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attention to the inconsistencies in the accounts given by ‘survivors’:

‘avn,

"Oric’s personal history is reason enough for doubt, but the inconsistencies in
the accounts of Smail Hodzic and Hurem Suljic are obvious as well.

“Smail Hodzic: A basketball stadium becomes a soccer stadium becom=s a

School.

"Hodzic Story 1: Hodzic first said he witnessed ambushes by the Serbs on

the road to Evornik. He was captured and then moved to a "basketball stadium
near Bratunac" and subsequently taken to the execution spot, "a large field

not far from a forest," he declared to Alexandra Stiglmayer in Die Woche of
July 28.

Hodzic Story 2: Soon thereafter, Hodzic told Roy Gutman (in Die

Tageszeitung of August 11), that he was held at the "soccer stadium in Nova Kasaba,"
from where he and others were moved to be killed, "probably in a town called
Grbavce. "

Hodzic Story 3: In the third version, told on October 4 to Aida Cerkez

of Associated Press, Hodzic went through the same experience as Oric,

Suljic and Avdic. Now he was taken to "a school in Krizevci and the executions

now took place not far from Karakaj. S

"Hurem Suljic: Murder in a school becomes beatings in a department store

Murders were conmitted at this school according to Suljic as well. On

Febrvary 16 of that year, he spoke on BBC Newsnight. Footage of a not specified
"school near Karakaj" indeed showed bullet holes, one in the ceiling and one at the
toilet. But in the elaborate coverage of Suljic in 'The Washington Post' of 6
November 1995, there isn't a word about executions in a school; there is mention
of beatings in a department store near Bratunac, a location where Suljic

supposedly was kept prisoner.

Serbian woman: A school becomes a sports complex

"Woman's Story# l: Bratunac is the location of another school where

Massacres supposedly took place, according to Robert Block in The Independent,

July, 1995. A woman is quoted. She lis supposedly an inhabitant of Serbia who

recently visited her brother-in-law, a soldier in the Bosnian Serb Army: "He and his
friends are quite open-hearted about what happened over there," she said. "They are
killing Muslim soldiers. They said that only yesterday (note: Monday, July 17)

they killed one thousand six hundred, and they estimate to have killed about

four thousand in total. They said to be in great hurry, and therefore shot

most of them."

Woman's Story# 2: A few days later, Block’s colleague Louise Branson }
of The Sunday Times brought the Serbian woman into the spotlight. Her N
husband, also fighting in the Bosnian Serb Army, mentioned mass

shootings with more than three thousand dead. But not in a school in

Bratunac. In a& sports complex.

"Up to this moment, human rights groups such as Human Rights Watch have

not been able to trace survivors of this crime. "There has to be a more detailed
investigation, in order to establish the scale of violation of human rights that

have taken place in the area of Bratunac," says their respective report.”

Grémaux and de Vries went on to quote an interview given by a Dutch
soldier, Captain Schouten:

"It is noticeable, however, that there has been little attention to the account of
Captain Schouten, although this Dutchman was the only UN military officer in
Bratunac, where he stayed for several days, at the time the alleged bloodbath

took place. Schouten, quoted in Het Parool of July 27, 1995:

"Evgrybody .is_ parroting everybody, but nobody shows hard evidence. I
notice that in the Netherlands people want to prove at all costs that genocide
ha.s.beer_: committed. (...) If executions have taken place, the Serbs have been
h;,fing it damn well. Thus, I don’t believe any of it. The day after the
collapse of Srebrenica, July 13, i
b ’ Y I arrived in Bratunac and stayed there for
days. I was able to go wherever I wanted

” te. I i
assistance; nowhere was I stopped, " PR GERESR A0), PR

http://www.srebrenica-report.com/numbers.htm




it W - . L
8 TR e A A L WEANE LR W % = T
.
.

Srebrenica Numbers pagina 6 van 27

So the official version of what happened in and around Srebrenica in
July 1995 rests heavily on the testimony of a small number of
individuals who contradicted themselves. Others who have spoken to
the media have also given accounts that test credibility to the limits
- for example, a report for BBC Newsnight in 1999 included this

‘witness'’ narrative:

“"This mother she fell on the side of the truck and broke her neck [demonstrates
bringing both hands to her neck]. But as she slid down she grabbed my legs
asking me to help her. I could not help her. I was holding my own child. She had
a baby and I just managed to 1ift the baby with my leg to save her baby. My son
was saying "Mum, I will die do not let go of me, hold me with both your hands”.
I said, "Son, let me save this tiny baby as well. Its mother is dead”. When we
finally reached Tuzla I handed the baby to the Red Cross and told them his
mother is dead. I bathed that baby in Coca Cola.”

A lack of evidence
o Hard evidence of massacres was (and still is) in very short supply. Despite spending five days at the
Tuzla airport refugee camp, where well over 20,000 Srebrenica survivors were gathered, the UN chief

investigator into human rights abuses could find no eyewitnesses to atrocities:

The Daily Telegraph Monday 24 July 1995
"Serb Amrocities In Srebrenica Are Unproved - By Tim Butcher in Tuzla

After five days of interviews the United Nations chief investigator into alleged human rights abuses during the fall of
Srebrenica has not found any first-hand witnesses of atrocities...

(UN High Commissioner for Human Rights) Mr Henry Wieland said yesterday “.. we have not found anyone who saw
with their own eyes an atrocity taking place. " ...Mr Wieland travelled 1o Tuzla, the Bosnian city where almost all of
the Srebrenica refugees were taken, with a team of investigators (o gather evidence of liuman rights abuses... He said his
team had spoken to scares of Muslims at the main refugee camp at Twuzla airfield and at other collective centres but no

Jirst-hand witnesses had been found...”

The Dutch were also unable to find any eyewitnesses. Dr Dick Schoonoord of the Nederlands Instituut
voor Qorlogsdoumentatie (NIOD) confirmed at the beginning of 2005:

~ “It has been Iimpossible during our Iinvestigations in Bosnia
g to find any people who witnessed the mass murder or would

talk about the fate of the missing men.”

There were other indications from an early stage that the massacre claims were unreliable. A former US
State Department official, who remained in close contact with past colleagues at very senior levels, wrote
in 1997 that he had been told that the South Central Europe section in the State Department’s Bure,au of
Intelligence and Research ‘saw nothing, repeat nothing, that had substantiated claims in the press’. He
added that the individual who had told him this had security clearances to the highest level and would

have had to know about it’ had any such information raxistecl.[:i1

The last decade has been littered with instances where stron i i

: g and specific allegation
such as the existence of weapons of mass‘destruction in Iraq beforepthe 2003 \Ear w;i};;v;a?f?ﬁx;:? o
proved to be false. In 1999 NATO countries c]e_timed that thousands (one US gov::mment official
suggested a total of 500,000) of Kosovo Albanians had been summarily executed by the Serbs. When

http://www.srebrenica-report.com/numbers,htm 10705
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¥ the post-war body hunt in Kosovo produced fewer than 3,000 bodies in total, from all sides and all
causes of death, stories began to emerge of a huge and immensely effective cover-up involving the mass
transportation of bodies to burial sites in Serbia. The parallels with Srebrenica are obvious.

A rare example of consistency

The unchanging numbers of missing from Srebrenica are noteworthy also precisely because they have
not moved in ten years. Military actions and terrorist incidents usually follow a very different pattern, as

9/11 clearly demonstrates:

The Office of the Medical Examiner of New York City reported in January 2004 that it had issued a total
of 2,749 death certificates in connection with the hijacker attacks on the twin towers of the World Trade
Center on 11 September 2001. "We believe this is the final number," a spokesperson for the medical

examiner said.

"Two weeks after the attack," Associated Press reported at the time (January 23, 2004), "the number of
missing-person reports [filed with New York authorities] peaked at 6,886 amid confusion and calls from
frantic relatives. The number stood at 2,792 from December 2002 until October [2003], when 40

unsolved cases were removed from the list."

This final 2,749 figure represents less than half (39.9 percent) of the peak-number of missing-person

reports that were filed amid the anguish and confusion of the early days. The outrage took place in the
richest city in the richest country in the world, with all of the resources necessary to get the body count
right. It was not a relatively impoverished, war-torn country with internally-displaced people scattered

in all directions.

The role of Madeleine Albright

International outrage over Srebrenica was first provoked by claims made by the US Ambassador to the
UN, Madeleine Albright, in late July 1995. Mrs Albright displayed US surveillance photographs to the
UN Security Council, maintaining that they revealed mass execution and grave sites. Following the
Dayton peace agreement in November 1995, the presumption was that these sites, and the rest of the
surrounding area, would be fully investigated as soon as the winter was over. Mrs Albright added that

the US would keep careful watch to ensure any attempt to COVEr up massacres was detected ("We will keep
watching to see if the Bosnian Serbs try 1o erase the evidence of what they have done.""). Shortly after Mrs Albright’s

UN performance, the Croatian army (with massive US assistance 4 ) invaded the Serbian Krijina,
displacing some 200,000 people from their homeland of 400 years’ standing. Many believed that the
Srebrenica massacre claims had provided a vital distraction from the greatest act of ethnic cleansing of
the 1990s Balkan wars. Mrs Albright never again showed much interest in establishing what had

happened at Srebrenica.

The facts of this are remarkable. Mrs Albright, as US Ambassador to the UN, had told the world that the
sites around Nova Kosaba, shown on the satellite images she had brandished at the UN, might contain
2,700 bodies. Eventually just 33 bodies were discovered at Nova Kasaba, at four different sites and no
detailed information was issued about circumstances of death (i.e. whether or not there was evidence of
execution). As Nova Kasaba is an isolated hamlet in the mountains, 19km from Srebrenica, and
accessible only by a single-track, unmade-up road, it is difficult to imagine that anyone would have
chosen it as a mass execution site — particularly as there was a chronic shortage of gasoline. Many
lorries and journeys would have been required to transport 2700 men there. Such an exercise would
have been highly conspicuous and easily captured by satellite photo since, despite the dry summer
weather, the necessary levels of traffic would have been likely to cause considerable and readily visible
damage to the road.

http://www.srebrenica-report.com/numbers.htm
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International journalists
In March 1996, the UK magazine LM reported:

“Many (international TV) crews did not even bother to search out the site shown on the CIA satellite photograph because it had
generally been agreed in media circles that it was not a mass grave”.

This also probably reflected the fact that some 30 international journalists had visited the Srebrenica area
soon after it fell. None had published any kind of confirmation of mass slaughter allegations and one of
their number, Jacques Merlino of the French Antenne 2 station, had broadcast a story saying he had
found nothing.

Miroslav Deronjic, the civilian commissioner for the Srebrenica-Skelani municipality, was reported by
Tanjug on 21 December 1995 as saying that on 25 August 1995 he received a group of 10 correspondents
from the USA, Great Britain and Austria, led by Mike Wallace the anchor and co-editor of CBS’ 60
Minutes programme. They brought with them many photographs taken from an AWACS of alleged
mass graves of Muslim victims. Deronjic is quoted thus:

“They insisted that we should take thent to the sites in the photographs so that they could assess for themselves the truth of the
Muslim allegations. Without kesitation, in other words immediately, although [ had not seen the photographs, I agreed to take
them personally to every place in which they were interested. They showed me photographs in the region of Hrneici, K. Polje and
Kasaba, and asked to be taken to these places. I got into the car with Wallace and immediately took the whole group to these
locations. Ispent 44 hours with them driving around the area, and allowed them to see for themselves...after the investigation,
Mike Wallace personally thanked me and expressed his belief that the allegations were completely unfounded, and that the entire

international public had been manipulated”.

Little appetite for investigation

Scrutiny of media coverage over the last ten years suggests that, once made, the massacre claims, were
treated as established fact by politicians and journalists. There are no indications of any ‘rational
scepticism’. This is surprising on two counts. First, natural justice demands that indictments for
appalling crimes should be made only on the basis of very strong evidence. Second, where there is a
history of false accusations, new allegations should be treated with the greatest caution. By 1995 the
wars in the Balkans had generated repeated massacre claims. One of the most notorious was the charge —
delivered in live television broadcasts by the Bosnian Prime Minister Haris Siladzic - that Serbs had
massacred 70,000 Muslims in Bihac. It transpired that this was completely untrue — Bihac was never
captured by the Serbs. Of the allegations involving significant numbers, none has subsequently been

proven.

Veteran journalist John Pilger, in a December 2004 piece for the New Statesman magazine, noted a
similar phenomenon during the Kosovo crisis of 1999:

‘Like the build-up to the invasion of Irag, the media coverage in the spring of 1999
was a series of fraudulent justifications, beginning with US Defence Secretary William
Cohen's claim that "we've now seen about 100,000 military-aged [Albanian] men
missing... they may have been murdered." David Scheffer, the US ambassador at large
for war crimes, announced that as many as "225,000 ethnic Albanian men aged between 14
and 59" may have been killed. Blair invoked the Holocaust and "the spirit of the Second
World War". The British press took its cue. "Flight from genocide," said the Daily
Mail, "Echoes of the Holocaust," chorused the Sun and the Mirror.

By June 1999, with the bombardment over, international forensic teams began subjecting
Kosovo to minute examination. The American FBI arrived to investigate what was called

"the largest crime scene in the FBI's forensic history". Several weeks later, having

. http://www.srebrenica-report.com/numbers.htm 19-7-05
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not found a single mass grave, the FBI went home. The Spanish forensic team also
returned home, its leader complaining angrily that he and his colleagues had become
part of "a semantic pirouette by the war propaganda machines, because we did not find

one - not one - mass grave."

In November 1999, the Wall Street Journal published the results of its own
investigation, dismissing "the mass grave obsession". Instead of "the huge killing
fields some investigators were led to expect ... the pattern is of scattered killings
[mostly] in areas where the separatist Kosove Liberation Army had been active." The
Journal concluded that Nato stepped up its claims about Serb killing fields when it
Ysaw a fatigued press corps drifting toward the contrarian story: civilians killed by

Nato's bombs .... The war in Kosovo was "cruel, bitter, savage,; genocide it wasn't."’

Revisionism

Four months after Srebrenica fell to the Serbs the Dayton agreement brought an end to the wars in
Bosnia-Hercegovina. The cold Balkan winter made it impracticable to search for mass graves until g
spring came, but the international community showed little urgency in getting the process underway. It

was not until mid to late summer of 1996 that the Boston-based organisation Physicians for Human

Rights (PHR) began work in the area around Srebrenica. When they halted work in the late autumn they

had recovered a total of around 200 bodies from 20 separate sites. Notwithstanding hawkish comments

by their leader William Haglund, this was clearly regarded as a very disappointing haul.

During the winter this surfaced in the media. One of the earlier versions was a suggestion in the New
York Times that the Serbs had destroyed the corpses with a corrosive agent:

"American officials said today that they suspect Bosnian Serb soldiers may have tried to destroy evidence
that they killed thousands of Muslim men seized in and around the town of Srebrenica in July. The Serbs are
suspected of pouring corrosive chemicals on the bodies and scattering corpses that had been buried in mass
graves, the officials said. The suspicions first arose in early August, after Central Intelligence Agency
experis analyzed pictures of the area taken in July by reconnaissance satellites and U-2 plares.”

Jon Swain of The Sunday Times wrote an article on 3 November 1996 entitled “Empty Bosnian Graves
baffle UN". Ignoring the evident possibility that an ‘empty” grave might hold no bodies because, in fact,
it had never been a mass grave, Swain contrived a bizarre logic:

“In several months of digging at mass graves in the macabre hinterland around Srebrenica, the investigators recovered far fewer
bodies than they had expected. Of the thousands of men and bays from the UN safe area who were executed by Bosnian Serbs in
July 1995, only a few hundred - less than 10% of the 7,000 Muslims missing - have been dhitg up.

The empty graves speak volumes about the conspiracy by Bosnian Serbs to cover up the massacre at Sre brenica. Their leadership
claims that few bodies have been found because the stories of atracities there were exaggerated. The more plausible theory is that
bodies have been made to "disappear”,”

Surveillance

The reality as far as Srebrenica is concerned is that a cover-up would almost certainly have been

impossible to achieve in the manner suggested. The area was under intense el i
; : : ectronic and on-the-
surveillance throughout the period: the-ground

“US satellites make at least eight passes over Bosnia dai by, accordin

to John Pi ; ;
American Scientists. These include Keyhole satellites, whick can de Nt ohion . an epert ou satellites at the Federation L

tect object as small as four inches but which canmot see

http://www.srebrenica-report.com/numbers.htm 19-7-05
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through clouds, and Lacrosse satellites, which can see through clouds but cannot focus enough to detect something the size of a .
human being. Then there are the Predators, known technically as Unmanned Aerial Vehicles, commonly referred to as drones. *
Built by General Atomics, these small, remote controlled vehicles can hover over targets for more than 24 hours at a time. Four

of the latest versions are thought to operate from a base in Albania. Designed to provide 'round-the-clock’ coverage, the

Predators are almost invisible to the naked eye and difficult to pick up on radar. They can fly at up to 25,000 feet, have infrared

detectors for night vision and can purportedly relay video footage back to the Pentagon in real time." — New York Times 26 July
1995

Confirmation that electronic surveillance had revealed nothing came in April 1996 when US LtCol John
Batiste was quoted by AP as saying that satellite surveillance of mass graves showed “they had not been
tampered with”.

The cover-up theory is also unlikely for a host of low-tech reasons. The excavation, removal,

transportation and reburial of 7,000 bodies — around 500 tonnes in total weight — could hardly have

escaped normal human detection. There were many UN personnel in Bosnia throughout the autumn and
winter of 1995/6. Moreover, the Bosnian Serb Army (BSA) was under immense military pressure during
the late summer and autumn of 1995, combating determined offensives in several areas and defending a
front line almost a thousand miles long. It is inconceivable that the BSA could have spared either the

men or the equipment necessary for such an operation. It is also unlikely that they could have found the
gasoline- their supplies were so low they had been reduced to buying fuel from the Muslims on the black —~.
market.

The hunt for graves

During the first five years after Dayton, relatively few mass grave discoveries were reported. It
sometimes seemed, in fact, that the search had been quietly abandoned, only for occasional excitements
of the kind described by Mike O’Connor in the New York Times in May 1998:

"Deep in a remote rural stretch of Bosnia, war crimes investigators have found a tangle of buried bodies that they
say is the remains of some of the 7,500 Muslim men that were hidden to try to thwart the prosecution of Bosnian Serb
leaders for genocide. (...) Exhumations in 1996 recovered 460 bodies, but 7,500 others were still missing from the
town of Srebrenica. Finding the others has been the goal of war-crimes investigators for more than two years. (...)
The discovery Tuesday - and the thousands of bodies that investigators expect to find nearby - will bolster the cases
against 2 Bosnian Serb leaders, Radovan Karadzic and General Ratko Mladic, the investigators say. Both have been
indicted for genocide by the tribunal in the Hague. Investigators for the tribunal spoke Tuesday on condition of
anonymity. Satellites that can locate bodies decomposing underground, according to foreign military officers
working with the tribunal, aided the search. Witnesses to the reburial also offered testimony, tribunal officials said.
The first remains were uncovered Tuesday morning. Investigators unfurled a thin silvery sheet to protect their find
from the sun. Next to it, small orange flags had been stuck in the ground to mark pieces of evidence such as bits of 7~
clothing or shell casings. Tuesday evening, according to a tribunal official, a layer of tangled bodies across an ares
of 200 fi (18 m) had been exposed. The bones were so intertwined, the official said, that it was not possible to
exhume any of them Tuesday. Proving that the soil around the bodies came from the original mass graves, or that
shell casings found here match those found at execution sites, will establish the connection they are looking for,
investigators said,

When the original sites were inspected in 1996, investigators suspected most of the bodies had been moved. Doubts
were cast on American military's satellite surveillance, with some investigators charging at the time that slipshod
monitoring had allowed Bosnian Serb authorities to move the bodies undetected. Now, however, tribunal officials
say the bodies were moved in October 1995, before the pinpoint satellite surveillance was requested by the tribunal.
Once the original sites were discovered to have been tampered with, American satellite photographs of the region
were reviewed and were found to show trucks and earth-moving equipment at the original burial sites, according to
tribunal officials.

Anonymous investigators say that the find "will bolster the cases against [the] 2 Bosnian Serb leaders".

In 2000/2001 there was a sea-change. Reports such as this began to appear with great regularity :

“AP 11 July 2001

http://www.srebrenica-report.com/numbers. htm
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¥ Since the end of the war, wibunal experts and the Muslim Commission for Missing Persons have exhumed the remains of about
4,800 victims, of whom only about 100 have been identified. *'By the end of the year, we are planning to exhume 1,000 more
bodies" said Amor Masovic, head of the commission. "

From this point regular mass grave reports were to be seen in the international media. Some were
prompted by further mass grave discoveries; others, such as the one below, measured progress. Without
exception, reports referred to Srebrenica massacres as established fact, not allegation. Most included at
least one reference to the Holocaust:

“Monday April 15, 2002

The smell is so overpawering that you try to breathe through your mouth. It's no good, and soon all you can taste is decay. All
around, laid on shelves stretching in every direction, are the corpses of men, women and childrer who died in the biggest act of
genocide in Europe since the Holocaust.

Above the bodies, each wrapped in white plastic and marked with a serial number, are stacked brown paper bags, the kind
American stores pack groceries in. They contain the washed and ironed clothes of the victims below. This warehouse, on the
outskirts of Tuzla in Bosnia, belongs to the International Commission on Missing Persons (ICMP), which has been exhuming the
remains of people killed in the massacre at Srebrenica. The organisation was set up by Bill Clinton when he was US president to
return victims® bodies to their families.

...Last week the ICMP made the 112th DNA identification. " R
Slowly but surely media coverage helped to establish an impression that the missing bodies were now
being found and identified in very large numbers and that the proof of large-scale massacres at
Srebrenica had been assembled. Yet even within the terms of progress defined by the international
community, there had been hardly any advance. By April 2002 — nearly seven years after Srebrenica fell
- the BBC’s Alex Kroeger reported that only 200 bodies had been identified:
Wednesday, 10 April, 2002, 10:22 GMT 11:22 UK
Identifying Srebrenica’s victims
Bosnian Muslim women remember the massacre
By Alix Kroeger il
BBC Belgrade correspondent

Around 6,000‘@1 bodies from the Srebrenica massacre of Muslim men and boys have so far been recavered, but fewer than 200
have been paositively identified, most through DNA analysis.

....Nearly 200 bodies have been maiched with blood and bone samples taken from their surviving relatives, and identifications are
now going ahead at a rate of two or three a day. "

Fifteen months later, in July 2003, the Washington Times reported a huge leap in the number of
identified bodies:

The Washington Times

WORLD

http://www.srebrenica-report.com/numbers.htm
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12 July 2003/PgAS
Forensics experts have exhumed more than 5,000 bodies, 1,650 of which have been identified through DNA analysis and other
techniques.’

Even at this stage, however, the pictu?i'i—"i'émained confused. Agence France Press in October 2003
placed a very different set of figures in the public domain:

‘Since its introduction two years ago [the new DNA testing technique] 5,000 Srebrenica victims have been identified, compared lo
73 in the six previous years .

The ICMP now (June 2005) states on its website:

“"One month before the 10th anniversary of the fall of Srebrenica in
1995, the International Commission on Missing Persons (ICMP) has completed
identifications of more than 2,000 of the Srebrenica victims.”

This confusing coverage reveals one thing above all — that at the time the ICTYindictments were issued

in 1995 against Radovan Karadzic and Ratko Mladic the Tribunal had no hard evidence to support its
allegations of genocide. It had, in other words, issued indictments without having even the basis of a

case.

DNA

If details of the mass grave excavations were few and far between, so was information about the
breakthrough DNA technique, developed in Bosnia, which had suddenly allowed identifications to be
made at the claimed rate of three a day — something of an improvement on the three managed during the

entire first year of investigations. Until recently, this excerpt from an article in Science magazine on
August 24, 2001 was the most detailed explanation of the new technique:

“...The ICMP project got going last year, when it began dispatching teams to collect blood from relatives of the missing persons.
So far the ICMP has amassed more than 12,000 samples, with some relatives coming here from as far away as Australia. On
average, it requires 2.5 donors to identify a body, says Huffine. The TCMP has 100,000 blood kits in hand, enough in principle to
identify 40,000 bodies. "Once we have 100,000 samples, then we can expect that almos! every body we find can be identified,"”
says Amor Masavie, director of the Bosnian Muslims' missing persons commission.”

A pape; by John Crews, published by the OST publication on Science & technology in April 2005, gave
more detail about the DNA methodology devised by the ICMP. Mr Crews noted that:

“As the DNA Laboratory Development and Operations Director from March
2001 through December 2002, I was charged with establishing six DNA
laboratories throughout the former Yugoslavia to identify the remains of
missing persons exhumed from mass graves in the region. The work was
particularly difficult as high-end, high~-purity supplies needed for a
DNA laboratory were difficult to procure in-country. Compounding this
issue was the lack of individuals with experience in such high-caliber
laboratories and knowledge of the equipment being used. However, by the
end of 2001 a supply line was established from both in-country and
international vendors; the staff had not only completed validation and
begun work, but grew from only eight at the beginning of 2001, to 34 -
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including three senior scientists — in less than a year..

Mr Crews goes on to give some information about the ‘cutting-
edge’ DNA procedures developed by the ICMP:

- sdi s

"The process of DNA-based human identification relies upon the
comparison of DNA analysis of blood samples from living family members
to the analyzed DNA from bone samples cut from the femurs or molar teeth
extracted from exhumed remains...

“"Blood samples were collected using Schleicher & Schuell Specimen
Cbllectlon Paper and extracted using a simple, quick, and inexpensive
water-based technique (contact author for protocol). This process allows
for the extraction and amplification set-up of a plate of 96 samples in
less than two hours. With this cqpaczty, the blood processing laboratory
in Tuzla, BiH is capable of processing up to 8,000 blood samples per
month. The bone extraction procedure (contact author for protocol)
relies upon a technique pioneered in the Sarajevo laboratory where DNA
is bound to a silica membrane (DNA Blood Maxi Kit from Qiagen,
www.giagen.com), effectively isclating the DNA from other cellular
contaminants. The silica-based DNA extraction procedure uses chaotropic
salts that dehydrate the DNA and enhance intermolecular attractions that
bind the DNA to the silica membrane. Elution of DNA from the membrane
using ultra-pure (18 mOhms of resistivity), UV-irradiated water (to kill
microbes, inactivate enzymes, and cross-link potentially contaminating
DNA) provides approximately 30ml of DNA at a concentraticn of 250pg/ml
to Ing/ml with ~90% recovery of extracted DNA."

DNA identification has come to be seen, in much the same way as fingerprint technology, as something
of a gold standard. The perception is that, if the DNA matches, it constitutes unassailable evidence. This
may be the case for matches made on the basis of readily available samples of uncontaminated DNA
(from recently deceased bodies); whether it applies to DNA recovered in circumstances such as those
associated with the ICMP’s work is a matter of debate. The DNA community is deeply divided, for
instance, on the validity of the DNA identification of the Romanovs.

No population base
Whether or not the DNA technique is reliable, there are compelling reasons to doubt the identifications
made by the ICMP. The ICRC list of missing persons from Srebrenica was drawn up following public
appeals for relatives and friends of Srebrenica missing to come forward. This inevitably created
enormous potential for both deliberate and unintentional distortion. Since there were no population
records for the safe area in 1995, the ICRC had no control data against which they could verify their list.
The most recent population records for Srebrenica were from 1991, when the municipality

(the town and the many villages in the surrounding area) of Srebrenica
had 37,211 inhabitants, of which 27,118 were Muslims (72.8 percent)

and 9,381 Serbs (25.2 percent). It is certain that many members of the
1991 population —25% of whom were Serbs — were no longer living there in 1995. This means that
there is no database for the Srebrenica population of July 1995. As Serbian historian Milivoje
Ivanisevic has concluded :

"Anybody could add a disappeared person to the list, without any elementary check of
the person doing this. ICRC should not be criticized for this. Notifications were often
made by individuals who presented themselves without any proof as family members,
colleagues, co-combatants, neighbors. This list, without any further actions and

checking was declared and transformed into the list of Srebrenica victims, and still
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later this went further, and the list was transformed intc the list of massacred Muslim

civilians.”

Ivanisevic noted a series of further points conceming the list. In addition to Muslims, it included
“persons of other nationalities and faiths”, some individuals who were known to be still alive, people
who had never existed, as well as:

"many that committed crimes in this region and in whose interest it is that they are
listed as "disappeared”. They change names and under other identity continue living in
B&H or in foreign countries as refugees.”

No adequate control of grave excavations and body storage

It was at the end of 1996 that the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY)
quietly assumed control of continued investigations, taking over from the UN. At first sight it might
seem quite reasonable for the ICTY to take charge of the search for mass graves around Srebrenica. But,
as a Tribunal set up by nations that had played a direct part in the Balkan conflicts and had an obvious
political agenda, the ICTY had none of the crucial checks and balances that characterise inquisitorial
legal processes such as the French system.

Vi

From the outset ICTY prosecutors and investigators made repeated public pronouncements that the Serbs
massacred thousands of Muslim men from Srebrenica, even though the only evidence that such crimes
had taken place was uncorroborated witness testimony. There was some respectability attaching to the
search for mass graves when it was in the hands of an apparently independent organisation, PHR; the
process became fatally compromised when, from 1997 onwards, this work was carried out by the
International Commission for Missing Persons, an organisation originally created by the Izetbegovic
govemnment — particularly as, notwithstanding the inclusion of some foreign forensic experts in its team,
the ICMP effectively remained under Bosnian Muslim control.

In his book, “The Graves”, Eric Stover reveals the inadequate nature of the forensic work:

“With the departure of the tribunal's scientists in October 1996, the
task of identifying the Srebrenica remains fell to the director of the
forensic

instituteof the University of Tuzla, Zdenko Cihlarz..

In the main laboratory of the institute, Cihlarz stopped and swept his
arm aroundthe room. "So, you see, it's all improvisation. Here you have

one of N
the biggest forensic investigations of a war crime in European history

and what

have you got? Forensics on a shoestring." In the dimly lit room I could
make out

boxes of bones stacked against the tiled walls. Here and there, bones
had fallen out, collecting dust, on the floor. Makeshift examining
tables had been fashioned out of planksand sheets of thick cardboard.
Several medical and forensic textbooks

laid strewn across table tops, their covers torn and dog-eared. I picked
one up and

ieafgd.to the title page. It was more that thirty-five Years old. On an
examining

table, laid out in anatomical order, were less than half the bones of a
skeleton, and next to it a makeshift bone board, an instrument physical
anthropologists use for measuring stature from the long bones. It had
been cobbled together by attaching two metal bookends to a smooth wooden
plank. Tacked to the top of the board between the bookends was a cloth

measuring tape. Fixed to the wall above the table was an i i
a skeleton cut from the pages of an R SRR O

anatomy book.”
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Yet it was the ICMP in particular that fostered the belief that the Serbs had mounted a major cover-up
operation in the late months of 1995 in which mass graves close to Srebrenica had been dug up and the
bodies removed for reburial at far more distant sites along the Drina valley.

concerned, the fact that the work had been carried out (albeit under supervision of the ICTY) by an
organisation set up by the Bosnian Muslim government would, under almost any accepted rules of

evidence, be considered to have fundamentally compromised the value of the data gathered.
P

Some official figures now suggest that around 6,000 bodies linked to Srebrenica have been discovered in
mass grave excavations. But there continues to be an absence of detailed data about individual
excavations. In particular, there has been no serious explanation of how the finds have been linked to
Srebrenica; how many of the bodies can be specifically linked to execution rather than other forms of
death; and how many of the bodies have been individually identified. Nor has the ICTY (nor the
International Commission for Missing Persons) explained how the search for Srebrenica bodies has been
kept separate from the parallel search going on for the (now thought to be grossly exaggerated) estimated

ZSO,OOOEQ people said to have died in the civil wars throughout Bosnia between ]992-95[1‘1*1.

A seminal moment came in 1999 when the authorities in Tuzla announced that thousands of Srebrenica
bodies had been gathered in the town’s morgue. Once again, no detailed information was given about the
provenance of the bodies, but Srebrenica relatives were requested to visit the morgue to see if they could
identify their loved ones. Typical of the coverage was a report by David Sells of BBC Newsnight:

In Tuzla there is a funeral partour, called the Memorial Cenire, a grim spot. Stored there, topsy-turvy, are 3,000 bodies. Some
are kept refrigerated, most are not. They are victims of the Srebrenica massacre. Almost all are unidentified.

P

Why, still, four years on? The process of identification is painfully slow. 4 foreign pathologist told the Women of Srebrenica at a
special Tuzla meeting: "This work is going to go on for many years."” And there are thousands more Srebrenica citizens still

wnaccournted for.

- Investigators from the Hague Tribunal, seeking to document the Srebrenica massacre, have exhumed dozens of mass graves, but
their interest ends there. They are nol concerned to identify individual bodies they dig up."

It is very clear from this description that the bodies were stored chaotically at the Tuzla morgue and that
few, if any, steps had been taken to ensure the integrity of the evidence. How David Sells could assert
that they ‘are victims of the Srebrenica massacre’ is unclear; he certainly does not offer any explanation.
If the bodies had not been identified, how could anyone be sure that they were connected with the fall of
Srebrenica in July 1995? And, once again, there is no reference to evidence indicating that these bodies
had shown signs of execution. In any case, as Sells noted, the ICTY “are not concerned to identify
individual bodies they dig up’. Unidentified bodies were apparently more useful for ICTY purposes.

More light was shed on the methodologies used in the search for mass graves in the broadcast report that
Sells made at this time for the BBC Newsnight programme. The transcript below reveals that the quality
of evidence-gathering was amateurish in the extreme. It is also noticeable — despite the rhetorical

question in his commentary (“..the overall problem Femains: who is buried where?”) that Sells did
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not ask his expert interviewee how, without having made any identifications, she could be sure that the
bodies were those of people from Srebrenica who had died in 1995. Given the fighting that had gone on
in the area from 1992-95 (not to mention the fierce engagements there during the Second World War),
this seems a startling assumption. Nor did Sells raise any question about the secondary grave theory,
although he must have been well aware that such an operation would have been exceedingly difficult for
the Serbs to carry out and even more difficult, in a country under intense electronic and human
surveillance, to achieve without detection:

iBu

“David Sells:
This idyllic valley, despite appearances, is a graveyard. Some of
the Muslims who vanished in Srebrenica were massacred and when the
Hague war crimes tribunal began nosing about Bosnian Serbs guietly reburied
the
victims far from the scene. This was one reburial site,

Woman with North American accent:
This is it right in front of us. You can see the faint cutlines..

David sells:
Under the logs?

