and five people who
were detained by KFOR and UNMIK thart day.

Footnote: * By 21 February 2000 only 2,163 international police officers were present in Kosove, despite the fact that the
Secretary-General lias stated that over 6,000 international civilian pelice officers are required

Footnote: * “The statement on the right of KFOR to apprehend and detain persons whe are suspected of having committed
offences against public safety and order”. (the UNMIK Statement).

Footote: * See JSor example, Loizidou v. Turkey, European Court of Human Rights (40/1993/435/514) judgement (Merits)
Strasbourg, 18 December 1996, para.52.

Footnote:  ° Including: the Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners, the Body of Principles for the Protection
of all Persons under Any Fornt of Detention or Imprisonment, Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials, Basic Principles
on the Use of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials, Basic Principles for the Effective Prevention and Investigation
of Extra-Legal, Arbitrary and Sunumary Executions.

Foornote: 6 Amnesty International reconumends that the provisions of the ICCPR, the European Convention and the UN
standards which cover the conduct of law enforcement should be firmly reflected in the rules of engagement and the Status of tire
Forces Agreement and troops who are involved in policing operations should be trained in the practical implementation of these
standards.

Footnote: 7’ The prosecutor of the Mitrovica court sent a letter to UNMIK international civilian police on the 7 February
stating that he had received no information regarding investigations into these crimes. In the letter the prosecutor urged UNMIK
to commence prompt and thorough investigations,

F ote: 2 “Gunfire Shatters Kosovo's Sunday Morning Calm”, Reuters,13 February 2000

Footnote: 9 «Violence Fscalates in Kosovo,” Washington Post, 14 February 2000 A French KFOR soldier told AFP that he
was explicitly ordered to shoot anyone with a weapon. Amnesty International interview with AFP, Pristina, February 2000.

Footnote: '® UNMIK News, no. 28, 14 February 2000

Footnate: ! “Firefight in Kosove Town Leaves Sniper killed, Peacelceepers Wounded,” AFP, 12 February 2000.

Foglitite: 12 FroR spokesman Lieutenant-Colonel [lenning Philipp, UNM!:’L' Press !_)riefmg, Pristina, 14 Fe.".t.ruap! 2000, It
m noted that the location of the other supposed “sniper” that KFOR claimed their soldiers had wounded is siill a matter

of controversy.

Footnote: 13 pideo filmed by APTN, Mitrovica I3 February 2000 and viewed by Amnesty International delegates.
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3 . My
Footnote: NATO Bacltracks on Kosovo Sniper Claim,” Reuters, 17 February 2000.

Footnote: '3 KFOR Press Update, Pristina, 17 February 2000,

5 - l6p. . =
Footnote: Principle 9 of thre Principles on the Effective Prevention and In vestigation of Extra-legal Arbitrary and Summary

E.'x{cun'ons states that “there shall be a thorough, prompt and impartial investigation of all suspected cases of extra-legal,
arbitrary and summary executions”.

. AT e : il
F ootnofte: Principles 5 and 9 of the UN Basic Principles on the Use of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials.
Articles 2 and 5 of the ECHR as interpreted by the European Court of Human Rights, impose similarly strict requirements.

Footnote: 18 Melege Hajredini, the wife of Avni Hajredini has requested that UNMIK and KFOR conduct an investigation
into the death of her husband. Avni Hajredini left a wife and five children.

Footnote: 2 “NATO Shocked by Violence, Arrests 40”, Reuters, 14 February 2000.

Footnote: 2% International human rights standards provide that women and children held in detention should be segregated
Sfrom the adult male population. Rules 8(a) and 53 of the Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners state that
women in custody should be held separately from men and supervised by female members of staff. In addition, Article 10(2) of
the ICCPR provides that juvenile persons should be separated from adults. See also Article 37 of the Convention on the Rights of
the Child

Footnore: 21 4 representative from the OSCE, whe had been denied access ta the detention facility the day before, was
permitted to visit the facility and speak to the detainees.

Footnote: %2 There are currently at least seven people being held in continued detention by KFOR in the sector under the
command of the United States on the authorization of the Commander of KIFOR, despite the fact that their release has been
ordered by a judge appointed by UNMIK. These people are no longer under any form of investigation and they have not been
uble to challenge the legality of their continued detention in a court, nor has their continued detention been reviewed by a court
or judicial authority. Although KFOR has claimed that these persons can be held indefinitely in detention without affording
them any guarantees of due process, Amnesty International is concerned that they are currently subject to arbitrary detention in
violation of international human rights law.

Footnote: 7 Regulation 2/1999 allows the relevant law en forcement quthorities to temporarily detain a person if they pose a
threat to public peace and order for up to a maximum of 12 hours. However, Regulation 2/1999 does not provide a procedure by
which a detainee can be informed of their rights, be provided with access to counsel, be informed of the reasons for their arrest in
a language they understand, be treated in humane conditions or with a procedure by which they can challenge the legality of
their detention. Moreover, there is no requirement on the face of the law that there be a “reasonable suspicion” that the person
detained under Regulation 2/1999 committed a criminal offence. Therefore, Regulation 2/1999 appears to be incompatible with
international human rights standards, in particular Article 5 of the ECHR. Amnesty International continues to urge UNMIK as
a matier of urgency to ensure that all regulations issued under its authaerity conform to international human rights standards
created by the UN,

Footnote:  ** The Human Rights Committee has explained that the term “arbitrary” in Article 9(1) of the ICCPR is not only to
be equated with detention which is “against the law,” but is to be interpreted more broadly to include elements of
inappropriateness, injustice, and lack of predictability. See Albert Womah Mukong v. Cameroon, (#58/1991), 21 July 1994, UN
doc. CCPR/C/51/D/458/1991, p. 12,

Footnote: 2 In ajudicial proceeding to challenge the lawfulness of the arrest and detention, KFOR would have the burden to
lm there was “reasonable suspicion” for arrest under Article 5(I)(c) in the case of every one of the 49 persons who were
arrested and detained

Footnote: 26 While a KFOR legal advisor informed the Amnesty International delegates on the morning of 17 Fi ebr_uary thar
the 14 remaining detainees were under the jurisdiction of the international judge, the .;:udge _winl' the Amnesty qugm ational
delegates, the same morning, that the detainees were in KFOR's custody. The inrerfwnonai judge, H_-ha was appeinted to :{:e
Mitrovica District Court on 14 February, stated that he could not exercise jm.—'_;-dfmqn over the detainees. He stated that this was
use when he arrived in Mitrovica he had no international prosecutor to work with him and that the local prosecutor had

xzz'ned a request to work with liim due to fears for his safety.

Footnate: 27 Brogan er al v. United Kingdom, 1998, European Court of Human Rights, Series A, No. 145- B.
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. 28
Footnote: It should be noted, lowever, that detaining a person for 72 hours before seeing a judicial authority is an

gxfepﬁ"”fd measure specified for cases where it is necessary to confirm the individual's identity, check an alibi, ensure that
evidence is not destroyed or gather other “essential details" necessary for the criminal process. See Code of Criminal Procedure,
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, Articles 192 (1), (3) and 196 (1), (2), (3).

7 . 29 i < 5
Footnote: The UNMIK Statement which underlines the obligation of KFOR to observe internationally recognised human
rights standards, lays out a procedure which should be followed by KFOR when detaining an individual However, this
Pprocedure was not followed by KFOR in the process detaining the 49 persons on the 13 February 2000,

@!?M; 9 4 Ithough the French KFOR legal advisor stated that he was under the impression that an UNMIK international
civilian police investigation had commenced on 15 February, the UNMIK civilian police investigator wito met Amnesty
International's delegates claimed that his investigation had begun on 17 February. In fact, he claimed that his investigation had
started around 30 minutes before meeting the Amnesty International delegates at exactly 1.51pm that day.

Footnote: 31 Although the FRY Code of Criminal Procedure requires the detaining power immediately inform a presecutor or
investigating judge of any detentions or arrests, the UNMIK-appointed President and one of the prosecutors of the Mitrovica
court informed Amnesty International's delegates that they had never been afficially notified of the detention of any of the group
of 49 persons.

Footnote: 32 Jt should be highlighted that Amnesty International has expressed ifs concern regarding the abuse of these
provisions of the Code by the Serbian police and FRY autherities when arresting and detaining ethnie Albanians in Kosovo
before June 1999. See: Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, Unfair trials and abuses of due process; Document Series A #4. AT
Index: EUR 70/35/98.

Al Index: EUR70/13/00
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Introduction

From the end of February 1998 a marked and extreme increase in police and,
Increasingly, military actions in the areas where the Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA, or
in Albanian Ushtria Glinmtare e Kosovés, UGK) is reported to have a strong
presence has resulted in hundreds of killings, many of which Amnesty International
believes to have been extrajudicial executions and the consequence of excessive
use of force. This report features detalled information on three such police or military
actions in the Drenica area of Kosovo province: at Likosane and Cirez villages (28
February-1 March); at Donjl Prekaz (5-6 March); and at Glodjane (24 March).

This report also features cases of human rights abuses allegedly perpetrated by the
KLA in and around Glodjane In the weeks after the police action there in March,
Towards the end of May 1998 the Yugoslav authorities stated that at least 25
civiliansSee footnote 1 had been killed by armed ethnic Albanians since the
beginning of the year. Amnesty International is not able to verify this figure or the
circumstances of each case, but opposes the deliberate and arbitrary killing of
civilians, prisoners or others who have been rendered defenceless. The deliberate
killing of people taking no active part in hostilities contravenes minimum standards
of human behaviour and Is prohibited under the laws of armed conflict.

Violence has escalated still further since the events described here occurred.

Unlawful killings and exira-judicial executions during
police/military operations

Likosane and Cirez villages, 28 February and 1 March 1998

On 28 February and 1 March 1998 Serbian police killed 26 ethnic Albanians in the
villages of Likosane and Cirez (Likoshani and Qirez in Albanian). Four police officers

were also Killed.

Comparing the official accounts of the events and the evidence collected from
independent sources, two very different accounts emerged. According to the police,
one of their routine patrols was attacked near Likosane at 12.30pm on 28 February
and two police officers were killed. Reinforcements were brought in at around 2pm,
who then fought with armed ethnic Albanians through until the next day, during
which time two more police officers and 16 of the Albanians were Killed. However,
reports from ethnic Albanian witnesses contradict this version, saying instead that
the confrontation began on the evening of 27 February when armed men, believed to
belong to the KLA, fired from a vehicle at a school housing Serbian refugees (from
Croatia or Bosnia) in the nearby town of Srbica (Skénderaj in Albanian).See footnote

2
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en of the KLA may well have
fight an expected police action. w

In summary, in the fighting which occurred during the ni ht of

early hpurs of 1 March, the police used heliooptefgs and agnnourzt:l E:Eirc:.;:;y;ntﬁ;he
operation, and were armed with machine guns and rocket-propelled grenades. It
appears that although there was resistance from the KLA, those fighting for it were
outnumbered and they withdrew from the area allowing the police to move in.

Amnesty International believes that most of the ethnic Al
killed after the KLA's withdrawal, L

Rukije Nebly, a mqlher of two who was pregnant with her third child, was one of
the 2(:": A!banfan victims. She was killed in her house in Cirez village; pictures of her
body indicated that she had been shot in the head with a high velocity weapon (see
cover photograph). Rukije's husband Xhemsir Nebiu and her brother-in-law llir
Nebiu were also shot in or close to the house. Other victims in Cirez included 63-
year-old Ajet Rexhepi and four brothers from the Sejdiu family including 24
year-old twins Nazmi and Bedri who were also reportedly found dead in their house.

Among others, 10 male members of the Ahmeti family, aged between 16 and 50
years, were killed, apparently in extrajudicial executions, in Likosane. Mirsije
Ahmeti, whose father and three brothers were killed, was reported in the Belgrade
weekly VVreme as describing how the police came to their house at about 4pm on 28
February, ordered the occupants onto the floor at gunpoint, locked the women and
children in one room and took the men out. See footnote 3

The men were at first believed to be missing and were apparently not counted in the
16 dead first reported by the police {the palice in any case did not issue the names
of the dead). On 2 March their bodies were seen In the morgue in Pristina (Prishtiné
in Albanian}, the capital of Kosove Province, by somebody who was able to identify
them and they were returned to the village for burial on 3 March.

Visitors to the scene including representatives of the Belgrade-based Humanitarian
Law Centre (HLC) See footnote 4 observed and photographed blood, teeth and what
they believed to be brain tissue on 1 March in the yard of the Ahmeti house, They
also observed the words: “This is what will happen next time, too" written in Serbian
on the wall. It is unclear whether all of the blood and bedy parts came from the
Ahmetis; one local journalist who visited the scene believed that some traces may
have come from an injured KLA fighter who may have come to the yard at some
point and that his trail of bloed may have led palice there.

According to the HLC See footnote S, 70-year-old Muhamet Djeli and his son
Naser were Killed in the house opposite that of the Ahmetis. Muhamet was killed in
an outbuilding and Maser was killed in the next room in the presence of his wife and
two children. He had been hit by a bullet which came through a window that had
been covered with a mattress. A trall of blood indicated that he had been dragged
outside, but his body was taken to the Pristina morgue by police.

The HLC also reported that although many of the bodies were taken to the morgue,
there were no signs that autopsies had been performed on them, nor on the bodies
which were left in the village. To Amnesty International's knowledge, to date no
investigations have been carried out into the killings.

Killings in Donji Prekaz, 5 and 6 March 1998

©On 5 and 6 March special police forces carried out another operation around the
village of Donji Prekaz, some 10 kilometres from Likosane. At least 56 ethnic
Albanians were killed in this operation. The main target of this operation was the
home of Adem Jashari. He had been convicted in absentia of "terrorism” in an
unfair trial in a court in Pristina in July 1997 and was sentenced to 20 years'
imprisonment (the trial is described in the accompanying document Unfair {rials and
abusas of due process, #4 in this series, Al Index: EUR 70/35/98). In public
statements by the police since the trial he had been referred to as being a KLA
commander. At the trial itself he was alleged to have received military training in
Albania, to have recruited men to fight with the KLA and to have ordered and taken
part in armed attacks against the police.

Adem Jashari had allowed himself to be photographed with weapons by journalists
who visited his family home in previous months, It appears that the police had been
aware of his whereabouts for some time: in January the police launched an
operation against his home village of Donji Prekaz but withdrew after a firefight.
From at least this time the police maintained a presence in a disused munitions
factory in the vicinity of the village.

Although the full information about what happened in Donji Prekaz on 5 and 6 March
is still not available, Amnesty International Is seriously concerned that at least some
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of those killed were extrajudiciall
unlawfully killed as a resn!m of th ::::lgrdear:d o :_alhem g e

cari requires. Rather, the operation appears to h

ed out as a military operation by forces under BPSARE 0 have ey
su und en

spects and their families. apparent orders to eliminate the

The police operation was carried out or at least led

ebne Jedinice Policije - PJP). These a
special operations, such as deali
many police officers were Invely
hundred men. They were dr

by officers of the Special Police
F re elite units which are trained for
ng with hijacking. It is impossible to ascertain how
ed.l but it E:ems likely that there were several

2 essed in combat uniform, operated in milita

formations, _and were suppaorted by armoured persnnn:f carrlers {APCs?armed with
heavy machine guns and cannons of at least 20 millimetre calibre, Besides vehicle-
mounted weapons it appears that the police also carried heavy machine guns,
Iroc!cet- propelled grenade launchers, assault rifles and sniper rifles. Some reports
indicate that 81 millimetre mortar rounds were also fired in the attack, Witnesses
clain:led that much of the police's firing at the village emanated from the disused
hunting ammunition factory in the vicinity of the village where they had previously

eslablished a presence. This factory appears to have been used as the base for the
operation.

in_a.repon by the Serbian Ministry of Internal Affairs made public on 10 March the
Ministry claimed that Adem Jashari had been involved in the attack on the palice
patrol near Likosane on 28 FebruarySee footnote 6. The report also stated that there
was another attack on a police patrol near Donji Prekaz on Thursday 5 March at
dawn (at around 5.30 that day), and that following the deployment of a “strong police

presence, the terrorist group retreated to the stronghold on [sic] the Jashari
compound®,

However, witnesses interviewed by Amnesty International and others give accounts
which give strong reason to question this version of events. In particular witnesses
from other parts of the village than the Jasharis' report the police moving in on and
shooting at their homes from as early as 5.30am. Witnesses from the Jasharis' part
of the village described how their part was fired upon from about 6.30am,

It is more difficult to estimate the degree of resistance offered by the armed ethnic
Albanians in the Jashari compound and other parts of the village, particularly as
some witnesses may have been reluctant to reveal knowledge of this. On the basis
of what can be ascertained or deduced, it appears that each family or group of
families gathered women, children and men who were not carrying arms into the
safest room In each house. Meanwhile, some or all of the male members of each
famlly repelled the police attack with arms. it also appears that they were expecting
the pelice to attack, as they had done in the police action against the Jashari house
in January, and in the incidents around Llkosane a few days before. Nevertheless, it
is evident that they were outnumbered, and had fewer and Inferior weapons than the
police used, They may well have had dozens of men armed with assault rifles and
some other weapons such as anti-tank weapons. The degree of resistance offered
from each house or group of houses also seems to have varied, but it is clear that
the strongest resistance came from the Jashari compounds,

The only reported survivor from the compound where Adem Jashari's closest family
members lived was an 11-year-old girl, B.J., who spoke to foreign and local
journalists.See footnote 7 She told reporters how her family sheltered tegether
during hours of firing in which her house was repeatedly hit and then, when the
firing ceased, how she found the dead bodies of her three sisters Blerina (age
seven years), Fatima (eight) and Lirie (10) and then of her mother and four
brothers. Because of the lack of other witnesses and the concealment or destruction
of evidence which will be described later, it is extremely difficult to reconstruct what
happened in the compound except for what the girl told journalists after her escape.

Around 35 children, women and some men gathered in a house across the rack
from Shaban Jashari's compound during the attack. Amnesty International
interviewed most of the family groups which had been sheltering in the house. In
their testimony, which was taken at separate locations, they largely corroborated
each other, confirming details of the attack as a whole and describing in various
degrees of detail the extrajudicial execution of three of the six men who had been
with them and the wounding of a fourth.

The witnesses stated that after hearing the start of the attack at around 6.30am or
7am they gathered in the house of Begir Jashari which had the strongest walls and
was in the middle of the row of houses. They remained in the house listening to the
solinds of the attack on the other houses until about 1.30 that afternoon. At this
point they stated that the second and then first floors of Beqir Jashari's house came
under fire and that the roof and upper part of the house started to collapse. Police
then came close to the house and witnesses describe how a tear-gas grenade (this
could possibly have been a smoke grenade) was thrown and the gas or smoke
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came into the room through the i
broke
come out of the house one il i

. Palice then ordered the people to
th

! by one, calling in a mixture of Albani i
; Y : nd
e confusion (the children did not understand the orders) the ;;2;;5 inﬁﬁ?ﬁ‘:ﬁslz

came out in groups with the men a
: mong them i .
The men were picked out after th cal!'ngwa g some dressed in women's clothes.

