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												The Hind Rajab Foundation (HRF) has proudly taken part in this week's Emergency Conference of States of The Hague Group in Bogota, Colombia.

We called on the 30+ states present - including Spain and Ireland - to work with the HRF to prosecute Israeli war criminals - including rank-and-file soldiers. We asked that they fulfil their international obligations in pursuit of ending the genocide and the occupation and specifically to:
· Open direct channels with HRF
· Review cases quickly before suspects flee
· Coordinate efforts on complex cases (e.g. arms suppliers and enablers)
· Use domestic legal systems to give real teeth to international law




		Read / Share: What Is the Hague Group, and why does the participation of the Hind Rajab Foundation matter?



	


































												The HRF can track the Israeli military as it commits crimes across Palestine, but only states can make arrests. We know where and when these crimes are occurring, and we know, down to the individual soldier, who is committing them but only states can initiate prosecutions.

We are able to identify and track perpetrators as they move across the globe and have even established the dual nationality of a number of soldiers, many of whom are nationals of some of the states presently gathered at this week's Conference, but we need the help of every state present at The Hague Committee.




		"If soldiers can post war crimes on social media without fear, the law is not working. It's time to reassert its force. Justice demands prosecutions; it demands the reassertion of the force of law." HRF's Legal Advisor, Jake Romm

Colombian President, Gustavo Petro described The Hague Group as a new path:
not just declarations, but collective enforcement. That's where HRF's role is essential: We bring cases, evidence, names and legal pathways. But only states can make arrests, only states can prosecute.
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		Whilst we applaud the work of the International Criminal Court, we recognise that the court moves slowly and presently lacks the resources necessary to pursue anyone except the highest-level perpetrators. This is why international mechanisms are not, and ought not be the primary means for seeking accountability.

Perpetrators are continuing to flee jurisdictions - evidence that the HRF's filings are having an effect and making the world inhospitable to these criminals - but this is not justice; this is not about easy wins; it's about breaking the culture of impunity.




												Read / Share: What Is the Hague Group, and why does the participation of the Hind Rajab Foundation matter?



	




		The HRF reminded the delegation of the 2007 ICJ ruling on the genocide of Srebrenica, whereby State parties were obligated "to employ all means reasonably available to them" to prevent genocide. Furthermore, the ruling disregarded the pretence that individual actions may prove insufficient to abate the genocide, stating that "since the possibility remains that the combined efforts of several States—each complying with its obligation to prevent—might have achieved the result... which the efforts of only one State were insufficient to produce."

The HRF reiterated that states that fail to undertake prosecutions, a readily available and easily actionable step, can be held legally responsible for their failure to act, as in the Srebrenica case.




			"One arrest. One conviction. That's all it takes to shift the tide. Law is expressive: it says what we tolerate—and what we no longer will. A single prosecution can create irreversible momentum toward justice". Jake Romm, HRF Legal Advisor







		We further called on the delegation to work with us to begin building cases against those who aid and abet war crimes and crimes against humanity: from multinational arms companies, intelligence and logistics suppliers, to suppliers of fuel and energy - without whom this genocide would not be possible. We note the complex evidentiary nature of these cases and hence the need for extensive collaboration between states and civil society - it is well past time to begin this process.

Bogotá may be remembered as a turning point - a moment when states, finally, began to act. The Hind Rajab Foundation is ready—with evidence, legal teams and a global network. We will do our part.

In solidarity & strength,
The Hind Rajab Foundation
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“This is not about easy wins. It's about
breaking the culture of impunity. If soldiers
can post war crimes on social media
without fear, the law is not working. It's
time to reassert its force.”

—Jake Romm, HRF Legal Advisor
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