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Macedonia and Balkans Stability

Remarks by Daniel Serwer
Before the U.S. Senate Committee on Foreign Relations
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The Crisis in Macedonia and U.S. Engﬁﬁé;n;m- in the Balkans
United States Senate Committee on Foreign Relations
June 13, 2001
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The views expms_sad in the ras:imo}i_)v are sa!efy those of Dr. Serwer and do not necessa_rﬂy reﬁect those of
the U.S. Instiiute of Peace, which does not advocate specific policies.
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My name is Daniel Serwer. | am director of the Balkans Initiative at the United States Institute of Peace, but the views |
am about to offer are my own. The Institute does not take positions on policy issues, and | do not represent the US
government.

Mr. Chairman, | come before you today at a moment of peril: the crisis in Macedonia threatens to destabilize not only
that country, but also the Balkans region. We are again faced with a fundamental policy decision: do we engage to
protect democracy and multiethnicity, or do we abandon the Balkans to partition and war? Let there be no doubt:
Bosnia and Kosovo are also at risk. If the extremists in Macedonia are successful, it will inspire Serb and Croat
extremists in Bosnia and Serb and Albanian extremists in Kosovo, setting back hopes for US troop reductions.

More generally, US interests in a peaceful and democratic Europe — whole and free — cannot be fulfilled if extremists
are permitted to attack legitimate and democratic — even if imperfect -- states. The Administration needs to commit itself
to a vision for the Balkans that includes support to democratic institutions, accountability for war crimes, rejection of
extreme nationalism and maintenance of a secure environment.

The situation in the Balkans has improved

The insurgency in Macedonia is occurring at a moment that might otherwise have been the best the Balkans have seen
for ten years. The democratic regime in Croatia has been correcting the nationalist excesses of the Tudjman regime.
The new governments in Yugoslavia and Serbia are beginning to make amends for the disasters of the Milosevic era.
Bosnia has, for the first time since the 1995 Dayton accords, non-nationalist governments, except in Republike Srpska.
In Kosovo, moderates triumphed in municipal elections last October, as they likely will again in November's Kosovo-

wide elections.

Ten years ago, Balkans leaders were bent on war, with popular support. Today, most people in the region are tired of
war, ready to live in peace and anxious to become full partners with Europe and NATO. Only a few people are
committed to violence. Marginalized politically and threatened with the loss of economic advantages from trafficking in
arms, drugs and people, extreme nationafists are trying to polarize ethnic groups and revive the atmosphere of hatred
and strife in which they thrived for a decade.

There are problems in Macedonia, but Insurgency is not justified

do in Macedonia under the banner of fighting for Albanian rights. Let me be clear: many Albanian grievan
Z:‘;sj:r;ged. Albanians feel like second-class citizens in Macedonia, not only because the constitution f&Vmgethninm
Macedonians but also because of their under-representation in the police and civil service and limited use of the
Albanian language. Ethnic Macedonians experienced independence as a source of pride and affirmation of their
identity. Albanians in Macedonia, who found themselves suddenly separated by an international border from co ke
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and compatriots in Ko : :
ties and cultural contaitosfq Sperienced independence as a loss that reduced their freedom of movement, commercial

Armed | ; =0 )
isulatec:l;?é',:? EZ?;L'L h:r?gedon;]a 's not however justified. Nor would it have occurred there if Macedonia had been
had been born in Macedo southemn Serbia. The leadership of the guerillas had fought for years in Kosovo, though some
retumed to fighting oo nia. They failed to find jobs and political roles in Kosovo after the war. With limited skills, they
extreme, bec 9 smuggling. In Macedpma th.e.y found a weak state and political space on the nationalist

+ Pecause of the moderation of Albanian polticians who have participated in government since independence.

Neither the United States nor Eur i i irminal ti i iti
W1 ope can afford to allow extremists with strong criminal ties to dominate politics and
economics in the Balkans. We n - 5

SO ) | eed _to learn how to strengthen moderates and weaken extremists, if only because of
urinterest in lessening troop commitments and combating the organized crime and trafficking in which the extremists
have become expert.

Both politics and security require attention

What can be done? There are two fronts in Macedonia: a political front and a security front. On the political front,
Europe has the lead. The broad coalition government formed with the assistance of Javier Solana is a step in the right
direction. But the guerillas will not stop fighting because a new government has been formed: they will challenge it and
try to prevent a negotiated solution without their participation in the process. It is crucial that the political strategy be

combined with a security strategy that gets the guerillas to withdraw and channels Albanian grievances into proper
political channels.

We have a model for this approach just a few miles away in southern Serbia, where NATO has successfully mediated
an agreement that allows for enhanced Albanian participation in local governance and the police, partial amnesty for the
guerillas and an infusion of investment funds while the Serbian government regains control over its territory and the
guerillas withdraw and disarm. This is the kind of agreement Milosevic would never have countenanced but Belgrade’s

new democratic government has boldly undertaken, Macedonia's beleaguered leadership should be looking for such
an agreement.

A negotiated solution should be the priority

What can and should NATO do in this situation? If you believe that the US has an interest in Balkans stability, that
interest is at risk. Some of my colleagues claim that only a NATO deployment into Macedonia will prevent the crisis from

worsening. They argue that the earlier such a deployment takes place, the better. If we wait until disaster occurs, the
troop requirements will be greater.

Others would argue that US interests in the Balkans are secondary and that troops should be deployed only to protect
vital interests. They would like to avoid deeper engagement in the Balkans. Our forces are stretched thin, so from this
perspective any further Balkans obligations should be avoided and the Europeans asked to take on the burden in
Macedonia.

People in the Balkans believe that those opposed to NATO involvement are prevailing in Washington. This creates the
misimpression that the US does not oppose the guerrit[a; and givgs the guerillas_ co_nfidence that NATO will not act
against them. Distancing NATO now thus worsens the crisis and increases the likelihood that the Alliance will be called
upon at a later and more disastrous stage.

The main focus today should be on achieving a negotiated settlement in Macedonia. Once the guerrilla war is halted
and there is a peace to keep, NATO will have to decide whether commitment of its forces is vital,

What then are the ingredients of a negotiated settiement? There are three: weakening the extremists, helping the
Macedonian government turn towards a political settiement, and unifying international efforts.

Weaken the extremists

It is crucial first to weaken the extremists. The Macedonian army and police have had some military success, forcin
guerillas from a few villages. But they have destroyed homes, displaced thousands and alienated many Albanians, If the
fighting continues, the government may win the war bt_jt lose the loyalty of the 87 per cent of Albanians who said two
months ago in a poll that they want to continue to live in a unified Macedonia. The international community could do
more to weaken the insurgency. It should:
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« End fundraisin

g and recruitm i
Safoetars s ent by the extremists abroad

nd Germany, - this is especially important in the United States,

+ Use KFOR to crack down on th i .
e extremists' supply lines and supporters inside Koesovo, not only by guardin
the berder but also by arresting the kingpins. P PPe it .

« Continue pressure on Kosovo political lead i '
Sislederd oy p ers to try to stop the insurgency, which casts a dark shadow over

OffE'T_. as In southern Serbia, an escape route into Kosovo for those not accused of serious crimes, provided the
guerillas are prepared to demobilize and disarm under NATO supervision

Continue to provide military and intelligence assistance appropriate to counterinsurgency warfare.

Letme add a word about foreign support to the guerrillas. Fundraising and recruitment in the US poses a threat not
only to Macedonian sovereignty and territorial integrity but also to US troops. The Administration could block fundraising

if the insurgents are declared "terrorists.” If this is the only way, so be it. We need not only to limit the money flow but
also to send urgently a strong political signal crucial to the protection of US forces.

Help the Macedonian government

In addition to weakening the extremists, we should help the Macedonian government turn from its increasing reliance
on the military instrument to a more political strategy. What counts is not obliterating the guerrillas but regaining control
over Macedonian territory and integrating Albanian citizens more fully into the life of the country. Legitimate grievances
need to find serious responses and the polarization of Macedonia's citizens needs to be overcome quickly if the country

is to be saved. This is not the time for business as usual but for decisive political action. To these ends, the international
community should;

Urge the Macedonian government to exploit its military victories for political purposes and end the shelling of
Albanian villages.

« Agree to recognize the Republic of Macedonia by that name, which is a name both Albanians and
Macedonians have wanted.

Insist on serious and continuous political negotiations to produce an "early harvest” of Parliamentary action,

including a new non-ethnic Constitutional preamble, passage of the law on local governance, and use of
Albanian in Parliament,

. Provide a quick package of assistance and investment aimed at overcoming ethnic division and revitalizing the
economy.

« Support a broad dialogue throughout Macedonian society on group and individual rights and responsibilities.

Unify international efforts

The EU, NATO and the OSCE have undertaken noble efforts in Macedonia. But a more unified approach is required.
Experience in southern Serbia suggests that NATO, wielding as it does both military and political clout, must be
engaged, at least politically. Whoever leads the international effort in Macedonia should therefore be named not only by
the EU but also by NATO, and he should be prepared to devote full time to the effort.

The US also needs a ful-time, high-level Balkans envoy, one who can speak authoritatively for the President, the
Secretary of State and the Secretary of Defense on a daihy‘ basis. The region is ;ife with rumors about changes in US
policy, partition plans, withdrawal of US troops, disinterest in capturing war criminals and US support for this or that side
in ongoing conflicts. The Administration needs a consistent and authoritative approach to counter the cacophony of
proposals and leaks that undermine efforts to achieve our objectives in the region.

The United States has invested $20 bilion in Balkans peace efforts. The Europeans have invested much more, We
have never been closer to dividends. Now is not the time to give up or to compete with each other. A strong American
voice is required. Macedonia is the last in a long line of Balkans problems. Get it right and you'll be able to get the troops
out sooner rather than later.

e
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$r<?m: Desp_:_)tc:-vic, Ruza <despot@wish.net>
o: Ksenija Sigulinski <sigu@worldonline.ni>; Globalreflexion <office@globalreflexion.org>; Nico & Neeltje
Steijnen <n.h.van.holst@freeler.nl>: Dolf Loth <dolfloth@hotmail.com>

Sent: zondag 10 juni 2001 12:54

Subject: Fw: NEWS

——- Onginal Message —

From: toorop <cornelius-van-toorop@wanadoo.fr>
To: <Undisclosed-Recipient::>

Sent: Sunday, June 10, 2001 3:30 PM

Subject: NEWS

= 8TRATFOR, 7 June 2001

'

http:/fwww stratfor.com/

VvV

YUGOSLAVIA: THREAT OF WAR IS OVER
Sumimary

vV

v

The return of the Yugoslav army to the last rebel strongheld in Serbia's

= Presevo Valley has come quietly. A [ull withdrawal of rebel forees is

> evident, and resetilement of more than 8,000 civilians to the arca has

= already begun. Unlike in Macedonia, where the conflict with ethnic
Albanian

> rebels has cscalated, in Serbia, the threat of war is gone.

=

> Analysis ‘
=

> Yugoslav forees roll into Debrosin May 31 in a final move lo gain control

= of a section of the previously demilitanized bufler zone.

= The Yugoslav army surrounded three key towns in Serbia last week that had
= bee under the control of ethnic Albanian rebels. The deployment of

> Belgrade's lorees marked the end ol a near 18-month contest between the

= Kosovo Interational Secunty Force (KFOR), Serb torees and Albanian

> insurgents for conlrol of a 3-mile Ground Safety Zone between Kosovo and
= Serbia.

= -

> The mission in Serbia now is to prevent any further fighting and keep the

= conilict in Macedonia from spreading into Serbia. KFOR, the U.N. Mission
in

= Kosovo (UNMIK) and Yugoslav oflicials appear commitied to a genuine
policing

= of Kosovo and the Presevo Valley.

= Kosovar Albanian insurgents had been entrenched along Serbia's

= southwestern border, nearly bringing KIFOR and Yugoslav forces toa
military

= slandoff. A 1999 agreement denied entry of both forees into the buffer
zone, o ‘

> on good faith that KFOR would enforce security in the region.

-

= But rebels under the Liberation Army of Presevo, Medvedja and Bujanovac
> (UCPMB) had filtered into Serbia from Kosovo to annex towns with ethnic
> Albanian majorities. y

> By March 2001, about 4,000 guerrillas were using the buller zone as a

e

:-a:-lavcn and forward base for attacking Serbia. Yugoslav ofTicials accused
KFOR ) 3

> of negligence and of abetting the insurgents by not upholding the 1999
> agreement. NATO ultimately sought assislance from Yugcs_la_wa and permitted
> the Belgrade army into the buffer zone under KFOR supervision.

-

> The army's return was expecled 1o cause a prolonged, low-level border war
= following the assault on the rebel-held arcas. But on Mafy 24, the Yugoslav
> army entered the periphery of the last rebel stronghold from seven

> converging points, and in the following days Serbian 5|_:u.:1al police were
> deployed to rebel command centers in Deobrosin, Veliki Tmovac and Konculj

11-06-0]



> without incident,

> During operations they cleared rebel hous
= communications equipment. Local media |
from

> personnel mines or rebel ambushes. and e
> frontier.

>

> Less than two months ago, the siege of the rebel's strategic towns could

> have led to a border war, but the ground conditions changed dramatically.

> KFOR andvarious representatives of Albanian militants and Yugoslav forces
> negoliated the army's assault on strategic lowns, offering amnesly to

= guerrillas whosurrendered before the deployment.
=

> The rebel commanders subscquently agreed to disband rather than confroni

> the army, with more than 550 rcbels, including the commander of the UCPMB,
> laying down their arms. Albanian militants and moderates also consented to

> the implementation of a multi-ethnic police foree, and individual donor

> nations offered funding for infrastructure and social services in the

> alTected region.

> Granting coneessions to the rebels was key in normalizing the bulTer

Zone,

> but effective policing in Kosovo and Serbia will keep the rebels in check.

-

= UNMIK and KFOR will restrict the number of Kosovo border crossings lo 19,
> and all other crossing points will charge fines or impose up to 1-year

jail

> sentences for non-refugee trespassers. U N, spokeswoman Susan Manucl

> indicated June 4 that UNMIK has introdueed anti-terrorism laws to Kosovo's
> Interim Administration Council to prosecute anyone abetting, organizing or
> fundraisingon behalf of terrorists.

=

> Keeping guns and agitators out of the buffer zone was KFOR’s assignment
> since 1999, and the revamped controls on weapens and border crossings will
> now make an effective solution. Yugoslav forces will also try preventive

> measures in the buffer zone.

=

> Through May, Serb police detained Albanians in towns where rebels
withdrew,

= to ensure any guerrillas did nol masquerade as civilians. The army will

= withdraw

> from all areas - excepl from a handful of towns ence under rebel

control —

>and Serbian special police will oversce the majority of patrols in

> populated areas. Police will continue searching for weapons caches and
> protect civilians from areas under mine-clearing,

> The deployment will be part of Yugeslavia's kinder, gentler policy toward
= Albanians in the buffer zone. Serb patrols in the past have intimidated

and

> insulted Albanians in this arca, drawing skepticism and resentment to the

> planned return. NATO and the KFOR commander will monitor Serb police and
> Yugoslav army support to ensure diseipline and will have the authority to

= remove Yugoslav forces from the zone.

>

> While Macedonia's government is slill facing a prolonged contlict with

= ethnic Albanian rebels and appears close 1o declaring an all-out state of

> war, Yugoslavia will not cxperience another wave of fighting. But the

= potential for conflict will be there, just as it was before the militants

> arrived.

> . .
> This time, however, KIOR, UNMIK and Yugoslav officials appear committed
to

>a )

> genuine policing of Kosovo and the Presevo Valley. Sceurity and

> rescitiement )
= will proceed there through next winter.

=
=

cs and confiscated weapons and
have yet to report any casualtics

alm is apparently restored fo the
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From:

T Christopher Black <bar@idirect.com>

Jare{:! Israel <jedmisrael@yahoo.com>: Vladimir Krsljanin <vlada@sps.org.yu>; David Jacobs
<david@shelljacobs.com>; Charles Roach <charoa@sympatico.ca>; Phil Taylor
_<brum$6@hotm_ail.com>_; Martin Schwarz <centraleurope@europe.com>; John Philpot <jphilpot@alarie-
legault.qc.ca>; Tiphaine Dickson <tiphainedickson@videotron.ca>; André Trembiay
<agtremblay@videotron.ca>; Diana Johnstone <107764.1 16@compuserve.com>; John Laughland
<JLAUGHLAND@aol.com>; Ed Herman <hermane@wharton.upenn.edu>; Michael Mandel
<mmandel@yorku.ca>; Mick Collins <cirqueminime@club-internet.fr>: Louis Dalmas
<Lodalmas@europost.org>: Carol Turner <carol@caro50.freeserve.co.uk>; Bob Jiggins
<r.jiggins@bradford.ac.uk>: Chris Soda <nibirui2@freewwweb.com>; Edik Zwarenstein <ez@ican.net>;
) Peter Erlinder <periinder@wmitchell.edu>; Patric

Sent: vrijdag 10 augustus 2001 10:57

Subject:  Fw: Military Occupation of Macedonia

-—--- Original Message -----

From: Michel Chossudovsky

To: Recipient list suppressed

Sent: Friday, August 10, 2001 12:18 AM
Subject: Military Occupation of Macedonia

The evidence amply confirms that the US and Britain ~in complicity with their NATO partners— have been arming and equipping the
terronists, while paying lip service to constitutional reform in Macedonia.

The "framework document', to be ratified by the leaders of Macedonia's poltical parties has nothing to do with “peace”. It is an act of
surrender by a sovereign country to the enemy, paving the way for the military occupation of Macedonia by NATO troops.

THE MILITARY OCCUPATION OF MACEDONIA
by
Michel Chossudovsky

Professor of Economices, University of Ottawa

The Western press points to the "mediation” of the US and the EU in what is largely portrayed as an “internal confiict’. Public opinion is
led to believe that the Macedonian crisis pertains solely to the social, polifical o _ .

and language rights of the ethnic Albanian minority and that the “international community” is committed to ending the violence
"between government forces and ethnic Albanian insurgents” while assisting opposing

sides to reach a solution.

The truth is that US military personnel is advising and equipping the terrorists. The KLA-NLA 1 America’s proxy military force, KLA-NLA
commanders —who until recently were on the United Nations payroll in Kosovo— were trained by British and American Special Forces.

the KLA-NLA is a well organised mercenary army, which includes recruits from NATO countries as well as Mujahedin (*holy warriors")
from a number of Musiim countries.

The media describes the terrorists as “Albanian rebels" upholding the rights of an ethnic minority in Macedonia. Amply documented,

The Western media mantra portrays America's envoy Ambassador James Pardew as a "foreign faciitator"
inteligence mandate consists in ensuring (through threat, intimidation and political o o
manipuiation) the signing of a “framework document”. The purpose of the Iaﬂe;: is to provide legitimacy to the military occupation of
Macedonia by NATO troops. To reach this objective, the leaders of Macedonia's political o

parties have been deceived and co-opted, and (according to one source) directly bribed by powerful American business interests._1

» when in fact his military-

SURRENDER TO THE ENEMY

The Ohrid “framework document” to be ratified by the leaders of Macedonia's political parties has nothing to do with “peace |t is B
act of surrender by a sovereign country to the enemy.

While the US and EU "mediators” promised that the “peace agreement” would lay the basis for “disarm

yeen ing the rebels" and enforgj
cease-fire, the evidence amply confirms that exactly the opposite will occur. o

10-08.0]
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ATO has no intention to
: : confiscate the w ; ; ; 1 T
terrorists with brand new weapons "Made 1ﬁa£;:?ig;,'t5 own proxy army. Washington has been directly arming and equipping the

Followi i
owing the acceptance of the "framework document" by the Macedonian parties, a NATO spokesperson clarified that:
ISINATO] would not actually disarm ethnic Albanian rebels and would have to rely on their cooperation to lay down their weapons. A

;‘:;TO ofﬁc:]a_{ said the surrender of arms by National Liberation Army (NLA) guerrillas was a matter of trust, and reports that NATO had
given new disarmament guarantees to the former Yugoslav republic's authorities were wrong."2

OPERATION "ESSENTIAL HARVEST"

Code-named "Essential Harvest', NATO's intervention under British command serves three related purposes:

1) NATO Special Forces will be deployed to directly protect the terrorists, including their territorial gains.

2) The intent is to not "disarm the rebels" but to weaken and disable the Macedonian Security Forces as evidenced by the pressure
exerted by Washington on the Ukraine to discontinue its military aid to the Macedonian ARM.

3) The agreement is intem on instiling an atmosphere of ethnic hatred between the Albanian minority and the Macedonian majority,
which would justify military as well as political intervention "on humanitarian grounds".

3) Thg "Frarr)ework Agreement’ lays the basis for the installation of a NATO protectorate (similar to that prevailing in Kosovo and
Bosnia) leading to the destruction of Macedonia as a country.

4) By signing this agreement, the Skopje government relinquishes all its powers and jurisdictions, paving the way for the military
occupation of Macedonia by NATO forces in violation of international law.

MILITARISATION OF THE BALKANS

The transformation of Macedonia into a protectorate of the Western military alliance is a further step in the militarisation of the Balkans.
In many respects, it is reminiscent of the occupation of the Sudetenland province of

Czechoslovakia by Nazi Germany under the Munich Agreement signed between Adolph Hitler and Britain's Prime Min
Chamberlain. The annexation of the Sudetenland to the Third Reich was a stepping stone to

the subsequent invasion of Poland in 1839.

ister Neville

OPPOSING THE FRAMEWORK AGREEMENT

It is important that Macedonian citizens of all ethnic groups join hands in forcefully opposing the invasion of their country by NATO
troops. The ratification of the framework document by the leaders of Macedonia's political parties should be firmly opposed. NATO is

the enemy. It should be understood, however, that even if the “framework document” is not ratified, NATO has already taken the
decision to invade Macedonia.

Both Macedonians and ethnic Albanians are the victims of the NATO sponsored terrori:e.t assaults and should act as much as possible
in solidarity with one another. The important issue of minority rights in Macedonia is an internal matter to be worked out within the
framework of existing national political and social institutions, without outside interference.

NATO is using the issue of social and language rights to trigger divisions between Macedonians and ethnic Albanians. In this insidious
design, NATO is using the pretext of minority social rights to send in troops and occupy the country.

In NATO countries and around the World, citizens —acting individually and collectively within their respective communities- should
understand the seriousness of the situation in Macedonia. The so-called National Liberation Army []\ILA) is a proxy army of the United
States of America. The terrorists are financed and supported by Washington. The war in Macedonia is a war of conquest.

The complicity of the heads of State and heads of government of NATO countries must be confronted. NATO is upholding
international terrorism. It plans to send troops into a sovereign country in vioaltion of its own charter, in defiance of international law and

without legislative assent or parliamentary debate in NATO member countries. The geopolitical implications are far-reaching. The

signing of the Ohrid "framework document" will provide legitimacy to the occupation of Macedonia by NATO troops and the
militarisation of the entire Balkans region.

ENDNOTES

1 &ee Mirko Velinovska, "Dzaferi is paid for the Destruction of Macedonia" Start, Skopje, 4 February.2000. See also BBC Monitorin
Serise, "Macedonian-Albanian daily denies Weekly's Claims about Ethnic Albanian Leader’, A1 TV, Skopje, in Macedonian 1500 g
GMT 15 February 2000).

2 Reuters, 8 August 2001.
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The following texts by the author provide documentary evidence that the US
government is supporting the terrorist assaults:

"Washington Behind the Terrorist Assaults in Macedonia", Ottawa, July 2001, at
hitp:/lemperors-clothes.com/articles/chossiwashbe.htm, also at http:/Aww.antiwar.com/rep/chuss6.html

"Washington Behind the Terrorist Assaults in Macedonia", Ottawa, July 2001, at
http://emperors-clothes.com/articles/chossiwashbe.htm, also at http:/Avww.antiwar.com/rep/chuss6é.html.

"America at War in Macedonia", June 2001,

http://emperors-clothes.com/articles/choss/pipe.htm also at http:./www.antiwar.com/rep/chuss5.html.

"Macedonia: Washington's Military Intelligence Ploy", June 2001,
http:/Avww transnational.orgforum/meet/2001/Chossudov_WashingtPloy. html.

"Washington Finances Ethnic Warfare in the Balkans', Ottawa, April 2001,
http:/lemperors-clothes.com/articles/choss/fin.htm.

C Copyright by Michel Chossudovsky, Ottawa, August, 2001. All rights reserved. Permission is granted to post this text on non-
commercial community internet sites, provided the essay remains intact, the copyright note is dlsplayed and no headers or footers are
added to the article without consulting the author. To publish this text in printed and/or other forms, i

including commercial internet sites
and excerpts, contact the author at chossudovsky@videotron.ca or chossudovsky@sprint.ca, fax: 1-514-4256224.
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__':_"C.'Tm TAFSGE_TS_ <redactie@targets.org>
SO- . <office@globalrefiexion.org>
SEDE- dinsdag 21 augustus 2001 02:23
ubject: THANKS TO UNCLE SAM, MACEDONIANS ARE NO MATCH FOR US
TERRORIST THUG BOASTS:
"THANKS TO UNCLE SAM, MACEDONIANS ARE NO MATCH FOR US!"

Eycwitness report by Scott Taylor, retired Canadian military man, author of

'In;t' an(_! 'Tcst:‘.'d Mettle' (http/femperors-clothes.com/reviews/INAT htm) and
editor of Esprit de Corps' Magazine [21 August 2001]

TETOVO, Macedonia -

Last Monday, international envoys and government oflicials in Macedonia
hammered out a last-minute peace aceord. However, this 11th-hour attempt to
avoid yet another Balkans civil war may yet prove to be a case of too litle,

too late, as the fighling here continues lo escalale.

Under the terms _oi"l.hc agreement, once a solid ceasetire can be established,

a NATO foree of some 3.000 peacekeepers, including a whopping three Canadian
officers, will be deployed in Macedoma. The major task of these troops will

be to disarm the ethnic Albanian guerrillas who have established control of

nearly 30 per cent of Macedonia's territory.

For the battered Macedonian sceunity forces that have fought the guemillas
over the past six months, the arval of the NATO force will be a bitter pill
to swallow.

"If NATO hadn't been arming and cquipping the (guerrillas) in Kosovo there
would be no need for them to disarm these guernllas now in Macedonia," said
Goran Stevanovic, a sergeant with the clite Macedonian police Wolves.

At the diplomatic level, the provision of military aid to the guerrillas is

vehemently denounced, bul on the ground in Macedonia, there is no denying the
massive amount of matericl and expertise supplied by NATO to the guerillas.
Their commanders welcomed me with a shout of "God bless Amenca, and Canada,
too, for all that they have provided to us!"

In the well-built guerrilla bunkers overlooking the besieged city of Tetovo,
there is ample cvidence of U.S. military hardware. Everything {rom sidearms
and sniper nifles to menacing-looking grenade launchers is emblazoned Made in
the USA.

An abundant stock of sophisticated night-vision goggles provide the ‘
guerrillas with a tremendous tactical advantage over the Macedonian secunty
forees. By nightfall, the Macedonians are compelled 1o hole up i their
bunkers while the guerrillas roam with impunity throughout the Tetovo

streets.

ifa] - i dly displayed
Snake Arifaj, a 22-year-old guerrilla platoon commander, prou ]
his unit's in{][;mssive arsenal and said, "Thanks to Uncle Sam, the Macedonians

are no malch for us."

weeks ago, there was a flurry of'diplnm__alic protests filed by the
:[\:gadonian govemment when two U.S. helicopters were obs:crvqc! d:elwenng
supplies to an Albanian village in the mountains above Tetove. Otlicially,
the U.S. claimed their aircrafl were only transporting humanitanian aid.

However, the local guerrilla commander, Commander "Mouse,'_: a 47-year-old UCK
officer in the Tetovo sector contradicted this statement and confirmed that

two US Chinook Heavy Transport Helicopters had in fact delivered "heavy

mortars and ammunition” to the guernilias. As proof of Mouse's claim, on

Thursday the guerrillas began b?mbard_il_lg Tetovo :wth 120-mm and 82-mm
mortars. Judging from the duration and intensity of the bombardment that I
witnessed, ammunition supply is not a problem for the guernllas.

21-08-01



Page 2 of 5

et o G “immy”, a 22-year-old ﬁlba.mar] guerrilla who is alrcady a
are no maich for ourjsolditrs." - “Milltarily, the Macedonians

U.S. also frequently used their tacf; i
. 0 [reque I tactical helicopters to pat
ligence inside Macedonia, wit S

_ » Without authorization from the M ;
government. The sight of the U.§ on trom the Macedonian

The
infel

- choppers prompted the ethnic Albanian

villagers to cheer wildly, wavi ng their arms (o encourage "their” air force.

Further illustration of thjs Albanian sent; US. ai
3 | 1€ iment toward ULS. aircrafl can be
found at the guerrilia brigade he ¢

o S adquarters, just outside Tetovo. Here the
~- UMy platoon wear T-shirts emblazoned with a Nike logo and the words:
"NATO Air - Just Do " ¢ ’

On the other side of this conflict, the woeiully equipped Macedonfan forces
have bm:.n hard pressed to field a credible fighting force. In order to obtain

a peaceful sceession from Yugoslavia in 1992, the fledgling Republic of
Macedonia agreed to tum over all the federal military assets to Serbia /
Montenegro. As a result of their bankrupt treasury and slumping economy,
Macedonia did not put a priority on re-cquipping an army. Flowever, once the
_A._lbam_an guerrillas began their insurgency in March of this year, the
Macedonians had no choice but to rapidly enhance their liny security forces.

Over the past six months, there has been a tremendous infusion of modern

weaponry {mﬁ_mc:ccnary “advisers") into Macedonia, with the bulk of su pport
coming from Ukraine.

Al the height of last week’s fighting, both George Robertson and Javier
Solana - respectively the NATO and European Union secretary generals - made
personal entreaties to Ukraine 1o cut of! this vital military aid,

Given such interference, it's little wonder that the Macedonian majority have
staged violent anti-NATO riots, attacking embassies and McDonuld's
restaurants over the past several weeks,

In the past, Canadian soldiers serving as peacekeepers in the Balkans have
won a hard-camed reputation from all factions for their {aimess and
impartiality. However, afler the 1999 bombing campaign against Yugoslavia,
and now through the provision of illicit aid to the guerrillas, Canada's

foreign ministry is steadily eroding that trust. When. or i, those three
Canadians deploy into wartorn Macedonia, it will no doubt dishearten them to

know that the death and destruction that they encounter was aided and abettcd
by their own government.

(c) Scott Taylor Esprit de Corps Magazine

E-mail: espritdecorp@idirect.com

ke

FURTHER READING ON MACEDONIA -

'Insulting Macedonia' .

Letter to International Herald Tribune ) o .

U.S. Embassy Leaving" & "U.S. Tells Ukraine: Stop Arming Macedonia!”

These three articles can be read at.

hitp://femperors-clothes.com/docs/insult. htm

WHAT NATO OCCUPATION WOULD MEAN FOR MACEDONIANS
Jared Israel — o

It?:: ?:cing touted as the solution, but how would NATO occupation affect

ordinary Macedonian citizens? Three women, keen observers, in dcs:p!mr for

their relatives, talk about the NATO takeover of the Kosovo town of Orahovac.

Can be read at http://'www.emperors-clothes.com/misc/savethe-a.him

Western Media Demonizes Macedonia'

by Rick Rozofl' & Jared Israel S .

George Bush visited Kosovo and made it perfectly clear: the U.S. meansto
recreate the Kosovo nightmare throughout the Balkans. ﬁfnd 1Ihcnf On to Russia.
Can be read at http://emperors-clothes.com/articles/rozofl/shrill.htm
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ORRY, VIRGIN] BUT THEY ARE NATe T
Tarod Torpel IA, BUT THEY ARE NATO TROOPS, NOT REBELS"

‘h“:r::dauthED TRAINLN(J THE KLA? OH. WE LIED™
Y Limes' articles reveals another Anglo-U S/KLA link. At the end of

::'us Post is a uscful (partial) list of relevant articles. Can be read at
tip://emperors-clothes.com/docs/train.htm
mEDOh}IMjI GOVEhRN_M.L.NT ACCUSES US., GERMANY"

Aaccdonian leaders say the U.S. and Germany are in cahoots sponsor Kl
aftack on Macedonia. Can be read at ’ M

htlp:h’c_:mErors—ciolhe&comfdocsfmaccd?.hlrn

"GERMAN PAPER CHARGES: U.S. HAS 'ADVISORS' AMONG ALBANIAN TERRORISTS"
Everybody needs advice sometimes, right? Why do 1 think: *Vietnam™?

"WHAT'S BEHIND KLA STRATEGY IN THE BALKANS?"

Jared Lsrael interviews Kosovo historian Chedomir Pralinchevich

Is there something about ethnie Albanian culture and history that enables the
terrorist Kosovo Liberation Army to establish a base among ordinary people?
OfTers an explanation of’ many mysteries such as why the KLA targets Albanians
in Macedonia. Can be read at

htip://emperors-clothes.com/interviews/strategy.him

"WHY HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH' IS GUNNING FOR MACEDONIA" by Jared Isracl.
Human Rights Watch, seen by many as an idealistic activist group, is focusing

on Macedonia. Mr. Israel argues that HRW is used by the U.S. Establishment to

soflen up countries which Washington wishes to destabilize. The article

includes Paul Treanor's mind-boggling look at who actually runs HRW. Hint:

it's not a bunch of college kids and a civil rights attorney. Can be read at
hitp://emperors-clothes.com/articles/ireanor/hrw htm

#].aughs' and 'Chuckles' in State Dept. Transcripts™
by Professor Michel Chossudovsky .
Where did the KLA get its weapons {rom?

WTHE MILITARY OCCUPATION OF MACEDONIA®

By Michel Chossudovsky -

NATO leaders say they are working for peace. Prof. Chossudovsky charges the
goal is conquest.

"WASHINGTON BEHIND TERRORIST ASSAULTS IN MACEDONIA®
by Professor Michel Chossudovsky L
Prof. Chossudovsky discusses implications of the recent truly amazing mission
by U.S. troops to save ¢ndangered terrorists (and U.S. advisers!) in
Macedonia and other aspects of NATO's proxy war.

"NATO Macedonian Aptitude Test" .
Excerpt from a lop secret NATO Commandants' MAT Quiz
by Lester Schonbrun

Can be read at hitp://emperors-clothes.com/arti cles/schonbrun/mat.htm

“Defend Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia from Lies and Terror!"
Statement by the Committee to Defend Milosevic, issued by a Working Committee

ecting in Belgrade. .
Ean br;grcad ai%:g:yww.cmﬂnrs-cioihca.com!ﬂ| tion/defend.htm
"MESSAGE FROM MACEDONIA"

A reader from Skopje, the Macedonian capital, blasts media disinformation and
reveals the résumés of terrorist leaders. Can be read at

hjtp_:a’fggp_cmgginmcs.ggmr’]cllcmgggc.hlm

"AMERICA AT WAR IN MACEDONIA"
by Michel Chossudovsky . ) o ‘
Prof. Chossudovsky presents evidence that the Macedonian crisis results from
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ism between the U.S. and Ge r

- R iy Tmany, with the fo : ¥
a Zhbl]l?!ng Mac?do'}ra to guarantee control of the C‘I:::::]cs;lrx;lnts oréng Sl
nd a cntical oil pipeline. Can be read at rade route

hllp_::‘femp_emrs—clothcs.com-’articlcsa’chossfgig,hlm

"'I’Elﬂ{ XTI DTLGET o 5 T A TTRT Fra s o foems s
5 wlmeg{{l?hl %t{hu THREATEN CATASTROPHIC CRIMES IN MACEDONIA" This article
i H“ e call for help from the Macedonian town of KUMANOVO (posted

W). Humanitarian terrorists are threatening to unleash eco-disaster. Can

be read at hitp:/emperors-cl thes.com/mac/poisin.htm

::1:)(}0[]0 MALEDONU—'&Nb HELD liUbTA{JI:. BY ALBANIAN TERRORISTS"
e?re\mlness account from KUMANOVO, the northem Macedonian city whose waler

supply has been seized by KLA terrorists. Can be read at

http:// emperors-clothes.com/mac/mac. htm

"ALBANIANS [N MACEDONIA: FACTS AND FICTIONS"

by Diana Johnsione

Ms. Johnstone demolishes the “we're rebelling because we're oppressed”
claims. lsrge] disputes the notion that an Albanian terrorist tail wags the
U.S. dog. Can be read at
htlp:ffemmmrs—clglhes.cnnﬂaﬂiclw’]ghnstoncfﬁu.hlm

"TERRORISM AGAINST SERBIA IS NO CRIME"

by Jared Israel and Rick Rozoff

NATO released about 450 ‘captured' KLA terrorists in time for them to attack
Macedonia. Are they nuts? Or is there stralegy in their madness? Can be read
at htip://emperors-clothes.com/articles/jared/nocrime.him

"GENTLE REIGN: WASHINGTON MAKES IT PERFECTLY CLEAR IN KOSOVO & MACEDONIA"
by Jared Israel

A close look at the relationship between the U.S. military in Kosovo and the
KLA finds it to be a) unusual and b) entirely illegal: Washington is
sponsoring terrorism. Can be read at

http://emperors-clothes com/articles/jared/gentle.htm

"KLA ATTACKS EVERYONE. MEDIA ATTACKS... MILOSHEVICH?"
by Jared Israel )

Media coverage ol KLA terrorism against Macedonia and southern Serbia
uncovers the real culprit, now and forever: Slobodan Miloshevich! Our editor
walks down memeory lane, examining a decade of slander against the Yugoslav
leader and finds the whole thing.. ludicrous. Can be read at

http://emperors-clothes.com/articles/jared/expan.htm

"iWE DENIED TRAINING THE KLA? OH. WE LIED."

‘Sunday Times' articles reveals another Anglo-U.S./KLA link. At the end of
this post is a useful (partial) list of relevant articles. Can be read at
htp://emperors-clothes.com/docs/train.htm

Sign up for Emperor's Clothes email list - Well send you ~one article/day
(You can join at http:/emperors-clothes.com/feedback.htm )

Have You Seen the Movie, 'Judgrpem"?

it Shatters Media Lies about Bosnia.

If you haven't scen JUDGMENT and you care about what happened in Bosnia -
get a copy!

Do you remember the pictures of the emaciated Muslim man supp?scdly .hc]d ina
barbed-wire concentration camp? The pictures were phony, and this movie
proves it, using original footage lo show step by step how these photos were
fabricated.

several th d copies of Judgment' have been sold and nob'udy has disputed
iur c]aim,olllfms:ri]l pmgfcs that these pictures, which laid the basis for the
demonization of the Serbian people, are fake.

Here's a deal. Buy ‘Judgment' and if you don't want to keep i, for any
reason, send it back, and we'll return your money.

PRICE
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T0 ORDER

BY MALL - Send check to EMPERORS CLOTHES. PO Box 610.321 N M
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054610301 Box 610-321, Newton, MA
BY PHONE - call 617-916-1705 from 8:30 am to 4:30 PM Eastern Standard Time
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Since your payment will be listed as a donation, send us an email at
emperors1000(@aol.com so we know the money is 1o purchase a film(s).

Show_lhi'_s movie 1o [riends, relatives, organizations, churches, unions,
schools. Show it on TV.
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From: Jovan Grbic <ssicc@planet.nl>

To: <Joveljic.Nebojsa.N@bhp.coms>; <n.h.van.holst@freeler.nl>: <camp@antiimperialista.com>;
<my636847@asianhistory.myweb.nl>: <michel.collon@skynet.be>; <106057.1021@compuserve.com>;

Sent <dceca@yubc.net>; <vlada@sps.org.yu>; <despot@wish.net>

s zondag 2 september 2001 10:44
Subject:  Nato must remain untii the job is done

Comment: In this article Noel Malcolm reveals that the reason for
bombing Yugoslavia was not to prevent genocide but {o stop Milosevic
trom destabilising Macedonia! It 1s extraordinary that he chooses to
relate this incident at all but it clea rly reveals the bankruptey of
thought behind one of the chict architects of anti-Serb poliey in
Bntain. He blatantly disregards the fact that the "350,000" people
displaced in the year before NATO aggression did not leave Kosovo -
not until after the bombing started. One can only imagine that he is

rying to slither from one untenable position o another without
anyone nolicing...

Sunday Telegraph 2nd September 2001
Nato must remain until the job is done
By Noel Malcolm (Filed: 02/09/2001)

NOT long after the end of the war in Kosovo, I was returning from a
visit there when I was stopped at Skopje airport by a Macedonian
official who recognised my name.

"So, you are a hisl?ﬁan?" he asked. "Yes," I said warily, sensing
some hostility in his tone and bracing myself for a disquisition on
medieval history.

"Tell me this," he continued, "what is your historical explanation
tor
the wicked Nato aggression in Kosovo to help Albanian bandits?"

I felt that this question was not asked in a spirit of pure
historical inquiry, but I gave it the best answer [ could,

I said: "The Western governments acted over Kosovo not bcn:aus? they
cared about the Kosovars but because they cared about Macedonia.

"They were afraid that if Milosevic's policy was not stopped, it
would o . .
have the eflect of destabilising your country. They acted to help
you."

"What? What?" He was shouting now, and his eyes were bu]ging; his
colleagues had stopped what they were doing and were all staring at
us.

Suddenly I had become the focal point of a Balkan H. M. Bateman
cartoon. | had a plane to catch; I made my excuses, and caught it.

As British troops moved into northemn Maf:c@onin last week, I found
myself running over that conversation again in my mind. The answer [
gave was, [ believe, correct.

Milosevic had driven more than 350,000 Albanians from their homes in
the year before Nato took action over Kosovo.

Iff the territory beyond Kosovo's borders had consisted o['cndlcs_sl
expanses of vacant land, the Western powers would have done little to
stop a permanent resettlement of the Kosovar population there.

But in fact that territory consisted of'a small state, containing a
population of two million, a fragile democracy and an uneasy modus
vivendi between a Slav majority and a minority (roughly one third) of

02-09-01
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" Albanians,

complete breakdown of Macedonia wifh -
i o dm&d:;cdoma, with a further bloody war, was the

Do 1I!c events of the Jast s
conllict betweer Albania
that

't:"a!o Bol il wrong, and that ils intervention over Kosovo has actually
rought about the Macedon 1an war of'its worst nightmares?

X months - the gradual onset of armed
ns and Slavs in northern Macedonia - mean

Not really. Such a war has not happened yet, and there is a good
chance that it can be prevented. In any case, there can be little
l{}gllt'- in blaming that Nato intervention fior destabilising Macedonia,
while at the same time choosing to ignore the effiects on Macedonia
that Milosevic's policies, unchecked, would have had.

Logic, unfortunately, is not the only thing that acis on people's
minds, as the case of that airport official showed.

The hostility towards Nato nursed by much of the majority Slav
population in Macedonia arises not only from the feeling that this
small country has been pressured and arm-twisted by the West - a
{eeling which is understandable enough.

What it is mainly based on isa deep suspicion towards, and prejudice
against, the country’s Albanian minority.

The groups of Slav Macedonians who gathered in the centre o' Skopje
on

June 25 chanting the slogan *Albanians to the gas chambers” were, no
doubt, an extreme case.

Most Macedonians have never got worked up about Albanians in the
past;

they had no reason 1o, as the two communities led almost parallel
lives, interacting hardly at all.

But at the back of' many Macedonian minds there was always the feeling
that Albanians were alien and inferior, and could not claim equal
rights in their country,

That fecling is what gives popular support to the hard-line
nationalist element in the Macedonian government - centred on the
minister of the interior, Ljube Boskovski, who controls the special
police.

The same fecling, presumably, motivated the unknown person who hurled
the conerete block that killed Sapper lan Collins last week.

When even the Macedonian government spokesman declares that “Nato is
not our enemy, but it is the big (rend of our enemies”, we should

not

be surprised if teenage thugs take that argument and simplily it a

litile further,

There can be no doubt that the primary responsibility for these |ast

six months of fighting lies on the Albanian side: it was Albanian

rebels who took up arms. Yet the most dangerous obstacle to peace now
lies on the Slav Macedonian side.

The political agreement brokered by the Western powers docs satisfy
the main demands of the Albanians, most of whom have been fighting

not
for a change of borders but for an improvement of their status within

Macedonis; but it leaves the Macedonian hard-liners angry and
resentful,

If (and it is a big if) the agreement is passed by the Macedonian

Page 2 of 3
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Farliamc?l and properly i‘mpicpwnlcd,_mosl of the Albanian rebels will
have no further wish to fight. But implementation wiil take time.
Tl‘Nglo will.'hdraws on the 30th day, Mr Boskovski will send in his
special _pc]lcehqln the 31st day - as he has promised - to reclaim

"every last millimetre of Macedonian soil",

The ltzghting will restart, and we shall discover, not to our
surprise, that the Albanians have kept a few weapons afler all.

So there is good news and there is bad news. The good news is that
Armageddon has not come yet to Macedonia, and need not come at all.

The political agreement can prevent it, if' followed through in good
taith. The bad news is that some Nato deployment - though not

necessarily a British one - will have to stay there for many months
lo

Ccome.

Nato did not bomb Kosove for fun two years ago; it had sirong reasons
for wanting to prevent the collapse of Macedonia. Those reasons are
no

less strong today.

Noel Malcolm is the author of Kosovo: A Short Hislory

02-09-01
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¥ Yan holst en steijnen

Frcrm: Despotovic, Ruza <despot@wish.net>

To: Marrie Kardol <mkardol@mac.com>; Jan Beentjes <beentjes@knoware.nl>; Henny Loodewijk
<w.postma@hccnet.nl>; <speerpunt@wxs.nl>; Globalreflexion <office@globalreflexion.org>; Nico &
Neeltje Steijnen <n.h.van.holst@freeler.nl>

Sent: donderdag 14 maart 2002 14:45

Subject: nieuws 14/03/02

Yugoeslavia does no longer exist. According to agreement signed today
about future relations of Serbia and Montengra new state will be called
Serbia and Montengro, it will have joint parliament and president who
will be the primeminister at the same time, as well as 5 joint

functions

The ICTY is to pronounce on Saturday the verdict in the original
jurisdiction’s procedure against Milorad Krnojelac, former war

supervisor of the prison in Srbinje, charged with crimes against

humanity and viclation of the laws and customs of war. In the final
speeches, holded on last year's July, the prosecutor had requestsd the
22 vezrs pnson iz 2nd while Defense asked for the releasing verdict.
The Serbian, Montenegrin and federal officiz!z hzve beoun, zroend 1030,
ime oreooroiony iz efore signing the agreement on new united state

of Serbia and Montenegro.

UN Secretary General Kofi Annan says that coclusion of the ICTY"s work
depends, first of all, from Karadzic's and Mladic's appearance before
it. '

The trial against Slobodan Milosevic is resumed today with
cross-examination of the Prosecution witness Patrick Ball.

The OSCE won't finance the forthcoming local elections in Kosmet, O5CE'S
spokesman Sven Lindholn says.

UNMIK Chief Michael Steiner says he'll continue to cooperate il s
Beiorade sulioniiss. nbhasizing that beginning of the dialogue is in
Kosmet Albanians' iterest, and that, in spite of it's still opened final
status, Kosmet is still part of Yugoslavia.

Serbian Premier Zoran Djindjic says early this morning that name of the

new state will be Serbia and Montenegro.

Yugoslav President Vojislav Kostunica has stated, stsr the masinz o
she Eoderation Palace, that agreement between Serbia and Montenegro will

declare a base for the future Constitution.

European Unien high representative for foreign policy and security
Javier Solana has stated, around 2 am, that talks on redefining the
relations between Serbia and Montenegro will be resumed in 10.30 amin

the Federation Palace.

the talks on redefining the relations between Serbia and
ve confirmed early this morning that after 12 hours of
was reached and is to be signed

Participants of
Montenegro ha
negotiations, a relations agreement

during the day.

t of the
UNMIK spokesperson Susan Manuel says that announcemer
Cuu:'dinasﬁ:n Centre for Koswo-Melohug Chief N_gpqga Cn\f!c lha_t‘
Belgrade authorities will deliver to UNMqr. tvmy Alanian wisuisd n
Ser?:ia. is a step forward In the cooperation between the UNMIK and the

Yugoslav authorities.
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From: Jovan Grbic <ssicc@planet.ni>
To: <n.h.van.holsi@freefer.ni>
Seni: dinsdag 4 septemnber 2001 14:18

Subject: TUZBA PROTIV NATO PRED EVROPSKIN SUDOW

LI'ULBA PORODICA PGGINULIH RADNIKA R1S PROTIV NATO PRED EVROPSKIM SUDOM
ZA LJUDSKA PRAVA

Besplaina usluga britanskih advokata

London, 3. septembra (Tanjug)

Poradice radnika Radio-televizije Srbije koji su poginuli kad je NATO

u aprilu 1999, podine bombardovao fu medijsku kueuo, dobiee besplatnu
pravnu pomoc u sporu pred Livropskim sudom za ljudska prava, kome su
podneli tuzbu protiv clanica severmoatlantske vojne alijanse s

obrazlozenjem da je po evropskom pravu taj napad bio nezakonit, pise
danas lendonski "Independent”,

Sud iz Strazbura je izabrao jednu britansku advokatsku finnu da
zastupa interese tih porodica koje su tuzile Veliku Britaniju i jos
16

clanica NATO, zato "sio su ucestvovale ili odobrile” fu akeiju.

Porodice smairaju da su cvropske clanice NATO prekrsile pravo na
zivot

i slobodu izrazavanja koje stiti Evropska konvencija o ljudskim
pravinui.

‘T'uzba nije mogla da bude podneta protiv SAL i Kanade jer ne podiezu
nadleznosti tog evropskog tribunaia.

Porodice zriava oviastile su advokatsku firmu iz Koleestera da

zahteva )

odstetu i presudu kojom ce biti definisani parametri delovanja NATO u
buducim operacijama, pise "Indipendent”,

‘T'uzbu sudu u Strazburu podnele su cefiri porodice zrtava NATO
bombardovanja i jedna od osoba kaja je prezivela taj napad, u kome je
u neci 23, aprila ubijeno 16 1 ranjeno isto tolike adiika KTS.

Prva sednica Livropskog suda bice odrzana 24. oktobra a advokati,
takode britanski, koji ce zastupati elanice NA'TO, nastojace da u

startu ospore nadleznost suda pre nego sto budu morali da dokazuju da
su neosnovane optuzbe da su te zemlje prekrsile Livropsku konveneiju o

ljudskim pravima.

Po njima, posto Jugosiavija nije potpisnik te konveneije onda je
{uzba
izvan nadleznosti suda u Strazburu.

ica, Toni I'i j i latnu pravnu
Advokat porodica, Toni Liser, kaze da je sud dodeh.o_bc_sp
pomoe za odgovor na "preliminamne primedbe” NATO i da se nada da ce

dobiti i dodatna sredstva kako bi mogao da prisustvuje "prethodnom
saslusanju”.

Jiser kaze da se radi o "cisto pravnom slucaju”, bez politickih
tonova.

Od britanske viade i drugih NATO clanica zatrazeno je da odgovore na
pitanje koja im je druga alternativna akeija bila na raspolaganju pre
nego sto su odobrile bombardovanje.

Londonski list podseca da je NATO opravdavao svoj napad na RTS time

06-09-01
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da

1:} lf:.Icviz.ijsI:;u slupiuca emituje propagandu "koju preuzimayu i dalje

bujt. /.apadn_l modn:__. kao i da su premijer Toni Bler 1 tadasniji sl
ritanske diplomatije Robin Kuk branili tu akeiju,

(14 . -

NI:;JLI{a_nah dufuijnu du_sc s2mo poremeli olrovna propaganda
Milosevica, Podjednako je vazno da mi omogucimo da njegov narod sazna
1slinu”, rekao je lada Kuk.

sbwlliﬂﬂjc deo Milosevicevog diklutorskog aparata i moei i koristi

iv

;:a. cl_uiuku ciseenje Kosova", rekao je Bler, prema cilaiu iz
Indipendenia”,

PRED EVROPSKIM SUDOM ZA LIUDSKA PRAVA U STRAZBURU
Tuzeno 17 dreava clanica NATO-a
Krajem okiobra saslusanje porodica nustradalih u RTS-u

Pred Evropskim sudom za ljudska prava u Strazburu krajem oklobra ce
bifi odrzano sasiusanje povodom fuzbe koju su porodice nastradalih u
bombardovanju RTS-a 1999, godine pokrenule profiv 17 dreava clanica
NATO-a.

Tuzbu pred sudom u Stracburu su podnele eelirl porodice poginulifi i
jedan povredeni radnik RTS-a, izjavila je za agenceiju Bela
koordinator

za pravna piianja Beogradskoyg cenira za ljudska prava Taljana Papie.

Ona je rekla da e krajem oklobra u Sirarbury biii sashusane porodice
koje su podnele tuzbu.

Tatjana Papic je dodala da su fuzene drzave polpismee Evropske
konvencijc o zaslili judskih prava, dok SRI nije polpisnica log
dokumenta, jer jos nije postala clan Saveia Evrope,

Porodice stradalih u RTS-u i povredeni radnik (e firme podneli su
{uzbu 1999. godine, posle intervencije NATO-a.
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Bosnia and The fake Tribunal at The Hague: 3 Articles

GEOSTRATEGY-DIRECT INTELLIGENCE BRIEF
U.8. gave green light
to terrorists in Bosnia

Yugoslavia policy helped build base in Europe for Hezbollah, others

Posted: April 24, 2002

5:00 p.m. Eastern

Editor's note: WorldNetDaily brings readers exclusive, up-to-the-minute

global intelligence news and analysis from Geostrategy-Direct, a new online
newsletter edited by veteran journalist Robert Morton and featuring the
“Backgrounder” column compiled by Bill Gertz. Geostrategy-Direct is a
subscription-based service produced by the publishers of WorldTribune.com, a
free news service frequently linked by the editors of WorldNetDaily.

7 2002 WorldNetDaily.com

The Dutch government has released a report that detalls the alliance between
the United States and the Islamic effort to help Bosnian Muslims. The report
determined that the United States provided a green light to groups on the
State Department list of terrerist organizations to operate in Bosnia, This
included the Lebanese-based Hezbollah. For the European Union, the U.S.
effort marks a stain that calls into question Washington's war on terrorism.

For nearly a decade, the Clinton administration helped Islamic insurgents
aligned with Chechnya, Iran and Saudi Arabia destabilize the former
Yugoslavia. The insurgents were allowed to bring weapons and explosives to
Bosnia-Herzegovina and fight Serbs and their allies. The insurgents also
were allowed to move further east to Kosova,

The United States was helped by a range of Muslim countries ? from Iran and
Saudi Arabia to Turkey. In short, the Clinton administration thought that

the stronger the Muslims in Bosnia, the weaker the Serbian hold over
Yugoslavia,

Today, there are tens of thousands of islamic insurgents throughout such
countries as Bosnia, Croatia and Kosove, and many of them are moving west to
Austria, Hungary, Germany and Switzerland.