"'l;:z gtr!;i vl:ét? appears to have peen Qazim Jashari, a 47-year-old teacher, who

ki 26_32”_0&' g?;fe a jd shot just as he emerged from the house. The next victim

kst yasli mi Jashari whose killing several witnesses described. Nazmi
s walking with his 70-year-old mother. Her account of his killing, parts of

which follow, was corroborated by s i
) everal other witnesses who i
independently by Amnesty International: WA e

“When we arrived at the door of the yard he said to 'me lst me help you'. ...When
we went‘our of the yard my son held me. He told me ‘okay mu!heﬁgr's go', the only
thing which | know from him. In front of the house when we were stopped they [the
police] took my son from me. .... | told him go and leave me here because nothing
will happen to me. He didn't say anything to me and they took my son from me unti
! t_umad my eyes tu_:r him .... they ordered my son to lay down then they searched
him and ordered him to get up again and he did that. Again to lay down, they did
not find gny'!hing. no weapons. | saw with my eyes how they prepared their
aulcmghc weapons, two of them, one on one side and another on the other, they
shot him between the shoulders | saw that with my eyes and screamed at that
moment 'Please God, | rely on you!'... | didn't know what eise | could say. | held
thase two walking sticks. | felt that my feet where completely cofd. | could not feel
them. | didn't knaw that they were mine. | saw how he was still he didn't move he
seemed to be sleeping. | thought to go and to see him one of the police ordered
me: ‘Don't move!’ He did not let me and | was just staying and looking. Then |
wanted again fo go and to cover him. | wanted to take this [her scarf] off and one of
them tumed a gun to me, but he didn't let me.”

Examination of pictures of the body of Nazmi Jashari by a forensic pathologist
consulted by Amnesty International indicated injuries which are broadly consistent
with the accounts of him having been extrajudicially executed, albeit there are
discrepancies between the witness accounts and the pathologist's analysis of the
precise manner in which Nazmi Jashari was shot. The photographs showed entry
wounds from bullets to his chest, At least one of the entry wounds showed marks
which may have been the result of gasses as the muzzle of the gun pressed against
his chest as it was fired. Nazmi's face was also caved in - the pathologist concluded
this was either the resutt of blows from an object such as a rifle butt or his face
having been stamped upon.

Begqir Jashari (43) managed to get out with the rest of the people who had
sheltered in his house in the confusion as the police killed Qazim and Mazmi. He
was reportedly shot as they fled up a hill close to the cordon of palice on the outside
of the village. Riad Jashari (1 &) was reportedly shot and injured before he reached
the hill but survived to flee with the assistance of the others.

Whether or not all or some of the men who had been in the Begir Jashari house,
whose killings the witnesses described, were bearing arms during the police aftack
it is important to stress that in the witnesses' accounts they had ceased to offer
resistance and had effectively surrendered themselves to the police.

As the witnesses fled they described meeting or seeing several cordons of police
after leaving their houses. They were directed to flee in the direction of a
neighbouring village and most complained that police appeared to fire at the ground
in their direction as they fled. There appeared to be no attempt by the police to
organize a place of safety for them or to provide any medical or other assistance.

Witnesses from other places in the Jasharis' part of the village described variously
how they were ordered aut of their homes or how their homes were fired upon.
Some hid in their own or neighbours' houses for two or three days. The houses in
the Jasharis' part of the village were rendered uninhabitable; houses appeared to
have been deliberately set on fire and parts were bulidozed with tracked vehicles
during the operation. Elsewhere in the viliage the inhabitants managed o flee or hid
in their own or other houses. Some of those who hid did not get out until the
following day, 6 March, or in some cases even 7 March.

in the aftermath of the incident, around 56 people were buried, amid some
confusion, For example, at least two of the bodies handed over by the police came
from Lausa village and had been killed in ancther incident. Some of the bodies were
not identified because they had been badly burnt. Of around 41 bodies which were
identified 12 were wornen and 11 were children up to 16 years of age. Most of the
victims identified came from the compound of Adem Jashari and the houses close
toit.

some of the survivors believe that bodies still remain in the ruined houses. In the
absence of more detailed evidence, the conclusion must be, at the very least, that
the victims who were clearly not using arms - that is the wormen and children at least
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saiof mme"g;"tg‘;he{; IS not witness testimony, died as a result of the excessive

ardrteriad T police in contravention of international standards on law

people were p mi?‘a{::rl:npears to have been taken of the fact that unarmed

<62 T&Gulllemuf dltiﬂer " uses. The women and child vielims appeared to have

falling debris insid ent combinations of shrapnel injuries, bullet wounds and

Boncieleb ot J the houses. International standards such as the UN Body of

o i:t h:e of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials specify

e gl I use of firearms may only be made when strictly unavoidable in

s atpleast t-.-.-:h::u particular no warning was given of the intention to use force

poid ses were attacked with heavy machine guns, cannons and

P mortar rounds. In witnesses accounts they were only called by the police to
me out after several hours of bombardment by the police.

Despite the reports from the Ministry of the Interior which impli i
) S plied that the police
?npemtlon had been staged as an immediate response to an attackon a pﬁ?ice patrol,
& operation had the appearance of one which had been planned sometime in
advance. This would have been all the more likely since the police had attacked the
Adem Jashari compound in January and were fought off, Despite the evident
opportunity to plan this operation there appears to be no pretence that the operation
was aimed at simply arresting those suspected of alleged terrorist acts.

The‘des_tructlon and hiding of evidence by the authorities, and
undignified treatment of the victims' bodies and their relatives

The Federal Code of Criminal Procedure (CCP) specifies in Article 252 that
autopsies shall be carried out when it is suspected that a death was caused by a
criminal act o in connection with the carrying out of a criminal act. When an
investigating magistrate is unable to attend the scene immediately, the police are
allowed to initiate forensic investigations, but not to order autopsies (Article 154).
However, in the aftermath of the operation the CCP appears to have been blatantly
ignored. One witness who remained hidden in the village until 8 March stated that he
saw the police removing the bodies from the house he was hidden in without any
particular care. At the same time they destroyed everything they laid their hands on.

According to the Council for the Defence of Human Rights and Freedoms (CDHRF
- the main ethnic Albanian human rights organization in Kosova), on 9 March the
police in Srbica telephoned the CDHRF's sub-council in Srbica and told them that
the bodies of those killed in Donji Prekaz were available for the CDHRF or others to
come and arrange identification and burial. On 10 March representatives of the
CDHRF, some relatives of the dead and other members of the ethnic Albanian
community who were in the area of Srbica were able to view the bodies. These had
been laid out in an undignified manner by the authorities in an open-sided building (a
building materials depot) close to a road on the outskirts of Srbica. The bodies were
apparently unprotected from interference by animals or other possible damage.

Many relatives complained that they were unable to pass police checkpoints to get to
the bodies or the mass funeral which was held the next day. A delegation of ethnic
Alpanian doctors from Pristina which was told by police that they would be able to
view the bodies on 10 March was reportediy turned back twice by palice despite
assurances given by telephone that they would be able to pass police checkpoints.
They did not reach the bodies. A convoy of the International Committee of the Red
Cross (ICRC) and International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent
Societies (IFRC) with delegates and medical supplies was also refused passage to
the depot and the Drenica area. A truckload of coffins with the convoy was taken by
the police and used for the burial.

Those representatives of the ethnic Albanian community who were able to reach the
site where the bodies were laid out tried to organize an informal identification by
{hose relatives who were able to reach the site. The police had apparently carried
out their own identification of some of the bodies: they had numbered them and
marked some as =unidentified’. Photographs taken at the depot show no signs that
autopsies had been carried out on the bodies.

The following day, 11 March, relatives and others organizing the funerals found that
police had buried the bodies, carrying out threats which they had previously made
that they would do so if the ethnic Albanians did not bury them quickly. The ethnic
Albanian representatives then disinterred the coffins, tried to identify as many bedies
as possible and reburied the bodies with the heads pointing towards Mecca in
accordance with Muslim custom.

Amnesty International is seriously concerned at the failure of the authorities to carry
out proper investigations into the causes of the deaths, in breach of national law as
well as international standards relating to the investigation of killings in the course of
police operations. The most glaring evidence of this is the lack of autopsies. The
authorities claim that investigating magistrates were summoned to the scene; if this
was the case then the failure to ensure autopsies were carried out appears to have
peen a gross dereliction of duty. The relatives of the dead suffered, and indeed
continue to suffer, from the lack of proper information about how the victims died
and the lack of any proper effort to ascertain responsibility. Moreover, only 40 or so
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of the Sﬁ_bnd‘tes were identified, leavin
were not identified among '.riclirr;s ina
appear to have actively blocked or p
the suspicion that many of the killin

g the grieving relatives of those missing who
N even worse state. That the authorities
revented efforts to identify the bodies confirms
gs may have been extrajudicial executions.
Furtherm it ;

hosimbiarly ﬁdﬁdﬁﬂms prevented independent investigation of the deaths. In
the VRATE Gt 1 oncern at the incident and appeals from the COHRF and
Rights (PHR) of ar-:‘ Z US-based human rights organization Physicians for Human
who Were Teacy it;o tgﬂ? n&r:}e-member team of forensic experts from four countries
il o Kesovo after having submitted visa applications on 13

The International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yu i
oslavia also asked that its staff
gz:eﬁ:’wr:d l?_a;zcompany the PHR team. At the end o March the Federal
it ent informed the US State Department, and not PHR directly, that three
ens would be allowed to travel to the region as long as they worked with
experts designated by the Yugoslav authorities. They would not be able to operate
-as the coordinated team which PHR proposed. PHR stated in response that
Isolated forensic investigators from various countries operating independently from
one another is neither a scientifically nor logistically feasible option®,

:I'he S_erhi_an ?uthoﬁlies did, however, invite the ICRC to open an ad hoc
Lme_s.tlgatlon into the events. In a statement on 20 March the ICRC pointed out that
acting as a fact-finding commission" was not within its mandate and that "taking on
such a quasi- judicial task could jeopardize its primary humanitarian duty to assist
and protect the victims of armed conflict or internal strife” See footnote 8.

The statement further recommended that the authorities contact an international
expert in the field of humanitarian law to set up such a commission. The authorities
are not known to have taken up this recommendation.

Killing of three men in Glodjane, 24 March 1998

On 24 March police clashed with armed men in the village of Glodjane. Although
accounts vary as to exactly how the incident started, it is clear that there was a
relatively small-scale incident in which police and armed men exchanged fire in the
hamlet of Dubrava, near Glodjane, at around 10.30am. This was followed by the
deployment of police reinforcements in the area. When it became clear that
something serious was happening, many pecple tried to flee the village and sheiter
in the neighbouring ones as police started checking houses, one by one, throughout
the village. According to testimony taken by the HLC See footnote 9, four unarmed
young men, Xh.Z., Gazmend Mehmetaj, Agron Mehmetaj and Him Haradinaj
had tried to evacuate the children from the village school, but found them gone.
Returning again towards the school, during a 1ull in the shooting at about 2.30pm,
they saw a police vehicle about 100 metres from the school and turned back. They
started to run when police opened fire on them without warning, first from positions
near the vehicle and then from a helicopter. Gazmend and Agron Mehmetaj and Him
Haradinaj were killed. The police reported that two men involved in the fighting had
been killed (Him Haradinaj's body was not found until 28 March), and the KLA
claimed in an announcement in May that the men were its members. However, the
testimony collected by the HLC indicates that the men were unarmed and were
extrajudicially executed. To Amnesty International’s knowledge, no investigations
were carried out into the killings.

Possible “disappearance”

In the chaos surrounding the police operations in Drenica and the west of the
province, which has now created tens of thousands of displaced persons and
refugees, there are frequent reports of many missing ethnic Albanians and some
Serbs or Montenegrins. It is as yet unclear as to how many of these have gone
missing, are in hiding, have been killed or have been made to “disappear” in the
custody of the police or armed forces. However, there are some cases where there
are reports of their arrest. For example, the CDHRF reported that Dr Hafir Shala, a
physiclan at the Medical Centre of Glogovac, was arrested by police on 10 April
1998. The car in which he was travelling was stopped by police at about 8am In the
village of Slatina near Pristina and he and his two companions were arrested.
According to statements by these companions, they were driven to the police
headquarters in Pristina by uniformed police, whereas Hafir Shala was driven there
in a separate vehicle said to be occupled by three men in civilian clothes, which was
seen to enter the station. Although Hafir Shala's companions were released later
that day after questioning, he himself was not. No information conceming his
whereabouts has been released by the authorities, despite efforts by his family and
lawyer fo obtain such information. Most recently, the authorities have reportedly
denied that Hafir Shala is being held in custody at all. Amnesty International has so
far not received any replies from the authorities to its appeals for information about
his whereabouts and for his release if no charges are to be brought against him

Human rights abuses by opposition groups
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At the time of writin

: ! g, In early June 1998 nternati
veri , Amnesty |
tmmslﬂfggt number of recent reports of hStuf'nan ngh:!sm;ah}us“:ss Eﬁml‘&
Dhligatio‘ns brels eo‘l'inmun to the four Geneva Conventions of 1849 places "
sl mu?i?at;: t: riglatrn:med Internal conflict not to carry out “violence to life
'Outraeg'esmul i persﬁnaf Ty ment and torture”, the taking of hostages and

In the peri
upposmrlhoga ﬂ:; to June the most detailed accounts of abuses by the armed
Following, the tbl;om Glodjane village, in information compiled by the HLC.
oo, set i pzh e ope_ratmn in Glodjane and killing of three men described above
e hacigolls ot e ckranoes o the Viage. Thrse Sasian men, '
iyl ijat Stojanovic and Veselin Stijovic, from the Dubrava hamlet,
. eir house on 18 April to collect some of their possessions, The Serbs
etende'tamed by uniformed men at their house where they were knocked fo the
grou and beaten. They were then taken to what they called the KLA headquarters
l_rlltg‘plod]aqe. where they were further beaten with rifle butts and clubs during an
: rrogatbon, They were released the next day. One of them was reportedly treated
n hospital for serious injures to the spleen, stomach and duodenum. The victims

?:na:vd that they recognized most of the perpetrators as local people whom they

On 12 April two Serb men, Novak Stijovic and Stanisa Radosevic, and the
mother of the latter, Rosa Radosevic , went to the village of Pozar near Glodjane to
collect the elderly father of Novak Stijovic. They were detained, beaten and
questioned byAarrned ethnic Albanian men, who took them to the so-called KLA
headquarters in Glodjane. They were made to retrieve and hand over a hunting rifle
from the house of one of them, before being released and aliowed to leave in the
direction of Decane. Meanwhile, Stanisa's father, Slobodan Radosevic , had
stayed behind to look after their farm in Dasinovac village and his family has not had
any news from him since. However, on 27 April the Kosovo Albanian language daily

Koha Ditore reparted that the KLA had executed five abducted Serbs, but did not
give their names,

According to the pro-government Media Centre in Pristina the bodies of Slobodan
Radosevic and that of another missing Serb, Milos Radunovic, had been seen at the
side of the road in Dasinovac. Neither of these reports has been independently
confirmed.

Amnesty International's Recommendations
To the Serbian and Yugoslav authorities:

. The authorities should issue clear instructions to all members of the
security forces carrying out law enforcement functions in Kosovo province
that deliberate and indiscriminate attacks on civilians, arbitrary arrests and
expulsions and other human rights violations will not be tolerated under any
circumstances and that those responsible will be held criminally
responsible for their actions.

. The authorities should ensure that all members of the security forces
carrying out law enforcement functions in Kosovo province are acquainted
with and trained in the application of the following international standards:

o The UN Body of Principles on the Use of Force and Firearms by
Law Enforcement Officials

o The UN Principles on the Effective Prevention and Investigation of
Extra- legal, Arbitrary and Summary Executions

o The UN Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials

o The UN Body of Principles for the Protection of All Persons under
Any Form of Detention or Imprisonment

+ The authorities should ensure that in situations of armed conflict the
relevant prohibitions of international humanitarian law contained in Common
Article 3 of the Geneva Conventions of 1949 and in Protocol Il Additional to
the Geneva Conventions relating to the protection of victims of Non-
International Armed Conflicts, shall be applied and all members of the
security forces deployed in Kosovo should be made familiar with them.

. The authorities should allow independent investigation of recent human
rights abuses, particularly the killings which occurred between 26 February

mtp;.ffww.mnnesty.orgfailibfaipubflﬁ&'E‘Lﬂ?MTU{)S 398.him 03-09-00
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lEI.IN Pﬁn?:?;lr:;ng!t?hgeuédf?elg?\?es;t out in international standards such as the
Arbitrary and Summary EXecuuoL‘:enhnn and Investigation of Extra-legal,

« The authorities should ensure that criminal investigations and procedures

are initiated to hold to account
officers '
perpetrating human rights vioIa;tii:ym S

:'h? authorities should allow the opening of the field office of the United
g I-II%HS (UN) Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
( HR) which the High Commissioner has requested in Pristina.

"{he a-..rkhcr_iiie; shoyld_grant permission for an extended temporary human
rights monitoring mission of the OHCHR as recommended in the letter of
the Special Rapporteur on the Situation of Human Rights in the Territory of

th_a Former Yugoslavia, Jiri Dienstbier, to the UN Commission en Human
Rights dated 14 April 1998.

« The authorities should grant permission for the redeployment of the

Mission of Long- Duration of the Organization for Security and Co-
operation in Europe.

« Theauthorities should cooperate in full with the International Criminal
Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia, allowing in particular, access to its
investigators to grave sites in Kosovo.

To the members of the Contact Group

. The Contact Group should consider all the recommendations made here to
the Yugoslav authorities and demand their im plementation.

. |t should develop a human rights strategy to shape the demands it makes
of all the relevant parties. This should focus on ensuring that:

. the international community has the capability of deploying an effective
human rights monitoring operation In the region.

. the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia s fully
supported in investigations into possible violations of international
humanitarian law and crimes against humanity.

To all UN contributor governments

« The contributing governments should ensure that the OHCHR field offices
in Yugoslavia are properly resourced to meet the demands placed upon
them.

. Contributing governments should ensure that all requests for funding made
by the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia in
connection with its investigations and any subsequent prosecutions are met
In full.

To ethnic Albanian armed opposition groups in Kosovo province

. The KLA should ensure that all forces under its control abide by basic
humanitarian law principles as set out in Common Article 3 of the Geneva
Conventions of 1949 which prohibit the killing of those taking no part in
hostilities as well as hostage-taking.