Woman:

Yes, under the logs. It’'s right here. It came more or less right

up to the road and you can see where it's dirt there and then the grass begins

growing again. And from this site we exhumed the remains of approximately 160
individuals.

[a digger is shown shovelling out earth - but not carefully, just shovelling]

David Sells:

They were dug up here just last year but the overall problem remains: who is buried
where? In one organised Srebrenica massacre four years ago Muslim men were separated
from women and children. Then bussed, not to safety as General Mladic had so
disarmingly promised, but out to a state farm and

firing squads. The Serbs on this occasion taking revenge for butcheries they themselves
had suffered at the hands of Muslims. The Hague tribunal is interested in the crime,
one mass grave fully exhumed can be evidence enough to make their point.

Woman:

This is what we call a secondary mass grave. That means that

i they were originally buried someplace else and then the perpetrators dug up their
remains using heavy eguipment and moved them to this location and interred them
here. So it’'s guite obviously an effort to hide evidence of the crimes that have
been committed.

[footage of grassy field]

David Sells:

This is another mass grave. The tribunal has probed ik, it

knows there are more bodies beneath the weeds but it now has evidence enough.
It has no need for another exhumation., We were shown eight more such graves in
this silent valley, probed but not exhumed. So there’s a conflict of interest.
Hasan Muhanovic’s family could be buried here, but without precise
identification he will never know.”

Within the forensic science community there is respect for the DNA
work done by the ICMP. The technique it has developed is considered
sound and the quality of the laboratory processes is also thought to
be good. But, whilst this has been useful in identifying bodies
recovered in Bosnia which might otherwise have remained unidentified,
it has shed relatively little light on the events in and around
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$ Srebrenica in July 1995. This is because the conventional forensic
work carried out by the ICMP is perceived to have been of poor
quality. Suspected grave sites were not kept secure; excavations were
carried out by personnel without adequate training, using
inappropriate tools and techniques; the transportation and storage of
body parts was not done according to professional forensic standards;
and, throughout the process, there was a failure to keep full and
detailed records. As a result, there is no coherent data on such
vital questions as time, cause and circumstances of death. And it
must be noted once again that even the DNA identifications have served
only to match body parts to individuals listed on the ICRC missing
list. They provide no proof that the individuals concerned were
casualties following the fall of Srebrenica.

An assumption of guilt

Although for several years after 1995 virtually no evidence was found to support the massacre
allegations, politicians and the media continued to suggest that they were proven beyond doubt. This
point was made as early as March 1996 by the British journalist Linda Ryan:

“"Some might think that bodies would come in handy as evidence when charges of genocide are being levelled. There must be lens
of thousands buried all over Bosnia. Yet not one had been uncovered at the alleged 'mass graves' near Srebrenica at the time of
writing. All sorts of excuses were given for the lack of bodies--they had been covered by snow, dismembered by machines,
destrayed by chemicals and moved elsewlrere by the Bosnian Serbs. It almost seems like nobody wants fo dig around in case they
discover the ‘mass graves' are empty. This is what happened when British divers went into the flooded mine at Ljubija, in
north-west Bosnia, alleged to hold the bodies of 8,000 Bosnian Muslims and Croats. They found nothing. "

Commentators have nevertheless characterised the body hunt as a great success and have treated the
ICMP as a bona-fide, impartial organisation. Although a measure of respectability was conferred on it
by the establishment of an international supervisory board, the fact that former Senator Bob Dole and
former AOL Chairman James V. Kimsey are numbered among its Chairmen is not compatible with the
notion that it is impartial.

Dole is an anti-Serb of long standing. He set out to undermine the economy of Federal Yugoslavia oy
through provisions he added to US legislation passed on 5 November 1990 which made further US aid
payments to Yugoslavia conditional on the holding of “democratic” elections in each of the Yugoslav
republics. These elections were bound to give a boost to nationalists and encourage secessionist
aspirations; they also brought effective end to aid, which immediately threw the Yugoslav Federal
government into crisis because it was unable to pay the enormous interest on its foreign debt or to

continue the purchase of raw materials for industry. Credit collapsed, recriminations broke out on all

sides and the pathway to conflict was set. Subsequently Dole allowed his Washington office to be used

by Kosovo Albanian lobbyists and, as a member of a group of US senators visiting Sarajevo in 1992, he
was heard in 2 US TV News report telling a group of Bosnian Muslims ‘We 're on your side’.

Kimsey is distinct from Dole in that he had not expressed strong sympathies with particular groups in the
Balkans. He does, however, have pronounced views about the United States’ role in the world. In an
article entitled “Former AOL Chief Seeks to Fix Washington, World”, John Shaw quoted James V.
Kimsey as follows:

“We should be much more chess player-like in our view of the world, We should stop thinking tactically and i
and develop broad, strategic plans. Americans think very near term. We don't have ?ong-m?rgs goafsf}‘,he saﬁ;?ctwsly

“George Marshall had a strategy after World War 1. It was well thought out. We're i
thought our way through it—and we need to.” & P ow;s od we iy havent
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Other factors

There were other fallacies in the massacre scenario. One was the notion that the inhabitants of the safe
area were at the mercy of the BSA. This is unsustainable. By all accounts there were at least 5,000
armed ABiH (Muslim army) troops in Srebrenica — and probably many more. According to the UN
contingent based in the safe area, the ABiH in Srebrenica was well armed — indeed, members of
Dutchbat had noted that state-of-the-art armaments and communications equipment had been flowing
into Srebrenica during 1995. The town’s defenders were also dug into excellent defensive positions. In
the light of all this it was a great surprise that what appears to have been a very small BSA force took the
town virtually without resistance and was then alleged to have overpowered and executed a vastly
superior force of well-armed men over the ensuing days. The London Times’ long-standing and well-
respected Defence Correspondent, Michael Evans, wrote on 14 July 1995:

“There were reports that up to 1,500 Serbs were involved in the assanit on Srebrenica, but intelligence sources estimated the main
attack was carvied out by a force of about 200, with five tanks. "Tt was a pretty low-level operation, but for some reason which we
can't understand the BiHf (government) soldiers didn't put up much of a fight," one source said.”

Some confirmation of this estimate can be taken from the fact that the Serbs were very concerned that the
fleeing ABiH troops might be able to capture the town of Zvornik as they travelled towards Muslim lines ™~

Writing in 1997, Carlos Martins Branco, who was one of the UNMO Deputy Chief Operations Officers
of UNPF (at theatre level) at Srebrenica in July 1995, had this to say, based on information he had
acquired from debriefing UNMOs who where posted to Srebrenica during those days and from ‘some
UN reports not disclosed to public opinion’.

“If there had been a premeditated plan of genocide, instead of attacking in only one direction, from the south to the
north - which left the hypothesis to escape to the north and west, tie Serbs would have established a siege in order to
ensure that no one escaped. The UN observation posts to the north of the enclave were never disturbed and remained
in activity after the end of the military operations. There are obviously mass graves in the outskirts of Srebrenica as
in the rest of ex-Yugoslavia where combat has occurred, but there are no grounds for the campaign which was
mounted, nor the numbers advanced by CNN.

The mass graves are filled by a limited number of corpses front both sides, the consequence of heated batile and
combat and not the result of a premeditated plan of genocide, as occurred against the Serbian populations in
Krajina, in the Summer of 1995, when the Croatian army implemented the mass murder of all Serbians found there.
In this instance, the media maintained an absolute silence, despite the fact that the genocide occurred over a three
month period. The objective of Srebrenica was ethnic cleansing and not genocide, unifike what happened in Krajina,

in which although there was no military action, the Croatian arniy decimated villages. .

Tthere are also detailed reports suggesting that the BSA, far from having genocidal intentions,
immediately wanted to pass responsibility for the displaced Srebrenica population to the UN
peacekeepers and the aid agencies. It makes sense: the BSA force was small in number and short of
supplies. Records show that there was detailed discussion between Serbs and Muslims about the
treatment of the Srebrenica population.

“The Srebrenica Committee for Civil Affairs made public the record of a meeting held with Muslim representatives on July 12 in
the "Fontana" hotel (in Bratunac) which shows that the Serb side conducted properly, and as was agreed, the evacuation of
Srebrenica residents. "During the evacuation there were no incidents from either side, with the Serb side respecting all the terms
of the Geneva Convention and International War Law", says the joint communique signed by the former executive official of
Srebrenica, Nesib Mandzic, for the Muslim side. According to the minutes, the meeling was held at the request of Muslim
delegation, made by Camila Purkovic, lbro Nuhanovic and Nesib Mandzic. Representin 8 the Serb side were the chief-of-staff of
the Republic of Srpska Army, General Ratko Mladic, the head of Srebrenica Civil Affairs, Miroslav Deronic. the ma or of
Bratunac Municipality, Ljiubislav Simic, and the president of the Bratunac Mun icipality Executive Council, .,Srbfsfav-}}avfdawc It
was agreed at the meeting, also attended by the commander of UNPROFOR Dutch battalion, that c:‘w‘!ian.; may stay within .
enclave or be etvacuarea’, depending on the wishes of each resident, "In the event that we dec;'de to be evacuawﬁ wa:lwfﬂ be
allowed to decide where o go. We decided to transfer the entire Srebrenica population to Kladanj Mamicipah‘{;-". says the

agreement signed by Mandzic, which specifies that the RS Army and Police will ¢, ;
supervision.” - SRNA 18 Juely 1995, will conduct the evacuation under UNPROFOR
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And over the years there has also been evident a conspicuous lack of interest on the part of the
international community in following u indications that the ‘missing’ from Srebrenica might not be
dead. In 1997 the Bosnian Serbs claime%'EFat more than 3,000 of the people on the electoral roll for the
1996 elections in Srebrenica were also on the list of 7,300 missing from Srebrenica drawn up by the
ICRC. A BBC joumnalist contacted the Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE),

Subject: FW: ICRC Missing List cross-ref Date: 23/07/97 Time: 5:44p resend with correct address, DF

From: David Foley

Sent: Wednesday, July 23, 1997 5:41 PM

To: Linda Edgeworth: Deboral Alexander; Michael Yard: Christian Christensen;
Nicole Szule

— Subject: ICRC M issing List cross-reference with PV,

I have no memory of any attempt by OSCE to check the refugee registration
database against the ICRC computerized list, and I doubt whether there are records avialable of wio actually voted in the
elections last year. Does anyone know if this is the cgse?

Would it be possible to check the ICRC list against the 1996 PVL? This
would potentially unite Ppeople long separated, and would, at a stroke,
potentially do more 1o cut down the ICRC list of misery than any effort
5o far. We should do this ifitis at all possible. Thoughis?

The political background is also murky. There are confirmed witness reports that Alijah Izetbegovi ¢, the
Bosnian President, was pursuing a parallel strategy of exchanging Srebrenica for a strategic Serb-held
part of Sarajevo, while seeking to engineer circumstances in which he could provide the Clinton
administration with a pretext to renounce international impartiality and take sides with the Bosnian
Muslims. The Dutch commentators, René Grémaux and Abe de Vries, reported this as
follows:

"Eventually, while the "Dayton” agreement was in Preparation, the Bosnian government
[Izetbegovic) accepted the concept of exchanging territory: Srebrenica, gepa and
Gorazde for the Serb Sarajevo. Bosnian Minister of foreign affairs Muhammad Sacirbey
{ud already informed Secretary of State Voorhoeve about this option during talks held
in May (see De Volkskrant of 1 November 1995). The deaj came as a blessing for the
Americans, so close to the start of ap election canpaign., The fiercely criticized un
beace force very much wWanted to abandon the "safe havengn 45 well. Srebrenica became
the turning point from a military, political and publicity perspective. only the
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retreat of the peacekeepers made it possible for NATO to start with the air strikes in
September. The wave of horror stories about mass executions evershadowed the Croatian
terror in the Krajina and no word got out about the Muslim-Croatian crimes in cities
like Glamoc, Grahove and Sanski Most.,, ®

Other reports claimed that Izetbegovic had told Muslim leaders from Srebrenica that Clinton had said to
him that a ‘massacre of 5,000” would give the US government an excuse to abandon neutrality, And of
course, as noted above, Madeleine Albright’s production of US surveillance pictures of Srebrenica
coincided with the US-backed Croatian invasion of Krijina and was soon followed by the three-day
NATO bombing of BSA positions around Sarajevo. : '

In addition to all this there are two fundamental points that should not be forgotten: (i) that the finding

of a "mass grave" is not necessarily proof of a mass execution. In wartime the battlefield victims of the
opposing side may be disposed of in this way, until a transfer of the remains can be negotiated with the

other side, to avoid the health problems that their decomposition on the surface could cause, particularly

in summer; and (ii) that ‘comingling” of corpses and bones is not necessarily an indication of a cover-up
operation to hide evidence of a massacre. As some of the accounts quoted above make clear, the

excavation of suspected mass graves in Bosnia appears in many instances to have involved mechanical
diggers going to considerable depths — one report referred to bodies recovered from 9 metres below £y
ground level. Such techniques in themselves would cause commingling.

Reports and ‘confessions’

During the past few years the international community has appeared anxious to underpin the regnant
version of events at Srebrenica. Successive UN Hij gh Representatives in Bosnia, equipped with
draconian powers, required the government of Republika Srpska to produce a report admitting that
massacres had been carried out by the BSA. The ori ginal report, produced in September 2002, was a
detailed and thorough account. It concluded that there had been no massacres, but that some 2,500
Bosnian Muslims and 500 Serbs had been killed in fighting in the forests as the column of men from
Srebrenica had made their way towards Muslim lines. Lord Paddy Ashdown, who had just taken over as
UN High Commissioner, was infuriated and ordered Republika Srpska to produce a new report to his
Own prescription on pain of drastic penalties if they did not co-operate. When the RS government
sought to approach the task with a degree of independence, he sacked several members of the committee
producing the report, replacing them with his own placemen, including one Muslim. This individual s
believed to have largely drafted the report which Ashdown published with a flourish in 2004. To
cement the massacre theory more firmly still, Ashdown had commissioned an extremely expensive
memorial at Srebrenica, complete with 10,000 token gravestones, which was very publicly opened — '

with a speech by former US President Bill Clinton — on the 8th anniversary of events in July 2003,

The Skorpion Tape

As the 10th anniversary of Srebrenica approaches, attempts to embed the massacre story have
intensified. In both the USA and the UK, newspapers began to carry lengthy features a full two months
before the anniversary date. On the legal side, ICTY Chief Prosecutor Carla del Ponte redoubled her
media campaign for the arrest of Karadzic and Mladic, timing a visit to Belgrade to coincide with the
screening during the ICTY Milosevic trial of a video purporting to show the execution of young Muslim
men from Srebrenica by a special Serbian unit called the Skorpions.

This development, eagerly seized on by the world’s media as “final proof” of the Srebrenica massacres
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degraded by compression to small-window streaming video format. The Court was given nothing more
than Mr Nice’s assurance that the video related to Srebrenica — and even Mr Nice admitted that it had
been shot at a place near Sarajevo, almost 200 km from Srebrenica.

The ostensible justification for the use of this material was that it established a link between Milosevic
and the events in Srebrenica because, Mr Nice claimed, the Skorpions were a special unit of the Serbian
police. Within a week of the screening of the video in Court, it had emerged that the Skorpions were a
group of mercenaries who had, briefly it appeared, had some relationship with the forces of Republika
Srpska Krijina, but no relationship with the Serbian police. '

Examination of the video demonstrated that both the pictures and sound had been doctored. There were
indications that it had been edited together from tapes shot at different times and in different places. And
the weight of clothing worn by both soldiers and prisoners did not appear consistent with weather
conditions around Srebrenica in July 1995, which were extremely hot.

The provenance of the video was also highly suspect. According to official statements, it had been

provided to the ICTY by Nastasa Kandic, usually described as a Serbian civil rights activist, Ms Kandic,
who is reported to receive funding from a number of national governments and such sources as the

George Soros foundation, had several times previously been instrumental in providing timely support for

the official line when it was coming under question — for example, she was the source of the ‘freezer
truck” theory that the Serbs had disposed of thousands of massacred Kosovo Albanians by removing "
them to gravesites in Serbia in refrigerated trucks.

Some conclusions
So what has really happened in the ten years since July 19957 It might be summarised in this way:

In the late summer of 1995 the US produced satellite photographs at the UN which, the US claimed,
suggested that a number of mass graves had been dug in the close nei ghbourhood of Srebrenica town.
Madeleine Albright warned that the US would monitor these sites closely to ensure that they were not
disturbed. No more was heard from her about these sites, nor of the close monitoring which she had
promised. Subsequently a number of journalists, notably the cub reporter David Rohde, wrote reports in
which they claimed to have found evidence corroborating Mrs Albright’s allegations. In strict terms this
evidence amounted to nothing. ' '

In mid-summer of 1996 excavation work began on some of these sites, under the control of an ~
international organisation with at least some pretence of impartiality. From 1997 onwards one of the
warring factions was allowed to act as independent investigator of deeds alleged to have been carried out
against it by another warring faction. The products of this investigation became the core evidence of the
International Criminal Tribunal set up to prosecute war crimes in the former Yugoslavia. This Tribunal
fulfilled its remit by indicting and prosecuting Serbs to the almost total exclusion of everyone else — of
the very few Muslims, Croats and Kosovo Albanians indicted, even fewer were actually brought to trial.
Compounding this in the case of Srebrenica, the post-war administration of Bosnia put in place by the
international powers was, from the outset, plainly and overtly biased against the Bosnian Serbs and used
every means of economic and political pressure to compel the Republika Srpska leadership to confirm
the received version of what had happened at Srebrenica. And throughout everything, western
politicians and media lost no opportunity to invoke the massacre story as justification of international
intervention and of the continued oppression of Serbia,

What seems far more likely than the 'accepted version of events is that Srebrenica was a crucial part in
preparing the ground for the end-game for Bosnia which was concluded at Dayton just a few months
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fronts such as the Bihac pocket. By the same token, the Clinton govemment was delighted to be
furnished with a Propaganda coup that enabled them to give the green light to Croatia’s Operation Storm
in Krijina and to Pressgang Yugoslavia to the Dayton negotiations.

complicity,
Jail term

The BBC's Martin Plaut, who recenily travelled to Darfur, says the charges are part of a concerted drive by the Sudanese authorities to end western criticism
of their behaviour in the region.” _

He says that many Sudanese believe western aid workers have given information on alleged human rights abuses in Darfur to the United Nations, which has
passed a scaled list of 51 war crimes suspects to the Intemational Criminal Court, Qur correspondent says that in March, aid workers were threatened over
their reports of mass rape. ;

"He (Mr Foreman) is on bail and not allowed to leave the country, * MSF Holland spokesman GeofT Prescott told the BEC's Focus on Affica programme.
"He's been charged with crimes ageinst the state by the govermnment on the grounds that they didn't seem to have appreciated our report on rape in Darfir".

Mr Foreman had said "medical privilege" and patient confidentiality prevented him from handing over documents requested by the authoritjes.

He said the charity stood by its report, which he described as "accurate and truthful”™,
Sudan's state crime prosecutor said he had come to conelusion that the report was false,
Semsitive

Mr Foreman could face up 1o three years in prison if found guilty of falsifying the report. It is not yet known when he will appear in coun,

"We would like to reiterate that we think it's the people who perpetrate rape in Darfur who should bo in court, not {h : : .
assistance to the victims," Mr Prescott said. ¢ people “'r'(‘ ara trying to bring medjcal

The report - The Crushi f Rape: Sexual Violence in Darfir - whi i
m:_awmzi mmm." pe: Sexual Violence in Darfir - which came out i March, was based on the troatment of 500 women overa four-

It details nearly 300 of these cases, with several writien Up as witness statements, Mr Foreman said,

Contrary to Islam

http://www. srcbrenica-repart.com/numbers.htm




Srebrenica Numbers pagina 23 van 27

Rape is a sensitive subject for the Sudanese government.

The government had always maintained that, as it runs contrary to Islam, rape is not taking place on the scale that numerous United Nations and international
agencies have claimed.

Jan Pronk, head of the United Nations in Sudan, said he deplored the arrest.

"Thar document was a non-political document only based on humanitarian concern of MSF which has done an excellent job of helping victims of rape,”
Mr Pronk told the BBC.

MSF says it has a significant presence in Darfur, with more than 300 intemational staff and 3,000 local staff trealing some one million patients.

The UN says that about 180,000 people have died in the two-year conflict in Darfur, and more than two million driven from their homes.
Story from BBC NEWS:

Published: 2005/05/30 18:14:21 GMT

© BBC MMV

Eu' "Mevludin Oric left as a volunteer to Croatia in January 1992, getting military training
there. He...ended up as a member of the infamous Croatian volunteer brigade 'King Tomislav'
in Herzegovina, where he helped with the

occupation of the barracks at Capljina (which later became a POW camp for Serbs). After a
short holiday in Croatia, Oric crossed the Sava River, together with other volunteers, to
fight the 'Chetniks' [name used for Serb soldiers by the Muslims and Croats, meant to be
derogatory] in the town of Orasje. It is in this area, the Posavina, that the first mass
murder took place and the war hadn’t even started. Its victims were not Croats or Muslims,
but Serbs." (5ijekovac, March 27, 1992).

() (Extract from e-niail, June 1997: “One source .. often remarked to nie at that time and later that he saw nothing, repeat
nothing, that had substantiated claims in the press. Without going into all the boring details of security clearances, it is enough
that you kmow if, in fact, there had been any such evidence xx would have had to know about it.")

[ﬂus Role in Storm

Author: Ivo Pukanic

Source: Macional, Croatian weekly magazine
http://www.nacional.hr/index3e.php?broi=2005-05-24&kat=enqlish&tid=516

May 24, 2005 !
Thrilled with Operation Flash, President Clinton gave the go ahead for Operation Storm

EEEmsee L

The United States was actively involwed in the preparation, monitoring

And initiation of Operation Storm: the green light from President Clinton

Was passed on by the US military attache in Zagreb, and the operations were
transmitted in real time to the Pentagon.

Considering that the US was much more interested in the situation in

BiH (Bosnia) than in Croatia, they asked Croatla to permit them to install a
Military base with ummanned aircraft. The United States not only monitored the
complete Operation Storm, but they also actively participated with the
Creoatian Military in its preparation, and in the end directly initiated

The operation. The green light from the White House and then President

Clinton for Operation Storm was passed on by Colonel Richard C. Herrick, then
US military attache in Zagreb. Several days prior to the commencement of
Operation Storm, Herrick visited Markica Rebia in Zagreb. Rebia,

Miroslav Tudjman, then director of HIS and Miro Medimurac, then head of SIS,
held the most intensive communications with the American military and
intelligence agencies. As such, in 1996, Rebia was awarded the Meritorius Service
Medal by Peter Galbraith, then US Ambassador te Croatia.

Herrick passed on the message that the US had no opposition to the

Beginning of Operation Storm, that the operation had to be 'clean and fast' and
had to be completed in 5 days time. As Macional has learned, Rebia was
surprised that such an important political and military message would be passed
on through those channels, and following Herrick's visit, he immediately

http://www.srebrenica-report.com/numbers.htm
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informed the state administration of the message in writing, and there

is certain record of this teoday in the archives. As such, it is important

to note the Ambassador Peter Galbraith was completely left out of the

chain of 'command', and that this message came directly frem President Clinten,
Anthony Lake (then National Security Advisor) and Willian Perry (then

Defense Secretary) via Rebia to Minister Gojko Susak and President

Tudiman.

This was the climax of the cooperation between the US and Creatia,

which began teo develop in 1992 at the beginning of the Serbian-Muslim war. In
1895, Clinton was preparing for his re-election, and Bob Dole was the
Republican candidate who had requested that Congress remove the arms

embargo for the Muslims in BiH. For Clinton, the Balkans became an important
issue due to internal matters in the US and his stay in the White House. In
their strategy to resolve the crisis, they decided to use Croatia te attack
the Serbian forces in BiH, and therefore the Split Declaration was signed

by Izetbegovia and Tudjman, which permitted the entry of HV forces under

the leadership of Ante Gotovina inte BiH for the purposes of cooperation
with Army BiH. In order to realize that operation, HV had to climb the
Dinarid mountains above Knin and liberate the eity and Krajina through
Operation Storm, and then immediately transfer their troops into BiH in order to
pressure the Serbs and force Milosevia to sign the Peace Accord in

Dayton.

This was a battle against the clock for Clinton, for he needed a quick

solution to the crisis in crder te halt Dole's initiative and to prove

himself before his voters as a decisive president who could resoclve

such great crises such as the one in the former Yugoslavia, the horrors of

which were shown daily on CNN and other American TV stations. In order to

keep the English and French off his back, Clinton bypassed the classical
diplomatic channels, in order to be able to claim that he had not participated if
the operation were to go sour. However, considering that the operation, led

by Richard Helbrook on his behalf, ended successfully, and the men

emphasized their success in their respective books.

The [irst contact at the highest intelligence levels began in 1992,
When James Clapper was director of DIA (the Defense Intelligence Agency). :
His men in Croatia were Colonel Richard Herrick and his assistant Ivan Sarae.

Sarae was a fourth order [master] sergeant, the highest rank for a ,h
non-commissioned officer. Of Croatian descent, he emigrated to the US J
when he was 17 years old. After a few years, he enlisted in the army and was 3
sent to Zagreb at the beginning of the war there as he was familiar with the
circumstances and knew the language. Gpleonel Herrick was a construction
engineer, however, over time he climbed the ladder in the American

military and became one of Clapper's most trusted men.

-
=

Quickly a sort of 'trade' between the, two agenclies began. Cicatia gave . Y

DIA Russian 500 kg underwater,mines and the most medern Russian torpedos as i
well as the encryption codes used by the Yugoslav Army and the Russian army. o :
These weapons were transferred to the US via the Split airport. When .

The transport was conducted; the .entirg airpert was_c;ésgg offi; . Hercules
€C-130s landed in the night, the arms were loaded and transferred to the US or .
One of their European bases under the greatest security measures. Also, the - R
Croatian agency revealed the location of a chemical weapons factory in iy S
Bijelo polje near Mostar which the Serbs had transferred to Serbia.

This was & well-concealed factory which was unknown even to General Bienefeld,

Who was the greatest expert for chemical weapeons in Croatia.ﬁﬂith the help

Of samples found, the Rmerican experts were able to uncover all the types ! %Y Tk
Of toxins produced theré&'which had possibly been sold to Irag or other .
potential enemies of the US. This was only the beginning of

cooperation, by which the US immediately delivered wiretapping equipment aimed at
monitoring Serbia and Montenegro, a system which could simultanecusly record

20,000 telephone conversations. This cooperation was conducted with the US

NSA. % . -

Prior to Storm, the operations Summer 94 and Summer 95 had teo be

Carried out. In planning the operations of bringing Croatian troops above Knin, "y
The US assisted in the intelligence part of the operations. In order to,

precisely plan the penetration into the Bosnian mountains inland of -

Knin, much Information was needed on the movement of Serbian troops, their
communication system, codes and establishment of shelling peints.

Considering that the US was much more interested in the situation in

BiH than in Croatia, they asked Croatia to permit them to install a '
Military base with ummanned aircraft. The basic condition was that this be the
best-kept secret, so that it would not appear that the US had taken

sides in this war. The island of Brac was selected, as it eould be well
protected. There all the equipment and’' personnel led by the CIA experts, with the
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long-range unmanned aircraft which could cover the entire territory of

BiH to the Serbian corridor on the Sava River. The entire Krajina region in
Croatia was also in its range. At that time, no one had any idea what

Was going on and what was being hidden on the island of Brac. Nor did the
US allies, the Germans, have any idea. They sent their military attache
There on 1 January 1994. He hired a rent-a-car and drove the outer fence of
The base and began taking pictures, thinking that the alertness in the base
Had faltered on New Year's Day. However, he was quickly spotted by SIS and
arrested. Only when he was brought into Gotovina for questioning was it
learned that this was the German military attache in Zagreb, Hans

Schwan.

After this incident, the entire base was transferred to Sepurina near

Zadar, and a triple line of defense placed around it. Equipment was brought in
From the US overnight, and from Sepurina, the unmanned aircraft could cover
Every corner of Krajina and BiH. The Americans had a silent agreement with HV
to hand over all the photos of the terrain and the Serbian troops, while

the images were transferred via satellite in real time to the Pentagon.

Three US and three Croatian officers monitored the situation at all times.

Prior to operation Flash, which was supposed to serve as a dress

Rehearsal ' for Storm, at exactly midnight, six hours prior to the beginning of the
operation, Herrick and Sarae were called into the police and were

informed that the planned action would begin in a few hours time. In the Police
Ministry, at exactly midnight, the staff of Operation Flash was formed,

which was transferred to the Defense Ministry at é a.m. When the staff

was moved, the American military attache moved with it., He constantly

requested updates and sent them directly to Clinten in the White House. Each
morning, the American President was informed of the preparations and every part
of the operation. The Americans were thrilled by the way Flash was carried

out, they realized that this model of cooperation with the Croatians was

ideal, and could be decisive in the battle against Milesevia in BiH and could
ultimately result in removing him from power. The Pentagon coordinated

the entire action via Richard Herrick, and the CIA activities were

coordinated by Marc Kelton, head of the CIA branch in Zagreb, who cooperated
closely with Miroslav Tudjman, then head of HIS.

At the time Storm was under preparation, the Americans supplied HV with
intelligence on the movements of Serbs in Krajina and the movements of

YNA on the eastern borders of Croatia. They feared that Milosevia would

launch a counter-attack with two tank brigades in eastern Slavonia if the Croats
launched an attack on Knin. Through intensive monitoring of communications
between Belgrade and Knin, and within Serbia, they came to the conclusion

that there would be no counter-attack. It was risky that the Serbs might

launch an attack from Knin itself when Gotovina and his units arrived

on the Dinarid mountains above the city. Had the unmanned aircraft and
monitoring showed offensive maneuvers by the troops, Storm would have begun ten
days earlier.

In the wee hours of 4 August 1995, the Croatian units were issued the
command to turn off all telecommunications devices between midnight and
4 am. Later it was learned that the Americans had used that time to
electronically intercept and destroy the Serbian telecommunications
devices.

HV was left with one hour, from 4-5 AM to use their radio ties teo

Coordinate the operation. Just prior to Storm, the American military attache was
Again called to the operation staff. Ivan Sarae was again with him. One eor

two days prior to Storm, Herrick, who had prepared Storm with the Croatian
officers and gave the operation the green light on Clinton's behalf,

was replaced by Colonel John Sadler. At exactly midnight, they arrived at

the operative staff and from there followed all the events in the field.

This time,; the entire Operation was transmitted in real time via satellite

to the Pentagon, where these images remain archived today. The signal
transmitted to the signal by the Americans was also received by HV, and with the
help of those images, the firing upon Serbian positions and the military base
near Knin could be monitored to within millimeters. In addition to
electronically destroying the Serbian communications, the US military alse acted
militarily against the Serbian positions, when it fired on the anti-aircraft
battery near Knin from American combat planes that flew over the battle area.
That news was released only once, on the 6 o'clock news. Afterwards, the US
sharply condemned this, and that news was never repeated. No one

believed the official American explanatien for the rocket attack, and today the
general perception is that this was direct US assistance to HV, only

that even ten years after Storm this must not be admitted, due to US-British
relations, as Britain had a completely different perspective on how to

resolve the Balkan issue. And it still does today,

http://www.srebrenica-report.com/numbers.htm
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The US was thrilled with the hoew fast and clean the operation was

conducted, and with its outcome, which permitted the lightning fast entry of HV
into BiH and penetration all the way to BanJa Luka and, finally, Belgrade's
consent to sign the Dayton Accord. The American contrel and

satisfaction of the complete operation was later confirmed in the statements that the
operation was carried out properly, and as such, the US-Croatian 1y
cooperation in intelligence and military matters intensified. General Cofonel
Patrick Hughes, Clapper's successor as director of DIA, visited Creatia,
Intensified CDOPEIatiOI‘l in the sector of electronic monitoring of Serbia and
Montenegre, other intelligence was swapped, MPRI began its intensive training of
The Croatian military and Rebia was decorated for his efforts.

The first word that Croatian officers might have to stand trial for the
events during Storm was heard in 1997. The US immediately responded and %
requested on a dozen occasions in discussions with the Hague Prosecutor g "
that Storm, as a militarily-clean cperation, be left alone, as Nacional has
learned from a high-ranking diplomatic scurce. At that time, there was
a problem concerning the extradition of Mladen Naletilia Tuta to the
Hague, and the US promised Croatia that the Hague would not raise charges for
Storm if they handed Naletilia over. Naletilia was extradited, and Carla Del
Ponte outwitted the American administration and began with her demands that
The Croatian generals be investigated as suspects in Storm. The US was
Dismayed but was not allowed to show this, trying to resolve the matter through
Quiet diplomacy instead, which to this day has not succeeded. Therefore it -
Would be a step in the right direction for the Hague to request that the
,g‘\ Pentagon hand over all the images recorded by the 'Predator' unmanned aircraft
. During and after Storm.

Furthermore, for the interests of truth, all of the high ranking American
military and intelligence officers involved in the entire operation,

which ended the war in the Balkans and removed Milosevic from power, should
be called to testify in the Hague. Those responsible for the crimes which
took place after the operation are known, and they are the ones which should
stand before the court, as they should have eight or nine years ago.

Had these men been tried then, Carla Del Ponte today would have no aces up
her sleeve, and Croatia would not have the problems it has, with the entire
operation proclaimed a 'criminal operation' and the entire state
administration of the time a 'criminal organization'.
http://ccyptome.org/us-op-storm. htm

bl Quite how 5,800 unidentified bodies could be definitely linked to Srebrenica was not explained. Nor did the journalist
appear lo be aware that the 200 identified bodies were not those of people who were definitely in Srebrenica when 1t fell, just
200 people whose names were on the list of missing persons compiled by the ICRC.

[6] [ﬁ]chorters always find it difficult to establish accurate figures for casualties or displacements caused during conflicts.
But, whilst this is readily understandable, there are indications that the use of such statistics during the conflicts in Yugoslavia
was subject to even greater distortions than is normal.

Media coverage from 1993/4 until the end of the decade routinely asserted that the war in Bosnia had claimed 250,000 lives.
Those who have made serious efforts to discover the source of this figure believe that it was originally merely an estimate
issued by the Bosnian Muslim government in Sarajevo. It was initially reported in this way, but as time passed the

qugdliﬁcazions were gradually dropped and 1t became an official figure — despite the fact that it was not backed by supportive
evidence.