The U.S. Defense Department, which helped run the Islamic weapons smuggling
operation in Bosnia, now faces a huge blowback problem as many Hezboallah
operatives have moved to greener pastures in Western Europe. Over the last
decade, Islamic extremism has increased its sirength in such countries as
Britain, France, Germany and Sweden to the point where their foreign policy

is hampered. :

The Islamic blowback is believed to be vast. These days, Bosnia ? under
heavy [ranian influence ? is regarded as too dangerous for senior U.5.
officials to visit. Both Bosnia and Kosovo also serve as launching pads for
terrorist attacks both in the West and in the Middle East.

than a few European countries, consequently, have turned their nose up
mﬁ Bush admhistl'zt?un‘s appeal to take Is!ambr:: ;enonsrn seriously.

U.S.-led forces desecrate Serbian church?
Letter to Bush protests alleged violence by peacekeeping troops

Posted: April 25, 2002
1:00 a.m. Eastern

By Aleksandar Pavic
2 2002 WorldNetDaily.com

in Bosnia
rblan Orthodox Church Is charging the peacekeeping force in
I.'ih; ﬁ‘glently desecrating church property in its search for suspects wanted

by the War Crimes Tribunal in The Hague.

26-04-02



an April 11 letter addressed
ylvaster, commander of the S
High Commissioner Wolfgang
behavior of U.S -led troops.

to U.S. President Bush, Gen. John B.

FOR_ peacekeeping force in Bosnia, and Bosnian
Petritsch, the Serbian Church protested the

Written by Serb Patriarch Pavle in

the name of the Holy S f
the letter refers to y Synod of Bishops,

3 enormously unpleasant situations which the faithful of

the Serbian Orthodox Church experienced on Feb. 28 and March 1, 2002, when
the soldiers of the SFOR peacekeeping forces violently burst into these
villages claiming to search for [former Bosnian political and military

leader] Radovan Karadzic. They used explosive and other objects to smash
doors and barge into houses, ambulances and even schools."

Even though U.S. officials have expressed opposition to the newly ratified
International Criminal Court, there is an urgency to round up people in
Bosnia wanted for alleged war crimes to stand trial in another international
court, the Hague Tribunal, U.S. War Crimes Ambassador Pierre-Richard
Prosper, on April 18, traveled to Bosnia to inform the Serb leadership that
“there would be no economic or political progress in Republika Srpska (the
Serb part of Bosnia)" until Karadzic and Ratko Miadic stood trial at The
Hague. He went on to say that "Republika Srpska risked falling behind other
countries for not cooperating with the Hague Tribunal" and that its

"citizens would continue suffering while Radovan Karadzic was free.”

In addition, the U.S. administration has continued applying economic and
political pressure against neighboring Yugoslavia, compelling it to pass an
unconstitutional law that sets the rules for "cooperation with The Hague"
and to issue arrest wammants against alleged Hague suspects.

The intensified search for suspects in Bosnia has caused Karadzic to
resurface from his seven-year exile to protest the methods used in the hunt.

The letter goes on to say that the Serbian Orthodox Church is "shocked and
appalled by the behavior of the SFOR soldiers to innocent civilians,

especially by their violent entering the Church of the Dormition of the Most
Holy Mother of God at Celebici, with weapons, where they scattered sacral
objects in the altar and smashed the glass within the chalice [used) for

giving the Holy Communion to priests and people. ... The Church in which our
faithful pray to God, receive the Holy Communion, are christened and married
has been desecrated. Religious feelings of our faithful, their human dignity
and safety have been violated." The letter concludes with an appeal that
"measures be taken so that nothing similar should ever happen again."

This is not the first time that the Serbian Church has appealed to Western

leaders to stop the threat to its churches. Since the NATO-led KFOR troops

came to the Serbian province of Kesovo after the bombing of Yugoslavia in

June 1999, more than 100 Orthodox churches have been damaged or destroyed by
Albanian Islamicists in the presence of the 50,000-plus-strong Western

military forces.

In the April 24 edition of the Belgrade weekly Nedeljni Telegraf, rana

letter written by Karadzic to Kosta Cavoski, a close friend and leading
Yugoslav legal authority and Hague opponent, in which he says that he has
been "eamnestly trying to avoid an encounter with the SFOR troops for the
past seven years ... and that it would be better if Gen. Sylvester did the
same, [for] in that encounter | may not pass very well an'd would prul:?ably
pass very badly in the technical sense, but | would certainly be the winner
in the moral sense.”

Sylvester, continues Karadzic, "could come out the winner only if we don't
meet, that is, if he refuses the role of policeman and bounty hunter.

i i nts to equate
Karadzic also expresses his wonder as to "why Gen. Sylvester wa
his soldiers with cruel bounty hunters” and whether his soldiers' parents
know that "their children break into houses of our innocent cmlians: in the
middle of the night and frighten our children, who fall unconscious” from

shock.

“tri ' that is hunting him, Karadzic goes on to ask
!zagtﬁggdﬁ:ﬁuﬁgma;mman is it that first arrests and only then
compiles evidence ... which has held mr_spagker of tt_wa House, who has had
no role in the executive branch, in detention without trial for two years,
further wondering whether "such things are allowed in Gen. Sylvester's

cmnw.n

"Presi me
i radzic wonders whether "President Bush, Gen. Sylvester's supre
::::m:daer, knows that his general writes letters of blackmail in which he
threatens innocent civillans.”

Page 2 of 4
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an April 11 letter addressed to U.S. President Bush, Gen. John B.
yivester, commander of the SFOR peacekeeping force in Bosnia, and Bosnian

High Commissioner Wolfgang Petritsch, the Serbi
i e iy ; ian Church protested the

Written by Serb Patriarch Pavle in the name of the Holy Synod of Bishops,

the letter refers to "enormously unpleasant situations which the faithful of

the Serb_mn Orthodox Church experienced on Feb, 28 and March 1, 2002, when
ll_'le soldiers of the SFOR peacekeeping forces violently burst into these

villages claiming to search for [former Besnian political and military

leader] Radovan Karadzic. They used explosive and other objects to smash
doors and barge into houses, ambulances and even schools."

Even though U.S, officials have expressed opposition to the newly ratified
interr_natianal Criminal Court, there is an urgency to round up people in
Bosnia wanted for alleged war crimes to stand trial in another international
court, the Hague Tribunal. U.S. War Crimes Ambassador Pierre-Richard
Prosper, on April 18, traveled to Bosnia to inform the Serb leadership that
“there would be no economic or political progress in Republika Srpska (the
Serb part of Bosnia)" until Karadzic and Ratko Mladic stood trial at The
Hague, He went on to say that “Republika Srpska risked falling behind other
countries for not cooperating with the Hague Tribunal” and that its

"citizens would continue suffering while Radovan Karadzic was free.”

In addition, the U.8. administration has continued applying economic and
political pressure against neighboring Yugoslavia, compelling it to pass an
unconstitutional law that sets the rules for "cooperation with The Hague"
and to issue arrest warrants against alleged Hague suspects.

The intensified search for suspects in Bosnia has caused Karadzic to
resurface from his seven-year exile to protest the methods used in the hunt.

The letter goes on to say that the Serbian Orthedox Church is "shocked and
appalled by the behavior of the SFOR soldiers to innocent civilians,

especially by their violent entering the Church of the Dormition of the Most
Holy Mother of God at Celebici, with weapons, where they scattered sacral
objects in the altar and smashed the glass within the chalice [used] for

giving the Holy Communicn to priests and people. ... The Chureh in which our
faithful pray to God, receive the Holy Communion, are christened and married
has been desecrated. Religious feelings of our faithful, their human dignity
and safety have been violated." The letter concludes with an appeal that
"measures be taken so that nothing similar should ever happen again."

This is not the first time that the Serbian Church has appealed to Western

leaders to stop the threat to its churches. Since the NATO-led KFOR troops

came to the Serbian province of Kosovo after the bombing of Yugoslavia in

June 1999, more than 100 Orthodox churches have been damaged or destroyed by
Albanian Islamicists in the presence of the 50,000-plus-strong Western

military forces.

In the April 24 edition of the Belgrade weekly Nedeljni Telegraf, ran a

letter written by Karadzic to Kosta Cavoski, a close friend and leading
Yugoslav legal authority and Hague opponent, in which he says that he has
been "earnestly trying to aveid an encounter with the SFOR troops for the
past seven years ... and that it would be better if Gen, Sylvester did the
same, [for] in that encounter | may not pass very well and would probably
pass very badly in the technical sense, but | would certainly be the winner
in the moral sense.”

Sylvester, continues Karadzic, "could come out the winner only if we don't
meet, that is, if he refuses the role of policeman and bounty hunter.

i N to equate
Karadzic also expresses his wonder as to "why Gen. Sylvester \:-.fants
his soldiers witlﬁ:rmei bounty hunters" and whether his soldiers’ parents
know that “their children break into houses of our innocent cwu!nans_ in the
middle of the night and frighten our children, who fall unconscious™ from
shock.

i the "tribunal” that is hunting him, Karadzic goes on to ask
R':hf?ltnllo-'lgm:}%r court and prosecution is it that first arrests and only then
compiles evidence ... which has held our speaker of the House, who has had
no role in the executive branch, in detention without trial for two years,
further wondering whether "such things are allowed in Gen. Sylvester's

country.”

i Karadzic wonders whether “President Bush, Gen. Sylvester's supreme
gg‘na:r?énder. knows that his general writes letters of blackmail in which he

threatens innocent civilians."
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last is in reference to an April 8 letter written by S

! 181 ylvester to
other Bosnian Serb, Zvonko Bajagic, in which he urges him to "appeal to
ur fne'nd Radwaq Kﬂradzrc to give himself i

faced with the possibility of “legal complications resulting in a thorough

and expensive investigation that mi ht cause i i
B e [s] Yyou financial and emotional

Karadzic is being sought by the Tribunal for i i

; allegedly taking part in the
nrgar:gaticn of a_"mgssacre" of Bosnian Muslims in the "U.N. demilitarized
Zone™ in Srebrenica in July 1995. This is also one of the main charges

chir}g former Yugeslav leader Slobodan Milosevie, who is currently standing
trial in The Hague.

Las'(_\l'-l'e'ek, the publication of the results of a five-year long official Dutch
Inqmry_lnto the events taking place in Srebrenica caused the resignation of
the entire Dutch government, In a section dealing with the work of various
!urem_gn intelligence agencies during the Bosnian conflict, the report
Impi_lcates the Pentagon with, among other things, supporting the airlift of
Iranian and Turkish armaments financed with Saudi Arabian money into the

"demilitarized” Muslim enclave of Srebrenica just before its fall to Bosnian
Serb forces.

As quoted by the London Guardian, the report also states that the CIA was
opposed to the Pentagon policy of allying with “radical Islamist groups from
the Middle East, some of the same groups that the Pentagon is now fighting
in ‘the war against terrorism,’ [including] Afghan mujahedin and Hezbollah.”

Back in June 1998, in an interview given to the Bosnian weekly “Dani." the
former police chief of Srebrenica went so far as to implicate former
President Clinton in offering to stage the fall of Srebrenica in order to
ensure a NATO intervention. Apparently, former Muslim Istamic leader Alija
Izetbegovic, told him at a 1993 meeting that "[y]ou know, | was offered by
Clinton in April 1993 ... that the Chetnik [Serb] forces enter Srebrenica,

carry out a slaughter of 5,000 Muslims, and then there will be a military
intervention.

Friday, 26 April, 2002, 09:38 GMT 10:38 UK
Army chief to reject war crimes charges

General Ojdanic maintains he has done nothing wrong

The former head of the Yugoslav army will make his first appearance at the war crimes tribunal in The Hague on Friday where he is expected to plead
innocent to charges of crimes against humanity.

Surrenders

Dragoljub Ojdanic, former army chief of staff

Nikola Sainovic, former Yugoslav deputy prime minister

Milan Martic, former Croatian Serb rebel leader

Mile Mrksic, former army officer

Viadimir Kovacevic, former army officer

Momecilo Gruban, former Bosnian Serb prison guard o ‘ .

General Dragoljub Ojdanic, who led the army during the 1998-1999 against quwo-Atbaman insurgents, is the most senior war crimes suspect to appear
before the tribunal since former president Slobodan Milosevic made his debut in February.

He faces five counts of crimes against humanity and violations of the laws or custorns of war relating to the Kosove campaign, in which thousands of
people were killed and hundreds of thousands driven from their homes.

His voluntary surrender to the Hague court was hailed on Thursday by Washington, where the State Department praised his "courageous decision and his
show of leadership”.

Mr Ojdanic was the first of 23 people ordered last week to surrender by the Yugeslav Government to turn himself in,
"I have nothing to feel ashamed of," Mr Ojdanic said before his departure to the Netherlands. "My conscience is clear.”
He also declared he had "nothing" to say which could incriminate Mr Milosevic, who was extradited against his will last June.

US pressure

General Ojdanic has joined 40 other suspects held at the special UN unit in Scheveningen, near the tribunal, but hopes he might be released pending
trial, as other suspects who have surrendered voluntarily have been.

Serbian President Milan Milutinovic is also cn the wanted list

luntarily. They include former Yugeslav Deputy Prime Minister Nikola Sainovic
ix of the 23 e named last week have said they will surrender vo :
3::2! ;I::Geniral g?:ﬂic. is indicted on the same charge sheet as Mr Milosevic.

Two of the most wanted suspects, Bosnian Serb wartime leader Radovan Karadzic and his military chief Ratko Miadic remain at large.

26-04-02
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ugoslavia is under immense financial pressure from the United States, which froze economic aid at the end of March after the country failed to meet a
eadline to start handing over suspects to the UN tribunal.
While welcomi

ng Mr Ojdanic's surrender on Thursday, State Department spokesman Richard Boucher said much remained to be done if the freeze on
the $40m in assistance was to be lifted.

Wk fis > ia_for
“While we see this as a positive step, both on  the part of the individuals answering the charges as well as on the part of the government of Yugoslavia fo
facilitating this, at this point we have not made any further decisions with regard to certification.”

In addition to the continued surre

nder of suspects, Mr Boucher said the State Department wanted Belgrade to open up its military archives to investigators
from the tribunal who are keen to use the material as evidence.

26-04-02
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"Glas Javnosii"

Another irrational decision of the international community

THE DECANI MONASTERY
STRIPPED OF ITS LAND

roto-syncellus Sava Janjic from
Pthe Decani Monastery, also mem-

ber of the Serbian national Coun-
cil of KosMet revealed recently that Ms.
Helina Kakarinen - the local UN admin-
istrator for Decani, informed the monks
from the Decani Monastery, that the
regional UNMIK administration for the

Pec County - headed by Alain Le Roi -

decided to prohibit the use of the land
restituted to the monastery by the Ser-
bian government before the aggres-
sion.

In fact, after World War I, the
Communist government in Decani
seized 805 hectares of land owned by
the monastery. In the '70s a honey pro-
ducing co-operative with modern pack-

Letter of Support to the President of the Republic by 828
Albanians from Kosovo and Metohija

TERROR, CRIME AND ANARCHY

REFLECT THE ON
KFOR A

Pristina, June 6 (TANJUG)
he Democratic Reform party of
I the Albanians of Kosovo and
Metohija, sent a letter of support
today to the President of the Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia Slobodan Milo-
sevic siressing his implementation of
the policy of joint life and equal rights of
all the inhabitants of Kosovo and Meto-
hija, and of the policy of peace, toler-
ance and reason. The letter, signed by
828 Albanians from all over Kosovo and
Metohija states:

“Dear Mr. President,

We hereby greet you and address
you in this form to offer our full support
to your political struggle for the unity
and prosperity of our country - the
Republic of Serbia and the Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia.

We Albanians from Kosovo and
Metohija can no longer endure nor tol-
erate the wave of terror against our citi-
zens, neighbours and friends. This
avalanche of terror, crime and anarchy
reflects the one-year mission by KFOR
and UNMIK.

Many of our neighbours have
disappeared, others have been Killed or
expelled. What has been going on the

past year Kosovo and Metohija - the

E-YEAR MISSION BY
ND UNMIK

ethnic cleansing in the presence of the
so-called peacekeepers and of the local
traitors and their helpers - is certainly the
biggest crime in the history of mankind.

Hoping for a better future, trusting
our democratic parties and above all
the Democratic Reform Party of the Alba-
nians, its leadership and our activists who
have been with us all this time, encourag-
ing us and urging us to resist, we have
managed to sift the good from bad and to
prove who are the terrorist gangs, and
who are peaceful and loyal citizens, albeit
at the price of human lives,

The recent murders of our mem-
bers and activists are nothing else but the
defeat and a sign of cowardice of our fel-
low Albanians, i.e. of the groups of
Albanian bandits and traitors now pillag-
ing and rampaging with ample support by
the UN mission in Kosovo and Metohija,
with the intention to destroy and obliterate
the voice of reason and tolerance.

Dear Mr. President,

We believe in the future of Kosovo
and Metohija with all the ethnic com-
munities united. We trust your policy of
joint life in the struggle for the equality
of all of us living in Kosovo and
Metohija, the policy of peace, tolerance
and reason."

46 .

®
VN-macht 1
g o ol
nze corresponden )
?:3;:111_. 19 FEBR. Een pclm;—
macht van de Europcse _Urulc
neemt met ingang f{:}njnhU:ﬂl vol-
gend jaar in Bosnié de taak over
van de politiemacht van dcf ‘;;IIJ‘-
enigde Naties. Dat hcbbcrj e g -
ministers va}n Buitenlandse Zaken
i besloten.
gli{ifﬁc EU-macht zullen Neder-
landse marechausseces deelnemen.
In totaal wil de EU voor ecn perio-
de van dric jaar 466 agenten naar
| Bosnié sturen. Daarnaast zijn 67
| purgerfunctionarisscn _nn_dlg.,,,Dit_
is cen historische bcs.lls‘smg’ . Zei
gisteren de Spaanse minister Joscp
| piqué, wiens land roulerend EU-
itter1s.
w?\:'l de EU-politie zullen 289 lo-
kale politieagenten worden toege-
| voegd. De politie |p)305nlc gaatde
EU jaarlijks 38 miljoen euro kos-
ten. De helft van dat bedrag lkomt
voor rekening van de EU-landen
die agenten leveren. De kosten be-
lopen dit jaar 14 miljoen euro.

EU-politie vervangt

n Bosnié

Hiermee is een eerste taak vast-

gesteld voor de Europese politie-
macht van totaal 5.000 agenten c_iw
met ingang van volgend jaar bin-
nen dertig dagen ingezet moct
kunnen worden voor civielecrisis-
beheersing. Het is tcvens_dlc eerste
actie van het Europese veiligheids-
en defensiebeleid. Behalve de poli-
tiemacht valt daaronder ecn snelle
interventiemacht van 60.000 m!h-
tairen die vanaf volgend jaar bin-
nen zestig dagen voor ten minste
cen jaar inzetbaar moet Zyn.

Deze militaire macht moet vrc-
destaken uitvoeren. voorlopig zal
het daarbij alleen om het handha-
ven van vrede gaan. Voor het af-
dwingen van vrede heeft de EU
voorlopig niet de benq@1gdc mid-
delen. Een noodzakelijk alkoord
met de NAVO over het gebruik van
NAVO-middelen stuitte lange tijd
op verzet van Turkije. Turkije
heeft dat verzet opgeheven, maar
nu heeft Grickenland bezwaren
wegens de Turkse positie.

‘proposal and exerted great pressure on
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Ing facilities was built in one of the most

fertile fields Afterwards the brother-
hood repeatedly demanded that this
particular field be returned to its original
use, and their demands were met in
1997.

However, after the conflict in
Kosovo and Metohija and the arrival of
the UN mission, local Albanians who
chased out all the Serbs from the
Decani municipality and from the Pec
County, decided to seize this land and
the co-operative en it. The monastery
brotherhood proposed that the whole
plant and the machinery be turned over
to the Albanians and installed else-
where, leaving the land and the build-
ing to the monastery. However, the
Albanians rejected this constructive

the UN mission to seize the land

Such a decision, banning the use
of the monastery land which had
already been sown, created great loss-
es to the monastery and to the brother-
hood which is slowly being pushed
within the walls of the temple. The
Eparchy of Raska-Prizren believes that
this unjust decision is a sign of the
weakness of the UN mission which is
making concessions to the Albanians
who are obviously determined to ethni-
cally cleanse one of the last Serbian
oases in Metohija. The Serbian
Orthodox Church and the Serbian
National Council of KosMet will insist
with the UN mission that decision be
revoked and the usurpation of the
monastery lands be prevented to allow
the survival on the monastic communi-
ty - father Sava stressed.

because "its ownership is disputable”,

e
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example. Churches they guard burn a
way too often.”

His wife Slobodanka serves us
strong Turkish coffee, and their daugh-
ters Suzana and Slavica bring out from
a ladder somewhat blurred pho-
tographs of demolished churches,
burned icons, plundered monasteries.
Since last summer over 80 temples
have been demolished, destroyed,
bumed down, blown up, including a
large number of those UNESCO had
declared world's cultural heritage. And
all took place before KFOR's eyes.

“l could leave," added Father Sve-
tislav. "My son lives with his family else-
where. Yet if | do that, also this church,
dedicated to our great St. Sava, shall
be destroyed. | would rather give my life,
if that is my destiny. One day Christian
countries shall realise that bombing us
they waged war against themselves."

The arrival of, three bullet-proof
vehicles interrupted us. This is the only
way for this priest to step out from his
enclave-prison and reach the tiny,
uncompleted construction of the St.
George Church in Zvecan, a small town
a few kilometres northward of
Kosovska Mitrovica, above which, on
the top of a hill on one side, stand the
ruins of Tsar Dusan's fortress.

Bozidar Dakic, a toothless guard,
also lives in the enclave of Father
Svetislav, with his wife and daughter
Svetlana. He likes ltalians from the "San
Marco" regiment, because they provide
him food and are "kind and good
Christians.” According to him, there is
no difference between the Catholics

and Orthodox Christians.

Despair of French Officers

Today is the Catholic Easter, and
for the Orthodox Christians it is the
Palm Sunday. Hundreds of children
from the neighbourhood throng round
the too small church, with green twigs
in their hands. With small bells round
the neck, in accordance with the
Serbian tradition. Next after the service,
Father Svetislav goes to Mitrovica pri-
son, where some twenty prisoners, Se-
rbs and Romanies have been on a
hunger strike for already about fifteen
days, in a protest against the release of
an Albanian terrorist who had thrown a
bomb in the direction of KFOR forces. A
number of French officers, who asked
not to quote their names, expressed
me their deep despair because of this,
to say the least, inappropriate release.
Some go that far to accuse Germans of
unreservedly supporting the KLA, all to
the point of turning them into own aux-
iliary troops.

Yet Father Svetislav is far from the
noise and fieriness of partisan pas-
sions. He is a confessor, he prays,
gives Communion to those wishing it
and consolation to the desperate. He
holds long in his embrace young Vladi-
mir Vucetic, a fifteen year old retarded
boy accused of theft, now for already
eight months in detention together with
adults accused of most serious crimes.
Arsenije Vitosevic, 62, is that ill that he
cannot go out of his cell na. 20, Ther-
efore the priest goes in to him. Half bli-
nd, hardly moving, Vitosevic staris sob-
bing the moment Father Svetislav steps

over the threshold. Embarrassed, the

"Le Figaro," Paris ("Politika," 30 May 2000)

KOSOVO - MARTYRDOM OF
THE LAST CHRISTIANS

church fenced with barbed wire,
Az priest moving round in no other
ut a bullet-proof vehicle; believ-

ers; a handful of the unyielding, a few
prisoners and two Russian prostitutes.
Literally covered with garbage,
Pristina roars with a fermenting liveli-
ness. It seems everybody is selling or
buying something: from a KLA badge

to a stolen mobile phone, from a perox-
ide blonde to a Ferrari latest model,
without registration plates or papers.
Anything can be seen or found in
Pristina, except for the Serbs,
Romanies, Jews, Turks, all the multi-
ethnic, diverse population once making
the charm of this artificial and, by the
way, ugly capital. Precisely a year ago |
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Egyptian captain who was closely follow-
ing us, departs. Once seeing thus an old
and ill man, one starts doubting the justi-
fiability of a charge of alleged genocide
pressed against him. To say further, his
case resembles a trial held in Zaire In
1962, when a farmer accused his neigh-
bour's horse of eating up his goat.

In the small yard two Russian pros-
titutes, sentenced to one-month impris-
onment, also wait for the priest to be
confessed. The Russian mob had sold
them to the Turkish mob, which resold
them to the Albanian mab, to "meet the

needs" of KFOR troops. Today they
want just one thing: to get back home,
the soonest possible.

It is almost 7 p.m. Stooped, Father
Swetislav gets out from the Nalian bullet-
proof vehicle with difficulty.

“| am old and ill," he says, holding
my hand instead of a greeting. "My life
is next to its end. Yet, those are my own
children, and all the Christian children
in Kosovo who are deprived of their
right to life here. One can always devise
a good justification on the Earth, but
not in front of the God."
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was here at the height of the bombing
campaign. n the destroyed town,
abandoned by a half of its population,
living under the alarm, in fear from
bombs, yet still a town in which Serbs,
Albanians, Turks, Jews and Romanies
further lived next to each other...

The '"Bridge Defenders" of
Kosovska Mitrovica - a place of occa-
sional and fierce hostilities — are a reg-
ular children's gang equipped with
motorolas, which kills time drinking
Cokes and playing chess in the "Dolce
Vita" coffee bar which serves them bath
as a headquarters and a watch tower.
Technically, the bridge is guarded by
French soldiers but, as a matter of fact,
no one can cross it without these
"Gauls" unkind approval. This is how
\he inhabitants of the northern part of
this town - divided not only by the Ibar
river but also by hatred in relation to the
Asterix's enclave - see themselves.
Otherwise, they also print postcards
impudently caricaturing the famous
Goscinny's and Uderzo's comic strip.

In front of the "Hotel d' Nord," as Lt.
Emanuel Sanso calls it, three well-fed
pigs are slowly turned on a big roast-
ing-spit, spreading the pleasant smell
of the crisp crackling and grill. French
and ltalian patrols go around in bullet-
proof vehicles. Yet the Serbs, sitting at
the table on the terrace, do not protest
much. They even do not resp_ond to
foolish smiles or clumsy greetings of
some good-intemioned soldiers.

"There are some ten thousand of
us here," says a young Romany, one qf
the unofficial “guards" bosses, "yet if it

were not for us to guard the bridge. ..

The communication of our enclave with
Serbia functions well Vehicles are
passing through without problem. If a
need would arise, we would have
something to defend with, to sell our
skins dearly. Supplying is solid. No one
works, yet all are equal. A problem is
the church. The division was thus
effected that our church, just on the
other side of the river, had remained in
the Albanian territory. Our believers
cannot go there by any means.”

If | Leave, the Church Will be Pulled
Down

Some 300 metres away from
another bridge: a smaller one but
equally fiercely detended, stands _the
church of Father Svetislav Nejic. It is a
magnificent 19th century edifice erect-
ed amid a huge yard, now fenced with
barbed wire, and protected by KFOR
tanks.

"The Trust Zone' that KFOR had
originally anticipated for both sides of
the Ibar, now applies only to the north-
ern part inhabited by the Serbs. This
type of discrimination renders the
Western official declarations a hypocrit-
ical tone.

"There are fifteen of us here, includ-
ing three priests, and we all live, as we
can on the church estate" Father
Svetislav relates in a low voice.

He is 63, but looks much older.
"Earlier, we were guarded by the
Frenchmen. Now by the ltalians from
the 'San Marco' regiment. Those are
good Christians. | would not like to see

here soldiers from the Emirates, for

@
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The opinions presented in this publication do not necessarily represent the
views of the Government of the Republic of Serbia

SPEECH BY THE FRY PRESIDENT
SLOBODAN MILOSEVIC, OPENING
THE BRIDGE IN NOVI SAD

President of the Republic Slobodan Milosevic opened a
new railway and road bridge in Novi Sad in the presence
of over 200,000 citizens of Vojvodina and Serbia

WE WON BECAUSE WE ARE BETTER

of Yugoslavia Slobodan Milosevic

addressed a magnificent popular
rally in Novi Sad attended by over
200,000 citizens of this city, Vojvodina
and Serbia and formally opened the
railway and road bridge over the
Danube, the largest investment in the
reconstruction of the country, thus
reestablishing the shortest and most
profitable railway link between the
European north and south. On that
occasion the Yugoslav president said:
"Dear citizens, allow me to greet you
and express my deep pleasure that we
are here all together and have the
opportunity to share the joy of another
large victory of work which marks the
high, actually the highest, results our
country is achieving in its reconstruc-
tion and development."

Last year at this time a war was
waged against Yugoslavia. We had
NATO aggression. That was one of the
largest acts of violence against the peo-
ple in the second half of the 20th cen-
tury and the only war in Europe after
the Second World War.

President of the Federal Republic

The nature of this war was really
unusual. Quite unigue. The war was
waged by the largest and strongest
European countries, true, under the
command of a non-European country,
the U.S.A., the most powerful country of
our times, against a fairly small
European state, exhausted by years
long economic sanctions imposed on it
by those same countries. These states
added war to sanctions, because sanc-
tions had failed to produce the quantity
of suffering required to lose all willpow-
er for struggle and love of freedom.

The criminals and killers will never
be able to explain a single reasonable
and honest person just why was Serbia
exposed to cruel sanctions and then to
a still crueler war. Once the explanation
is given, the true one and convincing
far the whole world, these criminals and
killers will already be men of the past.

Symbol of Impressive
Reconstruction

Until that time, this war, waged
against Serbia shall burden- thg3gon-
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science, or as our folk would put it, bur-
den the soul of the whole world,
It is small consolation for us here
that the murderers of our nation will
have tormented dreams for as long as
they shall live. Even the worst of men, in
a part of their conscience, and at least
at times, become aware of the fact that
they committed evil. It is unlikely that
this reality may be avoided by the ide-
ologists and commanders of NATO,
and even their army, although we, due
to our Slavic nature, are inclined to for-
give, especially those we know do not
have much of a say in decision-making.

But, there are a lot of people in
Yugoslavia who could not sleep many
nights after the war. Not because of a
guilty conscience, quite the contrary.
There have been many sleepless nights
in this country after the end of the war.
That is because they were spent in
great creative work,

In less than a year, the country
which was bombed has been recon-
structed at a speed probably unsur-
passed in the history of modern
Europe. Naturally, we have not still
managed to reconstruct everything that
was ruined. There were damaged
apartment buildings, family houses,
churches, monasteries, health and
state institutions... But, the majority of
them have been renewed in the most
modern, fastest and nicest way.

This bridge, which we today open
for the use of citizens of our country,
symbolizes in the best way the impres-
sive results in the reconstruction and
development, achieved on daily basis.
No one in the world has, thus far, man-

aged to rebuild a facility of this kind - a
work that usually takes two years, in
merely a hundred days, and a railway
bridge at that. That is why we came by
train, The train which brought us here
consisted only of domestically pro-
duced cars, designed and built in our
factories and allowing for speed of 200
km per hour. This is an enormous
achievement. Because today, only four
countries in Europe can themselves
produce railway cars suitable for such
speeds. Without the railway cars of this
type, there can be no fast railways nor
implementation of such projects any-
where in Europe. And one of these four
countries is ours. The design of this
bridge meets high technical and con-
struction standards. Visually, it looks
modern, it is essential for traffic and
communications and exudes moral
superiority. It marks another great con-
struction and moral victory.

We won over our enemies, not
because we are stronger, but because
we are better, This has been the key for
the frunctioning of the world from days
immemorial.

Yugoslavia - The Pride of Europe

We in Yugoslavia, the most
European of all states, are building our
country with a lot of love, knowledge
and labour. If there is something that
Europe of the year 2000 should be
proud of, it is the reconstruction of
Serbia. And if there is something that
Europe of 1999 should be ashamed of
it is the destruction of Serbia.

Let no one sermon us where
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Europe is or is not. Primarily because
Europe is every single foot of the soil
belonging to the European continent.

Classification of European coun-
tries into those which are in Europe and
which should only enter it, is underlined
by a cynical division into inferior and
superior nations. This tendency to
divide nations and peoples into superi-
or and inferior has already been seenin
history. If Europe accepts that, it will run
the risk of being, as a whole, classified
among the inferior peoples and coun-
tries as well as inferior continents,

There are no inferior or superior
races and nations. But there are better
and worse men of all races and nations.
The better are those who keep their
heads high, but also respect others,
who build their lives and their country,
relying on their own forces and abilities,
who are prepared to help all, especially
the weakest, who lead other people,
who believe in the good and them-
selves make a contribution to it.

As to who the worse people are -
the world has seen that a year ago
when, among other things, Novi Sad
bridges were destroyed in a flash, The
worse .men outside Yugoslavia
destroyed our country, The worse men
in Yugoslavia have been in their service
to this date. Those who ruined our
bridges and we who build them again,
we tegether make a lesson for Europe
and the world.

Let Europe, historically important
but weary towards the end of the 20th
century learn from the small Serbia and
on this bridge, what historical dignity
and human freedom are and what
human values should be used to build
a new epoch we are now entering.

The rest of the world should know
that it, too, shall become the target
Serbia was, unless it offers resistance -
resolute, united, necessary and just,
equally resolute, united, necessary and
just as Serbia's resistance to violence
and humiliation.

Long live the heroic and creative
people of Serbia.

Long live free Yugoslavia.

Let Europe be free.

| congratulate the builders of this
bridge on the huge success in the
reconstruction of our whole country, the
great contribution to its renewal and
their greatest patriotism, since a coun-
try is loved the best by those who
defend, build and improve it.

To the builders | extend my best
wishes that they may live with their fam-
ilies and be happy, just as we are
happy for having them in our country.
To the citizens of Vojvadina | wish
that this bridge may be the symbol of
progress for all the people living in it.

I propose to name this bridge after
Bosko Perosevic,

May the whole of our country live in

peace and prosperity!
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Yugoslav Army's initiative to confer a high decoration on
the President of the Republic and the
Supreme Commander

DECORATION OF A NATIONAL HERO
TO SLOBODAN MILOSEVIC

n the basis of Article 7, para 3 of
Othe Law on Decorations of the

Federal Republic of Yugoslavia,
published in the "Official Gazette of the
FR of Yugoslavia" No 59/98 and the ini-
tiative of the Yugoslav Army, in view of
the brave deeds which serve as an
example of heroism in the defense of
the sovereignty, territory, independence
and the constitutional order of the Fed-
eral Republic of Yugoslavia, the Gener-
al Staff of the Yugoslav Army

PROPOSES

That the President of the Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia SLOBODAN
MILOSEVIC be decorated as a national
hero.

As President of the FRY Slobodan
Milosevic did not give in to the ultima-
tums aimed at occupying our country
and placing it in the service of interests
of the most powerful forces of the
world.

During the NATO aggression
against the FRY, the President and the
Supreme Commander chose the most
adequate manner for the overall nation-
al resistance to the strongest power of
the world and himself said:

"The people is the hero."

Relying on the domestic forces in a
situation of almost complete interna-
tional isolation and armed aggression
on our country, by taking strategic deci-
sions he directly contributed to the
mobilization and heroic resistance of all
forces of defense, the efficiency of mili-
tary operations and the widest possible
resistance using other than armed
forms of struggle and resistance and
has thereby earned the admiration and
sympathies of all peace-loving forces in
the world, and even the agaressor.

The statesmanship and efficiency
of the Supreme Commander and per-
sonal courage of President Slobadan
Milosevic, in a situation which
appeared hopeless, contributed to the
unity of all forces of resistance to the
aggressor and finding the optimum
solutions for their use, which ranks him
amaong the statesmen and military lead-
ers hard to find in the history of the
world.

By successfully completing his role
of the statesman and supreme com-
mander he helped in ending the armed
aggression and creating the conditions
for the resolution of disputable issues
peacefully.

Bearing in mind the responsibility
of the statesman and historical role of
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" and paﬁents of !ntenslve care unl:
',I‘dafense, sial.'t and border guards.

i :Early this \year there have been

. FRY President's Address to Yugoslav Citizens

:.-dignlty. genemsny and’ responsiblllt

: Thelr slogan was anly one: WE SHA
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the supreme commander in the critical
moments for our country, the nation
and the Yugoslav Army, as well as the
personal courage, resoluteness and
daring in taking the decisions of strate-
gic importance for the defense and
security of the Federal Republic of
Yugoslavia, which acquired him the
admiration of the entire peace-loving

mankind and will influence the further
course of international relations, the
members of the Yugoslav Army pro-
pose to decorate the president of the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
Slobodan Milosevic as the national
hero, reads the proposal of the
Yugoslav Army General Staff.
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DIASPORA 2000 in Belgrade, 3-5 August

APPEAL TO RESOLVE THE SITUATION
IN KOSMET ON BEHALF OF
4 MILLION SERBS IN THE DIASPORA

cil of the Congress of the Diaspo-

ra met in Belgrade, with the co-
chairman of the Council and Federal
Minister for Foreign Affairs, Zivadin
Jovanovic in chair. The meeting was
attended by Council members from the
U.S.A., Australia, Germany, France,
Sweden, Great Britain, Austria, Switzer-
land and Romania, as well as from the
homeland.

The task of the Council members
was to analyze and evaluate the imple-
mentation of the decisions and conclu-
sion of the last year's convention DIAS-
PORA 1999. However, the discussion
also included certain issues of key
importance for cooperation between
the homeland and the Diaspora: partic-
ipation of the Diaspora in the recon-
struction and rebuilding of the facilities
damaged or torn down in the NATO
aggression, assistance of the Diaspora
in the economic development of the
country through projects of small and
medium-sized enterprises in the field of
agriculture, village and food-process-
ing industries. Furthermore, the Council
spoke about the promotion of educa-
tion in the mother tongue, cooperation
in culture, science, information and
sports, as well as the humanitarian
activities of the Diaspora.

Towards the end of 'May the Coun-

It established that in numerous
countries where Yugoslav citizens lived
and worked, local councils had been
successfully organized and provided a
good basis for the promotion of rela-
tions and cooperation between the
homeland and the Diaspora in nourish-
ing and preserving the vital national
interests.

The Diaspora has, together with
numerous Yugoslav friends in the
world, taken a massive part in marking
the anniversary of NATO aggression on
our country. In addition to the aggres-
sion, it condemned the pressuring and
political blackmailing of Yugoslavia
which continued and in a number of
forms:

- instead of observing Security
Council Resolution 1244 on Kosovo
and Metohija and applying the Military-
Technical Agreement the powers of the
world incite terrorism and separatism in
the southern Serbian province;

- pressures through the economic
blockade continue for the purpose of
causing the economic, social and even
political dissatisfaction of our citizens,
50 as to facilitate the imposition of solu-
tions which do not suit Yugoslavia and
its population, but precisely those who
have set out into an aggression on this
country;
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- increased spreading of misinfor-
mation and lies to cover up the fact that
the Serbs are a peaceful nation which
finds it in its interest to promate various
forms of relations with its neighbours
and all others in the warld who respect
our country and our people and accept
them as equal partners.

Recognition of the above-men-
tioned forms of pressures aimed at the
internal destabilization of Yugoslavia,
the Balkans and the European south
urges a still more resclute defence and
renewal of the joint country. The renew-
al is a clear response to pressures and
a firm dam against new blackmails,
noted the members of the Council,

They pointed to the fact that the
resources of the Diaspora were used to
build the bridges on the Velika Morava
near Varvarin, the Zapadna Morava
near Krusevac and Trstenik, as well as
to reconstruct or build a number of
housing, school, health and otHer
buildings. Qur citizens abroad started
new actions to secure funds for the ele-
mentary school and the bridge in
Cuprija, as well as for other facilities of
economic and transportation infrastruc-
ture and transfer of new technologies.
Council members expressed their
understanding and full support to the
information offered by the federal min-
ister for cooperation with international
financial institutions Borka Vucic, con-
cerning the intentions of the Diaspora
to participate in financing the develop-
ment of small and medium-sized enter-
prises in agriculture.

One of the specific results, Vucic
said, was the establishment of the Fund

for additional education of young farm-
ers with the initial capital of 120 thou-
sand German marks and about 450
thousand dinars. The Fund should
soon reach the figure of a million
marks. The Fund will be used to help
the young from rural areas to visit inter-
national fairs abroad and attend train-
ing courses in other countries so as to
learn of new methods of managing
agricultural estates and technologically
faster ways for communication and
exchange of information with the world.
The Council expressed its pleasure at
the decision of the Federal government
exempt from of custom duties all citi-
zens importing equipment for agricul-
ture, as well as the state bodies' deci-
sion to start applying the Law on Old
Foreign Exchange Savings of citizens
on 1 July this year.

“The Diaspora has helped us very
much not only in humanitarian actions
but also in spreading the truth about
us," noted the Federal Minister for
Foreign Affairs Zivadin Jovanovic. "At
the time of the frenetic anti-Serbian and
anti-Yugoslav propaganda it was not
easy to deny the lies the powers plant-
ed. You have managed to do that and
we are extremely grateful. You in the
Diaspora and we in the country have,
between us, achieved a lot. We have
preserved the nation, renewed the
country,” said minister Jovanovic and
concluded: "The Serbs will in future,
have to forget the words such as dis-
sent, cleavage, division and turn to
unity, agreement and patriotism."

The Council decided to hold the
Congress of the DIASPORA 2000 in
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5 the establishment of the Fund

for additional education of young farm-
ers with the initial capital of 120 thou-
sand German marks and about 450
thousand dinars. The Fund should
soon reach the figure of a million
marks. The Fund will be used to help
the young from rural areas to visit inter-
national fairs abroad and attend train-
ing courses in other countries so as to
learn of new methods of managing
agricultural estates and technologically
faster ways for communication and
exchange of information with the world.
The Council expressed its pleasure at
the decision of the Federal government
exempt from of custom duties all citi-
zens importing equipment for agricul-
ture, as well as the state bodies' deci-
sion to start applying the Law on Old
Foreign Exchange Savings of citizens
on 1 July this year.

"The Diaspora has helped us very
much not only in humanitarian actions
but also in spreading the truth about
us," noted the Federal Minister for
Foreign Affairs Zivadin Jovanovic. "At
the time of the frenetic anti-Serbian and
anti-Yugoslav propaganda it was not
easy to deny the lies the powers plant-
ed. You have managed to do that and
we are extremely grateful. You in the
Diaspora and we in the country have,
between us, achieved a lot. We have
preserved the nation, renewed the
country," said minister Jovanovic and
concluded: "The Serbs will in future,
have to forget the words such as dis-
sent, cleavage, division and turn to
unity, agreement and patriotism."

The Council decided to hold the

Congress of the DIASPORA 2000 in
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MACEDONIAN STATE ON TARGET

troversial moves, while blindly carry-

ing out the tasks of the Western men-
tors and sponsors, the Government of
the Republic of Macedonia lurches
headlong into a new experiment, name-
ly the establishing of a kind of good
neighbourly relations in agreement with
the Kosovo leaders from the ranks of
local Albanians. The Macedonian Gov-
ernment is thereby making its first con-
cession to the strateqists of the Greater
Albanian project.

In a series of incomprehensible con-

Obviously acting on suggestions
from foreign advisers and diplomatic
envoys, prime minister Ljupco

Georgijevski has, with his visit to]|"

Pristina and participation in the Civic
Forum on future cooperation between
Kosovo and its neighbours - according
to political analysts in Skoplje - defini-
tively confirmed that he does not work
independently in implementing the for-
eign policy priorities of the Republic of
Macedonia in its closest surroundings.

Justification offered by the current
government in Skoplje for the thesis
that the southern Serbian province
(under conditions of absclute chaos
and heavy crime, smuggling, genocidal
bestialities of Albanian terrorists and
impotent bystanders in the KFOR and
UNMIK) is the European test of the
democratic and economic course
towards the progressive world, does
not hold water, either at home or in the

neighbourhood. The only thing that is
correct is the fact that the smugglers'
channels towards Kosmet are con-
trolled from the offices of corrupted offi-
cials of Bernard Kouchner's administra-
tion and the selected personnel of the
government in Skoplje.

In a situation when information on
the final collapse of the international
peace mission in Kosmet keep coming
from ali sides, the "proud"' head of the
State Department Madeleine Albright,
sends a letter of congratulations to the
Macedonian prime minister and (injvol-
untarily reveals the true background of
the series of Georgijevski's own-goals,
in the domestic sphere and towards the
southern Serbian province. Namely,
Albright does not shrink from classical
interference in the internal affairs of this
Balkan state,

Offensive of Greater-Albanian
Strategists

All this is unfortunately happening
in a situation of remarkably increased
offensive of the strategists of the so-
called Greater-Albanian project. In col-
lusion with the Kosmet criminal-political
branches of international representa-
tives and Albanian leaders, dressed as
“peacekeepers with European orienta-
tion", illegal business involving drugs,
arms, white slavery, cigarettes, human-
itarian consignments... keep flourish-
ing. Thus, from Tetovoe on the
Northwest of Macedonia we hear that
since the arrival of the KFOR in Kosmet,
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the channelled trade, carried out in
cooperation with the corrupt UNMIK
officials, of the leaders of the
Democratic Party of Albanians (DFA)
Arben Jaferi and Menduh Taci has
earned them a profit of about 50 million
dollars.

This party is, together with the
VMRO-DPMNE, party of the prime min-
ister Georgijevski and the Democratic
Alternative of the vice prime minister
vasil Tupurkovski, still at the wheel of
the Macedonian ship lost in the stormy
waters of the Balkans. Thanks to the
marked support of the international fac-
tor and encouraged by the "success” in
Kosmet, the storm troopers from the
Albanian political block are in a hurry to
attain the ‘'vital priorities” also in
Macedonia. This has been substantially
facilitated by the huge profits stemming
from foul deals with Kosmet and the
fact that prime minister Georgijevski is
only now starting to repay the
Americans their due for the grant of
yotes on the last years presidential
glections when Boris Trajkovski
replaced Kiro Gligorov.

Concealing of True Intentions

Hiding behind the worn-out formu-
la on the allegedly relaxed inter-ethnic
relations, the leaders of the Albanians
in Macedonia seek to conceal terrorist
activities in the Kosmet part of the bor-
der with the FR of Yugoslavia (kidnap-
ping of four soldiers near the border
post Tanusevci, wounding of two bor-
der guards near Donje Blace, frequent
firing along the porous border where

the KFOR soldiers play the role of cus-
toms officers amidst armed conflicts of
Albanian desperados and the
Macedonian army)... At the same time
military intelligence warning concern-
ing the actions of Albanian paramilitary
formations in Macedonia are disregard-
ed, and instead the emphasis placed
on the renewed requests for the legal-
ization of the para-university. in Tetovo
and the opening of a department in the
Albanian language in the Bitolj high
school... Pressures for an increased
presence of Albanian personnel in the
army, police, administration bodies are
mounting... With the assistance of the
European Union Commissioner for
Minority rights Max van der Stule, a
ternporary solution for the high educa-
tion of Albanians through the opening
of an externally financed private “col-
lege" in Tetovo is again becoming top-
ical. All this is indicative of the imposi-
tion of the third state university (in addi-
tion to the ones in Skoplje and Bitolj),
intended  exclusively for  the
Albanians, ..

The head of the state Trajkovski,
enthroned by Albanian votes, almost
dramatically cries for the help of the EU
Brussels seat, demanding at the same
time the guaranties of the UN Security
Council for the implementation of
Resolution 1244 on Kosmet and secur-
ing the Kosmet part of the Macedonian-
Yugoslav border.

While Trajkovski, in the capacity of
the supreme commander of Macedo-
nia's armed forces energetically orders
the increase in combat readiness on

that part of the northern border (intro-
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ducing the "night watch", more patrols
on a principle "shoot first, talk later”) the
local defence ministry mitigates such
statements, ostensibly because of the
Albanian request for peace within the
government coalition of convenience.

Brussels' Empty Promises

While from the NATO seat, a year
after the shameful bestial aggression
on the FR of Yugoslavia (also spon-
sored from Macedonia) the secretary
general George Robertson confirms
the receipt of Trajkovski's letter, but
does not promise anything specific,

skirmishes near the Blace crossing do

not subside. Macedonian border

guards are the target of Albanian
snipers from Kosmet, i.e. Yugoslav side
of the border.

All in all, say the analysts, this is
definitively "amateurism and lack of a
feeling for the political-security orienta-
tion rather than avantguardism," which
earns Georgijevski congratulations of
Albright and Washington. Hasty moves
o! the Macedonian prime minister and
his partners in the coalition of the ruling
top ranks, jumping ahead of the inter-
national factors and behind the back of
the UN, encouraging the state-creating
and other aspirations of the Kosmet

Albanians may prove detrimental pre-
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+CENTURY OF

']
ln all the wars waged by the Serbian

nation in this and the past centuries,
its cultural and historical heritage
was the continuing and inevitable tar-
get of foreign conguerors. It would not
be too much to say that no other nation
has experienced such a vandal pogrom
of its material and spiritual wealth. The
conquerors destroyed, plundered and
ruined with the only purpose of eradi-
cating all historical trace and the ethnic
being of our people.
Parallel with the lives of innocent
people, the past wars have forever

POGROM OF SERBIAN
5 CULTURE

removed numerous jewels of our cul-
tural heritage. During the pccupation in
the First World War, towards the end of
1915 the famous Prizren Manuscript of
Emperor Dusan's Legal Code became
pray to Germans. It was returned to the
country in 1933. During the Turkish mil-
itary rule the monasteries of Decani,
Ravanica and Manasija, as well as
numerous Orthodox churches, muse-
ums and libraries were plundered.
Special teams of German and Austrian
experts ravaged our archives.

In the April war of 1941 the Nazi
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Luftwate levelled the National Library to
the ground, The fire of the war pyre
swallowed hundreds of thousands of
books, close to a thousand charters,
old church breviaries and manuscripts.
In the so-called Independent State of
Croatia, 500 Orthodox temples, monas-
teries and church objects were plun-
dered, ruined or burned. The largest
darage was inflicted on the monasteries
on Mt. Fruska Gora: Grgeteg, Hopovo,
Besenovo, Sisatovac, Kuvezdin, Djpsa
or Divsa, Staro Hopovo and others.

In the armed conflicts following the
disintegration of the former Yugoslavia
796 Serbian churches, monasteries,
chapels and parish homes were "vic-
timized" as well as a large number of
movable sacral objects.

At the end of the 20th century
NATO countries continued the crime of
previous destroyers of the Serbian cul-
tural heritage. In their aggression on
Yugoslavia they simultaneously mani-
fested the same primitive, anti-civilized
and vandal attitude towards the cultural
heritage of our people. In addition to
the UN Charter and the rules of the
international war and humanitarian law,
in the spring of 1989 the aggressor also
violated the Convention on the Prote-
ction of Cultural Wealth in Case of War,
signed on 14 May 1954 in the Hague,
which clearly defines the notion of cul-
tural wealth. It includes the works of
architecture, arts and history, religious
or secular facilities, archaeological
sites, group of buildings of historical
and artistic importance, Works of art,
manuscripts, books and other objects
of artistic, historical or archaeological

importance, as well as scientific and
otherwise important collections of
books, archives or reproductions of the
above-mentioned works of importance
for the heritage of any nation.

In the name of the Western democ-
racy and its values, prevention of a
“humanitarian disaster' in Kosmet and
"care" for the respect of human rights,
NATO countries and their responsible
politicians committed a crime against
the civilian population and the culture
of the Serbian nation. The list of dam-
aged or destroyed historical monu-
ments includes Medieval monasteries,
churches, old city centres, MuUSeums,
libraries, archives, university and
school buildings and numerous edi-
fices from the previous centuries which
are considered part of the national fund
of cultural wealth in view of their excep-
tional architectural and artistic values.

During the NATO aggression dam-
age was inflicted on the monasteries of
Rakovica, Vojlovica, St. Nicholas near
Kursumlija, Gracanica, Hopove, Sisato-
vac, Ravanica and the monasteries in the
Ovcar-Kablar gorge along with numerous
representative public buildings designed
by our prominent architects: Dragisa
Brasovan, Nikala Dobrovic, Nikolaj Krasn-
ov, Ivan Antic, brothers Krstic, Ugliesa
Bogunovic and others. Magnificent public
buildings were the aggressos' target inthe
centre of Belgrade.

The buildings of the General Staff
of the Yugoslav Army, Ministry of
Defence, Federal Ministry for Foreign
Affairs, Federal Ministry for Internal
Affairs, the Serbian Government, Mini-

stry of Internal affairs of the Republic of
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Serbia. In Novi Sad, Kragujevac, Nis,
Zemun, Aleksinac, Uzice and other towns,
valuable architectural facilities built in the
second half of the past century in the tra-
dition of academism were also bombed.
NATO bombing caused major damage to
the Museurn of Contemporary Ant
(Belgrade), Vojvodina Museum (Novi
Sad), "21 October” Museum (Kragujevac),
12 February' Museumn (Nis), national
Museumn (Leskovac), Museumn “Hareum
Margi" (Cuprija) and others.

The ruins and burnt remnants of
aumerous cultural monuments and
public buildings are irrefutable proof
that one of the objectives of the aggres-
sor was to ruin our cultural monuments,
paralyze the course of spiritual devel-
opment of the nation and slow down or
prevent cooperation with the cultures of
other nations and countries.

After the arrival of the military and
civilian mission of the United Nations
the Albanian terrorists and separatists
continued ruining the Serbian cultural
and historical heritage in Kosovo and
Metohija with such bestial fierceness
which may only be compared with the
barbarism of the Ustashi regime in the
Second World War and the Nazi “final

solution of the Jewish question”. For a
whole year already, the pogrom contin-
ues of Albanian extremists ruining the
cultural monuments of the Serbian
nation, motivated by hatred and racist
aspiration to completely Albanize the
territory of the southern Serbian
province. Ethnic cleansing and perse-
cution of non-Albanian population are
daily phenomena. All this is developing
before the eyes of the official UN repre-

sentatives. Not one of them has sanc-
tioned these crimes.

Prepared in the western and
|slamic-fundamentalist centres to carry
out subversive and terrorist actions, the
members of the so-called KLA dressed
in the uniforms of the Kosovo Prote-
ction Corps with overt support of the
UN representative systematically des-
troy, ruin, burn, desecrate, plunder or
mine the Serbian medieval monasteries
and churches. Bernard Kouchner, head
of the UN civilian mission, passing his
decrees arbitrarily and without authori-
ties, excluded,. the Province from the
legal system of Serbia and Yugoslavia
and thus opened wide the doors for the
rampage of the Albanian terrorists and
separatists. With a calm of Jesuits and
cynical indifference, the KFOR and
UNMIK observe the eradication of a
part of the world cultural heritage.

The review of terrorist and other

acts of violence in the Province attach-
ed to the memorandum of the FRY
Government dated 9 May 2000, con-
cerning the implementation of the Sec-
urity Council Resolution 1244, states
that 86 monasteries and churches and
other cultural monuments were burned
or damaged. The target of the Albanian
extremists were the 14th and 15th cen-
tury monasteries of Holy Trinity in
Musuiste near Suva Reka, St
Archangel Gabriel in Binac, near Vitina,
St. Marc Koriski near Prizren, Devic
south of Srbica, St. Uros in Sarenik in
the vicinity of Gornje Nerodimlje. St
Archangel in Gornje Nerodimlje and
Zocista, along with a large number of
churches.
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There were alternatives - diploma-
Cy. a strengthening of the efforts of the
Orga_nization for Security and Coo-
peration in Europe to monitor events
within Kosovo, the exercise of wisdom
as opposed to unreasoned conilict,

Even After the War, the West Is
Fleluctant_ to Learn Any Lessons

Even after the war, the West is
re!ucllanl to  learn any lessons
Sanctions hurt the poorest of the pcor.
In all of this tragedy, Serbia and Serb§
world-wide have been demonised.
Then:j- are no saints in the Balkans, but
the history ang bitterness there are too
ofc.f and ingrained to be susceptible to
quick Western solutions. Britain, of all

Serbs world-wide have encoun-
tered hostility within their countries of
adoption because, in Western termino-
logy, they have been made responsible
for all the ills in the Balkans. in this envi-
ronment it is important that Yugoslavia
do whatever it can to advance a broader
and less hostile perception of its actions.