. The KLA should ensure that it cooperates with the ICRC, in particular to
resolve the fate of prisoners reportedly detained by its members.
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Footnote: 1 Report from Beta news agency, 28 May 1998,

Footnate: 2 Krvavi vikend u Drenici (Bloody weekend in Drenica), Vreme, Belgrade, 7 March 1998.

Footnote: 3 Krvavi vikend u Drenici (Bloody weekend in Drenica), Vreme, Belgrade, 7 March 1998. )
Footnote: 4 Investigations in Drenica, 8 March 1998 and Police Operations in ;‘.;l_e_-Drerrica area, 28 Mach 1998.

Foa.‘rlofﬁ 3 Investigations int Drenica, 8 March 1998 and Police Operations in the Drenica Area, 28 March 1998 B
Foomote: 6 Reporied by Tanjug (Yugoslav news agency), relayed by BBC Monitoring Service, 11 March 1998,

Footnote: 7 Kosovo's silent houses of the dead, Sunday Times (London) by Marie C olvin, 15 March 1998. | -

Footote: 8 ICRC Press release 98/10, "Kosovo: ICRC position on invitation to head investigation”, 20 March 1993.
Footnote: 9 HLC Spotight Report 27, May 1993, ]

Fooiote: 10 Amnesty International nates that Article 7 of the UN Declaration on the Protection of All Persons from Enforced
Disappearance, adopted by General Assembly Resolution 47/133 of 18 December 1992,

whatsoever, whether a threat of war, a state of war, internal political instability or any other public emergency, may be
invoked to justify enforced disappearances”. Article 13 of the Declaration requires that prompt investigations be initiated
whenever there are reasonable grounds to believe that an enforced disappearance has oceurred.

Document Series A.#2. Al Index: EUR 70/33/98 - o

states that :" Ne circumstances

Amnesty International June 1998

- Copyright notice: The copyright for this document rests with Amnesty International. You may download and read it. You may not
alter this information, repost or sell it without permission. If you use this document, you are encou raged to make a donation to

Amnesty International to support future research, Here you can find the address of your nearest Al office
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"Politika - Tanjug": Carla del Ponte's lies in front of the

UN's Security Council '
June 04, 2000

New York, June 3rd - The chiel prosecutor of the
International Criminal Tribunal in the Hague stood up
for NATO's cnminals, declaring the decision that
"there are no grounds for opening the investigation"”
into erimes which West Alliance commitied against
FR of Yugoslavia and Yugoslav people. That
"decision” Del Ponte announced in a brief report to
the members of UN's Sccurity Council last night,
saying she had finished considering "some" requests
for investigating NATO.,

"Accusations don't deserve further investigation", said
lady in which hands were for months separated - very
precisely and reasonably formulated - demands for opening an investigation because of the
committed war crimes, which submitted so west famous lawyers engaged {rom Yugoslav

government, so Russian Parliament’s commission, groups of international legal experts and
independent humanitarian organizations.

Lazi | pred savetom bezbednosti

Accusing hersell with the yesterday's statement, chicf of shameful quasi court in the Hague
cvaluated that Bill Clinton, Madeleine Albright, William Cohen and their pariners in crime [rom
NATO didn't commit genocide on Serbian population with the intentional killings of 2,000
innocenl civilians and destroying first of all civil targets and that under war crimes couldn't be
assign so monstrous moves as they are, among other things, bombing of traveler's vehicle or
convoy of refugees, destroying of television center, bombing of Chinese embassy or using
cluster bombs and depleted uranium as a weapon with long life destroying consequences.

’

The Hague Tribunal confirmed itself yesterday as a NATO's collaborator in aggression against
Yugoslavia, evaluated chief of Yugoslav mission in UN ambassador Vladislav Jovanovie, and
Carla del Ponte's shameful statement shows that this Tribunal is ready for further cooperation in

aggressive attacks on Yugoslavia, in the frame of strategy of the United States of America and
NATO.

In fact, the Tribunal has alrcady been classificd in lines of aggressor accusing leading Yugoslav
persons for war crimes, stated ambassador Jovanovie, so it is not surprise why chiel of this
quasi courl is not ready to do its professional and human obligation - to aceuse NATO for
genocidal aggression against country and people who didn't give any reason for that attack, but
they only bravely fought against incomparable and superior opponent.

Yesterday, Carla del Ponte hurried to announce that arrived accusations against NATO
discussed "informally”, giving them - according to their significance - "low level", simply
excusing herself because her duty is to "look” all complaints and accusations, because she has -
obviously - already felt on her penitential bended shoulder blades angry thunder of insulted
American Congress and Pentagon because of the pure fact that somebody is darcs to take a
superficial look on accusations for war erimes of American leaders. Finally, it is well known
that the United States of America confronted to the founding of permanent international
criminal court - for which 120 countries supported with their signatures in 1998 - because they
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were afraid of that some foreign court could j ican cit .
Judge and sentence American citizens, especiall
members of armed forces, ; ¥

Con f]'ﬁﬂ!cd wi?h the Carla del Ponte's unbelievable conclusion that "there are no grounds for

ppening investigation about any of those claims or other incidents connected to the NATO's

b'C:mbu:lg » Russian UN's mission deputy chief Gennady Gatilov wamed Security Counil that

this Tribunal's decision on com pletion of any investigation is 1co early. Ambassador Gatilov

::23‘]‘ the Hague Tribunal "politizing" body which is appearing with prejudices against Serbian
ple.

Of'cou_rse, del Ponte was "astonished" and "completely refused those accusations”, gladly
agreeding with the NATO Secretary-General lord Robertson's evaluation that "closing file about
NATO enables Tribunal to concentrate on arresting and trials of real war eriminals in Balkan".

"Although NATO committed some mistakes, I am very pleased that there were no intentional
targeting of civil or illegal military targets during the NATO's bombing campaign”, stated
impudently lady Del Ponte and mister Robertson stated that he is not surprised with her
decision, because she collaborated hard with the leadership of NATO and its members in the
recent months, so he expected with the reason that she will come to this conclusion. Tribunal's
report long about 50 pages will be published in about ten days, but it has already been well
known that in it "argumentatively" rejected all accusations raised on the account of NATO.,
"Mistakes" were committed, as bombing of traveler's train or Chinese embassy, but NATO
"truthfully confessed them", it was written down in that report.

If the Hague Tribunal somebody considered so-so International court, from yesterday he must
behave as it doesn'l exist any more. Tt will unfortunately exist to the detriment of justice,
conlrary to all norms of International law and Charter of United Nations, but only as an
extended hand of NATO and its dark plans against Yugoslavia.

[ Home | Encyelopedia | Facts&Figures | News |
Copyright © 1998, 1999, 2000 Ministry of Information

Email: mirs@srbija-info.yu
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NAME:  NAZMI JASHARI

"In front of the house when we were stopped they [the police] took
my son from me. ... | told him "go and leave me here because
nothing will happen to me". He didn't say anything to me and they
took my son from me untll | turmed my eyes to him .... they ordered
my son to lay down then they searched him and ordered him to get
up again and he did that. Again to lay down, they did not find
anything, no weapons. | saw with my eyes how they prepared their
automatic weapons, two of them, one on one side and another on
the other, they shot him between the shoulders | saw that with my
eyes and screamed at that moment ‘Please God, I rely on you!'... |
didn‘t know what else ! could say.

Nazmi Jashari's mother in a statement to Amnesty International
representatives in March 19398

UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF  Examination of pictures of the body of Nazmi Jashari (26) by a forensic
HUMAN RIGHTS  pathologist consulted by Amnesty International indicated injuries which are
broadly consistent with the accounts of him having been extrajudicially
Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security ~ ©ecuted. The photographs showed that at least one of the entry wounds
of person.  from bullets to his chest showed marks which may have been the result of
Article 3  9a8sses as the muzzie of the gun pressed against his chest as it was fired.

No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, 1. Killings in Donji Prekaz
inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment.
Article 5  On 5 and 6 March special police forces carried out an operation around the
village of Donji Prekaz, Kosovo province, Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
Seealso:  (seealso A.1 EUR 70\32\88). At least 54 ethnic Albanians were killed in
UDHR Campaignsite  this operation. Nazmi Jashari was walking with his 70-year-old mother. Her
account of his killing, parts of which you read above, was corroborated by
several other witnesses who were interviewed independently by Amnesty
International.

The main target of this operation was the home of Adem Jashari. He had
been convicted in absentia of "terrorism” in an unfair trial in a court in
Pristina in July 1997 and was sentenced to 20 years' imprisonment (see
also document series a4, Al Index: EUR 70/35/98)...

Amnesty International is seriously concerned that at least some of those
killed were extrajudicially executed by the police. There appears not to have
been any intention to effect the arrest of armed suspects in the village with
proper precautions and while minimizing the use of force in order to protect
life, as both national and international law requires. Rather, the operation
appears to have been carried out as a military-style operation by forces
under apparent orders to eliminate the suspects and their families,

Despite the reports from the Ministry of the Interior which implied that the
police operation had been staged as an immediate response to an Rtack on
a police patrol, the operation had the appearance of one which had been
planned sometime in advance. This would have been all the more likely
since the police had attacked the Adem Jashari compound in January 1997
and were fought off.

http://www.amnesty.org/ailib/intcanv/kosovo/cases/ease | Jhim 03-09-00
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ACT NOWI  Write to:
President of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
Seeaiso:  Slobodan Milesevic
EUR 7053398 g,
Amnesty's r ulevar Lenjina 2
" 11070 Beograd, Yugoslavia
Recommendationsto:  Fax: +381 11 636 775
Armed Opposition Groupsand~ S10D0dan. milesevie@gov.yu
calls 1o the Federa| Reppie oy i
Call for an independent investigation into the killings which occurred on 5

Casa stz and 6 March 1998 in the village of Donji Prekaz, and call for the authorities
to ensure that any (police) officers suspected of ordering or perpetrating
human rights violations will be brought to justice,

[ Documents ][ Latest || Resources ]
[ Picture Stories ][ Amnesty ]

http://www.amnesty.org/ailib/intcam/kosovo/cases/case].htm 03-09-00
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NAME:

= SiE
UDHR
Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security
of person.
Article 3

No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel,
inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment.
Article 5

See also:
UDHR Campaign site

ACT NOWI
See also!
EUR 70/34/98
EUR 70032198
Ampesty's tecommaendations (general)
Recommendations to:
Intermnational Comm
Amed Qppesition Groups and
Case Study 1
Case Stugly 3

http://www.amnesty.org/ailib/intcam/kosovo/cases/case2 htm
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VLORA MALIQI

"Six policemen beat me yesterday, they hit me everywhere. They
kicked me all over my body... they pushed me to the ground, pulfad
my hair. They turned me over to hit me on the back and then in the
stomach".

Vicra Maligi in a statement to Amnesty International representatives in
March 1998

Nineteen-year-old student Viora Maligi was among the victims as police
moved against a small number of ethnic Albanians close to the philosophy
faculty of the (state) university. Friends who were with her managed to
escape the police line, but despite the attempts of one friend to help her,
Viora was struck down and badly beaten.

Vlora Maligi showed Amnesty International delegates bruises to her face,
back, legs and armis.

lii-treatment in the context of demonstrations

At around 11 am on 19 March ethnic Albanians demonstrated in Pristina,
Kosovo province, Federal Republic of Yugoslavia. (See also series A.1
EUR 70\32\88).

At the same time Serbs from all over Serbia started to arrive for a
demonstration which was held that afternoon in opposition to the ethnic
Albanians’ demands.

The atmosphere in the town was very tense that day. Police did not break
up the meming demonstration but instead beat or otherwise ill-freated
some of the ethnic Albanian demonstrators when they were dispersing.

Write to: President of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
Slebodan Milosevic

Bulevar Lenjina 2

11070 Beograd, Yugoslavia

Fax: +381 11 836 775

slobodan, milosevic@gav.yu

Call for strict orders to be given to the police officers not to torture or ill-
treat people such as Viora Maligi, an ethnic Albanian who was beaten in
Pristina on 19 March 1998, and to respect the Universal Declaration of

Human Rights and other human rights standards.

[ Documents ][ Latest ]| Resources ]
[ Picture Stories ]J{ Amnesty ]
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Amnesty International - News Release - EUR 70/09/98
26 February 1998

Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
Five years on : still no justice for victims of Strpci abductions

_C°P¥ﬂg_]“ notice: The copyright for this document rests with Amnesty [ntemational. You may download and read it. You may not alter this
information, repost or sell it without permission. If you use this document, you are encouraged to make a donation to Amnesty International to support

future research. Here you can find the address of your nearest Al offica
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26 February 1998 Lﬁ = —‘
PUBLIC STATEMENT

Federal Republic of Yugoslavia

Five years on : still no justice for victims of Strpci abductions

Five years since the abduction and killing of 19 men -- all but one of them Muslim citizens of oy
Montenegro and Serbia — and still the perpetrators have not been brought to justice nar have the

:e::tfves received compensation from the authorities involved, according to Amnesty International

oday.

The men had been abducted by Bosnian Serb and Serbian paramilitaries on 27 February 1993
from a train travelling from Belgrade to Bar (Montenegro) as it crossed briefly into Serbian-held
Bosnian territory, at trpci station. They had "disappeared” for more than three years until finally, in
June 1996, it became publicly known that on the day the men were abducted, they were taken to a
village near Vi egrad where they were shot and their bodies thrown in the Drina river.

Amnesty International is calling upon the newly inaugurated Presidents of Montenegro and Serbia,
and also on the newly appointed Bosnian Serb authorities, to finally end the impunity with which
this gross human rights violaticn was committed by bringing those responsible to justice.

The human rights organization wants to remind in particular the Federal Yugoslav President
Slobodan Milo eviee to live up to his obligations towards his citizens. At the time of the abduction
Slobodan Milo evies was President of the Republic of Serbia and in this capacity he repeatedly
assured the relatives of the abducted men that he would do everything in his power to ensure that
justice was done. In March 1993, he personally assured relatives of the abducted : "We are not
going to allow those people who are committing serious crimes to walk freely in these regions”.

In fact, this is exactly what has happened since. The authorities attempts to clarify the fate of their
citizens have been grossly inadequate, inconsistent and at times deliberately counter-preductive. A
small Montenegrin Parliamentary Commission which had been entrusted with collecting information
on the case in early 1993, complained on several occasions that federal Yugoslav, Serbian and
Montenegrin officials had not answered its requests for information about this matter and had not
given the Commission, which had no executive powers, the assistance it needed. In particular the
Commission raised the failure of the authorities to question crucial witnesses.

Furthermore in November 1895, the Montenegrin Parliament rejected a request by the Commission
to expand its powers sa that it would have the authority to force state officials to hand over all
avallable documentation on this case.

A testimony given by a key witness — himself a former member of the paramilitary unit involved in
the abduction, who had seen members of his unit shoot people and throw their bodies into the
Drina river — led to the arrest of a Serbian man in October 1996. This man was also a member of
the same paramilitary unit and is subsequently reported to have confessed to taking part in the
abduction and shooting. To date, this man has not been brought to trial. Instead, a lengthy
argument about whether it should be a Serbian or a Montenegrin court which has the jurisdiction to

try him has taken place.

The reported leader of the paramilitary unit -- a Bosnian Serb who operated on Serb-held territory in
Bosnia-Herzegovina but crossed frequently into Serbian and Montenegrin territory—- was heavily
implicated in the abduction and the killings by witness testimonles. Atthough he was arrested on
several occasions in the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia on suspicion of having committed this
crime and others, he was always released and eventually extradited to the Republika Srpska (the
Bosnian Serb entity) in June 1894. To Amnesty International's knowiledge, no steps have been
taken to hold him to account for his role In the abduction and killings by the prosecuting authorities
in the Republika Srpska.

http:/www.amnesty.org/news/1998/47000998 htm 03-09-00
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Source: Amnesty Intemational, International Secretariat, 1 Easton Street, WC1X 8DJ,
London, United Kingdom
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Amnesty International - News Release - EUR 70/013/98
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. FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF YUGOSLAVIA
Mr. Milosevic, if you have nothing to hide, let the world come and see for itself right now!
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FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF YUGOSLAVIA

Mr. Milosevic, if you have nothing to hide, let the world come and see
for itself right now!

International scrutiny of events in Kosovo, as recommended by the international Contact Group,
should start with immediate access to affected areas of Kosovo province, Amnesty International
urged today.

The Contact Group, originally established for Bosnia-Herzegovina, is comprised of Foreign
Ministers from France, Germany, ltaly, Russia, the United Kingdom, and the United States.

“If President Milosevic and the Yugoslav leadership have nothing to hide, and the actions of its
forces are legitimate under international human rights law, then there can be na reason to keep the
eyes of the world away from Kosovo province, the human rights organization declared.

Amnesty Internaticnal is however gravely concerned that thedenial of access and cther threats to
journalists, independent human rights monitors and humanitarian agencies means unrestrained
policeactions involving human rights violations which may include arbitrary killings, torture and
arbitrary detention.

Such human rights violations have been reported by ethnic Albanians in the Drenica region of
Kosovo province where police operations to hunt out "terrarists” have taken place in the past 10
days. From 28 February to 2 March, at least 24 ethnic Albanians were killed during police
operations in Likosane and Cirez villages — allegations have been made that some of the victims
were deliberately killed after they were disarmed.

On 5 March Serbian security forces launched similar police operations in Donje Prekaze and Lausa
villages. They claimed these latter operations were in response to an early morning ambush in
which two policemen were wounded.

In Donje Prekaze village, the targets of the Serbian forces (who reportedly deployed artillery) were
the homes of the extended family of Adem Shaban Jasharl. He is an ethnic Albanian who had been
tried in absentia in 1997 on terrorism charges related to attacks on Serbs, some fatal, and his
alleged membership of the Kosovo Liberation Army (Albanian - Ushtria Clirimtare e Kosoves --

UCK).

Among those whom ethnic Albanian sources report were killed in Donje Prekaze include 13-year-
old Valdet Zene Jashari, and 16-year-olds Murtez Zymer Jashari and Abdul Jashari. At least two
women were also reportedly killed, including Adile Jashari (Adem Shaban Jashari's wife} and the
wife of Zene Jashari, Serbian sources claimed that Adem Shaban Jashari had himself been killed,
but ethnic Albanians report that he escaped and is in hiding.

Althaugh on 7 March Serbian police Colonel Ljubinko Cvetic reported that 26 "lerrorigts“ had been
killed during the police actions in Donje Prekaze, yesterday ethnic Albanian sources in Srbica
reported that more than twice that number of bodies were returned to them by Serbian forces for
burial. Serbian authorities also continue to insist that the police operations were directed against
the UCK. Albanian sources, however, reported that among the remains handed over in Srbica were
those of women and children, some of which had been burned beyond recognition.