Large, uncorroborated figures of this kind are useful to journalists. They provide the simplest and most effective justification
for the importance of a story. Aid agencies also find them helpful in their struggle to fundraise to support their activities. For
the Bosnian Muslim government (and their overt and covert backers in Western countries), the statistics were crucial: the

outside world was not going to intervene in a small local war, but was likely to do so if it could be eru
Vs p . ; 3 ortr
vicious conflict with many casualties. portrayed as a cruel and

http://www srebrenica-report.com/numbers.htm
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Official UK deaths in the 2™ World War were 388,000, made up of 326,000 military and 62,000 civilian. This was a war that
lasted more than five years and involved heavy fighting on land, sea and in the air in many different theatres of war. It is
extremely hard to believe that deaths in the Bosnian war, which lasted half as long and was not comparable in terms of the
scope and intensity of conflict, were on anything like the same scale — especially as the 200,000+ figure was circulating as
early as 1993..

George Kenney was one of the first to question the figures coming out of Bosnia. He resigned from the US State Department
Yugoslav desk in 1992 in protest at the US government’s lack of action over what he then perceived to be a great
humanitarian tragedy. Over the following years he looked into matters in much more depth and significantly revised his
views. He pointed out as far back as 1993 that estimated casualties were inflated. Twelve years later his criticisms still stand,
yet little has apparently been done to establish the reality of what happened.

Up to the present time, spring/summer 2005, a total of around 20,000 bodies from improvised graves appear to have been

recovered in the whole of Bosnia. No attempt seems to have been made to count the people, on all sides, who died in the

conflict and were buried in marked graves. A full ten years after it ended, therefore, there is no reliable total — indeed, no
good ballpark figure — for the casualties of the war,

A chart of the numbers of missing in Bosnia during each month from 1992 to 1995 suggests that causalties were on a far
smaller scale than was suggested at the time. Only July 1995 (when people were actively encouraged to come forward to
report relatives missing from Srebrenica) shows a total running to many thousands; for most months during the three year
period, missing totals are negilible.

L}

Tutul
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7 I,

Srebrenica
And the Politics of
War Crimes

Findings of the Srebrenica Research Group
into the allegations of events and the background leading up to
them, in Srebrenica, Bosnia & Herzegovina, in 1995.
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The Politics of the Srebrenica Massacre*

By Edward S. Herman

“Srebrenica” has become the symbol of evil, and specifically Serb evil. It is commonly
described as “a horror without parallel in the history of Europe since the Second World War” in
which there was a cold-blooded execution “of at least 8,000 Muslim men and boys.” [1] The
events in question took place in or near the Bosnian town of Srebrenica between July 10 and 19,
1995, as the Bosnian Serb army (BSA) occupied that town and fought with and killed many
Bosnian Muslims, unknown numbers dying in the fighting and by executions. There is no
question but that there were executions, and that many Bosnian Muslim men died during the
evacuation of Srebrenica and its aftermath. But even though only rarely discussed there is a
major issue of how many were executed, as numerous bodies found in local grave sites were

~ victims of fighting, and many Bosnian Muslim men who fled Srebrenica reached Bosnian

e Muslim territory safely. Some bodies were also those of the many Serbs killed in the forays by
the Bosnian Muslims out of Srebrenica in the years before July 1995,

The Srebrenica massacre has played a special role in the politics of Western treatment of the
restructuring of the former-Yugoslavia and in Western interventionism more broadly, and it is
receiving renewed attention and memorialization at its tenth anniversary in July 2005. It is
regularly cited as proof of Serb evil and genocidal intent and helped justify a focus on
punishing the Serbs and Milosevic and NATO’s 1999 war on Serbia. It has also provided
important moral support for the further Western wars of vengeance, power projection, and
“liberation,” having shown that there is evil that the West can and must deal with forcibly.

However, there are three matters that should have raised serious questions about the massacre at
the time and since, but didn’t and haven’t. One was that the massacre was extremely convenient
to the political needs of the Clinton administration, the Bosnian Muslims, and the Croats (see
Section 1 below). A second was that there had been (and were after Srebrenica) a series of
claimed Serb atrocities, that were regularly brought forth at strategic moments when forcible
intervention by the United States and NATO bloc was in the offing but needed some solid
public relations support, but which were later shown to be fraudulent (Section 2). A third is that
the evidence for a massacre, certainly of one in which 8,000 men and boys were executed, has
always been problematic, to say the least (Sections 3 and 4).

1. Political Convenience

The events of Srebrenica and claims of a major massacre were extremely helpful to the Clinton
administration, the Bosnian Muslim leadership, and Croatian authorities. Clinton was under
political pressure in 1995 both from the media and from Bob Dole to take more forceful action
in favor of the Bosnian Muslims, [2] and his administration was eager to find a justification for
more aggressive policies. Clinton officials rushed to the Srebrenica scene to confirm and
publicize the claims of a massacre, just as William Walker did later at Racak in January 1999
Walker’s immediate report to Madeleine Albright caused her to exult that “spring has come .

early this year” [3] Srebrenica allowed the “fall to come early” for the Cli e
the summer of 1995. y e Clinton administration in

Bosnian Muslim leaders had been struggling

! for several years t I
to intervene more forcibly on their behalf, a 4 D RerRaade e NATO povens

nd there is strong evidence that they were prepared
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not only to lie but also to sacrifice their own citizens and soldiers to serve the end of inducing
intervention (matters discussed further in Section 2). Bosnian Muslim officials have claimed
that their leader, Alija Izetbegovic, told them that Clinton had advised him that U.S.
Intervention would only occur if the Serbs killed at least 5,000 at Srebrenica. [4] The
abandonment of Srebrenica by a military force much larger than that of the attackers, and a
retreat that made that larger force vulnerable and caused it to suffer heavy casualties in fighting
and vengeance executions, helped produce numbers that would meet the Clinton criterion, by
hook or by crook. There is other evidence that the retreat from Srebrenica was not based on any
military necessity but was strategic, with the personnel losses incurred considered a necessary
sacrifice for a larger purpose. [5]

Croatian authorities were also delighted with the claims of a Srebrenica massacre, as this
deflected attention from their prior devastating ethnic cleansing of Serbs and Bosnian Muslims
in Western Bosnia (almost entirely ignored by the Westemn media), [6] and it provided a cover
for their already planned removal of several hundred thousand Serbs from the Krajina area in
Croatia. This massive ethnic cleansing operation was carried out with U.S. approval and
logistical support within a month of the Srebrenica events, and it may well have involved the
killing of more Serb civilians than Bosnian Muslim civilians killed in the Srebrenica area in
July: most of the Bosnian Muslim victims were fighters, not civilians, as the Bosnian Serbs
bused the Srebrenica women and children to safety; the Croatians made no such provision and
many women, children and old people were slaughtered in Krajina. [7] The ruthlessness of the
Croats was impressive: “UN troops watched horrified as Croat soldiers dragged the bodies of
dead Serbs along the road outside the UN compound and then pumped them full of rounds from
the AK-47s. They then crushed the bullet-ridden bodies under the tracks of a tank.” [8] But this
was hardly noticed in the wake of the indignation and propaganda generated around Srebrenica
with the aid of the mainstream media, whose co-belligerency role in the Balkan wars was
already well-entrenched. [9]

£ N

The International Criminal Tribunal for Yugoslavia (ICTY) and UN also had an important role
to play in the consolidation of the standard Srebrenica massacre narrative. From its inception
the ICTY served as an arm of the NATO powers, who created it, funded it, served as its police
arm and main information source, and expected and got responsive service from the
organization. [10] The ICTY focused intensively on Srebrenica and provided important and
nominally independent corroboration of the massacre claims along with citable “judicial”
claims of planned “genocide.” The UN is less thoroughly integrated into NATO-power
demands, but it is highly responsive and in the Srebrenica case it came through just as the
United States and its main allies desired. [11]

This political interest in the Srebrenica massacre hardly proves that the establishment narrative
is wrong. It does, however, suggest the need for caution and an awareness of the possibility of
falsification and inflated claims. That awareness has been entirely absent from mainstream
treatment of Srebrenica.

2. The Serial Lying Before and After Srebrenica

At each stage in the dismantlement of Yugoslavia, its ethnic cleansing, and before and during
the NATO war over the Kosovo province of Serbia in 1999, propaganda lies played a very
important role in forwarding conflict and anti-Serb actions. There were lies of omission and lies
that directly conveyed false impressions and information. An important form of lie of omission
was the regular presentation of Serb misbehavior as unique to the Serbs, not also characteristi
of the behavior of the Muslims and Croatians or of the conflict overall. In case after case tlf ’
media would report on Serb attacks and atrocities, having neglected to report the prior assalﬂ:s
on Serbs in those same towns and making the Serb behavior seem like unprovoked acts of
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aggression and barbarity.

This was evident from the very start of the serious fighting in 1991 in the republic of Croatia. In
their treatment of the Eastern Croatian city of Vukovar, for example, the media (and ICTY)
focused exclusively on the federal Yugoslav army’s capture of the town in the fall of 1991,
completely ignoring the prior spring and summer’s slaughter by Croatian National Guard troops
and paramilitaries of hundreds of ethnic Serbs who had lived in the Vukovar area. According
to Raymond K. Kent, “a substantial Serb population in the major Slavonian city of Vukovar
disappeared without having fled, leaving traces of torture in the old Austrian the spring
catacombs under the city along with evidence of murder and rape. The Western media, whose
demonization of the Serbs was well underway, chose to overlook these events...” [12] This
selective and misleading focus was standard media and ICTY practice.

Lies of omission were also clear in the attention given Bosnian Serb prison camps like
Omarska, which the media focused on intensively and with indi gnation, when in fact the
Muslims and Croats had very similar prison camps—at Celebici, Tarcin, Livno, Bradina,
Odzak, and in the Zetra camp in Sarajevo, among other sites—[13] with roughly comparable
numbers, facilities, and certainly no worse treatment of prisoners; [14] but in contrast with the
Serbs, the Muslims and Croats hired competent PR firms and refused permission to inspect their
facilities—and the already well-developed structure of bias made the media little interested in
any but Serb camps.

Wild allegations of Auschwitz-like conditions in Serb “concentration camps” were spread by
“journalists of attachment” who lapped up propaganda handouts by Muslim and Croat officials
and PR hirlings. Roy Gutman, who won a Pulitzer prize jointly with John Burns for Bosnia
reporting in 1993, depended heavily on Croat and Muslim officials and witnesses with suspect
credentials and implausible claims, and he was a major source of inflated, one-sided, and false
“concentration camp” propaganda. [15] John Burns’ Pulitzer award was based on an extended
interview with Boris Herak, a captured Bosnian Serb supplied to him and a Soros-funded film-
maker by the Bosnian Muslims. Several years later Herak admitted that his extremely
implausible confession had been coerced and that he had been forced to memorize many pages
of lies. Two of his alleged victims also turned up alive in later years. In reporting on Herak,
John Burns and the New York Times (and the Soros-funded film) suppressed the credibility-
damaging fact that Herak had also accused former UNPROFOR commandant, Canadian
General Lewis Mackenzie, of having raped young Muslim women at a Serb-run bordello. [16]
These scandalous awards are symptomatic of the media bias that was already overwhelming in
1992 and 1993,

In a recent development of interest, on a visit to the dying Alija Izetbegovic, Bernard Kouchner
asked him about the Bosnian Serb concentration camps, whereupon Izetbegovic, surprisingly,
admitted that these claims had been inflated with the aim of getting NATO to bomb the Serbs.
[17] This important confession has not been mentioned in the U.S. or British mainstream media.

One of the most important propaganda lies of the 1990s featured the Serb-run Trnopolje camp
visited by Britain’s ITN reporters in August 1992. These reporters photographed the resident
Fikret Alic, showing him emaciated and seemingly inside a concentration camp fence. In fact
Fikret Alic was in a transit camp, was a sick man (and was sick with tuberculosis long before,
reaching the camp), was not in any way representative of others in the camp, and was soon able
to move to Sweden. Furthermore, the fence was around the photographers I;Ot the man
photographed. [18] But this hugely dishonest photo was featured ever}ﬂnh::re in the West a
proving a Serb-organized Auschwitz, was denounced by NATO high officials. and hel eds
provide the moral basis for the creation of the ICTY and its clear focus on Serb evil €
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In the case of the siege of Sarajevo, as with conflict around many “safe haven” towns, the
Bosnian Muslim government engaged in a steady program of provoking the Serbs, blaming
them for the ensuing response, lying about casualties, and trying—usually successfully—to
place the blame on the Serbs. As Tim Fenton has said, “Massacre allegations by the Bosnian
Mpslims followed any reported conflict as night followed day: most notoriously Muslim Prime
Minister Haris Silajdzic claimed the UN was responsible for the deaths of 70,000 in Bihac in
early 1995, when in fact there had barely been any fighting and casualties were small.” [19]

A remarkable feature of the Bosnian Muslim struggle to demonize the Serbs, in order to get
NATO to come to Bosnian Muslim aid with bombs, was their willingness to kill their own
people. This was most notable in the case of the ruthless bombing of Sarajevo civilians in three
massacres: in 1992 (the “Breadline Massacre”), 1994 (the Markale “Market Massacre”) and a
“Second Market Massacre” in 1995. In the standard narrative the Serbs were responsible for
these massacres, and it is admittedly not easy to believe that the Muslim leadership would kill
their own for political advantage even if the evidence points strongly in that direction. But these
massacres were all extremely well timed to influence imminent NATO and UN decisions to
intervene more forcibly on behalf of the Bosnian Muslims. More important, numerous UN
officials and senior Western military officials have claimed that the evidence is strong in all
three cases that the actions were planned and executed by Bosnian Muslims. [20] U.S. Army
officer John E. Sray, who was on the scene in Bosnia during these and other massacres and was
head of the U.S. intelligence section in Sarajevo, even suggested that the incidents, and probable
Bosnian Muslim official connivance in these atrocities, “deserve a thorough scrutiny by the
International War Crimes Tribunal.” [21] Needless to say no such scrutiny was forthcoming. In
short, this view of the three massacres is not conspiracy theory, it is a conclusion based on
serious and substantial evidence, but not even debated in the party-line dominated accounts of

recent Balkan history. [22]

Both before and after Srebrenica lying about numbers killed was also standard practice, helpful
in sustaining the dominant narrative. For Bosnia, in December 1992 the Bosnian Muslim
government claimed 128,444 deaths of their forces and people, a number which grew to
200,000 by June 1993, rising to 250,000 in 1994. [23] These figures were swallowed without a
qualm by Western politicians, media, and intellectual war-campaigners (e.g., David Rieff), with
Clinton himself using the 250,000 figure in a speech in November 1995. Former State
Department official George Kenney has long questioned these figures and marveled at media
gullibility in accepting these claims without the least interest in verification. His own estimate iy
ran between 25,000 and 60,000. [24] More recently, a study sponsored by the Norwegian
government estimated the Bosnian war dead as 80,000, and one sponsored by the Hague
Tribunal itself came up with a figure of 102,000 dead. [25] Neither of these studies has been
reported on in the U.S. media, which had regularly offered its readers/listeners the inflated

numbers.

A similar inflation process took place during the 78-day NATO bombing war in 1999, with high
U.S. officials at various moments claiming 100,000, 250,000 and 500,000 Serb killings of
Kosovo Albanians, along with the lavish use of the word “genocide” to describe Serb actions in
Kosovo. [26] This figure gradually shrank to 11,000, and has remained there despite the fact
that only some 4,000 bodies were found in one of the most intense forensic searches in history,
and with unknown numbers of those bodies combatants, Serbs, and civilian victims of U.S.
bombing. But the 11,000 must be valid because the NATO governments and ICTY say it is
and Michael Ignatieff assured readers of the New York Times that “whether those 11.334 bo&ics
will be found depends on whether the Serb military and the police removed them.” EZ'{]

This r'ecord of systemali‘c disinformation certainly does not disprove the truth of the standard
narrative on the Srebrenica massacre. It does, however, suggest the need for a close look at the
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claims, which have proved so convenient, a close look that the mainstream has steadily refused
to provide,

3. The Problematic Massacre Claims

By the time of the Srebrenica events of July 1995 the stage had been well set for making
massacre claims effective. The serial lying had been largely unchallenged in the mainstream,
the demonization process and good-versus-evil dichotomy had been well established, the ICTY
and UN leadership were closely following the agenda of the United States and its NATO allies,
and the media were on board as co-belligerents.

In this environment, context-stripping was easy. One element of context was the fact that the
“safe area” concept was a fraud, as the safe areas were supposed to have been disarmed, but
weren’t, and with UN connivance. [28] They were therefore used by the Bosnian Muslims in
Srebrenica and other safe havens as launching pads for attacks on nearby Serb villages. In the
three years prior to the massacre well over a thousand Serb civilians were killed by Muslim
forces in scores of devastated nearby villages; [29] and well before July 1995 the Srebrenica
Muslim commander Nasir Oric proudly showed Western reporters videos of some of his
beheaded Serb victims and bragged about his killings. [30] Testifying before the Tribunal on
February 12, 2004, UN military commander in Bosnia in 1992 and 1993, General Philippe
Morillon, stated his conviction that the attack on Srebrenica was a “direct reaction” to the
massacres of Serbs by Nasir Oric and his forces in 1992 and 1993, massacres with which
Morillon was closely familiar. [31] Morillon’s testimony was of no interest to the Western
media, and when the ICTY finally got around to indicting Nasir Oric on March 28, 2003, very
possibly to create the image of judicial balance, he was charged with killing only seven Serbs
who were tortured and beaten to death after capture, and with the “wanton destruction” of
nearby villages. Although he openly bragged to Western reporters of slaughtering Serb
civilians, the ICTY reportedly “found no evidence that there were civilian casualties in the
attacks on Serb villages in his theater of operations.” [32]

When the Bosnian Serbs captured Srebrenica in July 1995, it was reported that the 2811

regiment of the Bosnian Muslim Army (BMA), comprising several thousand men, had just fled

the town. [33] The media failed to ask how such a large force could have been present in a

disarmed “safe area.” Having also succeeded in ignoring the prior abuses emanating from the

safe area, this allowed them to follow a quickly established party line of a planned “genocide” S
and inexplicable brutality rather than the vengeance which the media allow as semi-exoneration

of violence by “worthy” victims (e.g., Kosovo Albanians driving out and killing Serbs and

Roma after the NATO takeover of Kosovo).

A second element of context was the possible political basis for the surrender of Srebrenica by
a force in a good defensive position, outnumbering the attacking BSA by a 6-1 or 8-1 ratio, but
retreating in advance of the assault, their leaders having been withdrawn previously by order of
the Bosnian Muslim leadership. [34] This left the population unprotected, and made the BMA
cadres vulnerable as they retreated in disarray toward Bosnian Muslim lines. Could this have
been another self-sacrificing maneuver by the leadership to produce victims, perhaps designed
to help meet the Clinton 5,000 target and induce more forcible NATO intervention? These
questions never arose in the mainstream media.

The Srebrenica events had a number of features that made it possible to claim 8,000 “men and
boys’j executed. One was the confusion and uncertainty about the fate of the ﬂe:eing Bosnian
Muslim forces, some reaching Tuzla safel , some killed in the fighting, and some captured. The
8,000 figure was first provided by the Red Cross, based on their crude estimate that the BSA
had captured 3,000 men and that 5,000 were reported “missing.” [35] It is well established that
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thousands of those “missing” had reached Tuzla or were killed in the fighting, [36] but in an
amazing transformation displaying the eagerness to find the Bosnian Serbs evil and the Muslims
victims, the “reaching safety/killed-in-action” basis of being missing was ignored and the
missing were taken as executed! This misleading conclusion was helped along by the Red
Cross’s reference to the 5,000 as having “simply disappeared,” and its failure to correct this
politically biased usage and claim despite its own recognition that “several thousand” refugees
had reached Central Bosnia. [37]

It was also helped along by the Bosnian Muslim leadership’s refusal to disclose the names and
numbers of those reaching safety, [38] but there was a remarkable readiness in the Western
establishment not only to ignore those reaching safety, but also to disregard deaths in fighting
and to take dead bodies as proving executions. The will to believe here was limitless: reporter
David Rohde saw a bone sticking up in a grave site near Srebrenica, which he just knew by
instinct was a remnant of an execution and serious evidence of a “massacre.” [39] It was
standard media practice to move from an asserted and unproven claim of thousands missing, or
a report of the uncovering of bodies in a grave site, to the conclusion that the claim of 8,000
executed was thereby demonstrated. [40]

a With 8,000 executed and thousands killed in the fighting there should have been huge grave
sites and satellite evidence of both executions, burials, and any body removals. But the body
searches in the Srebrenica vicinity were painfully disappointing, with only some two thousand
bodies found in searches through 1999, including bodies killed in action and possibly Serb
bodies, some pre-dating July 1995. The sparseness of these findings led to claims of body
removal and reburial, but this was singularly unconvincing as the Bosnian Serbs were under
intense military pressure after July 1995. This was the period when NATO was bombing Serb
positions and Croat/Muslim armies were driving towards Banja Luka. The BSA was on the
defensive and was extremely short of equipment and resources, including gasoline. To have
mounted an operation of the magnitude required to exhume, transport and rebury thousands of
corpses would have been far beyond the BSA’s capacity at that time. Furthermore, in carrying
out such a program they could hardly hope to escape observation from OSCE personnel, local
civilians, and satellite observations.

On August 10, 1995, Madeleine Albright showed some satellite photos at a closed session of
the Security Council, as part of a denunciation of the Bosnian Serbs, includi ng one photo
showing people—-allegedly Bosnian Muslims near Srebrenica--assembled in a stadium, and one

Y allegedly taken shortly thereafter showing a nearby field with “disturbed” soil. These photos
have never been publicly released, but even if they are genuine they don’t prove either
executions or burials. Furthermore, although the ICTY speaks of “an organized and
comprehensive effort” to hide bodies, and David Rohde claimed a “huge Serb effort to hide
bodies,” [41] neither Albright nor anyone else has ever shown a satellite photo of people
actually being executed, buried, or dug up for reburial, or of trucks conveying thousands of
bodies elsewhere. This evidence blank occurred despite Albright’s wamning the Serbs that “We
will be watching,” and with satellites at that time making at least eight passes per day and
geostationary drones able to hover and take finely detailed pictures in position over Bosnia
during the summer of 1995. [42] The mainstream media have found this failure to confirm of no
interest.

There have been a great many bodies gathered at Tuzla, some 7,500 or more, many in poor
condition or parts only, their collection and handling incompatible with professional forensic
standards:, their provenance unclear and link to the July 1995 events in Srebrenica unproven and
often unlikely, [43] and the manner of their death usually uncertain. Interestingly, although the
Serbs were regularly accused of trying to hide bodies, there has never been any s:tggestion that
the Bosnian Muslims, long in charge of the body search, might shift bodies around and

http://www.srebrenica-report.com/politics.htm 19-7-05




o Srebrenica Politics pagina 8 van 18

otherwise manipulate evidence, despite their substantial record of dissembling. A systematic
attempt to use DNA to trace connections to Srebrenica is underway, but entails many problems,
apart from that of the integrity of the material studied and process of investigation, and will not
resolve the question of differentiating executions from deaths in combat. There are also lists of'
missing, but these lists are badly flawed, with duplications, individuals listed who had died
before July 1995, who fled to avoid BSA service, or who registered to vote in 1997, and they
include individuals who died in battle or reached safety or were captured and assumed a new
existence elsewhere. [44]

The 8,000 figure is also incompatible with the basic arithmetic of Srebrenica numbers before
and after July 1995. Displaced persons from Srebrenica—that is, massacre survivors--
registered with the World Health Organization and Bosnian government in early August 1995,
totalled 35,632. Muslim men who reached Muslim lines “without their families being
informed” totaled at least 2,000, and some 2,000 were killed in the fighting. That gives us
37,632 survivors plus the 2,000 combat deaths, which would require the prewar population of
Srebrenica to have been 47,000 if 8,000 were executed, whereas the population before July was
more like 37-40,000 (Tribunal judge Patricia Wald gave 37,000 as her estimate). The numbers
don’t add up. [45]

There were witnesses to killings at Srebrenica, or those who claimed to be witnesses. There
were not many of these, and some had a political axe to grind or were otherwise not credible,
[46] but several were believable and were probably telling of real and ugly events. But we are
talking here of evidence of hundreds of executions, not 8,000 or anything close to it. The only
direct participant witness claim that ran to a thousand was that of Drazen Erdemovic, an ethnic
Croat associated with a mercenary group of killers whose members were paid 12 kilos of gold
for their Bosnian service (according to Erdemovic himself) and ended up working in the Congo
on behalf of French intelligence. His testimony was accepted despite its vagueness and
inconsistencies, lack of corroboration, and his sufferi ng from mental problems sufficient to
disqualify him from trial--but not from testifying before the Tribunal, free of cross-examination.
within two weeks of this disqualification from trial. This and other witness evidence suffered
from serious abuse of the plea-bargaining process whereby witnesses could receive miti gating
sentences if they cooperated sufficiently with the prosecution. [47]

It is also noteworthy how many relatively impartial observers in or near Srebrenica in July
1995 didn’t see any evidence of massacres, including the members of the Dutch forces present

A in the “safe area” and people like Henry Wieland, the chief UN investigator into alleged human
rights abuses, who could find no eyewitnesses to atrocities after five days of interviewing
among the 20,000 Srebrenica survivors gathered at the Tuzla airport refugee camp. [48]

4. Anomalies

One anomaly connected with Srebrenica has been the stability of the figure of Bosnian Muslim
victims—8,000 in July 1995 and 8,000 today, despite the crudity of the initial estimate, the
evidence that many or most of the 5,000 “missing” reached Bosnian Muslim territory or were
killed in the fighting, and the clear failure to produce supportive physical evidence despite a
massive effort. In other cases, like the 9/11 fatality estimate, and even the Bosnian killings and
Kosovo bombing war estimates, the original figures were radically scaled down as evidence of
body counts made the earlier inflated numbers unsustainable. [49] But because of its key
political role for the United States, Bosnian Muslims and Croats, and an almost religious ardour

of belief in this claim, Sebrenica has been immune to evidence, From the beginning until today

the number has been taken as a given, a higher truth, the questioning of hic
lack of faith and very likely “apologetics” for the demon. S
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Another anomaly also showing the sacred, untouchable, and politicized character of the
Massacre in Western ideology has been the ready designation of the killings as a case of
“genocide.” The Tribunal played an important role here, with hard-to-match gullibility,
unrestrained psychologizing, and incompetent legal reasoning, which the judges have applied to
Serb-related cases only. On gullibility, one Tribunal judge accepted as fact the witness claim
that Serb soldiers had forced an old Muslim man to eat the liver of his grandson; [50] and the
judges repeatedly stated as an established fact that 7-8,000 Muslim men had been executed,
while simultaneously acknowledging that the evidence only “suggested” that “a majority” of the
7-8,000 missing had not been killed in combat, which yields a number substantially lower than
7-8,000. [51]

The Tribunal dealt with the awkward problem of the genocide-intent Serbs bussing Bosnian
Muslim women and children to safety by arguing that they did this for public relations reasons,
but as Michael Mandel points out, failing to do some criminal act despite your desire is called
“not committing a crime.” [52] The Tribunal never asked why the genocidal Serbs failed to
surround the town before its capture to prevent thousands of males from escaping to safety, or
why the Bosnian Muslim soldiers were willing to leave their women and children as well as

_ many wounded comrades to the mercies of the Serbs; [53] and they failed to confront the fact

~ that 10,000 mainly Muslim residents of Zvornik sought refugee from the civil war in Serbia
' itself, as prosecution witness Borislav Jovic testified. [54]

Among the other idiocies in the Tribunal judges’ argument, it was genocide if you killed many
males in a group in order to reduce the future population of that group, thereby making it
unviable in that area. Of course, you might want to kill them to prevent their killing you in the
future, but the court knows Serb psychology better—that couldn’t be the sole reason, there must
have been a more sinister aim. The Tribunal reasoning holds forth the possibility that with only
a little prosecution-friendly judicial psychologizing any case of killing enemy soldiers can be
designated genocide.

There is also the problem of definition of the group. Were the Serbs trying to eliminate all the
Muslims in Bosnia, or Muslims globally? Or just in Srebrenica? The judges suggested that
pushing them out of the Srebrenica area was itself genocide, and they essentially equated
genocide with ethnic cleansing. [55] It is notable that the ICTY has never called the Croat
ethnic cleansing of 250,000 Krajina Serbs “genocide” although in that case many women and
children were killed and the ethnic cleansing applied to a larger area and larger victim

™\ population than in Srebrenica. [56] (On August 10, 1995, Madeleine Albright cried out to the
Security Council that “as many as 13,000 men, women and children were driven from their
homes” in Srebrenica.) [57] Perhaps the ICTY had accepted Richard Holbrooke’s comic
designation of Krajina as a case of “involuntary expulsions.” [58] The bias is blatant; the
politicization of a purported judicial enterprise is extreme.

Media treatment of the Srebrenica and Krajina cases followed the same pattern and illustrates
well how the media make some victims worthy and others unworthy in accord with a political
agenda. With the Serbs their government’s target, and their government actively aiding the
massive Croat ethnic cleansing program in Krajina, the media gave huge and indignant
treatment to the first, with invidious language, calls for action, and little context. With Krajina,
attention was slight and passing, indignation was absent, detailed reporting on the condition of
the victims was minimal, descriptive language was neutral, and there was context offered that
made the events understandable. The contrast is so gross as to be droll: the attack on Srebrenica
“chilling,” “murderous,” “‘savagery,” “cold-blooded killing,” “genocidal,” “aggression, ”and of
course “ethnic cleansing.” With Krajina, the media used no such strong language—ﬁeveil ethnic
cieansiflg was too much for them. The Croat assault was merely abig “upheaval” that is
“softening up the enemy,” “a lightning offensive,” explained away as a “response to
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: S_rebrenica” and a result of Serb leaders “overplaying their hand.” The Washington Post even
cited U.S. Ambassador to Croatia Peter Galbraith saying the “the Serb exodus was not “ethnic

 cleansing’.” [59] The paper does not allow a challenge to that judgment. In fact, however, the
Croat operations in Krajina left Croatia as the most ethnically purified of all the former
components of the former Yugoslavia, although the NATO occupation of Kosovo has allowed
an Albanian ethnic cleansing that is rivalling that of Croatia in ethnic purification.

Another anomaly in the Srebrenica case is the insistence on bringing all the criminals (Serb) to
trial and getting the willing executioners (Serb) to admit guilt as necessary for justice and
essential for reconciliation. A problem is that justice cannot be one-sided or it ceases to be
Justice, and shows its true face as vengeance and a cover for other political ends. Ethnic
cleansing in Bosnia was by no means one-sided, and deaths by nationality were not far off from
population proportionality; [60] the Serbs claim and have documented thousands of deaths at
the hands of the Bosnian Muslims and their imported Mujahedin cadres, and by the Croatians,
and they have their own group examining and trying to identify bodies at an estimated 73 mass
graves. [61] This victimization has hardly been noticed by the Western media or ICTY—the
distinguished Yugoslav forensic expert Dr. Zoran Stankovic observed back in 1996 that “the
fact that his team had previously identified the bodies of 1,000 Bosnian Serbs in the

[ [Srebrenica] region had not interested prosecutor Richard Goldstone.* [62] Instead, there is a
steady refrain about the Serbs tendency to whine, whereas Bosnian Muslim complaints are

taken as those of true victims and are never designated whining.

Rather than producing reconciliation the steady focus on Srebrenica victims and killers makes
for more intense hatred and nationalism, just as the Kosovo war and its violence exacerbated
hatred and tensions there and showed that Clinton’s claimed objective of a tolerant multi-ethnic
Kosovo was a fraud. In Kosovo, this one-sided propaganda and NATO control has unleashed
serious and unremitting anti-Serb—along with anti-Roma, anti-Turk, anti-dissident-Albanian--
violence, helped along by the willingness of the NATO authorities to look the other way as their
allies—the purported victims—take their revenge and pursue their long-standing aim of ethnic
purification. [63] In Bosnia and Serbia the Serbs have been under steady attack, humiliated, and
their leaders and military personnel punished, while the criminals among the Bosnian Muslims,
Croats, and NATO powers (e.g., Clinton, Blair, Albright, Holbrooke) suffer no penalties [64]
and may even be portrayed as dispensers of justice (Clinton et al.).

It is clear that the objectives of the retribution-pushers are not justice and reconciliation—they

“  are to unify and strengthen the position of the Bosnian Muslims, to crush the Republica Srpska,
and possibly even eliminate it as an independent entity in Bosnia, to keep Serbia disorganized,
weak and dependent on the West, and to continue to put the U.S. and NATO attack and
dismantlement of Yugoslavia in a favorable light. The last objective requires diverting attention
from the Clinton/Bosnian Muslim role in giving Al Qaeda a foothold in the Balkans,
Izetbegovic's close alliance with Osama bin Laden, his Islamic Declaration declaring hostility
to a multi-ethnic state, [65] the importation of 4,000 Mujahaden to fight a holy war in Bosnia,
with active Clinton administration aid, and the KLA-Al Qaeda connection.

These aspects of the siding with the Bosnian Muslims have always been awkward for the war
propagandists, and they became more so after 9/11—the U.S. 9/1] Commission Report claims
that two of the 19 hijackers, Nawaf al Hazmi and Khalid al Mihdhar, and a “mastermind” of the
attack, Khalid Sheikh Mohammed, “fought” in Bosnia, and that bin Laden had “service” offices
in Zagreb and Sarajevo. [66] Despite the huge focus on 9/11 and Al Qaeda these links have not
been featured in the mainstream media and have not influenced Bosnian proconsul Paddy
Ashdown, who attended Izetbegovic’s funeral and continues to push Bosnian Muslim interests.

The Serbs, of course, were complaining about the brutality (and beheadi i
. : : adings) of the M
in 1993, but the media and ICTY were not interested then and remain uniﬁte)restedé LeL:J’as}}ﬁ(site 5
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talk about Srebrenica, the Bosnian Muslims as unique victims, and Clinton’s and the West’s
- generous if belated service to those victimized underdogs.

But didn’t the Bosnian Serbs “confess” that they had murdered 8,000 civilians? This has been
the take of the Western media, but again demonstrating their subservience to their leaders’
political agenda. The Bosnian Serbs actually did put out a report on Srebrenica in September
2002, [67] but this report was rejected by Paddy Ashdown for failing to come up with the
proper conclusions. He therefore forced a further report by firing a stream of Republica Srpska
politicians and analysts, threatening the RS government, and eventually extracting a report
prepared by people who would come to the officially approved conclusions. [68] This report,
issued on June 11, 2004, was then greeted in the Western media as a meaningful validation of
the official line—the refrain was, the Bosnian Serbs “admit” the massacre, which should finally
settle any questions. Amusingly, even this coerced and imposed report didn’t come near
acknowledging 8,000 executions (it speaks of “several thousand” executions). What this
episode “proves” is that the Western campaign to make the defeated Serbia grovel is not yet
terminated, and the media’s continuing gullibility and propaganda service.