In September 1999, two detained
Australian workers for Care Australia
were released by the Yugoslav authori-
lies after being convicted in a military
court of passing information to Care in
Australia and to unnamed NATO mem-
ber countries, even though the court
recognised that such information was
valid for the purposes of Care's human-

itarian work. It was President Slobodan
Milosevic who exercised an act of cle-

&

NATO members, with its experience of
Ireland, should have known that,
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FROM THE FOREIGN PRESS

"Geneva Diplomatic Magazine," No. 6, June 2000

FORMER PRIME MINISTER OF
AUSTRALIA MALCOLM FRASER:

WESTERN POLICY TOWARD
YUGOSLAVIA HAS BEEN
UNBALANCED AND:UNWISE

he NATO military operation
Tagainsf Yugoslavia was meant to
be a humanitarian war. Such a
war would presumably result in the
humanitarian problem being much less
serious than it was before the conflict.
On that test, NATO's actions against
Yugoslavia failed. There were about
80,000 refugees out of Kosovo at the
beginning of the war, and well over a
million at the end of the war. y
The NATO military operation
against Yugoslavia was meant 1o I?e a
humanitarian war. British Prime Minister
Tony Blair said that it would set the pat-

tern for NATO's actions through the
next century.

Such a war would presumably
result in the humanitarian problem
being much less serious than it was
before the conflict. On that test, NATO's
actions against Yugoslavia failed. There
were about 80,000 refugees out of
Kosovo at the beginning of the war, and
well over a million at the end of the war.

NATO's claim that it was only
attacking military targets was never
accurate. Even in the early days of the
bombing campaign, | walked through
Serbian factories that had been totally

mency to return them to their families.
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destroyed, although their production
was for civilian purposes only, NATO's
actions were directed not just against
the Serbian military but alse against the
people of Serbia. Homes, hospitals,
even refugee centres did not escape.

The West's Mistakes against
Yugoslavia Were Not Only Military.
Diplomacy Was Conducted without

Finesse,

People who did not understand the
Balkans put together a plan and sum-
moned the Kosovo Liberation Army and
the Yugoslav government to Ramb-
ouillet in France. There was no negotia-
tion. This diplomatic initiative seemed
designed to provide an excuse for war.

At the end of the fighting, NATO
made three significant concessions
which were not on the agenda at
Rambouillet. Those concessions can
only be regarded as a weakening of
NATO's position.

* At Rambouillet, NATO demanded
that its forces occupy and govern
Kosovo, At the end of the war the
responsibility was given to the
United Nations.

* At Rambouillet, NATO required a
referendum in three years to
determine Kosovo's fate. At the
end of the war, Kosovo was
recognised as an integral part of
Yugoslavia.

* At Rambouillet, the ultimatum re-
quired that NATO troops be
allowed access to any part of
Yugoslavia. At the end of the war,

the occupying force was to be
confined to Kosovo.

With More Skilful Diplomacy, the
War Could Have Been Avoided

The Rambouillet conditions could
not have been accepted by any
Serbian leader, or by any president of
Yugoslavia. With more skilful diploma-
cy, the war could have been avoided.

Since it ended, the KLA, coupled
with Albanian organised crime, seem
set to dominate Kosovo.

On August 11, 1999, a report by
Human Rights Watch in New York indi-
cated that since the arival of NATO
troops in mid-June more than 164,000
Serbs had fled Kosovo, and peacekeep-
ers had reported nearly 200 murders.

Later, the |pternational Crisis Group
reported murders in Kosovo running at
30 a week, mostly of Serbs. With all its
power and authority, NATO is clearly
unable to protect minerities in Kosovo.

Should NATO's condemnation of
Serbia now be turned upon itself? And
if that is so, who is to punish NATO?

What can we conclude? Can war
ever be fought for humanitarian pur-
poses? War represents a failure of
diplomacy and of reason, it encourages
the basest instincts in the human race,
and truth becomes the first casualty.

It is old news that NATO's war was
the violation of its charter. It was not
sanctioned by the United Nations. It
was therefore, by international stan-
dards, illegal. Does illegality become
sanctioned when the illegality is perpe-
trated by the most powerful?
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"Politika," 3 June 2000

On the occasion of opening the Serbian Orthodox Church
treasury in Sremski Karlovci

PRECIOUS RELICS RESCUED FROM
CHURCH DEMOLISHERS

oping that in foreseeable time it
H shall become possible to return

all the items constituting the dis-
play of the newly opened treasury of
the Serbian Orthodox Church (SOC) in
the Bishopric Home in Sremski Karlov-
ci, into the churches and monasteries
of the SOC eparchy in Croatia - from
where they were rescued from church
demolishers, Slobodan Mileusnic,
M.A., Director of the SOC Museum
recalls that "rescuing relics from
invaders has been the century-old fate
of the Serbian people, ever since the
time of the Battle of the Marica to the
present days."

"It was owing to this removing of
relics from those war affected to more
peaceful areas, always with a hope that
the time shall come when it would be
passible to take them back where they
belong, that the traces of the ancient
Serbian presence in these territories
have been preserved. All the items, or
minimum 70 percent of the exhibits of
the SOC Museum originate precisely
from the Serbian migrations. Yet, unfor-
tunately, all the treasure rescued from
church demolishers makes just a small
portion of the heritage that we, as an

Orthodox people had, and which has
always been the target of all the
invaders advancing through the cen-
turies-old Serbian territories. In the
1991-1995 war in the eparchies within
the territory of Croatia and Bosnia and
Herzegovina, 797 Serbian churches
and monasteries, chapels and parish
homes were destroyed or damaged,
and also plundered, while the cultural
heritage safeguarded in the eparchy
treasuries and libraries, worthy of the
world's most reputable museums, was
taken away or destroyed. For illustra-
tion, each Orthodox Church iconostasis
contains from 21 to 70 icons, in addi-
tion to the cherish and processional
icons, and there are also liturgical rolls,
vestments and other akolouthial items
used in church,” explains Slobodan
Mileusnic, .recalling that what takes
place in Kosovo now is the same that
was happening in Croatia and Bosnia
and Herzegovina in the middle of this
decade: an eradication of the traces of
an ancient people.

Underscoring that though some
may regard it an exaggeration, what is
happening in this. decade with the
Serbian church-cultural heritage allows
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being qualified as a millennium cultural
plunder, since this is the matter of cul-
tural-spiritual genocide against the
Serbian Orthodox Church and the
Serbian people, Mileusnic states and
adds that destroyed were even cultural
monuments of the world's cultural her-
itage 0-group, protected under the
Hague Convention, such as the log
house churches in Donja Rasanica and
Rastovac in Croatia, erected in the 18th
century. Reproaching cultural Europe
for failing to adequately oppose this
uncivilised destroying of the Christian
heritage, Slobodan Mileusnic recalls
that since the very onset of war devel-
opments in the Yugoslav territories the
Serbian Orthodox Church has
appealed to all round the world capable
to help to protect and rescue cultural
heritage of all peoples and all confes-
sions, expressing hope that the day
shall come when all church demolish-
ers would have to render accounts for
what they had done.

In war times rescued and taken out

of the range of invaders, the church-
cultural heritage served in peace as a
testimony to Serbian perseverance and
ancient Christian roots, therefore it has
always been reattacked by church
demalishers. None of them, no matter
how powerful, has succeeded to eradi-
cate it. Thus were preserved the icons
from the Lazarica church in
Dalmatinsko Kosovo, the icon of St. llija
from the Church of Dormition in Drnis,
silver-encrusted throne icons from the
Dragovic monastery, the iconostasis of
the St. Nicolay Church in Vukovar, the
Octoechos of Bozidar Vukovic from
1537, and the Belgrade Tetraevangelia
from 1552... Now, safeguarded with
other about a hundred items in the trea-
sury of the Bishopric Home in Sremski
Karlovci, there is a hope that maybe
once - if Serbs would return to their
ancestral hearths from where they had
been expelled, they shall be returned
there from where they originate.

Mirjana Kuburovic
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SIGNPOST FOR FRIENDS
AND WARNING TO ENEMIES

n the occasion of the anniver-
O sary of the end of armed NATO

aggression on our country,
President of Serbia Milan Milutinovic lit
the eternal flame on the memorial of the
same name, built in the Park of Friend-
ship at Usce in New Belgrade, to sym-
bolize the people's resistance to NATO
aggression and to commemorate the
heroic defence of the entire people of
Serbia.

Addressing the people gathered
for the occasion Serbian President
Milan Milutinovic said: "Dear citizens,
we have gathered here to light the eter-
nal flame and thus forever imprint on
our memories the ruthless bombing of
Serbia on the part of 19 NATO member
countries as well as the heroic defence
of Serbia wherein its entire nation took
part,

The history of Serbia is the one of
freedom. It has been woven of frequent
attempts to subjugate us and short
respites of peace when we developed
and grew stronger as a nation and
state. By persisting in the defence of
freedom we have survived in these

parts. Freedom was and has remained
for us the substance of our national
being. Guarding this value, we have
honed our senses to recognize force,
evil and injustice. And we have
acquired the ability, courage and skill to
defend ourselves from these success-

fully.
We had to defend our freedom

from those who were stronger, more
numerous and more powerful in mili-
tary and economic terms. Because they
considered themselves powers they
thought they could take our freedom
away and that, moreover, they were
entitled to do that. Because we never
agreed to measure the defence of free-
dom with the military supremacy of the
enemy and because we were not afraid
of its brutality and cruelty - we turned
out victorious. We won because we
knew what we were defending.

The Importance of Freedom

Although we defended our free-
dom with blood, freedom, for us, has
never been something to fight for with a
sword and guard with rifles, something
that requires the smell of gunpowder
and fire alone. We were not brave only
when it took giving our lives for the
homeland. Freedom for us is to live,
work and develop as we choose and as
the interests and the will of our people
require. Freedom for us is to prove our
worth by working, building a society on
more humane and just grounds, per-
manently aspiring to make life better for
all people.

Freedom for us is a tolerant society
and state - tolerant of other religions,
cultures and nations. Freedom for us is
tolerance which does not allow us to
inlerfere in the affairs of others, just as

we expect others not to interfere in
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ours. This tolerance has often cost us a
lot. But, we shall never give it up. That
Is why Serbia was and has remained
the single multinational and multi-con-
fessional community in these parts, a
state of all its citizens. In brief, without
life in tolerance of differences, there
can be no freedom or free life.

That is how through history we
kept measuring our freedom, and that
is also how we shall go on measuring
the actual freedom of others.

Precisely because we, as a nation,
have never agreed to sacrifice our free-
dom we have, especially in the post-
war decades accomplished great
things in science, education, all
branches of arts, sports, industry, agri-
culture and economy in general. There
can be no success, no development
and no progress without freedom.
Only a free nation and free people can
achieve something like that.

The eternal flame of freedom taken
from our hearts and souls to this tall pil-
lar represents the 78 days of heroic
resistance to NATO aggressors. But
this eternal flame also symbolizes all
the torches of freedom which could not
have been extinguished amongst our
people by the great empires and their
powerful armies. This fire symbolizes
the historical meaning of guarding ones
honour, dignity and pride or, as the leg-
endary Serbian poet Branka Miljkovic
put it in his glorious poet Yugoslavia:

"Everything that lacks fire burns
down,

. Everything

becomes night

that burns down

What remains unburned gives birth
to a new day".

In his poem The Homeland,
Branko Miljkovic said:

“Even if they kill me,

| still love you" :

Thus in the best way he expresses
the unwavering readiness of our nation
of all generations to love and defend
their homeland.

Due to the depth of the message
and the truth they convey these verses
have been carved into the base of this
monument with the eternal flame of
freedom, in honour of Branko Miljkovic
and as our lasting acknowledgement to
the great patriotic poet

Today, a year after the end of the
aggression, we hear increasingly fre-
quent voices in the world, even in the
aggressor countries, saying that NATO
turned out a loser in the senseless and
brutal war against our people and our
state. NATO has not attained its military
objectives and is politically completely
degraded.

NATO has sustained a proper mili-
tary-political debacle.

Force Brought No One Any Good in
the Balkans

¢ The war stopped when the prob-
lem was reverted into the political
sphere and when the Security Council
undertook to guarantee the peace and
security of citizens in Kosmet.
Unfortunately, the KFOR and UNMIK do
not carry out Security Council
Resolution 1244, and Kouchner's

administration is no more than logistic
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fast. Without the need for freedom there
would have been no energy or creativi-
ty to rebuild numerous houses, hospi-
tals, bridges, roads and factories, or to
implement development projects.
Precisely this, the proof that we are free
when we defend ourselves and build
and work, bothers our enemies the
most. That is also why those in our
country who try to justify what the
aggressor did to us and who forget that
one cannot trade the freedom of one's
nation and that freedom is priceless,
are powerless. That is why this eternal
fire of freedom is the warning and mes-
sage to all that betrayal could never be
accepted in Serbia and that no quisling
lasted long here - said president
Milutinovic and continued: "Dear citi-
zens, the people of Belgrade, let this
eternal flame of freedom at the conflu-
ence of two large rivers, one the largest
on the Yugoslav territories, the other
largest in Europe, here in the Park of
Friendship, facing the monument to vic-
tory on Kalemegdan, be the warning to
all who did not learn the lesson from
the fate of campaigns to conguer
Serbia.

This flame of freedom, on a specif-
ic geo-strategic crossroads in Europe,

shall light the road to all who wish to
cooperate with our country, who wish
to build a better world in peace and on
equal basis.

This fire shall be a kind of a light-
house to the current young generation
and all future generations, a witness
that Serbia shall defend its freedom,
while we, as a nation, live in these
parts.

The flame of freedom shall be a
signpost to friends and warning to ene-
mies. Let the future and the time ahead
open the roads for friends and let the
enemies remain in history, although we
as a nation are inclined to forgive, but
never forget. Especially, we shall never
forget a single child, girl or boy, woman
or old man, a single hero of our
defence, solider or policeman, a single
citizen brutally murdered by rockets or
bombs.

“Let this fire burn eternally in mem-
ory of the heroic defence of Serbia by
its entire nation," as the inscription in
the base of this lighthouse of freedom
says. Long live the heroic nation of
Serbia. Long live free Yugoslavia - con-
cluded Milan Milutinovic, President of
the Republic of Serbia.
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support to the Albanian separatism and
terrorism as well as plunder of private
and state property, doing everything to
make Kosovo completely lose is multi-
ethnic and multi-confessional charac-
lef, They failed to provide the basic
thing in Kosovo, the right to life and
gquality. the right to property, educa-
tion, medical treatment, employment.
In brief, peace and security for all.
Instead, they brought chaos, narco-
mafia, crime and especially ethnic
cleansing, terror and persecution of
Serbs, Montenegrins and other non-
Albanian population of Kosmet, thereby
endangering the stability of the entire
region and even beyond.

Today, it is quite clear that soon
even those who offer the strongest
opposition to the idea will be assured
that no solution for Kosmet could be
reached without the respect for integri-
ty and sovereignty of our country,
equality of all who live in it and mutual
dialogue. No one has ever fared well in
this region when problems were
resolved from the outside and by the
use of force, which is what usually hap-
pened in the Balkans. But, this bore no
good to Europe and the world either,

Just as during all previous wars,
aggressions and attempts to destroy
our state, and eradicate our nation,
Serbia is recovering with the speed
originating from the energy deriving
from a clean conscience and an untar-
nished face before ourselves and future
generations, before the whole world.
We were attacked on the part of NATO
and ruthlessly bombed for 78 days and

nights. The bombs ruined schools, hos-

pitals, maternity wards, houses,
bridges, energy facilities, but NATO
machinery could not cope with the
Yugoslav army and the members of the
Ministry of the Interior. Despite the dis-
appointment and human sufferings, we
have demonstrated the great and com-
plete unity of the nation and the leader-
ship of the state and armed forces, as
well as the high degree of organization:
daily life and even production did not
stop.

NATO aggression, in terms of the
barbaric nature and massacre of civil-
ians, in many ways surpasses the
crimes of the Second World War, and
the territory of Serbia suffered the most.
This aggression was and has remained
a war crime and a crime against peace
and humanity contrary to all norms of
international law, which are almost
definitively shattered by this aggres-
sion. The already mentioned unity and
high patriotic consciousness earned us
the admiration of the world, as did our
successful defence, defiance to force,
concerts on squares and bridges send-
ing the messages of peace to the
world, while the criminals dropped
bombs on our children.

Our moral strength, the one which
brought us through this NATO aggres-
sion, makes us right to be the spark of
love for freedom in Europe. That is why
we are the thorn in the side of those
who wish to use force and single-mind-
edness to arrange the world in the inter-
est of one nation. We are the warning
and the reason for the shame of those

who participated in the aggression on
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our country or supported it or even kept
quiet on it.

That is why the aggression on our
country keeps going on, only with other
means and methods, continuing pres-
Sures, organized terrorism, gross and

overt interference in our internal affairs -
all for the purpose of achieving what
could not be achieved with bombs and
destruction of our country.

Without this awareness of freedom
Serbia would not have recovered s0
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“Monitor," Sofia ("Politika," 15 June 2000)

KOUCHNER - PATRON OF
TERRORISTS

French physician Bernard Kouchner, appointed to impose
peace and order on Kosovo, works on the destabilisation
of the Balkans. The Bulgarian government actively
supports him

ith nonchalant ease,

incidentally, Kosovo chief adm-

inistrator Bernard Kouchner,
stated on his way to the "Kempinski-
Zografski" hotel that murderers of Val-
entin Krumov would be hardly found
because of "the absence of witnesses,"
and thus announced that this question
was brought to a close for him. Bulgar-
ian Prime Minister received this closing
by shrugging his shoulders {probably
with a relief). For him as well, this ques-
tion was closed. That crime can be filed
away to archives.

Already now we can be sure that
murderers of Kouchner's another officer
shall not be found: of his Serb inter-
preter, Petar Topolijski, whose body
was recovered on 18 May, after a few
days of suspense. Experience has con-
firmed that, in the UN special envoy's
performances, legality is reduced to
pathetic tirades following each murder
committed by the KLA, Kouchner regards
his melodramatic recitations sufficient to

wash his hands, and what is most impor-
tant, thus hushes up his responsibility for

rather

the order and legality in the Province.

This trick of stigmatising violence verbally
still works. And it will, prabably, work over
the next few months until a new boss
enters the White House.

Lawlessness with an Aim

Lawlessness prevails in Kosmet.
This is said by all Western monitars,
diplomats and emissaries who had vis-
ited the Province over the last twelve
months, from Geremek and Jimmy
Carter to international reporters.
According to the "Boston Globe" of
19 March, "many of 500 American
UNMIK policemen want to come back,
although serving in Kosovo they can
earn US$ 100,000 a year. Fifteen of
them have already returned to the USA,
confused and disappointed. "There is
no law here," says Englishman John
Foreman. "Just the KLA."

“This is the land of lawlessness,"
General Klaus Reinhard reiterated the
well-known phrase in his interview to
CNN on 2 February, "However Serbs
are not the only victims. The other chal-
lenge is violence among the Albanians

64

themselves. They have started killing
each other. Above all, over properny
issues. For the estates, if | may put it
that way."

What are the murders "for estates?"

Pressed by a report on the crimes
committed by the Kosovo Protection
Corps, made by his subordinates and
sent "over his head" to the Security
Council, Kouchner just mumbled he
lacked judges. It was just a new liein a
series of lies. Yugoslavia does have
judges, investigators and prosecutors
enough, and Kosovo is abundant in
crime witnesses.

A day after the murder of Valentin
Krumov, the Reuters correspondent
from Pristina Maria Fleit communicated
the following, as quoted by CNN:

"He left the 'Grand’ hotel with his
two colleagues and headed towards
the other end of the Mother Teresa
street, where is the UN seat, The street
was crowded with people..."

"A pack of Albanians attacked him,
dragging him away some fifty metres,
where someone shot him into the
head," says Nadya Jones, UN spokes-
woman.

"One of the Albanians swung a fist
at Krumov, and the rest started kicking
him," explained Major Jules Moroe from
the UN police forces. "A huge crowd
gathered. Suddenly we heard a shot.
The crowd dispersed, and lifeless body
remained laying on the ground.”

What a strange lack of witnesses!
Krumov was murdered in broad day
light in the busy main street, in the
presence of tens of witnesses, inclid-
ing Major Moroe from the police and

two colleagues with whom Krumov had
left the hotel. He was not assassinated
from an ambush, from a window of the
surrounding buildings, so that the mur-
derer could not be seen. On the con-
trary. They were dragging him whole 50
metres, he was kicked and pushed.
The street, as testified by Jones and
Moroe, was crowded with people
watching the showdown.

Kouchner Covers Up Murderers
because They Are Albanians

Who does not want to testify?
Policeman Moroe has already testified,
as seen from the report. Krumov's col-
leagues who were also attacked, but
managed to get out, have already given
their testimonies to police.

On 14 November last year CNN
broadcast an interview with Bulgarian
lvan Manev, the USA resident and
Krumov's friend since 17 years ago. He
sent written enquiries to Madeleine
Albright, Kofi Annan and Bulgarian rep-
resentative office referring to Krumov's
murder.

"What reply do you expect from
Albright and Annan, the anchorman of
the Diplomatic licence, Richard Rott,
asked him.

" expect their explanations. For
example, why it took four days to "trans-
fer' Valentin's body to Sofia? Itis a dis-
tance of just some hundred miles,"
Manev replied.

Mr. Manev will be probably waiting
and hoping for long. Has anyone hap-

pened to hear Ivan Kostov's reply to
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that "successful Bulgarian' from the
USA?

The truth is not in the absence of
witnesses, but in the policy of the chief
administrator.

Covering up Albanian crimes has
turned into the major task of the
"Doctors without frontiers” founder.

Where are the murderers of Kouchn-
ers Bulgarian beheaded driver? No
trace of them, they have run away.

Where are the murders of the Russ-
jan peacemakers? Also they have
vanished somewhere.

Where are the murderers of further
800 men, abductors of the 700 miss-
ing, and 650 injured or mutilated?
They must have vanished into thin
air.

Where are those who had raped
nuns of the Devic monastery? Doing
all the misdeeds they want, unob-
structed, elsewhere?

Where are the arsonists of 200 Ser-
bian villages? Hidden in the small
woods so that Kouchner cannot find
them?

Has any single Albanian been
brought to trial for the crimes he com-
mitted? None! Kouchner tock a good
care that such a gaffe would not occur.

Tomorrow shall be a year since the
adoption of the UN Security Council
Resolution 1244, based on which
Kouchner was sent to Kosovo. He is
there to ensure a series of terms
agreed with the Yugoslav government

and voted in the Yugoslav Parliament,

including the following:

Article 15 - Immediate demilitarisa-
tion of the "KLA" and other armed for-
mations of Kosovo Albanians and
cease of all hostilities.

Addendum 2, point 6 - After the
withdrawal of the ‘Yugoslav Army, an
agreed number of the Yugoslav m:.a
Serb units shall return to Kosovo in
order to execute the following duties:

_ maintenance of relations with the
international civil mission and interna-
tional police units; marking and demi-
ning the mine fields; preservation of the
Serbian historic monuments; safekeep-
ing of major crossroads.

8. (To carry out) the political
process for the establishment of the
framework for a temporary political
agreement on substantial self-govern-
ment of Kosovo, with full respect of the
sovereignty and territorial integrity of
the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and
other state regions... with the view of
developing conditions for the peaceful
and normal life of all citizens of the
Province.

Administration's Tragic Balance

For the execution of this task
Kouchner disposes with a lot of money
and human resources. Subordinated to
Kouchner are: the Transitional interna-
tional administration; the Kosovo
Protection Corps (i.e. "KLA"?); the
Humanitarian mission (UNHCR office):
the Reconstruction department (under
the EU representatives leadership): the
Department for institutions building

{(under the OSCE leadership).

—
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And regardless of all the huge
resources, the balance of his adminis-
tration is tragic.

Mr. Kouchner, why Yugoslav forces
are not allowed in the Province, as
requested under the agreement with
Yugoslavia? Is it because thereby lives
of hundreds of Serbs would be saved
and destruction of historic monuments
prevented?

Instead of being pressed by ques-
tions over his policy of chaos and self-
will Kouchner is given the opportunity
to justify Albanian violence on the
Bulgarian national television.

Judging by a tirade humilating for a
doctor, that Kouchner had in the prime
time, mass murders are the expression
of the traditional, ever since the middle
ages, Albanian vendetta. Hence, this is
not a matter of crimes, but of cherishing
a popular tradition, so that the crimes
should be observed in the evolutionary
aspect.

If acting by Kouchner's advice,
Europe should let Albanian humanoids
go on Killing and plundering all until
they get exhausted, as probably one
day they would spontaneously decide
to get civilised. There are no time
terms, but according to Kouchner, we
shall have to wait until "at least one gen-
aration of Albanians" gets satisfied with
its loot.

Until then tens of thousands of
bandits, whose arresting and trials asks
for not more than a month or two, shall
be terrorising the Peninsula countries.
Making a mockery of their thousand-
year long civilisation. Threatening with
*a destabilisation" of Macedonia,

Montenegro and further on. They will
be making provocations against the ter-
ritorial integrity of the neighbouring
countries, which is, after all, the aim of
this all.

A NATO Test Range

In his article of 20 October 1899
about Kumrov's murder, Justin
Raymond, supporter of the Republican
Party, refers to Bulgaria as "a small
nation eastward of Yugoslavia, anxious
to show NATO how useful it could be to
the Alliance if used as a terrain for allied
attacks on the neighbouring countries.”
The author discards a possibility that
Krumov is a Bulgarian citizen. He calls
him “the first victim of America" in
Kosovo. His estimation of Bulgaria, no
matter how painful for us, is true.

What have so far done the authori-
ties of Kostov in order to catch
Albanians who are killing and abduct-
ing Bulgarians in Kosovo? What
Nadezda Mihajlova can tell about the
search for Bulgarian driver's murderer,
for example? Does she know his name
at all? How many questions on this
have been raised in the Parliament?
What is being done to catch Albanians
who are illegally staying in the territory
of Bulgaria?

Tens of civil committees round the
world insist on the return of sovereign
rights over Kosovo to Yugoslavia,
regarding the complete failure of NATO
and UNMIK, and request Kouchners
resignation. Their members are
affirmed names in the field of interna-
tional law, lawyers, diplomats, philoso-
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w.:ma. Four requests against aggres-
sion were filed with the Hague Tribunal,
requesting to bring NATO Killers to trial.

Bulgaria is one of the few countries
without such civil structure. Even more,
Bulgarian society allows that in the

"Piccolo," Trieste ("Politika," 29 May 2000)

ALARMING STATE IN KOSOVO

iolence and terrorist attacks on

citizens of the Serb and Romany

origin are almost daily. While they
move out, increasingly more Albanians
are moving in to Kosmet.

Rome - While Serbs and Romanies
flee, 250,000 Albanians have moved daily.
into the territory of Kosovo. Before the
eyes of the world, pretending to see
nothing, a true ethnical cleansing takes
place,” this is how Milan "Oservatorio”
had pictured the current situation in
Kosovo, referring to the Ancona confer-
ence on security in the Adriatic.

The report was presented also to
Pope John Paul II at the audience on 8
March, and then again on 16 March a let-
ter with similar contents was sent to him.

of the FRY

Parliament are quoted NATO killers' flat-
tering estimations about servile, fawn-
ing policy of this anti-Bulgarian govern-
ment. Why wonder then that even USA
Republicans contemptuously call us
“candidates for a NATO test range.”

ation. Let us not forget that the situation
is still more aggravated by the absurd
embargo that NATO countries had
imposed on Yugoslavia. Violence and
terrorist attacks on the citizens of Serb
and Romany origin, take place almost

"Since the KFOR's arrival to Koso-
vo," Todiscco goes on, "1,025 Serbs
and Romanies were killed, and 1,248
are missing. About 340,000 men have
left their homes and fled to other parts

“The cultural-historic menuments
originating from the middle ages, are
plundered or set to fire. QOver 85
churches and monasteries are severely
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tered. Thousands of Albanian women,
in spite of their rape experience, are
forced into prostitution round the
European capilals. If opposing, they
would be killed: 52 murders with this
motive were registered last year in vari-
ous European cities. In Italy alone, 495
Albanians suspected of organising
prostitution were arrested in 1999."

The Milan "Oservatorio” concludes:
"So far 40 thousand signatures have

"The Prague Post," Prague

Prague, 7 June
would like to tell you about the Koso-
vo Romanies, or Gypsies, whom |
have met during my recent journey

to Kasovo and Macedonia.

When the bombing ended, the
returning Albanians terrorised them as
“the Serb collaborators" and set fire to
their houses, thereby forcing them to
leave. Today Romanies, if having

PERSECUTION OF KOSOVO
ROMANIES

been collected. The Nobel Prize win-
ners Dario Fo and Franca Rame were
among the first ones to put down their
signatures on an appeal for the lifting of
the sanctions against Yugoslavia and
against ethnical cleansing in Kosovo,
that would be presented to Prime
Minister Amatto. These topics shall not
be discussed in Ancona, because nei-
ther Serbian government nor UN repre-

sentatives in Kosovo have been invited."

since they last received some food,
meaning flour, oil, sugar and beans, the
foodstuffs which they supplement with
vegetables from their small gardens. In
spite of the reconstruction works, they
are unwelcome even as manual work-
ers, not to mention their former jobs as
miners or cabdrivers.

One ought just to see the burned
down Romany village of Obilic, where

damaged. The elections for institutional
bodies organs, scheduled for the next
maonths, are to be without Serb candi-
dates, which shall bring about the
definitive end of a multiethnic Kosovo.

"During the last months an incre-
ase in all types of illegal activities, such
as drug trafficking, has been regis-

"After the end of the war" explains
Todisco, director of the Oservatorio,
"over two thousand Serbs were killed,
and six thousand wounded in Kosovo.
Although bridges have been provision-
m. ally repaired, most of the industrial
. plants have not been put back in oper-
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homes at all, are often afraid to leave
them. Thousands of remaining
Romanies live in refugee camps in
Macedonia, where sanitary conditions
and diet are poor, officers corrupted
and social isolation prevailing.

In the village of Precce in Kosovo,
Romanies never leave the village with-
out a KFOR's escort. It is over a month

o -

remaining walls are covered with KLA
gratffiti, to realise why they are so afraid
to leave their village. Yet, in spite of
this, the UNHCR wants to return to
Kosovo the Romanies who found
refugee in Macedonia, although condi-
tions there are almost equal to impris-
onment.

Some 3,000 Kosovo Romanies live

SERBIA IN THE WORLD MNo. 98/99

now in six

each five
while the

cans.

“collective centres" through-
out Macedonia. In two such centres
that | visited (Struga 1 and Pretor), 500
men are accommodated in the bed-
rooms of the children's summer camp
(called hotels by the UNHCR), with per
13 men in each room, on the average.
In Pretor refugees complain that
the Center director steals best u.:m__:__..,
goods from the humanitarian aid for his
own restaurant. When the Red Cross
recently sent canned chicken meat,

Gypsies, of course, have stolen 275

Sanitation conditions are horrible.

rant, but they could not talk freely
before the hotel manager, so that the
interview was made by the lake. Also
here, like in Struga 1, refugees told us
that the KLA has gained positions in
Macedonia and naw threatens them.

These refugees are well educated
and politically aware. These men had
their homes, professions, and all their
[ives they were working as Yugoslav cit-
izens. Refugees from Struga sent sev-
eral times petitions to the UNHCR,
UNMIK, European Council and
Macedonian authorities. No one from
among them can warrant them a safe
return to Kosovo. As a matter of fact,
even no one has replied to them. Not a
single humanitarian aid agency assists

men got just per one can,
director reported that the

In Struga, children run barefooted
through flooded corridors. There are
only six toilets and four showers for 500
men. Refugees must pay taxes to be
admitted to hospitals, where some doc-
tors refuse tp give them treatment.
Many refugees in Pretor work illegally
on local building sites for a pay of five
German marks a day to earn something
for their needs, or sell their own clothes,

them to establish contact with their fam-
ilies that had stayed there.

The same day we visited Struga,
two families decided to go back to
Kosovo, by their own free will.
Embittered refugees told us later it was
the first time that morning that UNHCR
brought a journalist into the Centre, as
well as a horse for photographing, to

next day

although some of them would have to
go to trial because of such "crimes.”

Refugees have a limited radius of
movement: half kilometre in Struga and
two kilometres, with a police written
permit, in the isolated Pretor. In Struga
were not allowed to take pho-

we 4 "
tographs, while in Pretor police now?
accused me and my companion of hav-

ing forge

neither enter

mﬁm< _:J ZJ
interview refu

make pictures of the "nomads" return-
ing home. When we asked them if they
had a message for the West, Kosovo
Romanies made the following appeal:
“Where are the people who were fight-
ing for the justice during the war in
Kosovo? Why dont they fight for us

d American passports. The
they advised us that we can
the collective centre nor
e nearby hotel. We tried 1o
gees in the nearby restau-
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FRY GOVERNMENT'S STATEMENT ON
THE ANNIVERSARY OF TERMINATION
OF NATO AGGRESSION ON OUR
COUNTRY

Belgrade (Tanjug) for the preservation of
he Federal Government noted an Peace and security
. evident failure of UNMIK and the
KFOR to protect the elementary
human rights of citizens, they under-
look to secure, as well as to preserve The FRY has in this w,
the multi-ethnic, multi-confessional and its trust in the United Nations and
multi-cultural nature of Kosove and agreed with the Security Council reso-
Metohija, quotes a statement of the lution, the most important provisions of
Federal Government made by the which anticipate fu|] respect for the sgy-
Prime Minister Momir Bulatovic. ereignty and territorial integrity of the
The Government's statement read FR of Yugoslavia and imply cooperation
by the federal Prime Minister reads: with our autherities in the pursuit of the
“The Federal Government of the mandate of the international
FRY has noted that the brutal aggres- and civilian presence.
sion of 19 NATO member countries, led However, the Federal Government
by the U.S.A. against the FR of has, after a year of thejr presence in
Yugoslavia is an act in contravention of Kosavo and Metohija, noted that the
the international jaw and a crime KFOR and UNMIK, headed by Bernarg
against peace and humanity, Kouchner, systematically violate the
Military aggression was ended by mandate of Resolution 1244, ohstryct
the adoption of the UN Security Council its implementation thereby manifesting
Resolution -1244 dated 1g June 1999, the lack of abilities and. readiness tq
The Resolution was Preceded by the stop the killing on daily basis, establish
adoption of the >_._zmm:..0:m303<a3 order, and secure the lives and proper-
document and the conclusion of the ty of the Kosovo and Metohija popula-
Kumanovo Military-Technicai Agree- tion, or even to observe the territorial

et . integrity and Sovereignty of our country,
Thereby the resolution of the They have completely betrayed the
Kosovo and Metohija problem was trust invested with them.

returned into the framework of the After the deployment of UNMIK ang
Woarld organization, i.e. the Security KFOR, the province of Kosovo and

Council, as the only legitimate autharity ?_mﬁo:_._mm was turned into g base of

e

international

Betrayed Trust

ay manifested

military
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a car. A few hours after that, the KFOR
came to search Trajkovic's house and
arrested his wounded father.

In the village of Kiokot in Kosovsko
Pomoravlje, the Albanian terrorists fired
at Serbs who cultivated their fields. The
balance - one women killed and three
men wounded,

On a village road near Preoci, in
central Kosovo, the extremists have
planted trip mines twice already. Three

Serbs got killed and six persons were
wounded including two girls of five and
seven years,

The head of the international
administration Bernard Kouchner stat-
ed that it is good that "the place where
Serbs are killed, Preoci, was visited by
Albanian leaders Hashim Taci and
Ibrahim Rugova".

In the bombing attack on the
largest Serbian enclave in central
Kosovo in Gracanica, eight Serbs were
wounded. The British and Swedish sol-
diers shot at Serbs who gathered to
protest against the attack. The KFOR
abducted from the Gracanica hospital a
wounded Nebojsa Stojanovic and took
him to prison. "Members of the peace
forces" broke the hospital door, cut the

infusion tube and took Stojanovic away
without appropriate protection.

Almost on daily basis the Albanian
exiremists attack the Serbian enclaves.
Gorazdevac has been shelled a num-
ber of times during the past month.
Sniper fire was opened on the Serbian
villages Banje and Suvo Grlo, as well as

the Serbian villages in Sredacka and
Sirinicka Zupa.

The anniversary of the peace mis-

sion in Kosmet has been marked by
Serbian barricades on roads of North
Kosovo, Strpce and Kosovo Pomora-
vije. Two-hour blockade of the roads
was a way to show what the Serbs
thought of the performance of the inter-
national mission in Kosovo and Metohija.

Actually, it appears as if the UN
Resolution 1244 had been adopted not
to be implemented. All who may influ-
ence its implementation and are oblig-
ed to do that, grossly violate it.

Over the past year, in the presence
of 45 thousand international peace
forces, the Albanian terrorists carried
out over S thousand terrorist attacks
killing more than a thousand Serbs,
kidnapping 940 and banishing 340
thousand people from their houses. At
the same time, permission was given
for settling in Kosovo of 250 thousand
Albanians from north Albania and
Macedonia. About a hundred Orthodox
churches were destroyed. The Serbs
may visit the graves of their ancestors
only if accompanied by the KFOR sal-
diers armed to their teeth. Even then
their Albanian neighbours usually hurl
stones at them.

The automatic extension of
Resolution 1244 is nothing but legaliza-
tion of the Kosovo hell, Albanian terror,
violence and crime.

The first anniversary of the interna-
tional military and civilian presence in
Kosmet brought no progress. On the
contrary. The region has become the
centre of international crime, the
empire of narco-mafia and the largest
terronst base in the world.
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spent a whole year wandering in the
dark of the Kesovo hell in attempts to
make cosmetic political solutions to
cancel its own failures and cover up for
its complete inefficiency.
The main objectives of the mission
- Peace and stability - have not been
obtained. The situation of security and
human rights has been drastically
aggravated. It turns out that the only
objective of the mission was to carry
out elections and form the administra-
tion in a state of chaos. The administra-
tion shall naturally be handed over to
Albanian extremists, The victims are still
presented as culprits while criminals
are awarded by being enthroned to
power.
The single objective of the civilian
mission's head Bernard Kouchner is to
make a population census and carry
out the elections, This would end stage
one of pulling the Serbian roots out of
Kosovo and Metohija. He is building an
infrastructure, which will enable con-
trolled return through pilot projects to
serve as marketing examples of the
‘efficiency” of the international peace
mission. The creation of the illegal
provincial administrative council of
Kosovo with unlimited powers, intro-
duction of a special currency, establish-
ment of Kosovo police and customs,
laking away of public firms of Serbia,
the census, elections, are all a part of
the list of Kouchner's gross violations of
the UN Security Council's resolution on
Kosovo.
“The memorials" to KFOR perfor-
mance in the southern Serbian

Kosovska Mitrovica, there are obvious
daily attempts to break the strong resis-
tance of the local Serbs. In Gracanica
and Kosove Pomoravlje the internation-
al peacekeepers, hand in hand with the
terrorists, harass and intimidate the
Serbian population. In the village of
Musnikovo in Sredacka Zupa Serbian
houses are marked by yellow bands. It
may be unnecessary to mention that
the region is controlled by the soldiers

of the German KFOR contingent.

In a place called Potkaljaja, near

Prizren, a Serbian house inhabited by

three women has been fenced in

barbed wire. The foreign journalists jok-

ingly ask whether it would be better to

surround with barbed wire those who

burn Serbian houses, kill Serbs, plun-

der and harass all who do not speak

Albanian language,

Sarhs in Orahovac and Velika
Hoca, slowly but steadily leave their
homes 6f canturies. For a whole year
thay lived thers as if in a prison.

Kasowa has become the largest
camp in the world, a group of a few
raser/ations where Serbs are rounded
up. These ara all metaphors of the inter-
national performance in Kosovo and
Metohija.

Under such conditions the UN
Security Council routinely notes that
"despite deep differences in the views
concerning the situation in Kosovo,
there are no joint conclusions” and that

the 'validity of Resolution 1244 is auto-
matically extended",

Milivore Mihajiovie
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SERBS IN KOSMET A YEAR AFTER

__ e expect that within a few
days something will
change, something will

have to change" This was the answer
most frequently heard from the Serbs in
the central part of Kosmet asked about
their feelings at the end of a year's man-
date of the international mission in Kos-
met. As to the guestion why they
should have such expectations they
usually responded: "On the basis of
what is happening to us, the reality and
facts!"

Baoth the answer and the expecta-
tions, however unreal they may seem,
looked logical in the circumstances
prevailing during the first ten or so days
of June, on the eve of the UN Security
Council session dedicated to Kosmet,
when in a series of terrorist attacks five
Serbs were killed and about thirty
wounded. All this happened in a purely

Serbian environment in a circle of some
thirty kilometres around Pristina, almost

before the eyes of the international mis-
sion's forces.

"| was sitting in the back seat of the
car with children. All of a sudden we
heard a horrible explosion” says
Natasa Ristic (32) explaining what hap-
pened to her on 2 June on the road
between Preoci and Ugljan, iwo
Serbian villages in the municipality of
Kosovo Polje. "l did not know what was
going on. The car caught fire and |
managed to pull Kristina (5) and Bojana
(3) from the smoking wreck. | tried to
get my brother out, but | could not." she
told me the same day in the hospital in

Kosovo Polie, holding her two daugh-
ters, still scared and bruised with
scratched and blackened faces.

The car run onto an anti-tank mine
placed there during the night. Mother
and children miraculously went through
the ordeal without being seriously
injured, but Natasa's brother Sinisa
Dimic (35) and his neighbour Viastimir
Miric (48) were killed. Only a day before
the terrorists in a speeding car shot at a
group of Serbs working their fields in
the village of Klokot near Vitina.
Lepterka Marinkovic (67) was killed and
Petar Tomic (33) and Mladen
Marinkovic (68) seriously wounded
while Dobrivoje Radic (50) sustained
only a light wound.

In Gracanica on 6 June in the
morning, the terrorist hurled a bomb on
an improvised market. By mere chance
fatal casualties were avoided and about
ten people were wounded. "A red 'Opel
was moving from Gnjilane to Pristina,”
one of the wounded, Dragan
Maksimovic (44) told us immediately
after the incident. “Then the car slowed
down and one of the terrorists threw a
bomb in the direction of a woman and
a child getting out of their car
Somebody stepped forward and kicked
the bomb towards the centre of the
street. An explosion followed. | fell to
the ground, but a few fragments caught
me. The red Opel speeded off towards
Pristina." No one knows how the terror-
ists could get away, because only a few
hundred meters from the spot located

on the only way out of the village is the
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police checkpoint of the Swedish KFOR
contingent.

In the village of Dobrotin, about
thirty kilometres southeast of Pristina,
Zoran Gudzic and his uncle Miodrag,
while working on their field, were bru-
tally beaten by a group of Albanians
from a neighbouring  village.
Immediately after that the Albanians
from that same village driving like crazy
through Dobrotin literally ran over
everything and everybody in their way.
A number of people were more or |ess
seriously hurt. "l heard a muffled blow,
the noise of a car and saw my neigh-
bour falling to the ground a few metres
away from the road, he was hit by one
of the cars which flew by us driving in &
tandem,” explained teenager Milan
Nicic, still bruised and with an armin a
cast up to his shoulder. "Before | could
move away a car came at me driving
fast' says Milan. "l jumped, but the
rear-view mirror caught my hand and
the car pulled me behind it. Somehaw |
broke away but ended with two arm
fractures.”

Similar attacks on the Serbs were
almost a daily occurrence in the early
June in Cernica, Bresje, Babin Most,
Obilic, Besinje... Hardly a single case
has been clarified and the offenders
identified. "The KFOR soldiers were
much more concernad with preventing
the justified protests of the Serbs and
hushing things up than with catching
the criminals." In Gracanica, trying to
prevent the protest of the Serbs revolt-
ed after a bombing attack on the mar-
ket, the British soldiers fired and
wounded two After 33-year old Milutin

Trajkovic in Babin Most was killed while
sitting in front of the village store. the
UNMIK police, instead of chasing after
the terrorists, imprisoned his father for
two days allegedly for illegal posses-
sion of a handgun.

“All this leads to the conclusion that
the Mission is incapable of carrying out
its obligations stemming from the
Security Council Resolution and secure
the safety of Serbs even in their vil-
lages. Or is it perhaps that they do not
wish to do that," judges Slobodan llic,
president of the local national assembly
of Serbs in the Kosovo district. Certain
cases even suggest that the terrorist
have the KFOR support," adds llic, not-
ing that "the intensification of terrorist
attacks on the eve of the UN Security
Council session on Kosovo was
planned to substantiate the thesis that
the Mission's continuing presence in
the province was a necessity despite
the disastrous performance.”

ot b

In all the above-mentioned cases
the KFOR soldiers and officers came
after the crime had been accomplished
and, as a rule, concermned themselves
with consequences failing to identify
the causes or perpetrators of crimes.
During the meetings generally orga-
nized after the terrorist attacks
responding to all the reasonable but
embarrassing questions of the Serbs,
they usually say that "politics is politics
and we are soldiers obeying orders".
This uncanvincing defence, of both the

British General Shirreff, commander of
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the Multinational Brigade Centre in
Gracanica and the young Finnish major
in Dobrotin were indirect admissions
that many things in the acts of the mis-
sion are neither logical nor clear.

With this kind of experience, the
Serbs in Kosovo and Metohija doubt
that the proclaimed objectives of the
mission concerning civilian and nation-
al security, rights, ... are the only ones
the mission has. They are afraid that in
addition to the proclaimed there are
also the illegal, secret objectives and

plans which are not in their interest and
go beyond Resolution 1244. Should
this prove correct, the Mission could
definitely be considered a failure, and
the change of its mandate shall
become not only a logical but an
inevitable thing. Serbs expect that the
terrorists will be disarmed, the violence
stopped and the conditions created for
a normal life.

Radovan Pantovic
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van holst en steijnen

From: Ruza <despot@wish.net>

To: Nico & Neeltje steijnen <n.h.van.holst@freeler.nl>; Global Reflexion <office@globalreflexion.org>
Sen@: vrijdag 29 maart 2002 16:36

Subject:  Fw: - Ljudska prava - ANTIWAR:Balkan Meltdown

— Original Message —

From: Olivera Pavlovic <olipa@elab tmfbg.ac.yu>

To: <ljudska_prava@yahoogroups.com>

Ce: <pokre Unet.yu>

Sent: Iriday, March 29, 2002 1:19 PM

Subject: - Ljudska prava - ANTIWAR:Balkan Mcltdown

Date sent: Wed, 27 Mar 2002 22:41:32 -0500

Fl’DnEl: "minja m." <minja@vlada.ca>
Subject: ANTIWAR:Balkan Meltdown by Christopher Deliso
To: undisclosed-recipients:,

http:/fwww.antiwar.com/orig/deliso38 . htm]

ANTIWAR, Wednesday, March 27, 2002

Balkan Meltdown

Across the Fermer Yugoslavias, lensions are rising spectacularly
by Christopher Deliso
UNCHARTED WATERS

March 2002 in the Balkans: how will future historians remember this
unbelicvable month? Will it be for the uncarthing of a mujahedin

threat in Macedonia - or for the discrediting of that threat by the US

and the BBC? Will it be for the peaceful dissolution of the Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia - or for the American spy scandal that has

rocked what remains of that fragile coalition? Will the month of March
2002 be warmly remembered for the Macedonian donor conference, which
got that impoverished country off and running - or will the conference
come to be mocked as yet another ineffective photo-opportunity for the
West to preen and congratulate itself? Finally, will this month be ~
remembered for the Bosnian government's fim

handling of the residual Islamic terror threat - or as thc_ month when
that threat spiraled out of control, and paralyzed America's
diplomatic operations in Bosnia?

No one knows, but the outlook is not promising. The scariest thing
about

this month, which by all accounts has scen a dizzying whirlwind of
uncnding action, is that it is not yet over. There are still a few

days left of March 2002 - at the current rate, enough to upend any
tenlative conclusions we may reach here.

YUGOSLAVIA IS NO MORE - UNLESS, OF COURSE, YOURE A PROSECUTOR

As the Milosevic trial continues to meander aimlessly Ihrou'gh a forest
of discredited wilnesses and unsubstantiated rumors, Slobo's main
antagonist - Hague prosecutor Carla del Ponte - has b;r;Jorr;‘c o
increasingly frustrated and impatient. Secing that the " y (tTnth.m
Yugoslav president is in danger of speaking mor¢ inte g;ci':l :ftha

had been expected, the inquisition has moved on {0 lhctﬁ:::twicc .
Republika Srpska. Here, NATO troops :.umuwessfuﬂy O
caplure the tribunal’s most wanted criminal - Radovﬂﬂrmiul!dﬂw :

Ponte astutely noted, it is very difficult to capture on¢ LUg

300302



De veiligheid van de Nederlandse ambassade i_n de FRJ is in de media%\_
de orde gekomen. Gaat het alleen om het Servische personeel? Wat Ziin
de concrete activiteiten van ambassadeur Sizoo en diens staf in de

komende dagen? B ; .
Wordt rekening gehouden met een behoorlijke Servische luchtafweer in

de vorm van raketten en viiegtuigen? .
Ten slotte refereerde de heer Hoekema aan de klacht van de Amerikanen
over de langdurige parlementaire procedures in enfcele landen van het
bondgenootschap en vroeg hij naar de consequenties daarvan,

Mevrouw Vos (GroenLinks) had geconstateerd dat het geweld in Kosovo
doorgaat en dat Milosevic de resoluties van de Veiligheidsraad aan zijn
laars lapt, waardoor er een humanitaire ramp dreigt voor 300 000
viuchtelingen. Die ramp speelde voor haar fractie een grote rol bij het
beantwoorden van de vraag of het parlement wil instemmen met
deelname aan eventuele NAVO-luchtaanvallen. De diplomatieke middelen
lijken uitgeput, maar zij was het met de regering eens dat alles op alles
gezet moet worden om alsnog tot een politieke oplossing te komen.

Zij kon zich vinden in de redenering van de regering dat resolutie 1199
geschikt is om verdere stappen te nemen, maar wees op de houding van
Rusland. Wat zal het gevolg van het nemen van deze stappen zijn voor de
relatie met Rusland?

De fractie van Groenlinks wilde graag nadere informatie over de
effectiviteit van het beoogde middel en de risico’s die aan het gebruik van
dat middel kleven. Wat zal er gebeuren als het gebruik van dit middel
geen gunstig effect heeft? Wat zullen de bombardementen betekenen
voor de viuchtelingen die in de bergen van Kasovo zitten? In de motie-Van
Traa staat dat dit type ingrijpen duidelijk in het kader moet staan van een
humanitaire noodoperatie. Is die noodoperatie volledig op gang
gekomen? Is alles ingezet op dat vlak wat nodig is? Is er sprake van
noodconvooien naar die viuchtelingen, eventueel begeleid door anderen,
om te bereiken dat het voedsel en andere hulp op de juiste plaatsen
terechtkomen?

Mevrouw Vios nam aan dat de 2an te vallen doelen op Servisch grond-
gebied gelegen militaire doelen zijn. Op welke doelen heeft de NAVO het
oog? Welke risico’s zijn er voor vergeldingsacties en hoe groot zijn de
risico’s dat er ook onder de burgers slachtoffers vallen? Verwacht de
regering dat Milosevic zijn troepen zal terugtrekken? Wat gebeurt er als hij
niet doet wat de internationale gemeenschap hem vraagt? Worden dan
andere acties ondernomen om de viuchtelingen te beschermen en veilig
de komende winter door te helpen? Is het (iberhaupt mogelijk zodanige
acties op touw te zetten?

Zij was het ermee eens dat het inzetten van grondtroepen nu niet aan de
orde is en dat voor die inzet een resolutie van de Veiligheidsraad
noodzakelijk zou zijn. Is de regering bereid daarover mee te denken? Is de
deelname van de VS een absolute voorwaarde? Hoe denkt de regering
over de duidelijke uitlating van de VS dat zij daartoe niet bereid zijn? Welk
perspectief zit er dan in verdere stappen in die richting? Hoe groot is de
bereidheid van andere NAVO-partners om die stappen te nemen? Kortom,
hoe beoordeelt de regering de magelijkheden om, als de inzet van het
luchtwapen niet helpt, met andere middelen iets te doen aan de
bescherming van de vluchtelingen? Wat gebeurt er als Italié niet besluit in
te stemmen? Zal er politieke controle zijn op alle verdere stappen die

gezet worden na de eerste fase van de luchtaanvallen? Op welke
momenten wordt het parlement daarbij betrokken?

Mevrouw Vos had er herhaaldelijk op aangedrongen, de internationale
gemeenschap te activeren om de oppositie in Kosovo om de tafel te
krijgen en perspectief te bieden op onderhandelingen die tot succes
zouden kunnen leiden. Zijn in deze richting stappen gezet? Denkt de
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retive kidnap squads. h - ’

The pressure has also been mounti i

;vﬁ;dig: the Bosnian Serb cenn%ttlj;zir{)\:l?:ﬁ: oS s
in Serbia proper. Since it is rather more difficult 1 i
undf:I_GUVG‘—T kidnap squads in Serbia, the West ha: ]a:‘:lt:t:neglcln)r:]t:mm%}
uadmon:a]_mcjanu of cocreion and extortion - the threatened to cut *
‘513‘5 million in aid money. The powers that prop up the Hague are
betting that the Serbians would rather part permanenily with two (i
mm:c) qfthcu cilizens than risk being stuffed into the cuonomico *
straightjacket. Afler all, the tactic has worked in the past: exactl

one year ago, in fact, similar American threats provoked the J
extradition of Slobodan Milosevie. Del Ponte has recruited notable
personalities, such as Colin Powell, to help pile on the pressure
Indeed, this year's cdition of Balkan intimidation cannot be ‘
distinguished from its previous incarnation:

tribunal claims is hiding

"Senator Patrick Leahy, the Vermont Democrat who coauthored the
legislation

requiring Yugoslav cooperation, said yesterday that with war criminals
at large, "our assistance should not go forward." Senator Mitch

MecConnell, Republican of Kentucky, joined Leahy in sponsoning the
bill.

Added Leahy: "General Mladic is the number-one person to tumn over. )
His

tesponsibility for war crimes is unquestioned.”

It's not surprising that such legislation would be co-authored by two
of the most virulently anti-Serbian activists in the Senale; what 15
rather strange, however, is that apparently Mladic's ".responsibility
for war crimes is unquestioned.” If so, why bother trying him in a
court of law? And yet, the final destination for Mladic - like all the
others the West can't just line up and execule - is the Hague. This
rather uncomfortable contradiction begs the {ollowing question: what
is to be said for a court that selects its victims based on their
pre-assumed guilt, and is run by the same people who fund their
operations, costs and, apparently now, Kidnap

squads?

The only conclusion is that the Hague is not a real court of law.