Amnesty International fears that some people who were killed may not have been involved in the
fighting or may have already been disarmed when they were Killed.

“\We are concerned that the use of force by Serbian security forces appears to have far exceeded
that permitted by international standards for law enforcement, which is how the Serbs continue to
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classify their actions " Amnesty International said.

Access to the
ch

region for journalists, independent monitors, and others has been limited to trips
Al

aperoned by the Serbian authorities. Serbian police have i
: 12 i also reportedly prevented ethnic
banian human rights activists in Srbica from speaking with intematiuna'lyogganlzations.

lane?nggerd ?E\r_elapment apparently almed at thwarting independent scrutiny, on 6 Mareh the

. E??s e wl:;; attorney took unspecified "measures"” against editors of five independent Serbian

provir?:ém;?? other tele::rlslm stations which had been reporting on events from Kosovo

e » Stating that they "encouraged the actions of terrorist groups". Amnesty International
eves that these measures were clearly intended to threaten independent reporting from Kosovo

province, as the editors of the newspapers said that they had only reported factual information and
statements credited to other individuals. e e

The Contact Group yesterday called on the Serbian authorities to invite independent forensic

experts to investigate the very serious allegations of extrajudicial killings, and to prosecute anyone
found responsible.

“This recommendation needs an immediate positive response from the Serbian side, and should
get one if they truly have nothing to hide." Amnesty International said. "It also needs the

international community to back it up by identifying qualified forensic experts, and by providing
resources so that they can begin work right away.”

The nrgaqization additionally supported the call for a mission to Kesovo by the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights, noting that although the past is currently vacant, the
Commissioner already has a Special Rapporteur whose mandate includes Kosovo province.

The Contact Group also recommended that the Prosecutor for thelnternational Criminal Tribunal
for the former Yugostavia (Tribunal) begin gathering information relating to the violence in Kosovo
which may fall within its jurisdiction. The mandate of the Tribunal includes prosecution for crimes

against humanity and genocide, which are crimes which can be commitied in peacetime as well as
armed confiict.

Source: Amnesty International, Interniational Secretariat, 1 Easton Street, WC1X 8DJ,
London, United Kingdom
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Yan holst en steijnen

E:E.'m: Herman de Tollenaere <hermanti@stad.dsl.ni>
Se. _ Antoinette Martens <amarten@sk.sympatico.ca>
nt: woensdag 30 augustus 2000 11:38

Subject: Re: Karin Wegental

At 07:49 29-8-2000 -0600, " Antoi i n@sk i .
>Hallo Blosman, A oinetlec Martens" <amarten@sk sympatico.ca> wrote:
3

=E g .
Een vriendin stuurde mij het werk van de Zweedse Minister van verdediging,

Karin Wegestal is [sociaaldemocratisch] parlementslid, geen minister

>Ik ben betrokken geweest in de verzetting tegen de bombardementen in
>Joegoslavia, De organizatic waar ik werk heefl leden, twee advocaten die
~alle zogenaamde Iciders naar het zogenaamde Internationale gereeht in Den
=Haag heefl genomen. Je bent er waarschijnlifk wel van op de hoogle.

Ik stuur je stukken op over het proces tegen Nederlandse ministers in
Amslerdam.

>1k heb geen contacten in Nederland, behalve mijn vader, waar ik deze oorlog
>normaal mee kan bespreken. Vrienden, nu in hoge kringen(NRC Handelsblad),
>familie leden waarvan ik dacht dat ik veel overeen had, zijn allemaal voor

>de propaganda gevallen dat Serbians monsters zijn. Ik heb een paar
>vriendschappen verloren door het verschil van mening, als je het dat kan
>noemen,

>

=Ik kan je verschillende artickelen opsturen, als je will.

Die zijn welkom. Krijg ik ze per c-mail? Als je geen bezwaar hebt, zet ik
Jje op mijn lijst van adressen waar ik nicuws over Joegoslavie/NAVO heen stuur.

=Ik ben een Canadees voor 18 jaar tot op heden. Al mijn familic zit in
=Amsterdam, Zandvoort, Maastricht, Rotterdam enzovoort,

-

>Misschien kun je mij op dehoogle brengen wie de echie kriticken durven te
>zijn in dit confliel(?).

In de tweede kamer stemden SP, enkele GroenLinks leden, en 1 PvdA'er legen.
Buiten het parlement waren miljoenen tegen, duizenden demonstrrerden, maar

de media zwegen dit grotendeels dood. Zelf ben ik lid van het nog steeds
aklieve Anti Oorlogscomité Leiden.

>Hartelijke groeten ¢n tot gauw!

Met vriendelijke groet/Best wishes,

IHernman de Tollenaere

My Internet site on Asian history and "new” religions:
http://homes.dsl.nl/~hermantl/
See also SIMPOS, information on eccult tendencies' impact on society:

http://www.stelling nl/simpos/simpoeng.htm

e
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YUGOSLAVIA

A decade of unheeded warnings - a recipe for disaster
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Kosovo

A decade of unhecded warnings — a recipe for disaster

THE HAGUE -- The international community allowed the present human rights disaster in Kosovo to unfold by failing to act despite
repeated wamnings over the last decade, Amnesty International said today.

The statement came as the organization launched a two-volume collection of its documentation about human rights violations in
Kosovo alongside today's discussions at the Hague Appeal for Peace conference. The collection provides a detailed picture of 10 years'

of torture and ill-treatrnent, "disappearances” and killings in Kosovo, leading up to the military intervention by the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO) in March 1999,

For more than a decade, Amnesty International has warned of an un folding human rights crisis in Kosovo, said Pierre Sané, Amnesty
International's Secretary General. "But the international community simply did not want to know and did not want to act, The people of
Kosovo are now paying the price for their indifference."

In reaction fo the recent G-8 Summit statement of principles for peace in Kosovo, Mr Sané protested the lack of any mention of

bringing human rights perpetrators to Justice nor giving any role to the Interational Criminal Tribunal for Former Yugoslavia,
headquartered at The Hague.

"In agrecing and implementing any form of peace settlement, will the kind of human rights guarantees that could prevent a repetition of
this tragic history be insisted upon?" asked Sané. "Will the regional and local human rights and democracy NGOs - and other civil
socicty actors whose voice and vision has teo often been ignored in the past — be guaranteed a seat at the negotiating table?"

In Violume One, which begins in 1989, Amnesty International provides a detailed picture of demonstrators in Kosovo being jailed
without charge and put in isolation without contact with their lawyers or families. By 1991, the human rights organization criticized the
police of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY) for shooti ng and killing unarmed ethnic Albanians, as well as torturing and ill-
treating them, and protested against unfair trials of political opponents and labour leaders,

Amnesty International offercd further graphic evidence in 1993 and 1994 of police torture and ill-treatment, arbitrary arrest and un fair
trials. It appealed to the international community to work together to monitor and protect human rights in the FRY, and especially
Kosovo.

Volume Two contains 14 different documents issued in 1998 and IQ??,_dueurpenting Kmom‘s t:rmsrgin‘:_vt h_u:man rights erisis and >
expressing concern about Serbian army attacks which deliberately ur_mdlsunmmnlcly killed l:lundrods of mwl_mr_]s. It chgrts a pattem of
systematic human rights violations repeated over many years, and points to the Iac.k of effec !nf.c-n.ndrcss for victi ms’_\,ﬂm!1 again fucled
the anger and frustration that culminated in the present confliet. Amrlesty Inlm:nahonnl also cniticizes the Kosovo Liberation Army
(KLA) for committing hundreds of politically motivated killings of civilians, prisoners and other defenceless people and for breaching
the Geneva Conventions.

"Only by bringing to justice those who violate human rights and those who breach international hlumanit_arian law, can we hope to avert
future conflicts and ensure that a genuine culture of respect for human rights takes root in the region," Pierre Sané said.

Amnesty International research stafl are currently stationed in Macedonia and Albania, where they are documenting ongoing human
rights violations,

Source: Amnesty International, International Secretariat, 1 Easton Street, WCIX 8DJ, London, United Kingdom
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Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
(Kosovo province)

Latest allegations of massacres again underline desperate need for international human rights monitors

New allegations of the massacre of cthnic Albanian civilians in Kosovo yet again underline the need for a full investigation into the
alleged massaere and for the presence of international human rights monitors, Amnesty International said today

At least 16 people, 10 of whom were women and children, were reportedly killed last Saturday in the village of Gornje Obrinje. Among
them was a pregnant women, The majority of the victims were reportedly shot at close range and some showed signs of mutilation
They appeared to have been {aking refuge from fighting in a wood close to their homes. Local people told reporters that Serbian police
or Yugoslav Army personnel were responsible.

Although the Serbian authonties have denicd involvement in the massacre and announced an "urgent investigation” into this incident
they have consisiently refused to hold independent and impartial investigations into such allegations or to bring perpetrators to justice

"The pattern of human rights abuses and impunity for perpetrators in Kosovo is indisputable,” Amnesty International said. "Abuses like
those alleged at Obrinje spotlight the need to protect the displaced and refugees from Kosovo and put their human rights on the agenda
as much as their humanitarian needs."

"Calls for them lo retumn to their homes will be premature while gross human rights abuses arc committed with impunity and are not
promptly and impartially invcstigated and redressed,” the organization added.

Iowever, the international community 1s failing to give full effect to measures to monitor human rights and impunity. Last week's
United Nations (UN) Security Council resolution (1199/98) emphasized the monitening by European Union Monitors and international
diplomatic monitors without addressing the need for access by specialized human rights monitors such as those of the UN Ihigh
Commissioner for Human Rights who has been denied an office in Pristina and an expanded mission.

On 8 September the President of the UN International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugeslavia (Tribunal) wrote to the Presidency
of the UN Security Council highlighting how Yugoslavia's continued failure, in defiance of international law and the Sccunty Council
itsclf, to hand over suspeets indicted as part of ils Croatia nvestigations threatened to make the Tribunal's Kosovo investigations
meaningless. The Security Council has so far failed to respond dircetly to the demands of the Tribunal, which the Security Council

itself founded.

Last week's Security Council resolution called on the Yugoslav authoritics to cooperate with the Tribunal and to bring perpetrators to
justice itself, but failed to address the Tribunal's principal concems over the non-arrest of suspeets.

Next week the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees holds its annual Executive Committee meeting in which, among
other issues, UN member states will set out UNLICR policy alfecting Kosovo refugees. In the face of borders which are closin g to
Kesovo's refugees and displaced, Amnesty Iniernational will be addressing state delegations with a report calling on them to share the
burden of Kosovo's displaced and refugees and prevent their premature involuntary return while this cannot be cftected in safi ety and

dignity.

Amnesty International will be emphasizing that efforts fo deliver hunmniMr_inn assistance arc not enough, the rights of refu gees and
displaced persons to protection under international law, particularly protection under the UN Refugee Convention, must be upheld,

Source: Amnesty International, International Secretariat, 1 Easton Street, WCI1X 8DJ, London, United Kin gdom
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Today in Kosovo province, exceptional suffering is typical suffering

As news breaks daily of more civilian communities in western Kosovo coming under fire, we
already know the horrors that these people can expect to experience, so established are the

pKa:tems of violence and abuse, Amnesty International said today as it issued new reports on
S0V0.

"Exceptional suffering has become unexceptional," Amnesty International said. "Each day extreme

misery and pain produced by human cruelty is now an everyday experience for more and more
helpless people.”

The three new reports launched by the organization on Kosovo's human rights crisis include two

reports highlighting specific aspects of the tragedy: the plight of women vict ims, and people
"disappeared” or gone “missing".

"In areas of civil turmeil and conflict, women are particularly vulnerable to human rights abuses.
Kosovo has proved this again,” Amnesty International said.

Xhemile Tahiraj, for example, had left her home village in April to find safety for herself and her five-
year-old daughter with relatives in the town of Djakovica. Within days, hearing that her husband -
who allegedly had links to the Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA) - was dead, she made her way home,
but the village came under allegedly indiscriminate Serbian police shell and sniper fire. She was
shot in the leg, and her daughter was also injured.

The report highlights the particular vulnerability of women and children who are refugees or
internally displaced. It aiso features cases of human rights abuse of women away from the fighting,
including police ill-treatment of the kind seen for years in Kosovo, and unfair trials.

“The "disappeared” and "missing" are the hidden victims of Kosovo,” Amnesty Intermnational said.
"Our new report on this aspect of the conflict shows how all ethnic groups are affected: ethnic
Albanians have "disappeared” in Serbian police hands; Serbs, Albanians and Roma are "missing"
after abduction by the KLA."

The "disappeared"” include Jakup Qerimi, a 27-year-old ethnic Albanian who is mentally retarded.
Police detained him in the town of Uresevac on 20 June. When his mother sought information
about him, palice told her he was a KLA member. They told her she would never see her son again;
so far they have been right.

Among the recently "missing"” is Djordje Djoric, a 28-year-old Serb. On 17 July he was stopped
near Orahovac by the KLA while driving a pregnant neighbour to hospital. Reportedly the KLA men
held him in detention at the hospital and beat him because his brothers are police offlcers. There
has been no further news of him.

The third report released by the organization focuses on events at Orahovac, a town fought over by
the KLA and Serbian forces in July and the scene of numercus reported human rights abuses.

*Qrahevac is chillingly remarkable not least because in that one place — and In the space of just
five days — almost all the dimensions of Kosovo's human rights tragedy were played out,” Amnesty
International said. "Events at Orahovac and at nearby Malisevo also point to what other
communities have been going through right up to teday. The latest reports from western Kosovo
speak of the same kind of deliberate and arbitrary violence against civilians, the same terror and
mass displacement of people.”

At Orahovac between 17 and 21 July, as the Serbian palice and Yugosiav mi!itary ba_ttied the KLA
far control of the town, Albanian civilians were reportedly deliberately and arbitrarily k_llled, including
in the street as they tried to escape from the fighting. Houses were shelled indiscriminately - some
were allegedly deliberately torched - and their terrified inhabﬂantg compelled to flee. The KLA
abducted Serb civilians who are now "missing” and are feared killed. In the lmmedrat_e aftermath
scores of Albanians were detained by police and are feared to have been tortured or ill-treated.

For those civilians who fled from Orahovac — estimated at some 15,000 people, three quarters of
the town's population - their plight became all too typical of what the internally displaced of Kosovo

http://www.amnesty.org/news/1 998/47006398.htm
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- eaded towards the i at
experience. Many headed oS the nearby town of Malisevo, by police advance
‘ forced them to flee 9ain in panic into the woods ang hills, For Efayst. they wer ab dosden.
humanitarian agencies. ¥ were beyond the reach of

To their number have now been added tens of thoy, i ; .
intensified during August in the region around F’e-c:.sanﬁEi fleeing a new Serbian offensive which

Amnesty International is highlighting the ma , y
need to investigate possible enrajnug're.tm ex;:{; ;Jf:::s;wered questions from Orahovac, including the

: 51 nd other defiberate ang arbitrary act
police and military forces, the uncertain death “mi [ Ll
more than 300 people taken into det ol D R e el o e

: ) ention in the aftermath ice -
believed still detained and now facing eriminal charge";at by police - among them more than 50

Orahovac was the first - to date the only - attem i j i

¥ L Pt by the KLA to seize control of a major population
centre, 'I:he]r expulsion from the town appears to have marked a crucial change in thelir rrEfligry
fortunes: within days the KLA had also fled its "headquarters” nearby at Malisevo,

"As the security operation has moved westwards, closer to Pec and Dijakovica, the available

evidence is of repeating pattemns of violence against civilian communities," Amnesty International
noted.

Amnesty International has published in the past couple of months a series of reports providing
detailed scrutiny of the long-standing patterns of abuses in Kosovo province. For copies of these
reports or to speak to our country expert on the Federal Re public of Yugoslavia, please phone
Amnesty Internationals press office on 0171 413 5562

Source: Amnesty International, International Secretariat, 1 Easton Street, WC1X 8DJ,
London, United Kingdom
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Federal Republic of Yugoslavia

How cheap is life in Kosovo province?

V\_.l’ith every day that passes, greater numbers of Albanian and Serb civilians are falling victim to
displacement, torture, and death in Kosove pravince. How much more agony are the parties to the
conflict prepared to inflict on the civilian communities? When will the Yugoslav authorities and the
Kosovo Liberation Army take action on human rights protection? Amnesty International asked
today, as it reported on its latest research mission to the Federal Republic of Yugosiavia.

"The people we interviewed — both Albanians and Serbs — had been trying to hang on to their
normal lives and their homes as long as they could,” said Paul Miller, Researcher on the Federal

Republic of Yugoslavia, who has just returned from the field, “They describe how many people are
detained, tortured, missing or killed."

Today's victims are both Albanians and Serbs. Survivors are fleeing a combination of deliberate or
indiscriminate attacks resulting In many dead and wounded, arbitrary arrests or abductions, the
deliberate destruction of homes and other grass human rights abuses. Albanian civilians in
particular have come under artillery, mortar and other weapons fire from the Yugoslav forces, but
the KLA has also deliberately or indiscriminately attacked civilians — Albanian as well as Serb.
Excessive use of force seems to be the norm for both sides in the conflict,

People described to Amnesty International how their homes became the targets of shooting or
grenade attacks in individual incidents even before full armed conflict erupted in their localities. Mr
Miller added: “Some told us that they tried to make direct or indirect contacts with the Serbian
police or KLA to make it clear that they could not -- or would not — resist attacks, and to avoid the
indiscriminate force that they already feared would come. This did not protect them.”

In some locations, attacks on Serbian police by the KLA were followed a few hours later by police
actions in the nearby villages in which police failed to discriminate between those who might be
armed and involved in the attack, and the civilian inhabitants.

The most extensive police and army action began in late May areund Decani in western Kosovo
province and produced most of the tens of thousands of refugees and displaced persons now in
the region. The Yugoslav authorities' intention was evidently to clear the wider zone between the
border and the central Drenica area of the ethnic Albanian population, without discriminating as to
where military targets were. Villages came under bombardment, while sniping made movement
unsafe for civillans as well as KLA members. The palice or army then moved into villages one by
one to join battle with the KLA.

After their villages were attacked, many people who fled waited for hours or days in sight of their
homes, before the spectacle of looting and houses burning forced them to give up hope of a

speedy return,

Even after fleeing the conflict zone civilians feel far from safe. "Men we interviewed in northern
Montenegro, displaced from Kosovo, said they feared the presence of the Yugoslav army in
Montenegro, and Serbian police possibly also there, A group of about half a dozen men toid us that
they were badly beaten by soldiers when they crossed into Montenegro," Mr Miller said.