Conclusion

The “Srebrenica massacre” is the greatest triumph of propaganda to emerge from the Balkan
wars. Other claims and outright lies have played their role in the Balkan conflicts, but while
some have retained a modest place in the propaganda repertoire despite challenge (Racak, the
Markale massacre, the Serb refusal to negotiate at Rambouillet, 250,000 Bosnian dead, the aim
of a Greater Serbia as the driving force in the Balkan wars), [69] the Srebrenica massacre reigns
supreme for symbolic power. It is the symbol of Serb evil and Bosnian Muslim victimhood, and
the justice of the Western dismantling of Yugoslavia and intervention there at many levels,
including a bombing war and colonial occupations of Bosnia-Herzegovina and Kosovo.

But the link of this propaganda triumph to truth and justice is non-existent. The disconnection
with truth is epitomized by the fact that the original estimate of 8,000, including 5,000
“missing”--who had left Srebrenica for Bosnian Muslim lines—was maintained even after it had
been quickly established that several thousand had reached those lines and that several thousand
more had perished in battle. This nice round number lives on today in the face of a failure to
oy find the executed bodies and despite the absence of a single satellite photo showing

= executions, bodies, digging, or trucks transporting bodies for reburial. The media have carefully
refrained from asking questions on this point, despite Albright’s August 1995 promise that “We
will be watching.”

That Albright statement, and the photos she did display at the time, helped divert attention from
the ongoing “Krajina massacre” of Serbs in Croatian Krajina, an ethnic cleansing process of
great brutality and wider scope than that at Srebrenica, in which there was less real fi ghting
than at Srebrenica, mainly attacks on and the killing and removal of defenseless civilians. At
Srebrenica the Bosnian Serbs moved women and children to safety, and there is no evidence of
any of them being murdered; [70] whereas in Krajina there was no such separation and an
estimated 368 women and children were killed, along with many too old and infirm to flee. [71]
One measure of the propaganda success of the “Srebrenica massacre” is that the possibiliﬁ' that
the intense focus on the Srebrenica massacre was serving as a cover for the immediately
following “Krajina massacre,” supported by the United States, was outside the orbit of thought

of the media. For the media, Srebrenica helped bring about K raji 1
coming, [72] g rajina, and the Serbs had it
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T!le media have played an important role in making the Srebrenica massacre a propaganda
triumph. As noted earlier, the media had become a co-belligerent by 1991, and all standards of

- Objectivity disappeared in their subservience to the pro-Bosnian Muslim and anti-Serb agenda.

Describing the reporting of Christine Amanpour and others on a battle around Goradze, U.S.
Army Lieutenant Colonel John Sray wrote back in October 1995 that these news reports “were
devoid of any semblance of truth,” that Americans were suffering from “a cornucopia of
disinformation,” that “America has not been so pathetically deceived” since the Vietnam War,
and that popular perceptions of Bosnia “have been forged by a prolific propaganda machine..
[that has] managed to manipulate illusions to further Muslim goals.” [73]

That propaganda machine also conquered the liberals and much of the left in the United States,
who swallowed the dominant narrative of the evil Serbs seeking hegemony, employing
uniquely brutal and genocidal strategies, and upsetting a previous multi-cultural haven in
Bosnia—run by Osama bin Laden’s friend and ally Alija Izetbegovic, and with rectification
brought belatedly by Clinton, Holbrooke and Albright working closely with Iran, Turkey and
Saudi Arabia! The liberal/left war coalition needed to find the Serbs demons in order to justify
imperial warfare, and they did so by accepting and internalizing a set of lies and myths that
make up the dominant narrative. [74] This liberal/”cruise missile left” (CML) combo was
important in helping develop the “humanitarian intervention” rationale for attacking Serbia on
behalf of the Kosovo Liberation Army, and in fact preparing the ground for Bush’s eventual
basing of his own wars on the quest for “liberation.” [75] The Srebrenica massacre helped make
the liberals and CML true believers in the crusade in the Balkans and gave moral backup to
their servicing the expanding imperial role of their country and its allies.

Former UN official Cedric Thornberry, writing in 1996, noted that “prominently in parts of the
international liberal media” the position is “that the Serbs were the only villains,” and back at
UN headquarters in the spring of 1993 he was wamed: “Take cover—the fix is on.” [76] The
fix was on, even if only tacit and built-in to the government-media-Tribunal relationship. It
helped make the Srebrenica massacre the symbol of evil and, with the hel p of Tribunal
“justice,” and support of liberals and CML, provided a cover for the U.S.-NATO attack on and
dismantling of Yugoslavia, colonial occupations in Bosnia and Kosovo, and justification for
“humanitarian intervention” more broadly. What more could be asked of a propaganda system?

Notes:

*This paper is partly drawn from and cites chapters in a forthcoming book on the Srerbrenica
massacre, Srebrenica: The Politics of War Crimes, written by George Bogdanich, Tim Fenton,
Philip Hammond, Edward S. Herman, Michael Mandel, Jonathan Rooper, and George
Szamuely. This book is referred to in the notes below as Politics of War Crimes. The author
and his colleagues are indebted to Diana Johnstone, David Peterson, Vera Vratusa-Zunjic,
Milan Bulajic, Milivoje Ivanisevic, Konstantin Kilibarda, and George Pumphrey for advice.
Johnstone’s Fools Criesade is a fine basic statement of an alternative perspective on the Balkan
Wars; George Pumphrey’s ”Srebrenica: Three Years Later, And Still Searching,” is a classic
critique of the establishment Srebrenica massacre narrative and repeatedly hit the target with
facts and analyses still not rebutted.

1. "Bosnia: 2 Officials Dismissed for Obstructing Srebrenica Inquiry,” AP Report, New York
Times, April 17, 2004; Marlise Simons, “Bosnian Serb Leader Taken Before War Crimes Tribunal ”
New Yortk Times, April 8, 2000 UN, The Fall of Srebrenica (A/54/549), Report of the Seorctors
General pursuant to General Assembly resolution 53/35, November 15, 1999 par. 506 .
(http://www.un.org/N cws/ossg/srebrenica.pdf ) | T

2. See Ivo Pukanic, “US Role In Storm: Thrilled With Operation Flash, President Clinton

!
http://www.srebrenica-report.com/politics.htm
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provided the finance,” and on the need to build a second chamber “so that prosecutions can be
speeded up...we and the Tribunal are all one on this, we want to see war criminals brought to
justice.” http://www.nato.int/kosovo/press/p990516b.htm
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&
Alleged Massacre of Muslims

Summary

13.The current situation of Srebrenica: Despair of Serbs

The town of Srebrenica, which is located at the cast of the entity of Bosnian Serbs or Republika Srpska in Bosnia, has
the population of approximately 20 thousands now. Eighty percent of the current population is Internally Displaced
Persons (IDPs) particularly from Sarajevo in Bosnia and refugees mostly from Krajina in Croatia. Although almost
three years have passed since the end of the war in Bosnia, no sign to restore Srebrenica can be seen. Water is still
limited in supply, and not suitable for drink. Broken windows and doors make people shivering in winter. The school
buildings in the elementary school have disgusting stench of damaged toilets. There arc almost no economic activitics to
hire the population to sustain the life although this arca is rich in land and minerals such as lead and zinc. Under these
circumstances, refugees or IDPs have to endure the lowest level of the living conditions, and most of T.hCIl:l are left alone

* without any means of income. The local report 1

_ hit p://frechosting ] .at. webjump.com/9a299b3 Sd/mm/mmiroslav-webjump/srebrenica. litm

warned that the rate of suicides and sudden death among the refugees




Part1l
]

-

Page 2 of 9

‘C?fltinued to say that the year of 1996 particularly saw the high rate of mortality of the refugees and IDPs in the area,
citing the deaths of more than 150 IPDs in Bratunac, a relatively large town in the arca.

Aid, which has recently begun to trickle down into Republika Srpska due to its apparent willingness to cooperate with
western countries, carcfully avoids Srcbrenica area not to make it a beneficiary. The reason is the alleged massacre of
Muslims in Srebrenica in 1995. For the countries insisting that the bad guys, Serbs, carried out cruel ethnic cleansing of
poor Muslims in Srebrenica area, the emotional conscience is so convincing that they do not want to hurt Muslims by
rewarding Serbs, no matter how many refugees and IDPs are living in Srebrenica arca. In general, however, emotion 1s
often shaped by temporary hysteria and biased or unconfirmed information. Conscience driven by emotion, thus, tends
to be deceived fairness. The case of “alleged Srebrenica massacre™ is not an exception.

14, Depressive History of Serbs in Srebrenica:

From the majority to the minority

Srebrenica has a sad history for Serbs particularly during World War II, and their sorrow is reflected in the number of
Serbs population in Srebrenica. Before the World War 11, Serbs accounted for 50.6% and Muslims for 49.4% of the
total population, or 36,000, in Srebrenica arca. However, because of the atrocities of German Nazi’s collaborators
against Serbs in the area during the war and its resultant low growth of the population afterwards, the ratio of Scrbs to
the total population, or 80,000, dropped to 35.6%, and the ratio of Muslims increased to 61.9% in 1991, according to
the census of the former republic of Bosnia and Herccgovina (BH).

15. Nazi’s “SS Handzar Division” and Srebrenica

Nazi collaborators in BH, which belonged to Independent State of Croatia, or a puppet state of Fascist Germany, were
called “SS Handzar Division” of Ustasha. The Division was established in February 1943, by the order of Hitler and
with the blessing of Jerusalem Mufli, Hitler’s close associate, in order to fight against Tito’s partisans. The role of “SS
Handzar Division” was to eradicate Serbs, and it consisted of 20,000 soldiers, mainly Muslimsm, 'I‘Iﬁcchniques of
terror that it used wpre appallingly cruel, being inherited from Turks in the period of Ottoman Empire*—. According to
Florentin Manucl[-- . the most usual techniques were raping women, removing cch and cutting testicles of alive men,
and the action of “SS Handzar” was more like an armed band than [alinilitary unit!® It is said that their cruelty was

such that even German SS officers accused actions of those people™". Srebrenica area was under the dircct assault of
this “SS Handzar Division” during World War IL.

16. Alija Izetbegovic (President of Bosnian Muslims) and Srebrenica

In the history of Srebrenica, Alija Izetbegovic, the current President of Bosnia and Hercegovina, is the person who
connects the present and the World War II. During the World War IL, he was a main actor for “SS Handzar Division™.
He joined the organization “Young Muslims™ in Sarajevo on March 5, 1943, and was engaged as a member of the
organization in recruiting young Muslims for “SS Handzar Division” in collaboration with Hitler’s intelligence service
(ABWER and GESTAPO). In 1946, however, he was sentenced by former Yugoslav Supreme Military Court to three

years of imprisonment and two years of deprivation of civil rights, because of his fascist activities*. This criminal
record of Tzetbegovic was published by Russian gazettc “Izvestija” dated 17 November of 1992,

“Islamic Declaration” was another criminal record of Izetbegovic. Having shown his fundamentalism or intolerance of

other religions[jg-]”, he was sentenced to twelve years imprisonment by Supreme Court of Bosnia on March 14, 1983.
However, in spitc of the prohibition of its publication, “Islamic Declaration™ was reprinted in 1990. Two years later, it

seemed that he began to resume the activitics of “SS Handzar™ based on his Islamic fundamentalism particularly in
Srcbrenica area, intentionally or unintentionally.

- 17. Srebrenica area: Strategic Importance for Muslims
Creation of Cordon (Geographical Center of Islam)

http://frechosting at. webjump.com/9a299b35d/mm/mmiroslav-webjump/srebrenica.htm
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* According to Muslim National Council established on the eve of Bajram (the end of Februzuﬂji]n 1992, the goal of all
radical Muslims led by Izetbegovic was to create the Islamic State within the borders of BH 101 Ty largest concern to
achieve this goal was the geographical and ethnical closeness between castern Bosnia and Serbia in Yugoslavia. Taking
into the consideration the fact that south eastern Bosnia already had demographic and Islamic connection to Sandzak
and Kosovo in Serbia, the serious problem lay in ‘north eastern Bosnia’, where Srebrenica arca stretched over.
Therefore, there was an urgent necessity to draw a cordon between Serbs in eastern Bosnia and Serbs in Serbiall L]
Under these circumstances, a huge number of invitations to the gathering in Bratunac in Srebrenica area were
distributed among Muslims throughout Bosnia at the beginning of 1992, and the large gathering was held in Bratunac
on the first day of Bajram, the celebration to end Ramadan, in the presence of Izetbegovic. There, Bratunac was
proclaimed ‘Geographic center of Muslim for the whole (former) Yugoslavia,” and to arm Muslims was openly
declared.

18. Mutual Fear

In the middle of the radical Islamic and militant activities, however, the gencral Muslim citizens in Srcbrenica arca were
afraid of this abrupt militant move in their area in the same way that Serbs were frightened. As Besim Ibisevic

(Muslim), former President of Township Assemblyllgl in Srebrenica, told a local magazine in Sarajevo, the glenerzuflel
==

Muslim citizens had shouted ‘peace at any cost’ in the big crowded hall of culture club in Srebrenica in April 19
People in Srebrenica, thercfore, did not allow Muslim extremists, such as Naser Oric and Zulfo Tursunovic, to enter the

Srebrenica area at the beginning. According to the confession of Naser himself, he had to hide in forests together with

his fellows, and get food secrctlylﬁl. Behind the EETG’ however, rifles and uniforms had been already sent to every

township assembly and SDA (or Muslims’) party*==. In addition, Vox, radical Muslim magazine in Sarajevo,
published the name of Serbs to be killed in Srebrenica to threaten Serbs under the excuse of “War Criminals’ who

fought as Tito’s partisans against “SS Handzar”. Only a little provocative push was necessary to drive people to
conflicts.

At the end of 1991, when Muslim National Council was on the last stage to prepare insurgence against the Former
Yugoslavia, Izetbegovic and his followers decided to depend on criminals® power. For Srebrenica, they found Naser
Oric and Zulfo Tursunovic as the persons whom they could depend on. Naser, born in Srebrenica area, was a policeman
in Beograd in Serbia, and worked as one of the bodyguards of Milosevic, the current President of Yugoslavia. However,
when Oric was fired for theft in the end of 1991, Izetbegovic’s group picked him up, and appointed him as the
Commander of Territorial Defense for Srebrenica. Meanwhile, Zulfo Tursunovic was in the jail in Zenica in 1991
because he had killed three Muslims in 1986. Although he did not finish the service of 15 year-imprisonment,
Izetobegovic ordered the release of Zulfo, and appointed him as Deputy Dommander of BH Army in Srebrenica at the
end of 1991. In the beginning of 1992, Naser and Zulfo got together in order to sneak into Srebrenica. They hid in the
woods, and succeeded to sneak into Srebrenica in Spring 1992.

19. Start of Ethnic Cleansing of Serbs

Mutual distrust and fear between Serbs and Muslims were mounting high in Srebrenica. Armed Muslim gangs among
which the Patriot League was formed in Vlasenica near Srebrenica area started raising mutual fear among people from

April 199218) Serbs already began to be fired from governments, police, schools, health institutions, and business. A
group of Muslim locals in the disguise of Arkan soldicrs, a Serbian para-military group, came to Srebrenica arca and

raised the fear in Muslim pivi]ians“—]”, Then, on May 8 1992, Judge Goran Zekic, President of SDS (Bosnian Serbs’
political party) in Srebrenica arca and Bosnian Serb representative of Srebrenica to BH Parliament was ambushed and

killed. A mass exodus of Serbs from Srebrenica town to Bratunac started immedjatcly[l—g‘l.

Ethnic Cleansing of Serbs

Reliance on Serbs’ Supply and Cleansing of Serbs

According to Sefer Halilovic, former Chief of Staff of BH Army

o> Muslim’s military strategy for Srebrenica arca was
the total dependence on the Serbs’ supplies an perties™=!. He continucd to say ©

g ; : A . y “The only source of our supply was
: chetnik R}Se;bs ) stores and their production, i In other words, it was nothing more than the robbery of bar?cllaity

- groups. Muslims started their assault against the smallest Serbian hamlets and then against the villages where Serbs are

minority. Afterwards, they targeted Serbs villages surrounded by Muslim villages. Finally, large Serbs villages were

i hltp:e’f frechosting 1.at. webjump.com/9a299b3 5d/mm/mmiroslav-webjump/srebrenica. hitm
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targeted. On May 6, 1992, just two days before Zekic was killed, small hamlets, Bljeccva and Gniona, had been already
robbed and burnt as a sign indicating what would happen from now on. On May 7, seven Serbs who tried to escape
from Srebrenica were ambushed and killed. On May 15, the villages of Viogor, Orahovica, Kamno, Civevei, and
Radossevi were attacked. In this way, from May 1992 to Jan 1994, as many as 192 villages were robbed and bumtlg—”.
[Eurmg the period, 8,000 Serbian houses had been assaulted, and 5,400 houses were completely demolished into rubbles
Lﬂ. The number of the killed were more than 1,000, including women, children, and the elderly, and 90% of tho&wivcrc
killed particularly during the first six months from May 1992 in spite of the fact that most of them were civilians*==.

20. Cruelty of violent ethnic cleansing

The wild cruelty of Muslim soldiers in Srebrenica area was very similar to the techniques of “SS Handzar™ in the period
of World War II. Rather than using bullets, Muslim soldiers used dull objects as weapons and gradually killed Serbs,
mostly civilians, by mutilating, taking off an eye, castrating, crucifying, or burning. The traces of the torture were so
visible on corpses that most of the autopsy process was videotaped and photographed by Serb doctors who conducted

autopsy[zil. Meanwhile, the top Muslim commander in Srebrenica, Naser Oric, who orchestrated the attacks together

with Zulfo Tursunovic, also videotaped the scene as trophies of war. Washington Post dated February 16, 1994 said:

“Burnt Serb houses, headless Serb men, their bodics crumpled in a pathetic hc:ap"[ﬁl was on a videocassette taﬂc;._ In
the article, Nascr said, “We had to use cold weapons that night,” and explained as scenes of dead men sliced by knives

roll over his 2 1-inch Sony,@-' As Muslim soldiers did not carry this kind of tapes with them in fleeing, Commission of
Legal Experts of Republika Srpska kept most of them as cvidences.

Documents which Muslim soldiers did not have time to take with them in fleeing Srebrenica revealed hideous crimes
committed under the order of Naser Oric. One of the Muslim forces™ report of No. 06-08/95 explained about the death
of a Serb, Milko Markovic, who remained in the town of Srebrenica even after the death of Judge Zekic, as follows;
“Milko Markovic was arrested, and delivered to Mis. Mis maltreated him, stung him by knife, and cut his throat.
However, because Milko was still alive, Mis brought Milko to a small stream, and tortured him again. As Milko lost
consciousness, Mis awoke Milko by pouring water on him. Then Mis burned him alive.” It is said that Mis is living in
Tuzla now without any troubles. There were some Serbs who received an illogical notice on the death of their families
from Muslim authorities. For instance, the daughter of Radovan Marinkovic received the death notice of her father
through ICRC (Intemational Committee of Red Cross) on September 24, 1992, The notice with the signature of Zulfo
Tursunovic said that her father was killed as a Serb soldier in front of his house. However, her father was too old in fact
to be a soldier, and it is weird for any soldier to caryy out military actions in front of his house.

It is a mystery why the international media and society hardly paid attention to this savage behavior although a series of

attacks were so evident that even a local Muslim citizr—:n[z—?‘:j explained to the author without any hesitation. More
strangely, Prof. Cherif Bassiouni, Chairman of the Commission of Experts, avoided to mention the Muslims” attacks on

Srebrenica in Final chon[ls—], and submitted it to Security Council through Secrctary-General on May 27, 1994, It
should be noted that Dragomir Djokic, then Yugoslav Charge d’affaires to UN, had submitted the criminal report and
relevant evidences on the Muslims’ attacks on Srebrenica to General Assembly of Security Council in June 93, and that
the Dr. Stankovic, a world-famous doctor of forensic medicine who had implemented most of the autopsies for the Serbs
victims in Srebrenica in 1993, had directly handed over the same report and evidences to Bassiouni. As the report
became a basis for the indictments of war criminals in the territory of former Yugoslavia later, those criminals cvaded
accusations, and they are still free to do anything. The responsibility of Prof. Bassiouni is enormous if they repeat
crimes of this kind particularly because he intentionally avoided accusing those criminals.

21. Absence of Bosnian Serb Forces

From !992 to Janary 1993, Bosnian Serb citizens in Srebrenica arca were at the mercy of Muslim forces. What Bosnian
Serb citizens did was to defend themselves individually by the old weapons that they could find in the house. and wait
for the Former Yugoslav Army to help them. However, it never came, ’

In 1992, the Former Yugoslav Army (FYA) was in confusion to see former Yugoslav
of independence from international socicty. Although FYA had becn in Bosnia since
FYA was suddenly left alone in the territory of the enemy after the independence of
_ another Muslim and Croat soldiers deserted the Army. At the decision of the with
FYA started to withdraw and completely withdrew from Bosnia by May 15, 199

republics receive the recognition
the birth of the Former Yugoslavia,
Bosnia April 1992. One after
drawal from Bosnia in May 4, 1992,
2, leaving Bosnian Serbs behind.
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_Mqanwhilc, Bosnian Serb citizens, accounting more than 30% of the Bosnian population, completely relied on the
arrival of FYA. Their trust in FYA was so firm that they couldn’t believe the withdrawal of FYA. In other words, they
t_:lldn’t understand the seriousness of the situation, particularly in countryside. Thus, they failed to organize self-defense
in the absence of leadership. In Srebrenica area, even after the killing of Judge Zekic, Bosnian Serb citizens just waited
for the arrival of FYA without taking any all-out defense measures.

In order to fill the absence of FYA, Repulika Srpska Army was set up in May 12, 1992. Serb FYA soldiers of Bosnian
origin joined Republika Srpska Army after quitting the job in FYA. Being concerned about Bosnian Serb citizens, FYA
left the weapons for Republika Srpska Army. However, as the formation of Republika Srpska Army was not well-
planned and make-shift in nature due to the sudden withdrawal of FYA, Republika Srpska Army was not able to take
cffective action in an organized way until the autumn of 1992. Even after the autumn, Republika Srpska Army, being
inferior in number to Muslim Army, had to narrow down the area in which they could be totally engaged. As Bosnian
Serb civilians in western Bosnia were severely assaulted by Croat Army, Republika Srpska Army focused on west, and
it could not defend Bosnian Serb civilians in east Bosnia.

It was Janyary 7 of 1993 when Bosnian Serb citizens finally realized that they had to organize themseves to defend.
‘Drina Corps’ was created in Srebrenica area under the direction of Mladzic. Having looked at fire on their houses,
Several Serbs of Bosnian origin joined Drina Corps’ after quitting FYA’s ‘Drina Corps,” which was stationed in
Serbia. However, FYA’s ‘Drina Corps’ never moved to Srebrenica arca, and never directed their weapons at Srebrenica
arca across Drina River from Serbia,

Serbs paramilitary forces were not in Srebrenica from the beginning of the war to the end of the war although there are
some reports on Serbs paramilitary forces in Srebrenica. According to the report of UNE22. gor example, “Drina
Wolves, Seselj Militia, Specialna Policia, White Eagles, Arkan Tigers and Krajina Serbs™ were said to be secn in the
area. However, “Seselj Militia” was a regular unit of Republika Srpska Army as Karadzic prohibited paramilitary
groups and ordered them at the end of 1992 to join the regular Republika Srpska Army in order to put them under
control, “Drina Wolves” was the name of a regular unit of Republika Srpska from the beginning. There were no
“Specialna Policia” except Military Police of Republika Srpska. “White Eagles”, comprising of only about 50 members,
never approached to eastern Bosnia. Neither did “Arkan Tigers.” “Krajina Serbs™ did not have any cnergy to defend
places other than Krajina in Croatia.

22. Large Territorial Gain and Limitation

By pursuing the savage policy of fighting, Muslim forces acquired as much as 95% of Srebrenica area by the end of

December 19921, Sefer Halilovic boasted of the expansion of the territory in his book Hing that Srebrenica and

Zepa had become an unrealized dream for alive and dead chetniks (Serbs) in spring 1 9931‘3- . However, serious
problems began to change the course of the war from the spring of 1993. The most important problem was lack of food.

Having faced the vast territory stretching 70 miles (approx.113km), from the village of Zepa in the south to Kamenica
in the north by the end of January 1993, Muslims did not have any more Serbs villages to attack in order to obtain food.
[32] A huge amount of food that Muslim forces had taken from Serbs was consumed up by the end of the spring in
1993, and the shortage of food became evident. The second problem was the encirclement of Srebrenica.
Geographically, Srebrenica town had been surrounded by villages that had the relatively large Serbs population. Since
the Muslims’ drive to mop up Serbs was initiated from the inside of Srebrenica town, Serbs were simply pushed
outwards and Muslims were drown closer into the center in exchange. Therefore, although the encircled territory of
Muslims grew and expanded outwards, the position of Muslims remaincd unchanged, being encircled by Serbs. The last
problem was the start of the offensives of Bosnian Serb forces. As Drina corps of Republika Srpska Army was

eventually created in January 1993[&|, more cffective and systematic strategy began to be implemented. Muslim forces
were required to take some urgent measures,

23. Safe Area

Srebrenica as a temporary basc of Muslim attack

Under the plan of Muslim leaders, Muslims’ territorics in Srebrenica, Zepa, and Gorazde were supposed to grow
endlessly until the three areas would merge into a huge chunk connecting central and north eastern Bosnia and create a

. huge cordon between Muslim state and Serbia in Yugoslavia. When Muslims’ territory in Srebrenica area hit the ceiling
of expansion, however, this plan collapsed, and the role of Srebrenica changed. Now, they were just like isolated islands
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in the ecnemy’s sea, waiting for the control of the enemy. However, they could be temporary bases for Muslim forces to
*attack Serbs until the enclaves would come into the hands of Bosnian Serb forces. Particularly, the location of
Srebrenica was best suited to break the Bosnian Serbs’ vital supply route (Sarajcvo-Vlasenica-Milici-Konjevic Polje -
Zvornik) for Sarajevo. Therefore, while knowing that no enclave can last long, Muslim leaders wanted to keep
Srcbrenica as the base as long as possible. Later, on September 22, 1994, Izetbegovic admitted to a senior UN official

that Srebrenica was ‘indefensible.’
24. Involvement of UN

What Muslim leaders came up with a device to prolong the life of Srcbrenica was to use their own civilians and UN to
their advantage. Having known that international organizations would bring relief supplies to the civilians, Muslim
leaders have decided to keep civilians in the enclave in order that Muslim forces could obtain food and other supplies. In
fact, at the end of November in 1992, UNHCR already dispatched the convoy of relief supplies to Muslims in
Srebrenica areal>2] partly because Srebrenica arca became an enclave encircled by Serbs who had been actually pushed
outwards by Muslim forces of Srebrenica, and partly because the shortage of foody became a serious problem. Being
helped by this relief supplies, Muslim forces of Srebrenica launched lalrsg—ﬁel-scale attacks on Serbs villages along the

Drina River, such as Loznica, Bijelovac, and Sikiric, two wecks later.

A number of evidences that belong to Commission of Legal Experts to Republika Srpska easily prove that Muslim
forces considered civilians as a magnet to attract relief food from international organizations. One of the proofs is
‘demonstration of citizens.’ A large group of civilians complained about too small rations of wheat flour, and protested

against the Muslim authorities of Srebrenica on May 21, 1993[3_11 although UNHCR had sent wheat flour more than
the required amount. A Muslim woman that spent years in the enclave of Srebrenica also complained in the author’s

interview 22 that a half of the vehicles carrying humanitarian aid had been usuall en]ptﬁ Meanwhile, Ibran Mustafic,
a founder of SDA (Muslim’s political party) of Srebrenica and representative to Muslim BH Parliament, explained
about the abundance of supplies as follows; “It was always possible to buy at the market anything one might have
wanted. Hardly anything was lacking. Still the only source of goods was humanitarian aid since not a single commercial

convoy had ever reached Srebrcnica.”l—gl In order to solve the problem, International aid agencies suggested that the
refugees should elect their own representative for the distribution of food. However, the man elected was killed the day

after his clection. A < As Dutch battalion said in “Srebrenica: Record of a war crime”, Naser Oricl4H, top commander
in Srebrenica, and his fellows such as Zulfo Tursunovic and Hakija Mehol{ic_,lwere nothing more than gangsters who

took most of relief supplics from refugee population for his personal profit—=".

Human shicld was the other way of using civilians. When UN decided to evacuate 13,000 people at the end of March
and at the beginning of April in 1993, the Muslim commanders were furious about the idea, by insisting that UN
operation was tantamount to ‘cthnic cleansing’ and decided that the convoy should not be allowed to come in Tuzla,
Muslim territory. Later, however, the Muslim commanders privately confided to a reporter of Independent the real
reason: Serbs could not launch an all-out attacks as long as civilians and refugees were there™=. Muslim forces’
attitude towards their own civilians or refugees was merciless particularly when Srebrenica was about to fall under
Bosnian Serb forces in July 1995. During the night of July 10 and 11, 1995, people started leaving Srebrenica town and
headed for Potocari because of the combat. UNPROFOR decided to help transfer those people to Potocari. However,

Muslim soldiers and Mayor of Srebrenica turned those people back[g—cu, thinking that civilians would become shields
from Bosnian Serb forces and hoping for the direct involvement of UN who was supposed to protect civilians.

When Muslim leaders were looking for a more effective device to prolong the life of Srebrenica, the international society
gave the most ideal scheme for Muslim leaders partly out of the egoistic national interests and partly out of the
emotional outrage against Bosnian Serbs offensive called “aggression™ and “ethnic cleansing”. The scheme which
international society offered was the half-hearted setup of “Safe Area”, a product of each country’s compromise. The
most terrible compromise was Paragraph 5 of UN Sccurity Council Resolution 836, which allowed Bosnian forces to

stay in “Safe Area” together with civiliansl-@, Moreover, although “SlﬁglArea” was supposed to be demilitarized,

UNPROFOR were asked not to pursue the demilitarization so activel . Immediately after signing th
cease-fire and demilitarization 01? Srebrenica and Zepa with Mladic (Supreme mulitary gonunané%l;lg?l{e(;sgficl?? sand

Srpska), Halilovic (Supreme militaii/ commander of Muslim Bosnian Army), sent the order to both enclaves that

. 47 : . :
wcaplcﬁl should not be delivered——. He explained to Naser Oric that Muslim forees should hand over only unusable
arms

. In this way, UN, which was supposed to be an impartial instituti i i
- civilians, attack Serbs from the enclave and secure food undgr the protectié?ln(’)? {11%&&(%}8‘1{? ﬁo:vc;:: :ﬁeslt;gtmm

environments for Muslim forces that wanted to break the Bosnian Serbs’ vital supply line rather than to expand the
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enclave and it was the worst environment for Muslim citizens who did not want to be trapped in the combats. Ibran
'Mpstaﬁc criticized this strategy of Muslim government later, saying that the person who had issued the order should
bring his family to Srebrenica before the implementation.

25. Normal War Engagement

The conditions that were set by UN SC allowed Muslim forces in Srebrenica enclave to do virtually anything. Under the
Muslim Command Unit of 8th Operative Group, 28th Division, consisting of 280, 281, 282, 283, 284, etc., launched the
attacks on Serbs villages that had been already attacked during 1992 and 1993. Most of the attacks were terroristic
action by a small group of soldiers. More than 500 Serbs were killed by the attack form “Safe Area”, and the cruelty of

killings were the same as beforel 2] Dutch battalion later described this attack as follows. “Operations were relatively
unpredictable because the units were almost without training and rather non-disciplined. Muslim forces made systematic

S
assaults from the enclave, and afterwards they used to withdrew to the territory under the protection of UI~J.”{£";-l Itis
needless to say UNPROFOR as well as civilians were used as human shiclds.

Military supplies were sufficient in “Safe Area,” so that there were almost no problem to continue the offensive. The
huge documents which Muslim forces left in Srebrenica delineate each delivery of ammunition, military uniforms, boots,
computer equipment, office equipment, cigarettes, ctc. Furthermore, even money amounting to 308,850 DEM were
transferred to Naser Oric, according to the document from Commander Colonel Avdo Palic (dated Feb 14, 1995). More

surprisingly, Muslim forces used even helicopters between Headquarters and Srcbrenica or Zepa[ill. A series of
documents which were exchanged with Headquarters recorded the helicopter accident of 7 May 1995 at Igrisnik

between Zepa and Srebrenica, informing 11 deaths and 9 ix;juries.l;)l-l Taking an advantage of virtually free traffic, US
secretly had communication equ rf:ent own to Tuzla, which would enable Muslim forces to coordinate offensive

i
operations between larger unjts[*{:’l— . Thanks to those conditions of “’Safe Area”, Muslim forces regained the power
cnough to attack Bosnian Serbs’ vital supply route, being well coordinated with other units. Even one month before the
fall of Srebrenica, Muslim forces in “Safe Area™ \vclrc_iilanMg to break the road communication around Vlasenica in

cooperation with the units of 2nd corps in Sarajevo.

Meanwhile, operation of Republika Srpska forces of Bosnian Serbs were generally directed to keep the status quo and to
protect Bosnian Serbs population in Srebrenica arca from the attacks of Muslim forces in the enclave, or “Safe
Area”133]. As all Muslim enclaves or “Safe Area” including Srebrenica were less important for Serbs, territory wise,
Republika Srpska forces did not care very much about the enclaves as long as Muslim forces refrained from attacking
Serbs’ village and the Serbs’ vital supply route. Moreover, Bosnian Serb forces did not have enough soldiers to take
over Srebrenica although they had more heavy weapons, which would become ineffective in the mountainous landscape
of Srebrenica. Therefore, even when Muslim forces of Srebrenica faced food crisis in spring 1993, the two Bosnian Serb

olitical leaders, Karadzic and Milosevic, were adamant that there was no intention to take Srcbrenica.[.éél Although

adic had not been in good terms with Karadzic in those day by his quasi- coup d’etat against Karadzic, he also

answered to Kareeman’s question on July 21, 1993, after the fall of Srebrenica, that he would not have thought about
attacking the enclaves if Muslim soldiers in “Safc Area,” such as Srebrenica, Gorazde, and Zepa had been completely
disarmcdlﬂl. In addition, on the fall of Srebrenica, Mladic showed his indifference to the territory itself by asking
representatives of Muslim refugees and civilians in Srebrenica whether they would like to stay in Srebrenica or go to
Muslim territories or foreign countries. What Bosnian Serb forces wanted from Muslim forces was to stop the assaults
against Serbian civilians and their vital supply route.