Although its procedures, powdered wigs and presentations mimic those

of real oourts, the pillars on which it resls are rotten. Indeed, the

fact that Milosevic has not wilted away under the hot glare of the

media, as his inquisitors had arrogantly expeoted, has raised fresh 3
doubls regarding the tribunal’s fundamental legitimacy. And that is

the real reason why Carla del Ponte and Co. are so very flustered -
with no results to show on either convictions or captures, and growing
doubts over their grandiose moral posturing, they realize that the
clock is ticking. This would be reason enough for panic - even without
last week's hilarious disaster for the Hague,

LET THE FUN BEGIN: CIA SCANDAL UNFOLDS IN BELGRADE

Part of the fun of March 2002 has been in watching the train wreck of
50

many interconnected events, all coming to a head at exactly the same
time. The apologia for the Hague cited above all came out between
20-22 March - just days after the breaking of the biggest American
scandal to hit Belgrade since the bombing of the Chinese Embassy in
1999, The strong PR attack (from del Fonte, Powell, Leahy and Co.) has
come in direct proportion to the Flague's su premely qﬂhﬂmsﬁmg role

in the scandal: as recipients of secret documents destined [or use

against Milosevic, obtained by the American chief of the (.“JA in the
Balkans, paid for by American dollars, given fo a corrupt Serbian
politician. The worst thing about all this, however, 18 that the

parties involved freely admitied as much.
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regering dat onderhandelingen tussen de oppositie en Milosevic kunnen
leiden tot een vredige toekomst in die regio?

De heer Van Bommel (SP) constateerde dat van de zijde van GroenLinks
de vorige keer niet het voorstel is verdedigd om luchtaanvallen te doen,
maar het voorstel om grondtroepen te zenden en vroeg waarom nu een
volledig tegengesteld voorstel wordt gesteund.

Mevrouw Veos (GroenlLinks) had nog niet gezegd dat haar fractie met het
voorstel van de regering instemt. Wel vond zij met de regering dat het
moment is aangebroken om een volgende stap te zetten. Bij de stap die
de regering aan de Kamer heeft voorgelegd, had zij een aantal vragen
gesteld, waarop zij antwoord wilde hebben, alvorens een definitieve
beslissing te nemen. Overigens zou het nu inzetten van het luchtwapen tot
het resultaat kunnen leiden dat de fractie van Groenlinks graag ziet,
namelijk het stopzetten van de vijandelijkheden en het voeren van de
partijen naar de onderhandelingstafel.

Het antwoord van de regering

De minister van Buitenlandse Zaken dankte de Kamer voor de
vriendelijke woorden over de brief van de regering. Duidelijk is dat de
regering stond voor een heel zware afweging. Het gaat immers om een
situatie die niemand wenst en waarover niet lichtvaardig mag worden
gedacht. De regering besloot akkoord te gaan met ACTORD, maar wel
onder duidelijke, harde condities. Deze houden onder meer in dat de
gehele NAVO zich erachter schaart en dat een fors aantal NAVO-landen
aan deze operatie deelneemt. Werkelijk alles is gedaan om tot een
diplomatieke oplossing te komen. Dat zal ook gebeuren in de fasen die
volgen als eventueel het luchtwapen moet worden gebruikt. Een andere
voorwaarde is dat er voortdurend politieke controle op het hele proces
blijft en dat in NAVO-verband wordt nagedacht over wat na elke stap
volgt.

Resolutie 1199 bood naar de mening van de regering de basis voor wat nu
voorligt. De minister was blij dat dit vrijwel Kamerbreed werd onder-
schreven. Alleen de SP-fractie bleek daaraan te twijfelen. Hij had zich
geérgerd aan het feit dat het belang van deze resolutie hier en daar is
gerelativeerd. De resolutie is gegrond op hoofdstuk VIl van het handvest
van de VN, op basis waarvan het mogelijk is geweld te gebruiken. Alle
betrokkenen, ook Rusland en China, wisten op het moment dat deze
resolutie door de Veiligheidsraad werd aangenomen wat de implicaties
ervan zouden kunnen zijn. Rusland heeft zich intussen op het standpunt
gesteld niet akkoord te kunnen gaan met een NAVO-actie. Daarom vond
de regering het van vitaal belang dat alle contactlijnen werden benut om
de Russen niet voor verrassingen te plaatsen. Via de EU, de OVSE, de VS,
de VN en de NAVO wordt alles gedaan om de Russen bij het proces te
betrekken. Dit zal er niet toe leiden dat zij zich zullen scharen achter een
NAVO-actie. In elk geval mag niet gebeuren dat de Russen in een
isolement terechtkomen.

De NAVO kan niet opereren als de Noord-Atlantische raad niet tot
consensus komt. Het was de minister niet mogelijk, in te gaan op de
posities die de diverse regeringen zullen innemen. De landen van de
NAVO, met uitzondering van Duitsland en Italié vanwege de politicke
situatie in die landen, maken in wezen dezelfde afweging als de Neder-
landse regering. Hij verwachtte dat zij zich zullen scharen achter de
ACTORD-beslissing. Met zijn Italiaanse ambtgenoot had hij het
aanstaande weekend een afspraak om te praten over de politieke
problemen in dat land. In Duitsland is sprake van een soort overgangs-
situatie. Hij verwachtte niettemin dat Duitsland zou instemmen met het

afkondigen van ACTORD.
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he blunt admission of this botched covert o rafion i i
. ] : n is remarkable
f l.,\]r; ways..gfmsl, for the incredible arrogance gt": the blasé Ama;rieat:s:n
"~ who consider secret operations in a forcign country as just part of a
da:,:’s work - even affer being caught red-handed. The s-!acmf:fnd more
serious aspect of the scandal is that the Hague, ostensibly fighting

ogm;ptiqn a‘nd gangsterism, resorted to the same tactics to getits
way. This sickening

hymm?yjust 8ocs to confirm what is already so obvious - that the
}hguq 1s no court of law, but merely a playground for extortionists
and spies,

bounty hunters and dilettante barristers.
GAUGING THE FALLOUT

For Balkan intngue, it sunply doesn't get any better than this. You
can

just picture it now: a nondescript roadside bar, on the anonymous
outskirts of Belgrade; the waning light of late afternoon. Subducd
tones, hunched figures; a telling silence, and a briefease stuffed
with cash - and then, just at the moment of consummation, a rude
surprise entry by the Yugoslav military!

The dramatic arrest on 14 March of Scrbian Deputy PM Momeilo Perisic
and

American spook John David Neighbor, shows that Kostunica retains some
backbone. Clearly, the man has guts. Confronted with the dissolution

of the republic he ruled, faced with fewer carcer prospects than Al

Gore, Mr. Kostunica needed 1o somehow assert his authority. He did so
by denouncing the imbroglio as "a spy affair of huge proportions."

Serbian PM Zoran Djindjic had expected his rival to just roll over and

give up power. In this belief, he was sorely mistaken. Could it be
coincidental that the spy scandal blew up only days after the FRY was
officially ended? Luckily for Kostunica, his opportunity arrived, even
before the ink had dried on the

eulogists' pens.

In the ensuing furor, Perisic has resigned, and the US has tumed up
the

heat on "Yugoslavia." The best thing about this reaction is the
Americans’

overweening hubris, in protesting that their man in Belgrade - the
CIA's

Balkan superspy - had been detained. Can we even begin to imagine what
would happen if the roles were reversed - and it had been "Serbian spy
caught in Washington?" Would any Yugoslav profest have been tolerated
- and would a Serbian spy have been quictly dismissed? The answer is

an emphatic ‘no’ on all counts. Mr. Neighbor, however, was "quictly
spirited back to Washington," amid apologics and overtures from the
Serbs.

BLOWBACK STRIKES: THE BOSNIAN MELTDOWN

In the wake of 9/11, no part of the Balkans has s0 been so .

embarrassing for the US and UN as Bosnia. Since October, Islamic

terrorist cells have continually been upmg!Fd in tl'u? UNY ©the
tectorate, previously "liberated"” by US intervention. re

!ﬂomnie military units, which the Americans tolerated (if not abetted)

during the 1990's have now come back to haunt

them. Middle Eastern charities and businesses have been exposed as
front

organizations for terrorists, and several terrorists of Arab origin
have
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Indien geen consensus wordt bereikl, is aan een van de gestelde
voorwaarden niet voldaan en komt het niet tot een volgende stap van de
kant van de NAVO. i
De regering achtte militaire deelname voor het toezien op het na""',‘"en VER
gen eventueel staakt-het-vuren ondenkbaar sonder nieuwe resolutie van
de Veiligheidsraad. Het gaat dan om een volgende fase, een fase waarin
Milosevic bereid is gebleken naar de onderhandelingstafel terug te keren
en waarin het mogelijk is om met de Servische regering en, naar de
minister vermoedde, de Russische regering te kamen tot een intérna-
tionale aanwezigheid ten behoeve van peacekeeping. Over peacekeeping
zou naar de mening van de regering de Veiligheidsraad zich moeten
uitlaten. Essentieel achtte de minister het dat de Russen aan een
dergelijke operatie zouden deelnemen. Bovendien ging zijn voorkeur uit
naar het eveneens daaraan deelnemen van de Amerikanen.

Hij benadrukte dat in de eerste fase het inzetten van grondtroepen
absoluut niet aan de orde is. Wel aan de orde is de eventuele interna-
tionale aanwezigheid die noodzakelijk zal zijn als een te verifiéren
staakt-het-vuren tot stand is gekomen. De minister pleitte ervoor 0p dit
moment alleen een politieke afweging te maken. Hij had niet de indruk dat
de gang van zaken in een volgende fase al in het Amerikaanse Congres
ten volle was doorgesproken.

In het proces dat leidt tot de situatie waarin gebruik moet worden
gemaakt van het luchtwapen zitten ook een aantal fasen. Daarin zal
telkens een politieke afweging aan de orde zijn, waarbij ook de Neder-
landse regering wordt betrokken. Ook in de stadia daarna moet voort-
durend worden nagedacht en gesproken. Het hele proces is erop gericht
te bereiken dat met Milosevic een zinvolle politieke dialoog wordt gestart
en dat de Servische eenheden uit Kosovo worden teruggetrokken, zodat
humanitaire hulp kan worden geboden en de 50 000 viuchtelingen die in
de bergen zitten begeleid kunnen terugkeren. Zolang geen situatie van
evenwicht is ontstaan, kan dat niet gebeuren.

Nederland heeft 5 min. ter beschikking gesteld aan het Rode Kruis en de
NGO's. De totale hulpinspanning van Nederland beloopt ongeveer 7,1
min. Ook in Europees verband wordt het nodige gedaan. Het plan van
Kinkel en Vedrine is uitgewerkt door het EU-voorzitterschap in een
voorstel voor het project home, een project dat is bedoeld om vluchte-
lingen en ontheemden naar bepaalde regio’s te laten terugkeren. De EU
heeft zich gevoegd bij de missie van Hill. In de brief van minister Herfkens
van eind september is een overzicht gegeven van de Nederlandse steun,
ook in het kader van VN-programma’s. In totaal gaat het om een bedrag
van 13 mld. Amerikaanse dollars. Die middelen worden ingezet in Kosovo,
Montenegro en eventueel in andere buurlanden. Nederland doet in dit
opzicht erg veel en wijst andere landen erop ook een bijdrage te leveren.
De minister zei dat de humanitaire situatie in Kosovo continu op de
agenda staat. De inzet van de regering en van de NAVO is erop gericht
ervoor te zorgen dat de humanitaire noodsituatie wordt opgelost. Daarop
zijn de pogingen gericht Milosevic op niet mis te verstane wijze duidelijk
te maken dat het de wereldgemeenschap menens is om op te treden. De
verwachting is dat Milosevic alleen onder die dreiging eieren voor zijn
geld kiest en voldoet aan wat in resolutie 1199 verlangd wordt. Het geven
van humanitaire hulp in de huidige situatie is bijzonder moeilijk. Daarom
ook is een NAVO-operatie noodzakelijk. De minister achtte het echter niet
juist te speculeren over alie vervolgsituaties die zich kunnen voordoen.

Hij vond het een gelukkig gegeven dat het Verdrag van Dayton niet ter
discussie is gesteld. Het vernietigen van dat verdrag is het laatste wat
moet gebeuren. Dat verdrag wordt uitgevoerd in een bepaalde volgorde
met als doel een soort nieuw Verdrag van Dayton tot stand te brengen.
Het toetsingskader was op de voet gevolgd, maar over de duur van de
operatie kon hij niets exacts meedelen.

De staf van de Nederlandse ambassade was teruggebracht tot een
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n detained - some cven shipped to Guantanamo. That thi
i P . t thi
/ the Bosnian authorities seemed to matier little to the US: nu:: Hed

however, temperatures are running so high that the US has closed
g : > _ clo

mdeﬁnlll?ly three major embassies in the area - in Sarajevo, Mostar
and Banja Luka (Republika Srpska). . ’

On 23 March a hjgh—m_nking Bosnian official declared that a Qacda
!1;,1:!{ ha-_;i r?c:mlly met in Bulgaria - to plan a major terrorist attack
in Bosnia: "at the Sofia meeting, members of al-Qacda decided that

"in Sarajevo something will happen to Americans similar t N
last September.” R

These stories follow a frantic effort by Bosnian officials to crack

down on Islamic terrorists in their midst, On 19 March, Bosnian police
swooped down on charities and terror front organizations in Sarajevo
and Zenica. On 22 March, the operation resulled in the arrest on
espionage charges of one Munib Zahiragic, and the shutdown of his
shady charity, Benevolentia. A tour of the "charity” organization's
headquarters revealed ".weapons, plans for making bombs, booby-traps
and bogus passports." Elsewhere in the country, a UN official was
recently attacked with an axe. Seems like there's a lot of love going
around for the Westemn "liberators” in Bosnia these days!

THE MOTHER OF ALL SCANDALS: DYNCORP'S LURID "TRANSACTIONS" B

If one wonders why the Bosnians might be upset with their Western
guests, ane need look no further than DynCorp, an American company
providing technical support to the troops overseas. This story has

been forgotien completely - primarily because the company's activities
in Bosnia are being investigated by US military police - and not by

the Hague. And so - cven

though every American should know about it - DynCorp's history of
sleaze has been totally whitewashed.

Over a year ago, the Washington Post reported about UN participation
in the Bosnian sex trade. Also involved were senior figures in
DynCorp's Bosnia

operation. Nothing happened.

A year later, in January 2002, the DynCorp story broke for real, in
the testimony of a former employee, whistle-blower Ben Johnston.
Apparently,

seeing "...middle-aged men having sex with 12 - to 15-year-olds" was
"too much” for the lanky Texan o take. In his daily job for DynCoerp
in Bosnia, Jehnston " .witnessed coworkers and supervisors literally
buying and selling women for their own personal enjoyment, and
employees would brag about the various ages and talents of the
individual slaves they had purchased.” The "game" for these American
cowboys was to buy and sell girls, weapons, and other commedities from
Serbian and other mafias. Less lurid activities were the monumentally
corrupt activities of DynCorp's daily operations. Johnston, who was
fired for patriotically objecting to these decds, provided graphic

details on both the sex ring and the chronic ways in which DynCorp
defrauded the American taxpayer:

“T wasn'l too happy with them ripping off the government, either.
DynCorp is just as immoral and eliie as possible, and any rule they

can break they do. There was this one guy who would hide parts so we
would have to wait for

and, when the military would question why it was !aI'dng so leng,
he'd pull out the part and say Hey, you need to msltall this. They'd
have us replace windows in helicopters that weren't bad just to get ;
paid. They had one kid, James Harlin, over there who was right out o
high school and he didn't even know the names and purposcs of lhc;.1 ]
basic tools. Soldiers that are paid $18,000 a year know more than this
kid, but this is the way they [DynCorp] grease their pockets. \:‘;h?l -
they say in Bosnia is that DynCorp just needs a warm body - that's
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kernstaf. Uiteraard waren de risico’s voor het resterende personeel
meegewogen, evenals de andere risico’s die in dit kader optreden.
Over de laatste diplomatieke activiteiten kon de minister geen specifieke
mededelingen doen. In elk geval wordt ook van Amerikaanse zijde alles
gedaan om tot een politieke, diplomatieke oplossing te komen. Hij was
uiteraard bereid om de Kamer over de verschillende stadia van het proces
op de geéigende momenten te informeren.

Hij merkte op dat de voorzitter van de OVSE de bereidheid heeft uitge-
sproken om met een trojka naar Belgrado te gaan, indien uit een brief van
Milosevic zou blijken dat de OVSE in voormalig Joegoslavié zou kunnen
opereren. Ofschoon zo'n brief tot nu toe niet is ontvangen, vond de
minister de betrokkenheid van de OVSE van groot belang. Per slot van
rekening moet geen enkele mogelijkheid onbenut worden gelaten om tot
een diplomatieke oplossing te komen.

Naar aanleiding van de vraag over het stellen van ultimata, merkte de
minister op dat uitvoering van acties zal afhangen van de uitkomst van
diplomatieke offensieven. Na elke stap zal er gelegenheid zijn voor
Milosevic om een afweging te maken.

De minister van Defensie stelde dat de vraag of er draagvlak is voor het
eventueel deelnemen aan een militaire operatie in Kosovo door de
regering wordt bepaald. Daarbij is van belang mee te wegen hoe er in de
defensieorganisatie tegenaan wordt aangekeken. Hij had geen signalen
ontvangen dat er operationele problemen of bezwaren waren, Hem was in
Villafranca verzekerd dat de inzet van F-16's geruime tijd mogelijk is. Dat
men daar onder grote werkdruk aan de gang is, is duidelijk, maar er
gelden dan ook bijzondere omstandigheden.

Het doelgebied van de NAVO-aanvallen is de gehele voormalige republiek
Joegoslavié. De doelen zijn militair-strategisch, waarbij gedacht kan
worden aan commandocentrales, luchtverdedigingssystemen, militaire
eenheden en zware wapens. In de eerste fase zal de aandacht zich
voornamelijk op Kosovo richten en zullen de aanvallen zeer sterk gericht
zijn op het uitschakelen van luchtverdedigingssystemen ter vermindering
van de risico’s van de inzet van vliegtuigen in volgende fasen. Indien
Milosevic blijft weigeren te reageren, kan het moment aanbreken dat de
betekenis van «militair-strategisch» wordt verruimd en dat cok doelen als
elektriciteitscentrales en olieopslagplaatsen worden gekozen. Nadrukkelijk
niet de bedoeling is burgerdoelen aan te vallen. Er wordt bijzonder veel
gedaan aan het optimaal beperken van collateral damage. Daarvoor
worden slimme wapens ingezet, zoals ook in Irak gebeurde. De
mogelijkheid is aanwezig dat luchtverdedigingssystemen richting
burgerbevolking worden verplaatst, waardoor burgers het risico lopen
slachtoffer te worden van luchtaanvallen, maar de minister wees erop dat
vrij nauwkeurig te volgen is waarheen dergelijke systemen verplaatst
worden.

Er zullen zich meer complicaties voordoen. Gedacht kan worden aan het
zodanig positioneren van luchtverdedigingssystemen dat zij pas te
ontdekken zijn als er gebruik van wordt gemaakt. Gedacht kan ook worden
aan het verschijnen van rapporten over vernietigde installaties, waarvan
de NAVO claimt dat het militaire installaties zijn geweest, terwijl Milosevic
zal zeggen dat het fabrieken waren waarin babyvoeding werd gemaakt.
Propaganda zal massaal gevoerd worden. De minister gaf toe dat ook niet
is uit te sluiten dat collateral damage heeft plaatsgevonden. Het gebruiken
van het luchtwapen is een instrument dat een vrij massieve vorm van
oorlogsvoering meebrengt. Dat wordt in de afwegingen ook terdege
meegenomen. _

Hij constateerde veel parallellen met de manier waarop h‘et Verdrag van
Dayton tot stand is gekomen. Milosevic ging met betrekkn_ng Lot Bosnié
pas door de knieén nadat er geschoten was. De verwachting is dat
Milosevic het nu niet zover zal laten komen. Op het bereiken daarvan zijn
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Corp slogan. Even if you don't do an eight-hour day, theyll sign
in for it because that's how they bill the government. Its a
{otal fraud."

The muckraking investigation of DynCorp came out in Insight Magazine;
it is a must-read for anyone who - no, it is a must-read for everyone.
However, this graphic account of the corrupt side of Balkans

intervention was instantly forgotten - and that is because the Hague

took no part in the investigation. Apparently, US-sponsored tribunals
have one goal and one goal alone: targeting foreign citizens who come
from "hostile” countries. US spies, businessmen, and (as we saw in the
Italian helicopter tragedy) servicemen face justice only at home.

One can give many arguments on the topic of the rights of sovereign
states and international law. However, one would at least hope for
consistency, and not hypocrisy, in the US' execution of law.

LAST BUT NOT LEAST, MACEDONIA

Despite the quiet reality of Western corruption throughout the former
Yugoslavias, this phenomenon has gone largely unexplored. Instead, the
heat has recently been turned up on the corruption of the locals in
Macedonia. In this embattled Balkan state, the tomperature has been
rising precipitously of late. Two NATO officers were arrested for

taking photos in Ochrid on 20 March, a bizarre fiasco that resulted in

an official protest from NATO, Meanwhile, the fallout of the donor
conference in Macedonia has resulted in bitterness from Macedonians
who feel they have been strong-armed into an

agreement with {he NLA. One year on from the start of the conflict
that spawned that ireaty, the BBC has again set up shop as apologist
for the NLA.

Events took a farcical tumn last week at a Skopje sports arena, when
Albanian and Macedonian fans set upon each other. Macedonia, it scems,
has finally arrived: three cheers for interethnio football riots!

Simultaneously, more organized mililias seem ready for the heat of
battle. The so-called ANA (Albanian National Army) has made an issue
out of the Kosovo border dispute to declare a war of liberation. This
paramilitary organization has just announced a new campaign to unite
all "Albanian ferritories.” Yet the ANA is allegedly also ".in

conflict with the former "NLA" and the leaders of DPA and PDP, Arben
Yhaferi and Imer Imeri." Skopje's biggest newspaper, Dnevnik, has
reprinted an announcement from the ANA, which called NLA chicf Ali
Ahmeti and politician Menduh Thachi "great traitors.” Apparenily, &
dangerous standofT, involving up to 200 Albanians, occurred between
the two groups.

Another event (of 23 March) shows again how relations are wearing thin
between former Albanian allies. In Vaksince village, Kumanovo region,
returning police were taunted, and journalists stoned. The Albanian
members of the police force were derided as traitors, a clear sign

that the Albanian "liberation” movement has fragmented.

This prompts the question: if rival Albanian factions start fighting
it out, will NATO intervene?

EPILOGUE

Even as Yugoslavia - and all the Yugoslavias - steadily become but an
afterthought, the damage of a decade of war and intervention cannot be
undone. While onc nation crumbles into dust, another -onc of unknown
dimensions and desires - is solidifying. One gets the sense that, as
Winter turns the comner into Spring, we arc carecning off of the
well-marked, signposted road - and heading into territory that is

altogether unknown.
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alle inspanningen gericht, niet op schieten. De indruk bestaat vaak dat
militairen graag schieten, maar die indruk is naar de mening van de
minister absoluut onjuist. Militairen zien heel wel in da_t een geloof-
waardige dreiging noodzakelijk is, wil de diplomatie erin slagen de
politiecke doelen te bereiken waarover in internationaal verband overeen-
stemming bestaat. .
Aan NAVO-acties kleven risico’s, zeker voor de SFOR-eenheden in Bosnié.
Daar geldt al een tijd een verhoogde fase van paraatheid. Dit heeft
consequenties voor de inzetbaarheid van SFOR-eenheden is Bosnié. .
Bovendien zijn daar nog een aantal waarnemers en marechaussees. Die
worden teruggetrokken in gebieden waar een bepaalde mate van
bescherming geboden kan worden. Er is sprake van een grote mate van
alertheid, maar er zijn risico’s, Het gaat om een kwetsbare situatie in een
gebied waarin zich ook veel Serviérs bevinden. Er zijn verder wat
bedreigingen ontvangen van politieke partijen aldaar.

De zaken zijn zodanig georganiseerd dat de commandostructuur voor een
eventuele operatie in Kosovo samenvalt met die van de SFOR-eenheden.
Die samenhang is nadrukkelijk aanwezig. Er is ook sprake van een
strategische reserve voor de SFOR-eenheden en het is niet uitgesloten dat
deze wordt ingezel voor de vergroting van de veiligheidssituatie van de
eenheden in Bosnig.

Servié beschikt over een aanzienlijk aantal verschillende, moderne
luchtverdedigingssystemen. Er is een groot NAVO-vermogen en met
name een groot Amerikaans vermogen om dat soort systemen uit te
schakelen, maar dat kan nooit voor honderd procent. Dit houdt in dat bij
eventuele deelname van Nederlandse F-16's aan NAVO-acties nadrukkelijk
risico’s worden gelopen. Voorzover er sprake is van een Nederlands-
Belgische deelname van een aantal F-16's staan de nationale bevelslijnen
geheel los van elkaar.

De operationele verantwoordelijkheid ligt bij SACEUR. De minister
verwachtte dat indien het tot NAVO-acties komt de eerste fase begint met
een massale inzet van kruisviuchtwapens en dat in een volgende fase
vliegtuigen worden ingezet. Nederland beschikt over F-16's die een midlife
update hebben ondergaan, hetgeen inhoudt dat zij precisiewapens
kunnen afvuren. Dit levert het minste risico op voor collateral damage.
Nederland kan dus een bijdrage leveren voor dat doel. Andere Neder-
landse F-16's kunnen worden ingezet om het luchtruim te verdedigen.

In het kader van humanitaire hulp en militaire begeleiding zijn twee
mogelijkheden te onderscheiden. De eerste mogelijkheid is militaire
begeleiding met toestemming van Milosevic., Daarbij zal het waarschijnlijk
gaan om een situatie waarin er sprake is van een staakt-het-vuren of een
politieke oplossing. Dan is het een kwestie van peacekeeping en een
zodanige inzet van militaire middelen dat niet dezelfde situatie ontstaat als
in Bosnié een paar jaar geleden.

De tweede mogelijkheid is militaire begeleiding zonder toestemming van
Milosevic. Dan gaat het over een interventie met grondtroepen en dat is
nu niet aan de orde. Daarover zijn ook nog geen NAVO-plannen. Er is wel
enige NAVO-planning over wat gedaan moet worden als Milosevic
concessies wil doen en er sprake moet zijn van ondersteuning van een
staakt-het-vuren of een bepaalde politieke oplossing. Weliswaar is er een
scenario geschetst voor het inzetten van grondiroepen, maar dat is in het
kader van een situatie waarin Milosevic als de gevolg van de druk die nu
wordt opgebouwd bereid is tegemoet te komen aan de eisen van de
internationale gemeenschap. Er is dan een nieuw politiek momentum. Er
moet vervolgens een nieuwe resolutie van de Veiligheidsraad komen. In
dat kader kan het beschermen van humanitaire huipverlening een
nadrukkelijke rol spelen. = —
De minister vond het heel moeilijk te zeggen op welke termijn humanitaire
hulpverlening zou kunnen worden gegeven ingeval van peacekeeping. De
plannen daaromtrent zijn in ontwikkeling bij de NAVO. Duidelijk is dat de
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door Nederland van ACTORD, waarbij hij de vier condities ondgrschreef

die in de brief zijn genoemd.

Mevrouw Vos (GroenLinks) deelde mee dat haar fractie de noodzaak
inziet van het nemen van verdergaande stappen, prndat het g'ewelld
voortgaat en een humanitaire ramp dreigt. Zij pleitte voor actu?s die _v_no_r
de viuchtelingen direct resultaat boeken. Daar humanitaire acties, militair
beschermd, niet op korte termijn waren te realiseren, was een volgende
stap nodig: een uiterste drukmiddel om Milosevic aan de nnderha_nde—
lingstafel te krijgen. Ondanks de zorgen die de fractie van GroenLinks had
over de risico's, de effectiviteit van het drukmiddel en de noodzakelijke
vervolgstappen in het humanitaire traject wilde zij de regering steunen en
stemde zij met het voorgelegde in.

De voorzitter van de vaste commissie voor Buitenlandse Zaken,
De Boer

De voorzitter van de vaste commissie voor Defensie,
Valk

De griffier van de vaste commissie voor Buitenlandse Zaken,
Hommes
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van holst en steijnen

From: CDSM <cdsm_b@btopenworld.com>

To: <Undisclosed-Recipient:;>

Sent_: dinsdag 19 maart 2002 07:25

Subject:  U.S. supported al-Qaeda cells during Balkan Wars - National Post

March 15, 2002

U.S. supported al-Qacda cells during Balkan Wars
Fought serbian troops
Isabel Vincent

National Post

Osama bin Laden's al-Qacda terrorist network has been active in the Balkans for years, most recently helping Kosovo rebels battle for independence from Serbia with the
financial and military backing of the United States and NATO.

The claim that al-Qaeda played a role in the Balkan wars of the 1990s came from an alleged FBI document former Yugoslav leader Slobodan Milosevic presented in his
defence before the Hague tribunal last weck. Mr. Milosevic faces 66 counts of war crimes and genocide.

Although Hague prosecutors have challenged the veracity of the document, which Mr. Milosevic identified as a Congressional statement from the FBI dated last
December, Balkan experts say the presence of al-Qaada militants in Kosovo and Bosnia is well documented.

Today, al-Qaeda members are helping the National Liberation Army, a rebel group in Macedonia, fight the Skopje government in a bid for independence, military
analysts say, Last week, Michael Steiner, the United Nations administrator in Kosovo, warned of "importing the Afghan danger to Europe” because several cells trained
and financed by al-Qaeda remain in the region.

“Many members of the Kosovo Liberation Army were sent for training in terrorist camps in Afghanistan,” said James Bissett, former Canadian ambassador to
Yugoslavia and an expert on the Balkans. "Milosevic is right. There is no question of their participation in conflicts m the Balkans, It is very well documented.”

The arrival in the Balkans of the so-called Afghan Arabs, who are from various Middle Eastern states and linked to al-Qaeda, began in 1992 soon afler the war in
Bosnia. According to Lenard Cohen, profissor of political science at Simon Fraser University, mujahedeen fighters who travelled to Afghanistan to resist the Sovict
occupation in the 1980s later "migrated to Bosnia hoping Lo assist their Islamic brethren in a struggle against Serbian [and for a time] Croatian forces.”

‘The Bosnian Muslims welcomed their assistance. Afler the Bosnian war, "hundreds of Bosnian passports were provided 1o the mujahedeen by the Muslim-controlled
government in Sarajevo,” said Prof. Cohen in a recent article titled Bin Laden and the war in the Balkans. Many al-Qaeda members decided 1o stay in the region afler
marrying local Muslim women, he said. :

They also set up secret terrorist training camps in Bosnia — activities financed by the sale of opium produced in Afghanistan and secretly shipped through Turkey and
Kosovo into central Europe.

In the years immediately before the NATO bombing of Yugoslavia in 1999, the al-Qaeda militanis moved into Kosovo, the southern province of Serbia, to help ethnic
Albanian extremists of the KL A mount their terrorist campaign against Serb targets in the region.

The mujahedeen "were financed by Saudi and United Arab Emirates money," said one Western military official, asking anonymity. "They were mercenaries who were
not running the show in Kosovo, but were used by the KLA to do their dirty work."

The United States, which had originally trained the Afghan Arabs during the war in Afghanistan, supported them in Bosnia and then in Kosovo. When NATO forces
launched their military campaign against Yugoslavia three years ago 1o unseal Mr. Milosevic, they entered the Kosove conflict on the side of the KLA, which had
already received "substantial” mililary and financial support from bin Laden's network, analysts say.

In the wake of the Sept. 11 terorist strikes on the United States, NATO began o worry about the presence in the Balkans of the Islamist terrorist cells it had supported
throughout the 1990s.
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van holst en steijnen _

From: CDSM <cdsm_b@btopenworld.com>

To: <Undisclosed-Recipient::>

Sent: donderdag 14 maart 2002 16:20

Subject: Serbia and Montenegro Agree Death of Yugoslavia

Serbia and Montenegro Agree Death of Yugoslavia
March 14,2002 01:13 PM ET

Email this article  Printer friendly version
By Will Hardie

BELGRADE (Reuters) - Montenegro shelved its independence plans on Thursday to form a new union with Serbia, consigning Yuogosiavis 1o histes
in a deal the West hopes will avoid more violent redrawing of Balkan borders.

"We have taken an important slep lorward for the stability of the region and of Lurepe.” Burepean Umien ivrenzs poiey o favier Holens sad alle
signing a drall consbilutional framework with leaders of the two republics.

Under heavy EU pressure, Montenegrin President Milo Djukanovic agreed 10 a three-year moratorium on a breakaway referendum for his small
coastal republic and committed to reshape Yugoslavia as a union called "Serbia and Monicnegro.”

Yugoslavia, whose paintul breakup spawned four of Europe's bloodiest conllicts since World War Two, would {inally cease to exist but without
disintegrating into more unstable parls.

But it will enly happen if Djukanovic can overcome heavy opposition from allies and voters who want full independence.

After a decade of Balkan wars, the West fears Montenegrin independence would signal to ethnic Albanians in Kosovo and Macedonia and to Serbs in
Bosnia that borders are negoliable, tempting them to seck separation by violent or other means.

LEven Thursday's compromise deal raised hopes of independence for Kosove ameng some Albanian peliticians. Kosovo, now administered by the
United Nations, remains part of the union.

"This agreement will accelerate the process of independence lor Kosovo, because from today Yugoslavia no longer exists,” said Ruxhdi Sefa, a senior
official from the provinee’s third largest party the Alliance for the Future of Kosovo.

Serbia and Monienegro, the only two ol Yugoslavia's six repubiic
1991, will now drafl a new constitution, along with federal leaders.

Parliaments will need to agree the document, which will replace the current Federal institutions with a new "Unien" parhament, president, cabinet and
army.

HARD SELL FOR MONTENEGRO

Djukanovic will find it hard to sell the deal to key pro-independence allies at home and many analysts say Serbia and Montenegro have diverged so far
that it is questionable how long their new union can last.

The two agreed broadly to harmonize their economies but the document contained no detailed solutions to how to realign their highly different
financial systems. Djukanovie said Montencgro would not backirack on de fhcio freedoms i airandy anioad,

“I think the political public in Montenegro has every reason to be satisfied with what we have achieved with this agreement, most importantly all
resulis of economic reforms that Montenegro has achieved over the past year have been preserved,” he said.

Montenegro stopped using the Yugoslav Dinar currency in 1999, adopting instead the German mark and its suceessor, ihe curo, B was noi ciear how
: : < distinet markets and parallel customs systems, would be reconciled.

Djukanovic is cager not (o endanger aid and rapprochemin if B eander mressure rom pro-indepondenes fiboreh oo whone e Ris
minority government depends.
¢ was shocked and eatied the donln beimynl, Diukmeeis Suem? Bemeemy

Liberal Alliance leader Miodrag Zivkovic said h . _‘
branded il a "great step back.” - -

d, because this decision represents something which is unaceeptable from a political, moral and patriolie

" in eili and voters are cheale ; :
Mo::nuncgnn s "Montenegro will have less independence.'

simmd @ 2T oo slegman Novak Adzic said.
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‘1 Gﬁ._l'hf: so-called tribunal [thus distorting] [xocx] his right to speak’ on
¢ [pohlical matters closely connected with his case, only granted [on] this
one
occasion, [and] turthermore [in a] purely [x] hollow ritual, by not
ad[d]ressing one single
ql_lcslio»n to [M]r. Milosevic[,]
[s]how(cd] also [in] this way that it is [dead] set on [trivializing)
whatever defence [xx] Mr.
Mil[ese]ic [might present].

167. [Thus also at this time] [reducing] his ‘right to speak’ to an
absolute mockery

and [a] pure[xx] window-dressing.

168. As already [has been] stressed, [on] all previous occasions Mr.
Milosevic was

simply prohibited [lrom] speak[ing] about these kinds ol 'politics’ by the
so-called

tribunal.

169. And this while, according to the so-called tribunal's own decisions, a
jurisdictional plea cannot be considered as barred from examination by the
possible political or non-just[ifijable characier of the issues that may be
raised.

So that the accused positively should be allowed to argue political and
non-jusli[fijable arguments fo show the lack of independene[c] of the
so-called

tribunal.

As is la[i]d down for instance in par. 25 of the Tadic interlocutory appeal
decision.

170. So in its fanaticism to create lirm conditions that [M]r. Milesevic can
be brought down [to], the so-called tribunal dofesn't] give[] [xx] a damn
[about] its own

Jurisprudence.

171. Mr. Milosevic has stressed permanently that he doesn't] recognise the
so-called tnbunal.

The consequence is that none of his acts, wordings or writings c[an] be
interpreted as acts, wordings or wrilings within the tribunal's framework
and regulations.

Nevertheless, the tribunal has{], as 1s already stipulated above,
deliberately and in spite of Mr. Milosevic'[s] intentions, regarded some
documents, produced by him, as a ‘preliminary motion’ in the sense of the
regulations of the tribunal.

This because [it] suited the tribunal [xx], [since] they could interpret[x]
this
as Mr. Milosevie performing an aet in accordance with the tribunal.

172. However, even in this situation [where] Mr. Milosevie [,]during the
status

conference ol the 29th October(.] repeated urgently - as is quoted above

- x] N ) - .
tLal none of his documents [should] be regarded as "a priliminary motion’ in
the sense of the tribunal’s regulations, the so-called tribunal passed over
[all]

this in silence. . ‘ _

And [it] held on, in silence and without any further argumentation, male
fides, .

to this false interpretation.

173. Instead of this, the tribunal should have taken the sland lh:_a.t these
documents were only to be considered [in] the way they were [intended]:

namely[,] [as] a o ) ‘ _ .
challenge, once again and this time in [x] written form, by Mr. Milosevie
% i i i Article 5 4
the legitimacy and legality of his detention according to Article 5, par.

of the ECHR, juncto Article 9, par. 3 IC CPR.

174. And again, [xx] an[other] attempt to induce the court 1o deal with
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The pro-Yugoslay opposition Socialist People’s Party said Djukanovic independence project had now completely failed.

But Djukmmv'tc sought fo soothe worries, assuring Momtenegro's 615,000 people they could reconsider relations with Serbia, which has a population
of 10 million, in the future. _

"The agrecment does nol jeopardize the basic right of every people (o re-examine after 2 corian period their gtand an the fuinee
Djukanovic told reporters.

oF thawr ciate ™

ALLURE OF EUROPE

All sides were motivated by ambitions shared across the Balkans to forge closer ties with the afTluent European Union, which said they had taken a
step in the right direction.

"This is good news for Europe and for the future of the Western Balkans on their road to the Ei)," EU Commssion Foreign Refulions Spokesman
Gunnar Wiegand said in Brussels.

Yugoslav President Vojislav Kostunica and Djukan

ovic were 10 atfend a summit of EU leaders in Barcelona on Friday to be feted for agreeing the
deal. a further step in calming the Balkans.

¥ostunica said the new state would embody a break with the former regime under

Slobodan Milosevie, who led Yugoslavia into international
isolation,

Kostunica's job will b replaced by a less powertul position in the new union, which analysts said may haslen a

showdown with his ruling coalition
rival, Serbian Premicer Zoran Djindjic.

Elections for new institutions would foree a shakeout in Serbia's unwieldy i8-pamy ruling alfiones. Kooy

13- 2nd Yosiunies himself may challenge Dijindjic for the Serbian premiership.

nica’s pariy could run againat Pindiic and hit

15-03-02
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van holst en steijnen

From: Christopher Black <bar@idirect.com>

To: <Emperors1000@aol.com>; TARGETS <redactie@targets.org>; Vladimir Krsljanin <vlada@sps.org.yu>;
van holst en steijnen <n.h.van.holst@freeler.nl>

Sent: maandag 11 maart 2002 09:55

Subject: Fw: Imperial Arrogance
Friends,

Well, just who is going to do this for them? Or is it time for a new regime,

but who? (And remember, Louisc Arbour is a member of the ICG among other
nato oflicials and generals)

Chris

—- Original Mcssage —

From: "Diana Johnstone” <107764.116(@compuserve.com=
To: <Blind.Copy.Receiverf@eompuserve.com=

Sent: Sunday, March 10,2002 2:16 PM

Subjeet: Imperial Arrogance

> Imperial arrogance at its most extreme.
=

=D.

=

>

-~
=

= [CG Blueprint for Yugoslavia
= Date: 3/9/02 2:48:45 PM Eastern Standard Time
> From: petokraka78(@aol.com
=
> [Here 15 the latest report from the International Crisis Group stalled by
= key members of the NATO campaign against FRY and funded by George Soros.
> The key coniroversy revolves around the fact that while NATO managed to
= remove the Socialist Party from power in Yugoslavia it failed toeflect a
= complete reorientation of FRY strategic policics [rom [ealty to Russia
into
> "Eurc-Atlantic”, i.¢. pro-NATO-integratiomist structures. Opinion polls
= from the leading Yugoslav daily Politika show time and time again that
> Yugoslavs still oppose all aspects of Weslern policy in the Balkans
> overwhelmingly (presence of NATO troops in the region, cooperationwith the
= Hague, privatization, etc). Furthermore, some policy makers in the West
> want a complete partition of Yugoslavia into Montencgro, Kosovo, and a
~ federated Serbia, all of which are to be integrated into Euro-Atlantic
= structures. The key lo US/NATO policy in Europe is to neutralize those
= partics, movements and individuals that tend more towards anti-Western
= pro-Russian slances on Eastern European afTairs and by doing so ensure the
= ascendency of pro-Western forces. These pro-Western factions arc oficn a
- small neoliberal minority that enter into power through the backdoor of a
> hazy rhetoric that revolves around "demoeratization", an oficn paranoid
< "anti-Communism" and unrealizable promiscs of rapn:l integration into the
> EU. It is interesting to note that no pro-Western, neoliberal government
~ has been re-clected in Eastern Europe and those parties that do get
f?c\ﬁ(lih the exception of Poland, Czech chn_Jinf:. and Hungary in the carly
= 1990s - mostly never talk about foreign policy 1SSucs. This is especially
- true in Orthodox countries, which also happen to have the strongest
:-O?:cll?grcnous Communist Party structures still functionally operating and
i ici ldwide. as well as military factions that are
= opposing Western pohc:cs_wor: E: s e i
= actively opposed to subordination to NATO. Is it any sup
gr:i: Lcmruli:w pro-Russian and pro-Communist _tc"d'?“ciG;{ T."TA]TO is forced to
> ally itself with the same forces and pursuc sm?llié %et:cpo 1:'{[: —
> maneuverings s Hitler did i : Ihls % P":'1't'u::uiarl in the US
> these tendencies among some Western policy ma‘i’f.”{;ﬁ%; lhin};: St
> and Germany, viz-a-viz Yugoslavia in particular. ILY Y

12-03-02



the

: %)CI?CS ;l nif;n{ral "think-tank" You might want to consult the Board of
e hﬂp‘:@—m"—'qrﬁi‘ﬂ@b-mﬂ"ﬂbouﬂhoard cfm which shows
> its links to some of the biggc = aa I hoard.cim

| st European and American ities 1
) : . ! personalities in
2 forwarding the project of neoliberal globalization on European soil.|
> In a message dated 08/03/02 06:43:10 Faste

: b = U0:43:10 Eastern Sta
> Ihicber@yahoo.com writes:
> Belgrade's La g,_gi_ng Reform: Cause for International Coneern
z h_t.trﬂf_\mms&b&r&‘pr@jgc%hmmpo_n-mrzrgmﬂid;ﬁﬁﬂ_
>BELGRADE'S LAGGING REFORM : CAUSE FOR INTERNATIONAL CONCERN
> EXECUTIVE SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS
=

>

ndard Time,

3 For more than a decade Scrbia was the driving force behind much of
= the msla_hilily in the Balkans, Following the overthrow of Slobodan

> Ml_]usewc on 5 October 2000, it was hoped that Serbia would promptly
> reform the external policics of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY)
> that had caused such disruption. To date, these hopes have been

= subslantially disappointed,

= Nevertheless, the FRY has set its sights on eatching up with its

> neighbours by integrating into Euro-Atlantic institutions and political

f; pr;ccsscs. In particular, it wants to make signilicant progress during

200

> towards three major foreign policy goals: accession to the Council of

> Europe (CoE); membership in NATO's Partnership for Peace (PIP); and
> negotiating a Stabilisation and Association Agreement (SAA) with the

> European Union (EU).

> These objectives confirm the FRY's welcome re-orientation o &

> pro-European, trans-Atlantic outlook. Nevertheless,post-Milosevic

> Yugoslavia still presents significant obstacles to regional stability,

> openly opposing important policies and standards represented or

implemented

> on the ground by the international community.

> Regional instability is exacerbated by the federal authoritics'

> refusal or inability to cooperate with the International Criminal Tribunal

> for the former Yugoslavia ICTY), undermining of international community
= goals in Bosnia and Kosovo, and reluctance to address Montenegro's
concerns

> about the federation itsell. Looming behind these highly visible policies

> and practices is a fourth, massive problem: the FRY's unreconstructed
armed

> forces, which - lacking civilian control or budgetary oversight -

influence

> foreign and domestic politics, block reforms,and oppose accountability for
> war crimes.

> This report examines all but one of these problems. (Belgrade's

> relationship with Montenegro will be considered in a future report.) It

> assesses their impact on regional siability, and identifies them as (he

> consequences of ideological natienalism, rear-guard resistance by

= Milosevic-era cadres, and institutional inertia.

= These are all factors that Serbian reformers want to overcome but

> cannot without international support. Premature FRY admission to

> Euro-Atlantic inslitutions is more likely to weaken the reform camp than
to i

> strengthen it. Such significant endorsement of Belgrade's regional role

> should be withheld until it has confirmed by deed its commitment to help
> siabilise the region. e
> Until then the FRY cannot be viewed as a Slllm?mor of :icgwnal

> peace and stability or a reliable partner in any collective secu )
> F:lmmrk The i)rrltemaiicna! cgfnﬁmunity must held the FRY to tlya. same high
> standards for inclusion in intergovernmental structures that have rightly
> been required of Croatia and Bosnia since 1996. NATO, the CoE, and the EU
> should raise these problems with their Yugoslav counterparts amii require
> solutions. So, too, the U.S. administration and (_301181“5?' should facc - and
> act on - the reality that the FRY is not in compliance w_:th the condﬂr'ons
> established under the impending 31 March 2002.de£!dlmc and there is,

> therefore, no justification to certify its eligibility for further U.S.

< dono.rraig. herwi Id strengthen obstructionist forces inside
> o do otherwise would streng .

> Serbia, reduce international community leverage over Belgrade, undermine
> Yugoslavia's neighbours, and cheapen membership in the intemational
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> institutions involved

.

RECOM{ENDATIONS

V vV oy

- TO THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY:
‘-; Lg;é‘f:;g{), the European Unijon (EL{)_. the Council ol Europe (CoE) and the
tatt;:s (U.S.) should harmonise efforts regarding the FRY resisting
= any temptation to lower standards to Belgrade's advantage, Bcfort‘: the FRY
hip of l_h_c Pgrlncrship for Peace (PIP) and the CoE,
socialion Agreement (SAA), or
required to demonstrate its

: ned conditions in four areas:
ver the armed forces and related military sector

= re_cc‘ivcs further U S, assistance, it should be
> willingness to reform by meeting clearly def
= (@) civilian control o
> relorms;

> (b) support for infernational community policy in Bosnia;

> (¢) cooperation with the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former

= Yugoslavia (ICTYY), and

= (d) support for international community policy in Kosovo,

B h2. The U.S. admimistration should examine the four areas listed above
when

> determining, as required by Congress, whether to certify by 31 March 2002
> the FRY's continued eli gibility for American aid. Without significant

= progress in all four areas, it should not cerlity.

> 3. The United Nations should insist that the FRY abide by UNSCR 1244

> concerning Kosovo, ineluding by cooperating with the effort o end
parallel

> Serb structures,

>

> TO THE FRY:

-

> 4. In relation 1o reform of the armed forces, the authorities in Belgrade
> should:

=

> (a) pass new laws on the [ederal and republic levels to bring the
Yugoslav

= Army (VJ) and the federal and Serbian Ministries of Inferior (MUPs) under
> civilian control, accountable to parliaments;

= (b) give the federal, Serbian and Mentenegrin parliaments control over

the

> VI and MUPs budgets, including independent audiling, subpoena power lor
> witnesses and documents, and suflicient stafl and resources;

> (c) render the VJ subservient to the Ministry of Defence,

> (d) depoliticise the VJ and MUP, beginning with the removal of VI Generals
> Nebojsa Pavkovic and Vladimir Lazarevic and MUP General Sreten Lukic,
> (e)end VI protection of ICTY indictees such as Ratko Mladic;

> (1) reduce the number ol Special Forces units;

= (g) demilitarise the Serbian MUP;

= (h) remove the Unit for Speeial Operations (JSO) from the MUP and either
> disband it or place it under VJ control; and B . .

> (i) change V] doctrine to remove any responsibility to intervene in

> internal political matters.

>

> 5. In relation to support for infernational community policy in I3osnia:

=

> (a) the FRY should ratify the Dayton Peaee Accords, stop linancing the

> Army of Republika Srpska (VRS); and remove RS ofTicers and
non-commissioned

> officers from the VJ pay roll; R )

> (b) the federal president should cease using his office to promote his

> political party’s support for the Serb De{nqcratlc Party (_SDSJ '“_RSB. and

> €) the governing DOS coalition should inform the Serbian public of

> Buropean, NATO and U.S. Congressional conditions related to Bosnia,

> especially the RS.

-

> 6. In relation to cooperation with the ICTY, the FRY should:

=

> (a) transfer all indictees to The Hague, including active duty and
retired .

> VJ and MUP personnel, and current and former state officials; illﬂd,

> (b) Provide the ICTY access to all pertinent VJ and MUP archives and
> documents.
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- i )

>1he FRY should:
=

- In relation to support for international community policy in Kosovo,

= (a) stop financing parallel securily forees such as the Mitrovica
> "bridge-watchers”;,

> (b) withdraw V], MUP, State Security (DB) and military
counterintelligence
> (KOS)personnel;
> (¢) stop financing parallel civilian admimsirative structures;

(d) support the United Nations Mission in Kosovo's (UNMIK) cilorts to
creale effective adminisirative structures in the north; and.
(e) release the remaining 78 Albanian politicalprisoners.

\,

AR N

VERVERY]

Belgrade/Brussels, 7 March 2002
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van holst en steﬂnen

From: <joesb@vorstadtzentrum.net>
To: <n.h.van.holst@freeler.nl>
Sent: donderdag 28 februari 2002 12:42

Subject: "Breaking news" aus Stidserbien, dem Kosovo und Belgrad

Das Komitee der Bundesrepublik Jugoslawien [tir das Sammeln von Daten tiber Verbrechen gegen die Menschlichkeit und gegen das Internationale
Recht, hat Mitte Februar das Buch "Die Opfer des albanischen Terrors in Kosovo und Metochien” verdffentlicht. Das Buch fasst die Daten von 3.430
N_I_cnsphen. die im Zeitraum vom Januar 1998 bis zum 10. Juni 1999 von albanischen Terroristen entflihrt und getdtet wurden, zusammen.

Ilija Simic, der das Buch vorgestellt hat, crinnerte daran, dass in den Statistiken und Aufzihlungen auch Opfer aufgezéhlt sind, dic nach dem 10.Juni
1999, also nach dem Tinmarsch der KFOR, entfithrt und getdtet wurden,

"Wir haben Daten von 1.835 getoteten und 441 entfiihrten Menschen im Zeitraum vom Januar 1998 bis 10. Juni 1999 in ganz Kosovo und

M;lochicn, und Daten von 1.154 entfhrten oder verschwundenen Menschen nach dem Ginmarsch der internationalen Truppen®, betonte Simic. Die
meisten der Opfer waren Serben und andere Nichtalbaner.

Indessen geht der Terror der "entwallneten" UCK weier - sowohl in Kosovo und Metochicn, als auch in Mazedonien. Is folgt eine kurze
Zusammenfassung der traurigen reignisse vom 9. bis 22. Tebruar 2002:

Prizren

Der UNMIK-Verlreter Marek Antoni Novicki hat die albanisehe Bevolkerung aufgefordert, den Serben Milos Nekic in Ruhe zu lassen. Nekic ist ciner
der wenigen Serben, die noch in Prizren leben. Novicki rief vor allem die albanischen Jugendlichen auf, die Beachtung der Menschenrechte
einzuhalten, Der 70-jahrige Serbe Milos Nekic darf aus Angst vor den albanischen Extremisten sein Iaus nicht verlassen. Auf sein ITaus wurden
schon mehrere Anschlige veriibt. Die UNMIK-Verwaltung wird es wohl nur bei einer "AufTorderung" belassen.

Lipljan

BewalTnete albanische Terroristen stiirmten das 1laus der serbischen Familie Kovacevic in Lipljan, im Osten des Amselfeldes, an und erschossen die
Eheleute Ljubica und Tomislav Kovacevic. Die einzige Schuld der ermordeten Serben bestand darin, dass sie dem Druck der albanischen Gewaltister
nicht nachgeben und ihr ITaus und ihre Tleimat Kosovo verlassen wollten. Die NATO-Soldaten entdeckten bei den ethnischen Albanern in der
Umgebung von Lipljan gréflere Mengen von Schusswaffen und Munition. Ob diese Waffen auch beschlagnahmt wurden, ist nicht bekannt,

Skoplje

ﬁdb.’f{fischc Terroristen haben mehrfach Kontrollposten der mazedonischen Polizei unweit der [lauptstadt Skopje beschossen, teilte ein
Regierungssprecher mit. ine Polizeistellung im Vororl Aracinovo sei an ¢inem Tag zwei Mal beschossen, niemand sei aber bei den Angriffen verletzt
worden. Albanische Terroristen beschossen mazedonischen Sicherheitskriifie auch aus Dorfern um die Stadt Tetovo nahe der Grenze zur
stidserbischen Provinz Kesovo und Metochien an.

Quellen: TANJUG, INET NEWS

Weitere Arlikel:
I.Return to sender - Seltsame "Stilbliiten” wahrend des Prozesses gegen Slobodan Milosevie:

http://www.vorstadtzentrum.net/cgi-bin/joesb/news/viewnews.cgi?category=all&id=1014927639

2. Ilier werden ein paar Medienmirchen aulgedeckt:
hittp://www vorstadizentrum.net/cgi

3. "Die Britcke von Varvarin": Skandal im Crfurter Landlag;:

ws/viewnews.cgilcategory=all&id=1014926381

i-bin/ioesb/news/viewnews cgifcategory=all&id=1014927060

5. Kosovska Mitrovica, ¢in "kleines gallisches Dorf™.

inesh/news/viewnews . cgi?category=all&id=1014723252

--tttﬂﬂntattmr-vvttt#tﬁ!mvttt*tmf#t*#t
Jugoslawisch Osterreichische Solidaritatsbewegung J OsB
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van holst en steijnen

From: Despotovic, Ruza <despot@wish.net>

To: Globalreflexion <office@globalreflexion.org>; <speerpunt@wxs.nl>; Nico & Neeltje Steijnen
<n.h.van.holst@freeler.nl>

Sent: zaterdag 9 maart 2002 19:22

Subject: Fw: - Ljudska prava - NEBOJSA MALIC: The real Balkans madness

----- Criginal Message -----

From: Miroslav Antic

To: sorabia@yahoogroups.com ; 'BALKAN' ; 'NATQ' ; 'Siem-News' ; 'SNN' ; 'SNN-Yahoo'

Cc: K-P-J@yahoogroups.com ; HellenicForum@yahoogroups.com ; NSP ; ljudska_prava ; SIN ; ARCHIVE | YUEMB
- Ottawa' ; diplomat@yuemb.ca ; yuambaus@ins.at ; "YU-UN' ; 'yuamb-NL'

Sent: Saturday, March 09, 2002 5:56 AM

Subject: - Ljudska prava - NEBOJSA MALIC: The real Balkans madness

NEBOJSA MALIC: OF HUBRIS, HERETICS, AND HERMITS
The real Balkkans madness

Empire’s absolute power and inherent goodness have been asserled most vigorously over the past decade, often through cluster-bombing anyone who
dared stand in its way. To ensure a worldwide understanding that its rulers and legions can do no wrong, it has gone to great lengths (o demenize,
murder or otherwise destroy any heretics who claimed otherwise, no matter the cost in lives of "collateral damage" — which was. of course, always
"regrettable” and "unintentional.” Because the Empire said s0.