Ethnic Albanians make up the majority of victims, but it Is still too early to quantify how many have
been killed or are missing. This is particularly true of the Decani area, were restricted access and
the huge population displacement mean that much more time will be needed to document and
verify the full extent of human right violations. Within the displaced and refugee populations people
are struggling to make contact with family members from whom they are separated, and who may
be among the missing or dead.

http:/fwww.amnesty.org/news/1998/47003898.htm 03-09.00
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Mr Miller stressed that the current human rig

hts crisis in the province cannot be isolated from more
than a decade of unaddressed human rights p

violations in the region.

;]i\mnesty Internaﬂpnar has been documenting and denouncing a systematic pattern of torture and
trgairnent by pol ice, deaths In police custody and unfair trials of political prisoners in Kosovo
province for years," Mr Miller said. "The lack of effective redress for these and other human rights

violations in the province is among the many sources of frustration and anger now culminating in
hundreds of civilian deaths.”

“The Serbian and Yugoslav authorities should issue clear instructions to all members of the
Security forces car

3 rying out law enforcement functions in Kosovo province that deliberate and
indiscriminate attacks on civilians, arbitrary arrests and other human rights violations will not be
tolerated under any circumstances,” stressed Mr Miller. "Those responsible should receive a clear
message that they will be held ctiminally responsible for their actions "

“'I'_he_J-(LA for its part should ensure that all forces under its control abide by basic humanitarian law
pnncu:l_les as set out In the Geneva Conventions, which prohibit the killing of those taking no part in
hostilities as well as hostage-taking,” Mr Miller added.

Amnesty International also urged the international community to ensure that those fleeing human
rights abuses in Kosovo province are not forcibly returned to the region, and are afforded effective
and durable protection against return.

Together with announcing its latest findings, Amnesty Interational also launched today a series of
reports intended to provide a detailed scrutiny of the long-standing patterns of abuses in Kosovo
province. The first four reports, launched today as "Series A" include the findings of an Amnesty
International mission to the region earlier in 1998, and cover developments to June. They also
include detailed recommendations to the international community about establishing effective
human rights monitoring in Kosovo province.

"Series B" of the reports, to be launched in the coming weeks, will provide in-depth analysis of the
research findings revealed by the organization today, as well as any new research gathered in
forthcoming missions.

Source: Amnesty Internationai, International Secretariat, 1 Easton Street, WC1X 8DJ,
London, United Kingdom
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Federal Republic of Yugoslavia

Violence sweeps through Kosovo province:

international effort needed now to prevent further killings and
beatings

The shooling of at least 16 ethnic Albanians in Kosovo province at the weekend and the beating of
hundreds of ethnic Albanians who demonstrated at this news raises the spectre of the repeat of the
gross human rights violations in the former Yugestavia which horrified the world in recent years.

Amnesty Internaticnal is calling for the international community, particularly the Eurepean Union
and Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE), to make concerted efforts to
see that allegations are investigated and the developing situation is monitored.

The police and security forces must respect international law enforcement standards which prohibit
the intentional lethal use of firearms except when strictly unavoidable in order to protect life,

Yesterday, palice broke up peaceful demonstrations in Pristina and other towns, using tear-gas,
water cannons and truncheons. Hundreds of demonstrators, who appeared to have been largely

peaceful, were beaten. Demonstrators were reportedly chased from the streets into offices and
houses

The demonstrations arose in response to the killing of at least 16 ethnic Albanians during the
weekend. Although 16 victims have been acknowledged by the Serbian authorities, ethnic
Albanians report the return of 22 bodies for burial. Although some of the dead may well have been
men engaged in armed attacks on the police, Amnesty International believes allegations from ethnic
Albanian sources that some of the victims were civilians not involved in the fighting are credible and
that it is absolutely essential that they are thoroughly and properly investigated. Four police officers
were also reportedly killed during the conflict.

Given the tense situation it is important to ensure impartiality of such investigations and involve
representatives of the international community. Moreover, it is clear that further events in Kosovo
province must be subject to intense international scrutiny.

On 28 February police reportedly clashed with members of the UcK (Ushtria Clirimtare e Kosoves -
Kosovo Liberation Army) in the village of Likosane, near Glogovac town. Two police officers and
five Albanians were killed, Serbian sources allege that the police were initially ambushed by armed
ethnic Albanians. Ethnic Albanians claim that at least seven ethnic Albanians, and possibly many
more, were shot in Cirez village near the town of Srbica the same day. The police allegedly shot
some of the victims from helicopters before moving in with armoured vehicles. The victims allegedly
included a pregnant woman, and four brothers from another family in the village. Bath Cirez and
Likosane are in the Drenica region, where UCK aclivity is strongest, and where police have
restricted their movements in recent months because of earlier clashes with armed ethnic
Albanians.

Serbian press and government sources have been alleging that therg have been further attacks on
Serbs, including civilians, in some cases resulting in people being injured.

Amnesty International recognizes that the authorities may have to use force when responding to
violent attacks upon them, but such force must be only that which is strictly necessary ‘and no more
than to the extent required in the performance of these duties. It is alarmed that the police have
used brutal tactics to break up peaceful demonstrations, The organization is urgently calling on the

http://www.amnesty.org/mews/ 1 998/47001198.him 03-09-00
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Serbian authorities to initiate a thoroy i ion i
shootings, and to ensure that gh, prompt and impartial investigation into the beatings and

11 any police officers found to be responsible for beating demonstrators
or unlawfully killing or wounding people be held to account for their actions. -

» Particularly by ensuring that they

bogeiele ecessary, medical treatment. The
organization also fears that any eventual trials of the detainees will also be grossly unfair.

Background Information

In July 1990 the Serbian parliament suspended the Kosoveo parliament and government after ethnic
mbar_ﬂan deputies of the Kosovo parliament declared Kosovo independent of the Republic of
Serbia. Since then, the majority of ethnic Albanians in Kosovo province (where they constitute
around 90 per cent of the Population) refuse to recognize Serbla's authority in the province and a
number of “parallel” institutions have been established by ethnic Albanians,

The leaders of the main ethnic Albanian parties in Kosovo province have advocated the province's
secession by peaceful means only. However since 1996 violent attacks on Serbian police and
Serbs or Albanians associated with the authorities have occurred with increasing frequency.
Responsibility for many of these incidents has been claimed by the clandestine organization, the
UCK. Since certain clashes with the UCK in late November 1997 police have reportedly restricted
their movements in certain parts of the province, which have been dubbed the "liberated territory”

by ethnic Albanians. The new clashes may herald police operations to reestablish their control in
these areas.

‘Source: Amnesty International, International Secretariat, 1 Easton Street, WC1X 8DJ,
London, United Kingdom
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Despotovic, Ruza

Van:' Despotovic Ruza [despot@wishmail.net]

Verzonden: dinsdag 18 januari 2000 0:13

Aan: Ruza Despotovic
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German weekly on negative results of NATO aggression on

Yugoslavia
January 17, 2000

NATO's <http://www.serbia-info.com/g3/images/v0104-015.jpg>
NATO's "help"

Bonn, January 17th - "The life of the majority of the people living in the Balkans has dramatically
deteriorated compared to the situation before the NATO attack, and there is the threat of new
conflicts ... NATO has destroyed far less firepower of the Yugoslav Army than it initially claimed,
while the unexploded cluster bombs will continue to threaten the lives of the civilians for 3 long
time ... The war was launched allegedly to prevent expulsions and murders, but today expulsion
and murders, this time of Serb civilians, are rampant in Kosovo and Metohija. The province is
now headed by irresponsible fanatics whose greater Albanian dreams threaten to destabilize the
entire region", reported the Hamburg weekly "Der Spiegel".

The weekly also cited the Spanish forensics expert Emilio Peres Pujol, who was sent to Kosovo-
Metohija by the Hague Tribunal, saying that the Serbian police and Yugoslav Army operations in
Serbia’s southern province killed 2,500 ethnic Albanians at the most, despite the NATO stating of
much bigger figures in an attempt to justify the aggression.

"The exaggerations where reaching such proportions that the British Foreign Minister, Robin
Cook, compared Kosovo to the holocaust over Jews in the World War II", reported Spiegel.

The Hamburg weekly specially criticizes the excluding of the UN from the decision-making
mechanism, standing in gross violation of international law, thus showing, according to it, "the



electivity of the West" in regard to human rights.
towards only one region", reported the S
"moral values" and human rights.

"The moral principles can not be directed
piegel, criticizing NATO for its hypocrisy concerning the

The Spiegel further stgted that the US has practically led the war on its own, and that the
Europeans played an inferior role. It was pointed to the US heedless choice of bombing targets,

and sta_ﬂed that the radio and television stations could not have been "legitimate targets" and that
the Chinese Embassy in Belgrade was intentionally bombed.

The Spiegel also pointed to the NATO information war, for the Alliance propaganda in Brussels

continually misinformed the journalists. The infamous Jamey Shea played a special part in this by
referring to the western journalists as "NATO soldiers".

"This was the first media war. My mission was to supply the journalists with ammunition in order
to justify our war actions and goals to the public”, the Spiegel stated quoting Jamey Shea.

In Germany, the particularly vicious role in spreading of NATQ propaganda was played by the

Defense Minister, Rudolf Sapring, said the Spiegel, giving several actual examples of Sapring
presenting data, later proven false.

[ Home <http://www.serbia-info.com/index.htmI> | Encyclopedia <http://www.serbia-info.com/enc/index.html> |
Facts&Figures <http://mww.serbia-info.com/facts/index.htmi> | News <http://www.serbia-info.com/news/index.htm[> ]
Copyright © 1998, 1999, 2000 Ministry of Information
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OVERVIEW
of terrorist and other acts of violence and of certain violations of Security Council resolution
1244 (1999) in the Province of Kosovo and Metohija since the arrival of KFOR and UNMIK in the
period
from 12 June 1999 to 16 January 2000

1) Number of terrorist attacks: 3,688
Out of which 3,491 were committed against Serbs and Montenegrins, 87 against
Albanians and 110 against Roma, Muslims, Goranci, Turks and members of other

nationalities.

2) Number of abducted and missing persons: 688
Out of whom 630 were Serbs and Montenegrins, 36 Albanians and 22 members of other

nationalities.
The fate of 581 persons is still unknown; 69 abducted persons were killed, 6 persons

escaped while 32 were released.

3) Number of killed persons: 793
Out of whom 705 were Serbs and Montenegrins (22 massacred, 84 mutilated and 5

burned to death), 63 were Albanians and 25 members of other nationalities in Kosovo

and Metohija.
4) imes:

- Killing of the Skenderis, a four member Muslim family, in Prizren on 11 January 2000;

- Rape and killing of a 11 year old Albanian girl by a KFOR member near Vitina on 13 January
2000;

- Killing of three men of Serbian nationality who tried to return to their ancestors homes
in the village of Pasjane on 16 January 2000.

5) Number of arbitrarily arrested persons by KFOR and UNMIK: 57
Arrested Serbs are detained in prisons in PriStina, Prizren, Sojevo near UroSevac,
Kosovska Mitrovica, Gnjilane, Lipljan and Kolokot Banja.
They have been arrested without any explanation or charges, only on the ground of
information provided by the Albanians, most frequently by the members of the terrorist

so-called "KLA".
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10) Ethnic cleansing:

-In the campaign of ethnic cleansing following the deployment of KFOR and UNMIK over 350

000 Serbs, Monter}egrins, Roma, Muslims, Goranci, Turks and other non-Albanians were expelled from
Kosovo and Metohija, of whom 250 000 are Serbs.

- *
(JS Droken jnto

: : 776 in Pristina,
n Gnjilane, 124 in

Orahovac, a large number in Kosovo Polje and

- The following towns and villages are ethnically cleansed of Serbs, Roma, Muslims, Goranci and
other non-Albanians:

Prizren, Djakovica, Pec, Srbica, Podujevo, Vucitrn, Glogovac, as well as the villages of
the municipality of Istok; Dzakovo, Osojane, Tucepom, Kos, Zac, Belica, Krnjine,
Maricane, Kacanik, Stimlje, Kmetovacka Vrbica, surroundings of Urosevac, Slivovo,
Nedakovac, Nevofjane, Vrpica, Ljestar, Zegra (municipality of Gnjilane), Zitnje,

Pozaranje, Grmovo, Drobes, Kabas and Binac (municipality of Vitina).

- The ethnic cleansing has been in its final stages in Priétina (all the Serbian population has been
driven out of the largest residential quarters: Ulpijana, Suncani Breg, Dardanija, Univerzitetsko Naselje),
Gnjilane, UroSevac, Kosovska Mitrovica, Lipljan, Kosovo Polie where 80 per cent of the Serbian
population has been expelled (houses burned down, looted, property seized from the owners of shops,
Albanian terrorists maltreat and physically abuse Serbs, who refused to sell their houses and move out
of Kosovo and Metohija, before the very eyes of the members of KFOR), Kosovska Kamenica, area of
Vitina and Kosovsko Pomoravlje, as well as in the villages of Toplicane, Rujice, Magure, Slovinja, Staro
Gracko.

Members of the terrorist "KLA" make special pressure on the region of Gora populated by
indigenous ethnic group - Goranci who are not allowed to use their mother tongue, i.e. the Serbian
language, in schools and in everyday life, in an attempt to misrepresent this ethnic group as members of
Albanian nationality.

11)

About 80 churches, monasteries and other cultural monuments were burned down, demolished
or seriously damaged including the following: the Church of Assumption of Qur Lady in Dolac, monastery
of St. Marco in KoriSa from 1467, monastery of Prophets Kosmo and Damien in Zaociéte from 14th
century, the church in Kijev from the 14th century, the Holy Trinity monastery from the 14th century
near Musutiste, monasterv Devic built in 1440, church of St. Paraskeva in Drenik from the 16th century,
church of St. Dimitri near Pec, the Orthodox church in Grmovo near Vitina, church of St. Ilija in cegra
near Gnjilane, church of Holy Mother in MuSutiSte from 1315, church of St. Prophet Ilija in Bistricin,
church of Apostles Peter and Paul in Suva Reka, monastery of St. Uro$ in Nerodimlje, monastery of St.
Archangel Gabriel from the 14th century in Binac, church of the Holy Virgin from the 16th century in Belo
Polje, church of St. John the Baptist in Pecka Banja, churches in the villages of Naklo, Vucitrn, Petrovac,
Uro3evac, Podgorce, Djurakovac, KruSevo, Osojane, Samodreca, Dresna near Klina, Rekovac, Petric,
monastery Dinac near Vitina, Holy Trinity Cathedral in Djakovica.

Clergy, monks were terrorized and prosecuted. More than 150 parish residences were destroyed
or damaged. Over 10 000 icons and other sacred objects most of which are cultural monuments under
the special protection of the State, were stolen or destroyed.

The following cultural monuments were damaged and demolished:

- monuments in memory of giants of Serbian and Montenegrin literature Vuk Karadcic
and Petar Petrovic Njego$ in the very centre of Pristina;

- monuments in memory of King Uro$ in UroSevac and King Dusan in Prizren;

- memorial to Prince Lazar in Gnjilane and the memorial to Serbian rulers from the
Nemanjic dynasty in the village of Gornje Nerodimlje,

"
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12) Farced and lllegal taking over of public instiytiops;

institution: D‘r.',c;?e? aar?c? lllegal take-overs of premises and buildings of post offices, banks, medical
and other authoritiee ??wer SuPPly systems, university, elementary and secondary schools, municipal
and the Army of Yu cz ocal administration, local communes, buildings of the Ministry of the Interior
contia "Rt aﬁgs ta:]v:a, factories, enterprises, cooperatives, etc. in Priétina (premises of the Clinical
Company, Institute for U oe ot Station, the Federal Customs Administration, the Public Housing
6", dancks ard “f or Urban Planning, the public enterprise "Vodovod", thermal power plant "Kosovo
Tréns' P i petrol statlpnsﬂuf Jugppetrol", the share-holding companies "Kosmet-Prigtina"”, "Kosovo-

o i e publlc"enterpnse Energoinvest", the public enterprise "Autopristina", "Car shock absorbers
plant", Ju_c,_otran‘s , ©C.) as well as in Prizren, Dragas, Podujevo, Lipljan, Strpci, Kosovska Mitrovica,
Kosovo Polje (with the assistance of the members of KFOR), Djakovica (with the assistance of the
members of KFOR).

- By forcgd and illegal taking over of public enterprises and institutions over 20 000 employed
Serbs, Montenegrins, Roma, Muslims, Goranci, Turks and other non-Albanians were sacked and left with
no means for living.

13) ' ' : Slovinj, Maticane, Orahovac, Konjuh, Berivojce, Gornja
Brnjica, the villages around Kosovska Kamenica: Grnear, Magila, Ajvalija, all the villages of the Istok-
Klina region, Goracdevac near Pec, Svinjare, Klokot, Novo Brdo, Zjum, Donja and Gornja Gusterica,
SuSica, Badavac, Bresje, Vrbovac, Vitina, Cernice, (municipality of Gnjilane), Dobrusa, Veliko Ropotovo
(municipality of Kosovska Kamenica), Partes (municipality of Gnjilane), Pasjane (municipality of
Gnjilane), LjeStar, Budriga, Dobrotin (municipality of Lipljan), Grncar, Binac, Ranilug, Silovo, Odovce,
Rajanovce, Bosce, caglavica, Paravolo, Lebane, Gojbulja, in the following villages in the area of the
municipality of Gora: Brodosvce, Belobrod, Kukavce - frequent attacks against the houses of Goranci,
Muslims and Albanians who are loyal to the FR of Yugoslavia.
All this runs counter to the assertions about the disarming of the terrorist "KLA".

14) Sieges of towns and villages; Gadnje, Orahovac and Velika Hoca, Koretin, villages around Gnjilane,
Prilucje, Gornja Srbica, Goracdevac. About 3 500 Serbs, residents of Orahovac, have been living for more
than seven months since the deployment of KFOR and UNMIK in the only concentration camp in Europe
after the Second World War - under the siege of the terrorist "KLA".

15) Armed threats against villa £ on a ds b3 agains banian
population: Ugljari, Srpski Babus, Stimlje, Novo Selo, Bresje, the area around Kosovo Polie, Milogevo
(against which the armed attack was carried out), village of Zebnice (dramatic humanitarian situation),
majority of the mainly Croatian Catholic population who lived in the villages of 'etinice, Vrnez, Vrnavo
Kolo and Sasare have moved out, Drenovac (50 Serbs massacred), village of Cernice (series of incidents
in which members of the US contingent of KFOR maltreated Serbs), Pocaranje, Gotovuga, Gatnje, Zubin
Potok, Veliki Alas, Vrelo and Radevo.

16) : - - . Mucicani, Slivovo, Orlovic,
Draga$, the area around Kosovo Polje, Sofalija, Livadice, Mirovac, Sirinicka cupa, Medregovac, Grace,
Zociste, Sofalije, Dragoljevac, Tomance, Koretin, LeStar, Donja Sipa3nica.