26. Fall of Srebrenica
Chaotic Muslim Soldiers

When Srebrenica began to fall into the hands of Serbs from July 6, 1995, Muslim forces in Srebrenica were hysterical
being in confusion and chaos. Having seen Dutch Battalion of UNPROFOR withdrawing, Muslim forces together with

three citizens shot a blue helmet, Sergeant Van Renseen, to death on July 8.[ﬁl On the same day, sorfc R/Iuslim soldiers
threw grenade at Dutch Battalion, demanding the Dutch to go towards Bosnian Serb forces and ﬁ%g 221 On July 9
_{,3 e y 9,

Muslim soldiers who did not allow Dutch to withdraw held another Dutch battalion for overnight n July 10

Muslim troops threatened a Dutch captain with anti-tank weapons not to move although the Dutch captain wanted to

move in arder by target Bosnian Serb frees more djre‘:ﬂ}’[él - On July 11, Dutch solders saw mutual fighting in various
- places between Muslim soldiers who wanted to surrender and Muslim soldiers who wanted to continue to ﬁght&_]an
July 12, several Dutch soldiers saw a man hang himself in factory complex opposite of the Dutch base in Potoca ri,L&
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Negotiation With Muslim Civilians & Refugees in Srebrenica Enclave

At the fall of Srebrenica, Mladic negotiated with Karremans, Dutch commander, and three representatives of Muslim
civilians and refugees three times. Based on the decision of the three representatives including a woman, Mladic
organized the evacuation of pcople, and asked for the help of the three representatives to carry out the evacuation
smoothly. What he repeatedly told them was to ask soldiers to give up weapons within 24 hours. He said that Muslim
soldiers, including soldiers not in uniform and even war criminals, would be treated according to the Geneva Convention
if they hand over their weapons.

Muslim Soldiers Who Did Not Surrender

The conclusion of this negotiation must have been a nightmare for Muslim forces that were in confusion. Most of the
soldiers were occupied with the worst scenario in which Bosnian Serb forces would execute all men. Later, some of the
Muslim soldiers who had fled admitted, in various magazines, that the reason they had decided to flee was due to this

worst scenario.lﬁ—ﬂ Besides, Muslim hard liners” pressure w. unting so high that soldiers that had decided to
surrender had to expect some assaults from their own fellows™. At the night of July 10, the Muslim soldiers who had
decided not to surrender started fleecing. According to Dutch Battalion, a group of some 300 soldiers of Muslim forces
disappeared in moving toward the west.Lﬁ—ﬁj On the night of July 11-12, between 10,000 an 6"? 000 men, who had
converged on the area of Jaglici and Susnjari, went in the forests to reach Tuzla or Kladanj."—— Mehrudin Mesanovic
said in the local magazine of Sarajevo that brigades gathered in Buljim on July 11 started into woods by platoon and
plat()ﬂn.[ﬁ’&] Although no confirmed figures are available, it is estimated Ihafﬁ_bfi,OOU-lS,OOO Musli 5 Idiers had left
Srebrenica through woods according to the Report of the Secretary-General and other accounts*—~'.

Muslim Who Surrendered

Approximately oolZLl out of 40,000 Muslimslﬂ1 decided to surrender and gathered in Potocari. According to

Dutch battalion*—, the maajority of people were women, children, and the elderly, and the military capable men
accounted for only 2% to 3%. Bosnian Serb forces separated them into a group of women, childrén, and the elderly and

a group of military capable men. The purpose of this separation was two-fold: to catch Muslim soldiers as many as
possible as war prisoners in order to exchange them for Serbs imprisoned by Muslim Army particularly in Sarajevo, and
to screen out Muslims who had committed hideous crimes against Serbian citizens particularly in 1992 and 1993. Being
free from allegation of military engagement, a group of women, children, and the elderly were directly transferred to
Kladanj, a Muslim territory. On the other hand, a group of men, amounting to about 500 to 7501741 (or 2%-3% of
25,000;, were transferred to Bratunac, where they were screened for the check of war crimes, and were grouped into
three; (1) a group of men who did not have any criminal records, (2) a group of men who were required to go through
farther check for war crimes, (3) a group of men who were determined to be war criminals,

As for (1), Bosnian Serb forces considered the men of this group as civilians but not as prisoners of war. Thus, they
were transferred from Bratunac to Kladanj, a Muslim territory, on July 14, immediately after the criminal screening.
The fact that the men in this group did not become the targets for the exchange of prisoners was noteworthy because the
men in this group might have fought as soldicrs. In fact, a Muslim man that had been released as a civilian on this time
in Bratunac disappointed Bosnian Serb forces later when he was caught as a prisoner of war on the front line near

Sarajevolljj. The number of Muslirwim in this group is estimated to be around 500 because six buses and four trucks
are said to be used to transport the :

The Muslim men in the remaining two groups became prisoners of war, according to their war activities. As for (2), the
group was transferred from the prison of Bratunac to the prison of Batkovic. As for (3), the group was sent from the
prison of Bratunac to the prison of Zvornik. The number of Muslim men in these two groups is estimated to be less than
250 in total because the number of men in all three groups totaled 500 to 750, and the group (1) consisted of
approximately 500 men. When ICRC visited all three prisons in Bratunac, Batkovwd Zvornik aﬁemardsm]‘ it
registered 164 persons from Srebrenicf_fblime prison of Batkovic on July 26, 1995"%! and noted 193 persons from
Srebrenica in total by November 1995, Later, the majority of the Muslim war prisoners in these _

have been exchanged for the Serbian war prisoners via ICRC. One of the cxample ?s Ibran Mustaﬁc,g ;%gﬂflgg?gt% t[l?c
ruling Muslim party (SDA) in Smbmniiwd Srebrenica representative to Muslim Parliament 89! He was exchanged
for a Serb imprisoned by Muslim Army*>* after ha\’lllﬁ pent nine months in the prison in Batkovic although Mustafic

was on the list of war criminals of Bosnian Serbs side'“!, Unfortunately, the numbe
- exchanged from the group (2) and (3) is unknown due to the confidenti iiy of ICRC lc-iggt?r:‘fcg{taf gpei,“t?koir:;eru?to

consideration the fact that about 500 out of 750 men gathering in Potocari were transferred to Kladanj unconditionally,
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‘ :thé remaining 250 must have been very precious war prisoners for Bosnian Serb forces.
Other than the above three groups, there was a group of 88 wounded pe:rsons[&]. Mr the evacuation of this group,
ICRC said that 65 of them were transferred to Muslim territorigs_on July 17 and 18— Although 23 remained, ICRC
noted their identities to trace them as war prisoners afterwards'~='. As ICRC’s check of identitics would secure the lives
of the noted persons, almost all wounded persons are considered to be exchanged for Serbian war prisoners later. (6)ther
than ICRC report, therc were two[wunts that contradict cach other: the statement of Medicina Sans Fra::ntiers[&—l and
the statement of Dutch battalions'>~. Taking into consideration that the statement of Medicina Sans Frontiers was also
inconsistent with ICRC report and that the statement was given by the locals that Medicina Sans Frontiers employed
from the enclave, their statement should not be taken seriously.
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£UESDAY, MARCH 31, 1998

Ouse of Representatives,

Ub‘:ﬂﬂ_'lmittec on Intemational Operations and Human Rights,

'mmittee on International Relations,

Washington, DC.

The Subeommitiee met, pursuant to notice, at 10:10 a.m., in room 2172, Rayburn House Office Building, Hon. Christopher H. Smith (chairman of
the Subcommittee) presiding.

Mr. SMITH. [presiding] The Subcommittee will come to erder.

Good morning. Today's hearing is about four terrible days in July 1995, when an estimated 8,000 people were executed by Bosnian Serb soldiers
who had overrun the United Nations designated safe area of Srebrenica. The invaders killed women and children, and they almost certainly killed the
majority of the adult male population of the so-called safe area. These brutal killings were not committed in battle. They were commitied against
people who were unarmed and helpless and who had been repeatedly assured that they would not be harmed if they surrendered. In some cases, these
assurances came not only from the killers themselves, but also from the U.N, peacekeeping forces whose mission was to protect them. The evidence is
overwhelming that the executions were committed with the specific intention of destroying the Bosnian Muslim population of the arca. This intention
is the central element in the erime of genocide,

The U.N. peacekeeping forces in Srebrenica were charged with enforcing Security Council Resolution 836, which had pledged to defend the safe
arcas with "all necessary means, including the use of force.” But when the moment of truth came, the U.N. forces offered only token resistance to the
Serb offensive. Their military and political commanders had redefined their primary mission not as the protection of the people of Srebrenica, but as
the safety of the U.N. forces themselves. When Bosnian Serb commander Ratko Mladic threatened violence against the blue-helmeted U.N. soldiers,
here is the way one of those soldiers described the reaction. I quote: "Everybody got a fright. You could easily get killed in such an operation. As far as
1 knew, we had not been sent to Srebrenica to defend the enclave, but rather as some kind of spruced-up observers.”
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So that is what the peacekeepers became. Observers to genocide. Soon they became something more than observers. On July 13, the Dutch blue-
helmet battalion handed over to the Serb invaders 300 Bosnian Muslims who had sought safety within the U.N. compound. They watched as the men
were separated from the women and the children, a process which was already well known in Bosnia as a sign that the men were in imminent danger
of death. These men were never heard from again.

Terrible as these cvents were, they could hardly have been a surprise to those who liked to call themselves the international community. I happened
to be chairman of the Helsinki Commission at the time of the fall of Srebrenica. Three months earlier, the commission had held a hearing
documenting the systematic nature of the ethnic cleansing then going on in Bosnia and the subsequent widespread attempts by Serb militants to
destroy mosques and to otherwise erase all evidence of Muslim culture.

Another hearing also in April 1995 dealt with the question of what the United States ought to do about the atrocities being perpetrated in Bosnia.
Richard Holbrooke represented the Administration. Though he offered sympathy for the Bosnians, he gave us all the reasons why the United States
would neither come fo their defense nor allow them to defend themselves through the lifting of the arms embargo. A genuine cffort by the United
States fo halt the slaughter in Bosnia-Herzegovina would not come until months later when it was too late for the victims of Srebrenica.

In the 2 1/2 years that have passed since the fall of Srebrenica, we have leared more details not only about the scope and the brutality of the
massacres, but also about why nobody did anything to stop them. First, as some of our witnesses will testify today, it appears that the United Nation's
top military and political officials in the former Yugoslavia, Mr. Akashi and Bernard Janvier, regarded the safe areas as part of the problem rather than
part of the solution. As David Rohde and others have written, most projected scenarios for an end-game in Bosnia involve trading the Muslim
enclaves in eastern Bosnia for Serb-dominated suburbs of Sarsjevo.
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It further appears that these same officials may have been on better terms with the Serb commanders who were threatening the enclaves than with
the Bosnian Muslim population that they were supposed to protect. To paraphrase a remark by another United Nations leader about another mass
murder, Mladic seems to have impressed them as a man that they could do business with. Even before July 1995, Akashi and Janvier had begun to act
as though the protection of the safe areas was not an important part of their mandate and they had communicated this to the Serbs. A month earlier,
Akashi may have reached a secret agreement with Yugoslav President Slobodan Milosevic that, in return for releasing U.N. hostages held by the
Serbs, the U.N. forces would stop calling for NATO airstrikes in response to future Serb aggression,

Within days of the massacres, accounts by survivors and by U.N. peacckeepers themselves had begun to surface. It also appears that the United
Nations had access to satellite photographs of mass graves and perhaps even of men kneeling on the ground waiting to be shot. This evidence had
surprisingly little effect on the attitudes of the U.N. commanders, whose own reports had described nothing more serious than harassment and
unfortunate incidents. Rohde reports that 3 weeks after the massacres at Srebrenica, Akashi and Janvier had dinner with Milosevic at a hunting lodge
outside of Belgrade. When Miloscvic pointed out that hunting was prohibited in the immediate vicinity of the lodge, Akashi joked that it was a safe
area for animals, Everybody laughed.

These are serious charges. At the least, a betrayal of trust, at worst, complicity in the crime of genocide. Unfortunately most of the journalists and
human rights advocates who have studied the events surrounding the fall of Srebrenica, believe them to be true. We will never know for sure until the
United Nations releases the documents in its possession that will tell the world what the peacekeepers knew and when they knew it.

Two weeks ago in preparation for this hearing, I wrote to Secretary General Kofi Annan requesting the release of communications between Akashi
Janvier, and other U.N. officials about the events in Srebrenica. | also invited them to send a witness to be at today's hearing. They chose not to send ::
witness. The only documents they have sent have been a couple of U.N. press releases and other documents that were already made public.
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1intend to renew my request, The credibility of the United Nations is very much at stake in this matter, particularly beca
oy ; s some of the documents
that are still being kept secrel were addressed to Secretary Annaq himself'in his former position as head of%.hl. ]]ﬂl:'ckecp::.ls: UWr::?ons_n locu
1 also requested that our own government release any records in its possession that may shed light on what the international community knew about
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mm"mm before, during, and immediately after the massacres. I particularly hope our government will give a full accounting of when the U.S.

Wﬂhtammbguﬁ ::;ag:m and policymakers came to understand the importance of satellite pictures of men kneeling on the ground near what soon turned
ves.,

I mﬁk_c‘thm requests not only because the victims and their families are entitled to the truth, not only because truth and justice arc essential
Prerequisites to peace and stability, but because we need to find out what we did wrong and make sure that we change it in the future. Srebrenica was
hot thetﬁrs! nor the last time the United States or the United Nations has known about massacres in progress and has done nothing.

Pre_mdem Clinton recently acknowledged that we ignored the signs of the 1994 Rwanda genocide until it was too late. He has not yet acknowledged
that his Administration made exactly the same mistake during the later stage of the same conflict, when in 1996 and 1997, they failed to act on
crefi]blc reports that the Rwandan Patriotic army was engaging in mass slaughter of Hutu refugees. Most recently the international response to the
Killings in Kosovo, which could become Milosevic's next Bosnia, shows that we have niot yet learned the lesson of Srebrenica. At a minimum, that
lesson requires that when we are put on notice that a massacre is about to happen, we must not wait for proof beyond a reasonable doubt before acting

to prevent it. Such proof always comes too late.
I'would Iike to yield now to the very distinguished chairman of the Full Committee, Mr. Gilman, for any opening comments he might have.
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Chairman GILMAN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I want to commend you for holding today's hearing on the betrayal of Srebrenica and why this
massacre occurred, and what we can do to prevent it from happening again.

As the intenational community is once again confronted with the same kind of violence in the former Yugoslavia, it is certainly timely to remind
ourselves of the tragic occurrences at Srebrenica in the summer of 1995. The name of that small town in eastern Bosnia has come to epitomize the
ignominy of our collective response to that conflict. During 4 years of the bloodiest conflict seen in Europe since the end of the Second World War,
the world regrettably stood by, watched, and treated, threatened, vacillated, and capitulated as a gang of war criminals systematically attempted to
exterminate the Bosnian Muslims. Our feckless policy culminated with the massacre of Srebrenica, where some 8,000 persons are believed to have
been murdered in cold blood.

We should recall that Srebrenica had becn designated a safe area by the U.N. Security Council, whose members had guaranteed the safety of all of
its inhabitants. Regrettably and tragically for the citizens of Srebrenica who took the United Nations at its word about the pledges made and the
assurances that were given, the pledges were never backed up with the military resources to ensure that aggression against Srebrenica could be met
and thwarted.

The shameful result was that Bosnian Serbs were able to amass around the town, envelop it, finally overrun it with only the most weak and
pulsimious protests from the west. It is believed that our government had satellite photographs simultancously to the attack on Srebrenica and that we
saw what was about to happen. Madeleine Albright, then our U.N. representative showed other Sccurity Council members photes shortly after the
attack that revealed signs of disturbed earth in the soccer field believed to be the evidence of a mass grave. Yet despite the knowledge of what was
happening, the world just stood by, watched, and did nothing.

Troops from the Netherlands were in a token UNPROFOR unit that had responsibility for protecting Srebrenica. Those troops were ordered by
UN. commanders to do nothing other than to secure their own safety. They tried to provide shelter to several thousand Bosnians who fled to their

compound. But when they were surrounded by the Serbs, they were ordered to withdraw again by the same U.N. command.
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In the Netherlands, there was denunciation and a sense of national guilt for what happened to these Dutch soldiers. I think we should be saying to
our Dutch friends that they should feel no greater shame or remorse for the tragedy that unfolded in Srebrenica than any other country. We are all
equally guilty of looking the other way, and now making excuses in allowing that slaughter to have occurred. The policy that permitted Srebrenica to
happen was one agreed to by the entire international community.

Today as we learn of a renewed campaign of ethnic cleansing in Kosovo, let's hope that the memory of Srebrenica will be seared in our souls and let
our shameful response in that instance be redecmed by a strong resolute action that prevents the same fate from befalling the Albanian majority of

Kosovo.
Mr, Chairman, 1 would like to note that next week I will be sending a staff team from our International Relations Committee to Srebrenica to review

these issues and to review the role of the newly elected government there. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
Mr. SMITH. Thank you, Chairman Gilman.
I would like 1o introduce our panelists for today's hearing and ask that they limit their opening statements to between 10 and 15 minutes and their

full statements will be made a part of the record.
Our first witness will be Bianca Jagger, who is a member of the Executive Director's Leadership Council of Amnesty Intemnational USA, as well as

a member of the advisory committee of Human Rights Watch Americas. For the past 20 years, she has campaigned for human rights around the
world, including extensive work in Central America and the former Yugoslavia. From 1993 to 1995, Ms. Jagger evacuated children out of Bosnia for
medical care in the United States.

Hasan Nuhanovic was formerly a translator for the United Nations Peacekeeping Force in Srebrenica. Members of his family have not been seen
since they were tumned over to Bosnian Serbs by U.N. peacekeeping forces in July 1995. Since that time, Mr. Nuhanovic has been investigating the
fate of the thousands who were turmed over to Serb forces and the possibility of complicity of U.N. forees in those disappearances,
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Eric Stover is the director of the Human Rights Center and an adjunct professor of public health at the University of California at B
the executive director of Physicians for Human Rights until December 1995, and has served as an expert in vcstigat{or on several missiziﬂf?;-lﬁ[: e
International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia in the Hague.

Diane Paul is a consultant of the former Yugoslavia for Human Rights Watch on the former Yugoslavia. She has trav ion i

; : : , eled to th
delegate for the Intemational Red Cross, Since that time, she has done extensive field work in Bosnia, Croatia, Serbia, and l(uscv: r:lﬁo;atsn“laza} s
numerous articles and reports on the human rights situation in those areas, ; : : i

Finally, John Heffernan is the executive director of the Coalition for International Justice. a non izati . :

rin ; 5 ; i profit organization created to assist the Intenational
Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia and the tribunal for Rwanda. Prior to his service with iti director of th
International Rescue Committee's operation for refugees in Zagreb, Croatia. ¥ With the coalition, M. Hefieman Was the Ofth_c
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ST:h' Jagger, if you could begin now, the Committee would appreciate il.
TEMENT OF BIANCA JAGGER, MEMBER, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S LEADERSHIP COUNCIL, AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL

Ms. JAGGER. Let me thank you, Congressman Smith, for having taken the leadership in having this hearing. Thank you, Congressman Gilman,

O your offer to send an inquiry group to Srebrenica. It would be very helpful.

It has been 2 1/2 years since I have been haunted by the atrocities perpetrated in Srebrenica. I decided that I was not going to forget those who were
executed, massacred, tortured and buried alive because I felt that if I forgot them I would be completing their extermination. [ met many of the women
who were either the widows or the mothers or the daughters of those men and boys who were killed. I met Hasan Nuhanovic, It was meeting them
that convinced me and prompted me to do everything in my power so that we needed to do an inquiry into what happened in Srebrenica.
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During that time, I have writien articles that have appeared all over Europe. I have lobbied high ranking members of the United Nations requesting
that they hold an inquiry into the United Nations. Strangely enough, as a member of the United Nations said to me the other night, the United Nations
holds inquiry when we lose a car, when we have a computer that has disappeared, but 8,000 people were not important enough for them to call for an
nquiry,

I must point out as well that there are many high ranking officials inside the United Nations who feel that there is 2 necessity for the United Nations
to become transparent and accountable to their actions and who want the Secretary to open an inquiry as to what happened in Srebrenica.

It is important, and Congressman Smith pointed out that now therc has been a suit against the State Department, the CIA, the National Security,
requesting that photographs and all the information that the U.S. Government has be released. Until now, we have received information relating to all
parts of Bosnia, but very little information has been released that has anything to do with Srebrenica.

It is important too to point out that there arc moves around the world today. There is an organization that deals with the prevention of genocide in
France who have asked for the indictment of General Janvier.

I would like to introduce various documents that I have obtained from inside the United Nations of those people who did not agree that they should
give the seal of approval to what happened in Srebrenica. That includes as well letiers of exchange between the Right Honorable Patty Ashdown,
letters that he wrote to Prime Minister Major where he speaks about the fact that General Janvier on the 24th of May gave a speech where he almost
told the members that he thought that they should abandon the safe areas. It is the belief of Mr. Ashdown in this particular letter that there was a
change of policy that took place as a result of that meeting on the 24th in the Security Council, and that because of that, the members, government
had decided that they will abandon Srebrenica, which if you will look at the timetable schedule, it will make some sense.
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I wanted to just go through very quickly about the timetable of what happened leading up to the fall of Srebrenica, There is so much detail that what
I will do is I will request if I can introduce as a part of my testimony all the documents that I have obtained from the United Nations.

Mr. SMITH. Without objection, that request will be honored. Anyone on the panel who would like to add additional documentation to the record, it
will be made a part of the record without objection.

Ms. JAGGER. I think maybe I would like to be able to read Judge Riad when he asked for the indictment of General Janvier and Karadzic. He
described in the following way. "The evidence standard to the prosecutor describes scenes of imaginable savagery. Thousands of men exccuted and
buried in mass graves, hundreds of men buried alive, men and women mutilated and slaughtered, children killed before the mother's eyes, a
grandfather forced to eat the liver of his own grandson. These arc truly scenes from hell, written on the darkest pages of human history."

Massacres in the wood. As Srebrenica’s population fled the coming army and its fire power, the fate which befell the column of people who sct off
to reach Tuzla on the night of the 11th of July, 1995, and on the morming of the 12th of July, was an appalling one. The column was ambushed by
Bosnian Serb soldiers attacking with artillery shells and anti-sircraft guns, automatic weapons, and the like. These attacks caused enormous loss of
life. Thousands of Muslims were killed and many more were wounded. Many were driven bezerk by the assault and eye witness accounts described
how people were so horrified that they committed suicide to avoid capture. Many who were captured or surrendered, among them the wounded, were
summarily exccuted.

One eye witness described how more than 100 captive Muslim men, women and children were slowly slaughtered by a group of Serbian soldiers
using knives. Witnesses also saw hundreds of Muslim men buried in mass graves, some afier having been shot, some buried alive. Mass executions at
Karakaj, thousands of Muslims suffered, surrendered to Serb forces under the command and control of Ratko Mladic and Radovan Karadzic, having

been assured that they will not be harmed.
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Some of the Serb soldiers giving assurances were wearing stolen U.N. uniforms. The captured men were then taken to a large assembly point,
including a football stadium where they were addressed by Ratko Miladic. Hereto, many were summarily executed.
According to the testimonies of the witnesses who survived, the men were then taken the next day on or about the 14th of July 1995, taken in
trucks to at least two nearby ficlds, those fields that the U.S. Government had photographs of. They were then taken out in small groups, told to find a *
spot, and then shot where they stood. The survivors say that the men were shot in the thousands until the field was full of bodies after they were shot
Serbian soldiers walked over the bodies, checking that everyone was dead. '
I have, by the way, taken festimonies of many of these men and women. I can tell you that I worked for many i i
) ) g years in Central America. [ h
of atrocious accounts of what happened there. But nothing compares to what I heard in Srebrenica. That is why it is extraordinary that 2 1/2 :,r?:ri e
after there has been no inquiry with the exception of the one that is being carried out today by the Dutch.
1 would like to point out as well that the Dutch are doing an independent inquiry. They have requested o . : .
Nations that they release documents which until now they have not been able to attain, 1 R various oceasions from the United
[ am here because I believe that if we stay silent and we don't speak out about what happened in Srebreni i
L i . A nica, we wil
coverup is a big word, but everything scems to indicate that the fact that the international community has refused to n] b:cﬂae: dofKtahe dc;\*erup. May!_:c a
and l!‘mt there is no intention whatsocver until now to do so, maybe because they feel that it will implicate them and ﬂ? ;; St 1c -Elnd_ Mladic
30 l::;-:;I of war crimes or crimes against humanity that were committed by some members of the international com muii:yn a:nd }:lml]lﬁsheld hgl;_t !;s to
nited Nations. Maybe it will shed light as to the kind . SACEA FODISHIES 0% U158
y ght as fo the kinds of agreements that were made between General Miladic and General Janvier, and many other

dealings that were carried out by European and U.S. politicians who were in Bosni : ; b p 5 i
the fact that Milosevic should be considered to be a war criminal, osnia who niegofined the peace accord with Milosevic, not withstanding
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. Itis for that reason that I thank you for holding this hearing, and that | hope that what Hasan Nuhanovic has to say may convince you that it is
IMportant that there be an inquiry and that we open and that we have clarity and accountability about the kinds of crimes that took place in Srebrenica.
Thank you very much.

Mr. SMITH. Ms. Jagger, thank you very much for that very moving testimony. When you appeared some years ago before the Helsinki
Commission and brought with you some of the women who had suffered the absolute cruelty of rape which was done by the Bosnian Serbs as a way
of breaking the Muslims, then you were bearing witness. You continue to bear witness, and I think it is very important to note that it was you who
encouraged that this hearing occur today. I am very grateful for your tenacity in keeping this extremely important human rights issue and the fact that
there has to be an accounting with regard to Srebrenica so that these kinds of atrocities are less likely to happen again.

Again, as we have looked at the volumes of information—my staff director and I, and members of the Helsinki Commission staff who arc here and
continue to monitor this—it is one of the gravest and poorest performances ever by the United Nations when they not only apparently looked the other
way, but may indeed have been complicit in these atrocities. So again, [ want to thank you. We need to continue probing until we get to the botiom of
it. We will do that, I thank you again for your testimony.

Chairman GILMAN. Mr. Chairman.

Mr. SMITH. 1 yield to the gentleman from New York.

Chairman GILMAN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I want to thank Bianca [or her very eloquent statement. She has been a true leader for human
rights throughout the world. We hope she will continue in that area.

Mr. Chairman, if I might interrupt, 1 see we are joined by a very distinguished gentleman who has come to our Committee. Hans Christian Kruger,
who is a Deputy Secretary General of the Council of Europe, formerly Secretary General of the European Commission on [uman Rights, and he is
here exploring arrangements for a celebration by their commission of their 50th anniversary next year of the Council of Europe. We welcome you,

Hans Christian Kruger.
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Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. SMITH. Thank you very much, Chairman Gilman.

I would like to ask Mr. Nuhanovic if he would now present his testimony.

STATEMENT OF HASAN NUHANOVIC, FORMER TRANSLATOR, UN. PEACEKEEPING FORCE IN SREBRENICA

Mr. NUHANOVIC. I want to thank everybody here for inviting me to testify. I came to Washington with an intention to ask for support. The
families of missing persons from Srebrenica in Bosnia really need support from anybody who is willing to help us because we really feel strongly that
we are left alone.

There are many agencies and organizations who have a mandate to search for missing persons in Bosnia, but for 2 1/2 years only 10 persons
missing from Srebrenica were identified out of 8,000 to 10,000 people who are missing, which is a very, very small number. I will explain in some
chronclogical order of events what happened in the area of a Dutch compound in Potocari, which is a village north of Srebrenica after Srebrenica fell
to the Serb hands,

I was in Srebrenica with my parents and my brother for 3 1/2 years as a refugee from another town in castern Bosnia. Srebrenica fell on 11 July
1995. 1 at that time worked as the interpreter of U.N. military observers and also for the Dutch battalion commander. On 11 July, Srebrenica fell to the
Bosnian Serb army and approximately 25,000 refugees moved toward Dutchbat headquarters in Potocari village, The Dutch allowed about 6,000
refugees to enter the camp, including my parents and my brother. The remaining refugees were told to stay outside the camp.

In the meantime, a group of 12,000 to 15,000 refugees, mainly grown up males and some women, take to the surrounding mountains, attempting
to flee to Tuzla. So what [ saw is related to the situation, what happened to the people who were among the 25,000 people around the area of Dutch
battalion compound. 1 haven't seen what happened to the people in the mountains.
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On 12 July, the day before the fall of Srebrenica, the Bosnia Serb Army (BSA) commander, General Ratko Mladic, requested a meeting with
Dutchbat commander, Lieutenant Colonel Karernans, and local representatives of Srebrenica in the nearby town of Bratunac, outside the enclave. My
father, Ibro Nuhanovic, volunteered to go as one of the three local representatives. The officially elected representatives were among the 12,000 to
15,000 who had taken to the surrounding mountains attempting to flee to Tuzla.

During the meeting, Mladic assured the Dutch and local delegation that no harm would come to the refugees in Potocari, though all men would be
screened against a Serb-drawn list of war criminals. That is what my father told me when they came back from the meeting.

Upon retuming to the camp, three local representatives are ordered by the Dutchbal deputy commander, Major Franken, to prepare a list of all
males, all men and boys between the ages of 16 and 65 among the refugees inside and outside the camp. The list of the males among the 6,000 inside
the camp was completed the same day, reflecting the total of 239, including approximately 20 wounded. Between 50 and 100 males inside the camp
refused to give their names. My father and other representatives, fearing the list would be used for untoward purposes, refrained from putting his own
and my brother's names on the list. A list of the males outside the camp was not made because the Serbs allowed the representatives and my father to
leave the camp only for 5 minutes at the request of General Mladic. Then they returned to the camp.

The rumors about exccutions of males outside the camp spread inside the camp. So we the people who were inside the camp could hear the noise
and shooting outside the camp, but we didn't know what exactly happened. So we needed Dutch commanders, Dutch officers to explain to us what
was going on outside. ’ i

The Dutchbat deputy commander, Major Franken denied saying that everything outside the camp was all ri i
going on in order. So he den ied saying that no man or boys were killed outside thE camp, which waps not lmn;:I %';“::1:: :.t:tc :E? ]I.l;g?g[?fsrgfrhgaﬁ; “ﬂ"::
people inside the camp, they made them think that when the following day they were the ones 1o be evacuated, everything would be all right,
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In the night between 12 and 13 July, 2 days or two nights afier the fall of Srebrenica, there were more rumors about executions of males outside the
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;:?:mtgmd to confirm the rumors. Major ankgn denied it ag,mn U.N. r!'liIitary observers denied too. Major Franken informs the representatives that
S ation of some 5,000 rFfugms from outside the camp will be continued the following day at 8 a.m. ke states that the refugees from inside the
hcalf Will be evacuated immediately after the evacuation of refugees from outside the camp is complete. Major Franken orders that the list of all
Y employed people by organizations, like United Nations, MSF, and UNHCR should be drawn. Only people whose names were on this list were
Ved to stay inside the camp.

On 13 July, the Dutch ordered 6,000 refugees out of the Potocari camp. The Serbs were waiting at the gate, separating all males from the women
and c!uldrcn. Major Franken stated that all the males whose names were on the list of 239 would be safe. He told the people who asked him the
Questions about what the fate of the people from inside the camp was going to be, he told us that everything was going to be all right and the Serbs
Wwould not harm the people because he sent the list to the Hague, Geneva, and some more addresses.

He allows my father, like the other two representatives, to stay, but refuses to allow my brother to stay. So my father decides to join my mother and
my brother. I remain in the camp and I watched my parents and my brother being handed over to the Serbs at the gate. None of them have been seen
since.

We interpreters and the Dutch soldiers and officers stayed in the camp for another 7 or 8 days. So on 21 July, [ was evacuated to Zagreb as part of
the Dutch convoy. As soon as | arrived in Zagreb, I tried to contact all relevant organizations, International Community of the Red Cross, UNHCR
and others asking for information on the people from the list of 239 from the Dutch battalion camp. I am told in Zagreb that none of these
organizations has ever heard about such a list.
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Then I returned to Tuzla. I resumed to work as a U.N. interpreter, hoping to find out something about my family through the U.N. channels since
the area of responsibility of UN. headquarters in Tuzla covered Srebrenica. So I tried to contact more people, including the Serbs. For the remainder
of 1995, I traced down three U.N. military observers from a former Srebrenica team. I convinced them to sign statements in which they state—-I will
read, it's very short, It says, "I, Major Kingori hereby state that Nuhanovie, [bro and Nuhanovic, Nasiha, parents of Ilasan Nuhanovic and brother of
Hasan Nuhanovic, came to the Dutch compound in Potocari on the cvening of 10 July. All three spent 2 days there under UNPROFOR protection
until they were ordered by Duich officers to leave the compound together with the other refugees in the evening of 13 July 1995. They were last seen
passing through the compound gate behind which the Serb soldiers were standing.”

I'want to explain here that the people who hoped that the Dutch were going to protect them, the U.N. peacckeeping troops and all other members of
all other organizatiens who were present in Srebrenica who were inside the camp, the people hoped that they would be protected, but the Dutch
soldiers and officers gave no other option to the refugees but to Ieave. So the refugees inside were told to leave without any other choice. My family
was told on the evening of 13 July that they should leave. About 6 p.m. there were no more refugees inside the camp.

I don't know if this is the topic of the meeting or the hearing but the same night the Dutch soldiers had a party inside the camp because they
received two or three trucks full of beer and cigarettes. They played music while [ was sitting, not knowing what happened to my family. Also when
we came to Zagreb on July 22, the Dutch had another party when a whole orchestra arrived by plane from Holland and they all got drunk together. |
have it on the video tape. So I had very little understanding from the United Nations and all other organizations involved in this issue.
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I continued to search for information on missing persons for the next 2 1/2 years. I wrote many letters 1o the Ministry of Defense of Helland. The
last answer I received from the Minister of Defense was that I should no more address the Ministry of Defense of Holland because they claim that
they can not help the people of Srebrenica look for their missing relatives. He told me that if I had any further questions 1 should contact the Dutch
Embassy in Sarajevo.