Surely, the most famous heretic of the moment sits in the dock at the Ilague Inquisition, fighting a massive quasi-legal, media and political machinery
with nothing more than sharp wit and a sharper tongue.

If All Elsc Fails, Omit

How successful he has been 15 best illustrated by the deafening silenee from the media jackals who had spent the last two weeks howling about the
"triumph of justice” and "a new cra in international Jaw." Incenscd at first that Milosevic even dared challenge their claim to Oftieial Truth, and
confounded by his quick demolition of the first two prosccution witnesscs, the masters of mendacity decided to cut their losses and run.

After the first two days of cross-cxamination, reports trom the "tribunal” became comparatively searce, reduced largely to regurgitations of accusations
made by various witnesses and the charges leveled against Milosevie. Conveniently omitted was any mention of Miloscvic's cross-cxamination skills,
which have already managed to exclude onc major witness, utterly demolish three more, and cast doubt on the veracity of others. Having already
convicted Miloscvic in the court of public relations, they arc determined not to allow mconvenient facts to interfere and contusc their populace.

Facts: Whatever We Say

Thus protected by this wall of ignorance, the Inquisition can focus on its appointed task. to rewrite Balkans history. And while the Inquisition is just
getling started, its patrons are hard at work on the ground, making sure the reality created there closely matches their desires, and no heretics question
the Official Truth.

In Bosnia, laws mean exactly what the occupiers say they nean — no more, no less. In Macedonia, borders and international treaties must bow before
omnipotent Imperial generals. In Kosovo, murders of Albanians — most ofien by other Albanians — are heinous crimes, while murders of Serbs are
merely "incidents.” And in Serbia, saying things that make the government look bad are close to being blamed on the "axis of evil." Such rampant
madness leaves one few choices. pretend everything is fine and accept whatever the Truth of the Day might be; become a heretic and speak out,
risking the Empire's towering might; or leave the place, physically or mentally, and seek a more normal universe elsewhere.

Running For the Hills

Most who go for the last option choosc to remove themselves physically, abandoning the Balkans lor a lifc of immigrant laborers in Empire's morc
prosperous holdings  or even the Empire itsclf. One man, however, did it in a diffcrent, most peeuliar way.

Tija Panicic was found by British peacckeepers in the forested mountains of western Bosnia ];_lst \vf;ck, having spent six years in the wild with berrics
for food and only a mountain bear for company. The tormer shepherd thought the war was still going on,

Given Bosnia’s state of aflairs no pun intended  Panicic sounds positively rational. Fact is, in the mind of most Bosnian citizens, the war really isn't
over. Most Bosnian politics is focuscd on building a stronger state  squandcring what few resources can be plundered from the impoverished
populace and guarantceing ycars of plunder and poverty to come. Protection of property, as benelicial and essential to normal life as state is hostile and
detrimental, is the last thing on anyonc's mind. Laws that might help lha'l prol:ichon are routinely _vlclmod, overruled or abuscd, often by the
oceupation authoritics themselves. Suddenly, berrics, bears and harsh winters in Bosnian mountains don't sound so bad.

Depends On What You Mean By "Murder" — e ;

Kosovo's new viccroy no doubt appearcd regal by berating the Albanians for dragging their fect on clecting a puppot government, Yet while Herr
Stcincr was gamering media points, life in Kosovo continucd pretty much as normal. Serbs solemnly marked the anniversary of the terrorist attack on
a refugee bus. O thce Albanians suspected of the atlack, two were released by occupation courts, while onc "cscaped” trom the US fortress-basc off

Camp Bondstccl.

Occupation authoritics in
abolish the self-governing Scrbian encl
structurcs.” Though they were perfeetly
tolerating any challenge to their supremc
While destroying the last remnants of Ser

Kosovo arc also obscssed with building a State  albcit onc in which they hold absolute power. Alrcady there are moves to
aves and put them under the authority of "clected” Albanian officials, so as to climinate "parallel govermnment
Jegitimate when Albanians used them to scecde from Scrbia, Kosovo's current rulers have no intention of
power, however symbolic.

bian political organization, though, they are continuing to overlook the rampant tratlicking in drugs, arms
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and sex slaves, or the cquall

the entire ammo clipofan
usual,

\‘:Th_cn arrests do oceur, they
Killing an Albanian in riots {
efore, but (s time Albanj

¥ rampant violent criine.,

This past Frida
AK47 assauly nfle. A Ser

¥, an clderly Serb woman was gunncd down on the street,
b church in M;

trovica was sct on fire the preceding Sunday. The perpetrat
arc usually for crimes against Albanians, Two Scrbs were arrested in Mitrovica last Thursday moming,_on syspicion of !
WO years ago. The arrest drew protests from the embattled Serb community. Similar protests took place in Pristina a weck
NS protested the arrest of two Albanians, charged with killing other Albanians in 1998. Go figure.

her assailant expending
ors remain at large, as

Campaign Season

Nor do troubles in Kosovo
incensed Macedonian
Apparently, since the {
trumps any action by |
In all honesty,

stay confined fo that
authorities by dismissing
realy would complicate g}

wrelched stretch of territory,
the treaty between Skopje an
e lives of a few Albanian far
owly vassals anyway - the border between Macedoni

An American general commanding the cas_:lcrq mcupatign zone recently
d Belgrade on regulating their border — which included ko*‘so‘:'o. )
mers in the good general's jurisdiction — and since the Ei_npucs might
a and Kosovo should be wherever the good gcnc;als say it is. .
the Empire has been ignoring Macedonia's northern — and western — border ever since it descended on the peninsula in late 199$ in
n Yugoslavia, NATO troops in Macedonia are absolutely immune to local laws. So. in effect, are most Albanians, who
Albania and Kosovo (which is, consequently, not much of a border), ) . ) .

mplains too loudly, it will be accused of "obstructing peace” - as the Trealy of Ohrid is called in oﬂicmbspcak.'()n
Albanian rebellion, February 25, Reuters chose to air the insidious suggestions of the — who else? - ICG, that a new war
depends on whether a conflict serves the interest of

"those in power.” That is, the Macedonian government. At the same {i me, a report in the British
press claims the Albanians have rearmed thanks to Afghan heroin profils, and are ready to go.
March is traditionally the beginning

of campaign scason in the Balkans. We will find out soon enough.

Macedonian government co
the first anniversary of the

Too Many Cooks in the Kitchen...
No report on Balkans madness would be complete without the mention of ¢

appendages continue 1o flail aboyt incoherently, singing praises to themselves while the country sinks into the mire largely of their making.

Never mind that unemployment is close to 50%, or that the new LU proposal for a joint state with qu!ca_']lcgro [i.lvlhmh both mdef Imd foulhscl)me}_ 5
might be a back door for a prolcetorate. What rcally matters is that The Economist celcbrates Zomln Djindjic's pn{mcally correet, tld) Tcmcr?jc mind,
presenting him as some sorl of "good German" for the 21st century, or that The New York Times is enchanlx_:d “”.th th_c charms of I:bcfated
Belgrade, whose bombing into the Stone Age it vigorously advoeated just three years ago. The ultimate ironic _lmst might just be that Germ
lending Serbia money to repair and upgrade a power grid devastated by NATO, and used by the current regime
outragcous and often fraudulent bills,

One almost wishes for the Scrbian cquivalent of western Bosnia mountains - bcars, berrics and all.

Nehojsa Malic

Antiwar.com

urrent government in Serbia. TIts eighteen components and countless

any is
to rob the people blind with
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T@m Ohrid-akkoord

SKOPJE, 31 OKT. Eé

. ; . Een van de twee ij

: ; : artije C
nunc]cxl}ezd In Macedonié neemt l;:fsr orsnihii
van Ohrid, omdat ze zich niet k

dementen die zijn aangebrachrt.

and van het akkoord
an verenigen met de amen-

Albanees Macedon
2 2L PV2

woordiger van de Europese Unie
zei dat de dorpsbewoners geen
vertrouwen stellen in de Macedo-
nische politie. Twee andere dor-
pen konden niet worden bereikt

SKOPJE - De Macedonische po-
litie heeft gisteren haar gezag
hersteld over twaalf dorpen die
in handen waren van etnisch-

aevr’[;;;t]_i_{lj\;ung Democratische Wel-
a3 ydekleinste van d
politicke partijen v M
) ke par an de Alban
minderheid in Macedonié, lict gfiss‘f

Ohrid-akkoo

5 rd
mocten goedkeuren, maar dar is
nog altijd niet gebeurd

Door onze correspondent
BELGRADO, 24 JAN, Het Servische
parlement heeft gisteren met ui-
terst krappe meerderheid inge-
stemd met de teruggave van ccn
deel van de provinciale autonomie
| aan de regio vojvodina. De Vojvi-
| dona raakte (met Kosovo) haar
| grondwettelijk gegarandeerde au-
tonomie onder de gervische leider
{enlatere Joego slavische president)

| Slobodan Milosevic kwijt.
De krappe overwinning tekent

Albanese rebellen. In drie ande-
re dorpen hielden dorpsbewo-
ners de politie echter tegen.

ch;Damcndcmentcn waartegen
et P _Protesteert betreffen de
derf;dr;:.lv:.ng;ran de etnische min-
L in de preamb

Macedonische i
d::]si\;lcdr;c]_:ugg:icn de Albanezen als

e rheid” omschreve i
0 n. Ze cis-
lEl(:n als,,volk” te worden genoemd
cll: zo:n]s_clc Macedoniérs ’
ecnr; ?1!::;;? lw:.:rdl men het daarover

: ater kewam het tot f

e
Sroqg_srcri aande kantvande Mac]if
cr{:r:mrs, de Macedonische medis
part?'oml de VMRO, de (regerende
j van de Macedonische natio

teren bij monde van vice-voorzit
ter Ismet Ramadani weten voilcdif;
achter het akkoord van Ohrid ta
staan, dat zijn PDP en de :mdcra‘::
grote partijen in Macedonié heb
ben ondertekend, maar tegen dr_:
;r'ncnldcmcntcn te zijn die sinds-
icn in de tekst zijn aangebrach
Alsde PDPinhet parlement het IL
Jmord__nfwijsr. maakt het nog - {i
degelijk een kans mer de verc;:::
tweederde meerderheid te worde ;
gccdgckcnrd — e PDP heeft rm-ln
ticn van de 120 zetels, Maar v.r;;a‘rf
nemers gaan ervan uit dat het ak-
koord aanzienlijk wordt vcrzw:tkr
als hetnierdooralle partijen wolrdt
gestcund; de PDP zou bovendien
een vergaarbak kunnen worden
van Albanese hardliners die teg
hetaltkoord zijn. =
; I-icr:ll{koordvanOhrid,gcslarcn
i::}l.:ﬁus]:usDndcraus;:icjﬁn vande
e gtmn:lle gemeenschap, is be-
oo derrilcée status en de rechren
Macedonié to verbeteren, 1. ron
etere i
ﬁaor 1d anz i_-_:n lijke con::::sr; u::s[‘?:n?:ilci*
rebellenleger UCK zhg (araiess
strijd in de gcbicdenzun mlhm’lm
derheid. Het Ictrcrdcw:]n e
wapens in en ontbo o
principe had tugc]ijker:'?iijlihéi;i;
september — her Macedonische

vanwege hevige sneeuwval.

De operatie i5 een uitvloeisel
van het in augustus gesloten vre-
desplan dat een einde maakte aan
zes maanden van etnisch-Albane-
se opstand. Het plan is gebaseerd
op herstel van het centrale gezag
in de etnisch-Albanese gebieden
in ruil voor meer rechten voor de
etnisch-Albanese minderheid.

De regering heeft nu 59 van de
honderd opstandige dorpen weer
in handen. De etnische Albane-
zen eisen dat het parlement een
amnestiewet aanneemt voordat
zij de overige dorpen overdragen.

Het is nog steeds onrustig in
Macedonié, Zondag kwam een 37-
jarige Macedoniér om door een
bomontploffing in een voorstad
van Skopje. Ock zou er zondag:
nacht zijn geschoten bij de noord-
westelijke stad Tetovo.

Regeﬂngswoordvoerder Tanevski
zei dat Ticht gewapende patrouil-
les, bestaande uit zowel Macedo-
nische als etnisch-Albanese man-
schappen, het gezag in zeven dor-
pen bij de noordwestelijke stad
Tetovo hadden overgenomen.
Ook in vijf dorpen bij de stad
Gostivar, ongeveer 25 kilometer
ten zuiden van Tetovo, was het
gezag van de ¢
hersteld. De ope
onder toezicht van interna
waarnemers en Navo-militairen.

Boze etnisch-Albanese bewo-
t dorp Florino blok-

;if‘zgii‘;ovilki ‘Jiln Macedonié conclu

¢ dat hij het akko i
2 ord nie

doorhet parlementkon loodsen eL

entrale regering
ratie vond plaats

beM_gdciogen weekeinde werd n
= middeling van topdiplomaarj';
cr Solana van de Europese Un"
overeenstemming bereikt over :
wijziging van de rekst, De Albﬁ;c
zen en de andere minderhede
rﬂcrdcn in de nicuwe preambul
mﬁ cgc grondwet nog steeds al
X9 .c estempeld, maar niet in é6
adem met het Macedonische v |
dat Macedonische volk gl
de huidige formuleri
kerdan de minderhe
DcPDP weigert met dag ¢
mls}ln te stemmen, (Reyg

ners van he
keerden de wegen naar
en naar nog twee dorpen,
alle drie in de omgeving va
tivar, zei Tanevski. Een vertegen-

| de verdeeldheid binnen de Servi-
sche politiek. Van de 235 parle-
| mentariérs die hun stem uitbrach-
ten stemden er 119 voor. 74 stem-
den tegen en 42 onthielden zich
yan stemming. Onder de voor-
sremmers bevonden zichleden van
| de partij van de Servische premicr
7oran Djindjié, onder de onthou-
| ders leden van de partij van de Joe-
goslavische pres ident Vojislay Ko3-
tunica. De aanhangers van oud-
president Milogevi¢ stemden te-
BEN.
Vojvodina zal zo'n tweehonderd
juridische bevoegdheden terug-
krijgen, onder mcer op het gebied
van landbouw en cultuur. De emo-
ties liepen tijdens het twee dagen
durende debat hoog op. De voor
standers bleken gevoelig voor het
Vojvodijnse argument dat deland-
bouwregio te weinig ecigen be-
voegdheden heeft en te grote fi-
panciéle offers brengt in vergelij-
king met de rest van Servié. In het
sterk gecentraliseerde Servié kon
de Vojvodina niet beschikken aver
de opbrengst yan belastingen en
haar industriéle en landbouwpro-
dukrie: alles moest aan Belgrado
worden afgedragen. De tegenstans

autonomie terug

Y

279 dersen de onthouders vrezen dat
meer autonomie leidt tot cen op-
tsing van Servic ensoortgelijke
eisen van andere Servische regio’s,
ook al hadden die in
nooitdeautonomie die de Vojvodi-
na en Kosovo wel hadden.

Nenad Canak, de pro-autono-
mie-leider van de Vojvodina, ver-
welkomde gisteren de beslissing
van het parlement. ,,Ditis een posi-
tieve stap in de richting van volle-
» Hij waarschuw-

dige auronomie.
eer nodig is. Hij

de echter dat er m
hekelde ook de geringe marge tij-
dens de stemming. ,,Die laat zien
dat we de nationalisten nog niet

t bekend als cen op-
vliegende man. Onlangs scheurde
hij in een tv-niczending het logo
van de publicke omroep van de
muur uit onvrede metde bemoceie-
nis uit de Servische hoofdstad Bel-

dere leiders hekelden het
geringe verschil tussen
lende groeperingen.

Kklaarblijkelijk nog niet bevrijd van
de geesten uit het verleden, de na-
tionalisten”, aldus JozefKasa, vice-
premier van Serv ié en leider

Vojvodina. Hij zei zich ,,
voelen over de stemve

De Vojvodina kreeg, net als Ko-
sovo, in 1974, onder Tito, cen
grondwettelijk gegarandeerde au-
tonomie. Maar in 1989 ontnam
iloZevi¢ beide Servi-
es die bevoegdheden,
in het kader naar zijn streven naar
cen Servisch machtsmonopolie

binnen Joegoslavié,

sche provinci
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Lo _ Washington, D.C. 20431 USA

IMF Approves US$249 Million Stand-By Credit for the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia

The Exceutive Board of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) today approved a stand-by eredit of SDR 200 million (about
1US$249 million) for the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY) through March 31, 2002 in support of the government's
cconomic program. This decision will enable the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia to draw SDR 50 million (about US$62
million) immediately. Threc instaliments of SDR 50 million could follow after the conclusion of quarterly reviews of the

program.
Following the Executive Board discussion, Stanley Fischer, First Deputy Managing Director and Acting Chairman, said:

"The FRY authorilics have embarked with impressive speed and commitment on the extremely difTicult task ol reconstructing
their devaslaied economy. Maintaining this momentum will be key lo building broad political supporl for the reform and
securing ils sustainability. ) ’

"The Fund-supported program provides for strong macreeconomic policies coupled with bold structural reforms. Adherence to
the program's credit and fiscal targets will be important to reduce inflation and create an environment that is supportive of
reform. Significantly, important structural reforms—including the liberalization of the foreign exchange and trade systems, and
a radical reform of the fiscal system—have been implemented upfront. Morcover, the authorities have formulated and started
to implement a bank resolution stralegy in collaboration with the IMF and the World Bank, while a new transparent
privatization framework is aboul to be adopted in the coming wecks.

"In Montenegro, significant institutional reforms have been introduced over the past several years, and the recent adoplion of
the DM (curo) as ils sole legal tender has coniributed Lo financial stability. Iowever, the [iscal situation has wersened this year,
which points lo the need for slrong corrective measures. There is also a need to make progress in bank restrucluring and

enlerprise privalization.

“While the authorities' policy achicvements so far have been impressive, their sustainability will eritically require that the
underlying causes of the macroeconomic imbalances are Inddrcsscd, by fcslryf.luring the banking and enterprise sectors,
improving financial disciplinc in the cconomy, and restoring fiscal sustainability. The authorities are aware of the challenges
and difficult decisions ahead, and have appropriately emphasized the development of an adequate social safety nel as a means

of maintaining broad support for their reform policies.

"In addition lo strong policy efforts by the Yugoslav authorities, progress loward sustainable growth and external viability will
require strong supperl from creditors and donors, and external debt sustainability will not be achieved without concessional
debt relief from bilateral creditors. The forthcoming Donor Conference on June 29 will provide the international community
the opportunily to demonstrale its support by commilling program and project assistance in line with FRY's estimuted needs,”

Mr. Fischer said.

ANNEX

Program Summary

The program aims to achicve rapid disinflation and a moderate recovery in output, Real GDP is expected lo grow by around 5

' .
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pereent in 2001, owing mainly (0 a rebound in agricultural oulput afler last year's drought. The rest of the ceonomy will
probably grow by 2-3 percent, with the positive eflects from the removal of the cconomic sanctions being moderated by the
effects of enterprise restructuring as well as capacity conslraints, The program aims al lowering 12-month retail price inflation,
by end-2001, 1o around 30-35 percent in Serbia and 6% pereent in Montenegro.

Macrocconomic policies in Serbia will be constrained by the severe demonetization and new burdens on the budget. Fiscal and
monetary policies will impose strict limits on credit expansion to the government and the rest of the economy. Specifically, the
liscal program emphasizes reliance on foreign assistance and privatization receipis to meet the new burdens on the budget, and
limits the government's recourse to the banking system to the cquivalent of 0.6 percent of GDP in 2001, Monlenegro is set to

_implemcnl important policy measures, including on the fiscal front regarding expendilure cuts in the areas of subsidies,
invesiment, and other discretionary spending.

On the structural front, Serbia has already implemented a major budget and tax reforms lo enhance fiscal cfficiency and
transparency; liberalized very reslrictive foreign exchange and trade systems; freed most prices; generally raised public utility
tanifTs; and initiated a series of large increases in electricity prices. The Scrbian authoritics have started 1o carry out a bank

Despite the envisaged strong policy effort and considerable commitments of external assistance, the Federal Republic of
Yugoslavia [aces a sizablc linaneing gap ol about US$10.7 billion in 2001, reflecting both large import needs and external debt
servicing obligalions (including exiernal debt arrears off US$9.6 billion). The current account deficit (before grants) is projected
lo widen to 17% pereent of GDP (about US31.8 billion) in 2001 from 8% pereent of GDP (about US$700 million) in 2000,
The financing gap could be filled partly by program and project assistance, and parl y by debt relief;

The Federal Republic of Yugoslavia joined the IMT on December 14, 1992; its quotal is SDR 467.7 million {about US$583
million). The Federal Republic of Yugoslavia's outstanding use of IMF credits totals SDR 117 million (about US$146 million).

Table 1. Federal Republic of Y ugoslaviy (Serbia/Montenegro): Selected Economic and Financial Indicators, 1996-

2001 1/
1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001
Prel. Prel.
Praj.
Real cconomy
GDP, in millions of US dollars 14455 16,556 13,889 10,155 8,071 10,231
Average net real wage, 1994=100 120 146 150 129 150 150
Average net wage in DM, at gray market exchange rates 155 206 169 109 99 149
(Percent change)
Real GDP 78 10.1 1.9 -15.7 50 50
Industrial production 7.6 25 3.6 <225 109 0.0
Retail prices (annual average) 92.7 18.5 298 424 71.8 86-89
Retail prices (end of period) 499 1135 30-35
Unemployment rate (in percent) 2/ 25.8 25.8 25.1 265 273
(Percent of GDP)

General government finances 3/
Revenue 4/ 388 399
Expenditure w399 459
Of which: Budget for reconstruction and recovery w0 23
Cash balance 0.9 6.1
Domeslic financing 0.1 0.6
Foreign financing 0.0 29
Foreign grants 0.8 12
Privatization receipts 0.0 14
Commitment balance 5/ -3.0 6.1
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Money supply (cnd-nf-period)

M1 6/ 473 85.1 360
Meia 676 614 204
Balance of paymenty (In billions of U.S. dollars)
Merchandiss exports 8/ 20 2.4 30 17 19 2.1
Merchandise imports 4.1 48 4.8 33 -3.8 45
Trade balance 21 24 -1.9 -1.6 -18 2.4
Current account balanee, ufler grants 9/ 0.6 -1.6 0.7 08 04 -1:2
(In percent of GDP) 4.1 94 -5.0 -7.5 -5.0 -11.4
Current account balance, before grants 9/ 06 -16 0.7 -0.8 0.7 -1.8
(In percent of GDP) 4.1 9.4 -5.0 <15 -83 -17.7
Toreign debt (year-end) 10/ 11.7 12.5
Gross official reserves 0.3 0.5 0.7
(In months of imports of goods and services) 1.1 1.5 1.7

Sources: Federal Slatistical Oflice; National Bank of Yugoslavia; Ministry of Finance of the Federal Republic; Ministryof
Finance of the Republic of Serbia; and Fund stafT estimates.

1/ With the exception of money supply and forcign debt, data for 1999-2001 exclude Kosovo. GDP excludes Kosovo
throughout,

2/ Excludes workers on "(orced holiday" (about 20-25 percent of the labor [oree in recent years).
3/ Fiscal operations of all levels of governmenl, excepl for Montenegro where it excludes local governmenls,
4/ Excludes foreign grants.

5/ Excludes arrears of local governments and most interest payments on [oreign debt due but not paid.
6/ From 1999 onwards excludes Monlenegro,

1/ Frozen foreign-currency deposils are excluded and other [oreign-currency deposils are valued at parallel market rales until
September 2000 and at YUD 30 per DM thereafler.

8/ From 1996, includes previously unrecorded exports of about US$0.2 billion.
9/ In 2000-01, includes previously unrecorded transiers of US$0.6 billion.
10/ Includes arrears on unpaid imports of fuel and gas.

1 A member's quota in the IMF determines, in particular, the amount of its subseription, its voling weight, its aceess to IMF
financing , and ils allocation of SDRs,

IMF EXTERNAL RELATIONS DEPARTMENT
Public Aflairs; 202-623-7300 - Fax: 202-623-6278
Media Relations: 202-623-7100 - Fax: 202-623-6772
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support free press in the Balkans

Parels tussen het gruis: een nieuw handboek

Parels wussen het gruis, dat is de titel van het Press Now handboek voor
‘onze’ trainers dat bijna gereed is. Het geeft informatie die van belang
is als men een journalisticke training geeft op de Balkan. zeker als het
“de eerste keer” betrefl. Hoe werk je met een tolk? Welke onderwerpen
wil je aan bod laten komen tijdens je training? Hoe ontwikkel je een
goede relatie tussen trainer en de mensen die getraind worden?

Het trainen van journalisten is essenticel voor de ontwikkeling van
sterke onafhankelijke media op de Balkan. Press Now heeft jarenlange
ervaring op dit terrein. Een aantal journalisten uit Nederland gaat met
enige regelmaat op ons verzoek naar verschillende landen op de Balkan
om een training te geven. Van verslaggeving tot onderzocksjournalistiek.
Veelal jonge, relaticf onervaren journalisten van verschillende media
komen één a twee weken bij elkaar om getraind te worden.

Hoewel we nog steeds van mening zijn dat dit cen goede manier is,
waarin met name geinvesteerd wordt in de ontwikkeling van individuele
journalisten kregen we steeds meer het gevoel dat deze aanpak niet
langer genoeg was. De situatie op de Balkan is (of lijkt in elk geval)
stabieler dan in de jaren *90. Media zijn bezig hun individucle positie
te versterken en maken plannen voor de toekomst. Mediavertegen-
woordigers uiten een toegenomen behoefte aan zogeheten on-the-job
trainingen. Er is behoefte aan deskundigen dic voor een langere tijd bij
een bepaalde krant, radio- of televisiestation of aan een faculteit jour-
nalistick meelopen om hun collega’s vragen te stellen, te adviseren, te
bekritiseren en te ondersteunen.

We besloten een poging te wagen ons lrainingsaanbod uit te breiden en
te variéren. In een advertentie in een aantal vakbladen voor journalisten
en op onze website hebben we aangekondigd op zoek te zijn naar des-

kundigen die geinteresseerd zijn in een dergelijke klus op de Balkan,



7Zeer veel reacties waren het gevolg. Een bewijs dat journalisten in
Nederland nog steeds hee

In deze Nieuwsbrief vindt u cen artikel van de hand van Tom Harkema,
hn fd oplage van de Friese Pers. Hij is naar Zuid-Albani& geweest om
00

met lokale kranten hun mogelijkheden op het gebied van marketing

' i erzoeken. Een goed voorbeeld
(oplagevergroting, advertenties) te ond

van deze nieuwe aanpak.

Anique ter Welle, hoofd trainingen Press Now

| betrokken zijn bij hun collega’s op de Balkan.

Impressies van achter het front — verslag van een
bezoek aan Macedonié

Woensdag 28 maart. Skopje. Op de autoradio horen we dm het U_C.‘K
(het Albanese Nationale Bevrijdingsfront voor Macedmn?j ¢en nieuw
front heeft geopend, ditmaal vlak bij Skopje. De oorlog lijkt verder te
escaleren. De etnisch Macedonische partijen dreigen hun aanhang te
mobiliseren. 's Middags, op de terugweg vanuit Stip, passeren we cen
eerste busje volgeladen met stoere kerels, zwaaiend met de Macedoni-
sche vlag.

Maar niet alles is wat het lijkt. De stoere kerels blijken voetbalsuppor-
ters. Die avond wint Turkije met 3-1 van Macedonié. De supporters
verlaten rustig het stadion, nog voor de wedstrijd is afgelopen.
Gelukkig verliest diezelfde avond Albanié haar thuiswedstrijd van
Engeland, zodat het evenwicht tussen Macedoniérs en Albanezen

- althans op het voetbalveld - hersteld is. In de bergen heeft intussen het
Macedonische leger de overhand, gesteund door helikopters die hals-
overkop uit Oekraine zijn overgebracht. De rebellen worden terug-
gedreven naar de grens met Kosovo. De volgende dagen zal het leger
bezig zijn de bergen ten noorden van Skopje uit te kammen op achter-
gebleven rebellen, zoals ze ook rond Tetovo nog enige tijd bezig is.

Rebellen, terroristen of - in het politick correcte jargon van de VN -
MAAG (Macedonian Albanian Armed Groups). Voor een buitenstaan-
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der is het moeilijk cen beeld te krijgen. Zelfs al praat je dagelijks met
Journalisten en hoofdredacteuren van de voornaamste Macedonische
media - viteindelijk ben je aangewezen op CNN of de samenvattingen
op internet, Samen met collegae van zusterorganisaties als het Zweedse
Helsinki Comité, de Soros Foundation en Medienhilfe (Zwitserland) reis
ik enkele dagen door Macedonié om te kijken hoe we de media in deze
omstandigheden kunnen steunen.

In Tetovo - de tweede siad van Macedonié en het centrum van Albanees
nationalisme - hebben we een afspraak met de eigenaren van de diverse
radio- en TV-stations uit de stad - Albanees en Macedonisch. Dagenlang 1s
er gevochien in de bergen vlak bij de stad. Qok de stad zelf lag onder
vuur van de rebellen. De hooggelegen zenders van de diverse stations
zijn in de gevechten vernield. Dat betekent dat de inwoners van Tetovo
al dagen voor hun informatie zijn aangewezen op de staats-TV of hele-
maal geen nieuws ontvangen. Ook de vele viuchtelingen uit de stad
krijgen maar mondjesmaat informatie over hoe het er in hun stad voor
staat. Er is een plan om snel noodzenders op te richten, maar het is
vooralsnog te gevaarlijk om de bergen in te gaan.

Intussen worden de radio- en TV-stations overspoeld door buitenlandse
Journalisten. die informatie willen hebben, of even de telefoon willen
gebruiken of internet willen raadplegen. Al dagen komen de lokale
Journalisten (etnisch Albanees en Macedonisch) nauwelijks aan hun
eigenlijke werk toe. Bovendien hebben ze geen geld om de extra kosten
te betalen voor al die internationale telefoontjes. En buitenlanders om
geld vragen past niet. Dus vragen ze ons om geld. Ons kennen ze.
Onze opmerking dat die journalisten heus wel in staat en bereid zijn
om onkosten en tijd te vergoeden, vindt weinig gehoor.

De journalisten uit Skopje, waar we een paar dagen later mee praten,
hebben andere problemen. De tegenstellingen hier zijn groter. In Tetovo
zit iedereen in hetzelfde schuitje. Maar in Skopje komen de Albanese
Journalisten niet opdagen. Met de overige (etnisch Macedonische)
Jjournalisten bespreken we de veiligheid. Er wordt gesproken over het
beschikbaar stellen van kogelvrije vesten en een vei!igheidslmining
voor journalisten. Ook hier praten we over de buitenlandse pers.
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Aleksander Damovski, hoofdredacteur van het dagblad Dnevnik is woe-
dend. Jarenlang werden aan Macedonische journalisten westerse media
ten voorbeeld gesteld en nu lezen ze in diezelfde media over zichzelf,
over ‘orthodoxe Slaven, nauw verwant aan de Serviérs en met weinig
gevoel voor humor® die vechten tegen “Albanezen, voornamelijk mos-
lims, slim, geestig en sluw’. Stereotiepen vieren hoogtij. In de zucht
naar sensatie wordt het conflict opgeklopt tot een ware burgervorlog

- en zover is het gelukkig nog niet in Macedonié.

Steven Assies, projectmedewerker Macedonié en Montenegro Press Now

N.B. Press Now draagt in Macedonié onder andere bij aan het plaatsen
van nieuwe zenders in Tetovo, de organisatie van veiligheidstrainingen

voor journalisten, (financiéle) noodhulp aan radio- en televisiestations,
het opzetten van een tweetalig radiostation en training van journalisten.

‘The South is ours!’
Strategie voor regionale kranten in Albanié

Via Trouw, waar ik van 1989 tot 1998 dagbladmanager ben geweest.
nodigde Rudie van Meurs me begin 1999 uit voor cen gesprek bij Press
Now, een club die ik vaag kende. De kennismaking zou snel intensief
worden. Ik was inmiddels hoofd oplage geworden van de Friese Pers,
uitgever van de Leeuwarder Courant, en Press Now zag me als een
sparringpartner bij hun streven meer te investeren in kennis op het
gebied van marketing en management.

In september van dat jaar bezocht ik samen met Press Now project-
officer Zoran Djukanovic diverse kranten en RT V-stations in Bosnié:
een intensieve week voor iemand die vanuit de pers redelijk bekend
was met de politieke situatie ter plekke, maar weinig wist van het media-
landschap. Een goede kennismaking met de kansen en bedreigingen dic
uitgevers in Bosnié tegenkomen volgde. maar ik was over mijn eigen
rol enigszins ambivalent. Waar moet je beginnen, wat hebben ze aan
jouw (theoretische) kennis en ervaring; ook leek het of niet iederecn
zat te wachten op goedbedoelde adviezen uit Nederland.
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In de contacten die ik daarna met Press Now had, kristalliseerde mijn

rol zich verder uit. Dit leidde ertoe dat ik in februari jongstleden naar

Albanié vertrok om daar een aantal regionale kranten te bezoeken en te

praten met de uitgevers. Sinds een jaar worden deze, nog zeer kleine

kranten, gesteund door Press Now. Het doel van mijn bezoek was twee-

ledig:

- onderzocken of voortzetting van de steun gerechtvaardigd is;

- waar mogelijk de uitgevers ondersteunen in denken en doen op strate-
gisch. management- en marketinggebied,

Samen met Saimir Misiri, de Press Now-vertegenwoordiger in Albanié
reisde ik langs de kranten. Er is natuurlijk een wereld van verschil tus-
sen een goed renderend bedrijf als de Friese Pers. waar de Leeuwarder
Courant meer dan honderd journalisten in dienst heeft en een betaalde
dagelijkse oplage kent van ruim 112.000 exemplaren en bijvoorbeeld
de in Lushnje verschijnende “Hapésiré Mendimi’, met een wekelijkse
oplage van zo'n 1.000 exemplaren en een staf van een of twee mensen
die ongeveer vanuit de slaapkamer hun krant in elkaar zetten en daar-
naast ook allerlei andere uitgeefiaken voor hun rekening nemen. Toch
zijn er raakvlakken. Ook in Albanié moet een sluitend businessplan
worden gemaakt met daarin heldere doelstellingen en een overzicht van
de wijze waarop men die doelstellingen wil verwezenlijken. Via een
goede distributie en de juiste verkooptechnicken moet je de oplage zien
te vergroten. En omdat je als krantenuitgever nooit alleen van lezers
kunt leven, zijn meer advertentiepagina’s van levensbelang. Dus moet
je potentiéle adverteerders in kaart brengen, hen bezoeken en dit omzet-
ten in volume. Allemaal gemakkelijker gezegd dan gedaan, maar toch
moet het gebeuren.

Samenwerking is volgens mij het parool. Alleen door zo snel mogelijk
een zodanige schaal te bereiken dat je interessant wordt voor (grote en
kleine) adverteerders en je bovendien qua marktpositie een vulst'kunt
maken tegen landelijke dagbladen, kun je op termijn Seifsuppurnpg
worden. Immers: onafhankelijkheid is niet alleen gekoppﬁ‘:ld aah jouts
nalistieke principes maar ook aan financiéle zelfbeschikking.

Mijn Albanese gesprekspartners werken al samen door hun kranten
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allemaal in Berat te drukken en ze zijn van plan ook gezamenlijk
advertenties te werven. Het is de vraag of deze samenwerking ver
genoeg gaat. Ook redactioneel valt er het een en ander te doen, lijkt
me, om een echte factor van betekenis in de regio te worden.

Het is de bedoeling dat enkele vertegenwoordigers van de Albanese
media binnenkort nader kennismaken met de aanpak bij Nederlandse
uitgevers. De Friese Pers is daarbij graag gastheer. Behalve de Lecu-
warder Courant, geeft het bedrijf ook nieuws- en huis-aan-huisbladen
uit. Juist die categorie kan interessant zijn voor regionale media met
een nog beperkte oplage in een niet al te groot verspreidingsgebied.

Tom Harkema, hoofd oplage de Friese Pers

Brengt het Pact stabiliteit op de Balkan?

Het Stabiliteitspact, zo zei staatssecretaris Benschop onlangs, moet ver-
anderen van een voornamelijk post-conflict instrument in een pragma-
tisch coordinerend mechanisme dat zich met name richt op de regionale
invalshoek. Benschop was spreker op een Press Now debat in januari
dit jaar. Volgens hem is het Stabiliteitspact nooit bedoeld als Marshall-
plan voor de Balkan.

Ook de tegenovergestelde opvatting bestaat dat het Stabiliteitspact,

gelanceerd in Sarajevo in de nadagen van de Kosovo-oorlog, wel dege-
lijk bedoeld was als Marshallplan. Met als doel steun te bieden aan de
Balkan, omstandigheden te cre€ren om buitenlandse hulp te implemen-
teren en vrede, stabiliteit, democratie en markteconomische hervormin-

gen te bevorderen.

Hoe het ook zij, critici beweren dat, in tegenstelling tot de hulp die na
de Tweede Wereldoorlog op gang kwam, het succes van het Pact wordt
bemoeilijkt door discussies over leiderschap en donorcodrdinatie. De
belangrijkste reden voor de ineffectiviteit van het Pact is h.el gcbre_k aan
een heldere strategie, aldus de directeur van het Open Society Institute
in Brussel, Mabel Wisse Smit, tijdens het Press Now debat.
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Er is geen plan, aldus Wisse Smit. De politieke rol van de Europese
Unie is versterkt, met name Javier Solana’s kantoor. Het Pact speelt
geen politieke rol. Hulp codrdineren? Dat is moeilijk volgens critici.
Donoren die bijdragen aan het Pact willen volledige controle houden
over hun fondsen, waarmee ze het Stabiliteitspact reduceren tot een
distributiesysteem voor projecten. Het Pact heeft de bevoegdheid noch
de mogclijkheid het werk van donoren en andere organisaties te codrdi-
neren, aldus Wisse Smit.

Volgens Benschop heeft het Pact desalniettemin een belangrijke rol te
vervullen: als coGrdinator en initiator van regionale activiteiten, Het Pact
kan financiering van geidentificeerde projecten garanderen, aldus de
staatssecretaris. En dat is precies wat het Pact tot nu toe heeft geprobeerd.

Het Stabiliteitspact is onderverdeeld in drie zogeheten werktafels:

I') democratisering en mensenrechten, 2) economische reconstructie en
samenwerking. en 3) veiligheidszaken. Een van de afdelingen van
werktafel | is de Media Task Force. De eerste taak van deze werktafels
was om een selectie te maken van die projecten die voor snelle imple-
mentatie in aanmerking kwamen, de zogeheten *quick start’ projecten.

Het Stabiliteitspact heeft aanzienlijke mogelijkheden, met 34 landen en
een aantal grote internationale overheidslichamen achter zich. Tijdens
een regionale conferentie in maart 2000, werd 2.4 miljard Euro toege-
zegd door donoren voor de ‘quick start” projecten. Veel meer dan de
1.8 miljard die nodig was voor de geselecteerde projecten.

Vanaf toen is begonnen met de implementatie van deze projecten.
Kritiek is er nog steeds, met name dat de projecten te veel in het Westen
zijn bedacht, dus onvoldoende geworteld zijn in de Balkanlanden zelf.
Ook is de regionale aanpak niet zo geschikt voor een aantal sectoren van

het Pact, zoals bijvoorbeeld media.

Dessi Damianova, onderzoeker Press Now




Press Now Jaarverslag 2000

In juni is het jaarverslag van Press Now over het jaar 2000 gereed. In
het jaarverslag wordt een overzicht gegeven van door ons gefinancierde
projecten op de Balkan en van de debatten en de activiteiten die we dat
jaar in Nederland hebben georganiseerd. Tevens is een financieel over-
zicht opgenomen. Sympathisanten en donateurs van Press Now die
belangstelling hebben kunnen een excmplaar toegestuurd krijgen (bel:
020-5962000 of stuur een c-mail: pressnow(pressnow.nl). Het jaarver-
slag is in het Engels. Overigens zal het jaarverslag 2000 ook integraal
op onze website komen te staan. (www.dds.nl/pressnow)

Too early to get along

Romanschrijfster Els de Groen heeft nu een reportage-essay geschreven
over de huidige situatie in Kosovo. Het boek is gebaseerd op tal van
gesprekken met mensen uit alle etnische groepen tijdens een aantal rei-
zen door Kosovo vorig jaar. De Groen laat zien hoe tergend langzaam
verdraagzaamheid en tolerantie ontluiken, overschaduwd door weder-
zijds wantrouwen en afkeer. Het lijkt nog te vroeg voor Albanczen en
Serviérs in Kosovo om elkaar aardig te vinden. Het boek verschijnt in
Prishtina in drie talen: Engels. Albances en Servisch. Press Now heefl
het boek gefinancierd, deels met geld van andere organisaties. De
Engelse versic is vanafl juni ook in Nederland beschikbaar en kan voor
NLG 15 bij Press Now besteld worden.

PRESS NOW
Wibautstraat 3 - 5, 1091 GH Amsterdam
Tel. 020-5962000, Fax 020-5962001
c-mail: pressnow(@pressnow.nl ¢ website: www.dds.nl/pressnow
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/an holst en steijnen

_'I:_l'ﬁ:rm: Despotovic, Ruza <despot@wish.net>
o Nico & Neeltje Steijnen <n.h.van.holst@freeler.nl>; Ksenija Sigulinski <sigu@worldonline.nl>; Jared
Israel <Emperors1000@aol.com>: <Harald.Kampffmeyer@tfed.de>; <HKampffmeyer@aol.com>:
Globalreflexion <office@globalreflexion.org>
Sent: maandag 2 juli 2001 14:43

Subject: Fw: Milosevic: Mockery of Justice, Democracy: America's Oil War in Macedonia (TiM GW Bulletin
2001/6-1, May 30, 2001)

— Original Message --—-

From: TiM Publisher <pu blisher@truthinmedia.org>

To: TiM GW Bulleting <tim@tyr.marietta edu>

Sent: Monday, July 02, 2001 4:29 AM B

Subjeet: Milosevic: Mockery of Justice, Democracy, America's Oil War in
Macedonia (TiM GW Bulletin 200 1/6-1, May 30, 2001)

> FROM PHOENIX, ARIZONA

-

> Thoug_ht you'd be intercsted in our latest Truth in Media Global Watch
> Bulletin which is now available at our Web site, Just click on the
animated

> (green) THE NEWS button 1o go to our latest report.
=

> Of course, you can also click on the TiM Bulletins Index button in the

left

= frame - to go to selections of our Bulletins archived by geographic

regions

> and subjects, and in chronological order. Or click on any other button in

> the lefl frame for other topies of interesl.

-2

> And now, here are the headlines of the latest TiM Bulletin, Just keep in

> mind that our storics arc CONSTANTLY updated, and that the c-mail fext

> enclosed below is oflen merely the first edition of a story. So we

> recommend that you keep checking the TiM Web site daily, so thal you would
> not miss out on some imporiant news or commentary updates.

=
=
> Truth in Media's GLOBAL WATCH Bulletin 2001/6-1 30-Jun-2001
>
> Topic: BALKAN AFFAIRS

=

>HEADLINES

>

> Belgrade 1. Milosevic at the Hague: Mockery of Justice
= and Democracy

> _ ‘
> Skopje 2. U.S. Troops Rescue Albanian Terrorists,

> Causing Anti-American Riot in
Macedonia

> .

= Ottawa 3. Amecrica's War in Macedonia

} " .

> London 4, British Helsinki Human Rights Group:

ti-western )
; - Feelings in Macedonia Are No
Surprise
z Washington 5. Waste-deep in the Balkans and Sinking

"
> 3

> httpy/ fwmw.truthinmadia.nrg,{ﬁu lletins2001/tim2001-6-1.html
> t

z NOTE: To cancel the e-mail editions of our reports, just reply REMOVE .or

>~ UNSUBSCRIBE, followed by your c-mail address.

>

—
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. | Us mllllaryqndl_]slnal complex in alliance with the Anglo-American oil
glants and Brtain's major defense contractors, These developments
* evidently also have a bearing on the control over strategic pipelines,
Iransport and communications corridors in the Balkans, Eastern Europe and
= the former Soviet Union.

=

= In turn, this Ang!o—Amcrlican axis is also matched by increased cooperalion
= bclwcgn the Cl.fj\ and Britain's MI5 in the sphere ol intelligence and covert
= Operations as evidenced by the role played by British SAS Special Forces
in

> training KLA rebels.
> WAR, "DOLLARISATION" AND THE NEW WORLD ORDER
=

= "Protection” of the pipelines, covert activities and the recycling of drug

= maney in support ol armed insurgencies, militanzation of stralegic

> corridors, defense procurement 1o "Partnership for Peace" (PIP) countrics
= are all an integral part of the Anglo-American axis and its qucst lo

> dominate oil and gas routes and transport corridors out of the Caspian sea
> basin and {rom the Black sea across the Balkans.

-

> More generally, what is happening in the broader region linking Eastern

> Europe and the Balkans to the former Soviet republics is a relentless

> seramble for control over national economies by competing business

> conglomerates. And behind this process is the quest by Wall Street's

> financial establishment —in alliance with the defense and oil giants— to

> destabilize and discredit the Deutschmark (and the Euro) with a view (o

> imposing the US dollar as the sole currency for the region.

>

= Control over "money creation” --imposing the rule of the US Federal

> Reserve system throughout the World— has become a central feature of US
= expansionism. In this regard, Washington's military-intelligence ploy not

= only consists in undermining "EU enlargement”, it is also intent upon

> weakening and displacing the dominion of Germany's largest banking

= institulions (¢.g. Deutsche Bank, Commerzbank and WestDeutsche Landesbank)
= throughout the Balkans,

>

= In other words, the New World Order is marked by the clash between Europe
= and Amcrica for "colonial control" over national currencies. And this

> conllict between "competing capitalist blocks" will become increasingly

> acute when several hundred million people from Eastern Europe and the

= Balkans to Central Asia start using the Euro as their "de facto” national

> currency on January [st 2002,

=

> (See the map at http:/www.bsrec. bg/taskforce/SYNERG Y/oilprojects2.html ).
> Prof. Michel Chossudovsky, Ottawa (c-mail: chossudovsky(@videotron.ca)
S

:b W - * - .
= 4, Brilish Helsinki Human Rights Group: Anti-westemn Feclings in Macedonia
= Arc No Surprise

= LONDON. Juno 36 - We reosived i followirig report from Dl MoAdams, a

> former member of the British Helsinki Human Rights Group, who has reported
= for TiM over the years from various elcction monitoring posts in lhe‘
> Balkans (run a Search using Mr. McAdams' name as keyword [or prior

articles):
> .
> Anti -Western Feeling - No Surprise

: This Group's observers detected unprecedented hostility towards Westerners

: é ; o 15
inary ethnic Macedonians during their mission
- M ﬂ::i Pﬂf‘; %i?;iza% June and so they were not s_urpnseq when the angry
. Mu:.'d: :.1\:J1ich stormed the Macedonian parliament in Skopje on :.I;-c:d night of
: }::;?m 25th after a group of Albanian rebels had been escorted :Vo f1 om by
> Nato troops earlier in the day also _vc;}::;:::; ;"r;f;r&;::cré c:; anc; fbr:nim
i i isis in

)Jmlm?ljltusliis?r:c]r}::;rhn;g T::g lc: repeated calls in the West f'olr the E:}Jnand
zgl::;nm act as "honest _brokcrs,l'_' yclhlal';cb\:leﬂcsiﬁi ﬂr::mnh;r?hc g
> Macedonians that the insurreclion okl el

i ; terdict weapons smugghing .
e, We::lir:i;rng‘:;o;:dcm worst that collusion between the ;I:!a::‘an
g Kn;%:::ﬁz Nato's Kfor confingent provoked the violence means Yy
> gu
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i/ 'pEECLkBI:pch" c(}“]d [‘acc a “10'—1 h I‘idc" ra akn y
¥ . g !hcr lhﬂn il lncndI
I,JST hulnihatcd Maccdﬂﬂii[ b}‘ Escor ll‘Ilg armed Bsuer |i“as bﬁ.ck
Jhateve T.hl: sources Ulcc { i nd h W °r § -adw
‘.‘ T rces of on I'Cta owey A
cr l" d |5Ld th

lo base
c

%gucrrillas_lo salety from thcir‘Araclnovo base, US-KFOR troops humiliated
% . 5

against what they see as (he abuse of their s i
l/ z the great powers of the West who use it as an::gi:l?;lalfr;agit:;;u oy
= &iﬁ;ﬁ-:ﬁifﬁ:ﬁﬂ;ﬁi ;V;Lt;;:;til re}i;nrd for its majority population.
> EU and Nato leaders have {lj I Rk iy .
~alated 0 N 1o nave iP*‘]nppcd on the Maccdgnlar} crisis since il
=i T arch. Having condemned Albanian guernllas in the strongest
5 \zirlril::::l cri:,_nuw !hc Sam\‘t: leaders dclnouncc the Maccdomjan security forees
h qual miensity. Western meddling has kept the conllict simmerin
/ > Instead of encouraging clear resolution. Now it may be aboul to cxpludg-';:
= U that happcr[s, it is doubtful if' it will remain g wo-way conflicl - l
> between ethnic Albanian rebels based in the hills that separale the
country
> from qcnghbonng Kusq\fo and the Macedonian army. Leaving aside the
= polential horrors of an inter-ethnic civil war. it would be naive to think
> that Nato could intervene as an honest broker without facing resistance,
> Macedonia is not Serbia, the Kosovo model will not work
> Unlike Serbia which had faced a decade of sanctions and propaganda warfare
> for Belgrade's alleged complietty in the Croatian and Bosnian Wars, and
was
> bombed by Nato for its refusal to countenance self-rule for
= Albanian-majority Kosovo, the suddenness of the erisis and (he West's
> hostility has come as a great shock to Slav Macedonians. Their majority
= bitterly resents EU/Nato pressure to concede the de facto partition of
= their country and the abrogation of the norms of constitutional democracy
= in favour of a Lebanese style ethnic constitution.
> Given the widespread perception that the international community in the
> form of the US, EU and Nato actually caused the violence in order to
plunge
> the country into ungovernability and provide a pretext for selting up an
= international protectorate on the lines of Bosnia and Kosovo, the fact
that
= the EU has appointed a 'resident’ ecnvoy lo the country can only compound
> Macedonian suspicions. A Nato-run protectorate may not be casily or
= peacefully installed.
> Internal or external causes?
> Although isolated incidents of racial tension between Macedonians and
> Albanians have taken place since the country's independence in 1991
> Macedonia has been praised for its inclusive constilution and harmonious
> cthnic relations. Ethnic Albanians are part of the governing coalition in
= parliament. Only well-organized (and ill-intentioned) interference could
> have damaged the status quo. Many Macedonians belicve that this

= interference comes from neighbouring Kosovo where ¢.38,000 Nalo lroops are

> based.
> Why should the West want to take over the running of a small, poor country

= like Macedonia with few natural resources? The answer is strategic. The

> counlry lics on the route to be taken by oil pipelines set to run from the

> Black Sea coast in the east to Albania's Adriatic coast. Control of the

> pipe-line is regarded as essential to the West's long-lerm cnergy plans.

= BHHRG representatives recenlly visited Macedoma, They went to Tetovo in
> the West of the country, to the outskirts of then rebel-occupied village

of

= Aracinovo and nearby Kumanovo which has been without water for several
= weeks. Other members of the group traveled to Bilola to investigate the

> reeent wave of violence against the small Albanian community in the town.
> They talked to politicians, police and journalists and to ordinary

> citizens both Macedonian and Albanian wherever they went.

> This Group has chronicled election fraud as the intemal root ol'(:l:isis .

> The Group has published scveral reports since 1994 on Macedonia dealing
> with general human rights issues as well as conducling several election

> observation missions, They detailed the derallment o{' dcma_cracyf by the

> post-1998 coalition between the ostensibly Macedonian nationalist party,

> VMRO, and the equally Albanian nationalist DPA. While Western-dominated

> institutions like the OSCE blandly endorsed rigged clections based on the
> manipulation of the ethnic Albanian vote in particular, this Group feared

S
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# long-term consequences for Maccdoninn-mbam'an relations of bas;
ower on voles provided in rigged circumstances Primarily by one cm&mg
fgmup. Tl}}s hng'lcﬂ President Trajkovski's government with ?itllc e
.,rdcmocralw legitimacy. It is with great sadness thal the conclusio
7 reached in this, its latesi report, should be sq pessimislic =

: | -Macedonia frontier, This

:; Iha} lI!c rc.'c‘cflll t_rz!glc events in the country are not the fault of thi:l e
majority of 1is citizens, both Macedonan, and Albanian, who have found

> lhcr_nscl\rcs since March the Jatest PAWNS in yet another Balkan power-pla

> decided by forees gut of thei g

The ful r conlrol.

= the full report is available a hitp:/fwww bhl ;

N . o v Onhrgorg/ . For more

> Information, call +441865-439483. o (a

0'?785-6254|5} or confact MarkAEmond(vdd

j = or John Laughland (+44208 74 19749,
B

> 3. Waste-deep in the Balkang and Sinking (By Ted Galen Ca cnier

> WASHINGTON, Apr. 30 - Was the current "Macedonia Cris:il;“ prczicmblc. You
> betcha. Nor was the TiM editor the only one to see it comung. Here's for

= example, an excerpt from a Cato Institute policy analysis paper, published

= on Apr. 30 of this year (you can read the fyl| report by following the URL

> al the end of this excerpt);

>

= Waist Deep in the Balkan
> Macedonia

=

> Executive Summary

=

> The eruption of fi ghting in Macedonia and in Serbia's Presevo Valley has

> underscored the bankruptey of Washington's Balkan policy. NATO cited as
its

> principal reasons for intervening in Kosovo in 1999 the need to stop

cthnic

> cleansing and to prevent a wider war. Yet, since NATO assumed control of
= Kosovo, there has been a massive reverse ethnic cleansing as Albanian

> nationalisis have driven nearly 90 percent of the provinee's non-Albanian

> people from their homes. And now the Kosovo Liberation Anny and its

> offshoots have expanded armed conflict inio southern Serbia and Macedonia,

=

= Even as the current round of fighting fades, there are ample signs of

> trouble ahead. By wresting Kosovo from Belgrade's control, the United

> States and its NATO allies gave Albanian nationalists a base of operations
> [rom which they can foment insurgencies across the borders. Their ullimate
> goal is to create an ethnically pure "Greater Albania” that includes not

= only Kosovo and Albania but large portions of Serbia, Meontenegro,

> Macedonia, and Greece.