17) Serb neighbourhoods set on fire: Istok, Klina, Donja Lapastica, Obrandca, Velika Reka, Perane,

LauSe, the villages around Podujevo, Grace, Donja Dubica, ZociSte, Orahovac, Naklo, Vitomirice, Belo
Polje, Kojlovice, Alos-Toplicane, KrajiSte, Rudnik, Donji Strmac, Gole$ (municipality of Lipljan), Orlovic
(municipality of Pristina), Krpimej and LauSa (municipality of Podujevo), Mucicane ( all Serbian houses
burned down), Zaimovo, Denovac, Lesjane, Gornje and Donje Nerodimlje (all Serbian houses looted and
then burned down), Sinaje (municipality of Istok), Belovac, Mali Talinovac, Ljubicda, Klobuka
(municipality of Kosovska Kamenica).

18) Registered number of homes burnt down: about 50 000 houses of Serbs, Roma, Muslims, Goranci

and other non-Albanians were burned down in Kosovo and Metohija.
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Over 200 0 i .
KFOR. The GOVEm{r]:?eE;;r%I?IErS ’;;"e illegally entered into the Province with the consent of UNMIK and
expulsion. These requests h e of Yugoslavia has officially requested on several occasions their
criminals, drug dealers maﬁaave n;:t been met although those persons are international terrorists,
forms of international Erime, members, women and children traders, organizers of bordellos and other

20) Regi

.
.

Macedonia and Albania 250 000 vehicles = over 12 000 vehicles. As a result of open borders with

4 ere brought i ija wi t
customs duties and most of these vehicles were stoleﬁ. into Kosovo and Metohija without payment of

REVIEW
OF TERRORIST AND OTHER ACTS OF VIOLENCE AND OF CERTAIN VIOLATIONS OF
SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION 1244 (1999) IN THE PROVINCE OF KOSOVO AND
METOHIJA SINCE THE DEPLOYMENT OF KFOR AND UNMIK IN THE PERIOD FROM 12 JUNE
1999 TO 16 JANUARY 2000

Terrorism of Albanian separatists

Total number of terrorist attacks 3,688
- Serbs and Montenegrins 3,491
- Albanians 87
- members of other nationalities 110
A. Killed 793
- Serbs and Montenegrins 705
- Albanians 63
- members of other nationalities 25
B. Wounded 611
- Serbs and Montenegrins 572
- Albanians 18
- members of other nationalities 21
C. Kidnapped and missing 688
- Serbs and Montenegrins 630
- Albanians 36
- members of other nationalities 22
Fate of kidnapped and missing

1, Killed 69
2. Escaped 6
3. Unaccounted-for 581
4, Released 32
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Nederlandse KFOR-soldaat op centrale plein van Orahovac

" Foto: Hollandse Hoogle

Door JARED ISRAEL .

de woede. De huilende kinderen die de vrou-
wen niet mochten meenemen naar Belgrade.
“Het was afschuwelijk”, vertelt Natasja, é&n van de
Vrouwen van Orahovac. “Huilende kinderen. Wij,
vrouwen, die probeerden de officieren van KFOR te
overtuigen. De Mederlandse commandant die
schreeuwde. 'Genoeg!’ Alleen de vrouwen die
gekomen waren mochten in de truck. De kinderen
niet. Er werd gehuild. En die commandant
schreeuwde maar: 'Genoeg!" Wij vertrokken dus.
Maar de kinderen moesten terug naar het getto.”
Natasja (27) komt uit Orahovac. In augustus ont-
snapte ze uit het getto dat door de bezettings-
macht van de NAVO is gecregerd. Ze schat dat zo'n
duizend niet-Albanezen zijn gevliucht. Misschien
meer. Dat betekent dat zo'm 3500 Serviérs en
Roma onder erbarmelijke omstandigheden zijn
achtergebleven.

Ze herinnert het zich nog precies. De onmacht,

Waarom bleef je aanvankelijk?

Natasja: “Door de bombardementen van de
NAVO waren de telefoonlijnen en de Servische
radio en televisie vanaf april afgesloten. We hadden

In Orahovac, het door
humanitair drama van 0nge
ten in een getto van de sta
Vrouwen stellen alles in het
den. Vergeefs, want de Ne
bescherming te

vaderlandse pers, met een €
leeft de niet-Albanese bevo

ending

rahovac

5

de Nederlandse troepen gecontroleerde deel van Kosovo, voltrekt zich een
hoorde omvang. Zo’n 3500 Serviérs en Roma zitten nog altijd opgesio-
d, zonder bescherming, voldoende voedsel, medicijnen en drinkwater.
werk om familieleden - en dan vooral de kinderen - uit de hel te bevrij-
derlandse KFOR-militairen weigeren bewegingsvrijheid toe te staan en

bieden tegen lynchpartijen tijdens een vlucht. Terwijl Nederlandse politici en mili-
tairen hun uiterste best doen om het optreden van de Nederlandse troepen op te hemelen en de

nkele uitzondering daargelaten, zwijgt over wat daar werkelijk gebeurt,
Iking in een situatie die door hen omschreven wordt als erger dan de

Tweede Wereldoorlog. Natasja, Mirjana en Simka van het Humanitair Vrouwencomité voor Orahovac ¢

getuigen.

weinig informatie over wat er gaande was in het
land. We hoorden dat na de ondertekening van het
vredesakkoord in juni een enorme exodus van
Serviérs uit Prizren en andere plaatsen op gang
gekomen was. Maar wij konden dat niet controle-
ren en vroegen ons af of het waar was.
Ondertussen hielden de westerse media, zoals de
Voice of America, ons constant voor dat onze vei-
ligheid gegarandeerd zou zijn. Ze gebruikten slo-
gans over een multi-etnische samenleving en hun
democratie. Ze beloofden eerst het UCK te ontwa-
penen en dan pas hun wetgeving in te voeren.”

“De ochtend veoordat KFOR arriveerde, was er
een gesprek met de burgemeester en andere
Serviérs. KFOR zei dat binnén ongeveer twee dagen
het leven zou zijn genormaliseerd. De volgende
dag brandden onze huizen."

Doodsbhang

Met KFOR kwam het UCK. "Dezelfde dag”, vertelt
Natasja. “Sommige buren verschenen in uniformen.
We waren doodsbang. Opeens voelden wij ons niet
meer veilig en dus vertrokken we naar het
Servische gedeelte, Toen brandden al Servische
huizen. KFOR deed niets. We protesteerden. Maar

r
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ze zeiden dat ze niet genoeg mensen hadden.
Versterkingen zouden snel komen, maar de situa-
tie bleef zo een maand lang. Meer dan honderd
huizen werden in brand gestoken. Ook van zigeu-
ners. En ze roofden alles wat los en vast zat. De 25
mensen die in het gemengde deel waren gebleven,
werden gekidnapt en ook hun huizen werden in
brand gestoken."

Hoe is het leven in het getto?

Natasja": “Langzaam realiseerden wij ons dat we
een grote fout hadden gemaakt door niet te ver
trekken, Eike dag kwam KFOR met nieuwe veront-
schuldigingen waarom hun militairen ons niet kon-
den beschermen.”

“De controlepost van KFOR ligt vlakbij het getto.
KFOR bewaakt de in- en uitgang van het Servische
gebled. Ook zijn er barricades die door de
Albanezen zijn opgericht. Eerst stuit je op KFOR en
dan op de Albanese barricades. KFOR heeft tenten
ter beschikking gesteld voor de Albanezen die de
barricades bemannen. En ook legden zij bedrading
3an zodat er stroom in de tenten is.”

“Mijn ouders mogen op straat komen maar datis

gevaarlijk. Twee mensen raakten gewond; alleen
maar omdat zij hun huis hadden verlaten. Van de
mensen die geprobeerd hebben te ontsnappen, is
vaak niets meer gehoord.”

“fr bestaat geen telefonische verbinding met
Belgrado. Voedsel is van humanitaire hulpverlening
afkomstig. In het begin stuurden we een Albanees
kind om dingen voor ons te kopen. Maar het werd
in elkaar geslagen en kreeg te horen: ‘Niet meer
doen!" “Het getto is vierhonderd bij vierhonderd
meter groot, Water is er sporadisch aanwezig: eens
per drie dagen, twee tot drie uur lang.”

Hat is de Serviérs en zigeuners niet toegestaan
naar de marke of de kruidenier, vijftig meter ver-
derop, te gaan. Natasja: "Het enige dat KFOR deed,
was het organiseren van een Jading brood voor het
Servische deel. Daar waren 2& heel trots op. We
zien KFOR alleen op straat. Bijeenkomsten 2zijn &r
ﬁiet; De Albanezen maken de dienst uit en hebben

alles in bezit genomen.”

Na de machtsovername waren er tach u_fers!gge-
vers genoeg. Hadden zij gezg:.be!angsteﬂmg?

et een journalist van

Natasja: “lk heb twee keer m
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Reuter gesproken. De tweede keer vertelde hij dat
het eerste interview gecensureerd was en
geschrapt. Later waren er veel minder journa-
listen."

Koffers pakken

Voor de vlucht naar het getto hadden Natasja en
de andere Serviers en zigeuners in de stad geen
tijd om hun koffers te pakken. “Zelfs niet onze per-
soonlijke documenten. Een lagere Duitse officier
die vriendelijk en beleefd was, gaf ons een gewa-
pende escorte om belangrijke eigendommen op te
halen. Hij hielp zelfs met onze bagage. Snel daarna
verdween hij. Wij hebben hem niet meer gezien."

Bij KFOR dienden dus ook eerlijke militairen.

“Ja, in een ander geval zag een Nederlandse sol-
daat een Albanees uit een brandend huis rennen.
De soldaat wilde op de brandstichter schieten,
maar zijn officier hield hem tegen. Ze maakten
ruzie. Ook die soldaat hebben we niet meer gezien.
Hun algemene aanpak was om de samenstelling
van de patrouilles door Servisch gebied constant te
wisselen. Blijkbaar met de bedoeling om te voorko-
men dat de contacten met ons te hartelijk werden.”

Matasja schetst een ontwikkeling waarin de

KFOR-militairen snel cynisch werden. Als voorbeeld
vertelt ze het verhaal van de Servische vrouw in het
getto die in het ziekenhuis moest bevallen. KFOR
begeleidde de zwangere vrouw naar Prizren waar
de bevalling moeizaam verliep. Het personeel zei
dat de vrouw tenminste 24 uur kon blijven, waarna
de KFOR-militairen vertrokken. Meteen daarna
werd de vrouw de gang op geschopt en bracht zij
de nacht met haar baby door op een bankje. Toen
KFOR de vrouw en haar baby kwam halen, beklaag-
de zij zich. De Nederlandse officier antwoordde:
‘Ze leeft toch, of niet? Waarom klagen?'

Kinderen
In augustus vliuchtte Natasja naar Belgrado. Daar
zette ze - samen met andere vrouwen met familie
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Orahovac werkelijk als een concentratiekamp yggl.
de. De Rus zei niet vee| te weten over de Servigrs jn
Orahovac. Hij was pas anderhalve maand op zijn
post. Wij vertelden hem dat er feitelijk sprake is
van een humanitaire ramp. Hij sprak verontschyl.
digend.”

De Russische assistent schreef alles op en stejde
voor samen melt de vrouwen terug te reizen naar
Orahovac om het getto te bekijken. Mirjana: "Dja
dinsdagmiddag zou hij nog met Kouchner praten
en daarna contact met ons opnemen, Wij gaven
hem ons mobiele telefoonnummer en onze ver-
blijfplaats. Hij hield woord, maar verontschuldigde
zich omdat hij pas op vrijdag met ons naar
QOrahovac kon gaan. We gingen akkoord. De
Joegoslavische vertegenwoordiger in Pristina zou
onderhandelen over een gewapende escorte en
medische verzorging.”

De Vrouwen van Orahovac logeerden in het
Servische 'Centrum voor Vrede en Tolerantie'. “De
omstandigheden  waren  afschuwelijk”,  zegt
Mirjana. “We hadden geen plek om te slapen. Geen
water, stroom of voedsel. Het was echt moeilijk.
Maar we dachten steeds aan onze families in
Orahovac. Dus wachtten wij op vrijdag.”

“Recht tegenover onze verblijfplaats waren win-
keltjes met levensmiddelen. Maar we konden de
straat niet oversteken en iets kopen omdat wij
Serviérs zijn. Dus gaven wij soldaten geld om eten
voor ons te kopen.”

"Die vrijdag wachtten we - volgens afspraak -om
half tien in de tuin op onze KFOR-escorte. Maar die
kwam niet. Het werd tien uur, elf uur, half twaalf.
We verloren alle hoop dat we nog om twaalf uur bij
de Turkse controlepost konden te zijn. Volgens de
Joegoslavische vertegenwoordiger leek het erop
dat de Duitse KFOR-troepen in Orahovac een geté
kend document van het Internationale Rode Kruis
wilden hebben voordat we zouden mogen vertrek:
ken."

Cyrillische letters
Het ging duidelijk mis, Dus schoten de vrouwen

kon doorrijden naar het Servische
e vrouwen mochten niet mee. De
den worden uitgeladen om te
dan zou de tweede vrachtwa-

yrachtwagen
gedeelte. D
yrachtwagens Zou
zien wat erin zat en

gen mogen komen." N .
“Ik was bang dat 1k mijn familie helemaal niet te

zien zou krijgen. Ik begon te huilen en smeekte
aén van de soldaten. Hij wuifde alleen maar met
zijn hand. Terug naar de groep, terug naar de
anderen.”

“plotseling zag ik een man, dichtbij, een burger,
de Servische buurman van mijn ouders. Ik was ver-
rast. Zijn gezicht lijkt op dat van een Albanees. Kon
hij hier zomaar rondlopen? Hij antwoordde dat de
KFOR-militairen dachten dat hij een Albanees was.

we hier weg?’

Vragen, tranen en zorgen. Mijn moeder stond
vijftien meter verderop maar kon niet bij mij
komen omdat de menigte te groot was. Ze keken
naar ons alsof we van een andere planeet kwamen.
Wanhopig raakten ze ons aan en vroegen van alles.
Deze mensen krijgen geen kranten, hebben geen
televisie, de telefoons doen het niet.”

“Ik smeekte de majoor om in elk geval mijn zus
en kinderen eruit te laten. En hij zei: ‘Nee! Alleen
wie gekomen is, kan gaan'."

Koekjes
De controle van KFOR ervoer Simka als vernede-
rend. "Onze identiteitspapieren werden gefotogra-

Als een Albanees langs de controlepost wil, wordt
hij niet aangehouden. Hij hoeft alleen maar te
zwaaien en KFOR zwaait alleen maar terug. Alleen
Servigrs worden tegengehouden. De Albanezen
klappen en schreeuwen ‘Nato! Nato!' De
Nederlanders zijn erg aardig tegen de Albanezen.”

“Ik vroeg de buurman niet aan mijn moeder te
vertellen dat ik gekomen was. Ze heeft namelijk
een hartkwaal. Stel dat het niet zou lukken om haar
op te zoeken..."

“Mijn buurman luisterde niet. Hij vertelde het
grote nieuws aan mijn familie. Plotseling zag ik
mijn broer en zus op me afkomen. De Nederlandse
soldaten formeerden zich onmiddellijk op een
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feerd. Een vrouw fouilleerde me. Ik moest mijn
armen optillen en mijn benen spreiden en ze
petastte me overal alsof ze naar wapens zocht. Net
als in de film. Vooraf voelde ik me rot, daarna
afschuwelijk. 1k had koekjes en chacolaatjes voor
de kinderen van mijn zus - de jongste is twee -
meegenomen. Zij plette die en keerﬂe alles binnen-
ste buiten.”

Simka mocht Orahovac niet langer twee en een
half uur bezoeken. “Toen we klaarstonden voor
vertrek kwamen van alle kanten jongens en meisjes
met bagage bij ons staan. Maar de mtlntalre_r_l zorg-
den ervoor dat we gescheiden werden, Wij, twee

yrouwen uit Belgrado, dan een rij soldaten, dan het
rikkeldraad, een andere ril. sol aan de ande-
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in het getto van Orahovac - de Joegoslavische rege-
ring onder druk om in te grijpen. De regering sprak
met KFOR af dat twee beveiligde kenvooien met
vrouwen naar Orahovac mochten komen.

Natasia hoorde bij de tweede groep. Ma een kort
bezoek moesten de vrouwen zich verzamelen bij
de Servisch-orthodoxe kerk. KFOR zou ze daarna
naar de controlepost begeleiden. “Na een hele
nacht reizen en pesterijen ben ik drie uur bij mijn
ouders op visite geweest. Ik moest langer bij de
controlepost wachten dan ik bij mijn ouders kon
zijn. Na het bezoek verzamelde zich een menigte
bij de kerk. vaders en moeders wilden hun kinde-

ren aan ons meegeven. KFOR wilde geen scéne en

stond daarom toe dat de kinderen in de vrachtwa-
gens stapten. Het was behoorlijk vol. Maar bij de
controlepost werden wij vrouwen, van de kinderen
gescheiden. Ze hadden een lijst gemaakt van de
vrouwen die met het konvooi waren gekomen.

Alleen die konden vertrekken, De kinderen

moesten terug.”

“De kinderen begonnen te huilen; ze wilden met
ons mee. We probeerden KFOR er van te overtuigen
om de kinderen te laten gaan. De militairen waren
onverbiddelijk. Als er ook maar één persoon ver-
trok die niet met het konvooi gekomen was, dan
zouden zij niet voor een escorte zorgen,"

“Intussen wverzamelde zich al een agroep
Albanezen om ons heen, kennelijk om te kijken wat
er aan de hand was. Het werd donker. De truc was
dat KFOR ons alleen maar naar de bus zou brengen
en vanaf daar zou het volledig onveilig zijn. Het
was afschuwelijk. Gehuil van kinderen en vrouwen.
Een schreeuwende commandant. De kinderen
moesten terug naar het getto.” ‘

Humanitaire ramp

De vrouwen gingen daarop naar Pristina. Net als
Natasja zat Mirjana in de bus. Qok zij is lid van het
Humanitair Vrouwencomité voor Orahovac, Een
delegatie van zes vrouwen sprak in de hoofdstad
van Kosovo met een Russische assistent wvan
Bernard Kouchner, de chef van de VN-missie in de
Servische provincie.

Mirjana: “We vertelden hem dat het gelto van

UCK bijeenkomst

ae parricade. Mijn broer en zus huilden.”

Ze huilt zelf ook nu ze het vertelt.

"Ik knielde en smeekte in het Engels. Dit zijn
Miin broer en zus. Alstublieft, helpt u mij. En hij
Wuifde alleen met zijn hand en zei: ‘Nein! Nein!"

Nein is toch geen Nederlands, of Engels?
Simka: “Ik dacht dat als ik hem in het Engels zou
3anspreken, hij dan in het Engels zou antwoorden

Maar nee, hij zei: ‘Nein! Nein!"."