1 also wrote letters to U.N. headquarters in Sarajevo. One of the letters I received a year ago, it was in fact the only official reply I received from the
United Nations. It says during your meeling, you informed Mr. Armstrong that you had appealed to the ambassador of the Netherlands in Sarajevo for
help in obtaining information from the RS Government on the fate of residents of Srebrenica. You had arranged to contact the Ambassador in 3
months' time to see whether she had made any progress. Mr. Armstrong noted that this was an important initiative and encouraged you to follow up.
Mr. Armstrong also explained to you that the mandate of the U.N. Mission in Bosnia and Herzegovina (UNMIDH) with respect to missing persons, is
limited to facilitation and referral rather than being an operational one. Current information and practical assistance should be sought through the
offices of the International Committee of the Red Cross and Office of High Representative.

There are five or six organizations in Bosnia which have mandates to assist the familics of missing persens in their scarch. It is the Intemational
Committee of the Red Cross, it is the Office of the High Representative, and all the organizations claim that there is very little they can do. The people
of Srebrenica and | myself are looking for my missing family, we have no use of promises. We really need something to be done as soon as possible,
We hope that there are still some alive people, maybe hidden in detention camps in Bosnia or Serbia. But also we are aware of the fact that the 8,000
or 9,000 people from Srebrenica have probably been murdered. We would also like the bodies to be exhumed and identified so that we know for sure

what happened to our family members.
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But I would like also say one thing concerning the mass grave sites in Bosnia. American troops, when they got deployed in Bosnia, they were
deployed in eastern Bosnia. The American zone of responsibility covers exactly the area where all mass grave sites, all the victims from Srebrenica are
located. b:loru: of those sites have been protected from tampering. Many of them were disturbed. Some sites are even empty. There are no more body
remains there.

1 contacted some American officers, trying to indicate that it will be really necessary to i i
they are being disturbed every day. Nolhﬁgghas been done so far about !h.n)t,, eyt nask the it and pofect them from disurbance beoause

1 have also many documents here with me which [ have already given to the organizers of thi i i
them, but one thing is for sure, so far we had no results at all wheyngccnccmin I3 1hgai1;suc of mr-ll::ur;ﬂ pcﬂnm%;;.\{%il‘:'atrﬁ;:s ti(:ln}g?ng‘;'r:;tt?rf (:{Jfl]:ir?]:lglh ot
International Tribunal in the Hague is performing an investigation on war crimes in Srebrenica. War crimes and war criminals is a separate i : fro
missing persons. The families of missing persons like myself, we have no use of Ardamovic being in prison for 5 years, He is goin ‘gﬂ;a 1ssuf t‘t?
prison in 3 years now. It is not going to change anything in my scarch for my family, We can not rely on only inlemal.ic.:nul tl‘il%unajgs in ;ﬂ’;_";:;“o ‘;{ me
of their investigators stated to the familics, when families asked questions, that all evidence that the International Tribunal for War Crimes i# the g
Hague obtains on the ground remains a secret until the trial starts. None of us knows when the trial is going to start. So we don't have any use of the
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- lri _
mm;‘;‘::-fﬁahif atut::cb:::ommt.tllzmny mlce: or 10 years for the trial to start. We are not intending to wait for 5 to 10 years to find out the truth
orenica. There m some other body which will launch a thorough investigation right now, not waiting for the politici i
[h‘; Whm‘-ﬂ! situation is suitable for such an investigation. = B EENOR SR T
l‘elat(;n!y wint to say one more thing, that the missing persons from Srebrenica has nothing to do with politics. We are just looking for our missing
ves. We really are not interested in any political games. Unfortunately it all became part of it. That's probably what's stopping the whole process.
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I'would like to thank everybody here and I will leave the documents which I have brought with me with the organizers of the hearing.

[The prepared statement of Mr. Nuhanovic appears in the appendix.]

Mr. SMITH. Yes. We'll put that in the record,

_ Mr. Nuhanovie, let me just say that I believe and I believe every member of our panel and every Member of Congress believes that you and people
llke_ Yyou are entitled to answers, whether it be as a result of gross miscalculation or cowardice or complicity in these crimes of the United Nations, of
which we are a part, even though the Dutch had the lead here. You are entitled, regardless of any pelitical consideration, to know exactly what
happened to your family. As you pointed out, you still harbor some hope that one or more may survive.

Mr, NUHANOVIC. I will only say one more thing, if I may. When I approached the Ambassador of Netherlands in Sarajevo last year trying to
follow up on the action of the Minister of Defense who instructed the Ambassador in Sarajevo to meet Mrs. Plavsic, the President of the Republic of
Srpska. bo the Ambassador in Sarajevo met Mrs. Plavsic once a year ago and addressed Mrs. Plavsic with the question of missing persons from
Potocari, Dutchbat camp, There was still no answer from Mrs, Plavsic.

So 1 tried to approach the Ambassador several times again. 1 was every time told during the last summer that the political situation does not allow
any contacts with Mrs. Plavsic concermning this issue because the international community was dealing with some problems, political problems inside
the Republic of Srpska. So it looks like everybody is in Bosnia waiting now for the political situation to settle down and then start, let's say, apening
mass graves and answering different questions. But we can not wait for that long, It's just out of the question.

Mr, SMITH. You know, [ agree. The political situation has limited the number of people that even the international tribunat will look at. I find it
appalling to this day that Milosevic himself, whom former Secretary of State Eagleburger as he was leaving office said he believed was a war criminal,
perpetrated the crimes first in Croatia and then in Bosnia. And yet there is to the best of my knowledge, and I have asked this question a number of
times, no effort to gather information about Milosevic's ordering these crimes throughout the wartime period. Now he is our "partner in peace” and
there's very little or nothing being done to gather the record.

Page 24 PREYV PAGE TOP_OF DOC

I think it is important to note for the record that we had invited a very important witness to this hearing, a former U.N. employee in Bosnia who
now works with the U.S. Department of Defense. The department unfortunately responded that they normally don't allow their employees to testify
about their former employment. They refused to make an exception. It would have been very helpful to have his information on the record today.

Tintend to insist that not only the United Nations, but also our State Department and Defense Department come clean and tell us exactly what they

knew, when they knew it, about this terrible situation.
I would like to yield to Mr. Wolf who has joined us, a member of the Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe, and also 2 member of

the Appropriations Committee.

Mr. WOLF. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. I don't serve on this Committee, but Mr. Gilman and Mr. Smith invited me to come. I guess I
have a couple comments. One, you are fortunate that Mr. Gilman and Mr. Smith are interested in this issue to eventually get the truth out, because [
think, unfortunately, it is going to take people digging and pursuing and requesting and requiring people to come forward. 1 don't think people on their
own are going to come forward.

Second, having been over there a number of times, I think much of the responsibility lics with Mr. Akashi. I have often thought the times that I was
over there and watched him that if my loved one had their future dependent upon Mr. Akashi, it would be absolutely depressing. His activity, the lack
of action and movement, all the activity that took place and the atrocities time after time after time and he would just be there in Zagreb. You just
never could get a feeling that he really cared about this. I think he was much morc sympathetic to the Serbs than anybody else.

‘Third, I think your statement is very damaging to the Dutch military. 1 mean [ think if what you say is accurafe, they have to be somehow held
accountable, I would hope that the Dutch Foreign Ministry and the Dutch Parliament would hold some hearings on this. Holland has a very proud
history of standing up to the Nazis. They must understand this. All you have to do is to go to Amsterdam and go into the house of Anne Frank, who
wrote "The Diary of Anne Frank”. Every citizen of the Netherlands must be sensitive to this. I would urge that a letter be done to the Dutch
Government asking that they hold an inquiry, that their Foreign Ministry hold an inquiry or that their Dutch Parliament hold an inquiry because until
there is knowledge of what happened, it is very difficult for reconciliation to take place. Reconciliation can take place, but there has fo be something to
close this down, whereby there is some closure. There must be acknowledgement of guilt and either people go to prison or something is done to end

this.
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So 1 just wanted 1o tell you. I appreciate so much what you have been through, having been there about five or six times during the war. | had the
opportunity back in 1992 or 1993 to go into a Serb-run prisoner of war camp, where we saw what they were doing to the Muslims. The Muslims
were running around with their hands behind them, their heads down, and it was almost like a scene out of World War II, out of the Nazi camps.

So I appreciate what you have done. Anything we can do to help, Mr. Smith or Mr. Gilman, we'll be glad to do it. 1 just think what you are doing is
being faithful to your parents and being faithful to those people. It is very, very important. Ultimately the truth will come out. The truth has to come
out for there to be any kind of healing and any kind of reconciliation.

Mr. SMITH. Thank you very much, Mr. Wolf,

Mr. Stover.
STATEMENT OF ERIC STOVER, DIRECTOR OF HUMAN RIGHTS CENTER, ADJUNCT PROFESSOR OF PUBLIC HEALTH,

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA/BERKELEY

Mr. STOVER. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I am going to show some slides, which I'l try to go through fairly quickly.

First let me note that [ am a former executive direclor of Physicians for Human Rights. I also have served as an "Expert on Mission” for the
Intemational Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia. However, today I will be testifying in my own capacity. I don't think either institution
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Would have any difficulty with what I am going to say, but there are some things that I can not mention because they relate to the Tribunal's work.

me first begin by saying that I have come here with a profound sense of failure. The reason for that is in January 1993, I testified at the "learing
on War Crimes in the Former Yugoslavia” for the Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe of the House of Representatives, which Wolf
had helped organize. On a collective farm outside of Vukovar a forensic investigation was completed. We had discovered one of the first war crimes
of the wars in the former Yugoslavia. What it amounted to was a mass grave containing the bodics of nearly 200 hospital patients and staff. It wasn't
until 2 or 3 years later that we were able to do a full investigation. As of today, 91 of the 200 victims have been identified.

Page 28 PREV PAGE TOP OF DOC

At that hearing, I brought forward what evidence we had uncovered. It was clear a massacre had taken place. We needed to investigate further. But
Icalled on the need for the international community to take strong measures to protect Croatian-based evidence that we had cellected. T hope I don't
have to return here 5 years from now,

1 would like to turn to the slides now, and begin by saying that my perspective is going to come from the forensic investigators and also from some
of the families and the victims. The slides that you are about to sec were taken by Gilles Peress, who is a photographer who documented the war in
Bosnia and also in Rwanda, His photographs are the ones that line the room today.

First of all, let me mention that turning to the first slide here, this is the "T'rail of Life and Death” which Hasan Nuhanovic had mentioned earlier
where the men had fled up the trail toward Tuzla in an attempt to escape. Here is Srebrenica. Up here is Potocari, As the women and children on July
11 through July 12 fled up to Potocari, the men went along a trail in this direction. It's about 40 miles up to Tuzla from the enclave of Srebrenica. As
they went across the trail, many men and boys were captured or called down from the mountain and executed. Others were killed in the hills. Several
months afier the fall of Srebrenica, [ was able with Gilles Peress to walk along the trail for about 3 or 4 miles. It was as if we were descending into
hell.

There were bodies on all sides of the trail, 200 or 300 bodies just along one stretch of about a mile. As you went along the trail, you found objects
that were left behind by the men as they fled. This is a slide of a little shaving mirror which was left behind. In this particular site, Bosnian forensic
investigators have ascertained that artillery shells {or at least some type of mortar shells) were launched into the center of the group. As they fled,
Bosnian Serb anmy soldiers opened fire on those flecing. This is a slide of a book of the Qu'ran, which was left behind as the men fled or were
captured,
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Personal objects were everywhere along the trail. Clearly the men were desperate as they were fleeing. Many of them were rounded up and taken
down 1o this warchousc and other buildings and executed. What appears to have happened here was that the Bosnian Serb army soldiers stood outside
and fired into the room or through the windows, massacring hundreds inside this warehouse.

In July 1996, the forensic investigations began of the mass graves under the auspices of the International Criminal Tribunal for the former
Yugoslavia. It was hell for the investigators. There were about 90 scientists from 19 different countries. These were scientists from Chile, Argentina,
the Philippines, and the National Park Service in the United States. When they arrived U.N. or NATO troops at that time were not providing them
security at the sites, neither was there any demining activity. So private arrangements had to be made by Physicians for Fluman Rights, which was
actually conducting the investigations on part of the Tribunal.

At first, in the evenings when the teams left the sites, the NATO troops would not protect the graves. As anyone knows in a criminal investigation,
you need to keep the sites protected. So in fact the leader of the forensic investigation, William Haglund, who deserves a great deal of credit for his
waork, stayed behind with a couple of other forensic scientists. They would actually sleep in their vans waiting to make sure that the sites weren't
disturbed.

For the first 2 months they worked in almast perpetual rain. Then it tumned to blistering sun. I have worked in the sites. | have been there. It was a
very difficult work for all of those involved. Particularly because there was a growing sense because that perhaps this effort would not result in justicc
or that the families would never eventually get the remains identified.

What was important initially was 1o show to the Serb leaders, political and military, who had claimed that these were just military exchanges
between the men fleeing and the Bosnian Serb army, were not true. In fact, as we were able to see in this site here, body number 19 has its hands tied
behind its back.
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In the four graves that were exhumed in that period of time from July through October 1996, some 500 bodies or more were removed. Many of
them had hands tied behind their backs in a way that was consistent with execution-style killings. This is imporiant forensically: many of the bodies in
their particular graves had been bound by the same type of telephone wire or a piece of curtain that may have been pulled down. There was a
systematic approach to these executions that were clear in the forensic evidence.

The bodies were laken to Kalesiza, which was on the front line and autopsied in an abandoned garment factory which had been tumed into a make-
shift morgue. The clothes would be cleaned. Work would begin in reconstrueting. Some of the skulls and so on would be shattered by gunshot
wounds. Some of the graves contained hundreds and hundreds of projectiles and bullets,

What was interesting was that in the clothes one found that the men in their desperation as they left Srebrenica had grabbed whatever they could. 1t
was only normal. You find keys, keys because you think you are going to retur at some point to your home. This is an x-ray of a bullet embedded .
near the spinal cord. Objects were found on the bodies such as religious artifacts and objeets for starting fires. Many of these were rural Bosnian
Muslims. Here is a slide of a child's drawings found on one of the bodies. Photographs were found on some of the bodies, One man had over 40
photographs stuffed in his clothing. In this photograph on the lefthand side, there is evidence that a bullet has gone through the phot h

There is a great deal of anger, as Hasan Nuhanovic has mentioned, among the women and children of Srebrenica. because the onogt;a_p .ﬂ:
out in the discussions is what happened in the political machinations of the United Nations. It is important we get to ,thr: depth of thi: B::gthc:: I(:} e
another issue there. For the women and the survivors of Srebrenica, they believed they were going to be protected. What we need to learn from this

experience is that the intemational community doesn't pass Security Council resolutions declari e s
that they are going to be proleeted. That is the key issue we have to take forward. ns declaring safe arcas to people who are living and believing
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As one woman told me during my interviews this summer in preparation for the book I'm publishing with Gilles Peress called The Graves:
Srebrenica and Yukova, she said "Srebrenica taught us that our lives were less valuable than the lives of U.N. soldiers. That for us was the final truth.”
What has happened with the women of Srebrenica, as Hasan has mentioned earlier, is they want to know the truth. It is important to have the trials in
The Hague, but the women also want to know what happened to their men. Many of the women still live in collective centers around the city of
Tduzla. These are dreadful places where 20 or 30 people will share a room together. There are food supplies that are brought in, but they arc hardly
adequate,

What remains the problem for many of the women is that without the return of the bodies, they can not visualize the death of their husbands and
sons, and thus accept it as real. So as a Bosnian psychologist told me, "And so when the women think of moving on with their lives, they are often hit
with strong feelings of guilt because they think they will maybe, just maybe still be alive.”

Also as a result of the fall of Srebrenica there were hundreds of orphans. About 110 of them are still in a Tuzla orphanage.

This is a slide of four elderly people in a collective center sharing the same room. There's loneliness there, boredom.

I would like to just give one other brief quote by a Bosnian psychiatrist, Irfanka Pasagic, who works for the organization Amica, a Tuzla-based
clinic which provides therapeutic services to refugees. Dr. Pasagic said: "What is the utmost importance now is the message that the international
community sends those boys and what they communicate to their sons and daughters. If you say to a child, look, that man there killed your father and
now he lives in your house, what kind of message is that going to send? But if you say look, that man there killed your father and that is the reason
why he is in prison, the message is very different.” So for now, there may not be a lot of talk of hatred or revenge, but if we don't find a way to punish
those responsible for these crimes, it will be surely something we can count on in the future.
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To understand is not to forgive or forget. It is to accept things as they are. Forgiveness for those who massacred the men and boys in Srebrenica is
not ours 1o give. Only the victims have the right to forgive. Forgetting is also unthinkable, as it would be a dishonor to the dead and their memory. The
most disturbing truth is that we are at the end of the Never Again century and genocide is happening again. Bosnia's nightmare, like Rwanda's is not
hers alone. Until we accept the moral imperative of acting swiflly to stop genocide and crimes against humanity and punishing those responsible, it
will happen again.

This is a photograph of ethnic Albanians in Kosovo burying their dead that appeared recently in the New York Times. Over 80 people have been
killed in Kosovo. The bodies have been buried. And the forensic scicntists are purchasing their tickets to fly to Kosovo. It is happening again. Thank
you.

[The prepared statement of Mr. Stover appears in the appendix. |

Mr. WOLF. Would the gentleman yield? These are very powerful visuals, I guess I had two questions. Where do you think that most of the Serbs
are who were involved in the killings? Where are they now? Because in Tuzla there are very few Scrbs obviously in the Tuzla area now. Where are
they? Do we have any sense of where that battalion or that unit is or did they go back to a certain area, a certain village?

Mr. STOVER. In some ways it's conjecture. We know that Arkan's paramilitary forces were there. The Drina Wolves were there. Many of those
who carried out the killings came from other parts of Serbia, Montenegro. Many of the paramilitary groups were comprised of people that weren't
necessarily from within the region. Many I would presume are in the Republic of Srpska, which is not far from Tuzla.

Mr. WOLE. [ know.

Mr. STOVER. So clearly they are in arcas, many of them, where they can be arrested. Of course the most important ones to arrest are Mladic and
Karadzic.
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Mr. WOLF. I agree. | have said over and over, I did a report when I came back in December again, that until that issue is dealt with, there can
never be peace and healing there. T mean you have to go back and find and hold accountable the people that have been involved. It just has to be done.
1 was one of the Republican Members that supported sending troops. 1 think what we have done there has been very, very positive, but I think we

should be doing more, [ agree.

The other question that I wanted to ask you is what should we be doing? What should the U.S. Government do? What should the Congress do?
What should be done?

Mr. STOVER. First of all we must make every effort to arrest Radovan Karadzic and Ratko Mladic. That is No. 1. And others who are associated
with war crimes throughout the former Yugoslavia.

I would also say that we need to understand what are the needs of women and children throughout the former Yugoslavia. This is especially true of
the young men and boys. If we don't find ways of supporting them on many levels, we will see more violence in the future. What has happened to the
women and the people of Srebrenica who fled, who quite technically should have been by virtue of their safe haven status, the best protected people in
the world? A Security Council resolution was passed to protect them. But what has happened is they have ended up in Tuzla and central Bosnia in
deplorable conditions with few, if any possibilities for meaningful jobs. Iere are young men and women who are feeling guilty because their brothers
and mothers and fathers may have died or were cxecuted. Yet they are not getting any kind of basic job training. They don't necessanly need to be
taught English or computer skills. Many of them want to learn how to be mechanics. Now I know this sounds small, but it is important to be helping
these people re-cstablish their lives ngain. The U.N. community has abandoned them. More effort needs to be put in that regard.
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Also 1 think clearly support for an international criminal court must be forthcomi : i ili

Mr. WOLF. Thazl( ygflo\fcry much. Excuse me. Go ahead. i

Mr. NUHANOVIC. Can I answer your question about where the Serbs who have done this are now?

Mr. WOLF. Yecs.

Mr. NUHANOVIC. | have been trying to find out where they are for 2 1/2
them to tell me what happened to my family.

One of them who was definitely involved in Srebrenica's massacre was unt i : . G g
overlapping with the American zone of responsibility of eastem Bosnia. So ?ll:lairg gﬁii?ﬁtf? fﬁ;ﬁiﬁ:ﬁ&ﬁ: :::; 'iﬁsacrz'ifo:iﬂgt:h o gc?ll;‘l:ycﬂ
Kalesiza. It's only 10 kilometers cast of Tuzla, east of the American main base. I gave them the video and 1 showed them on the 3[:11; the mm:l they
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Were mcctu;g every day at the meetings, because American military is communicating with the local authorities, civilian authorities like police
a“thﬁr{ucs. So they met these men many, many times. They had some suspicions about him. I told them this is a man who coordinated the mass
executions around Zvornik, which is the town where the mass graves are concentrated mostly. This man was sitting in Zvornik. His office was there
for 2 1/2 years. Americans knew it for half a year now.

Lalso went to the Office of the [ligh Representative several times and gave them this video tape because this Serb is on the video tape in Srebrenica
and there is a date on the video tape also. He is talking to the Minister of Interior for Republic of Srpska at that time on the tape reporting to him. More
Ehmgs can be seen on that tape. Nobody has done anything about this. Only ICTY about 10 days ago, first time, approached this police officer and he
is missing now for 10 days. He is gone. He is probably hiding. But this shouldn't have been allowed. Because ICTY went to his office to ask if he
wanted 1o talk, and of course after that he fled his job or hid. He was probably promoted or 1 don't know. So it's really not dealt with in a scrious

manner at all.
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Some of the Americans, when I tell them or any other members of the United Nations in Bosnia, if I tell them that this Serb has been involved in
war crimes, 1 have proof that can support this, I receive answers saying like we don't care. [t's been 2 1/2 years ago. It's over now. It's time for
reconciliation. But you see thousands of refugees were supposed 1o return to the area controlled by this person. They were being encouraged by
Americans, by UNHCR, by ICRC to return to their homes which are in the area controlled by this Serb police officer. How can you expect the people
to return there where the murderers of their brothers, fathers, mothers, are sitting in a police headquarters? I have names of more Serbs involved.

But also only one more thing. The only organization which is really investigating what happened in Srebrenica is as I mentioned, the International
Tribunal for War Crimes in the Hague. They are the only ones who follow the path, the line, everything that happened between the place where
somebody disappeared, and following it down to the place where somebody might be buried or maybe alive in a prison, Because if somebody
disappeared, there is onc location where somebedy has been scen last time that's like location A. So we are all now leoking for location B. OK? Which
15 4 mass grave or a prison, most probably mass grave.

But all these organizations in Bosnia are looking for the location B without following this line. The line is really very simple, in fact. It's only two or
three villages or towns in Bosnia through which these people were transported. And the Serb authorities who were in charge of those towns in 1995
when it happened, the mayers, the chiefs of police, the military commanders, are all there talking to American seldiers every day, American officers as
if nothing happened because these things are forgotten,

It is just simple. Just go there and talk to them. All Serbs involved in war crimes in Srebrenica are still sitting in the same positions as they were in
1995.

Mr. WOLF. Thank you.

Ms. JAGGER. 1 would like to add just a small point. 1 was a part of an "apprehend war criminals” task force with Justice Goldstone very recently.
We visited the State Department, the Pentagon and the White House. When we met at the Pentagon I asked the question about why have they not
apprehended Karadzic and General Mladic. The answer they gave me was because they didn't know where they were situated today.
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- So I would like to introduce in the record a map that Human Rights Watch has put out of where the war criminals are today, in which areas. [t is
extraordinary to be given an answer by the Pentagon telling us that they don't know where they are, when everybody is secing them and when a
human rights organization has done a map of all the places.

What | wanted to say was that | am convinced that the reason why Karadzic and Mladic and other war criminals have not been apprehended is not
because it is a danger for the lives of the soldiers that will do it, but simply because it will shed light as to the kinds of crimes that may have been
committed by high ranking U.N. officials and the kind of negotiation that they may have undertaken with Mladic and Karadzic that will become
public if they were brought to the Hague.

Mr. SMITH. Thank you very much. I would like to ask Ms. Paul if she would speak.

Before doing that, without objection I would like the record to include a statement from the Committee of the Dispossessed from Srebrenica and
Zepa. There are some 300 refugee survivors living in St. Louis, Missouri. They have made an appeal asking for the immediate arrest and prosecution
of those responsible for the war crimes and genocide in Srebrenica and Zepa, including Mladic and Karadzie, which Ms. Jagger just made reference
to. Information about those killed or missing and material, including financial compensation for their loss. Without objection this will be made a part of
the record.

[The statement referred to appears in the appendix.]

Mr. SMITH. Ms. Paul.

MS. DIANE PAUL, CONSULTANT ON FORMER YUGOSLAVIA, HUMAN RIGHTS WATCI1

Ms. PAUL. Thank you very much. Chairman Smith, Members of Congress, ladies and gentlemen here today, the events of over 2 1/2 years age in
Srebrenica must be remembered. For this reason, your decision to hold this hearing is deeply appreciated. To the families of the missing, however, it
seems the world has already forgotten, has moved on. Yet the survivors can not. They are frozen in the trauma of nol knowing the fates of those who
disappeared. They must endure the cruelty of hoping against hope that some may still be alive while knowing that few are likely to have survived.
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I worked with Holocaust survivers to assist them in determining the fates of family members who disa i i i
1 will tell you is that after 50 years, the traurna was still very [‘rcsthhat I know ubogt the survivors nfg,gﬂ‘;::ﬁi;‘n;giﬁg::?:nm‘;?:: :; Tﬁ::]:;cw&aﬁ
never stop searching. I think that we must help them find the answers. S
Adding to the already unbearable burden that they face, the two persons believed responsible izi i
people from Srebrenica are still at large. What message is being mnlﬁo Milosevic on K{;P:Q\rg whfr; ;ilg:: ifl:fdlg:nyj;?;;c dﬂ?;c{;fg ?usands of
justice? It should not be forgotten that Milosevic is belicved to have played a large part in what happened in Srebrenica. Yet wgfec have bee i
rc:pcutodly, and I must say often condescendingly. that those indicted for war crimes will be brought to justice sooner OII' later. On ol IH?S!d
diplomat told me recently when I asked him if it were true if Ratko Mladic had sought refuge in Serbia responded T am satiéf' edel;c?ﬁad: isi
cocoon. He is not interfering with the peace process. We can take care of him later.” That U S, Govcm%ent officials are satisf:lcd wi:tlh the s:ti:slg:n

for reasons of political ¢ iency is deeply offensi : . ;
thoy vt political expediency is deeply offensive and wholly o ble. Patience has worn thin. The survivors demand justice. How long must
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The questions raised in the title of today’s hearing are critical. To rephrase them slightly, we might ask, could the people of Srebrenica have been
saved, and might we prevent further such tragedies? Despite everything that's happened, we believe the answer is yes. Most of those who died during
those days in July might have been saved had the international community’s response been more decisive. The possibility to protect civilians in
Kosovo and elsewhere exists. We heard President Clinton admit that early action could have prevented many deaths in Rwanda. Reports of new
attacks in Kosovo last week and the failure of Serbia to withdraw so-called police forces which act in every way like military forces, are not surprising
developments. They were anticipaled and, in fact, casily predicted, given the broken promises of the past.
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Miloscvic is a master of brinkmanship. We should not forget that. Once again, he is thumbing his nose at the international community, as evidenced
by the recent arrest of Americans in Pristina and his refusal to accept an international mediator.

A reported arms deal with Russia which may even now be funneling sophisticated arms to Serbia, including attack helicopters, has gone
unchallenged by the contact group. There are no international human rights monitors on the ground and humanitarian organizations do not have full
access lo those in need. Full and unimpeded access to international monitors is an absolute imperative. Yet to date, Milosevic has refused to permit the
OSCE to reestablish a presence there after boating them out a number of years ago. The disunity within the contact group does not bode well and
echoes the ineffective international response to the crisis in Bosnia, the lowest point of which was Srchrenica.

Action must be taken now to get people on the ground in Kosovo. Should there be a no-fly zone over Kosovo to at least prevent the use of attack
helicopters indiscriminately against civilians as it's belicved they have already been used there? Speaking more generally, [ would argue that the
potential use of safe arcas as a stralegy to protect civilians should not be discarded, despite the failure at Srebrenica. Zones of safety have saved lives,
even in the former Yugoslavia. The safe area in northern Iraq did provide some prolection over time until international will eroded. Designated safe
houses established by the International Committee of the Red Cross, Raoul Wallenberg and others, enabled thousands of Hungarian Jews to survive
during the darkest days in Budapest during World War 1. An intemnational safety zone created by fewer than a dozen internationals protected tens of
thousands of people during the rape of Nanking. None of the safe zones mentioned provided complete safety. Rather, they mitigated the danger,
cnabling some persons to survive. The lesson is not to avoid the establishment of safe areas, but to ensure that they are indeed safe and to glean what

we can from the successes and [ailures of the past.
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In the case of Srebrenica, the political will existed only to proteet international troops, not civilians, UNPROFOR commanders were permitted to
narrowly interpret their mandate to include only the protection of their own troops, despite clear instructions from the U.N. Secretary General who in
1994 stated that UNPROFOR understands its mission as follows: to protect the civilian populations of the designated safe arcas against armed attacks
and other hostile acis through the presence of its troops and if necessary through the application of air power in accordance with agreed procedures.

Yet again and again in Bosnia and elsewhere, we have missed the boat and failed to focus on the real issue, stopping aftacks on civilians. Instead,
cfforts have focused on merely containing the conflict, and [ hear that language being used a lot again in Kosovo, preventing refugee flows or
pumping in humanitarian assistance. All these are important, but none of them constitutes protection. While we welcome the intent of the tribunal to
investigate events in Kosovo, this also does not provide protection.

Boutros-Ghali, confronted by journalists with the U.N's failure at Srebrenica said no, I don't believe this represents a failure. You have to see if the
glass is half full or half empty. We are still offering assistance to refugees, and we have been able to maintain the dispute within the borders of the
former Yugoslavia,

Had the safe area been properly reinforced, the Dutch troops might never have abandoned the persons who sought their protection in Potocari.
Instead, anxious 1o leave the enclave, Dutch troops deliberately failed to report troop movements and other activities to headquarters, long before the
actual fall of the town. As Srebrenica fell, intemational reaction was divisive and undermined any hope of protection. The British threatened to pull
troops out. The Germans recommended leaving Srebrenica to its fate and concentrating on Zepa. NATQ said it was awaiting orders from the United
Nations. The United States refused to provide troops at all. A year earlier, U.N, troops had been pulled out of Rwanda at a critical moment with
overwhelmingly devastating results. '
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Some of the principles which have to be followed in the future if we are 1o consider these as safe arcas again, and Il just mention a few: Safe
havens or safety zones should not be set up without a protection plan. If peacekeeping troops are involved, the plan should include the specific
measures which should be used to protect civilians. Safe areas must be completely demilitarized. They must not compromise the right to seek asylum
to escape attack. Contingency plans for the evacuation of the populations from the safe arcas should be developed at the outset just in case the safe
arcas should fall to hostile forces, Safe areas must not be used fo shicld suspected perpetrators of genocide, war crimes or crimes against humanity.
Agreements with the parties to the conflict must include schedules for regular distribution of humanitarian aid, unlike what we saw in Srebrenica,
where many, many, many months went by without any international aid getting into the city at all.

"The possible negative consequences of implementing a safe arca should be well thought oul. For example, the use of safe areas as a substitute for
actions to stop abuses, i.c. ethnic cleansing. Persons in a safe zone should be registered by neutral international third partics, such as the Intemational
Committee of the Red Cross. Evacuations, if absolutely necessary, must be accompanied by internationals, who should travel in the same vehicles as
the evacuees. In Srebrenica, UNPROI'OR escorts were simply turned back or their vehicles confiscated. Evacuations from Zepa, however, were less
f;s;tzuéc b;;cause UNPROFOR troops rede on the buses and not, by the way, out of their own initiative, but because people refused to permit them

No agreement should be made which will permit the evacuation of civilians by forces hostile to them, especially i :
separate women and children from male family members should be resisted. I;abn]fliﬁcs must be kept chthe?cm ly if unaccompanied. Any attempt to

Intelligence information relating to impending attacks on civilians must not be withheld from the public or at the very least, from international
organizations with protection or human rights monitoring mandates. We know that there was information about the attacks in Kosovo. i fi :
about movements, et celera, before the attack i ~ . ; » Information

troop s ) s occurred. Why were they permitted to go forward? Clearly evidence relating to the C. issi
of War Crimes must never be destroyed by peacckeepers or other internationals as was the case in Srebrenica . -
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Fll_'lal]}', I would like to raise an important issue that hasn't received much attention. That is the need for an intenational investigation into the
Possible use of chemical weapons at Srebrenica. Human Rights Watch interviewed numerous survivors from Srebrenica who claim they were
atlacked with a chemical agent that caused hallucinations and disorientation. Mr. E.J. Hogen-doom, who conducted the study, is here today and could
answer questions afterward on this topic. The resulls of the Human Rights Watch research into the use of chemical weapons in Srebrenica in 1995 are
tnconclusive, but indicate that there were unexplained events which affected primarily the rear scetions of the column of persons fleeing the town
through heavily wooded areas. The testimony collected by Human Rights Waltch and stalements made by U.S, Government officials indicate the
possibility that chemical weapons were used, and strongly suggest that further investigation is warranted.

Human Rights Watch has condueted a study of allegations of the use of chemical weapons, primarily concemning BZ or BZ-like compound. BZ is a
chemical warfare agent which causes psychological and physical incapacitation. Prior to the breakup of Yugoslavia, the INA, the Yugoslav national
army’s arsenal is known fo have included BZ and other chemical weapons, as acknowledged in a NATO intelligence assessment which Human Rights
Watch has seen. The Federal Republic of Yugoslavia is one of the few states, by the way, that has not signed the 1993 Chemical Weapons
Convention.

The U.S. Government was aware of allegations of BZ use as carly as August 1995, if not sooner, when Assistant Secretary of State John Shattuck,
during a trip to Bosnia, reported that "therc were many credible accounts of the shelling of large columns of civilians attempting to flee and four
separale accounts of the use of chemical weapons that severely disoriented fleeing people, causing several to commit suicide.”

Human Rights Watch interviewed a number of U.S, officials from various branches of the government. While none agreed to speak for atiribution,
they did reveal the following: A small team of Defense Department experis interviewed a number of Srebrenica survivors in the summer of 1996, and
concluded that their accounts supported allegations of the use of chemical incapacitants. The conclusion was deemed highly significant by the
department. This information was sent up the chain of command.
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More than one person told Human Rights Watch that we were "on the right track.” In late 1996, the U.S. intelligence community had information
that chemical weapons may have been used in Srebrenica. A large investigation, which included physical sampling, was undertaken in late 1996 or
early 1997 by the U.S. Govenment. The results of this investigation are not known to us. One official told Human Rights Watch in December 1996
that "we do not see an advantage in declassifying those documents relating to chemical weapons use in Bosnia. We have spoken with people and
received assurances that other channels are being pursued that we believe would be more effective and achieve a more favorable cutcome than simply
publicizing theme." That is where it's been left.