-,

-2

s and Sinking: Washington Confronts the Crisis in

= Rather than face that reality, proponents of current U.S. policy circulate

> far-fetched myths about the nature of the struggle in the Balkans. Having
= ignored the accurate warnings about the KLA issued by eritics of the

> original Kosovo mission, interventionists arc repealing the same kind of

= errors.

=

> If the United States insists on staying in Kosovo, it faces Ihn:cf

= unpalatable options. Option 1 is passive accommodation looking the other
> way while the KLA pursues its agenda. That approach_( might minimize the
> danger to American military personnel, but it would virtual '3}' guarantec a
> wider Balkan war in the long run. Option 2 is assertive mediation. That

> approach risks getting the United Statces into the middle ol 1!1(: dispute )
> between Albanian nationalists and the governments of Serbia and Macedonia,
> Oplion 3 is aggressive confrontation. The United States would conclude
that . o
> the K1.A is now the enemy and would try to crush the AJban.:am nationalist
= cause. That stralegy would likely lead to serious armed conflicl and

> American casualtics,

= 3

> Instead of trying to choose the lcast dreadlul option, Washington jsl'!c!‘ru]d

> extricate U.S. forces from Kosovo forthwith and transfer responsibility to
> the European Union. America has no economic or strategic interests that
> warrant the risks it is incurring. U.S. and European sccunity inferests

are

= separable. The United States should disengage and let the Europeans

14-07-01




th making the hard decisions.

cd Galen Carpenter is vice president for defense and forcign policy
> studies at the Cato Institute. For (he fu) text of Policy Analysis No,

> 397, check out m_tpﬂvmmub_s_m@m-w‘?es,hm ;
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poekbespreking
“Kosovo: From Crisis to Crisis”

Onder deze titel geven Dick Leurdijk en Dick Zandzee, beiden
verbonden aan het Nederlands !nstituut voor Internationale
Betreklingen in Clingendael, een overzicht van de ontwilkkelin-
gen rond Kosove. Van de voorgeschiedenis, het voorspel tot en
et verdenp van de 78 dagen durende luchtoorlog en de situatie
w2 iz rich daarna onbwildelda, Hoofdstuk 1 basciwijit de
<o rrschiedenis van i ick, hoodstul 2 de pogiren van
snationate ge 2 e begin 2009 om ot
diplomat! ; i e komes Hoofdst
sLin op des
" op
cEasnia 5,
sia op o
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= gt : i RN

v
il
SCNAap R 4D

- de resuitain: o
sefears fun conklusies.
weincenschap; chronologic ;
overzicht ontwikkelingen 1947 }:
geheel. Het boek lan il alleen maar veu |
Het viel mij op dat, ook voor iemand @ie il col
zevolgd heeft, er zoveel nieuws te leren wvial, Det ool 0w
de voorgeschiedenis, aanleiding tot en gang van zaien bjius
de luchtoperatiies als het (ontbreken van) vooruizichien veor
de toekomst. Enkele punten uit het boel:

= i(!':‘} A

Corsprong conflict

De opvatting dat het conflict voortvloeit uit het opheffen van

de autonomie van Kosovo door Milosevitch in 198¢ is niet juist.
De wortels moeten eerder gezocht worden in het opkomend
nationalisme rond 19oo. De Balkan-oorlog 1912-13 resulteerde
o.m. in een onafhankelijk Albanig& maar Kosovo, waar tweederde
van de bevolking Albanees was, bleef deel uitmaken van Servie.
Hier ligt het begin van het Kosovo-conflict, dat tot op heden
onopgelost bleef. De gehele 20e eeuw door was geweld en
onderdrukking (meestal van de Albanezen door de Serviers,
maar soms omgekeerd} de norm. Na Tito’s breuk met Stalin

in 1948, waarbij Albanié voor Stalin koos, werden de Albanezen
verdacht van "Slalinisme” en daarom onderdrukt. In 1967 voerde
Tito een nieuwe constitutie in, waarna de Albanezen geleidelijk
meer rechten kregen (als erkenning eigen taal, eigen universiteit).
De Albanezen bleven zich echter binnen het geheel van
Joegoslavié als tweede-rangs burger§ behan_deld te voelen,

terwijl tegelijkertijd de Servische minderheid binnen Kosovo

zich gediscrimineerd voelde. Het gevolg was een emigratie van
Serviérs, en een immigratie van moslims uit Zuid-Servié en
Macedonié, met als gevolg dat toen Milosevitch in 1989 Kosovo's
autenomie afschafle, het percentage Serviérs gedaald was tot 10%.

VredesTertsperiodiek Vredescentrum TU/e

Bosnié syndroom

Dat de de Albanezen aanvankelijk ender invloed van Rugova
voor geweldloos verzet kozen, dat toen dit niets opleverde

het UCK steeds polulairder werd, en dat toen oorlog dreigde de
[nternationale Gemeenschap zich met Kosovo ging bemoeien

is algemeen bekend. De ervaringen in Bosnié, waar jaren pappen
en nathouden aleen maar ellende gebracht hadden, speelden
hierbij een grote rol. De verwachling was dat, als de NAVO

haar tanden liet zien, Milosevitch snel zou inbinden. Dit bleek
onjuist, men had te weinig oog gehad voor de grote verschillen
tussen de conflicten in Bosnié en Kosovo. In Bosnié speelden

de oorlogsmoeheid van alle partijen, en de gewijzigde militaire
situatie op de grond {opmars Kroaten en moslims) een belangrijke
rol. In Kosovo lag dit anders, het conflict had bovendien veel
oudere wortels, en het (emotionele) belang voor Belgrado was
veel groter. Uiteindelijk duurde de luchtoorlog 78 dagen.

De schrijvers geven ook een goed inzicht in de moeilijkheid

een luchtoorlog met een coalitie van 16 landen te voeren,

en van de mogelijkheden en beperkingen van een luchtoorlog,
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A new arms race.

The United States of America and the Eurapean Unifon

The fall of the Berlin Wall caused great cherges. However, !
remains the same. Especially regarding the relations betwesn 1]
U.S.A. and Europe and within Europe. T e U.S AL isnt recl:

of a closer cooperation with Europe regarc ng Foreign palic

Defense. Within the E.U. France prefers its ‘ndepernidon, p.

while the U.K. follows the Americans. The Duich el &

alliances often.

Even though NATO and the E.U. do not lave ¢ newr st i sor 8
the weapons technology continues to be developed. thini. of the space
programs and the unmanned weapon systems. The e is thal these
developments determine the final strategic concepts. The defense
industry is an important economical factor and both the U.S.A.

and the E.U. recently strengthened their industries by creating new
industrial alliances, Boeing and Lockheed-Martin in the U.S.A,

and the EADS in Europe.

The Americans fear that a more united Europe with more modern
defense industries will buy its weapon spstems within Europe. So, the
arms race speeds up. Another factor that increases the development
of weapon systems is the formation of the European Intervention force
where the idea of strategic equality with the U.S.A. requires the
development of airplanes, satellites etc. The U.S.A. currently believes
advancements in the area of gathering and processing intelligence and
advanced weapon systems to act in this information is necessary.

The wish list is endless.

Equality required?

The U.S.A. doesnt need these systems to stay on top of the enemy,
but requires them to maintain the leading position in any coalition,
NATO as well as the Gulf War. Does Europe really negd to be the
equal of the U.S.A.? France preferres this, and under ils lead naturally.
Consider the civil Galileo project, a navigation system bike the
American Global Positioning System (G PS). During the Gulf War,
the U.S.A. blocked the civil use of GPS, so Europe needs its own
systern. Now it appears that Galileo should also be usable for military
purposes to make Europe less dependent on the U.S.A. France is in
favour of this while Great-Brittany and the Netherlands oppose it,
the classical pattern. The fundamental question, whether Europe
should become strategically equal to the U.S.A. has not yet been
discussed. [t has become time to choose.

Bram Stemerdink
English summary bij Tjalling Tjalkens.

Jaargang 11, nr. 29, juni 2001

Geen oplossing

Vrij snel na de terugtocht van de Serviérs en het instellen van het tijdelijke VN-bestuur
keerden meer dan een millioen vluchtelingen naar (de ruines van) hun woenplaatsen terug,
Wat dat betreft was de NAVO-operatie succeslvol geweest. Maar ongeveer tegelijkertijd werden,
min of meer onder de ogen van KFOR, 150000 Serviérs uit hun woonplaatsen verdreven,
zonder dat KFOR in staat was dit te voorkomen. De multiculturele samenleving, officigel het
doel van het NAVO-ingrijpen, is nog ver weg. Mede door gebrek aan politie-functionarissen

is een herstel van de rechtsstaat een moeilijke zaak. De westerse mogendheden hebben steeds
vastgehouden aan hun uitgangspunt dat Kosovo deel van Joegoslavié blijft, maar dat de auto-
nomie van Kosovo hersteld moet worden, en de rechten van de minderheden gerespecteerd.
Ook in Ramnbouillet was dit het uitgangspunt. Probleem hierbij is dat noch de Albanezen
noch de Serviérs hier iets in zien.

De auteurs concluderen dan ook bij dat het zeer de vraag is of Operation Allied Force
bijgedragen heeft aan een duurzame stabiliteit. Bewaken van de grenzen blijft voorlopig

een NAVO-taak. Een echte oplossing van het Kosovo-conflict is niet in zicht, en het oorlogs-
gevaar nog niet geweken.

Het boek is geschreven loen Milosevitch nog aan de macht was. M.1. zou het aantreden
van Kostunica aan de conclusies weinig veranderen. Het boek is uitgegeven door Ashgate,
kosten {40, ISBN 0-7546-1554-5.

Jan Entck.
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Nieuw boek van Lafeber.

Enkele malen vond u in ons blad een boekbespreking van een boek van dhr Lafeber.
I juli zal een nieuw boek van Lafeber verschijnen, onder de titel:
BERICHT OVER HET RIJK VAN HET KWAAD.
GESCHIEDENIS VAN DE SOVJET-UNIE.
Kan besteld worden bij de auteur (013 - §430340). In een volgend nummer hopen we een
boekbespreking te kunnen publiceren.
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'Sheriff’ Clarke ruimt puin in Brcko

Klein Amerika o

oy 2o

Door Ceesvan Zweeden
Brecko

Eris weinig dat de onnozele reizi-
ger doet vermoeden dat hijin een
ongewone stad is aangeland.
Brcko heeft een gribushotel, een
keur aan lege restaurants, en een
betonnen centrum vol rondhan-
gende werklozen.

Maar voor een stad in Bosnié heeft
Brcko weinig puin, wat opmerke-
lijkervooreenstad dieinde burger-
oorlog van 1992-'95 werd vernie-
tigd. En Breko heeft nietalleen een
laag puingehalte, het beschikt bo-
vendien overiets wat eldersin Bos-
nié ongehoord is: rechters die on-
kreukbaar zijn en scholen die kin-
deren van alle etnische groepen
welkom heten.
Erisin Brckoeen mandiezichover
deze wonderen niet langer ver-
baast,alwas hetalleen maaromdat
hij ze zelf tot stad heeft gebracht.
Op zijn visitekaartjestaat 'supervi-
sor’, maar Henry Lee Clarke weet
wel beter. ,,Ja”, grijnst hij, ,,ik sta
boven de regering.” Als hij 'rege-
ring’ zegt, bedoelt Henry Lee Clar-
ke niet de regering van Bosnig, het
land waar Breko in ligt. Hij bedoelt
de regering van Brcko zelf, een stad
aan de Sava met amper 83.000 in-
woners. .
Toen in 1995 bij het verdrag van
Daylon het verwoeste Bosnié in
twee kantons werd gehakt (een
voor de Serviérs en een voor de
mpslims en Kroaten), werd voor
Brcko een uitzondering gemaakt.
Dezestad werddoorde Serviérs ge-
claimd omdat ze de verbinding
vormde tussen de twee delen van
hun Republika Srpska, en door
moslimleider Izetbegovic omdat
hij er was geboren. Besloten werd
| inDayiondestatusvan Brckoopen
te laten tot een oplossing was ge-
vonden.
Voogdij
Maar toen vorig jaar die oplossing
zich nog niet had aangediend, be-
sloot de internationale gemeen-
schapdat Brckoeensooristadstaat
moest worden onder voogdij van
de Verenigde Naties. Brcko zou
een eigen parlementje krijgen dat
eigen wetjes mocht aannemen, en
€en eigen mini-regering. Maar bo-
venal: dezelaatste loot aan de stam

Monaco wordt bestierd door een witte prins, Vati-
caanstad heeft de paus. Maar er is op het oude conti-
nent geen plek zo bizar als Brcko in het verscheurde
Bosnié. Hier worden de lakens uitgedeeld door een
Amerikaan die in de stad als "de sheriff’ door het le-
ven gaat. Henry Lee Clarke regeert met ijzeren hand
over zijn 83.000 onderdanen.
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DE 'SHERIFF' VAN HET
STADJE BRCKO: HENRY
\_LEE CLARKE. (FoTO: GPD)
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der naties zou een Amerikaan als
baas krijgen.

Henry Lee Clarke was daarvoor,

ambassadeur geweest in Oezbekis-
tan, maar Breko was leuker. Hijin-
stalleerde zich in een groot huisdat
- jawel - wit was, en begon zich van
de scepter te bedienen. Al snel was
hij voor de stedelingen "de sheriff",
hoewel zijn stal op het wilte huis
hem 'Mr. Yes’ of 'Mr. No’ doopte.
Dat ’'misschien’ geen woord was
dat tot zijn vacabulaire behoorde,
ontdektie Brcko begin dit jaar. Ik
wilde dat Servische, Kroatischeen
moslimkinderen bij elkaar in de
klas kwamen"”, zegi Henry Lee
Clarkestreng. ,,Maardaarvoorwas
in het parlement niet de vereiste
meerderheid. Men wilde vasthou-

den aan gescheiden onderwijs
voor de drie etnische groepen. [k
heb toen het multi-etnische onder-
wijs bij decreet bevolen,”

De bezem van Clarke reikte tot in
destoffigste uithoeken van zijn im-
perium. Tot puin gereducecrde ge-
bouwen werden in oude luister
hersteld, en corruptie werd met
wortel en talk uitgeroeid. ,,We heb-
ben cen boekje met gedragsregels
gekregen dat ons verbiedt in con-
tact te treden met advocaten”, zegt
een rechter ietwat schlemielig.
We worden zelfs geachi plaatselij-
ke restaurants en cafés te mijden.”
Breko slaat met 16 rechiers be-
pazld geen modderfiguur, maar be-
langrijlker nog dan hun aantal is
hup kwaliteit. Clarke, die nu voor

p de Balkan

hen het modernsic gerechisge-
bouw van Europa laat verrijzen,
haalde de meesten van hen uit de
diaspora. Maatstaven waren een
onbesproken gedragen ecn blanco
stralregister.

De rechiers genielen cen salaris
waarhun collega'seldersin Bosnié
slechts van kunnen dromen. Hun
inkomenopvijzelen metsmeergeld
is niet langer nodig. Een rechter
kan nu 4.000 mark per maand ha-
len, twintig maal het gemiddelde
salaris in dit deel van de wereld.
Brcko biedt de indruk van een
Amerikaanse enclave in het hart
van Europa. Het straatbeeld wordt
bepaald door funmmers en pant-
servoertuigen van het Amerikaan-
sc leger, dat in de stad een grote ha-
sis heelt. En de 3.000 ambtenaren,
allen goedbetaald, worden geadvi-
seerd door een hall dozijn Ameri-
kaanse experts.

Budget

Clarke heefteen budgetvan 94 mil-
joen marl, wat ruim 1.000 mark
per inwoner is (de stad Belgrado
heeft nog geen 140 mark per inwo-
ner). Hijdoetgeheimzinnig overde
oorsprong van dat geld, wat doct
vermoeden dat het meeste uit Was-
hington afkomstig is. Waarom?
Eenvan despeculaliesisdat Brcko
belangrijk is voor de VS, omdat de
weg tussen de grote Amerikaanse
bases in het Hongaarse Péc en het
Bosnische Tuzla er doorheen
loopt.

Maar zo zou de sherill het zelf niel
willenstellen.,,Wezijn hieromvre-
de een kans te geven, om een nicu-
we slag tevoorkomen”, zegt hij zal-
vend. ,,Sommige mensen noemen
Brcko een laboratofium voor vre-
de, maar ik zou het ecrder als een
model willen omschrijven.”

Dat het model zijn beperkingen
kent, ervoer sheriff Clarke vorig
jaar, Serviérs hadden uit cen dorp
bij Vulcovar een beeld gestolen van
Dragan Mihailovic (leider der
royalistentijdensdelaatste wereld-
oorlog), en dat in het centrum van
Breko geplaatst. De moslims von-
den dat Mihailovic nietin hun stad
thuishoorde. Maar toen Clarke
niets ondernam, kwamen zij zelf in

actie. Zoals cen sheriff zou hebben

betaamd, gooiden zij een lasso om

het hoofd van Mihailovic en trok-

lken hem van zijn sokkel.




DE CULTURELE INFANTILISERING DOOR DUBRAVKA UGRESIC

Als je maar lol hebt
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B Ower het televisieprogramma waarin
Dubravka Ugresic in goed gezelschap een
paar uur zat te zwijgen, waren veel mensen
enthousiast: 20’n intellectucel stimulerend
programma hadden ze lang niet gezien!
Hoe kwam het dat twintig slimme, creatieve
mensen het aflegden tegen het medium
televisie? ‘Een intellectueel moet tegen-
woordig cool, hip en mega zin, zich
presenteren als een gematigd radicale,
gematigd subversieve entertainer.’

De ‘buis’ is een metafoor!

ce Enige tijd geleden zat ik als lid van cen select, intellec-

tueel gezelschap voor de televisiecamera’s. Twintig in-

O tellectuelen met verschillende beroepen —wetenschap-

=

36

pers, cultuurhistorici, schilders, schrijvers, filosofen,
hoogleraren en freelance denkers — waren uitgenodigd
om te praten over het onderwerp schoonheid. De lei-
der van het programma was al even atypisch als het
programma zelf. Er was voor het gesprek zo'n vijf uur
uitgetrokken, maar als er gasten waren die nog langer
wilden, kon dat ook. Enkele gasten waren gewend voor
een televisiecamera op te treden en leken zich als een
vis in het water te voelen, anderen waren wat gereser-
veerder, maar niemand was, waar het om contacten
met de media gaat, geheel ‘maagdelijk’.
Ik vroeg me met enig onbehagen af of ik misschien per
abuis in dit gezelschap terecht was gekomen. Al spoe-
dig bleek dat het inderdaad zo was. .
Tijdens dat hele, vijf uur durende gesprek, zel ik geen
woord. Daar zat ik, tussen mensen in wier gezelschap
ik hoogstens had kunnen dromen ooit te mogen verke-
ren, maar ik deed geen mond open. Ik vermocht geen
troost te putten uit het feit dat er nog een andere deel-
nemer was die er zwijgend en als verstard bij zat, ler'ﬁ:"l]'l
een paar anderen slechts met pijn en moeite enkele zin-
nen wisten uit te brengen. B
War gebeurde er? De gespreksleider stelde bijna geen
vragen aan iemand afzonderlijk, alle vragen waren ge-
richt aan ons allemaal, en het terrein werd ogenblikke-
lijk door de meest spontane sprekers in bezit genomen.
Een schrijfster begon aan een lange moneloog over de
depressies waaraan ze leed, hoewel her onderwerp van
de discussie, dacht ik althans, alleen maar heel indirect
met depressiviteit te maken had. Een bekende schrijver
gaf uiting aan zijn persoonlijke, diepe bezorgdheid over
de gebeurtenissen die zich van Oegand.a tot in Bosnié
afspeelden. Een beroemde zodloge viel hem byj en
sprak haar bezorgdheid uit over het lot van de met uit-
sterven bedreigde gorilla’s. Een b::kendc;, [emlmstisc_[t
georiénteerde humaniste vertelde over zlchzeltf, terwijl
ze de hele tijd de indruk maakee dat ze het over iets heel
anders had. _
Jemand probeerde iets uit te leggen en gebruikte daar-
voor als metafoor het voetbal, waarna ecn paar anderen
sich in een klassestrijd stortten om voor deze sport op
te komen, want ze meenden dat hier het vermaak van
de grote massa ter discussie werd gesteld. Een bekende
schrijfster begon te vertellen waarom ze toch zo werd
geroerd door kinderen met aandachtsstoornissen en
dater, zo bleck uit de statistieken, steeds meer van zul-
ke kinderen waren. Sommigen vatten dat op als een
aanval op hetinternet en begonnen een verhitte discus-
sie over het leven in cyberspace. De bekende humanis-
te — die inmiddels een spiegeltje uit haar tasje had ge-
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‘INTELLECTUEEL ZLN
BETEKENT TEGENWOORDIG
VOORAL DAT JE BEREID BENT

JE ARN TE PASSEN

AAN DE WETTEN

VAN DE MARKT’

pakt om haar rode lippen bij te werken — herhaalde iets
aver recht en moraal, De beroemde zoéloge — die uit
haar tas een pluchen aap met in zijn hand een pluchen
banaan te voorschijn had gehaald en vlak voor zich
neergezet - uitte nogmaals haar bezorgdheid over het
mondiale milieu. Drie personen sprongen daar meteen
op in door te bekennen dat ze in God geloofden, hoe-
wel dat voor ieder van hen een andere god was.

Niemand is immuun
Al met al bevonden we ons in een niet erg natuurlijke
situatic en ieder van ons reageerde zo goed als hij kon.
Sommigen begonnen uit onbehagen te spreken, ande-
ren hielden uit onbehagen hun mond. Sommigen spra-
ken vanuit een gevoel voor fatsoen, want dat was toch
waarvoor ze hier waren uitgenodigd? Wie bleef zwij-
gen, had blijkbaar weinig te vertellen. Zo had ook mijn
commentaar op deze hele episode kunnen luiden, en
dan was voor mij de kous af geweest. Maar daar koos ik
niet voor, ook al was die hele toestand een slag voor
mijn ego en blijkt de teleurstelling achteraf zelfs nog
dieper te zitten dan ik op dat moment dacht.
Een groep intellectuelen die de volledige vrijheid bezat
om een intellectueel discours te voeren, had de kans
f'corbii laten gaan om dat inderdaad te doen. Ze waren
in de gelegenheid gesteld om tijdelijk de heerschappij
over een medium uit te oefenen, maar het medium te-
levisie heerste over hen.
Binnen de groep zelf werden de machtsverhoudingen
onmiddellijk vastgelegd: de fast thinkers— de snelle den-
kers (een term van Pierre Bourdieu) spraken, en wie
wal rrager van geest was, kwam niet verder dan daartoe
aanstalten te maken, Na hun gebied te hebben afgeba-
kend, praatten de fasr thinkers verder alleen nog over
triviale onderwerpen, maar wel met een retoriek alsof
¢ het allemaal zelf hadden vitgevonden. Wie zich niet
aan de opgelegde toonzetting en onderwerpen kon of
wilde houden, had geen andere keus dan er zwijgend
bij te zitten.
70 had een bekende schrijver, die wist dat ik uit het
voormalige Joegoslavié kom, best zo genereus kunnen
zijn om mij de kans te geven een bijdrage aan het geheel
te leveren en te zeggen wat men van mij meestal horen
wil: een paar woorden over de oorlog in het vroegere
Joegoslavié. Het verlangen om de dingen zelf te presen-
teren, bleek echrer te sterk.

Hoe wordt een intellectueel een ster?
Een van de leden van onze intellectucle ploeg maakte
na het eerste deel van onze discussie een grafiek. Het
bleek dat hij niet alleen een vrij exacte lijst van !:_a;z thin-
kers had opgesteld, wat in wezen niet zo moeilijk was,
maar ook per persoon had voorspeld hoe vaak die zou
reageren; ook meende hij enkele subgroepen te kunnen
aanwijzen die tijdens de discussie onder de fast thinkers
waren ontstaan en echt, dan wel gespeeld met elkaar in
e clinch gingen.
E)ok ik dog(:-:ige mijn tijd met wat rekenwe rk (wat heeft
een incompatibel lid van een groep anders te doen dan
enige voldoening te zoeken in het arrogant analyseren
van degenen die wel compatibel zijn!). Het bleek da‘t de
fast thinkers in ons gezelschap behoorden tot de ‘be- .
kende persoonlijkheden’ — de sterren van de media.
Deze ‘sterren’ gedroegen zich agressief, maar op het
scherm kwamen ze over als integere mensen die zich
oprecht interesseerden voOr het onderwerp dataan de
orde was, ze toonden aan OVer ruime sociale vaardighe-
den te beschikken en leken zich in het algemeen bewust
van hun eigen, positieve image. Wat me het meest be-
zighield, was de vraag of de eigenschappen die een wel-
denkend persoon tot gen ‘ster’ maken, waren te voor-
spellen.
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deel lang gevochten. Ik ben er zeker van
dat het grote deel van me Holden Caul-
field is. Dar kleine deel moert de duivel
zijn.” Dat was het: “Voor een paar secon-
den won het kleine deel van me." (Maar
of die duivel hem verschenen was in de
gestalte van een snnd conrroller van de
FBI is onbekend gebleven - Chapman
heeft altijd gezegd dat hijalleen heeft ge-
handeld en echt onderzoek is nooit ge-
daan.)

ark Chapman kreeg twintig jaar -
hoewel de advocaat van Yoko Ono
ervoor pleitte hem een veel langere ge-
vangenisstraf te geven. In de cel sprak
Chapman vaak met Jack Jones, een New
Yorkse schrijver, dic dan ook her boek
Let Me Take You Down. Inside the Mind
of Mark David Chapman schreef, En in
alle artikelen over Chapman en in dar
boek staat met nadruk dat Chapmans
familie geen enkel contact met de schrij-
ver heeft gezocht. Want alles kan meege-
wogen worden als binnenkort beslaten
moet worden of Chapman - evenrueel
op proef - vrijkomt. Maar ja, in een in-
terview met The New York Express (26-9-
2000) zei Lennons moordenaar toch
frank en vrij vanuit zijn cel “dat hij vaak
droomde van het Dakota Building, aan
het Central Park,” In die vaak herhaalde
droom ‘wordr hij door Yoko Ono vrien-
delijk als huisgenoort onthaald’,
Het treurige is natuurlijk al geschied: er
is een vaste verslaggever, de al genoem-
de Jones, die ‘rechten’ op Chapham
heeft. Er komt een al maanden geleden
opgenomen Lelevisie-interview, Aan de
poort van de gevangenis zal het bij de
vrijlating zwart staan van journalisten
mer cassetterecorders en notitieblokjes,
Chapman heeft al gezegd: ‘Ik zie John
Lennon nu anders dan een Beatle, of als
een beroemde musicus of zanger. Ik zie
hem nu als een mens, een vader. Het is

verschrikkelijk dat hij dood js (Als ik
zo'n tekst lees, denk ik dat de map die
het zegt weer een tijdje in de hak Zou
moeten zitten.)

Chapman zegt ook nu weer war hij 4]
vanuit zijn cel liet weren: dat zijn woede
kwam doordat hij zijn vader zo haarte,
Die had hij eigenlijk willen doodmaken.
Letterlijk werd uit ziin mond opgete-
kend: ‘Mijn vader praatte nooit over het
leven of over Iew{nspmb]emcn. Hij was
uiterst pl'i—]leSCh. Omdar Chapman wél
voelde dat zijn moeder
hem liefhad, voelde hij
dus ook aan dat zijn va-
der dat mét deed. ‘Ik
wilde een pistool tegen
zijn kop drukken, hem
horen smeken. Hem
van de aarde blazen. Ik
was echt kwaad, omdar
hij geen geld voor mijn
moeder had, van haar
ging scheiden, en het huis wilde verko-
pen en zelf het geld houden.” Het kwam
er niet van en Mark Chapman verzoen-
de zich later met zijn vader, vlak voor
diens dood.

Waarom doodde hij Lennon? ‘Omdat de
stemmen in mijn hoofd mij dat opdroe-
gen.' Her waren satanische stemmen,
die riepen: ‘Doit. Doit. Doit.’

Op 8 december 1980 stond Chapman
tussen de fans bij de ingang van het Dak-
ota Building. Hij had ecn stuk karton in
de zak van zijn lange overjas, zodat nie-
mand kon zien dat er 60k een pistool in
zat. Hi) had de platenhoes van Daubie

g Fantasy in zijn hand - om duidelijk te

maken waarom hij er stond. 's Och-
tends, toen Lennon naar de auto liep die
hem kwam ophalen, vroeg hij: ‘John,
would you sign my album?’ De oude
Beatle zei: ‘Sure’, en gaf de hoes terug,
met de vraag: ‘Is that all you want?’
Chapman loog (hij antwoordde: ‘Yeah,
thanks John'), maar gaf later toe: ‘Ik
wou zijn handrekening niet, ik wou zijn
leven. Hij gafl ze allebei.”

(De gesigneerde hoes werd vlak na de
moord gevonden door een Lennon-fan
cn aan de poliue gegeven. Vorig jaar
werd hij geveild — met de witgemaakte
vingerafdrukken van Chpaman er nog
op. De verzamelaar die hem kocht - ‘the
most important piece of rock-memora-
bilia ever’ - betaalde er 460.000 dollar
voor.,)

Zes uur na die handtekening gaf Lennon
zijn leven. Yoko stapte eerst uit de auto,
daarna volgde Lennon met in zijn hand
cassertetapes. Toen spraken de satani-
sche stemmen tot Chapman: ‘Do it. Do
it. Do it.” Dat is het refrein dat in de in-
terviews — Chapman heeft een wachtlijst
- de boventoon voert. ‘Niets had me op
datmomcgt kunnen stoppen: het daver-
de door mijn hnpfd als een trein, een op
hol geslagen trein. Niets had me op dat
moment kunnen stoppen. Geen gebed
ook mijn eigen wil - zelfs de duive] nier_:
Het refrein zal nog veel herhaald wor-
den. Deze week wordr het interview ujt-
gezonden dat al in juli van dit jaar werd
opgenomen. Daaruir za) blijken dar
Chap_ma:l een voorbeeldige gevangene
was (in zijn cel een foto van zijn gestor..
ven grootmoeder; afbeeldingen van Je-
zus; veel boeken, waaronder cen aang]
f)ubels,}. De psychiatrische behandeling
isal twaalf, dertien jaar geleden gestopr
Op de vraag hoe hij dnders - dus zonger
moord - zijn identiteit had willen Zoe-
ken, antwoordt hij, naar verluidr: ‘Tk zoy
een alcoholist geworden zijn.’ Op vragen
van verslaggevers of de moordenaar vap

Lennon iets te zeggen heeft tegen Yoko
Ono, of tegen de zoons van John Len-
non, Sean en Julian: ‘Wat ik deed, was
schandelijk. Ik heb het recht niet om wie
dan ook te zeggen wat ze moeten den-
ken.” Her zal Chapman ook niet verba-
zen als Lennons nabestaanden willen
dat hij in de gevangenis blijft. Zeer bin-
nenkort zal Ono gehoord worden door
de instantie die beslist of en wanneer
Chapman in vrijheid wordt gesteld: de
New York Parcle Board. (Toen in 1988
de sensationele biografie van Goldman

De politie onderzocht niks,
Chapman had bekend,

er was geen Proces van de eeuw

verscheen, met alle onthullingen over
Lennons drugsgebruik, vertrok Yoko
Ono met haar kinderen naar Zwitser-
land. Uit angst voor een nicuwe aanslag,
Uil angst voor ‘weer ecn man met een
boek’. Toen in december vorig jaar een
man George Harrison met een mes aan-
viel, werd door iedereen - ook Ono - een
vergelijking gemaakt met de aanslag op
Lennon.)

Mark David Chapman zal, zo 1s de be-
docling, op dinsdag 3 oktober, als dit
weekblad naar de drukker paat voor het
eerst door de Parole Board worden ge-
hoord. Het wordt onwaarschijnhijk ge-
achr dat hij dan meteen vrijkomt. Maar

i,

begin volgend jaar - a
erop zitten ~ zal hij, berouw
lijkt, vrij man zijn. En een held.

sordat John Lennon werd doodge?
VSchmcn, waren er in 1980 al zeven-
honderd-New Yorkers vermoord. Maar
bij hem, nummer 701, was er gecn spra-
ke van moord. Het doden van Lennon
was een assassination — €en (politieke)
moord op cen leidersfiguur. Met alle na-
tionale emoties van dien. Iedcrf:len weet
nog wie Kennedy neerschoot, wie Abra-
ham Lincoln in het the-

ater doodde. Die
moorcdenaars — Lee
Harvey Oswald en

John Wilkes Booth -
ziln ook direct weer
vermoord. Bij elk debat
over vuurwapens wordt
de naam genoemd van
John Hinkley, de man
die de aanslag op presi-
dent Ronald Reagan pleegde. Mark Da-
vid Chapman zal voorgoed een doelwit
zijn, en nooit weten wanneer John Len-
non gewroken zal worden. De vorige
maand waren er al zes berichten, uit En-
geland, Schotland en Amerika, van nog
steeds bestaande Lennon-fanclubs dat
het ontoelaatbaar is dar deze halve gek
ooit vrij zal zijn.

Op 9 oktober wordt John Lennon zestg.
Maar de naam die die dag het luidst zal
klinken, is die van Mark Chapman.
Strawberry Fields Forever. L/
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moeder van alle wijsheid
75 zijn intellectuelen die zich aan de regels
media houden. De snelle denkers in onze tv-ujt-
ding wisten het hele programma volkomen naar
hun hand te zetten, ook al druiste dat misschien in te-
gen datgene wat de makers van het programma hadden
bedoeld. s
Wie de fundamentele regels van de televisie als het
meest democratische medium aanvaardt, moet bereid
zijn om met een gespeelde dan wel echte vanzelfspre-
kendheid over van alles en nog wat een simpele uit-
spraak te doen, met andere woorden: banaliteiten te
produceren. Het produceren van banaliteiten kan men
zien als een vorm van vriendelijkheid jegens de imagi-
naire gemiddelde televisiekijker, maar ook als een blijk
van arrogantie (die gemiddelde kijker is een domoor),
Het produceren van banaliteiten gebeurt vanuit de ver-
onderstelling dat de kijkers het heerlijk vinden als ver-
standige mensen op de televisie dingen zeggen die ze
zelf ook hadden kunnen zeggen, dus als ze op geen en-
kele wijze het zelfrespect van de imaginaire gemiddeldse
consument kwetsen.
Als de taal van het banale zich de taal van het intelle:-
tuele toeéigent met het doel zichzelf op de markt een
zekere legitimiteit te verschaffen, dan komr dat ook
doordat de intellectuelen zelf niet erg hun best doen
om hun terrein af te bakenen. Meer nog: beide zijden
komen elkaar tegemoet. Terwijl de marks regelmatig
probeert aan het banale een intellectucel cuchet ic ge-
ven, wordt het intellectuele door de intellectuelen dik-
wijls tot iets banaals gemaakt. Waarom doen ze dap
Omdat ze niet willen dat niemand hen ervan zal be-
schuldigen dat ze belangrijk doen en een taal spreken
die niemand begrijpt> Om de imaginaire, semiddelde
consument ter wille te zijn? Of gewoon omdat de media
het denken bepalen?
Al'met al hebben de intellectuelen tijdens dat hele tele-
visieprogramma nergens over nagedacht, ze voerden
een show op waarin ze deden alsof ze nadachten, een
show waarin ze enkel hun vermogen toonden om er-
gens over na te denken. Bovendien gingen ze de ‘cultu-
rele clichés van de massamaatschappij’ niet uit de weg,
integendeel, ze leken die te willen bevestigen (mert hun
gepraat over depressies, milieuvervuiling, morele ver-
antwoordelijkheid, enzovoort). En zo voerden de intel-
lectuelen bewust of onbewust een stuk intellectuele
kitsch op, waarvoor ze misschien als rechtvaardiging
konden aanvoeren dat het absurd is om op de televisie
een taal te spreken die niemand behalve enkele uitver-
korenen kan verstaan - of niet soms?
Infantilisatie of simplificatie is tegenwoordig in ieder
openbaar discours een soort ongeschreven wet, de lin-
gua franca van het openbare denken. Een korte, sa-
menvattende beschouwing (wat niet meer is dan een
netter woord voor Traisch, zinloos geklets!) over een fi-
losofisch inzicht in plaats van dat inzicht zelf, het imite-
ren van literatuur in plaats van de literatuur zelf, het ge-
praat over cultuur in plaats van de cultuur zelf, het zijn
manifestaties van de intellectuele kitsch die tegenwoor-
dig in alle aspecten van het openbare leven is terug te
vinden.
Wat we nu waarnemen, is de steeds succesvollere in-
fantilisatie van een cultureel segment dat twintig jaar
geleden gold als de ‘hoge cultuur’, de Cultuur met een
C. Je ziet daarvan de meest uiteenlopende voorbeel-
den, van de Icon Books met hun serie For Begmnners
(Freud for Beginners, Fascism for Beginners), via Jostein
Gaarders megabestseller Sophie’s World tot Alain de
Bottons nieuwste bestseller The Consolations of Philoso-
phy. De laatste titel is een bewijs te meer dat zinloos ge-
praat over filosofie beter verkoopt dan een echt filoso-
fisch werk. Afgaande op de bestsellerlijsten zou men
kunnen zeggen dat ‘niet-authentieke’ boeken beter ver-
kopen dan ‘authentieke’.
Wat dat betreft waren wij, zoals we daar voor de televi-
siecamera’s zaten, zowel manipulatoren als gemanipu-
leerden, we waren overwinnaars en verliezers, authen-
tiek en niet-authentick, de verantwoordelijken voor de
recente verandering in waarden en de slachtoffers daar-
van. We hadden iets van al die moeders die ineens heel
anders gaan praten als ze het tegen hun kind hebben en
de taal van de volwassenen dreigen te verleren als ze
dat te lang blijven doen. Wat misschien niet eens zo erg
is, want niemand lijkt zich meer te herinneren hoe de
taal van dc volwassenen eigenlijk zou moeten klinken:
toen het televisieprogramma (waarin ik dus een paar
uur lang had zitten zwijgen) werd uitgezonden, bleven

UWELIJKE HOOGLERAAR
LETTE FOTO'S
OP HAAR WEBSITE

WAAROP ZE HAAR STUDENTEN
MET TAROT DE TOEKOMST

VOORSPELDE’

: 20T C erend programma had-
den ze al in geen tijden meer gezien! .

Hip & hipness

In het Amerikaanse academische tijdschrift Lingua
Franea van november 1998 verscheen een vrolijke re-
portage, getiteld ‘Advertisments for Myself’, die ging
over de interessante websites van enkele Amerikaanse
hoogleraren. Het was d uidelijk dar sommige profes-
soren hun strijd om de gunst van de studenten voerden
OP ten wijze waaruit bleek - om het ouderwets te for-
muleren - dat goede smaak niet hun sterkste kant was,
Op hun sites waren namelijk foto’s te zien van de hoog-
leraren zelf (soms in zwembroek of badpak), en jevond
er details it hun privéleven, korte bekentenissen over
hun seksuele, religieuze of culinaire voorkeuren en
meer van dat soort belangwekkende zaken. Inee ns viel
mijn oog op de beschrijving van de website van een
vrouwelijke hoogleraar die ik persoonlijk ken. Ze had
hem opgesierd met foro’s waarop te zien was hoe ze de
vermoeide slapen van haar studenten masseerde en
hun met behulp van de tarot de tockomst voorspelde.
Die twee dingen rekende ze tot haar favoriete sociale
activiteiten,
Intellectuec! zijn betekent tegenwoordig vooral dat je
bereid bent je te conformeren en aan te passen aan de
hypothetische werten van de markr. Tegen deze wetten
worden ook de academische intellectuelen niet be-
schermd, zeker niet in Amerika. Ze kunnen gemakke-
lijk hun baan kwijtraken of juist, aangelokt door een
exorbitant jaarsalaris, overstappen naar een ander uni-
versitair team, zoals een voetballer overstapt naar een
andere club. Het moderne image van de intellectueel
komt niet meer overeen met het ouderwetse beeld van
de eenling die opkomt voor freedon of thought. De intel-
lecrueel van nu is een sociaal dier dat zich aanpast aan
de politieke, culturele en intellectuele richtingen van
de mainstream en vooral vertegenwoordigt wat ieder
fatsoenlijk en weldenkend mens wordrt geacht te verte-
genwoordigen,
Van de tegenwoordige intellectueel wordt verwacht dat
hij cool, hip en mega is, wat er in de intellectuele prak-
tijk op neerkomt dat hij frequent verwijst naar de (mas-
sa)eultuur van de mainstream, dat hij zich opstelt als
gematigd radicaal (dat hij een show van onecht radica-
lisme opvoert), als gematigd subversief (dat hij een zo-
genaamd subversieve show opvoert) en dat hij zich pre-
senteert als een intellectuele entertainer.
De colleges aan de universiteiten zijn tegenwoordig een
SOOIT montage van attracties, precies zoals de boeken
steeds meer tot prentenboeken dreigen te verworden.
De professoren maken ruimschoots gebruik van de vi-
deorecorder, de projector, de computer en allerhande
audiovisueel materiaal, opdat een ‘saai’ college iets
krijgt van een televisie-uitzending, of vrij vertaald:
amusement. Het al eerder genoemde The Consolations
of Philosophy doet in opzet denken aan de colleges van
een hoogleraar die met zijn tijd mee wenst te gaan. De
visuele citaten uit de geschiedenis van de filosofie, ge-
combineerd met visucle citaten uit de moderne massa-
cultuur en elementen uit de educatieve vormgeving
van de populaire tijdschriften (zoals de vele vraagte-
kens), zijn een ideaal, intellectueel product en tegelijk
ecn metafoor van deze tijd.

Are We Having Fun Yet? ‘
‘Readers Wonder, Are We Having Fun Yer?’ luidt de ti-
tel van een artikel dat enige jaren geleden in Time ver-
scheen. In dat artikel wordt beweerd dat de moderne
Duitse literatuur saai zou zijn, want de Duitsers ver-
slinden alles wat Amerika aan literatuur voortbrengt
omdat ze dat niet saai zouden vinden. ‘De Duitse na-
oorlogse literatuur lijdt onder een soort verbod op ple-
zier en vermaak, veel onderwerpen zijn taboe en de
grondstemming is uiterst melancholisch,’ schrijft Die-
trich Schwanitz, een veelgelezen Duitse auteur die als
hoogleraar Engelse letterkunde aan de universiteit van
Hamburg is verbonden. En hij vervolgt: ‘ledereen in
Duitsland wil schrijven als Franz Kafka of Samuel Bec-
kett.” Stefan Bauer, redacteur van het tijdschrift Gong,
zegt dat de schrijvers die tegenwoordig in Duitsland als
kunstenaars worden erkend, een ‘onbegrijpelijk soort
highbrow-fictie schrijven’. h op
Intellectueel zijn betekent vandaag vooral dat je niet
saai mag overkomen. De beide hierboven geciteerde
Duitsers bedienen zich in hun beschuldiging aan het
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adres van de moderne Duitse literatuur van een typisch
vocabulaire: het gaat over ‘highbrow’, ‘onbegrijpelijk’,
‘melancholisch’ en ‘geen plezier en vermaak’. OOk__de
constatering dat bepaalde onderwerpen taboe zijn,
mag als typerend worden beschouwd. Want de massa-
cultuur - ongeacht of het gaat over spijkerbroeken,
MTYV, Coca-Cola, een film, een spotje of een boek -
maakt om zichzelf te promoten altijd _gebnuk van de-
zelfde mythe: ze verbreekt taboes, z€ 15 onconventio-
neel, [ris, avantgardistisch, subversief, brutaal en nooit,
maar dan ook nooit saai. Wat natuurlijk niet helemaal
waar is. "
Het enige punt in het voordeel van die twee schrijvers
die met enkele algemene uitspraken (zo algemeen dat
je er als lezer onpasselijk van zou worden) de Duitse li-
teratuur ervan beschuldigen zo saai te 7ijn, is dat ze be-
horen tot de jongeren’. Wie jong is, is gegarandeerd
‘subversief’, ‘authentiek’, ‘onconventioneel’ en gericht
op ‘plezier’. Inde praktijk ontleent een jongere aan zZijn
jeugd de meest zekere garantie dat hij met zijn hele re-
clamepakket zal worden gelanceerd naar een pretuge,
opwindende en goed beraalde loopbaan in de cultuur
van de mainstrearm.

Fun-loving culture
De broederschap op deze wereld zal via de kitsch tot
stand komen, schreef Milan Kundera ooit. Waarschijn-
lijk al heel lang geleden, want ook die broederschap s
allang een realiteit. Er bestaat geen groot verschil tus-
sen een visverkoopster in de Lissabonse wijk Alfama cn
cen barmeisje in een klein barretje ergens op een bo-
venverdieping in het Petersburgse hotel Okyabrskaja.
Ze kijken naar dezelfde Amerikaanse en Mexicaanse
soap series. Alleen het woord *kitsch’, in de jaren zestig
voorwerp van intellectuele belangstelling, is in onbruik
geraakt. In plaats daarvan 7ijn er woorden in omloap
gekomen als “industrie’ (film-, uitgeversindustrie),
‘entertainment’ en verder nog ‘plezier’ (pleasure) en
‘vermaak’ (fun).
Twee jaar geleden gaf ik college aan de universiteit van
Chapel Hill, North Carolina. Mijn studenten wisten
niet wat het woord kitsch betekende. Onlangs, tijdens
een college in Tiibingen, vroeg een studente me wat er
bedoeld werd met ‘hoge literatuur’ en ‘triviale litera-
ruur’, twee termen die ik gebruikt had met daarbij mijn
verontschuldigingen omdat ze wat ouderwets waren.
Fun-toving ewliwre, dat was de definitie die Neil Post-
man vijftien jaar geleden van de Amerikaanse cultuur
gaf. Inmiddels heeft deze fun-loving culture de hele we-
reld veroverd. De Amerikaanse socioloog Todd Gitlin
beweert dat de Amerikaanse populaire cultuur de laat-
ste is “in een lange rij van pretendenten die ons een we-
reldomvattende eenwording wilden bieden. Ze is de
opvolger van het Latijn dat ons door het Romeinse Rijk
en de rooms-katholieke kerk werd opgelegd, en van het
marxisme-leninisme dat de communistische regerin-
gen ons wilden opleggen.’
Terwijl ik dit schrijf, kijken miljoenen mensen in
tweeénvijftig landen naar de teenagerserie Buffie, the
Vampire Slayer, dansen jonge Vietnamezen op Ameri-
kaanse muziek in de restaurants van de keten Apoca-
lypse Now, de Iraniérs zijn helemaal weg van Tiranic,
van Zuid-Amerika tot China kijkt men naar Baywarch,
Ophra Winfrey heeft over de hele wereld een trouwe en
hechte aanhang van vrouwelijke kijkers en Jerry Sprin-
ger is een soort icoon geworden van de algehele ‘sprin-
gerisatie’ in het openbare leven: de politiek, de cultuur,
de jou maiisti;k, de televisie, enzovoort,
i‘:l;%“ﬁn';ar:;?:ﬁm E}‘-T]gegs ni:fr. Niemand behal-
buitengesloten Niem(;:di?,vfi:] t:t)?:l ersChap oo
- Nien e Taliban gerekend
worden. Want zij zijn fundamentalisten, ja toch? De
angst voor buitensluiting vormt het fundament v ori
dere vorm van fascisme. Het is dez o
. ¢ angst voor buiten-

" sluiting waarvan ook onze gouden eeuw van het consu-
mentendom profiteert.

Een andere metafoor: de trein

In juni en juli 2000 maakte ik een reis in een metafori-
sche trein. In die trein zaten zo’n honderd, meest jon-
gere schrijvers, uit drieénveertig landen van het ‘uitge-
breide’ Europa. We reisden in anderhalve maand van
Zuid- naar Noord-Europa. Honderd schrijvers is niet
veel, maar toch wel zoiets als een specimen van dat deel
van de menselijke bevolking dat zich bezighoudt met
een activiteit di.e men literatuur noemt. We reisden
door de meest uiteenlopende gebieden, waarvan som-
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mige als ‘pmb]ematisch’ gnldcn. Twintig Iﬂmh?l::rbd:r:
zouden die honderd schrijvers geen moment he :
geaarzeld om met elkaar cen of anderf:' pcm_le,‘:egv;;
ring of protestbrief op € stellen. In onze trein Wa b
dergelijke activiteiten geen sprake. Het moet geZeed
aan het einde van de reis kwamen de schrijvers met een
wat lauwe, gezamenlijke verklaring, maar dic had IE
maken met de praktische kanten van het schrijversva
(zoals de eis dat de EU meer geld zou un:[rckken_vocr
het maken van vertalingen uit de ene kleine taal in de
andere). De schrijvers leken meer dan tevreden met
hun niche in het culturele milieu, met de plaats die z¢
innamen in hun landen, hun naties, de Europese Ge-
meenschap, Europa of de literaruur. .Wﬁ kwamen door
twaalf landen, in de trein zaten schrijvers uit Rusland
en Wit-Rusland, uit het Griekse en Turkse deel van
Cyprus, uit Servié, Kroatié en Litouwen... Weinigen
van hen leken belangstelling te hebben voor politiek,
voor bespiegelingen over Europa of voor het doen van
onderzoek naar het begrip literatuur zelf. Waar de
schrijvers wel warm voor liepen, waren onderwerpen
als ‘Tobby’, ‘network’ en ‘cultural management’.
Eco’s aloude verdeling van intellectuelen in ‘apocalyp-
tici’ en ‘geintegreerden’ lijkt thans achterhaald, De
meesten zijn geintegreerd. De apocalyptici en melan-
cholici, de aanbidders van ‘hoe het ooit was’ en de
voorvechters van al wat elitair is, zijn vrijwel geheel van
het culturele toneel verdwenen.
“Wat Orwell vreesde, waren de mensen die boeken
wensten te verbieden. Wat Huxley vreesde, was dat er
op een zekere dag geen reden meer zou zijn om een
boek te verbieden, omdat er niemand meer was dic
iiberhaupt een boek zou willen lezen. Orwell vreesde
degenen dic ons van informatie verstoken wilden hou-
den. Huxley vreesde degenen die ons daarmee wilden
overladen, zodat we zouden vervallen tot een gezapige
zelfingenomenheid, Orwell vreesde dat de waarheid
voor ons verborgen zou worden gehouden. Huxley
vreesde dat de waarheid ten onder zou gaan in een zee
van irrclevante bijzaken. Orwell vreesde dat we een cul-
tuur in gevangenschap zouden worden. Huxley vrees-
de dat we een triviale cultuur zouden worden, slechts
geinteresseerd in cen equivalent van primaire lustge-
voelens en onzinnigheden die tot een rotale desintegra-
tie zouden leiden. {...) Kortom, Orwell vreesde dat
datgene wat wij haatten, ons Zou vernietigen. Huxley
vreesde dat datgene war wij liefhadden, ons zou vernie-
tigen,” schreefl de apocalypticus Neil Postman vijftien
jaar geleden, waarbij het zich liet ontvallen dat Huxley
naar zijn mening weleens gelijk zou kunnen hebben.
Wat mezelf betreft, ik voel me nog steeds geen geinte-
greerde en ook geen apocalyptica. 1k behoor tot de ‘ge-
apogreerden’ en heb besloten daarin te berusten. Net
als Kundera denk ik dat men niet hoort te spreken over
zaken die overal om ons heen aanwezig zijn. Ik heb dus
hesloten alle zinloze dingen te laten rusten en me aan te
sluiten bij de broederschap waartoe ik misschien, zon-
der het zelf te weten, altijd al heb behoord. Maar het
moet gezegd: ik heb geen enkel alternatief. Daarom
houd ik nauwlettend de cultuurtrends en bestsellerlijs-
ten in de gaten, ik kijk televisie, ik verbreed iedere dag
mijn horizon van culturele referenties, ik heb zelfs een
boek met citaten gekocht (omdat ik het nuttig vond een
paar passende citaten op mijn repertoire te hebben) en
ik wacht op het moment dat ik voor éen televisie-uit-
zending word gevraagd.
[k oefen om niet te luisteren naar wat anderen me wil-
len vertellen als ze aan het woord zijn. Ik zal mijn best
doen om ze zo snel mogelijk in de rede te vallen. Deze
gehoorzame integratie in de wereldbroederschap ver-
vult me van een metafysische vreugde. Ik wacht op het
moment dat ik de stem van de massamedia hoor die
aan mij vraagt: ‘Are we having fun now?' Ik wacht op
het moment dat ik eindelijk zal kunnen zeggen. “Yes,
we are...’ L1

Vertaling Roel Schuyt

Ditis een fragment it ‘Verboden te lezen' van Dubravka
IJ_gresic, dat januari 2001 zal verschijnen.

Uitgeverij De Geus, 176 pagina’s, £34,90

De ty-serie ‘Van de schoonheid en de troost’ op video:
$400,— voor tien banden, £45,— per band, gironummer
92 860 t.n.v. VPRO Publieksservice, Hilversum.

Band 10: The Grand Final; Band 5: Gould, Ugresic, Schama
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M'&J.:kﬂ Sajic zat net vier dagen in
¢ dlr.enst toen de oorlog uitbrak,
Hij wist nog niet hoe je met een ge-
WeeT moet.omgaan of hoe je een
uniform hoort te dragen. Maar over
het bouwen van een joint hoefde je
hem niks te vertellen. Hij was inge-
deeld bij de militaire politie. Stoned
als altijd stond hij op de avond van
24 maart 1999 in de rij voor de mili-
taire keuken in een klein dorpje bij
Leskovac langs de grens met Koso-
vo. Daar had de opleidingseenheid

de tenten opgeslagen. Bij het doffe

gedreun van de eerste ontploffin-
gen, ergens achter de bergen, dacht
hij eerst aan een oefening, Uit de
plotselinge paniek kon hij opmaken
dat het menens was. ,.Ik keek naar
de lucht. Explosies, lichtschitterin-
gen. Ik rende en dacht aan niets. We
lachten en lachten en viogen, drie
maanden lang.”