Een Nederlander die Duits sprak?

een Britse KFOR-kapitein aan. De vrouwen riepen:

‘Geef ons een escorte! Laten we nu gaan!' e
Mirjana: “Die kapitein zullen we nu nog uit m!
joenen NAVO-militairen herkennen.

tolk vertrekken. Een arts mocht
commandant in Orahovac strikt opvolgen.”

"We gingen akkoord mits de voorwaarden in gen
document zouden worden vastgelegd. Maar de
Britse kapitein weigerde. We eisten een geschreven
stuk en legden uit dat er dan in elk geval iets op
papier stond, mocht er onderweg iets met ons
gebeuren. Je moet begrijpen dat we in €en
Servische bus reisden, met grote cyrillische letters
erop. We waren bang dat KFOR ons zo aan ons lot
kon overlaten en zich zou kunnen verschuilen
onder het mom dat we op eigen houtje waren gaan
ripden.”

De vrouwen bleven nog een nacht in Pristina,
Mirjana: “Toen duidelijk was dat onze onderhande-
lingen niets opleverden, zeiden we: oké, geef ons
dan maar een escorte naar de provinciegrens. De
kapitein was meteen akkoord. Binnen drie kwartier
was de escorte geregeld om veilig naar Belgrado
terug te keren.”

“We zagen de verhalen over onze verdwijning al
voor ons. De persverklaring over het verlangen van
de Albanezen om wraak te nemen. Hoe buitenge.
woon betreurlenswaarng het incident was geweest,
Zo doorzichtig dat een kind het kon doorzien. We
hadden gehoopt op onze reis een paar- goede
KFOR-militairen tegen te komen. Maar we hebben
gemerkt dat die er niet zijn."

Hartkwaal

Simka, die al vele jaren i Be
beleefde de reis met Natasja en M
Ze maakte deel uit van het eerst
konvooi naar het getto,

“Op deze rels - met dri
nitaire huh::gl:-e':ierent “ilf:a:;zﬁ:\ﬂgens o
\I.'muwen.-‘!'oen we bij de Neder|s
in Orahovac aankwamnen, zej (]

lgrado woont,
Irjana nieg mee,
e JDEQGSTavisqhe

huma-
2 met maar twep
ndse controlepqg,
n Ufﬂcier dat ee_"

Hij ging naar
het hoofdkwartier van KFOR en kwam terug. We

konden de volgende dag met een escorte en een
niet Mmee.

Bovendien moesten we alle orders van de Duitse

Ik snap het verschil.”

Andere planeet

Even later kwam een Nederlandse majoor pools-
hoogte nemen. Simka: “Hij had wat mededogen en
28l dat mijn broer en zus erdoor mochten. Ik kon
ZF dus omarmen. Mijn broer laat nooit emoties
zien. lk heb hem op mijn vaders begrafenis niet

ha!l zgs vertrekken, maar het duurde tot half eif
pne knr_:deren waren door de afzettingen geglipt et"n
In een jeep van een journahst geklommen. Die ver-
slaggever, die met ons mee zou rijden, maakte
ruzie met KFOR en eiste dat de meisjes mee moch-
ten.”

"Meer en meer mensen kwamen vanuit de
Servische sector naar de controlepost. De journa-
list zei dat hij niet toe zou staan dat ook maar een
van de meisjes uit de jeep zou worden gehaald.
KFOR zou hem moeten neerschieten. Dus de
majoor, die al die mensen zag, waarschijnlijk bang
voor problemen, liet de jeep vertrekken. Met de
drie meisjes.”

"De majoor was erg boos op ons. We konden
gaan, maar hij peperde ons in dat we de regels
voor het bezoek niet hadden gerespecteerd!”

Waarom willen de Nederlandse militairen de kinde-
ren in het getto houden?

Simka: “Later heb ik ook met die Russische
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zien huilen. Maar toen hij mij omhelsde, huilde ook
hij. Het was vreselijk.”

“De anderen hoorden dat er iemand uit Belgrado
was gekomen. Plotseling liepen ze allemaal naar de
controlepost en dat was bepaald niet veilig. De
majoor besloot daarom dat het beter was om ons
in het getto te laten.”

“Het is moeilijk in woorden te vatten wat toen

gebeurde. Mensen stonden om ons heen. Ze vroe-
gen: ‘Wat gebeurt er? Zijn wij vergeten? Hoe komen
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assistent van Kouchner gesproken. Hij vertelde me
dat de Serviérs in Orahovac gegijzeld worden
omdat de Albanezen een lijst met oorlogsmisdadi-
gers hebben gegeven. Die zouden zich in het getto
schuil houden. Maar, vroeg ik hem, hoe zit het dan
met de kinderen? Waarom weigeren jullie al die
maanden al om de kinderen te laten vertrekken?

“Hij antwoordde dat hij dezelfde vraag ook aan
Kouchner had voorgelegd. Hij keek er zo beteuterd
bij dat ik bijna met hem te doen kreeg.”
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It Kosovo verdreven

en samenvatting van het inter

Prlincevic,
Gemeenschap in Pristina,

view met Cedomir (Cedda)

hoofdarchivaris van Kosovo en leider van de Joodse
hoofdstad van de provincie Kosovo.

Momenteel viluchteling in Belgrado. Jared Isael is de interviewer,

Jared: Waarom zijn jullie vertrokken?

Cedda: "Omdat een politieke overeen-
komst een militaire oplossing werd. De
bevolking stond onder druk. Er werd
niet gevraagd van welke nationaliteit je
bent, je werd onder druk gezet om de
appartementen en de stad te verlaten.
Zelfs al had ik een document waarin
stond beschreven dat ik de leider van de
Joodse gemeenschap van Pristina ben,
in het Engels en ondertekend door Mr.
Singer uit Belgrado, weigerden de offi-
cieren van KFOR het document te erken-
nen en werd ik een week in mijn eigen
huis gevangen gehouden. Ik gaf het
later aan een andere officier van KFOR
en die zei “Ik heb andere dingen te
doen”. Met de hulp van Eliz Viza uit
Israél en het hoofd van de Joodse
gemeenschap in Skopje werd ik gered,
per taxi met mijn vrouw naar Macedonié
vervoerd en van daar naar Belgrado. De
_hele reddingsoperatie van mijn familie
werd aan de Israélische televisie gege-
ven. Alles bij elkaar waren er 40 mensan
van Joodse origine in Kosove. Zij zijn
van gemengde huwelijken, Joods-
Arabisch, Joods-Turks, en Joods-
Servisch. Allen zijn bereid om naar Isragl
te gaan. Het is voor ons te laat om nog
naar Kosovo terug te gaan. Cok al heb-
ben wij de garantie van Thaci gekregen,
die leider van het UCK is, dat onze hui-
zen met rust zouden worden gelaten,
hebben wij informatie gekregen dat al
onze appartementen en huizen volledig

zij leeggeroofd en vernield. Dat bete-
kent dat het UCK en Thaci de zaak niet
onder controle hebben.”

e ot DAL T IO 1=

opzet door KFOR toegelaten?

Cedda: Niemand houdt ze tegen. En
feitelijk verleend KFOR hen assistentie.
KFOR is daar, zag alles, en liet ze hun
gang gaan.

Jared. Heeft u geprobeerd om naar
KFOR te gaan?

Cedda: KFOR was in mijn huis op het
moment dat de meute kwam. Toen de
Albanezen begonnen met het vernielen
van de appartementen, belde iemand
KFOR en een officier van KFOR kwam in
het huis samen met zijn ploeg. Een hele
groep ging de trappen op en af, 24 uur
lang mensen die de trappen op en af
lopen, lawaai maken, vernielen? Ze bre-
ken deuren open en gooien met traan-
gas en op semmige plaatsen roofden
ze.

Jared: Wacht even, u zegt dat de man-
nen van KFOR daarbij aanwezig waren?
Heb je dat feitelijk met eigen ogen
gezien?

Cedda: Ja. Ze reageerden helemaal
niet. Ze beschermden niemand. Ze zei-
den dat het een taak van de civiele auto-
riteiten was om 1ets aan deze situatie te
doen. Hat ging hen alleen om moorden
Maar die bestonden toen nog niet. Die
waren er gewoonweg niet. In plaats van
‘Europese democratie’ is er nuy gen vorm
van macht en - macht is niet het juiste
woord. joden hebben een woord dat
pogrom wordt genoemd.

De bevolking verwachtte echte

_bescherming van KFOR en. dat.is de - mentan

gekomen,

Jared: Sommigen zoyden kunnen bgn_ve—
ren dat, vanwege hey feit dat het hier
om luxe appartementen gaat, er slechts
sprake was van een gpootschalige roof
partij.

Cedda: Je kunt het geen roof noemen,
omdat ze ons

. e

pakten en onze apparte-
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Cedomir Prlincevic, leider van de Joodse gemeenschap in Kosovo,
op bezoek bij centrum LINX |nternationaal, ckiober 1999

de buurl rondhangen.

Jared: Verdwenen de Albanezen toen u
KFOR er bijhaalde?

Cedda: Nee, ze bleven. Ze gingen niet
weg. KFOR kwam en zi) zeiden, de
Albanezen zeiden, “we hebben geen dak
boven ons hoofd vannacht” en KFOR
zeqt “OK, blijf maar bij de beheerder sla-
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ven, maar dan is tenminste wel de waar-
heid gesproken. Begrijpt u dat nier?‘.f.'n
als er vreselijke dingen gebeurd zin,
zeg het - spreek alleen de waarheid.

Cedda: Goed dan. Er ziin vreselijke
dingen gebeurd. Maar de ﬁewners als
mensen en als natie waren niet degenen
die aan het begin van dit verhagi hebbe_n
gemoord. Maar er waren individuen die

bepaalde dingen hebben gedaan die
T g el Gdmeen Magt dat




Pristina?

Cedda: Ik was ambtenaar, directeur
van de archieven van Kosove en
Metohija. Daar is documentatie aanwe-
zig die het verhaal van de Serviérs en
Turken en Albanezen en Joden vertelt,
van jedereen die in Kosovo heeft geleefd
en welk systeem er bestond.

Jared: Bent u ooit geconfronteerd met
antisemitisme van de zijde van de
-Serviers?

Cedda: Nooit. En ook niet van de
Albanezen. Ik was manager, voor zowel
de Albanezen en Servigrs. Wij zijn niet
uit Kosovo verdreven door Albanezen
uit Pristina maar door Albanezen uit
Albanié. Ze spreken een andere taal, een
ander dialect. In heel Kosovo treedt het-
zelfde verschijnsel op. Ik kan niet voor
100% beweren dat het alleen om
Albanezen uit Albanié gaat. Maar ik heb
geen enkele Albanese buurman wraak
zien nemen,

De machten uit Albanié kwamen ons
land binnen. Hun hoofddoel was om alle
niet-Albanese bewoners te verwijderen.
Dezelfde mensen die een paar jaar gele-
den in Albanié demonstreerden en dat
hele land hebben geruineerd - zijn nu in
Kosovo. £e kwamen naar ons huis en
dreigden ons te vermoorden. Ze zouden
ons afslachten. Ze hadden machinege-

weren. Ze ontruimden het complete
gebouw en het hele gebied met 30,000
inwoners. Zij ontruimden het volledig.
Allemaal. Ze gingen van huis tot huis.
Van gebouw tot gebouw. 35 leden van
mijn familie zijn nu hier bij mij. Mijn
moeder is ook hier. En een vrouw die 8
maanden zwanger is. 20 van ons heb-
ben geen werk. Alles in Kaosovo achter
gelaten. 7 appartementen en 3 huizen
die ons eigendom waren. Wat grond. En
mijn hele leven. Mijn hele leven en ik zit
hier zonder een cent. Ik kreeg geen tijd,
ik was niet voorbereid op vertrek. Zelfs
geen koffer om spullen in te pakken.
Alleen de Talmud heb ik meegenomen.

Dit is een pogrom tegen de niet-
Albanese bevolking in heel Kosovo:
Djakovica, Pec, Kosovska, Mitrovica,
heel Metohija. Metohija alsook Kosovo.
Zij maken absoluut een etnisch gezui-

verd Kosovo.

Jared: Zijn de Albanezen uit Albanié met

dat is wat ons het meest heeft verbaasd
In plaats van de bevolking te bescher-
men staan ze toe te kijken wat er
gebeurt alsof het irrelevant is. In juni en
Juli verlieten 300,000 mensen Kosovo:
Serviers, Turken, Gorani [Slavische mos-
lims], zigeuners, dat zijn de Roma en
ook mensen van Montenegro.

Ook Albanezen uit Kosovo werden
lastig gevallen, Zij vielen diegenen aan
die geen voorstander van hun separa-
tistische beweging was. Elke Servische
burger werd gestraft. Ongeacht tot
welke partij hij behoorde, oppositie of
regering, het maakt niet wiL
Verschillende partijen hebben werschil-
lende ideeén en andere religies. Zij heb-
ben het plan van een Groter Albanié in
Kosovo gerealiseerd. Van de Tweede
Wereldoorlog, van het fascisme.

Jared: Werd aan iemand toegestaan om
in het gebouw te blijven waar u leefde?

Cedda: Zover mijn kennis gaat, is nie-
mand overgebleven. Elk verzet zou
onherroepelijk de dood hebben bete-
kend. Er hebben diverse moorden
plaatsgevonden. Ik weet het niet zeker
omdat de meeste zijn weggegaan. Zij
die zich verzetten, zijn vermoord. Ook
werden twee complete dorpen ont-
ruimd. De inwoners vluchtten naar
Servie.

Jared: Hoeveel aanvallers waren er?

Cedda: Het was een groot aantal. Zij
liepen de hele dag heen en weer, Het is
moeilijk te zeggen hoeveel het er waren.
Het gebouw zelf heeft 20 ingangen en
bestaat uit 11 verdiepingen. Het is een
groot gebouw. Het hele gebied dat van
1990 tot 1995 is bebouwd, werd onder
handen genomen. Hele luxe apparteen-
ten naar onze maatstaven. Nieuwe
gebouwen met portalen, allerlei aanvul-
lende faciliteiten. De hele nacht bonkten
ze op alle deuren. Ze trapten de deuren
in en gingen wan appartement naar
appartement. Zelfs Albanezen die in
dezelfde gebouwen leefden, sloegen op
de vlucht. Er woonden niet alleen
Serviérs, het was een gemengd gezel-
schap. Dat is iets ongekends in de hele
geschiedenis van Kosovo. Omdat
Kosovo multi-etnisch en multireligieus
is en de mensen al 500 jaar samenleven,
is dit niveau van haat niet eerder voor-

niet thuis is. Klopt dar? Dat is roof. Maar
als je de deur van mijjn woning intrapt,
is dat roof? Nee, dat js complete anar-
chie. lemand verschafy zich met geweld
toegang, gooit je eryjp en gaat er ver
volgens zelf wonen? Njet voor een paar
uur om koffie en whisky te drinken. En
de eigendommen gepjeten generiel
bescherming? Dat is pezetting van het
land, inpikken van oonruimte, met
geweld.

Jared: Er was een week dat u gevangene
was in het appartement en niet weg kon.
Was dat de week dgp de bende rond-
doolde?

Cedda: Ja, de eerstp week toen KFOR
kwam, was ik in het appartement en
durfde niet naar buiren vanwege het
grote aantal Albanezen dat binnen
kwam.

Jared Op welk moment kwamen de ben-
des? Was het direct of pas na een aantal
weken?

Cedda: Samen met hen. Met andere
woorden, toen KFOR  arriveerde,
arriveerden ook de bendes. Ze vielen
meteen aan. Toen de Russen in Pristina
aankwamen, wvoor de Britten, bij het
vliegveld, de mensen gingen ervan uit
dat zij door hen beschermd zouden
worden, maar dat was dus niet zo. Op
precies de dag dat de Britten mijn deel
van de stad binnen kwamen, begonnen
de bendes diverse gebouwen aan te val-
len. Het is een wijk in Pristina, het
gedeelte dat 'Milana' vordt genoemd.

Jared. Beweert u dat & bendes fysiek op
dezelfde plaats en ophetzelfde tijdstip
arriveerden als de Enjelse soldaten? De
bendes reisden samermet Britse solda-
ten?

Cedda: Ja. Het antvoord is ja, Ja zij
kwamen tegelijk. Ja. &er de grens, de
route, samen door d straten. Jal Ze
kwamen in verschillerde groepen - niet
tezamen hand in hard - Ze komen en
gaan, ze zijn hier en dar-vaak zie je ze
samen, maar ieder u.n hen van zijn
eigen organisatie. EVDOrbeeld: aap
bende gaat een geboW binnen en de
beheerder roept KFOR®N KFOR arriveer
en loopt om het gebdW heen en ygr.
trekt vervolgens en delieden blijven jn

J'ared: Dezelfde apparlementen ais van
de mensen die zij eruit probeerden te

gooien?

Cedda: Ja, ja. Dat is wat ze voorstel-
den. Dus de Albanezen en de Serviérs,
wie er ook was, moesten in hetzelfde
gebouw leven, en de bendes zeiden, als
je het gebouw niet binnen 1wee a drie
uur verlaat dan zullen we je vermoor-
den, afslachten.

Jared: Toen deze mensen uw woning”
betraden en u bedreigden, heeft u toen
KFOR ingeschakeld?

Cedda: Ze waren reeds in het
gebouw. Toen de Albanezen mijn
woning betraden, was KFOR er al. Een
van de buren, een arts, rende en riep
KFOR soldaten om hulp en bescher-
ming. Die vent, de soldaat stelde zich
voor als majoor van het Britse leger. En
toen ik mijn papieren liet zien, zei hij
vergeet het maar, volgende keer. De
papieren gaven aan dat ik de Voorzitter
van de Joodse gemeenschap in Pristina
ben. De soldaat wierp een snelle blik op
de papieren en zei: “Volgende keer,"
alsof hij geen tijd had om zich met ons
te bernoeien. “Stoor me nu niet.”

Jared: Hebben zij iets gedaan?

Cedda: Als zij mij hadden geholpen,
was ik dan nu hier geweest? Niet alleen
ik ben slachtoffer, maar nog duizenden
anderen. Mensen die 80 jaar oud zijn en
van huis en haard zijn verdreven. Nog
steeds gebeurt dit dagelijks. Het gaat
nog steeds door.

Jared. De pers schreef dat Serviers tij-
dens de bombardementen Albanezen
aanvielen. Kunt w ons vertellen wat
heeft u waargenomen?