U.S. Public Law 102-182, the Chemical and Biological Weapons Control and Eliminations Act of 1991 requires that a determination regarding the
use of chemical weapons be made. If it is determined that chemical weapons were used, Public Law 102-182 would require the imposition of
sanctions, which raises some other questions about why these questions haven't been further pursued.

The U.S. Government should release immediately all information on the development, production, stockpiling, and use of chemical weapons in the
former Yugoslavia which it may have in its possession. Thank you very much,

[The prepared statement of Ms. Paul appears in the appendix.]

Mr. SMITH. Ms. Paul, thank you very much for your very comprehensive testimony. We will follow up on the chemical weapons issue as well. [
think we have been aware of it but there has been very little, as you have indicated, in terms of divulging what we know about the use of those
weapons. So I do appreciate that.

. The gentleman you mentioned being here, does he have a statement he could make a part of the record? And you did say he would be available for
some questions.

Ms. PAUL. He feels my statement for now is sufficient. We will be releasing a report in a short time on this topic. However, if aftcrward anyone
would like to speak with Mr. Hogendoom, he will be available.
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Mr. SMITH. Thank you.

Mr. Heffernan, if you could present your testimony?

STATEMENT OF JOHN HEFFERNAN, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, COALITION FOR INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE

Mr. HEFFERNAN. Mr. Chairman, distinguished Members of the Committee, thank you for convening this hearing today. For the countless
victims who have been permanently silenced, and for the family members and survivors who remain committed to finding out what happened to
them, this hearing is welcome and long overdue. For some in particular, as others have said, the people of Kosovo, this hearing is ironically timely.

Over the last few weeks, the Kosovars have witnessed the massacre of nearly 100 people, many innocent women and children by Serbian
paramilitary troops directed by the man who directed the slaughter in Srebrenica. The Kosovo Albanians might find the question "Will it happen
again?" a bit after the fact. It is all too familiar to them. The faces of the victims have changed, but the genocidal perpetrators remain the same. The
anemic reaction of the infernational community, expressions of outrage and as yet relatively empty threats, are hauntingly familiar. Radovan Karadzic
and Ratko Miladic, indicted for genocide and charged with masterminding the largest single war crime in Europe since World War II, remain free
today, almost 3 years afler the massacre in Srebrenica.

At the same time, Yugoslav President Slobodan Milosevie, although not indicted by the International Criminal Tribunal, is directing the crackdown
in Kosovo, providing a safe area, confirmed by many high-level U.S. officials for the twice-indicted alleged architect of Srebrenica, General Ratko
Miadic.

My message today is a simple one. Unless the perpetrators of these past heinous acts are arrested and brought to justice, the likelihood of a
Srebrenica massacre being replicated in Bosnia or in other parts of the former Yugoslavia is almost certain. ’
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1spent 2 1{2, almost 3 years as a humanitarian aid worker in the former Yugoslavia during the war. I know first- -
goals set outin the U.S.-brokered Dayton Peace agreement from the return ol'greﬁ.lgccs, to thgc functioning ut’jiir:tti::gfutt?:risn::; :iolhc ili_icn:]:Irnh!c d
reconstruction efforts, will be achicved unless the architects of the genocide and their henchmen are captured and sent to the Hagu IPCIml y soun
refugee, would you return to your home, knowing that the man who ran the concentration camp now works at the local police staﬁin? ﬁ?\ﬂ‘iﬁ aci
fair can clections be if candidates running for office for exile are prevented, once elected, from taking office by the cthnicp:tmsing that drowethai
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from their home districts?
Just last week, it was reported that despite the presence and diplomatic efforts of the international community, after a few minutes the meeting of
Srebrenica town council ended in lotal chaos. Clearly the legacy of the massacre lives on.

l_n answering the questions why did the massacre happen, and will it happen again, it is important to understand the extent to which an escalating
series of human rights abuses in Bosnia before the war contributed to a complete breakdown of civil society. These events and the negligible
international response to them, paved the way for the eventual tragedies in Bosnia. To suggest, as many do, that ancient religious and ethnic hostilities
are the cause of the most recent Balkan conflict, ignores recent history. For nearly 40 years following World War I, the people of former Yugoslavia,
particularly in Bosnia, lived in a peaceful multi-cthnio state.

The fragile peace came to an end in the 1980's when Belgrade unilaterally dismantled the Kosovo Government, stripping it of its autonomous status
and created a police state. A few years later, as Croatia sought independence, fear of the denial of their rights sparked a rebellion among the Croatian
Serbs, which led to the massive destruction of Vukovar. The failure of the international community to react to these events sent a message to the
perpetrators that no one would intervene to prevent exploitation of minorities by nationalists. A pattern of human rights abuses was established and
reinforced. The eventual result was the worst European bloodbath since World War I1.
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Threatened by Bosnia's desire for independence, a few insecure demagogues launched campaigns of hate and terror aimed at achieving ethnically
pure states. Seizing the opportunity, some of these nationalists began to promote their grand designs of creating a greater Serbia, others, a greater
Croatia. Each fastidiously worked to climinate any and all who would interfere with their nationalist expansionistic goals. During this time, the major
players in the international community refused to get their hands dirty in the Yugoslav conflict. Although there were ongoing attempts to negotiate a
peace and to propose territorial boundaries, the parties could not reach consensus and the killing continued.

Sensing very little progress in the negotiations, the United Nations declared certain areas to be safe, promising o protect the most vulnerable
populations. The failure to protect the so-called safc arcas set the stage for further human rights abuses, permitting the sicge of Sarajevo and other safe
areas, culminating in the massacre in Srebrenica.

As has been said by my colleagues here on the panel, the United States, the Netherlands, and other European Governments, the United Nations and
the international community should be condemned for their failure to act on reports of impending Srebrenica massacre. Perhaps external force could
have saved thousands of lives. But the ultimate culpability must rest firmly on the shoulders of the most senior Serbian politicians and officers who
planned and authorized this erime. Evidence from the well-documnented massacre points to the complicity of Bosnian Serb leaders in Pale as well as
the leadership in Belgrade.

President Clinton said we have an obligation to carry forward the lesson of Nuremberg. Those accused of war crimes, crimes against humanity and
genocide must be brought to justice. There must be peace for justice to prevail, but there must be justice when peace prevails.

Just last week while in Rwanda, the President, acknowledging that the world did not act quickly enough to the 1994 genocide, repeated his vow
never again must we shy away in the face of evidence. While he said this, the Serbian paramilitary forces were firing on Albanians in Kosove. The
President said in Rwanda, genocide can occur anywhere. It's not an African phenomenon. In the case of Srebrenica, the evidence is clear. Ratko
Miadic and Radovan Karadzic must not be allowed, as former Senator Dole so eloquently put it, to exercise their noxious influence on the people who
they sought to destroy, an influence that threatens to jeopardize the entire peace process in Bosnia.
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Arresting these two suspected war criminals is not the panacea, but it could influence the answer to the question that we are asking today, will it
happen again? As long as war criminals are at large and justice is not done, the wounds of war can not heal, reconciliation and lasting peace can not be
achieved. Thank you.

[The prepared siatement of Mr. Heffernan appears in the appendix. ]

Mr. SMITH. Thank you very much, Mr. Heffernan.

Let me ask the cntire panel first of all, and Ms. Jagger suggested this a few moments ago about the idea of not pursuing the evidence to these
highest levels because of what it might reveal about U.N. complicity, certainly negligence and perhaps United States and other countries' negligence
and complicity in the crimes as well.

Why do you think there is not an aggressive effort, now that many months have passed since there have even been elections in Bosnia and Republic
of Srpska? Why does the reluctance remain to pursue the higher ups? That especially goes for Milosevic himself. [ am, as I said earlier, appalled that
our government is making no attempt whatsoever, unless they have changed yesterday, to pursue Milosevic because he is our "partner in peace” now.

What is your take on that?

Ms. JAGGER. 1 think it's clear if we understand that the State Department refused to send a witness today that the Pentagon refused to allow a
very erucial witness who used to work with the United Nations and who would have given us a very credible account of what happened in Srebrenica
and what happened especially with General Janvier and Akashi. That is the reason why they didn't want to allow that to happen.

I think it's important to understand that as the chronology shows us, if on the 24th of May, General Janvier went to the Security Council to advocate
dropping the safc areas and not defending them, and if there was, as the British MB that I spoke about before, belicve that there was a change of
policy for the British, the French, and the Americans and the United Nations, and as we know on the fourth of June, there was a quid pro quo
agreermnent between General Janvier and Mladic by which General Mladic was going to release the hostages in exchange for which General Janvier
undertook that there will be no NATO air strike.
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But furthermore, there was one important thing. On June 9, U N. Special Representative Akashi announced the United Nations will abide b
strictly peacekeeping principles, i.. no use of force. This is from a report done by Rob Guttman on the fall of Srebrenica that appeared in News};;'

Lam aonﬁnct?d that the word a "coverup” or a "conspiracy” is not a strong enough word for what happened in Srebrenica. They want us to fi a{.
what happened in Srebrenica. I feel that the anger and the outrage of the survivors, and especially the women of Srcbrenica; who feel that ew Urt%:d
wants us to forget what happened there, is the reason why we don't have any war criminals from Srebrenica who had been a rehondid u*; ;;'}' y
That is the reason why the whole process of identification has been stalled. That is the reason why they still want to have thepglnswc for th i
persons, and why so few of the missing have been identified until today. i

I think that everything tends to show to us that there is too much to lose for the United Nations, for the U.S. Government, for the French
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Guvcmmc_-nt, for the Dutch, who by the way [ would like to say are the only ones who are carrying out an independent investigation as to what
happened in Srebrenica.

Mr. SMITH. Would anybody else like to answer that question?

Mr. STOVER. What needs to be known is the truth, whether you call it a coverup or whatever you eall it. What needs to be known is the truth. [
can tell you from the time that I spent during the war in the former Yugoslavia there often was a sense among younger UNPROFOR soldiers of
complete frustration. I traveled with UNPROFOR troops, I werked with them, and they constantly questioned why they were there, if they couldn't
use foree to prevent the killing. I can remember in 1993 when we arrived in Vukovar to complete the evacuation of the mass grave, and the Belgian
UNPROFOR commander met with the Serb commander to tell him that we were going to continue the work. In the meeting, the Serb commander
said we couldn't go 1o the site, and the UNPROFOR commander didn't raise a word in protest.
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I think that what is important now is, and that we know among many U.N. colleagues I know who are still in the United Nations, a deep sensc that
our moral authority, not only of the United Nations, but of the governments that supported the safe havens, has been tamnished. Until there is a full
airing of what happened, it is very difficult for us fo listen to the proud words of even our own President that this will never happen again.

We need to know functionally and at an operational level what went wrong and who gave the order to abandon the enclave of Srebrenica,

Mr. SMITH. You know this idea that it will never happen again, and you mentioned, Mr. Stover, about Vukovar in the hearings that we held, Mr.
Wolf and [ were in Vukovar when it was under siege. When we visited a wine cellar where there were dozens of people holed up because of sniping
and daily bombings that were oceurring, one of the people when they heard we were U.S. visiting Congressmen were a little surprised that we were
there, but then somebody shouted out why is this any different than Kuwait where this aggression will not stand, and started quoting President Bush's

words right back to us.
So those words of "never again” take on a very hollow meaning when they do take place over and over again, and the response is tepid and there isa

culture of appeasement.

That leads to my next question in terms of the chain of command On May 24, 1995, General Janvier reported that the "military force deployed by
UNPROFOR in these safe areas is of little use.” Why did the United Nations and troop contributing nations not respond? Is he at fault? Were they
sleeping at the switch in country or is the chain of command in your view flawed when it goes to the higher echelons at the United Nations in New
York? Are they incapable of responding?

Ms. JAGGER. It is my belief that what General Janvier was advocating to the Security Couneil was really what everybody wanted to hear. That's
the sad state of affairs. That they were not there to try to convince him that what he was saying was immoral, but they were willing to go ahead and
change their policies toward Srebrenica and let the Srebrenica people be immolated and sell them to the Serbs. Tl hat is, I think, what is most
outrageous about what happened in Srebrenica, is that as far as the 24th of May, they knew that the people of Srebrenica were going to be handed
over to the executioners with the consent of the international community. By that, | mean by the French, the British, the Americans and the United

Nations.
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Mr. SMITH. Yes?
Ms. PAUL. If I might add, Mr. Chairman, that I think that the eritical issue here was one of troop proteetion. That frankly none of the contributing

nations wanted their troops in any kind of situation which might compromisc their own safety. That was the reason that the Dutch troops were not
reinforced. As Dutch troops rotated out of the region, they were, in facl, not even replaced.

The enclaves presented a problem for the United Nations in terms of protection. I would have to concur
essentially to allow them to fall. It certainly appears that way.

When we did a report of what happened in Srebrenica in the early

U.N. offficials. We called for the disclosure of all of available informati _ at tf :
information shouldn't just be targeted at the Dutch and the Dutch Government, but it should include senior military and civilian officials at

UNPROFOR headquarters in Zagreb. In addition, I think that what was going on in New York would have to be taken under consideration as well.
However to date, no such investigation has taken place as we arc all aware. 1 think it's still not too late to call for such investigation. In fact, I think

it's critical that one be conducled.

Mr. SMITH. Yes?
Mr. NUHANOVIC. As Diane said, it was probably already decided that Srebrenica should be let to fall. The Dutch peacekeepers in Srebrenica

were definitely not able to defend Srebrenica with the arms they had, although they have never really shot back. [ mean they have never returned fire
to the Serbs, not even once. That is what T have secn there. But probably that was the policy.

with Ms. Jagger that there was a decision

fall of 1995, one of the things we called for was an investigation of the role of
on pertaining to the U.N.'s response, and argued that this disclosure of
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But I was alking about the concrete case, specific case of people being allowed to enter the U.N. camp. They spent there 2 days and 2 nights, After
2 days and 2 nights, they are thrown out of the camp right to the Serbs. This is something different. So they were already protected in a way. They
weré inside the safe place. No one has ever answered my question why have those people been thrown out of the camp, because 1 was there and I
know that the Serbs have not tried to break into the camp. They haven't tried. So there was no open threat from the Serbs against Dutch soldiers or
officers to hand over the people from the camp. I have never been given any answer. There has never been any investigation about the situation inside
Dutchbat camp.

[ want to also say something about the meeting. As you know, on 11 July, Srebrenica fell. 12 and 13 July, people in Potocari area were being taken
away. Many of them were executed also on the spot. From 13 July until 15 July, nobody knows what happened. But on 15 July, which means only 2
days, only 2 days afer Potocari situation, on 15 July there was a meeting in Belgrade. At this meeting United Nations, international community )
representatives were supposed to save the lives of those whose lives could have been still saved if there was still anybody alive. It was only 2 days after
they disappeared. ’

So there was a meeting in Belgrade, | have a document which attests to that. It says "Mr. Carl Bildt, Mr. Stolte " .
written by Akashi, "and myself in Belgrade with President Milosevic on Saturday, 15 July." They met with wé:?&ﬂ;:ﬁi{;ﬁiﬁ;zﬁm,
Rupert Smith and Milosevic, at the request of Bildt to facilitaie the presence of General Mladic at the meeting. Mladic and Smith had a long
discussion. Despite their disagreement on several points, the meeting recstablished dialog between the two generals. An informal agreement was
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reached in the course of the meeting on a number of points between the two generals, which will however have fo be confirmed at their meeting
scheduled for 19 July. In view of the highly sensitive nature of the presence of Mladic at the mecting, it was agreed by all participants that this fact
should not be mentioned at all in public.”
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So this was at that time a sccret meeting. If | knew that the meeting was taking place, I would have expected these people to ask Mladic and
Milosevic what happened with the people who were taken away from Potocari. According to the official document issued by the International
Committee of the Red Cross, it's a book on missing persons which lists almost 20,000 persons missing in Bosnia.

One thousand eight hundred and cighty ninc men, mostly men and boys and some women, which means the total number of missing persons from
Potocari is 1,889. So many people disappearcd in front of the eyes of all these representatives of the intemational community, and it seems like no one
has asked about these people. But what is even worse than what [ have told already is that the following day on 16 July, which means only 1 day after
this meeting on 16 July, the Serbs killed 1,500 men and boys in Pilica. This has been proved by also the witnesses and also the indicted for war
crimes, Mr. Damovic, who is in the Hague. Which means that all thesc facts show that there was very little interest to save the lives of anybody.

Ms. PAUL. I just wanted to add to that that what was discussed at this meeting was the safety of U.N. troops and the hostage situation in terms of
Dutch troops, and also essentially an agreement, perhaps not stated quite so bluntly, but an agreement that there would be no further air strikes.
Therefore, there was not a focus, again, on the fate of civilians, many of whom whose lives could have been saved had there been insistence or had
there been some kind of plan developed at this meeting as a result. It was not even brought up.

Mr. NUHANOVIC. It was not even mentioned. It was not even mentioned. You see only 2 days after 2,000 people were taken away, this meeting
took place. It was not even brought up.

Ms. JAGGER. I would like to add something more to that. Besides the safety of the Dutch troops, they were there to request for the military
equipment of the United Nations, but I would like fo read you in an unpublished interview that Carl Bildt gave to Rob Guttman from Newsday. He
said, "We had to meet with Milosevic. He was the only person who could get the two generals together. Milosevic ordered Mladic to Belgrade. This
leaves no doubt as to who was pulling the strings within and without the now ravaged enclave in Srebrenica. The point of the meeting, said Bildt, was
to arrange access for the International Red Cross 10 an enclave in which the United Nations knew well that no Muslims were now living. Bildt made it
clear that he knew a lot of details about the violence. He said we knew about men being separated.”
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Newsday asked Bildt, "Did you raise the issue of massacres with Mladic and Milosevic?" "No, we didn't,” replied Bildt. "We had unconfirmed reports
of massacres, but we didn't raise the issue.” Later in the interview he contradicted himself directly. "Of course we raised these issues.” So it shows you
and he was then the head of the Office of the High Representative and the former Prime Minister of Sweden.

Mr. SMITH. Let me ask Ms. Paul if perhaps you could elaborate on the issue of chemical weapons and ask your associate if he would come and
give us his name and tell us some information that he might have.

How much of it was used, how many people were affected? I think you said it was BZ? What is the consequence of coming in contact with that
chemical agent?

Mr. HOGENDOORN. Well, it's difficult to tell what really happened because of course most of the people we belicve were-— -

Mr. SMITH. Could you identify yourself for the record?

Mr. HOGENDOORN. I'm sorry. My name is E.J. Hogendoom. [ am a researcher with Human Rights Watch.

1t is quite difficult to get the facts straight because of course most of the witnesses of these alleged attacks are dead. Because it appears clear from
the testimony that most of the symptoms that were described to us were experienced by people in the rear of the column. These were the people that
were cut off on the second day of the march out of Srebrenica and the majority of these people were then cither killed in the area or executed later on.

The reason we suspect it is BZ or some kind of BZ-like agent is because of the effects that were described to us, which is disorientation and
incapacitation. We were aware of the information that the Yugoslav national army had developed an incapacitant which they called BZ. They had
weaponized it, and that they had actually developed doctrine for its use.

Ms. PAUL. In addition, there were some of the survivors interviewed who identified peculiar looking shells in terms of the way they exploded, that
they described colored substance coming from the shells rather than an explosion, a detonation with shrapnel. These accounts varied.
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There are possibly other explanations for some of the behaviors that occurred. There were, however, some very bizarre behaviors which experts felt
could not be explained by the traumatic stress of this situation which some people have said might explain some of the symptoms. There were a
number of suicides and people who were very disoriented. One of the effects of BZ can be even the thought that someone near you is in fact the
enemy. People weren't recognizing others in their vicinity whom they were believed to have known, et celera. So there was a great deal of
psychological reaction that doesn't seem to be adequately explained.

Mr. SMITH. Mr. Stover, does a gassing of this kind show up when bodies are exhumed? Second, in locking at these gruesome pictures and some
of the pictures that we saw on the slides that you presented, how many of those people have been identified and the survivors have been made aware
of the fact that either their father or their son or husband or daughter has now been positively identified? Are the dental records sufficiently well kept
in Bosnia? Are there other signs? Or is it usually just things that they might have been carrying that leads fo a positive ID?

Mr. STOVER. I will deal with the first question. In the late 1980's, I was involved not directly, but I sent a team of forensic experts lo Iraqi
Kurdistan. The team was actually going to investigate mass graves, but took on investigating possible chemical weapons use. They were able to
recover, and this was certainly carly 1990%s, they were able to recover from craters that were found in the area traces of serin and traces of mustard
gas. In fact, it was the first time in history that traces of a chemical agent had been found so many years actually not in test situation, but had been
found "in sites". They were analyzed in Brifain and in England. The resulls were positive. *

In this case, I don't know. It is something that certainly could be looked into and samples sho P
arc exhumed. A lot of it is the conditions and the type of agent and how long it lasls. e e
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In terms of how many identifications have been made, it's been some weeks since I have had any new information, that some 800 bodies have been
exhumed or collected from the trail from Srebrenica to Tuzla. Of those, around a dozen or so have becn identified. Most of those have been identified
on the basis, I believe, of DNA analysis.

One of the things that I feared from the beginning is that the families may be led to believe that a large number of the dead will be positively
identified. It is a very difficult situation because you have such a large number of men who were executed and buried at certain sites. Anti-mortem
records are not as widely available as they were in Vukovar and so on. However, the forensic efforts need to continue. Perhaps by the end of this year,
Just simply my own projection, I mean it could be no more than 40, and this is insignificant, and the effect on the families is tremendous.

So any effort and support that can be given to help Physicians for Human Rights and the other organizations helping with the examination work
would be beneficial.

Mr. SMITH. Mr. Nuhanovic implicd that, absent a concrete identification, there is some hope that perhaps a relative might still be living. Is there
any evidence that the Bosnian Serbs or Milosevic's people arc holding in concentration camps or in any other situation people from either Srebrenica
or any other Bosnian Muslims?

Mr. STOVER. You know, one of the women from Srebrenica who I spoke to about this said, *You know, all I have is hope. You know, you take
away hope, I have nothing." It is understandable. We saw this in Argentina, El Salvador, Guatemala. It is very unlikely, in my opinion, and this is based
primarily by ICRC visits, that there may at this date still be men being held in Serbia or other areas. However, this is my own personal feeling.

But then, you never know. We need to continue to press for that information. But also a process of coming to understand that probably most of the
men and boys are dead and that they are not being held in mines or in prisons alse needs to be accepted.
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Ms. PAUL. If I might add to that. We have done some investigations into this. There is not much evidence that suggests that at least a large number
of peaple survived or were taken either into Serbia or elsewhere, However, I think out of respect for the survivors and the need to get at the truth, that
we should not discount those allegations. I have been told recently that a man was released from servitude in a mine in Serbia and ammived in Sarajevo
and spoke on Bosnian television. We have not interviewed him so I can't say what I think about the veracity of his statement.

But what [ would say is that through investigations that I have done starting back in 1994, when I was looking at the issue of forced labor in the
Bozonska Cryena region of what is now Republic of Srpska, that there were a number of allegations of persons being taken into Serbia proper to work
in the mines al Alcksinac and the arca around Nis. So I think that we can't discount it.

1 was never able, however, to find an individual who had actually been in the mines or even have a second hand story that I felt was solid encugh to
go on. But knowing what I know about the process of forced labor and what was happening during that period, it seems entirely conceivable to me
that something like that could occur.

1 think though one has io be cautious because one doesn't want to give false hope to the survivors. At the same time, it is completely unfair to
discount their stories as mere wishful thinking. I think that we have not done a full enough investigation or satisfactory investigation of these issues.

Mr. SMITH. Let me ask just one final question. Why do you believe the UN. peacekeepers and the UNHCR did not insist that the Muslims be
evacuated through their good offices or on their trucks and buses rather than allowing the Serb captors? I mean, did they just trust Mladic, that
somehow he was going to act benignly toward the Muslims, or was it just incompetence, or worse?
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Mr. NUHANOVIC. [ think that they just didn't care. According to what I have seen there, 1 can give you many details but it would take a long
time. The Dutch soldiers, the representatives from MSF who were there, and also UNHCR representatives who were there for maybe 1 or 2 hours
while this was happening in Potocari didn't show an interest in protecting the civilians at all. I mean no onc has shown any interest at all. Everybody
just waited to pack up his things and leave. That's all. And leave that hell on earth.

But you mentioned UNHCR. I have managed to find out something concerning the UNHCR complicity, which has not been mentioned in any
book. At the moment when people were being thrown out of the camp, there were two UNHCR trucks just arrived at the Potecari arca. They were
parked along with the Serb trucks and the Serb buses. There were still a few hundred people lefl in the camp. Two UNHCR officers were there on the
spot. I saw them. [ know their names. They didn't even try to suggest to the Dutch officers that maybe at least the remaining refugees should be
evacuated by the UNHCR trucks because they were there.

Not only that, but later on, | found out that those two UNHCR officers have never written any report on what they have seen in Potocari, When 1
tried fo contact them and ask if they have seen where the people were taken away, into what direction, the UNHCR spokesman in Sarajevo, Mr.
Christianofsky in 1997 when I went to his office, told me but Hasan, we had no international stafT in Srebrenica during the whole issue. So the
spokesman of UNHCR and some other high officials in the organization didn't even know that UNHCR international staff was present in Srebrenica.
Everything was just covered up.

Ms. JAGGER. ] would like to quote the words at the debricfing by the Dutch Brigadicr General van der Wind. The debriefing says, "In order to
prevent excesses with regard to transport, the battalion commander decided to cooperate in the evacuation. When the first buses arrived, they were
stormed by a large number of refugees who wanted to board as quickly as possible. Dutchbat personnel then formed an orderly pathway to the buses.
But more extraordinary than that is the Dutchbat transterred 30,000 liters of fuel to the Bosnian Serbs in accordance with Mladic demands. The
Dutch were fueling the very vehicles that Mladic used to bring the executioners to Potocari and the buses that brought the victims to the kil ling fields
simply because General Mladic demanded it. The Bosnian Serbs held 55 Dutch personnel in Bratemag,” wrote General van der Wind. That is the
excuse that he gave why they were cooperating with the Serbs in such a way.
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Mr. SMITH. You know, I do have one additional question to you, Ms. Jagger. You spoke of the Dutch investigation tha
: A s gt g : t has be d ;

When Ijsthal expecled 1o be conc_h:zded? How extensive is it? Does it have high-level, competent jurist in\rcgligu[m-gs working on it? .:!:: : 1; ocﬂ::f; ik
that might be the catalyst for additional investigations and are U.N. documents going to be part of the discovery? 4 .

Ms. JAGGER. Yes. There i i : : e
BB ocloapiini _::-s ere is a gentleman [ think at the moment here present and maybe it would be good if he would be willing to speak. I do not

Mr. SMITH. He is coming up right now.

Mr. KERSTEN. My name is Albert Kersten. I am a member of the team of the Institute for Documentation in Amsterdam. Our institute is
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¥ Investigating what has happened in Srebrenica in July 1995. It's an independent investigation by the Dutch Government. We have access to all Dutch

gﬁcumcms. We are in contact now with the United Nations, with NATO, and other international organizations to reach agreement on access to their
ocuments.

So far, we have an agreement with NATO. We hope to get soon an answer from the United Nations. We are also discussing this issue with the U.S.
Government at the moment. We have also asked the French Government and the British Government to cooperate with the investigation.

Mr. REES. A technical question about that. Congressman Smith has requested that the United Nations release all of its internal documents,
minutes of meetings, debriefings, communications, both within Bosnia and the former Yugoslavia and two other U.N. officials and even to the
Security Council and member states. Have you made similar requests to the United Nations? Do you feel that the release of those sorts of documents
is essential to being able to conduct a thorough investigation?

Mr. KERSTEN. Yes. I think access to the documents is essential for a thorough investigation. We have not asked for release of the documents. We
have asked for access to the documents. After we have searched the documents, we will continue the discussion with the United Nations on which
part of the documents or which documents we can use for our report. So the final decision on publication of the report is with the United Nations, but
in general we have the impression that the United Nations will be cooperative with our investigation. We have had no negative indications so far, but
we have to experience in practice how it will work out.
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Mr. REES. Is there anything that the U.S. Congress should do to encourage that cooperation that has not been done already?

Mr. KERSTEN. Well of course all assistance is welcome. At the moment I couldn't be very specific on what the U.S. Congress could do te help us.
1 think because we are an independent institute we have to do it on our own, contacts. So far, we are very grateful for what we have reached on
cooperation.

Ms. PAUL. Although if I might add, intelligence information that’s related certainly would be useful, I would imagine as well as the photographs.

Mr. KERSTEN. Oh, yes.

Ms. PAUL. So that is something the U.S. Congress could ask for, certainly would be the release of classified data.

Mr. REES. I think the Chairman will be making a request very shorily that those documents be declassified.

Mr. SMITH. Thank you very much, Mr. Rees. Your associate from Human Rights Watch I think wanted to make a comment? No, he covered it.

[ want to thank you very much for your testimony, You have long provided leadership very often not clearly taken by people in positions of
authority. That's entirely regrettable. But for your good work on behalf of human rights and trying to prevent this from happening again and to get to
the bottom of what happened in Srebrenica, I know that this Subcommittee is very, very grateful. Thank you.

As 1 said earlier, any additional comments, data that you would like to be made a part of the record, please get it to us and we will make it a part of
the record.

The hearing is adjourned, and thank you.

[Whereupon, at 12:28 p.m., the Subcommittee was adjourned subject to the call of the Chair.]
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DE TIENTALLEN VERZWEGEN SREBRENICA‘S ROND SREBRENICA

Ik word niet goed’

Wordt u ook zo beroerd van de niet aflatende stompzinnige
berichtgeving door de westerse media over Srebrenica ?
Natuurlijk weten we het allemaal wel zo langzamerhand. Met
onze ‘vrije, pluriforme’ en vooral ook ‘democratische’ media.
Maar toch is het steeds weer verbijsterend. In zijn ongehoorde
en botte misleiding over Joegoslavié. ’Srebrenica’ spant
daarbij ongetwijfeld de kroon.

rSrebrenica’ als onuitputteliike bron voor anti-Servische
gevoelens

Steeds weer als er een moment dreigt aan te breken, waarop het
westers optreden op de Balkan met iets meer kritische zin
dreigt bezien te gaan worden, wordt opnieuw het ’Srebrenica’-
verhaal uit de kast getrokken.

Zoals nu ook weer.

De tijd dat we ons konden permitteren om de vooropgezetheid
van belangriijke gebeurtenissen op de Balkan als pathologische
*samenzweringstheorieén’ af te doen, is al lang voorbij.

Als het erom gaat het complex van leugens en beschuldigen aan
het adres van ‘de Serviérs" in stand te houden, is niets
toevallig. En worden de zaken grondig geregisseerd.

Zo ook het moment waarop de Bosnisch-Servische generaal Krstic
door de NAVO-bezettingstroepen van zijn bed werd gelicht en
werd overgebracht naar het Joegoslavié Tribunaal.

De NAVO kwam immers onder steeds zwaardere kritiek te liggen
ter gelegenheid van het 1l-jarige jubileum van de NAVO-agressie
tegen Joegoslavié !

Het werd dus tijd om weer eens een blik ‘Srebrenica’ open te
trekken. Zodat de kolommen van westerse media weer doorspekt
zouden raken met uitspraken als : "Gezien de reputatie van de
Serven verwachtte ik dat ze zouden gaan moorden" (Trouw van
5april 2000).

Dat is de toon waarop over ’‘de Serviérs’ geschreven behoort te
worden. En ‘Srebrenica’ is altijd bij de hand om daarbij te
helpen. Op momenten van groeiende kritiek en dreigende herbe-

zinning op wat er nu eigenlijk allemaal o ; &
beurd en nog gebeurt. p de Balkan is ge




Zo wordt kunstmatig de stemming teruggebracht: ’‘het is toch
maar goed dat we ze flink hebben gebombardeerd en eigenlijk
zouden we dat nog eens over moeten doen’.

Het is die stemming, die de NAVO graag ziet ! _

En het journaille wordt namens de NAVO bedankt voor zijn
belangeloze medewerking.

'Een dwarsligger gesignaleerd’

Hoewel ’‘belangeloos’. Je moet hier als journalist eens wat
anders durven schrijven!

Soms, een heel enkele keer, durft iemand dat. Zoals Geertjan
Lassche in het eerste nummer van de Nieuwe Revu van dit jaar
in bijgaand artikel.

Bravo, Geertjan ! Maar tegelijkertijd, vanuit carriére-per-
spectief, een onverstandige daad, jongen ! Want denk maar niet
dat je nou nog ooit bij een van de rpluriforme en democrati-
sche’ kranten aan de bak komt. Als je meent zé ver en z6 vrij
buiten de pot te kunnen pissen !

Het rovershol Srebrenica

zonder veel omhaal van woorden en goed gedocumenteerd be-
schrijft Lassche hoe Srebrenica fungeerde als een rovershol.
Hoezo ’‘roverhol’, Lassche ? Srebrenica was toch een gedemili-
tairiseerde enclave, waarin louter onschuldige moslim-vluchte-
lingen samengeperst zaten ? Bevend en sidderend voor de wrede
Serviérs buiten de poorten van stad ?

Dat hebben we allemaal voortdurend in de krant kunnen lezen,
van onze politici gehoord en op televisie gezien. En dus is
dat zo !

Lassche onthult, impliciet en soms ook expliciet, dat een
groot deel van de mannelijke bevolking van Srebrenica helemaal
niet uit ‘onschuldige burgers’ bestond. Maar in plaats daarvan
uit vele duizenden militairen van het geregelde Bosnische
leger en duizenden paramilitairen.

En dat ‘Srebrenica’ dus helemaal geen ’‘gedemilitariseerde’
enclave was, zoals de bedoeling van de VN was.

Een onthulling is dat eigenlijk niet, want iedereen wist dat
natuurlijk al lang. Maar dat mocht niet gezegd worden. Be-
nieuwd wat er met Lassche gaat gebeuren, nu hij deze ’'omerta’
- zwijgplicht - als journalist heeft doorbroken !