De wiet kwam van een plaatselijk
vriendinnetje. Eigen teelt. In dat dorp
groeien de planten in het seizoen over-
al, zegt Marko. De meeste gezinshoof-
den uit het plaatsje werken ergens in
West-Europa. Hun zoons zien hun kans
schoon met vaders afwezigheid en kwe-
ken maar raak; in de tuin, in het bos,
op de akkers. Als de militaire politie in
spe op mars was dan was het gewoonte
even geblesseerd uit te vallen om snel
een plantje achterover te drukken. Acht
van de tien dienstplichtigen in Marka's
eenheid blowden. De idylle in dit ‘dorp
van de goede grassen’ herinnert hij zich
als de mooiste van z'n hele diensttijd.
..We vonden het vreselijk jammer dat
de oorlog was afgelopen”, grinnikt hij.
'Nis blowt om te ontsnappen aan de
harde werkelijkheid en dealt om te
overleven. De tweede stad van Servié
telt 270 000 inwoners, minstens 15 000
vluchtelingen en heeft een werkloos-
heid van maar liefst 70 procent. Het ge-
middelde inkomen ligt er onder de 70
mark per maand. In het groeiseizoen,
dat de komende weken begint, zullen
yblgens lokale dealers vele honderden
veldjes met twintig tot vijftig marihu-
ana-planten te vinden zijn in de dorpen
n gehuchten rond de stad. Jongeren
die van het platteland naar Nis zijn ge-
trokken, telen marihuana op de’akkers
van hun nietsvermoedende grootou-
%rs. meestal voor eigen gebruik, maar
k om wat bij te verdienen.
- Grote plantages zijn in het voorjaar
& vinden in de bergen bij de stad Pro-
Kuplje, niet ver van Kosovo en de streek
rondom Bujanovac en Presevo, waar de
meerderheid Albanees is. Wat niet be-
stemd is voor de straathandel in Nis,
Belgrado of andere Servische steden,
gaat paar het grensplaatsje Trnovac. Al
'npds het begin van de jaren negentig
Houdt de Albanese maffia zich daar be-
2ig met de handel in heroine en mari-

* .Er is reden voor alarm”, zegt hoog-

J.|
i e
|

1

; \"“ s
b
_ Padg.onc'g) /)_,.-. N

o Gl i e 8 B vlv

de Balkan

De zuidelijke Balkan ontwikkelt zich in hoog tempo tot een van de
belangrijkste drugsregio’s ter wereld. Smokkelroutes in deze 'heroine.

bruik van marihuana wellicht een ma-
nier van leven, een mode, denkt de uit
pristina gevluchte professor die nu in
Vranje college geeft. In de jaren zeven-
tig was dat in Joegoslavié ook nog zo,

" toen het land in het Oostblok voorop

poort van Europa’ lopen van Bulgarije in het gosten, via Macedonig,
Albanié en Kosovo naar Montenegro aan de Adriatische Zee. De ver.
pauperde bevolking zoekt steeds meer haar heil in marihuana. Een

reportage uit de Zuid-Servische stad Nis.
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liep met Europese contacten, ,,Nu rookt
jedereen marihuana. Zelfs mannen op
middelbare leeftijd met kinderen be-
ginnen er mee."”

De Servische overheid verbergt vol-
gens de hoogleraar de omvang van het
drugsprobleem. Omdat de autoriteiten
niet in staat zijn er iets aan te doen,
wordt er niet over gepraat. ,Het zou het
falen van de regering blootleggen. Dus
blijft men stil.” Door de overheid bekos-
tigde onderzoeksprogramma's om cor-
zaken en gevolgen van het drugsge-
bruik in kaart te brengen, zijn er niet.
Maar volgens Jovanovic zwjjgt de de-
mocratische oppositie ook, uit oppor-
rnisme. ,.Drugsgebruikers zijn kiezers.
Het is een grote groep die men niet te-
gen de haren in wil strijken.” Een gro-
te voorlichtingscampagne in Nis over
de gevaren van drugs, drie jaar geleden,
bloedde wegens gebrek aan belangstel-
ling dood. °

Sancties, uitzichtloosheid, geen werk

_en minder geld dan de Serviérs in het

noorden van het land — Nis houdt zich-
zelf het liefst voor de gek. De ene helft
van de stad doet alsof er niets aan de
hand is en probeert krampachtig 'nor-
maal’ te bestaan; de andere helft ver-
dooft zichzelf met drank of drugs. In
Nis is het niet uitzonderlijk om tien tot
twintig uur in de rij te staan voor een
paar liter benzine. Autorijden is een van
de weinige bezigheden die herinnert
#n een normaal leven.

Er is meer van dat soort zelfbedrag,
Het lijkt alsof werkelijk iedereen wed-
denschappen op de voetbaluitslagen af-
sluit. Alle kiosken op straat verkopen
Voor een paar dinar de wedstrijdsche-
ma’s van alle Europese competities. De
loeloop op de bookmakers is massaal. De
hoop op een extraatje, en dus op een
beter leven - al is het maar voor een
Paar dagen - is groot.

Vladan Markovic handelt in dope. Hij

teft net zeven maanden in de gevan-
§¢nis achter de rug, maar is alweer be-
8. De heroine krijgt hij van een Alba-
%es uit Trnovac. Soms rechtstreeks,

Via een tussenpersoon in Vranje.
Officiee] heeft Nis 1100 geregistreerde
‘slaafden aan heroine. Het werkelijke
“ntal gebryikers van harddrugs schat
an op vier- tot vijfduizend. Na de

Og om Kosovo is het moeilijk om
::mﬂ{'t_ te krijgen met de Albanese le-
fanciers, zegt hij. ,,Je moet iemand
g - Of met een aanbeveling op zak

.nen. lemand moet garant voor je
en staan "

“8enwoordig is hij meer geinteres-
™ in cocaine, , vanwege de grotere
ten."” Ook zijn coke (belo in het Ser-

» Wat wit betekent) komt uit Trno-
Mo het plaatsje, dichtbij Kosovo en

edonie, beheersen een paar Alba-

Een van de grote drugsroutes op de
Balkan loopt van Turkije naar de 'sta-
pelmarkt’ in het Bulgaarse Sofia, van-
daar via Nis naar Trnovac, dan naar
Gnjilane in Kosovo en verder naar Pod-
gorica en Bar in Montenegro (1 op het
kaartje). Langs deze route vindt het
voornaamste multi-etnische contact
tussen Serviérs en Albanezen plaats bij
de Servisch-Bulgaarse grens, als Alba-
nese smokkelaars de Servische grens-
wachten omkopen. Vladan: ,,Onze cor-
rupte douane pakt alleen de nieuwen,
die voor het eerst werken." Volgens de
Internationale Crisis Groep, een door
de Soros-stichtingen gefinancierde
‘denktank’ voor de Balkan, loopt een
tweede route via Zuid-Macedonié en het
meer van Ochrid naar de Albanese ha-
ven Diirres. Een derde gaat via Noord-
Macedonié en het Skadar-meer naar
Podgorica en Bar; een vierde (mogelijk
de belangrijkste) loopt naar Monteneg-
ro via Kosovo (zie het kaartje).

Albanezen controleren de handel
langs alle smokkelwegen. Allereerst
doordat zij behalve in Albanié en Koso-
vo ook in grote aantallen in Macedonié
en Montenegro wonen. Daarnaast zijn
zij goed georganiseerd door hun grote
familieverbanden. Gecombineerd met
de eigen taal van de Albanezen garan-
deert dat geheimhouding en bescher-
ming tegen verraad.

‘Onze corrupte douane
pakt alleen de nieuwen
die voor het eerst werken.'

De hechte Albanese sociale structuur en
de armoede in de zuidelijke Balkan
maakt de Albanese maffia vergelijkbaar
met de Siciliaanse. Volgens Interpol en
andere Europese organisaties voor
drugsbestrijding is Kosovo het afgelo-
pen jaar uitgegroeid tot het grootste
doorvoercentrum van heroine naar
West-Europa. Tachtig procent van de
heroiné die in Europa aan de man
wordt gebracht, zou via Kosovo lopen.
ledere maand wordt vier tot vijf ton
vanuit Turkije via Kosovo getranspor-

" reerd.

Dat is ruim een verdubbeling in ver-
gelijking met de periode voor de Koso-
ve-oorlog. De cijfers zijn afkomstig van
Marko Nicovic, het voormalige hoofd
van de narcotica-politie in Belgrado. De
Serviér, tegenwoordig vice-voorzitter
van de Internationale Politie-associatie
van Drugsbestrijders in New York, heeft.
onderzoek voor Interpol gedaan waar-
uit blijkt dat vijf- tot zesduizend Alba-
nezen in Kosovo direct bij de handel in
heroine zijn betrokken. De explosieve
groei is volgens Nicovic mede te wijten
aan het vertrek van de Servische poli-
tie uit Kosovo. De internationale VN-po-
litie die ervoor in de plaats is gekomen,

tree maakt, zal iedereen het weten oo
Sasha Djordjevic stampt met drie m
dewerkers in zijn kielzog het café-re
taurant binnen. Zwartzijden overhenu
leren broek, 23 jaar. Meteen wil hij ete
op tafel zien. De duurste gerechter
Daarna geeft hij de ober opdracht twe:
joints te bouwen. ,, Top-marihuana ui
Albanié", roept hij.

In de hoek oefent een zangeres of
het melancholieke Turkse melos van de
Zuid-Servische volksmuziek, begeleid
door een zigeuner met een kleine syn-
thesizer. Sasha legt uit hoe hij zaken-
man is geworden. ,, Ik had simpelweg
niets te eten. Er was een kans, die heb
ik gegrepen.” Zijn eerste 200 gram ver-
Kocht hij binnen een week. Toen z'n
broer besloot mee te doen, kochten ze
samen hun eerste mobiele telefoon. Nu
werkt hij de klok rond. 2'n wiet haalt
 hij uit Podgorica in Montenegro voor
150 mark per kilo.

Een tussenpersoon doet voor hem za-
ken met Montenegrijnse Albanezen.
Sasha is een van de vijf dealers in Nis
die het aandurven om geregeld tien ki-
lo te vervoeren. ,.De verpakiing van het
spul dat ik krijg is altijd nat. Dus ik
vraag: hoe komt dat? Zeggen ze: van-
wege de lekke bodems van de boten op
het Skadar-meer.” Zijn collega's in Nis
dealen ook in dope. Hij doet alleen ma-
rihuana en ‘shit’ (hasj). ,,We hebben de
markt verdeeld. Zij kopen in Trnovac,
ik niet.”

Bij zijn reizen naar Podgorica ge-
bruikt hij iedere keer een andere smok-
kelmethode. Soms stopt hij de han-
delswaar in de banden van z'n auto,
soms tussen de ski's op de imperiaal.
Een vermomming als toerist werkt
meestal goed. Altijd zorgt hij ervoor dat
hij ecen meisje bij zich heeft. ,,Om de
politie af te leiden.”

Wie in Nis wiet wil kopen, moet een
leverancier kennen en hem op zijn mo-
biele nummer bellen; gelegaliseerde
coffeeshops met het assortiment op een
menukaart zijn er in Servié niet. Wiet
kopen betekent hier nog steeds in een
donker straatje aanbellen, snel over-
leggen met een schichtig om zich heen
kijkende dealer en dan wegwezen. Han-
del en bezit zijn strafbaar. Blowen ook,

al zijn er wel enkele Kleine kafanas
(cafés met muziek) waar de bediening
het gebruik van marihuana toestaat.

Ondanks zijn ondergrondse werk-
wijze zegt Sasha 3500 mark per maand
op te strijken. Dat is vijftig keer het ge-
middelde inkomen. ..Alles gaat op aan |
drank, eten en vrouwen.” Gebuldervan |
zijn vrienden. Dan valt hij stil. Het lied-
je van de zangeres gaat over een aan la-
ger wal geraakte vrouw, die zich haar
dromen herinnert. [emand merkt op
dat uitbundige vrolijkheid in Servié
heel vaak een uiting van wanhoop is.
..k blow omdat ieder normaal persoon
met ook maar een klein beetje hersens
dit land al lang heeft verlaten”, peinst
Sasha. ,.Ik zoek een ondergrondse tun-
nel naar de andere kant van de wereld.”
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From: Michel COLLON <michel.collon@skynet.be>

To: **NEDERLAND <michel.collon@skynet.be>; *PORTUGAL <michel.collon@skynet.be>; *RUSSIE
<michel.collon@skynet.be>
Sent: maandag 22 juli 2002 06:57

Subject: What's Happening in Kosovo Today? A film that breaks the silence.

What's Happening in Kosovo today?
A film that bteaks the silence,

Interview:
Michel Collon and Vanessa Stojilkovic on their new film
The Damned of Kosovo

(Interview: Antoine Renard. Translation: Mick Collins)
L o o o T B I SR O S N

Chased from her apartment in Pristina, Maria would not have had a life

excepl that she looked Albanian. Her nephew, an interpretor for the UN, was
savagely murdered. Silvana's husband was kidnapped, and she hasn't had any
news about him for two years., Stanimir's home was burned down, What do
they have in common? They are Serbs and live, or rather survive, in Kosovo,
Why don't the media lalk more about this region oceupied by NATO? The new
film by Michel Collon and Vanessa Stojilkovic breaks the silence. And sounds
an alarm fo all people now threatened by Ihese wars of globalization. . . .

o S SR S

How did this film come to be?

Michel Collon. 1did this report on Kosove (o get a first hand look at the
current situation of he Serby and other national minoritics. I remembered
what Bill Clinton said just as he began the bombing of Yugoslavia: "Our
resolve is the only hope for the people of Kosovo Lo be able (o live in

their own counlry. Imagine il we closed our eyes and if these people were
massacred, right on NATO's doorstep. Tt would be discredited.”

Clinlon spoke of the Albanians. Bul today, whal about the Serbs and the
other national minoritics, the Roma [Gypsies], Goruns, Turks, Egyptians,
Muslims . . . who have lived in Kosovo for centuries? Are they secure with
45,000 NATO troaps in Lheir country?

And whalt did you see? ) o
Michel Collon. An accumulation of sullering that no one could imagine here.

Bul the media don'l speak lo us aboul Kosove anymore. Isn'l the siluation
re under control? .

;:]I?chel Collon. Quite the contrary! What I saw was: bom!}mg allacks,

assassinalions, expulsions and the destruction ‘of homes, hdnappmg_s and

families in anguish, constant threats . . . The situation is overwhelming:

A verilable ethnic cleansing that has run ol a large pu.ll'l. of the

non-Albanian population and has terrorized those who've stayed.

able lo show concretely? o
rﬁtﬂ:&:ﬂﬁ: Aboul twenly inlerviews give the victims & chance to speak
oul. Their lestimonics, dignificd but full of emotion, brought fears lo my
eyes. It was absolutely nccessary Lo pass on Lheir lragic message.

To break (he media silence that currently surrounds l\‘LtJS_t;n.rc;;I —
Their fate is a terrible warning to all people: an ucuupulimn y the US,
or by the NATO powers, is in no way a solulion, [?]:1 1 ::oonu_ac?

it guarantees ferrible sullering for all the people of these oceupi

regions,

to the violence?
Th v TO troops has not pul a slop :
Miﬂmﬁ.ffm only has it nol vslgllprji gié Vlﬂlm;ﬁéﬁ;;,,u-}; [lihh: m:;
\ com
several exclysive documents thal re 3

of this viglenge: the militias of the KLA scpuratisls.

Did in making the film?
i ﬁf&uﬁmé?rﬂﬁsﬁsﬁ:ﬁﬁmm of terror, a Serb cameraman

is l'iukmg hig !I.FB it he films ina ']-Icn.mhﬂﬂiﬂnl zone. Bull had
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gt?ud Tortune to work with & very molivaled crew, Some
Courageous people to whom I owe u great des].

/

I(.Vancssa, holv did_you Betinvolved in (he project?
/- anessa Siojtlk-owc‘ AL25, T had already iried several diflerent jobs in
e _pholugruph_:c media, including being an editor. Afer i contacl Lhrough
lhq inlemnet, Miche] Collon offered me the opportunity o re-star| the
wnling and editing of his film, which had broken down

health problems hiy previous director had. ] accepled immediately,

Vanessa Stojilkovic. Yes and no. Yes, because in fact I had several members

ol my family who died or sulfered lernibly in this war, T was very

dislressed by it. Then, this film allowed me to fulfil] the promise 1 had

made to them down there: To bring the truth to the Wes|. Unforiunately,

many of them are already dead and others soon will be
The stress of the war and the bombing provoked enormous problems of

hyperlension that they didn't have the means lo treal. And cancer is

growing al an alarming rate. People are dying in misery. The toll of the

war for all of Yugoslavia s not just reflected by the number of dead, but

Michel Collon truly gave me a gifl when he offered me the primary
material of the interviews he Pul together. And his cogent unalyses that
tie this war, in such a clear fashion, to the movement for globalization. In
assembling and shaping this malerial, T was able (o give voice (o my pain,
to keep my promise, and to grieve,

Michel Collon. In fact it's Vanessa who gave me a marvelous gifl. I worked
four days on the filming. She worked four months on the ediling. Not at

all easy, as I am not a professional filmmaker, and what I brought to the

film was in itsell not really very significant. Thanks to her, thanks to

her remarkable commitment, many people in the world will be able to discover
& very important reality,

Does this [ikn address itself only to the Serbs?

Vanessa Stojilkovic. Nol al alll My principal motivation was above all to

open Lhe eyes of all the 'native! French or all the people of

Western Europe who have been misinformed. To make them tware, [or example,
that we have been depriving the non-Albanians of decent health care: People

are dying because they don't have anything to treat them with, because they

don't have the necessary medical equipment. That Serb children don't have
schools {o go to. Thal a hundred churches have been destroyed. And that

all this is still going on.

Is this a 'pro-Serb' Glm? _
Michel Collon. No. First, it also states the case for other nalional

inorili ose who have also been perseculed, ‘cleansed’. The Roma
FIG?:srilgg’fg: example, chased ofl all over Europe, lhcs? days. And .
murdered in Kosovo. And ulsn.lh:j: Jc\:\fs,f_Gor.'ms, Muslims, Turks, Egyplians...

inoriti silence is dominafing.

Mxnugl:lﬁ: bﬁn:ﬁanims find themselves ¢quall y viclimized by a mafia
tem based on ferror. One of them was able 1o testify in [ront of our
gsmm He was persecuted because he mamefi i Scrb!

In fm.:l I am neither pro-Serb, nor pro-Albanian. Iltnn_IL TIJ_Lnl ?JHS g
these PG(;PIG find themselves victims off 'h:ddt:'n siralegies: l-: ch;hrn;:
just like their allies, to destroy Yugoslavia which they e tariog

ed to control the oil routes that pass precisely throug| ’ i
i o insiall their super-base, Camp Bondslcel. And they have
Tmlf;igmns ~no, by themselves inciling— this conllict belween
H : ]

the Serbs and the Albanians. ) - e
4 Washington has signed 99 year
o kno;;d!hal E;E;lr]r:lgcm;&:uld someone explain (o us how these
&:ﬂ: fzj?]l;-,elp l:gyso!vc the problems of the people of Kosovo?
i ic objective, }ht:n? ‘
:ﬁ?hu:lhcw;jdcr sgxﬁy, This mililary base brings }hc!USci:orlnul:z very
i ollon. d to the Caucauses. It Js!:um ofa arg& h? t
m“'ucl: Mﬂ::wb: uﬂw Washington doesn'l think Putin I:; is c::-::
i roause T . And moreover, by breaki
ﬁi‘;‘;ﬂmﬂl nwess;il:gl ‘I:bbt: I?;:; f{:ey sent oul thi; sdmﬁa%:j to the people
of the wurld?sll?;no: resist g]obulizal.iﬂﬂ. you will be destroyed.

Page 2 of 4
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I_.o[' the market never funclions
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/ An editorial in the New York
-carly Staled this: "For global
Aom acting like (he omnipole

Cork Times on the eve of the war had already
Lzation to work, America must not demure

nt _:s;p-:r—power that it is. The invisible hand

1 withoul the hidden fig(, McDonalds cannot
hJ_FUSpcr wilhout McDonne| Douglas, the builder of the F-15 fighter. And the

g . a secure world for the technologies of the
ilicon Valley is called the US Army, Ajr Force, Navy mds;\-iarinc& i

And this is urgent because Mr Bush hus announced that he will allack a
n_urnbc_r ol other countries, A Breal reason for progressives (o resume the
t_izscuss.lop of what happened in Yugosluvia, Did the resulls of the NATO
Intervention correspond o its promiscs? Are there other hidden interests
here? Was public opinion manipulaled by the media lies?

Y&gusﬁ]’aviu, is this & preview of what will happen 1o Iraq, Palestine and
others

Michel Collon. Yes, Globalization, that's the war, essentinlly. The

policies of the multinationals only widen the gup between the rich and poor
on this planet. War became the number one method (o break their resistance,
The war against the Pulestinians and the Iraqis, Plan Columbia', the
inlerventionist agression against the Congo, threats agains! Iran, Syria,

North Korea, all thal is part of the same global war,

Vanessa Stojitkovic. The young people organized against globalization must
inform themselves more seriously on (hese wars, A country that has used
chemical weapons like Agent Orange, depleted uranium bombs and other such
filth can not be allowed to manipulate us and to make us believe that it

waged this war for the liberties and the rights of Man. We can't let them

rule the world and organize these wars in the financial interests of the
multinationals. And I'm also angry at the European nations that were
complicil and profited {rom this war,

This film is a lestiment, a warning, a call for help. For the people of
Kosovo and for all the people who are threatened. The next time NATO or the
Euro Army prepare to bomb another country, the people of the NATO countries
must rise up and intervene on a mass scale lo slop their governments.

A previous film, *Under NATO Bombs?, was translaled into many languages.
What aboul this one?

Vanessa Stojilkovic. T have just finished the Serbo-Croat version.

And other translations are in the works, With the new technologies for
editing on computer, you can easily replace one track on the edilin g for
example, the voice-over track or the subtilles, with another. We have

already slarfed for translations in Spanish, Russian, Dutch. _
And we think that the English and Arabic versions, maybe German and Italian,
will also be very useful. For all thal, and for a maximun distribution,

we're looking for help.

Because the fate inflicled on Yugoslavia threatens other countries?

Michel Collon. Exactly. This film speaks lo all the people of the world.
Kosovo was a warning to the whole planet. All people who do not want to
live on their knecs, all countries who wanl lo delermine their own
destinies, risk being hit by this global war that Mr Bush and his pals arc
planning. The only issue is lo create a huge international front of

resisience 1o this war,
FEEE bbbl b bR b E

To order;
Full Name: .........o...coeeeem
Street number: ; ..
City, Zip code : ...

Country; .
E-mail :

L want to order ;
o Vit COpim in French of *'The Damned of Kosovo®
“= COpies in Serbo-Croal
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,«"ﬂs information on other yersions

O English O Spanish O ltalian O Rugsjay O Dutch O Arabic O Germyn
Wants to help make (his film known -

Send this back to -
r_nichul.col!on[atskmq@

For Spanish v

ersion (in Spanish, please!) :
To : Manuel

Espinar <_m-s§ai§§@qugﬁﬂgrg>
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From: CDSM <cdsm_b@btopenworld.com>
To: <Undisclosed-Recipient::>
Sent: zaterdag 18 mei 2002 01:35

Subject: Medical Health Care Crisis in Yugoslavia

Medical Health Care Crisis in Yugoslavia
=1

>

>
>>
>>

> > THE HELLENIC MEDICAL SOCIETY OF NEW YORK

>

>> URGENT REQUEST FOR HELP

>

> > MEDICAL HEALTH CARE CRISIS IN YUGOSLAVIA

>

> > HMS DRIVE FOR MEDICAL SUPPLIES AND MEDICAL EQUIPMENT

>
> >

>> The Hellenic Medical Society of New York, a

> > leader nationally among ethnic medical societies is

> > sponsoring a medical humanitarian drive in which medical
> > supplies and medical equipment are being sent to

> > hospitals in Yugoslavia where there is a serious and

> > escalating health care crisis.

> > Recently a 40 ft. medical container was sentto a

> > leading pediatric hospital in Belgrade the value of

> > which was more then US $ 150,000. We are now targeting a
> > hospital in Pancevo for help.

>> Pancevo is a highly industrialized, petrochemical

> > center not far from Belgrade, that was bombed repeatedly
> > jn 1999, releasing toxic fumes and substances above and
= > below ground. The result is an ecological disaster for

> > the entire area in which there has been a 500% increase
= > in mortality rate since 1999 and where cancer cases have
> > gpared from 2.000 to 10.000 new cases a year!

>> Pancevo hospital is a full service hospital

> > (Surgery, Internal medicine, Gynecology, Obstetrics,

> > Pediatrics, Neurology, Oncglogy, Dermatalogy,

> > Ophthalmology, and Dentistry). It has 750 beds and

> > serves an area encompassing 200.000 people of various
> > ethnie groups.

>> Since the dissolution of Yugoslavia and after 10

> > years of sanctions and the fall of the Milosevic's

> > regime - the new democratically elected govemment finds
> > jtself bankrupt and unable to support the health care

> > system, which Is in a state of collapse. And, though

= > humanitarian agencies and NGOs are trying to help, the
> » needs far outstep current demands.

> >

> > BASIC NEEDS

>

>> Pancevo hospital needs everything, from blankets

= > and sheets to every kind of medical supplies and

> > equipment, including diagnostic equipment for detecting
> > cancer.

> > We are sending an URGENT REQUEST FOR MEDICAL
= > SUPPLIES AND MEDICAL EQUIPMENT of every kind and type.
> > We have a collection site and will fransport any

> > equipment or medical supplies that are donated. (ALL

> > DONATIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE)

53> Recently, our representatives in Belgrade met

> > with the American ambassader, William Montgomery, who
> > said he fully supported the efforts of HMS and would

> > give us any help we needed. He agreed that the health

> > care system was a disaster and he was grateful for the

> > help HMS was offering. )

>>  [fyou can supply us with any kind of medical

> > equipment or supplies, you can be sure you are helping

> > to save precious human lives. You will also bring some

> > hope to a desperate population where individuals under

> > the strain of economic hardship are even selling their

> > kidneys In the black market in order to survive. The
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> > average life span in Yugoslavia is now 48 years old.

>>  Asthe Director of Pancevo Hospital said sadly

> > after a recent tour of the hospital: “We have simply

> = been forgotten,"

> Medical supplies, new or used (but in working

= > condition) medical equipment that is often discarded in
> > this rich land of America can be life saving treasures

> > for hospitals in crisis. For the nominal price of

> > transportation, HMS can send a container valued at from
>>US $ 100,000 to US $ 300,000 in medical help.

> > We would like to be able to say to the people of
> > Yugoslavia "You have not been forgotten”

>

>> Wil you join us in our effort?

>

> > Please contact:

> =

> > Anthony Vasilas, M.D.

> > Advisor Emeritus, Tel. (516) 627-1894; Fax: (516) 869-
>=>1178

==

> > Representatives:

==

> > Mila Lazarevich - Nolan, Tel, (21 2) 570-5782; Fax: (212)
== 717-6088

==

> > Dusan & Djina Dragic, Tel. (91 4) 946-2606; Fax: 946-
> > 4649;

> > E-mail: DDragic@aol.com

>

> > Mark Milich, Tel. (516) 944-2733

>

> > Please note:

> >

> > HMS is also accepting financial donations, which are

> > also tax deductible. This money will go toward shipping

> > expenses and to purchase medical supplies and equipment
> > fo supplement our shipments,

= B-

> > Checks may be made payable to:

-

= > Hellenic Medical Society of New York
> > Attention: Dr. Anthony Vasilas

> > For Yugoslav medical relief

> > 80 Gristmill Lane

= > Manhasset, NY 11030
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van holst en steijnen

From: Paul Davidson <p.davidson@btinternet.com>
To: <Undisclosed-Recipient::>
Sent: dinsdag 23 april 2002 13:15

Subject:  Fw: djindjic - post modern man

ﬁi‘ﬁﬁ AL AAAERRENERR AL LAt AR ARLE N g
To: Chossudovsky@sprint.ca
Sent: Tuesday, April 23, 2002 5:43 PM

Subject: djindjic - post modem man

Immediate release - Zoran Djindjic - Post Modern Man

In a speech this morning April 23rd 2002 at the London School of Economics ("Serbia on the Path to Europe") Serbian Prime
Minister Zoran Djindjic criticised NATO for not letting him visit Kosovo.

"The German Prime Minister can visit Kosovo but not me. My application to visit Kosovo has been rejected on two occasions. Of
course the German Prime Minster has an interest in Kosovo in that there are German troops there."

Zoran Djindjic said "Europe doesn't understand it has real problems in the Balkans" & he complained about "the absence of an
exit strategy by NATO from the area."

He said NATO/EU were "damaging their interests" & had no strategy, & specifically "no exit strategy."

He pointed out that NATO had 30, 000 troops in Kosovo & 50,000 troops in Bosnia.

"It is a real problem for Europe, so many troops in the area, & costing 2 to 3 billion § annually & there is no exit strategy."
"The best exit strategy for Nato = a Serbian entrance into Europe."

Instead of the UK Government having to pay military costs in the Former Yugoslavia it should "be involved in an investment for
peace....which is better than ten years soldiering."

He said "it is not necessary for Europe to stay. We don't need other peoples' forces to keep stability in the region....For the first
time people in the Balkans are able to govern themselves. " He called on Europe to "accept us as equal pariners."

He remarked (ironically) "the Le Pen victory in France indicates western Europe was moving towards us - towards
Balkanisation."

He called on the EU to support "democratic forces," & for "EU association this year," (@ least in terms of "indicating what
criteria Serbia has to fulfil in order to move Serbia closer to the EU. "

He complained that the 1999 Rambouillet Agreement, the rejection of which led to the 78 NATO bombardment of Yugoslavia,
had never been shown to DOS. |

“If it had been we could have persuaded people in Yugoslavia to think about it. DOS first saw it on the Internet. We had no
chance to prepare the people. "

Mr Djindjic said there were many sources of destabilisation in the Balkans.

"All reforms have failed in the last 200 years. We are the first generation to have the opportunity of stability through democracy,
after almost 600 years of undemocratic government. "

He said it was an age of transition.
In Yugoslavia it was a constitutional transition.

He welcomed the new constitutional arrangements between Serbia & Montenegro. He acknowledged that "m, —
disappointed" but said it was " better to have something real than something imaginary."

He said there was a transition in Kosovo. He said the claim to independence for Kosovo was “high risk" & “could lead to a chain
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reaction with 2 or 3 Albanian

states becoming independent”, also with implications for Bosnia's multi-ethnicity. An independent
Kosovo he said wd have . SR d e

"huge & dangerous consequences, "

He said there was a lraqsilionai problem in Serbia itself, involving regionalism, & the balance between communities &
autonomy. He was seeking for the first time "stability based on democratic institutions. "

Regionally it was a period of transition "with 2 or 3 unfinished states - Bosnia, Macedonia & Kosovo."
There was also a transition " from an agrarian to a post industrial & knowledge based economy. "
Although the expectations of the people are European, the GDP in Serbia is less than Iraq.

He said the so called Stability Pact hadn't worked " We have to deliver... "

He acknowledged that what he described as "the democratically elected Governments ...are losing elections all over Eastern
Europe."

In reply to a question querying the legality of the hand-over of former President Milosevic to the Hague, Djindjic said the Court
was established by the UN Security Council & co-operating with The Hague was a test of reality.

"This world is not justice. This is reality. We adapt to the climate. We don't try & change it. "

He added the national state doesn't matter in Europe now in the 2 Ist century.

"For the nations of western Europe they have had several centuries to develop their nation states, but we haven't & it is now too
late for us to build a nation state & we need (o go straight into an integrated Europe."

The impression | received was that here is a thoroughly post modern man, (@ the same time erratic, brilliant, & quite
impervious to criticism. - someone to whom questions of morality & national identity are irrelevant.

The only important issue is GDP. The LSE audicnce listened respectfully, as always ... as good Germans.
WS

www.canauk. human-rights.org/

canauk@blueyonder.co.uk
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From: Paul Davidson <p.davidson@btinternet.com>
To: <Undisclosed-Recipient:;>
Sent: maandag 22 april 2002 13:43

Subject: GUARDIAN: US used Islamists to arm Croatia

US used Islamists to arm Croatia - (TWO ARTICLES)

Official Dutch report says that Pentagon broke UN embargo

Richard Norion-Taylor
- Monday April 22, 2002
The Guardian

US intelligence agencies secretly broke a UN arms embargo during the
18911995 war in Croatia by channelling arms through Islamist jihad groups
that Washington is now hunting down across Europe and Asia, according to
evidence from the Netherlands.

The evidence surfaced in a hitherto unnoticed section of the official Dutch
report into the 1995 Srebrenica massacre that led to the fall of the Duich
government and the resignation last week of its army chief.

The Dutch report reveals how the Pentagen formed a secret alliance with
Islamist groups in an Iran-Contra-style operation.

US, Turkish and Iranian intelligence groups worked with the [slamists in
what the Dutch report calls the “Croatian pipeline”. Arms bought by Iran and
Turkey and financed by Saudl Arabia were flown into Croatia initially by the
official Iranian airline, Iran Air, and later in a fleet of black C-130

Hercules aircraft.

The report says that mojahedin fighters were also flown in, and that the US
was "very closely involved” in the operation which was in flagrant breach of
the embargo. British secret services obtained documents proving that Iran
also arranged deliveries of arms directly to Bosnia, it says.

The operation was promoted by the Pentagon, rather than the CIA, which was
cautious about using Islamist groups as a conduit for arms, and about
breaching the embargo. When the CIA tried to place its own people on the
ground in Besnia, the agents were threatened by the mojahedin fighters and
the Iranians who were training them,

The UN relied on American intelligence to monitor the embargo, a dependency
which allowed Washington to manipulate it at will.

Last month, the US seized a number of Muslims in Bosnia whom it claimed had
links with Osama bin Laden's al-Qaida network. They were arrested in
defiance of the Bosnian courts.

The contents of the section of the Dutch report entitled Intelligence and

the War in Bosnia, 1992-1995, are revealed in an article in today's Guardian
Richard Aldrich, professor of politics at the university of Nottingham

and a leading expert on intefiigence operations.

Is that the secret services of Ukraine, Greece and Israel were
E: als;mr?:;a the Bosnian Serbs. Mossad, Israel's secret service, was
irculany active, concluding a substantial arms deal with the Bosnian
gﬂm at Pale in return for the safe passage of the Jewish population of

Sarajevo, the Bosnian capital, Prof Aldrich says.

i ulation who could not escape was perplexed
Eﬁm%ﬁ:ggr E?ﬂbs landing in Sarajevo sometimes had
markings in Hebrew," he wries.

h government distanced themselves from the secret
ek U,Npa"m ;;“ﬁ,?n‘:“;f R rucial tool during the peacekeeping
ent issue of how to monitor
so raises the increasingly urg
The cpon B jes, Prof Aldrich says.

intelligence agenc
is developing on a national basis, this

y d accountability
e e et
agmm].'u b 3
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America used Islamists to arm the Bosnian Muslims

The Srebrenica report reveals the Pentagon's role in a dirty war

Richard J Aldrich
Monday April 22, 2002
The Guardian

The official Dutch inquiry into the 1995 Srebrenica massacre, released ast
Week, contalns one of the most sensational reports on western intelligence

ever published. Officials have been staggered by its findings and the Dutch
government has resigned. One of its many volumes is devoted to clandestine
activities during the Bosnian war of the early 1990s, For five years,

Professor Cees Wiebes of Amsterdam University has had unrestricted access to
Dutch intelligence files and has stalked the corridors of secret service
headquarters in western capitals, as well as in Bosnia, asking gquestions.

His findings are set out in “Intelligence and the war in Bosnia, 1992-1995",

It includes remarkable material on covert operations, signals interception,
human agents and double-crossing by dozens of agencies in one of dirtiest
wars of the new world disorder. Now we have the full story of the secret
alliance between the Pentagon and radical Islamist groups from the Middle
East designed to assist the Bosnian Muslims - some of the same groups that
the Pentagon is now fighting in "the war against terrorism". Pentagon
operations in Bosnia have delivered their own “blowback”.

In the 1980s Washington's secret services had assisted Saddam Hussein in his
war against Iran. Then, in 1890, the US fought him in the Guif. In both
Afghanistan and the Gulf, the Pentagon had incurred debts to Islamist groups
and their Middle Eastern sponsors. By 1993 these groups, many supported by
Iran and Saudi Arabia, were anxious to help Bosnian Muslims fighting in the
former Yugoslavia and called in their debts with the Americans. Bill Clinton

and the Pentagon were keen to be seen as creditworthy and repaid in the form
of an Iran-Contra style operation - in flagrant violation of the UN security

council arms embargo against all combatants in the former Yugoslavia.

The result was a vast secret conduit of weapons smuggling though Croatia,
This was arranged by the clandestine agencies of the US, Turkey and Iran,
together with a range of radical Islamist groups, including Afghan mojahedin
and the pro-lranian Hizbullah. Wiebes reveals that the British intelligence
services obtained documents early on in the Bosnian war proving that Iran
was making direct deliveries.

Arms purchased by Iran and Turkey with the financial backing of Saudi Arabia
made their way by night from the Middle East. Initially aircraft from Iran

Alr were used, but as the volume increased they were joined by a mysterious
fleet of black C-130 Hercules aircraft. The report stresses that the US was
"very closely involved" in the airlift. Mojahedin fighters were also flown

in, but they were reserved as shock troops for especially hazardous
operations.

Light weapons are the familiar currency of secret servim_as seeking to
influence such conflicts. The volume of weapons flown into Cruapa was
enormous, partly because of a steep Croatian "transit tax". Croatian forces
creamed off between 20% and 50% of the arms. The report stresses that this
entire trade was clearly illicit. The Croals themselves also obtained )
massive quantities of illegal weapens from Germany, Belgium and ArgenQna -
again in contravention of the UN arms embargo. The German secret services

were fully aware of the trade.

the Pentagon's own secret service was the hidden force
E:;T:crg ::::;Zﬁons. The Tﬁ: protection force, UNPROFOR, was dependent on
p-contributin nations for intelligence, and above all on the
gi;rrggﬁcate;"r:nnﬂgrim capabliities of the US to police the arms embargo.

This gave the Pentagon the ability to manipulate the embargo at will:

ensuring that American Awacs aircraft covered crucial areas and were able to

tum a blind eye to the frequent nightime comings and goings at Tuzla.

flown ing the spring of 1995 were to tum up enly a fortnight
. : dunmdem;i?arised enclave at Srebrenica. When these

later in the besieged and demtl UNPROFOR to rewrite reports, and
mericans pressured $pOcs.
:mn:'nts werenmls';me sted about the flights, they were reportedly

threatened into silence.

Both the CiA and British SIS had a more sophisticated perspective on the

sting that no side had clean hands and
mt?ilr?tg?;ncms: nj:?::é Lr{*s;clsregy, director of the CIA until May 1995, had
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p with the Clinton White House over
uctance to develop close relations with the islamists. The sentiments "
were rgciprocateq. In the spring of 1995, when the CIA sent its first head
of station to Sarajevo to liaise with Bosnia's security authorities, the
Bosnians tipped off Iranian intelli :

_ i gence. The CIA leamed that the Iranians
had targeted him for liquidation and quickly withdrew him.

Iranian and Afghan veterans' training camps had also been identified in
Bosnia. Later, in the Dayton Accords of November 1995, the stipulation
appeared that all foreign forces be withdrawn, This was a del iberate atternpt
to cleanse Bosnia of Iranian-run training camps. The CIA's main opponents in

Bosnia were now the mojahedin fighters and their Iranian trainers - whom the
Pentagon had been helping to supply months earlier.

Meanwhile, the secret services of Ukraine, Greece and lsrael were busy
arming the Bosnian Serbs. Mossad was especially active and concluded a deal
with the Bosnian Serbs at Pale involving a substantial supply of artillery

shells and mortar bombs. In return they secured safe passage for the Jewish
population out of the besieged town of Sarajevo. Subsequentty, the remaining

population was perplexed to find that unexploded mortar bombs landing in
Sarajevo sometimes had Hebrew markings.

The broader lessons of the intelligence report on Srebrenica are clear.

Those who were able to deploy intelligence power, including the Americans

and their enemies, the Bosnian Serbs, were both able to get their way,
Conversely, the UN and the Dutch government were “deprived of the means and
capacity for obtalning intelligence” for the Srebrenica deployment, helping

to explain why they blundered in, and contributed to the terrible events
there.

Secret intelligence techniques can be war-winning and life-saving. But they
are not being properly applied. How the UN can have good intelligence in the
context of multinational peace operations is a vexing question. Removing
light weapons from a conflict can be crucial to drawing It down. But the
secret services of some states - including Israel and Iran - continue to be

a major source of covert supply, pouring petrol on the flames of already
bitter confiicts.

§ Richard J Aldrich is Professor of Politics at the University of
MNottingham. His ‘'The Hidden Hand: Britain, America and Cold War Secret
Intelligence’ is published in paperback by John Murray In August.

richard.aldrich@nottingham.ac.uk
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_l;'_rom: Jovan Grbic <ssicc@EUnet.yu>
o:

Sent-: zaterdag 12 januari 2002 07:45
Subject: "Balkan-Hilfe": Eindriicke aus Belgrad

From: jocsb@vorstadtzentrum.net
Dale sent:  Sat, 12 Jan 2002 11:15:59 +0100

Subject:  "Balkan-Hilfe": Eindriicke aus Belgrad

To: ssice(@planct nl
Organization: JOeSB Aktucll

Send reply to: "JOeSB Aktuell” <joesbid vorstadtzentrun.net>

[ Double-click this line for list subscription options |

Dicscr Artikel wurde uns freundlicherweise von Hannes Hofba uer, Autor der
BuchFr "Balkankricg - Die Zerstérung Jugoslawiens " und des jungst
erschienen Buches "Balkankrieg - Zehn Jahre Zerstorung Jugoslawiens”, zur
Verfuigung gestellt.

Anlasslich eincs Abendessens in einem Belgrader Innenstadtgasthaus
schwitrmte der Dekan der chemischen Fakultit von den neuen politischen
Verhiltnissen seit der Machtitbernahme der "Demokratischen Opposition” in
Serbien. Es war kurz vor Weihnachten, das in Serbien nach dem erthodoxen
Kirchenkalender zwei Wochen spiter als in den katholischen Lindermn
gefeiert wird, und die Sprache kam auf dic wirtschaftliche Situation in
den einzelnen Familien. Stolz berichtete der Dekan, seine Frau verbriichte
gerade einen Studicnaufenthalt in den USA, finanzielle Unterstitzung
erhiclte sie allerdings dafiir von der dertigen Universitiit kaum. Im
Gegenteil: er milsse ihr aus Belgrad Monat fiir Monat kriiftig unter dic Arme
greifen, was das Familienbudget ziemlich belasten witrde So wie der
Familic des Dekans geht es dem ganzen Land, daran andern auch die
Uberweisungen der Emigrantinnen aus Westeuropa und Nordamerika an ihre
dahcim gebliebenen Angehérigen strukturell nichts, dic zwar fr das
Uberleben von Hunderttausenden existenzicll sind, Serbien jedoch keinen
Gkonomischen Antrich verpassen kénnen. Das Kapital flieft von Ost nach
West. Das hat bereits im Jahre 1994 der ruménische Okonom und Mitglied des
1989¢r-Revolutionsrates, Silviu Bruean, ausgerechnet und damals - fir ganz
Osteuropa - cine Bilanz von 15 Mrd. US-Dellar gezogen, dic jihrlich aus
den Okonomien der Transformationslénder in die Zentrumslinder Westeuropas
und Nordamerikas flicBen. Diese Summen ergeben sich, wenn man die
Kreditzinsen und Amortisationen fiir die Auslandsschulden von dem netto in
dic Region kommenden Kapital in Abzug bringt. Die aktuelle Situation in
Jugoslawien stellt sich noch dramatischer dar. Allein zwisehen 1992 und
dem 9. Mai 2001, jencm Datum, an dem Belgrad nach vollbrachtem
Regimewechsel feicrlich wiederum in dic Weltbank und den Internationalen
Wihrungsfonds aufgenommen wurde - @brigens in eine von der Schweiz
angefuhrte Gruppe "Helvetistan", in der Kirgisistan, Tadsc}!ikistan,
Aserbaidschan, Usbekistan, Turkmenistan und Polen gemeinsam tber 2,7% der
Stimmanteile und damit des Einflusses in den internationalen
Finanzorganisationen verfigen - vergroferte sich die Aus!anc_isschuid_ um
knapp 4 Mrd. US-Dollar auf 12 Mrd. US-.DoIIar. Innerhalb dieser Zeit, in
der Jugoslawien unter totalem winschaﬁllchm Embas:go gestanden war und
Uberhaupt keine nennenswerten finanzicllen Transaktionen stattgefunden
haben, stieg dic Kapitalschuld um 30% an. Dic Zinsen belasten nun das
Budget der neuen Regicrung. Wer sich allerdings mit diesen ,
makroskonomischen Zahlen nicht belasten will, der spricht vom Gegenteil.
Die vorherrschende verdffcntlichte Meinung geht davon aus, dass
Westeuropa, insbesondere Deutschland, den Landern des Balkans finanziclle
Hilfe leiste. Im Duktus der Berichterstattung haben S_Ich die .
uropiischen Trangfcrmaﬁgnslﬂndcr ZUu Enl‘mcklung_shlifc-E.m'pﬂr}gcm
delt, die den westcuropdischen Staatskanzleien qnd Fmanznnmstcncn
igst dankbar zu sein hatten. Dic letzten Staaten, dic dieser | .
ifelhafien *Hj| o anhcimfallen, sind Jugoslawicn und Makedonicn, beide
ki, oot o iert. Jugoslawien konnte in den Kreis
hHﬂf&n? pl'::hmh neu suukmn?; cn werden, nachdem die Bomben der NATO
l""'“ﬂh‘cu P inger crst sufjgeno die 2000er Wahlen cine den
westligy.- 4 Infrastruktur zerstort hatten, e
hen inanzorganisationen ergebene Fuhrung ctabliert haben und mi

<dceca@yubc.net>; <nadacanak@yahoo.com>; <vlada@sps.org.yu>; <yuambani@bart.nl>;
<arthurjk@euronet.nl>; van holst en steijnen <n.h.van.holst@freeler.nl>
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Auslieferung von Slobodan Milosevi i
A g von Vic an Den Haag ein entsprechend
litischer und juristischer Kniefall vor der "intcmnliar%alcn > =

Wc;‘legcmcinsch_aﬂ" erfolgt ist. Am Tag, nachdem der chemalige Staatschef
E_ac'l Den Haag ﬂlberstclll worden war, fassten am 29, J. uni 2001 in Brilssel
1€ sogenannten "Geber" den Beschluss, dem neuen Serbien mit 1,3 Mrd,

US-Dollar helfen zu wollen. Nur ein Bruchteil davon war als nicht

riickzahlbares Darlehen vorgeschen, im wesentlichen ging es um Fragen der

Umschuldung und der Liberalisicrung von Hande! und Investment.

Mittlerweile sind von den einzelnen EU-Staaten versprochene 500 Mio.

US-Dollar ausbezahlt worden, 350 Mio. davon wurden allerdings direkt aus

den Budgets der wesleuropiiischen Linder an die!

Europmy_:hc Investmentbank 0berwiesen, um dort die Schulden Jugoslawiens
auszugleichen.

Um tatséchlich entscheidende Summen geht es abseits der 6fTentlichen
Wahmehmung. Durch einen einfachen Brief des jugoslawischen
Staatsprasidenten Voijslav Kostunica an dic UNO hat Belgrad moglicherweise
50 Mrd. US-Dollar verloren, ein Zig-faches der im Stabilitatspakt
vorgeschenen Entwicklungshilfemittel. Internationaler Druck hat Kostunica
dazu gebracht, um Neuaufnahme J ugoslawiens bei der UNO anzusuchen; damit
wurde die Position der alten Regicrung Milosevie, als Nachfolgerstaat des

alten Jugoslawiens zu gelten, aufgegeben. Nun reiht sich das Land,

anstelle Griindungsmitglied der Vereinten Nationen zu scin, als 186.

Mitglied in die Liste ein. Die finanziellen Konsequenzen sind

betriichtlich. Mit einem Schlag sind alle Kompensationsforderungen des

alten Jugoslawien ungilitig. So hat Belgrad noch im Jahr 2000 beim
Internationalen Gerichtshof in Den Haag - nicht zu verwechseln mit dem
Kricgsverbrechertribunal - Klage gegen die 19 NATO-Staaten erhoben, dic

das Land am 24. Mitrz 1! 999 angegriffen hatten. Die konkret sichtbaren
Zerstbrungen des 78-Tage-Bombardements belaufen sich auf 37 Mrd.
US-Dollar, was auch von der neuen Regierung anfangs noch so gesehen wurde.
Mit dem Brief von Kostunica an UN-Chef Kofi Annan ist das bereils
cingeleitete Verfahren sinnlos peworden; denn in der Rechtslogik wurde das
alte, von Milosevic regierte Jugoslawien zerstort, wiihrend die neuen
Machthaber die Nachfolge Jugoslawiens und damit die Entschidigungen nicht
mehr beanspruchen kénnen. Zusttzliche 10 Mrd. US-Dollar gehen nach
Einschitzung des Belgrader Wirtschafisprofessors und SPS-Mannes Oscar
Kovac verloren, weil die anderen ex-jugoslawischen Republiken
gesamtjugoslawische Eigentumstitel z.B. an Immobilien nicht mehr mit
Belgrad verhandeln miissen. Der Kostunica-Brief kam dem Land viel teurer zu
stehen als Hilfen von auswiirts je geplant waren.

Die Helfer

Zur Umsetzung von Balkan-Stabilitiitspakt, den ab 1.1.2002 Erhard Busek
koordinieren wird, OSZE-Richtlinien, EU-Programmen etc, tummeln sich zehn
Tausende Westeuropierlnnen und US-AmerikanerInnen am Balkan. In Serbien
sind diese "Helfer” unmittelbar nach dem Wahlsieg der DOS cingefallen. Sie
erstellen Programme fiir den Infrastrukiuraufbau (freilich ohne tber
Entschadigungen fir dic Zerstérungen im Krieg r{:dr:n Zu \vqilc‘n), machen
"monitoring" filr Medien, politische Parteien, Justiz- und Polizeiapparate
und behandeln die drtlichen Fachkrafte je nach deren .
Kaopcmlinnsmliigkcil als Untergebene oder chdf:‘ Der Autor dl;_::.;cg
Beitrages war selbst Anfang Dezember 2001 auf einem vom Stabilititspakt
mit finanzierten Seminar zugegen, das sich die Neu Schﬂ.‘.lhung.de r
Geschichte des Balkans zur Aufgabe ge;tellt hatte. Unter Anleitung
bekannter deutscher Balkanhistoriker wie Edgar Hosch und Peter Bartl wurde
am Belgrader Goethe-Institut die Umschreibung der Gcschlcl?!c dls-kutnert_,
Unausgespr! ochenes Ziel der Veranstaltung war ¢s u.a., dhnlich LVE csé fur
Schlesien eine deutsch-polnische Schulbuel:zkomm!smgn gibt auch far an "
Balkan bej der Neuinterpretation der Geschichte mitmischen zu kmf)nhncu. oc
gibt es dafur allerdings keine gemeinsame Grundlage, vor allem mch ;tz
dartiber, wie die jingste Zcitgeschichte des NATO-Krieges e_m.zusdc en
ist: alg J;-ngdffgegcn Jugoslawien oder als J?cgmn der E:E['remn?. :21
serbischen Volkes. Ob sich letztere Sichtweise, von r.c!;r dm:lﬂ!:: ionalen
ercgemeinschal” fr ihrc cigene Legiimit cingefordert, im
sstsein der serbischen Historiker, Medien und 519 i g
llichen Meinung durchsetzen wird, bleibt indes fragwirdig, P
* - s werden noch auf Jahre hinaus sichtbare un
Psy::h.,{:qgm i 4 Jassen, die mit Seminaren nicht aufgehoben
il S ]1, dass die ortlichen Fachleute zunehmend vor
A‘lacn Iilu‘l'lnl:n. Dazu kommt noch,

i Hilfsprogramme in erster Linie
besi; 8efhrt wen die ganzen rams
™t sip) dbcﬁijt? E::l ]g,nc;-nﬁtlrr[nncn aus dem Westen, die dicke Gehilter

Page 2 of 3
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d Vierrad getriebene PKW erhalten und sich nocly dazu selbstgefillig in
er Pose der Helfer wiegen kénnen,

"Belgrads neve Mitgliedschafl in der UNO kostet dem Land Milliarden"
Das Interview mit Oscar Kovac in der "Volksstimme" kannst Dy hier
nachlesen:

Mﬂwﬁﬂ@%ﬂg@imiﬁmwﬂgﬂﬂc@qﬂm
1&id=1010830101 ’

vununnuu:uuumuuuu*nn:u

Jugoslawisch Osterreichische Solidaritétsbewegung JOSB
PF 217

A-1040 Wien

Tel&Fax: (+43 1)924 31 61
jcesbfaivorsladl_z_entrum.nct_
http:ﬁwww.\rorstadtzentmwng.s_h

ttt#*t*tv*atttttt;*ttttttt*ttttrttt\kst

Unsubseribe:

Um von JOeSB Aktuell gestrichen zu werden. bitte auf nachstehenden Link
klicken:

hitp/fswww. vorstadizentrum. net/c gi-bin/mojo/mojo.cai?f=u&|=]0eSB Aktuell&e
=ssicc@planet.nl&p=17041
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Frt':\m: <joesb@vorstadtzentrum.net>
To: <n.h.van.holst@freeler.nl>
Sent: zaterdag 12 januari 2002 02:16

Subject: "Balkan-Hilfe": Eindriicke aus Belgrad

D ieser Artikel '.wrd.c uns freundlicherweise von Hannes Hofbauer, Autor der Buicher "Balkankrieg - Die Zerstorung Jugoslawiens " und des jingst
erschienen Buches "Balkankrieg - Zehn Jahre Zerstdrung Jugoslawiens", zur Verfigung gestelt.