Cedda: Waarom? Zelfs als ik zeg dat
zoiets niet is gebeurd, niemand zal de
Serviers geloven. Zelfs als ik nee zeg,
zelfs als een Jood uit Pristina zou zeg-
gen dat de beschuldigingen niet klop-
pen, dan is dat erg moeilijk te geloven
omdat hij redenen kan hebben om deze
beweringen te doen, hij kan beschul-
digd worden van -

Jared. Nou en? Dan geloven ze u toch
niet! Laat ze geloven wat ze willen gelo:

WOraL Qoor anaeren dangegrepen, over-
dreven. Men probeert ons als de zwarte
schapen neer te zetten en - kijk, de
Servische bevolking had geen proble-
men met de etnische Albanezen en net
als dat zij Albanezen hebben gered, zo
hebben Albanezen Serviérs gered, voor-
al tegen het eind van de oorlog. Maar
toen KFOR arriveerde en de grenzen met
Macedonié en Albanié werden geopend,
kwamen er een heleboel buitenlandse
Albanezen en dat eindigde in een

bende, moorden. Dus wat ik zeg is dat

er ten tijde van de bombardementen

door de lokale bevolking niet is ge-

moord. De Serviérs hebben de

Albanezen beschermd tegen de parami-

litaire troepen.

Jared: Niet tegen het Joegoslavische
leger? Hoefden zij niet te worden verde-
digd tegen het joegoslavische leger?

Cedda: Nooit tegen het leger, en ook
niet de politia en ook niet tegen gewone
Serviérs. Nee. Maar met de terugtrek-
king van het leger kwamen er paramili-
taire groepen van beide zijden - en toen
werd het een puinhoap.

Jared: Maar tijdens de bombardemen-
ten? :

Cedda’ Toen was er helemaal geen
sprake van moordpartijen. Bijvoorbeeld,
n Pristina zaten wij gezamenlijk met
Albanezen in de schuilkelder.

Jared: Vanwege de bommen?

Cedda: Van de NAVO. Wij allen, zigeu-
ners, dat wil zeggen de Roma, Serviers,
Turken, Albanezen, Joden, bewoners
van hetzelfde gebouw. Samen. Wij
waren samen.

Jared: U zei dat ook veel Albanezen op
de vlucht sloegen voor het UCK, de ben-
des. Weet u hoeveel? .

Cedda: Tienduizenden. 15.000 zijn
naar de Vojvodina gegaan, 30.000 naar
Belgrado, en nog vele anderen.

(Bron; hitp.//Www.emperors -clothes.com)
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Stichting
Nederland Joegoslavié

Stichting Nederland Joegoslavie zet zich in om culturele, politicke en
vriendschappelijke banden tussen Nederland en Joegoslavié te bevorde-

Qok steunt Stichting Nederland Joegoslavié met financiéle acties slachtof-
fers van de recente NAVO-agressie, waaronder een kinderziekenhuis in

Metlpubl_ica_ties probeert Stichting Nederland Joegoslavié informatie over
de situatie in Joegoslavié te verspreiden.

Een donatie aan Stichting Nederland Joegoslavié zal worden gebruikt om
deze doelstellingen te bereiken. Het gironummer is 82 42 822 ten name
van Stichting Nederland Joegoslavié, Amsterdam.

Voor inlichtingen kunt u contact opnemen met
Stichting Nederland Joegoslavig,
Sloterkade 20, 1058 HE Amsterdam
Telefoon 020-615 |1 22
{op werkdagen tussen 13.00 en 17.00 uur)

LR 1)

De economische belangen
van de bezetters

dat de belangrijkste NAVO-landen de

stationering van de internationale vre-
destroepen in Kosovo and Metohija
vooral baseren op economische belan-
gen. Onderzoek, uitgevoerd door pers-
bureau Tanjug, onderstreept dit.

ln toenemende mate wordt duidelijk

Fransen

De noordelijke sector, het district
Kosovska Mitrovica, wordt door Franse
troepen gecontroleerd. Vijf jaar voor de
NAVO-agressie tegen Joegoslavie heeft
Frankrijk grote interesse getoond voor
de non-ferro metallurgische component

olie-industrie NIS.

Italianen

Itallaanse troepen bezetten het
district rondom Pec, het westen van
Kosovo and Metohiyja. Onmiddellijk
werd de Fastava Iveco fabriek bezet
waarmee FIAT uit ltalié al jaren een
samenwerkingsverband heeft.
Waarnemers denken dat de ltahianen
deze sector ook wilden hebben vanwege
de relatieve nabijheid van de Adriatische
Zee en de Italiaanse grens.

Duitsers

gL s nuitsland heeft de militaire controle

Waar zijn de ‘Killing
Fields’ van Kosovo?

Evenals bij de kwestie Srebrenica, doemt ook nu weer de vraag op naar de in

grote getale aangekondigde wond

sten van massagraven, Zijn deze ontsproten

aan de bremen van de NAVO-deskundigen of bestaan ze echt. Zo ja, overleg
dan de bewijzen, zodat tenminste met sekerheid kan worden gesteld dat de NAVO-
bombardementen inderdaad een humanitaire inslag hebben gehad.

Volgens de bevindingen wan het
Joegoslavie Tribunaal in Den Haag,
waren in de Trepca-mijnen (Kosovo) 700
lijken van etnische Albanezen verbor-
gen, Een recent onderzoek door hetzelf-
de tribunaal in okiober 1999 heeft ech-
ter uitgewezen dat daarvan geen spoor
te vinden was.

Ma vier maanden wvan forensische
onderzoeken  door internationale
experts dient €en legitieme vraag te
zijn: hoeveel lichamen van door Serviers
vermoorde Albanezen zijn er gevonden?
Deze slachtoffers van etnische zuiverin-
gen waren Immers de oorzaak van de
oorlog?

Op 22 maart 1999 (¢én dag voor de
luchtaanvallen) Zei Tony Blair: * Wij moe-
ten handelen oM duizenden onschuldi-
ge mannen, VIOUWen en kinderen te red-
den van een humanitaire catastrofe, van
dood, barbarij €" etnische zuiveringen
door een brute dictatyy”, De volgende
dag, toen de oorlog begon, verklaarde
de president van de Verenigde Staten,
Bill Clinton: "Wat Wij proharen te bepar-
ken, is zijn (Milosevic') mogelijkheid om
een militaire OVEMWinning te behalen
waardoor hij kan voortgaan met etni-
sche zuiveringen en het afslachten van
onschuldige mensen. wij zullen alles
doen wat in ons Vermogen ligt om hem
tot een vredesakkoord te dwingen”.

Toen de oorlog al een paar dagen aan

de gang was verklaarde de woordvoer:
T —— e T W a 2 =

Op 2 augustus werd het aantal met dui-
zend slachtoffers verhoogd door de
commandant van de Verenigde Naties te
Kosovo, Bernard Kouchner. Volgens zijn
zeggen waren al elfduizend lichamen
gevonden. De gegevens waren hem ver-
strekt door ICTY, zo zei Kouchner. ICTY
ontkende echter dergelijke informatie te
hebben verstrekt. Uiteindelijk hield men
officieel vast aan tienduizend etnisch-
Albanese slachtoffers, gevallen door
Servische moordenaarshanden.

Langzamerhand blijkt dat er voor
deze cijfers geen bewijsgronden zijn.
Massamoorden en massagraven Zijn
moeilijk te verbergen. Men hoeft alleen
maar te denken aan MNazi-Duitsland,
Cambodja of Rwanda om te weten dat
massamoord  zijn  sporen  nalaat.
Bovendien schijnt niemand echt zijn
best te doen om echte bewijzen boven
tafel te brengen. Van de acht in Kosovo
aanwezige mensenrechtenorganisaties
is er niet een daadwerkelijk belast de lij-
ken van de slachtoffers te ontdekken en
indien ontdekt, de doodsoorzaken vast
te stellen. Uitgebreid onderzoek in de
Trepca-mijnen (bij Mitrovica) heeft voor-
alsnog niets opgeleverd. Volgens de
laatste rapporten zijn in graven onge-
vear honderd lichamen ontdekt.

Op dit moment zijn nog steeds foren-
sische teams uit verschillende landen in
Kosovo op zoek. De teams zijn ingezet
door de volgende 15 landen: Qostenrijk,
jelgi ada, Denemarken, Finland,

aanwezig is.

4. De lichamen worden opgegraven voor
autopsie,

5. De bevindingen worden naar Den
Haag gerapporteerd.

‘Bijproduct’ van het onderzoek
zijn de aantallen opgegraven
lijken.

Een paar voorbeelden uit de praktijk
De FBI heeft 124 lichamen gevonden in
de Britse sector. De leeftijd ligt tussen 4
en 94 jaar. De meeste blijken te zijn
gestorven in maart en april. Tijdens
twee missies heeft de FBI “dertig begra-_
fplaatsen ontdekt met bijna 200 licha-
men".

Het Spaanse team heeft 187 lichamen
gevonden. Geen massagraven. NAVO-
satellietfoto’s van vermeende massagra-
ven bleken omgeploegde akkers te zijn.
Inlichtingen aan KFOR over massagra-
ven zijn voornamelijk afkomstig van het
UCK en blijken op zijn zachtst gezegd
voor nuancering vatbaar.

Het onderzoek naar de slachtoffers is
niet slechts een morbide exercitie, maar
kan ook grote politieke gevolgen heb-

-ben, Het kan Europese regeringen zoals
de Duitse en [taliaanse, doen wankelen.
Als zou blijken dat de NAVO heeft gelo-
gen over servische wreedheden, dan is
elke rechtvaardiging voor het bomba:r-
deren van Joegoslaviée eerl farce! Eén
ding kan al wel worden gezegd: het aan-

S pultaland,.— —oifstand, tal doden datdeor Servisch geweld zou
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Glogovac, welke zij nu controleert.

Franse firma's hadden reeds aanbetalin-
gen gedaan voor importen van _zink en
het produceren van zink in Trepca.

Britten
Britse interesse voor de thermo-elek-
trische energiecentrales is de reden om
het centrale deel van Kosovo and
Metohija te bezetten. De haast waarmee
de controle over de centrales werd over-
genomen, is evident. Net als het weg-
sturen van Servische werknemers.
Voorheen, toen privatiseringen in Servié
werden aangekondigd, hebben de Britse
firma's British Power, Bankers' Trust en
Nat West zeer veel interesse. getoond
voor de stroomopwekkingsindustrie van
Obilic en de fabrieken van de Servische

met het DUITSe ARumnupremud. SShs = 5 -
had al haar installaties en productie-

technologie voor het produceren van
banden en V-snaren verkregen via de
Tsjechische firma Matador. Duits kapi-
taal financiert 60 procent van Matador.
De Duitsers hebben deze sector waar-
schijnlijk ook gekozen vanwege de top-
kwaliteit wijnen van Metohija. Ruim 40
miljoen liter topkwaliteit wijn, geprodu-

* ceard met de beste ecologische technie-

“ken uit Duitsland, werden in de kelders
van Mala Krusa, Metohijavino in Suva
Reka, en Orvino te Djakovica, aangetrof-
fen 'na de terugtrekking van het
Joegoslavische leger. Voor het verbre-
ken van de DuitsJoegoslavische han-

delsbetrekkingen heeft de Duitse firma

Racke jaarlijks 25 miljoen liter Metohija-
wijnen gekocht.

ringen door de 5ervigrs inderdaad hau;-
den plaatsgevonden, pmdar het duide-
lijk was dat Misdaden tegen de
mensheid waren Degaan. et na de oor-
log in juni, rakelde Clinton het wereld-
geweten weer 0P door te verklaren: “de
NAVO heeft ZOuist  sysiematische
pogingen tot etMische zuiveringen en
volkerenmoord g&stopt”,

gxperts namen alvast een voorschot
op de forensisch® onderzoeken door te
verklaren dat "d€ Serviérs tijdens hun
campagne van etnische zyiveringen
ongeveer 2.500 Kosovaarse Albanezen
hadden geSIaChtOfferd", Volgens het
Britse ministerie Van Buitenlandse Zaken
glng het ZE"S om 'tienduizend mensen
die in 100 bloedbaden zijn vermoord®,

SRR S cvviAsEL Iana, Lroot-Brittannie,
en de Verenigde Staten. De Verenigde

Staten hebben het omvangrijkste team
gestuurd van 62 deelnemers. Belgie,
Duitsland en Groot-Brittannie ieder twin-
tig en de meeste andere landen tien. Er
zijn' dus ruim 200 onderzoekers in

Kosovo. Tot nu toe hebben deze "tussén

de 150 en 400 suspected sites” onder-

zocht. Zij gaan naar de volgende metho-
de te werk:

1. KFOR-troepen bevestigen het bestaan

-van een verdachte plek.

2. Het Tribunaal geeft wervolgens
opdracht aan de experts deze plek te
onderzoeken.

3. Een graf wordt als massagraf geiden-
tificeerd indien er meer dan één lichaam

dan ae ruim mezn:u:;m -MA ?\:t!w-‘m
loegoslavie als gevoly van de bombar-
dementen zijn gevallen.

(Bron: Stratfor)

officier.

De Nederlandse commandant in Orahovac,
luitenant-kolonel Van Loon, toonde zich in
het dagblad Trouw tevreden over de presta-
ties van KFOR in de stad. De Vrouwen van
Orahovac reageren op enkele citaten van de

“Als het voor Albanezen en Serviers
ergens in Kosovo weer mogelijk wordt
samen te leven, dan is het in Orahovac.”

Simka: “Er leefden ooit 4200 Serviérs
in Orahovac. Nu vragen 2400 van hen
wanhopig om evacuatie. Het geeft aan
wat voor leven er vandaag de dag moge-
lijk is.”

Mirjana: “Het was tot de komst van
KFOR mogelijk. Vanaf nu niet meer.”

Natasja: “Onder de huidige omstan-
digheden is dat niet mogelijk. Ze hou-
den ons opgesloten in een getto. Dat is
geen samenleven van Serviers en
Albanezen.”

“Sommige Serviérs bellen weer met hun
Albanese buren, bijvoorbeeld met de
vraag of iemand soms een mijn op hun
erf heeft gelegd.”

Simka: “Daar weet ik niets van. Ik zie
het ook niet als een stap in de goede

richting van een beter contact met de
buren als een Serviér alleen maar infor-
meert naar hoe het met zijn huis gaat.”
Natasja: “Ik heb zelf gesproken met
de man die mijn huis heeft ingenomen.
Hij gebruikt al mijn spulletjes die waren
achtergebleven. Deze Albanees vertelde
me dat het UCK hem het huis heeft toe-
gewezen - inclusief de inboedel.”

“Ze zitten in een getto, dat ga ik niet
bestrijden. Wij bewaken de inwoners,
dat is correct.”

Mirjana: “Is het normaal dat aan het
begin van de 21ste eeuw mensen in een
getto worden vastgehouden? Hitler deed
hetzelfde. Zijn opvolgers doen nu in
Kosovo hetzelfde.”

Matasja: “Onder de Serviérs zijn geen
corlogsmisdadigers. Zou het niet
logisch zijn dat eventuele criminelen
onder de Serviérs als eerste zouden pro-
beren te vluchten? En waarom houden

ze de kinderen vast? Zijn dat ook poten-
tisle oorlogsmisdadigers?”

“Toch gaan er rejelmatiq kleine groep-
Jjes naar Servie vior de witbetaling van
salarissen en lmtst bijvoorbeeld om
nieuwe schoolboelen te halen. Dan leve-
ren wij begeleidini en halen ze een week
later weer op.”

Simka: “Dit citat toont een gruwelijk-
heid die geen grazen kent. Het is het
loppunt van cynisne dat door een nor-
maal denkend mns niet kan worden
begrepen. Moeun de burgers van
Orahovac dankbar zijn omdat enkelen
hun salarissen nogen ophalen? Geld
waarvoor ze nietskunnen kopen omdat
er in Qrahovac geen plek is waar
Serviérs inkopen lunnen doen. Als KFOR
F_I'I staat is sprogkes te produceren dan
Z0u zij een schog voor de Serviérs kun-
nen oprichten, mar deze mensen die in
€en gebied wvan 400 bij 400 meter

wonen, moeten zelfs de meest elemen-
taire levensbehoeften ontberen. Hoe
kan men zich in die situatie druk maken
om school?”

Mirjana: “Volgens mij is de school
gesloten voor Serviérs uit Orahovac, Dit
is pure fictie.”

"Onder de Serviérs zitten nog wel dege-
lijk  extremisten. Sommigen belden
Albanezen op met de mededeling:
‘Wacht maar tot de Russen komen. Dan
zullen we jullie wel krijgen’. Erg onhan-
dig.”

Simka: "Op dit citaat geef ik geen
commentaar. Zelfs een kind gelooft
zoiets niet.”

Mirjana: “Dat is een verzinsel met de
bedoeling de Serviérs zwart te maken.
De Serviérs durven niet over de drem-
pels van hun huizen te stappen. Laat
staan de Albanezen te bedreigen. Ze
zouden direct worden vermoord. De

“Met KFOR is het elke dag slechter
dan de dag ervoor”

Serviérs leven in angst voor de Albanese
terreur.”

Natasja: "Precies omgekeerd: het zijn
de Albanezen die de Serviérs bellen met
de mededeling dat ze allemaal afge-
slacht worden. Zij zeggen dat geen van
hen Orahovac levend mag verlaten. De
Serviéers zullem daar sterven, in
Orahovac."

“Het is heel bijzonder wat de jongens en
meisjes hier voor elkaar hebben gekre-
gen. Ze hebben zich te pletter gewerkt
en een goed product neergezet.”

Simka: “Tijdens hun mandaat is een
groot aantal Serviérs gekidnapt en ver-
moord. Ongeveer 136 Servische huizen
zijn tot de grond afgebrand, negen
Serviers werden gearresteerd en 1200
wisten te ontsnappen.”

Natasja: “Met hen was het elke dag
slechter dan de dag ervoor.”
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NATO Excused Mass
Murder Of Civilians
By Using
Speeded-Up Film
1-6-00

BERLIN (AFP) - Videotape shown by NATO to explain the killing of at
least 14 civilians aboard a train on a bridge in Serbia last April was
shown at triple its real speed, the German daily Frankfurter Rundschau
reports in its Thursday edition.

The alliance had sought to excuse the killing of the civilians by saying
the train had been traveling too fast for the trajectory of the missiles
to have been changed in time.

NATO warplanes fired two missiles at the 50 metre (yard)-long bridge
over the Juzna Morava River at Grdelica Klisura, some 300 kilometers
(180 miles) south of Belgrade on April 12 during its campaign to force
Belgrade's troops to leave Kosovo.

NATO's supreme commander in Europe, US General Wesley Clark, shortly
afterwards showed two videotapes of the train appearing to be traveling
fast on the bridge, and said it had then been impossible to alter the
missiles' trajectories.

The Frankfurt newspaper said the two videotapes were both shown at three
times normal speed.



spokesman for ' IR
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bombarnglért newspaper said the US air force, which carried out the

speeded + had not noticed for some months that the tape had been
Up, and also attributed it to a technological error.
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