Aﬂmss}ﬂ:_h eines Abendessens in einem Belgrader Innenstadtgasthaus schwiirmte der Dekan der chemischen Fakultiit von den neuen politischen
Vcrhaltmssenﬁsclt der Machtibernahme der "Demokratischen Opposition” in Serbien. Es war kurz vor Weihnachten, das in Serbien nach dem
?ﬂho(iw_{cn Kzrchenkglfznder zwei Wochen spiiter als in den katholischen Lindern gefeiert wird, und die Sprache kam auf die wirtschaftliche Situation
in den einzelnen Familien. Stolz berichtete der Dekan, seine Frau verbriichte gerade einen Studienaufenthalt in den USA, finanzielle Unterstiitzung
erh!eltc sie allerdings dafiir von der dortigen Universitit kaum, Im Gegenteil: er miisse ihr aus Belgrad Monat filr Monat kriiflig unter die Arme
greifen, was das Familienbudget ziemlich belasten wiirde.
So wie der Familie des Dekans geht es dem ganzen Land, daran &ndern auch die Uberweisungen der Emigrantinnen aus Westeuropa und
Nordamerika an ihre daheim gebliebenen Angehérigen strukturell nichts, die zwar fir das Uberleben von Hunderttausenden existenziell sind, Serbien
Jedoch keinen Skonomischen Antrieb verpassen kénnen. Das Kapital flieBt von Ost nach West. Das hat bereits im Jahre 1994 der ruminische
Okonom und Mitglied des 1989er-Revolutionsrates, Silviu Brucan, ausgerechnet und damals - fur ganz Osteuropa - cine Bilanz von 15 Mrd. US-
Dollar gezogen, die jahrlich aus den Okonomién der Transformationsléinder in die Zentrumslinder Westeuropas und Nordamerikas flicfien. Diesc
i.rlljl;'lI'rlt:brjl.i ergeben sich, wenn man die Kreditzinsen und Amortisationen fitr die Auslandsschulden von dem netto in die Region kommenden Kapital in
ug bringt.
Die aktuelle Situation in Jugoslawien stellt sich noch dramatischer dar. Allein zwischen 1992 und dem 9. Mai 2001, jenem Datum, an dem Belgrad
nach vollbrachtem Regimewechsel feierlich wiederum in die Weltbank und den Internationalen Wihrungsfonds aufgenommen wurde - ilbrigens in
eine von der Schweiz angefithrte Gruppe "Helvetistan", in der Kirgisistan, Tadschikistan, Aserbaidschan, Usbekistan, Turkmenistan und Polen
gemeinsam {ber 2,7% der Stimmanteile und damit des Einflusses in den internationalen Finanzorganisationen verfilgen - vergroBerte sich die
Auslandsschuld um knapp 4 Mrd. US-Dollar auf 12 Mrd. US-Dollar. Innerhalb dieser Zeit, in der Jugoslawien unter totalem wirtschafilichen
Embargo gestanden war und tiberhaupt keine nennenswerten finanziellen Transaktionen stattgefunden haben, stieg die Kapitalschuld um 30% an.
Die Zinsen belasten nun das Budget der neuen Regierung,
Wer sich allerdings mit diesen makrodkonomischen Zahlen nicht belasten will, der spricht vom Gegenteil. Dic vorherrschende veréffentlichte
Meinung geht davon aus, dass Westeuropa, insbesondere Deutschland, den Landern des Balkans finanzielle Hilfe leiste. Im Duktus der
Berichterstattung haben sich die stidosteuropaischen Transformationsliinder zu Entwicklungshilfe-Empfingern gewandelt, die den westeuropaischen
Staatskanzleien und Finanzministerien gefilligst dankbar zu sein hitten. Die letzten Staaten, die dieser zweifelhaften "Hilfe" anheimfallen, sind
Jugoslawien und Makedonien, beide erst ktirzlich politisch neu strukturiert,
Jugoslawien konnte in den Kreis der Hilfeempfiinger erst aufgenommen weiden, nachdem die Bomben der NATO Industrie und Infrastruktur zersttrt
hatten, die 2000er Wahlen ¢ine den wesilichen Finanzorganisationen ergebene Fithrung etabliert haben und mit der Auslieferung von Slobodan
Milosevic an Den Haag ein entsprechender politischer und juristischer Kniefall vor der "internationalen Wertegemeinschaft" erfolgt ist. Am Tag,
nachdem der ehemalige Staatschef nach Den Haag tiberstellt worden war, fassten am 29. Juni 2001 in Brilssel die sogenannten "Geber” den
Beschluss, dem neuen Serbien mit 1,3 Mrd. US-Dollar helfen zu wollen. Nur ein Bruchteil davon war als nicht ritckzahlbares Darlchen vorgesehen,
im wesentlichen ging es um Fragen der Umschuldung und der Liberalisicrung von Handel und Investment, Mittlerweile sind von den cinzelnen EU-
Staaten versprochene 500 Mio. US-Dollar ausbezahlt worden, 350 Mio. davon wurden allerdings direkt aus den Budgets der westeuropéischen
Lander an die Europiische Investmentbank iiberwiesen, um dort die Schulden Jugoslawiens auszugleichen.
Unm tatsiichlich entscheidende Summen geht es abseits der 6{fentlichen Wahmehmung, Durch einen einfachen Brief des jugoslawischen
Staatsprisidenten Voijslav Kostunica an die UNO hat Belgrad moglicherweise 50 Mrd. US-Dollar verloren, ein Zig-faches der im Stabilitiitspakt
vorgesehenen Entwicklungshilfemittel. Internationaler Druck hat Kostunica dazu gebracht, um Ncuaufnahm}: Jugoslawiens bei der UNO
anzusuchen; damit wurde die Position der alten Regicrung Milosevic, als Nachfolgerstaat des alten Jugoslawiens zu gelten, aufgegeben. Nun reiht
sich das Land, anstelle Grilndungsmitglied der Vereinten Nationen zu sein, als 186. Mitglied in die Liste ein. Die finanziellen Konsequenzen sind
betriichtlich. Mit einem Schlag sind alle Kompensationsforderungen des alten Jugoslawien upgﬂl‘ug. So hat Beigrad' noch im Jahr 2000 beim
Internationalen Gerichtshof in Den Haag - nicht zu verwechseln mit dem Kricgsverbrechertribunal - Klage gegen die 19 NATO-Staaten erhoben, die
das Land am 24, Mirz 1999 angcgrif;fcn hatten. Die konkret sichtbaren Zerstérungen d::_% ?B-Tagc-Borr}bardcmcnts belaufen sich aufB? Mrd. T‘.JS'
Dollar, was auch von der neuen Regierung nnfgngs noch so gcs_chcn wurde, Mit dem Br_:cf von Kos‘tun ica an UN-'Chef Kofi Annan ist dqs bereits
- eleitete Verfahren sinnlos geworden; denn in der rRechIsl-::glk_ wurde da.s alte, von Milosevic regierte Jugoslawien zerstért, withrend die neuen
eingel dic Nachfolge Jugoslawiens und damit die Entschidigungen nicht mehr beanspruchen kénnen. Zusitzliche 10 Mrd. US-Dollar gehen
Liachti:lnbelza;ung des Belgrader Wirtschaflsprofessors und SPS-Mannes Oscar Kovac verloren, weil die anderen ex-jugoslawischen Republiken
gﬁlﬁgﬂﬁmmwimc Eigentumsitcl z.B. an Immobilicn nicht mehr mit Belgrad verhandeln mussen. Der Kostunica-Brief kam dem Land viel teurcr

2u stehen als Hilfen von auswits je geplant waren.

Die Helfer

_Stabilititspakt, den ab 1.1.2002 Erhard Busek koordil]ien':_n wirfd, OSZE-Richtlinien, EU-Programmen ete. tummeln sich

rInnen und US-Amerikanerinnen am Balkan. In Serbien sind diese "Helfer" unmittelbar nach dem Wahlsieg der DOS

7 % len Programme fur den Infrastrukturaufbau (freilich ohne tber Entschadigungen fur die Zerstorungen im Krieg reden zu

tingefallen. Sie El:lswl el fur Mcdien, politische Parteien, Justiz- und Polizeiapparate und behandeln die drtlichen Fachkriifte je nach deren

Wollen), machen mqmtnﬂgﬁm ebene oder Feinde, Der Autor dieses Beitrages war selbst Anfang Dezember 2001 auf cinem vom Stabilitiitspakt mit

_ liDnSWl]]! pkeit als Un dﬁs sich die Neuschreibung der Geschichte des Balkans zur Aufgabe gestellt hatte. Unter Anleitung bekannter

oo erten Seminar Z?Eﬁgfw"f; Edgar Hosch und Peter Bartl wurde am Belgmde}' Gog1ha-1nstitul die Umschreibung der Geschichte diskutiert.

U her Balkanhistor! kfdl' Veranstaltung war €s u.a., #hnlich wie es fir Schlcqwn eine deutsch—Fohnsc?c Schulbuchkommission gibt auch fiir den
‘.lillagchmchcnc{s Ziel r:t;ﬁ‘:'“ der Geschichte mitmischen zu kénnen. Noch gibt es l_:laﬂ.lr allerdings keine gemeinsame Grundlage, vor allem nicht
alkay b:idcé-HZUI;:ngcitgeﬂhi chtc desN ATO-Krieges einzuschitzen ist: als AngrifT gegen Jugoslawien oder als Beginn der Befreiung des

iber, wie die jon,
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hre hin
noch, dass die értlichen Fachleute zunchmend
wiegen kénnen,

"Belgrads neue Mitgliedschaft in der UNO kostet dem Land Milliarden”
Das Interview mit Oscar Kovac in der "Volksstimme" kannst Du hier nachlesen:

ry=all&id=1010830101

http:/rwww. vorstadtzentrum net/c i-bin/joesb/news/viey cws.cgi?calepo
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ichtweise, von der "internationalen Wertegemeinschafl” fur ihre cigene Legitimitat eingefordert, im Bcwusst_scm
C icfilich der Sifentlichen Meinung durchsetzen wird, bleibt indes fragwiirdig. Die Verheerungen des Krieges
aus sichtbare und psychologische Spuren hinterlassen, die mit Seminaren nicht aufgehoben werden kénnen. Dazu kommt
¢ vor Augen gefithrt bekommen, filr wen die ganzen Hilfsprogramme in erster Linie bestimmt sind: I_Ilr
die Beraterlnnen aus dem Westen, die dicke Gehiilter und Vierrad getriebene PKW erhalten und sich noch dazu selbstgefillig in der Pose der Helfer
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Nico Steijnen

From: Despotovic, Ruza <despot@wish.net>
To: Nico & Neeltje Steijnen <n.h.van.holst@freeler.nl>; Hans Hupkes <hans.hupkes@planet.nl>
Sent: donderdag 24 januari 2002 14:42

Subject: Fw: Molba

----- Original Message -----

From: Miroslav Antic

To: 'Despotovic, Ruza'

Sent: Thursday, January 24, 2002 11:37 PM
Subject: RE: Molba

Evo ide.

email webmaster@warfacts.org.yu

http:/Awww warfacts.org. yuftourofduty/index.html

mika

NATO LOSSES IN THE AGRESSION ON FRY, You can e-mail us here
®Puntil april 28., yoivi T s
The [ollowing are Lhe official NATO losses dala released geivilian infrastructure
Wby Lhe Press Service of Lhe Yugoslavian ariny: imedia war
gt short history lessons
m.’urcratts .................... 16 R
I " Helicopters ...eevenacvsnsnans 4]
- unmanned aircraft ....ocvcens 8

Cruise missiles ......... paaas 182
I The following is unofficial data gathered from

various cross-refferenced sorces.

March 24

20:20 Mt. Cicavica

§ 5. 20:35 near Titel NATC plane that was hit with an air to
a;r missile fired by MiG-2% pilot Nebojsa Nikelic.
A;rplahe erashed several minutes later.

7. 20:18 ML. Jasliebac German Tornado.

ATO aircraft hit with an AA misslile

vac One N
4. Near kaza’l Further destiny of the

fired by apilot slebodan Peric.
plane is not Known.

5. 21:30 Kosovo
March 25

ea According to Greek military sources,

g
EQEES:32r2d:igti:gisterﬂd "MBYDAY" calls from MATO

alrecraft.

7. Read 6.

€. 01:00 airfleld Rajlovacs carajevo Emergency landing of

27-0102




L -

3. 232:00 Mt Fruska ¢ 2
b sonis Ruma.‘ bora 2 F/A-18 Hornets that crashed 11

10. 23:10 Read 9.

1l. 23:30 Area between Pristina and Podujevo

March 26

1?1 17:20 willage Donja Trnova, 15km southwest of
B}jcljlna, Republic of Srpska Mmcrican F-15E. Crew was
killed. The planc was shot down by a MiG-21.

March 27

13. Arocund 01:00 Mt. Maljen Cerman Tornado. Crew ejected
and landed in the vicinity of the village Konjevici, near
Cacak, where they were captured.

14. Mear Pec.

15. Arocund 03:00 area between Vrutak and Kremna, near
Uzice.

16. Around 03:20 area between Vrutak and Kremna, near
Uzice SFOR helicopter with 22 soldiers on board. After a
short gunfight with the Yugoslav infantry unit, helicopter
was dectroyed by Strela-2M portable SAM. Mo zurvivers,

17. Morth of Sombor One MATO airplane hit. Mo further
information.

18. Before morning Ion sea According to Creek military
sources, there were three regictered "MAYDAY" messages.
One from Dutch F-16, one from American F-15% and a third
from one French ailrcraft (probably Mirage 2000}.

12. Read 18.
20. Read 18.

21. 15:50 Djeneral Jankovle, near Macedonian border
Canadian EF/A-12 Hornet. Plane crashed on the Macedonian
territory.

22. Around 17:00 near Budjanovci.

23. 20:55 Budjanovecl F-117A,; serial number HO AF 02/006.
Pilot Cpt. Ken 'Wiz' Dwelle was rescued, according to
MATO. Aircraft shot down by Col. Cwvozden Djukic's air
defenze unit.

24, 22:30 Macedonian border Rezcue helicopter shot down.

March 28

55, 02:50 Zabrdjc, ncar Bijcljina Mozt probably an
Rmérican F=1%., Pilot was killed. Seme sources say that it

was in fact an F-117!

. e ar Bijeljina SFOR helicopter HH-6U Pave Hawk
ii;hui;UEOTgicrs on beoard. Only two crew mombcors survived,
¥ 2=

27. Loznica rcgion. Pilot cjected.

28, 03:00 Gornji Milanowvac. Pilot cjeccted.

59, 1g:00 Bijcljina Adrcratt hit over Yugoslavia crashed
in Boznia.

30. 22:30 Maccdonian border Recocuc helicopter shot down.

31. 23:50 Prictina.

32, 23:5% Mt. Pastrik, near Prizrena Mircratt crashed in

Macedonia.

Pagc 20t 19
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33. 03:0

0 village Cakove, near Sombor. Pozsible UAV.

34. 01:30 near Pale,
that it waz either p-
but found dead later

Republic of Srpska Some zources zay
.

15 or F-16, American. DPilot ejected
©on. His neck wasz broken.

March 30

35, n:qund Ul:00 ncar Virpazar British Harrier. Piloec
¢jocted but was zoon captured.

Je6. Nround 01:00 nea
one aireratt that wa

further information.

r Virpazar With the sccond missile,
5 in Harrier's cocort was hit. Mo

37, 02:30 Mt. Cor Aircraft hit over Cer mountain crached
in Bogonia.

38. 0B:00 Succin

3%, 16:30 ncar Vranjc Tornada. Crouw ejected.

10. 23:30 Prizron Mirplanc crached on Mt. Sara (Sar
planina).

11. Beforc midnight ncar Aleksinac (UAV).

March 31

| 42. Evening near Cnjilane F-117 crashed in Macedonia After
| being hit.

| 43. 18:00 Rezcue helicopter with 20 commandos on board.

| 44, Sirig, north of MNovi Sad Cerman Ternado. Crew ejected
and captured shortly After that.

45. 22:30 Mt. Tara. 46. 22:45 Mt. Tara NATD rescue
helicopter CH-53 with 25 commandos. Mo survivors.

April 01

’ 47, 01:00 Mt. Tara NATO (poscibly SFOR) helicopter CH=53
| Stallion with 25 crew members. Mo survivors.

A8. 03:05 Airficld Plcso, Zagreb Crash-landing of cne
damaged F-117M.

A4, O7:00 HKosovo Adrcratt hit over Keosevo crashed inkte
suburban arca of Skopje.

April 03

50. 19:30 Banja Luka region One F-16 seen over the town
I zpewing thiclk, black smoke.

19:45 Hovi Sad pircraft damaged during the attack on
céd'e bridge "Most Slobode". Alirplane crashed near
E pilot captured.

£l.
Nowvi
Stara [azova.

April 04

ncar Uzice One NATO aircraft damaged
g i o full
~in-18 llornct). Aircraft drepped two _
(most probablg E;ﬁcéiatcly After that, touched with onc of
fuel tanks a;ogcr linc. It ig not known whether the planc
its wings 2 L

cracshed or not.

52. pefore midnight

April 05

53. 02:20 Obrenovac

270102
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54. 03:03 Zlatibor

iﬁ. Eveni?g between Dolove and Banatzke Novo Selo, near

dZEceuo Rargraft downed by Lt.Col, Zoran Damnjanovic's air
Ense unit. There are zome indications that a X

plane was szhot dowun as well, 7E ERRE ancther

55. il:OO Mt. Fruzka Cora Cne NATO plane downed. Pilot

elected near 'DPobeds! factory and was soon captured. Most

likely F-117A. | cprared. dost |

57. 20:00 Movi Sad During the attack on Movi Zad's

" - ]

;ELEl]" bridge, one Cerman Tornadec was shot down. Crew '
ejected and was captured shortly After. F

April 06

58, 02:30 Alckzinace Dutch F-16.

59. 04:20 Mt. Frucka Gora Buring the attack
TV towcr, one planc was downed. Pilot cje
in the viecinity of village Remete. Therce i
suggesting that it was an F-117.

Crveni Cot
and landed
fermation

5]
ot

o]

a0

6U. Nfter midnight Pristina MATO plane waz hit while over
the town. Mircraft crashed on Mt. Sara, necar Skopleo.

61. 05:00 south of Frucka Gora Two NATO reseuc helicoptors
with zoldierz on board.

62, Read 61.

63. Mter midnight village Svinjare, necar Kosovoka
Mitrovica.

64. 11:10 Mt. Skopcka Crna Gora Two MATO SAR helicopters
with 40 commandos on board. Mo survivors.

65. Rcad 61,

66. After midnight Yugoslav-flbanian border (Montencgro)
MATO helicopter with 20 soldiers and onc reccued pilot on
board. MNe curvivors.

67. 23:30 Vozdovac, Belgrade Dogtight between Yugoslaw
Mig-21 and US F-15. F-15 crashed necar Avala mountain.
Confirmed by an eycwitnesc.

April 07

68. 00:00 Near Prizstina COne NMNATO aireraft hit which headed
in flamez toward Macedonla. Mear Skopszka Crna Gora, one
plane was seen in flames and After that, a powerful
explosion was heard with a huge blast. It is assumed that

the aircraft crashed.

9. 02:00 Podgorica French Mirage 2000. Missile missed but
pilot ejected anyway.

90. 22:30 Kosovo Alrplane hit over Kosovo craszhed near
Skopje.

night near Pristina American UAY Hunter shot

71. Before mid Brajan Vukicevic's air defense unit

down by Lt.Col.
72. Before midnight Liig
April OB

in Tornado. Crew captured.
_— s 4miaht near Nis Gorman
13, pfter midnign

4. 12:40 Kosove nircratt crached near Skopje.

April 09

75. 23:30 Tvanovo, NE3F pelgrade. 2

2701402
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April 10

16. 02:00 Batajniea INTQ rescue hel

5 ; icopter 5 down q
crashed inte Danube. oR shot down and

. 15:15 Suva Reka region Crached ncar Kumanowve.

4. Before midnight near Mig.

April 11

79, 00:12 Backi Brestovac, near Crvenka Cerman. Mozt
rebably Tornade. |

€0. 01:00 between Sombor and Odzaci.

€1. 11:20 Kosove NATO alrcraft shot down by Major Stojan |
Eimijonovic'zs air defenze unit. Plane crashed in l
Macedonia.

April 12

92. 00:21 Bectween Belgrade and Panceve.

zla Britizh Sea Harrieor.
1lot killed. Pireraft was hit over Zrenjanin, where he

- 21:30 village Osmaci, near Tu=
11
cttizoned its fuel tanks.

u
g
p
E
|

€1. Before midnight Kosovo German URY CL-299.

April 13

85, After midnight near Batajnica airfield.
| 6. After midnight Jabuka, north of Pancevo.
| 87. 01:00 Qlujci.

{ €¢. After midnight near Srbinje (ex Foca), Bosnia Pilot
killed.

89. After midnight village Kadijina Cesma, near Tuzla,

20. After midnight Bela Crkwva, near Vrzac Probably
Harrcier.

91. 23:00 Jabuka road, Pancevo.

R

April 14

. Nfter midnight Kosovo Polic German UAV CL-289,

=]
=

a3, (00:10 Priboj.
04. morning Kogove German UAY CL-289,

idni glav- 3 fucl
midnight Yugeclav-Remanian border. Two
Eiérftgﬁé scvcrgl other F-15 parta found. Mo fucther
information.

| gg. (9:00 Crashed in Lopare, ncar Tuzla.
. - -
97, 10:00 Sirig, north of Novi Sad Areraft crashed near
3, H A i

¥ din agronomic well. Pilot cjected and captured.
lamendin "

48, 10:05 Near Bclgrade.

99, 11:50 Crashed ncal Meczaric.

i 100. 12:00 Dcbrea, viadimirci district.

| April 15

101. 00:00 grusevac E-16-

27-01-02




102. D1:42 Dobovac, near Uzice.
103. 01:45 Avala mou 1 =
g Mt ety ntain, south of Belgrade Confirmed by

104. Ql1:59 Dobovac, near Uzice.

105. 02:00 Kulsa.

106. 02:00 Meacr Friboj.

107. 03:00 Mt. Bjelasnica, Boznia.

109. 12:43 Vladimirci, near Sabac.

10%. 19:30 Podgorica Tornado. Airplane zhot down by Lt.

Zdravke Bankovie, with L70 Bofors RBircraft crazhed into
Lake Shkadar. According to zome other info, plane was sghot
own by Lt. Coran Ratkeovic.

110. 19:35 Podgorica French Mirage 2000. Airplane zhot
down by Lt. Zdravke Bankovie, with L70 Befars. Plane
crashed on Rumija mountain. Pilot sjected and captured
shortly after. According to zome other info, plane was
ghot own by Lt. Coran Ratkowvwic,

111. 19:45 near Podgorica One MATO aircraft shot down by
soldier Predrag Deonic with Strela-IM portable SAM. [ilot

ejected and landed in the village of Kruze where he waz
captured.

112. 23:30 alirfield Petrovec, Skopje Crazh-landing of one

heavily damaged A-10. Plane waz hit with two portable
ShAMs,

April 16

113. 1/:30 socuthorn Kosovo N-10 shot down by soldier
Dragan Petrovic with portable SNM. Plane crashed on
Maccdonian teorritory, ncar thé bordcr post Dobelde.

114. 19:51 Podgorica Tornado.
115, 22:45 Mew Beolgrade [Movi Becograd).
116. £3:11 Pancevo.

117. 23:1% Podgoriea French Mirage 2000.

April 17

118. 03:17 Mt. Skopska Crna Cora, Macedonia British Sea
Harrier.

119. 11:00 Milesev Do, near Prijepolja Probably British
Sea Harrier.

120. 14:30 Urosevac Airplane crashed 4 km into Macedonian
t;rritcry. near the village Tanugeveci. Pilot killed.

121. 17:08 Bogatic One Tornade crashed on Fruska Gora
mountain.

= ts
2. cerevic, Fruska Cora Several ,trgctutal pac
122' 2“’;2 ai;czafé were found. Plane was hit and damaged
of TEEH;Ed in flames, while spewing thick, black_smuke
igiarzaCroatian alrspace, where it probably crashed.
WE

123, 22:10 Loznica Airceaft hit with two mizsiles crashed
in éosnla-

evo One aircraft hit with Strela-2M
104, 2acal nea;mﬁ1;iately after that, plane jettisoned
poftable SAM. nd headed for Ljubovija. Several minutes
it's fuel tanks i estplosion was heard. Aireraft crashed
i:iiré atpow:rf;ovnza. Crash confirmed by Yugoslav border

ratunac, e

patrol and lecal villagers-

April 18
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125, 00:50 Mountain Skopzcl

d Crna G z i &
N~-1C crached Afte Gora, Macedonia. onc Us

L being hit over Kozovo.

1:6,_00:51 airfieldq Petrovee, Skopje Crash landing ot one
heavily damaged A-10 Thunderbelt I,

127. Q0:8% Kocovska Mitroviea.

128. 02:00 Pristina (unv).

nircrqft hecaded toward Sarajeve airfield but crashed in
the village Crviea, near Skelani, in the Republic of
Stpcka.

129. around 3:00 Me. Povlen Onc Tornado was damaged.

130. 16:10 Mt. Cicevica, near Prictina Blew up while |
airborne. Most probably an r-18. I

131. 16:15 Mt. Ciceviea, near Prictina Blew up while |
airborne.

132. 19:00 necar Pristina Planc crached on Mt. Cicaviea.
133. before midnight near Tuzla Nmerican UMV Predator.
134. 22:30 Jelovski Kamen, ncar Tetove Tornado.

135, 23:00 airficld Rajlovac, Sarajevo Crash-landing of
one Danish F-16. Planc was damaged by a SnhM.

April 19
136. After midnight village Jegunovee, near Tetovo. Cerman
UAY CL-2B9.
137. 10:20 Tetovo, Macedonia Tornado.
138. 14:01 Kumanove, Macedonia.

132. Smederevo During the attack on the bridge in
Emedereve, one aircraft shot down by a SAM.

140. 23:00 Mt. Velili Jastrebaec.

141. Z23:30 Mt. Velilki Jastrebac NATO helicopter with
rescue troops.

142. 2B:15 Urosevac.

| April 20

143. 02:30 Mt. Rudnik, Topola.
144. 03:15 Mt. Rudnik, village Cumic.
145. 19:00 Gornjec Stanovee, ncar Yucitrn URV.

116. £3:00 Ncar Vranje.

147. 23:30 Mt. Jastrecbac Reccuc helicopter.
i - i - iel tanks found filled
| i, 23- necar Beocin Two F-15 fue
: l?iﬂ gjiigt holes. Mirerait crashed in the arca betwecon
wi

| Vukovar and Osijck.

April 21

Fruska Cora One MATO plane damaged. Several

149, 16:00 Mt- aft crashed in Croatia.

parts were found. Alrcr

1 30mm RAA

” Belgrade Hit with severa

%iz- 23:4qu°hg?:f§;d ingo Lipovica forrest (Lipeovicka
928 rounds. =

Buma) Confirmed by an eyewltness.

April 22

27-01-02
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125. 00:50 Mountain Sko
“Opcka Crna Gora, Maccdoni A @
MA-10 crashed After being hit ever Hcsévo. e bne s

126. 00:51 dirficld Petrovee, s j
; kopje Crash landi
hecavily damaged h-10 Tnundaréolt ?g. X 19 ek one

127. 00:5% Kozovska Mitroviea,
128, 02:00 Pristipa (Unvy .
129. around 3:00 Mt.
Mreratt headed tewar

the village Crviea,
Srpzka.

Povlen One Tornado was damaged.
d Sarajeve airficld but crached in
near Skelani, in the Republic of

130, 1e:10 M, Ciceviea, necar Pristina Blow up while
airbornec. Most probably an F-16.

131. 16:15 Mt. Ciceviea, near Prictina Bleow up while
airborne.

132, 19:00 ncar Pristina Plane crached on Mt, Cicavica.
133. before midnight near Tuzla Nmerican URY Predator.
| 134. 22:30 Jelovski Kamen, ncar Tetove Tornado.

135, 23:00 airficld Rajlevac, Sarajevo Crach-landing of
onc Danigh F-16. Planc waz damaged by a ShM.

| April 19
136. After midnight village Jegunovece, near Tetove. Cerman
UAY CL-Z8%.
137, 10:30 Tetovo, Macedonia Tornade.
138. 14:01 Kumanovo, Macedonia.

139. Smederevo During the attack on the bridge in
Smederevo, one aircraft shot down by a SAM.

140. 23:00 Mt. Veliki Jastrebac.

141. 23:30 Mt. Veliki Jastrebac NATO helicopter with
rescue troops.

142. 23:15 Urosevac.

/ April 20

143. 02:30 Mt. Rudnik, Topola.
i 144. 03:15% Mt. Rudnik, village Cumic.
145. 19:00 Gornje Stanovec, necar Vuecitrn UAV.
146. 23:00 Near Vranje.
147, 23:30 Mt. Jastrchac Reccue helicopter.

24:50 near Beocin Twe F-15 fuel tanks found filled

118. bullet holes. Aircraft crashed in the arca between

with
Vukewvar and Osijck.

Bpril 21

lane damaged. Several N R
4 Fruska Gora One MATO p = J &
;:3;315;33 ?;.;nda Aircraft craghed in Croatia. i
Belgrade Hit with several 30mm ARA
d into Lipovica forrest (Lipovichka
itness.

150. 23,40 Vozdovac,
Praga rounds. Crashe o
Suma) Confirmed by an Y

Apmil'Eﬁ




420, Wu:igs WElovars Rescue nelicoprer

152. 01:20 Lipoviea,

killed, near Belgrade Res

hoclicopter capture

e
153. Sonta, necar Apatin American UMY Predator.

154. 18:00 Kurzumlija Wreckage found in town's vicinity,

. — :
155. 18:05 Hurzumlija Wreckage tound in Lebane region.

April 23

156. 02:29 Makisz, Belgrade.

157, 04:20 area between Surcin and Jakovo.

158. 04:40 Lipovica, near Belgrade Reszcue helicopter.
158. 15:00 near Priztina One MATO plane damaged. Several
parts were found on the zcene. While spewing thick, white
smoke, aireraft headed for Albania where it most probably

crashed.

160. 15:10 Orlane, 15km northeast of Pristina.

April 24

lel. 03:55 Frugka Gora mountain.

162. 01:40 Pristina.

163. 04:40 Dimitrovgrad.

164. 14:45 Pristina Crashed near the village of Bucinje.
165. 18:05 necar Pristina Crashed near Laplje Sclo.

166. Boka Kotorska {(UAV).

16%7. Mt. Kukavica, ncar Leskevac Pilot captured.

April 25

168. After midnight near Pristina Crashed near the willage
of Lipovica.

169, 14:38 Novi Sad.

170. Kosovo Cne AH-64 Apache captured by Yugoslav army
troops.

April 26

171. 00:37 mountalin Zlatibor.

172. 04:30 Zenica, Bosnia Harrier (probably Britich).

173. 04:15 Macedonia

i raf - damaged
lowi Sad Onec MMATO aircraft hit and
boicvcl flight. Immediatcly Nfter that, a thick
spewing out of it. Planc crashed ncar

174. 12:50
while in low
black smoke started
Cgijck, Croatia.

i thecast of Tirana AH-64 Apachc. Crow
175, 22:00 i?uitdﬁoﬁclicoptﬁf was probably hit during the

cocaped unil i
- osarc border post.

attack on K
k on busincsg
~r Bclgrade During the attac
nc;raircgaft was chot down by Alckzsandar
n”uM micsile (Lt.Col. Momir Ivkovic's air

176. Kumodraz,
center "Usce"y ©
Ruzie wigp Strelild”
defense ynit) .

T, 24:30 Movi Sad

april 27

cuc hclicopter. Crew

Pagc 8 of 19
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1 15 . 01:45 Mt Frus ka Co a ne da'm,a ed air ]an dropped
e w L &} g i = e FE
its Pa”load Near Croati a b f
-:- ]:.-I' & i Jillage E‘alaca, not far from

179. 10:57 near airfield Petrovec, Skopje.
180. Around 17:00 near
in the woods of Mt.
of the plane was

?rokuplje Filot ejected and landed
Pasjaca, south of Prokuplije. Wreckage

found in the Jovine Liv i 1
il gy ivade region, on Mt.

181. 17:15 Beli Kamen, near Prokuplie :
\ 1 rokupl Wrecka ur
the hill near Berilje. B S S

182. Mt. Zlatibor region Pilot ejected.

183. 22:45 Pristina AH-64 Apache helicopter.

April 28

181. Around 11:00 necar Podgorica Pilet cifeccted.

185. Around 14:30 ncar Bcranc.

1B6. Arcund midnight wvillage Norovo, ncar Krucevo,
Macedonia Crow of two cjected and landed on top ot the
trecs. Later on, NATO rescuc unit picked them up.

187. Aftecrnoon region between willages of Velika Sabanta
and Gornja Pcclica Onc MATO planc hit and damaged while in
low level flight. Adrcraft dropped itz payload and headed
for Crni Vrh. Mo further information.

April 29

182. 00:48 Topcider, Belgrade.
189, 00:56 Podgorica.

120. Region of Macedonian-Albanian border town Debar:
Plane crashed in Albania.

121. Around 01:00 hill Vodno, near Skopje Plane crashed in
the woods of Mt. Vedro, near Skopje.

192, Around 01:40 near Zemun According to storles of
eyewitnezses, two MNATQ aircraft were shot down.

123. Read 192.

124. 11:15 Samckov, 40 km southwest of Skopje According to
storiez of eyewitneszes, the crew of two was found
carbonized.

195. 16:05 Konjarnik, Belgrade Rccording to =some, this did
not happen. However, there are plenty, both eyewitness and
reliable sources reports.

195. 16:35 Pancevo.

197. Village Bistrica, near veles{ Macedonia According to
syewltnesses, one plane, spewing nlacg smoke, dropped Ewo
missiles and headed benind the mountain. Immediately After
that, a powerful eiplosion was heard from that direction
zo it is assumed that the plane crashed.

1gg, 22:40 Avala mountain, south of Belgrade.

190, 23:57 gimanavel, northeast of Belgrade Plane crashed
in Kupinovo.

April 30

. 20 km southcaat of Belgrade

200, pround 232:15 Grockds < .
= N plhe = sam alse a S e

According to cycwitncuscs, there was als b

Beep,

27-01-02
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May uy

201. 11:50 Zvornik.

202. 14:15 Pdriaty
:1 . € zea, 40 km from Brindiszi : =
AV-8B. Pilot ejected and was it iae :eacued_vl American USMC

May 02

4 k; ¥ e

ioj'-hrOLnd 92:05 village Nakucani, southwest of Sabac
merican F-14CG. Pilet feccued, according to NATO.
Mreratt downed by Col. Gvozden Djukic's air defense unit.

204. Around 4:00 village Makueani 2 NATO helicopterz with
rescue trocps.,

o)

205. Read 204,

206. Around 12:00 Southern Kosove A-10 Thunderbelt IT.
Plane waz shot down by Cpt. Vojislav Krstovie [Lt.Col-.
Brajan Vukicevic's air defonse unit) with portable ShM.
Scveral structural parts were found (enginc cowling and
armor plates) and televised on naticnal TV. Wreckage of
the planc was found near Tetove, in Macecdonia.

207. 16:80 airficld Petrovec, Skepje Crash landing of ene
heavily damaged A=10.

208, 18:00 ncar airficld Petrovec Crash-landing of onc A-
10. Many cyewitncsooos reported that the aircraft appeared
to have scricus damage to one of its engines (right cnginec
relative to the pilot) and a wing. Scveral misziles were
ctill attached to the underwing pylons, creating a danger
of cxplesion and a panic among lecal rezidents. The pilot
of the airecraft was reported to have been injured., Somo 40
minutes Nfter the erash, the aireraft was towed by a MATO
vchicle to the Petrovee airport.

208. 12:15 Umka, near Belgrade Necording to cycwitnesses,
two parachutes seen in the cky. From reliable szources, onc
pilot, an Amecrican, around 30-years old was captured in
Mostaniea, After 2 hours of pursuit. He was on a recon
miczcien to photograph a bridge in Ostruzniea.

210. 12:20 Read 2009.

May 03

211. 21:45 Movi Sad During the attack on Movi Sad TV, one
aircraft was hit and damaged. Shortly after that, a thick,
black smoke started =zpewing out of 1t so it is assumed
that the plane crached in the wicinity.

212. 23:45 Lake Ohrid, Macedonia According to
eyewitnesses, one alrcraft crashed in Lake Ohrid. NATO
forces later on, pulled the wreckage out of the water.

May 04

213, 02:10 airbase in Italy Crash landing of one heavily
toasdad P11 wk NATO's joint

od F-117A Night Hawk. Later on, :
2§$E?~ion concluded that the plane is damaged beyend
:gp;;;, hence recalled trom active serviee.

214, 21:50 Srbinjc (cx Focal, Republic of Scpska.
215, 23:10 Prictina A-10 Thundcrbolt II.

May 05

asta One plane hit and damaged.

216. 01:30 pajina B Bosnian territory.

Mrerart erashed on

east of Tirana AH-64 Apache. Pilot
;i;;qs clazsified report cited a SAM
for the crash.

217,
and gﬁﬂrning 75 km
hit ap

Nher killed.
a pozsible reason

27-01-02
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May 06

cfore midnight Proae

vo UM g
etween Bujano UAV. Remains found in the

vac and Presove.

May 07

2l9. 02:00 Ekopje, Macedonia.

20. 14:30 Mo
ti_h,’;}“ Novi Sad one NATO aircraft during the attack on
;é:;; vz?ac; Plane continued itg flight toward Sabac,

bt a { ::n_‘- T + e 2

“afhe?i : c ""T]-?- .It waz confirmed later that the plane
Lag in the vicinity of Sabac.

a6 =M

1 Datvraes T
&3 uctteen 2:43 and 4:30 area around Mis Cne plane
azhed in the vicinity of Swvrljig.

2% -
222. Cne plane crashed near Sicevo.
e - e " s
- One plane crazhed in the village of Malca.

224. One plane crached near Dirot.

225. One plane crazhed near Leslkowvac. Reports say that
captured pilot was Canadian {probably CF-18 Hornet]).

May 08

226, 03:415 Banjica, Belgrade.

27. Mrtield Petrovee, Skopje Crash landing of one
cavily damaged B-2N After a direct hit by Yugoslaw air

Ecnce.

adomn

228. 11:00 MNig Nfter the attack on the bridge in the
center of Mis, onc aircraft was shot down and crashed on
Suva mountain.

May 10

¥

Fii) 38
yewl

Lo o]

3:05 Avala mountalin, Belgrade Confirmed by an
ness.

]

May 11

230. 00:00 Grdelieca, near Mia Onc Tornado shot down.

231. 11:00 Batajnica, noerthwest of Beclgrade Adreratt
crached north of Danubc river.

232. 12:40 Gruza, 15km southwest of Kragujevac Mirecraft

crashed on Gledicke mountain, between villages of
Bajcectine and Cestina.

233, 15:00 Area between Banovel and Jakovo.

May 12

235, 15:00 Kosovo.

23¢. 15:15 MNis 2 NATO aircraft, After being hit, crashed
in Bulgaria.

237. Read 236.

& ding to
238, 23: i{llage Vaksince, near Kumanovo Accor g
L onz out of four aireraft in formation,
ing altitude and with thick, black

crashed.

eyewltneszes,
suddenly gtarted los
smoke spewing out of 1t,

239. 00:00 Loznica lecraft erashed on Mt. MajEVicaf in

) 27-0102




s A,

240. 00:00 Fruska Gora mountain.

May 132

241, 04:25 pear Mova Pa
Mreraft then hea

poople killed.,

Zo6va Onc B-52Y4 hit and damaged.
ded toward Dobanovei where it crashed. 17

2142. Nround 5:00 Rakovica,

ncar Belgrade sous i
captured. 17 soldiere g Rescuc helicopter

killed, 3 captured.
243. 7:25 Kicove, Macedonia.
244. Around 12:00 village Klokot, nec

CL-289% shot down
unit.

ar Vitina French UAV
by Lt.Col. Brajan Vukicevie's air defense

g1b. 11:23 Stara Pazova One French Mirage (probably Mirage
2000) chot cown. Pilot captured.

216. 16:00 Mountain Sara, Yugozslav-Macedonian border.

247. Around 19:00 village Biba, ncar Urosevaec American UAY
Predator. Downing footage chown on Radie Televisien of
Serbia.

248. Mt. Mokra Gora, village Istek, 1bkm northcact of Pec
Mhmerican UMV made by Bocing Corporatien. Video capturc
shown on Radio Television of Serbia.

May 14

242. 14:40 Mt. Rudnik region Two MATO alrcraft hit.
Immediately After that, they jettisoned their fuel tanks
and headed toward Bosnian airspace. 250. Read 249. 251.
Djakovica region Pmerican A-10, After being hit by
Yugoslav alr defense, crashed on Sara mountain, near
Albanian berder.

252. 19:20 Niz One MNATO aircraft hit. Pilot ejected and
landed in the vicinity of village Brenice.

253. 23:30 Nis One French Crecerelle UAY zhot down.

May 15

254, 11:15 Banoveci, near Belgrade Alrcraft crashed near
Lisicji Jarak.

255, 13:40 Padincka Skecla, ncar Belgrade Aircraft crached
ncarc OpO‘JO 5

256, Mear Kurcumlija Danich F-16 hit and damaged. Mlreratt
probably erashed on Mt. Kopaonik.

May 16

»57. Kosovo Cerman UAV CL-289.

: illage Izvor near_Veles, Macedonia One NATO
Ehi 20'00h:élno% far fr;m the willage. Pllot ejected and
ieked up by the helicopters near the place
Ha?isgoguia Incident reported and confirmed by numerous
calle .

eyewitnesses and local police HQ.

plane cras

May 17

259. g1:30 cacak.

cn Beemen and Ugrinevei One aireratt

280, 13:12 areca DQtWCking Batajnica airficld.

hot down whilc attac

261, Macedonia

13:30 Skopicr

Page 12 0f 19
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b2, Pester platsay pan

- 23U American uay
reconnalssance vorsion of ﬂGM-Ha'“Eg:QIGLng SRy
P —
~§:. lb:JO arca between Brestovilk
Mirage 2000 that crashed
Pilot c¢jccted and

1k and Smedereve Onc French
; on a highway Belgrade-Obrensvac.
captured shertly after.

May 18

2G4. 03:45 Fruska Gora mountain.

o i e 5
| 265. Zvornik. Rezcue helicopter.

May 19
266. Around 17:00 village Talinovee, ncar Uroscvac
Mmerican UMV Predater serial number AF 95 021.

267. Nround 12:00 Urocevae UAV that crached in the city
area.

May 20

ra

62. 01:00 Vozdovae, Belgrade Confirmed by an eyewitness.
269. 01:00 Surcin, Belgrade Cne B-2A. Alircraft crashed
near village Dec, DPecinci district, between Simanovel and
Kupinoveo.

270. 03:03 Borca, near Belgrade One large MATC alrcraft.
Story confirmed by numerous eyewitnesses. At 06:00 news, a
source from the federal ministry acknowledged the downing
of one large NATO bomber. Later on, it was acknowledged
that it waz a B-52H Stratofortress.

271. 03:10 Topcider, Belgrade 2 NATO jet fighterz that
were probably an escort for the bomber.

272. Read 271.

2732. 03:28 Banjica, Belgrade Rescue helicopter with
troops.

274, 03:35 Gradiste, 17km =zouthwest of Vinkowvci, Croatia
F-16 (most probably UEZ).

275. 4:00 Mt. Cer, =southweszt of Sabac One B-5ZH
ctratofortrezs shot down aleong with its entire crew.

276. 15:10 airfield Elatina, Pristina Cerman UAV CL-289.

May 21

277, 03:00 Mt. Avala, south of Belgrade Rescuc helicopter.
278. 06:00 Pula, Croatia.

279. 0B:25 willage Buea, Gora district, Kosove Amcrican
UMV Huntecr.

280. 12:00 Kosove 2 aircraftt chot down.
2@1. Read 280.

283, 18:00 His Onc MATO aircraft shot down 1n an air to
air cngagement with Yugoslav Mir Force fighter. NATO planc

crached onte Suva mountain.

May 22

284, 00:30 area between Topcider and Rakowvica, Belgrade.

546, D110 Higan), Belgreds Conflrmed by 23 i

286. 01:12 Pruska Cora mountain.

27-01-02
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287. 01:27 are
P 2 between M :
an eyewitnesg, °n ME. Avala and Pancevo Gon:rmed by
5 : § ;
288. 02:35 Lipovica, near

reports, one B-52 Belg

H Stratefertr

rade According to reliable
ess shot down.

ra

89. 0Z:40 Hotez, Eelgrade.
290. 03:26 Un.

291. 04:10 Subotiea p—
in Hungary. : Cne heavily damaged NATO plane crazhed

292, 12:00 Guncati, Belgrade.

223. Around 14:30 Leskovac Cne aircraft hit while

attacking Leskovac sportz airfleld, Rirplane started

smckipq and headed for Bulgarian alrspace. Later confirmed
that it crashed in Bulgaria.

294, Area of the village Klina, east of Pec A-10
Thunderbolt II.

285. 189:10 Prokuplje Aircraft crashed in the village of
Vodice.

May 23

286, 01:00 Mandjeles, near Sremska Mitroviea.
297. Diencral Jankovic, ncar Maccdonian border Mmerican

Hunter UMV that crashed on the Macedonian territory ncar

Blace border wvillage. Report contirmed by Macedonian TV Al
and HATC command.

298. Yugoclav-Mazcedonian border One URV shot down and
crashed in the areca between Tetovo and Gosotiwvarc,

Moacedonia-

264, Mcar St. Pctka (Sveta Pectka) monastery Canadian. Most
probably CL-289.

May 24

300. 16:00 Movi Sad F-16.

May 25

301, 03:00 Belgradce.
402, Between villages Dragomance and Kaince, necar
Kumanovo, Macedonia Aircraft was spewing thick black cmoke

boferc it ctarted lesing altitude only te crash scveral
moments later.

304, Nround 14:30 Zeleznik, Belgrade Contirmed by numerous
cycwltnesses and Radio Movesti.

404, 21:33 Zaplanje, neal Mis.

May 26

305, 00:30 Movi Sad One aircraft szhot down with a missile.
1p6. 01:10 Petrovac on river Mlava.

i i issile.

: lovi Sad One MNATC aircraft hit by a mi
iﬁ;édgééi?yrﬂfter that, plane started spewing black z=moke
and headed for Hungarian airspace where it crashed.
Confirmed by numercus eyewitnesses.

308. 01:20 Movi Sad.

Pozarevac One
2 vac on river Mlava, near
309. 01:35 Pezzi; plane was hit and After that, it
Harrif: ahiot o %uél tank over Aleksandrovac, only to crash
125211?niimiﬁlq later near Petrovac. 310. el R

27-01-02



zhot down Reports g : 1
: - R = Zay that the sre:

Biia = ; ¥ E srew ejectedy slav-

enLe:lfr lEulgarlan border. MATO heliciptei? igo-l;i

1 Aslvel¥Y on the Romanian side of the borae; - e

311. Are T =

Airccaftac?afﬁzg Nif OEE plape shot down over the town.
st near Zaplanjske Toponice. Pilot ejected.

312. 11:10 area between Koszovzka

French Crecerelle UAY ghot down.

¥itina and Letnica One

Eig.llqéff a:e? between mountains Vodno and Kitka, near
;A pje F- 6. PLlOF ejected and was soon transported by two
tATO helicopterz into a hospital in Skopje.

1 N =, 3
314. Around 23:00 village Credice, S5km east of Brcko,
Bosnia. One SFCR helicopter crashed.

315. 22:18 Mt. Avala, south of Belgrade 3 NATOG aircraft
hit énd damaged by alr defeze forces. Confirmed by an
eyewitness.

316. Read 315.

317. Read 3185.

318, 23:25 southeast of Mt. Avala.
May 27
31%. 00:00 Karaburma, Beclgradcec.

320. 01:25% Ralja, couth of Beclgrade.

321, 02:05 Batajnica, necar Belgrade.

322. 02:07 Vozdovac, Belgrade Onec MATO aircraft hit by a
miszile. Planc shot down After several AM rounds hit it
After that. Confirmed by an cyewitneccs.

323. 02:17 Mt. Avala, south of Belgrade.

324, Around 13:00 near Kumanove, Macecdonia Onc URY crached
nfrer being hit by Yugeoslav air defense over Kogovo.

426, 17:320 village Break, Kosovo Onc UMV shot down.
446, 17:30 Grebnica, Boonia.

427, 12:32 Valdanos Onc UAY shot down by Yugoslav Mavy
forces. Mircraft crashed on the read Bar-Uleinj.

May 28

378, 00:45 Nis Aircraft crashed 15km northwest of Nig.
pilot ejected.

329, 00:50 Mis Alrcraft crashed several kilometers
northwest of Nis. Pilot killed 330. 01:21 Nis 3 NATO
aircraft zhot down. Two of them craszhed in the Bulgarian
border region, southeast of MNis and the third near Razanj.
crashes confirmed by military border patrols and local
villagers.

331. Read 330. 232. Read 330. 323. 09:15 Boka Kotorska bay
One American Hunter UAY shot down by Yugoslav Mavy alr
defence.

334, 13:40 Nis Alrcraft crashed onto Selicevica mountain,
southeast of Mis. Pilot ejected.

335, Around 16:00 Colubinei, near Stara Pazova One

i direct hit. Two
exploded in the alr After a
;iigéifgrompthe escort quickly turned around and left for

Croatia. Confirmed by many eyewitnesses.

336. 21:16 Skopje, Macedonia.

May 29

o ———— - e
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331. Arounca UZ:un b‘:_"t‘r:"ﬁ"l‘r
northwest of Belgrade opne
erashed near Vojka. Pilot

H;tn}nlca and Ugrinoves,
alrcraft hit over Patadni
; s atajnica and
¢)ccted.
338, Arocund 02:00 ar
=i ca betw B y i jni
et sl R cCtn Banovo Brde and Batajnica

. ged only to crash After seve
dircect hitc over Fruzka Gora mountain. -

339, 02:13 o i

ji -bo:;él;ttumr'ga' Belgrade Onc alreratt exploded while
r \fter g { g ;

aiieg irect mizsile hit and crashed near

340. 15:45 Nig
for Sicove,
killcd.

Mireraft hit over the eity. Plane hcaded
cact of Mis but exploded on routec. Pilet

341. Around 17:00 Dramic, ncar Nevi Pazar UAV chet down.

May 30
342. 01:45 Scuth of Nis F/A-18 Hornet. Pilot killed. 343.
Scuth of Nis F/A-18 hornet. Pilot sjected and was captured
near Zitni Potek, south of Prokuplie.

344, Arcund 12:00 mountain Kitka, near Skeopje One F-16
craghed on the mountain slopes after being hit over
Kosovo.

May 31

345. Rround 04:00 necar Belgrade 2 NATO planes hit and
damaged.

346. Recad 34b.

317. Kosove 2 plancs reportedly shot down by Yugoslav alr
defenze. Cne iz reportedly A-10 Thunderbolt II.

348. Read 347.
349, Kosowvo URV.

450. NAround 12:00 ncar Skopje Onec MATQ aircratt shot down,
most probably by Yugeslav Mig-28. Pilot cjected.

351. 14:10 Sabac Onc aircraft hit by a micsile.
Immediately After that, planc jetticoned its fuel tank and
headed for Bosnia airspace. From the roport of local
villagers, planc crashed in the castern part of Besnia. By
the remains of the fucl tank, the aireratt is an P-16.
Whole incident wag televized by RTS.

June 01

3572. 22:30 Montenegro UAV shot down by Yugoslav Mavy.

June 02

453, 01:15 village Drazevac, ncar Belgrade Onc aircratt
shot down. Pilet cjected.

--—-Original Message-----

FNI?‘?%E[)OWC, Ruza [mailto:despot@wish.net]
Sent: 24, januar 2002 17:01

To: Miroslay Antic
Subject: Fw: Molba
tr:'ﬂ;t:mi podhitno ovaj hronoloski pregled na engleskom |eziku, da li ga Vi imate?
U ocekivanju Vaseg odgorora,

primite moj iskren pozdrav,
Ruza Despotovic

270102
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----- Original Message ---...
From: Despotovic, Ruza
To: Viada K SPS

Sent: Wednesday, Janua

Subject: Molba ry 23, 2002 11:35 PM

KALENDAR NATO NAPADA NA SRJ

24. mart  Pocetak NATO agresije
25.mart  Leskovac - napad na Fabriku H| “Zdravije"
27.mart  Pancevo - tedko o3teGena Fabrika aviona "Lola-Utva"
28.mart  Cadak - teSko odteéena fabrika “Sloboda"
01. april Movi Sad - sruSen most "Varadinski most”
03. april Novi Sad - sruSen most "Sloboda”
04. april Movi Beograd - gadana toplana, jedno lice poginulo
Pancevo - napad na Rafineriju nafte, dva lica poginula
05. april \ranje - napad na grad,dva lica poginula
Aleksinac - napad na centar grada,sedmoro mrtvih
Ni% - teSko o3tecena Fabrika duvana DIN Ni$§
Luéani - oitecena HI "Milan Blagojevic"
07. april Beograd - raketni napad, teSko o3teéena zgrada Viade Srbije
08, april  Cuprija - napad na grad, jedno lice poginulo
Tomnik - napad na SRC “Cigota”, troje mrtvih
09, april Kragujevac - tedko ote¢ena DOO "Crvena zastava"
11.april  Merdare - u raketnom napadu pet lica poginulo

12.april  Grdelidka kilsura - u napadu na medunarodni voz Beograd-
Solun,dvadeset mrtvih

14. april Pavlovac (Vranje)-raketni napad, jedno lice poginulo
Pancevo - teSko oSteéena DP "Petrohemija” i Azotara™
Valjevo - oSteceni objekti "Krusika"

16. april Rakovica - u raketnom napadu oStecene fabrike:"Rekord”, "DMB",
“IMR", “Minel"

Krugevac - o&tecena Fabrika "14. oktobar"
Smederevo - sruden Most Smederevo - Kovin
Nova Varo# - sruSen Most "Bistrica”
17.april  Batajnica -u raketnom napadu poginula devojéica Milica Raki¢
Baric - u raketnom napadu, oSteéena fabrika "Prva iskra"
48, april  Novi Sad - o3teéena zgrada PIV-a

19.april  Ni8-unapaduna grad, jedno lice poginulo

21, april Beograd - tesko ofteéena zgrada GO SPS

27-01-02



ylado, zamolila bih te da

22, april

23, april
25. april
27. april

28. april

30. april

02. maj

07. maj

10. maj

11. maj

17. maj

18. maj

20. maj
21. maj
25. maj
26. maj
27. maj
28. maj
29. maj

20. maj

31-maj

07. jun _

08. jun

Beograd - Sko osted
0g| U napadu tesko osteéena rezidencija predsednika SRJ

UZice - srugena Zgrada PTT-a

Beograd - napad na 2gradu RTS-a, 17 lica poginulo

Novi Sad - srusen "ZeZeljev most”

Surdulica - raketni napad na stambeni kvart, deset lica poginulo

Beograd - u raketnom napadu teko o&tecen
eo; ‘ e zgrade MUP-a, SMIP-a,
Ministarstva odbrane i General&taba, Viade Republike Srbije

Beograd -napad na stambene 2grade u ulicama Maksima Gorkog |
Vardarskoj, jedno lice poginulo

Trstenik - raketni napad, jedno lice poginulo
Sremska Mitrovica -raketni napad na grad, jedno lice poginulo
Ni5 - napad na centar grada, cetrnaestlica poginulo

Novi Beograd - napad na Ambasadu NR Kine i Hotel “Jugoslavija® Zetiri
lica poginulo

Caéak - napad na TRZ "Cer",&etvoro mrtvih

Mi5 - raketni napad,jedno lice poginulo Doljevac - raketni napad, jedno
lice poginulo

Zajed&ar - napad na skladidte Jugopetrala, jedno lice poginulo
Valjevo - raketni napad, jedno lice poginulo

Vladigin Han- raketni napad, jedno lice poginulo

Beograd- raketni napad na KBC "DragiSa MiSovi¢", Cetiri lica poginulo
Sombor - raketni napad na grad, dvoje mrivih

Sabac -raketni napad, jedno lice poginulo

Ralja - Beograd, raketni napad,tri lica peginula

Cekaviéki most - Lebane, dva lica poginula

Aleksinac - raketni napad na uZi centar grada, dvoje mrtvih
Cerovacki most (op&tina Leskovac) - jedno lice poginulo
Varvarin -u napadu na most devet lica poginulo

Novi Sad - raketni napad,zgrada RTS potpuno unistena

Nig - raketni napad, dvoje mrtvih

Beograd - Ripanj, jedno lice poginulo

Obrenovac - u napadu jedno lice poginulo

Novi Pazar -raketni napad, jedanaest lica poginulo
-Surdulica - trinaest lica poginulo

-Boljevac - u napadu irilica poginula

Novi Sad - raketni napad, jedno lice poginulo
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oval hron oloski pregled posaljes na engleskom Jeziku, treba mi za nase prijatelje i saradnike. Hvala, uz pozdrav od

27-01-02
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