Vrij en zonder remmingen beschrijft Lassche vervolgens hoe
door deze paramilitaire bendes misbruik werd gemaakt van de
status van Srebrenica als ’‘safe haven’, om tot tientallen
kilometers in de omgeving de Servische bevolking te terrorise-
ren. Om te moorden, te roven, te plunderen en om onbeschrijf-
l%jke wreedheden te bedrijven. Als SS-ers gingen zij tekeer
Tlental}en dorpen ?erden platgebrand, mensen werden gemarteid
en ?qrmlpkt, gegrulsigd en onthoofd, ogen werden uitgestoken
Bewijs hiervan is geen probleem, want de roverhoofdman Oric |

van de moslim-milities, Oric, heeft er zelf
het allemaal op video werd vastgelegd. voor gezorgd dat




Die arme vluchtelingen in Srebrenica toch !

Toen dit roversnest uiteindelijk door generaal Mladic werd
opgerold, kon de balans worden opgemaakt en bleek dat deze
vanuit Srebrenica opererende bendes verantwoordelijk waren
voor 192 platgebrande dorpen, 2800 doden en 6000 gewonden.

Geen wonder dat de eerste woorden van generaal Bladic tegen de
commandant Karremans waren: "Waarom heb je de moslims niet
ontwapend ?" Zoals het VN-concept van demilitarisering van de
‘safe havens’ immers ook ondubbelzinnig voorschreef.

Geen wonder dat die "onschuldige mannelijke vluchtelingen"
bang waren voor "de wrede Serviérs" van Mladic.

Geen wonder dat het overgrote deel van de mannelijke bevolking
van Srebrenica dan ook al op de loop was, voordat de enclave
viel. Zij hadden tonnen boter op hun hoofd.

Die vele duizenden ’onschuldige moslim-mannen’, die de val van
de enclave niet afwachtten, maar al de benen hadden genomen
voor ’‘de wrede Serviérs’, kunnen dan ook onmogelijk door het
rverradelijke Dutchbat’ zijn ‘uitgeleverd’. Aan hun ’‘Servische
slachters’, zoals een van de ’‘onafhankelijke en onpartijdige’
rechters van het Joegoslavié-Tribunaal dat op dinsdag 4 april
2000 tijdens de zitting hiervan formuleerde (‘rechter’ Riad).

Maar weinig mannen bleven achter

Hoeveel mannen er werkelijk in Srebrenica achterbleven totdat
de enclave was gevallen en zo in handen kwamen van het Bos-
nisch-Servische leger, is niet precies bekend, maar erg veel
zijn het er niet geweest. Het NOS-journaal van 20.00 uur van 5
april 2000 noemde terloops een aantal van 600.

In elk geval stellen de westerse media er een eer in het te
doen voorkomen dat zo ongeveer de gehele — natuurlijk onschul-
dige ! - mannelijke bevolking die in Srebrenica verbleef door
Karremans aan ‘zijn Servische beulen’ zou zijn ‘uitgeleverd’.
Ter fine van genocide.

Veel meer dan 600 kunnen het er dus niet geweest zijn, want de
rest had al zijn stutten getrokken !

Stel dat al die 600 mannen zijn vermoord - vast staat dat dat
in elk geval niet is gebeurd, maar stel -, dan is dat nog maar
een klein deel van de slachtoffers, die vanuit het roversnest
Srebrenica door ‘die arme Bosnische vluchtelingen’ in de omge-—
ving onder de Servische bevolking zijn gemaakt.

Nogmaals, verreweg het grootste deel van de arme mannelijke
*vluchtelingen’ was al op de loop. Met een alleszins terechte
schrik in de benen, gezien de voorgeschiedenis.

De verdere uitbating van de Srebrenica-mythe

Hoe loopt het Srebrenica-verhaal af ?

Zoals gepland. Tot in lengte van dagen zal de zorgvuldig
gesmede mythe rond Srebrenica van stal gehaald blijven worden
telkens als tegenwicht nodig is. Dat wil zeggen, wanneer op '
enig moment enig begrip voor de Servische positie dreigt te
ontstaan.

"Sr?bren%ca“ zal daar dan zijn om dat te corrigeren en ons
opnlieuw 1n te peperen wat een duivels die Serviérs werkeli jk




Zzijn.

De Secretaris-generaal van de VN Kofi Anan heeft het zelf
bevestigd en neergelegd in een rapport: op de onschuldige
mannelijke moslim-bevolking van Srebrenica is de ergste geno-
cide gepleegd, die sinds WO-II heeft plaatsgevonden. Nooit
enige verocordeling uitgesproken hebbend voor welke misdaden
ook, die jegens de Serviérs worden begaan - Om maar eens wat
te noemen: de in strijd met het internationale recht uitge-
voerde bombardementen op Joegoslavié bijvoorbeeld -, weet hij
zeer goed uit welke hand hij moet eten. Diezelfde Amerikaanse
hand namelijk, die hem ook aan zijn baan heeft geholpen.

Het Joegoslavié& Tribunaal als ’‘kangaroo court’

En het Joegoslavié Tribunaal ? Het Joegoslavié& Tribunaal zal
er zorg voor dragen dat de Serviérs voor ’Srebrenica’ worden
gestraft met levenslange gevangenisstraffen. En dat de Moslim
militieleiders in Srebrenica, verantwoordelijk voor duizenden
doden - zoals Naser Oric -, vrijuit blijven gaan.

Hoe ?

Door aangeleverd bewijsmateriaal van hun misdrijven gewoon
eenvoudig kwijt te maken. En simpeler nog, door domweg niet op
aanklachten tegen hen te reageren.

Is dan toch nog de een of andere westers journalist zo imper-
tinent om niet te begrijpen dat het geen pas geeft om bij dit
ronafhankelijke tribunaal’ te blijven informeren waarom de
moslim-schurken van Srebrenica niet vervolgd worden, dan wordt
het tijd voor een duidelijke terechtwijzing.

Zoals de persofficier van het tribunaal Paul Risley die -
volkomen terecht natuurlijk !- uitdeelde aan Geertjan Lassche:
nik vind het schandalig dat jullie je focussen op mensen als
Naser Oric." Zie het slot van bijgaand artikel in de Nieuwe
Revu.

Per slot van rekening heeft ook Lassche zo zachtjesaan te
begrijpen, wat elke ’‘normale’ journalist begrijpt, ook zonder
dat hem dat steeds weer opnieuw behoeft te worden uitgelegd:
de schurkenrol is al vergeven. Aan de Serviérs. En het Joego-
slavié Tribunaal is opgericht om dat te sanctioneren. Met het
eerbiedwaardige instituut van het recht.

Zo zijn de regels van het spel.

Jammer, jammer, jammer, dat er nog steeds mensen zijn als
Geertjan Lassche. Die dat nog steeds niet schijnen te begrij-
pen !

Maar gelukkig hebben de ‘normale’ kranten en tijdschriften
geen last van een dergelijk onbegrip.

zodat het Joegoslavié Tribunaal niet steeds opnieuw dergelijke
terechtwijzingen behoeft uit te delen aan journalisten die
niet vanzelf al begrijpen dat het nou eenmaal vanzelfsprekend
de Serviérs zijn, die door het ‘Tribunaal’ aangepakt dienen te
worden.

Namens de PC

mr. N.M.P. Steijnen




Hoe
moslim-beul
Oric z’n volk

in Srebrenica
verraadde

+

'De bijeengedreven moslirﬁs in de enclave Srebrenica adoreerden hem. Na de eerste etnische
zuiveringen van de Bosnische Serviérs in 1991 was gangster-generaal Naser Oric met zijn legertje in
oostelijk Bosnié degene die wraak nam. En hoe. Hij vermoordde jarenlang vrouwen en kinderen,
castreerde en vermiﬁkte mannen in de Servische dorpen rond de enclave, zelfs nog nadat Dutchbat
daar gearriveerd was. En hij filmde hoogstpersoonlijk de gevolgen van zijn misdaden.

Maar toen het Servische leger van Mladic in april 1995 oprukte richting Srebrenica, liet Oric zijn volk
in de steek en viuchtte. Met de bekende catastrofale gevolgen. '
Nu loopt de oorlogsmisdadiger Naser Oric (32) vrij rond in Tuzla. ' \ Door Geertjan Lassche

-
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“Maser Oric is de playbay van Tuzla en wordt
omringd door vrouwen. Hij moet ontzettend
rijk zijn. 't Is net Rambo met zijn brede schou-
ders en dikke armen. Hij is omgeven door
een onzichtbaar legertje van oudgedienden.
Officieel heeft hij een restaurant, maar ieder-
gen weet wel beter; Oric houdt zich met duls-
tere zaken bezig binnen de Bosnische matf-
fia.” De man in Tuzla die dit vertelt, blijft lie-
ver anoniem. “Het is niet verstandig om over
hem te praten.” We zoeken verder. ledereen
in Tuzla kent zijn naam, maar ieder reageert
er anders op. De een huivert, de ander vindt
hem onplezierig, een derde aanbidt hem en
een vierde grijnst alleen maar. Want voor veel
mensen in de stad is het beter maatjes te
blijven met de godfather van kanton Tuzla. Zij
die hem goed kennen, blijven zakelijk en
maken duidelijk dat Naser Oric liever niet her-
innerd wordt aan Srebrenica. De grootste
vechtersbaas van de stad vocht als een God
voor ze, maar verdween plotseling uit de
enclave, waarna de Bosnische Serviér en
gezochte oorlogsmisdadiger Mladic deze
innam. Tot op de dag van vandaag weet nie-
mand wat de eigenlijke reden was van Oric’
vertrek. De 304arige viuchtelinge Fata Ahme-
tovic: *Maser was een grootheid. Meisjes
aanbaden hem en ouderen sidderden als hij
verscheen. Maar toen hij wegging, hiet hij ons
onbeschermd achter. Daarom weten we niel
wat we van hem moeten denken.”

Maser Oric wordt op 3 maart 1967 geboren
als zoon van Dzemal en Hata Oric te Potoca-
ri, gemeente Srebrenica. Vader Oric noemt
zijn tweede zoon naar de in die jaren regeren-
de Egyptische president en wenst dat Naser
wordt als de volksheld Tito. Naser bezoekt de
hasisschool In Potocari en gaat in 1985 naar
Srebrenica om het vak van metaalbewerker
te leren, Eind 1985 maakt hij ziin opwachting
bij het Bosnische leger in Tuzla. In 2'n vrije
tijd blinkt hij uit in het beoefenen van diverse
vecht- en krachtsporten. In 1987, hij is dan
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20 jaar, zit zijn dienstplicht erop en staat hij
zonder werk op straat. Naser heeft geen zin
om zijn leven in een werkplaats of zilvermijn
te slijten en meldt zich aan bij de geheime
politie in Belgrado. Hij wordt aangenomen.
De moslim Naser ontmoet in Belgrado de gro-
te leider van de Rode-Ster-Belgrade-hooligans
en tevens lijffwacht van Milosevic, de heer
Zeljko Raznjatovic, beter bekend als Arkan.

President Slobodan Milosevic raakt in diezelf-
de periode steeds meer beviogen van zijn
ideaal van een Groot-Servié. In Kosovo pro-
testeren Albanezen tegen zijn ideeén. De
gehelme dienst In Belgrado krijgt daarom van
Milosevic opdracht het verzet te smoren en
de opstandelingen te arresteren. Tot grote
verbazing van zijn Servische collega’'s meldt
de moslim Oric zich vrijwillig aan om zijn broe-
ders in Kosovo een lesje te leren. Belgrado
beloont Oric met een onderscheiding. Oric is
te vertrouwen, vinden de Serviérs. Voortaan
mag hij het portier voor Slobodan Milosevic
openhouden, want Oric is bevorderd tot lijf-
wacht van de Servische president en krijgt
van Milosevic zelfs een pitbull cadeau.

Lang houdt Naser zijn baan niet vol. In zijn
biografie schrijfft Oric dat hij er langzamer-
hand achterkwam dat zijn collega’'s zich mis-
droegen tegenover de Albanese Kosovaren.
NRC-journalist Frank Westerman komt in zijn
boek Het Zwartste Scenario tot andere bevin-
dingen: Oric' baantje als lijfwacht lijkt aan-
vankelijk spannender dan het feitelijk is en
daarom begint hij bij te kiussen in een disco
in Belgrado. Ook koopt hij tweedehands
auto’s en lapt ze met provisorische middelen
op, waarna hij ze voor een veel te hoge prijs
verkoopt. Het bedrog wordt ontdekt, en op
een avond krijgt Naser Oric ruzie met een
Servische politieagent. Een paar dagen later
wordt het lijk van deze man gevonden. Een
goede bekende van Oric, het SDA-parle-
mentslid Ibrahim Mustafic uit Potocari, hoort
dat de zoon van Dzemal en Hata Oric wordt

gezocht en waarschuwt hem. Oric volgt |bra-
hims advies op en keert veilig terug naar
Potocari waar hij een baan als agent krijgt.
Vier jaar later zullen handlangers van Oric tot
tweemaal toe proberen Ibrahim Mustafic te
vermoorden, als deze kritiek uit op Naser
Oric’ leiderschap.

vanaf 1991, wanneer Naser terug is in de
Drina-vallei, haat hij iedere Serviér. Politiek
en religie interesseren hem niet de moskee
heeft hij nog nooit van binnen gezien-, maar
hij vindt wel dat de Serviérs een grote bedrei-
ging vormen voor de moslims. Naser verza-
melt mannen om zich heen. En hij zorgt dat
hij wapens krijgt. In het bos leert hij de marn-
nen hoe ze iemands nek moeten breken of
met een mes kunnen doden.

Hij trouwt in 1991 met de knappe Zahida
Avdic uit Bratunac en verwekt een zoon bij
haar die hij Amar noemt. Nasers wittebroods-
weken duren niet lang, want de oorlog breekt
uit. De Serviérs in Bosnié beginnen -gehol-
pen door Arkan en zin doodseskaders- de
omgeving te zuiveren door moslims te doden
of gevangen te nemen, Honderden vrouwen
worden verkracht. Een neveneffect van deze
etnische zuivering is dat de nog niet geter-
roriseerde moslims huis en haard verlaten
voordat de milities arriveren. Duizenden van

hen zoeken hun toeviucht tot het overbevolk-

Vanaf 1991 haat Oric
iedere Serviér. Hij
verzamelt mannen
om zich heen. En hij
zorgt dat hij wapens
krijgt. In het bos
leert hij de mannen
hoe ze iemands nek :
breken of .
,Taes kunneh
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le en door moslims gedomineerde zilverstad-
Je Srebrenica. De verhalen over de gruwel-
daden van de naderende Serviérs maken de
moslims woedend en bloeddorstig. De viuch-
telingen die zich willen verdedigen, verzame-
len zich rond de sterksten uit de regio: leiders
als de politieman Hakija Meholjic en de ex-lijf-
wacht Naser Oric. Zo onlstaat spontaan een
enorm moshimleger dat de verdediging van
Srebrenica op zich neemt. Wanneer Oric’ Ser-
vische buurman Goran Zekic, een leider van
de nationalistische Servische partij SDS,
door Onc’ gevechtseenheid wordt gedood,
breekt paniek uit onder de oprukkende Bosni-
sche Serviérs. Plotseling bestaat er angst
voor de wraaklustige moslims en de Serviers
blijven voortaan op eerbiedige afstand van
Srebrenica. Zo ontslaat een overbevolkt mos-
lim-eilandje midden in een grool Servisch
gebied.

Masers heldendaden maken zin positie
onaantastbaar. De jonge knappe stryder van
Srebrenica wordt benoemd tot generaal en
voorzitter van de ocorlogsraad. Hij besluit
meteen de aanval in te zetten en geeft bevel
het gebied tussen Srebrenica en het riviertje
Jadar te heroveren. In mei 1992 worden de
Servische dorpen Gniona, Cumovici en Osre-
dak overmeesterd en nemen de moslims
wraak. Er wordt gemoord, geplunderd en
geroofd. Wanneer de kust weer veilig 15,
komen de Serviers uit de bossen tevoorschijn
en brengen de lijken naar een naburig mortu-
arium. Daar worden wideo-opnamen gemaakt
van de lichamen met de meest afgrijselijke
wonden. Tapes die nu als bewijsmateriaal die-
nen. De Servische aanklager Darko Trifuno-
vic, die op dit moment de videobanden bezit,
omschrijft zijn aanklacht tegen Naser Oric:
‘Ze voerden oorlog als de SS in de Tweede
Wereldoorlog. Ze namen ogen uit, castreer-
den, kruisigden en verbrandden lichamen.'

Hasan Nunhanovic, ex-inwoner van Srebreni-
ca, was op de hoogte van de gevechten. Hij
zegt nu: “Naser was moedig en dapper. Ik

Augustus 1992, Srebrenica belegerd door Bosnische Serviérs.

wist dat hy en zijn mannen met messen
vochten. Maar waarom zou 1k een kwaad
woord zeggen over de man die Serviers ver-
moordde die mij
wees eerlijk: voordat Maser ook nog maar
een schot gelost had, hadden de Serviérs al
duizenden mensen omgebracht.”

wilden vermoorden? En

Omdat iedereen doodsbang is voor het leger
van Oric wordt Srebrenica vanuit de lucht
bestookt door MIG's. Ook regent het artille-
rievuur uit het even verderop gelegen Zalazje.
De inwoners en viuchtelingen wverschuilen
zich in kelders terwijl de granaten boven de
grond hun verwoeslende werking doen.
Maser vindl daarom dat het Servische dorpje
Zalazje met de grond gelijk gemaakt moet
worden. Hyj leidt begin juni zelf de aanval. Om
zijn nek een sjerp van patronen en de konin-
gin des doods, de M-84, hel zwaarste machi-
negeweer in de stad. Een paar dagen voor
het gevecht eet hij zich vol met walnoten en
drinkt bijenhoming om zijn potentie en kracht

te vergroten, de dag voor de stryd vast hij.
Hasan Nunhanovic zag hoe MNaser de vyand
tegemoet trad: “We waren doodsbang voor de
inslagen, niemand durfde de straat op. Toch
hoorde 1k voetstappen. lk zag Naser Oric
lopen met achter hem zo'n honderd soldaten.
Dwars door het granaatvuur rende hi) de heu-
vels op. Een paar uur later was het stil.”

In juni en juli 1992 worden de dorpjes Zalaz-
je, Obadi, Spat, Gostlj, Zagoni, Kunjerac,
Sase en Bjelovac overvallen door de mos-
lims. Niet alleen soldaten, ook vrouwen én
kinderen vinden de dood. De begraafplaat-
sen in de dorpjes getuigen nog steeds van
Nasers wraak.

Voor bezinming 15 geen Ljd, want egn nieuw
probleem dient zich aan: Srebremica 1s ver-
stoken van contact met de buitenweralid. Met
de winter voor de deur shnken de voedsel
veorraden zienderogen. Om toch aan voedsel
te komen, doen Naser en zyn troepen
oprmeuw aanvallen op Servische dorpjes n
de omtrek. Hasan Munhanovic: ~“De viuchte-
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lingen gingen met duizenden achter Oric aan.
De soldaten vochten en de burgers zochten
eten tussen de smeulende puinhopen. Ik had
honger, maar was niet moedig genceg om
mee te gaan. Toch zou ik iedereen vermoord
hebben voor een kilo eten.”

Respect kent Naser niet. Dat wordt duidelijk
wanneer hij op 7 januari 1993, op een Servi-
sche religieuze feestdag, het dorpje Kravice
platwalst.

De aanvallen van Oric en het leegroven van
de dorpen gaan door tot half januari wanneer
Nasers mannen voor het aan Servié grenzen-
de Skelani staan. De moslims onder leiding
van Oric zijn bloeddorstiger dan ooit. In Bel-
grado weet men inmiddels van zijn rooftoch-
ten en wordt hij in de volksmond het beest in
dienst van het rijk van de wassende maan
genoemd. Wanneer Maser op 16 januari Ske-
lani overmeestert en uitmoordt, heeft Belgra-
do er genoeg van. Tot dan toe was vanuit het
moederland Servié officieel geen militaire
hulp geboden aan de Bosnische Serviérs; die
moesten zichzelf maar zien te redden. Maar
wanneer Oric een aantal kogels afvuurt over
de grensrivier richting Servie. valt het machti-

ge Joegoslavische Nationale Leger Bosnié
binnen om de Drina-vallei te verlossen van de
moslim-terreur. En Naser Oric' hoofd wordt
geéist. Generaal Ratko Miadic zal het karwei
enkele jaren later afmaken door in juli 1995
ruim 7000 moslim-mannen, van wie een
groot deel onder Naser diende, in de bossen
en dorpen rond Srebrenica te vermoorden.

Oric zelf heeft begin 1993 geen benul van de
in Servié ontstane woede. Hij waant zich vei-
lig tussen de moslims. De vrouwen lachen
naar hem, de oudjes op de hoek van de
straat praten over zin durf en de meisjes blo-
zen wanneer hij naar ze kijkt. Zijn ‘heldenda-
den' in de Servische dorpjes worden door
hem zelf gefilmd met een Sony 21-inch came-
ra. De banden stapelen zich op tot ruim twee-
honderd stuks die, helaas voor Oric, na de
val van Srebrenica in Servische handen val-
len. De tapes zijn op dit moment deels in
bezit van de plaatselijke 5DS, de Servisch
nationalistische partij, zodat die Oric terug
kan pakken mocht de mogelijkheid zich voor-
doen. Een ander deel van het video-archief
ging naar de Servische geheime dienst die
dat aan eerdergenoemde aanklager Darko
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Trifunovic in bruikleen gaf. Trifunovic denkt
met de banden genoeg belastend materiaal
te hebben om Oric in het Haagse beklaag-
denbankje te krijgen. De wideobanden liegen
er niet om. Oric staat vaak prominent voor de
camera, de ene keer schietend met een
machinegeweer, de andere keer met een
brandend dorp op de achtergrond. Oric voor-
ziet de beelden zelf van commentaar. We
zien een bruiloft waar, naast een dansende
Naser Oric, ook VN-soldaten aanwezig zijn die
een volle zaal toespreken en zeggen dat ze
de maslims als hun vrienden beschouwen.
QOok zijn er beelden van Oric temidden van
volledig uitgeruste militairen toen Srebrenica
reeds een safe haven was, en officieel gede-
militariseerd hoorde te zijn. Akelige hoogte-
punten in de reeks videobeelden zijn die
waarop Naser Oric door een Servisch dorpje
rijdt en uitlegt hoe de strijd zich heeft voltrok-
ken, terwijl hij met zijn auto rokende zwart-
geblakerde huizen en een wagen met gesto-
len voedsel passeert en in de berm een ri
vermoorde mensen zichtbaar is.

Wanneer de Amerikaanse oorlogscorrespon-
dent John Pomfret Naser Oric een jaar later
interviewt, geeft de moslim-generaal een
videopresentatie van zijn eigen oorlogsvoe-
ring. Pomiret kijkt met ontzetting naar de ont-
hoofde Serviers. De Yasser Arafat van Bos-
nie, zoals Oric zich het hefst betitelt, blijkt
geen haar beter dan zin Servische rivalen
Maar Naser i1s trols en zegt: "We hadden die
nacht alleen koude wapens tot onze beschik-
King.” (Washington Post. 16 februan 1994)

Na de oorlog maakt het Bosnisch-Servische
weekblad Javnost de balans op en schrijft
dat Oric en zign milites verantwoordelijk zijn
voor 192 platgebrande dorpen. 2800 doden
en G000 gewonden.

Hel Serwische Nationale leger rukl in de
eerste maanden van 1993 op en staat al
spoedig op nog geen twintig kilometer van
Srebrenica. 3500 Militairen omsingelen de




stad en sluiten die hermetisch af. De 60.000
moslims in de enclave maken zich zorgen
omdat er geen munitie en voedsel meer zijn.
Srebrenica is in een jungle veranderd, waar
iedereen vecht om te overleven. Regels
bestaan niet meer. Meerdere malen vraagt
Naser het hoofdkwartier in Sarajevo om
wapens te sturen, maar die zendingen komen
niet, op enkele helikopterladingen en wat
manschappen na, Bij de ingang van de Drina-
vallei staat een UNHCR-konvooi met hulpgoe-
deren voor de moslims vast. Het Servische
leger laat de vrachtauto's niet door, tot onge-
noegen van de Internationale IFOR-troepen.
De Franse generaal Philippe Morillon toont
zijn moed en baant zich op donderdagmiddag
11 maart een weg door de Servische blokka-
de nchting Srebrenica. Daar wordt hij ontvan-
gen door duizenden uitgehongerde en sterk
vermagerde inwoners die zich aan hem vast-
Klampen en hem beletien te vertrekken.
Naser staat de vreemdeling argwanend te
observeren. Dan klinken de legendarische
woorden van een in het nauw gedreven VN-
bevelhebber: 'U staat vanaf nu onder
bescherming van de troepen van de Verenig-
de Naties.’

Met die uitspraak is de officiéle rol van gene-
raal Maser Oric voorbil. Niel de moslims,
maar de VN zullen Srebrenica beschermen.
Daarvoor moeten wel eerst de wapens inge-
leverd worden, want Srebrenica en het
gebied eromheen worden vanaf 16 april
1992 een gedemilitariseerde zone die
bewaakt wordt door Canadese militairen. De
moslimsoldaten overhandigen het bespotte-
lijke aantal van 285 kalashnikovs aan de VN-
troepen. Naser beweert mel een stalen
gezicht dat dit alle wapens zijn.

MNu Srebrenica een safe haven is, kunnen de
moslims terugkeren van de verdedigingslinie.
Het normale leven likt weer op gang le
komen, De hele dag is het gezellig druk en
iedereen is op straal, er wordt weer gedanst
en geflirl. De grootste showbmk van de stad

is Naser, die de mooiste meisjes, goedschiks
of kwaadschiks, voor zich opeist. Wanneer hij
de liefde bedrijft, houden drie van zijn body-
guards de wacht. In mei 1994 wordt de tiener
Vehida Dedic door drie van Ornc' lijfwachten
herhaaldelijk verkracht. Wanneer ze haar
beklag doet, lacht iedereen haar uit.

Nu Naser Oric zich niet meer op het slagveld
kan bewijzen, probeert hij op een charismati-
sche en extraverte manier de sympathie van
de bevolking te winnen. Zijn volgelingen zijn
idolaat van hem. Baby's worden naar Naser
genoemd en jongeren kopiéren het kapsel
van de generaal: kort haar met een omhoog-
staande kuif. Oric bevestigt zijn status door
zowel de worstelkampioenschappen als de
paardenrace te winnen. Toch wordt hi) even
hard gevreesd als geprezen. Sommige inwo-
ners zijn niet vergeten dat Oric en veel van
zijn mannen voor de oorlog ordinaire crimine-
len waren. Hasan Munhanowvic: “Oric stond
voor de oorlog al bekend om zijn contraban-
de.” Met name Ibrahim Mustafic, die Oric vier
jaar daarvoor nog uit de klauwen van de Bel-
gradose politie redde, kan Nasers gedrag niet
uitstaan: "Alleen de wetten van een paar indi-
viduen gelden hier nog,” zegl hij in een inter-
view, Oric legde in 1994 beslag op voedsel
van hulporganisaties en verkocht dit tegen
woekerprijzen aan de viuchtehngen. Terwil er
in de hele enclave geen liter benzine verkrijg-
baar was -iedereen zat zonder elektriciteit en
duizenden inwoners kleumden van de kou-
brandde in zijn appartement een kachel, had
hij stroom wvoor zijn videc-apparatuur en kon
hij zorgeloos rondtoeren in zijn Mercedes

Wanneer Dutchbat de Canadezen aflost, kif-
ken de Nederlandse militarren hun ogen uit
als ze Naser Oric zien. Ook al vinden ze hem
een Darbaar, stilletjes zyn ze jaloers op het
Bemak waarmee hij meisjes inpalmt. Al snel
heeft Naser Oric door dat de Nederanders
hem nieuwe mogelijkheden tieden. ‘s Nachts
sluipt hj met zijn mannen langs de observa
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de strijd zich heeft
voltrokken, terwijl
hij rokende zwart-
geblakerde huizen
en een wagen met
gestolen voedsel
passeert en in de

berm een rij ver-
moorde mensen
zichtbaar is

moorden in de Servische dorpjes. Soms over-
vallen ze de militairen van het nabijgelegen
Servische leger en stelen hun wapens. Tot
grote woede van Miadic die de Nederlanders
hiervan de schuld geeft en aanvallen op de
enclave inzet. De verantwoordelijke minister
Jons Voorhoeve schreef in die penode aan de
Tweede Kamer: "Stelselmatige uitvallen van
moslimstrijders hebben de spanning rond
Srebrenica verhoogd.” Owverdag voert Oric
braaf overleg met zijn ondercommandanten.
In het appartement waar de krijgsraad bijeen-
komt, hangt MNasers portret aan de wand.
Wanneer de rondborstige serveerster koffie
en drank binnenbrengt, wordt ze begerig
nagestaard, blijkt uit video-opnamen. Toch
voelt Oric de aanwezigheid van de VN-militai-
ren als een beperking van zijn vrijheid. Aan
overste Karremans heeft hy een hekel, "een
lulletje’ noemt hij hem. en tijdens elk
gesprek voelt Naser dat hij sterker is dan de
Nederlandse commandant. Uit verveling
begint Maser hem te treiteren, Nederlandse
soldaten worden herhaaldelijk gemtimideerd
en ook andere moslimstrijders beginnen te
provoceren. Overste Thom Karremans hier-
over: "Het aantal keren dat grotere groepen
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mashimstrijders gewapend rondlopen, neemt
zienderogen loe. Mel nieuwe handvuurwa-
pens, mitrailleurs en lichle anti-tankwapens.
Kortom, we worden gewoon belazerd.” Hoe-
wel Oric weel dat de enclave zonder de VN
ten dode is opgeschreven, draait hi) de zaak
om. ‘De VM hebben de Serviérs gered van
onze tegenaanval
terug te pakken.” In juni 1994 geeft Naser
Oric een nterview aan MRC-versiaggever
Frank Westerman en zegt: 'Naser laat zijn
volk nooit in de steek. Er is te veel bloed
geviceid om Srebrenica op te geven.’

Nog geen jaar later gaal Maser er vandoor
met duizend van Zjn beste mannen, zijn hjf
wachten en een aantal ondercommandanten.

Wij zijn klaar om alles

Te voet bereiken ze het Bosnische Zepa van-
waar ze door de lucht worden vervoerd naar
Tuzla

Wanneer Naser Qric in april 1995 in Tuzia
arriveert, doet hy alsof zyn neus bloedt. Ut
niets blykt dat hy zich zorgen maaktl over de
toestand in Srebrenica. Omwonenden zien
hem samen met zyn hond zwemmen in het
meer van Lukovac, Zelfs wanneer een paar
maanden later duizenden viuchtelingen de
stad bereiken, houdt hij er de levensstijl van
een rijke playboy op na

Hoe Onc ook zyn best doet het verleden te
negeren, zijn daden achtervolgen hem al
snel. Op 14 november 1995 meldt de Bosni-
sche Internet-site Bosnet dat Onc gezocht
word! voor oorlogsnusdaden. In september
1998 stut een Amertkaanse IFORgevechts-
patroulle naby Srebrenica op enkele mos-
ims chie vertellen dal ze op weg zijn naar
Onc De Amerkanen zoeken ogenblikkeljk
contact met het tribunaal in Den Haag. maar
Oric hoeft miel te worden gearresteerd,

In augusius 1998 wordt Naser Onc wel cen
keer aangehouden, mat vanwege dyn oorlogs-
misdaden. maar vanwege 2yn crinunele activi-
een na de oorlgg. Al lange tyjd werd hy ver-
dacht van legale autohandel en bovendien
veldén  manhwana verbouwen

ou by grote
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waarbij anti-tanknmijnen als omheining dienen
Oric’ organisatie houdt op een augustusdag
een bieenkomst in Mostar. De politie doet
een inval en arresteert Oric. In zyn Wrangler-
jeep vinden de agenten een arsenaal aan
wapens, waaronder een 9 mm Baretta, een
Smith and Wesson, ‘'n Magnum revolver,
diverse messen en patroonhouders. De jeep
met vals nummerbord wordt in beslaggeno-
men. Gedwee en nonchalant laat Oric zich
arresteren, maar in een mum van tjd 1s hi
weer op vrje voeten, ledereen weet dat Oric
bescherming knjgt van hooggeplaatsten.

Eind 1998 herkennen cud-collega’s van de
geheime dienst uit Belgrado Naser Oric in
Kosowvo, waar hi vecht voor het UCK. het
Kosovo Bevrydingsleger. Een van de UCK'ers
wordt gearresteerd en bevestiglt Nasers aan-
wezigheid samen met nog viftig oudgedien-
den uit Srebrenica

Volgend jaar wordt Naser 33. Sinds kort bezit
hij naast zyn trouwe pitbull een ugertje. net
als zijn Servische rivaal Arkan. Hij rjdt in een
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donkergroene Cherokee-jeep en draagt dure
merkkleren. Hij woont in een flat in een ach-
terstandswijk van Tuzla. op de vierde verdie
ping. op nummer 14, Elke dag is hij te vinden
in calé-pizzeria VMerona in Tuzla. 's Avonds
gaat hij naar de fitnesszaal en na midder-
nacht zaekt hy £'n vertier in het uitgaansleven
van Lukovac, een dorpje viakby Tuzla. Hy
schijnt eigenaar te zijn van een restaurant,
motel en aannemersbednjf, maar sommige
mensen beweren dat deze bedrijven slechts
als dekmantel dienen voor Oric’ drugshandel
en zijn activiteiten in de prostitutie

Via via vragen we hem om een gesprek. Dat
wijst hy meteen af, hij heeft geen zin om
alles weer op te rakelen. Na een hernieuwde
pOgINg zegl hy toe een kop koffie met ons te
willen dnnken om te bewijzen dat hij niet
bang is. Eenmaal in Tuzla 1s Onic onvindbaar,
maar krijgen we in opdracht van hem. via een
tussenpersoon een biografie van Oric in han-
den gedrukt. Oric’ vniend zegt dat we afstand
moeten bewaren, omdat hij heeft gezegd dat
hij het niet op prijs steit dat journalisten ach

i
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net als zijn Ser-
vische rivaal Arkan.
Tegenwoordig is hij
elke dag te vinden
in café-pizzeria
Verona in Tuzla.

‘s Avonds zit hij in

de fitnesszaal en na
middernacht gaat
hij uit

ter hem aanlopen. “ft's just one snap with
his fingers."” De man grijnst.

Zo blijven de vragen omtrent Oric' vertrek
onbeantwoord.

Frank Westerman, gehaat door Naser Oric
vanwege diens boek, vraagt zich af of Oric
verraden is door zijn eigen leiders. Hasan
Nunhanovic formuleert het als volgt: “Waar-
om Oric Srebrenica verliet, is de belangrijkste
vraag na die over wat er met de vermisten
gebeurd is.”

Al in 1993 gingen geruchten dat de Bosni-
sche president |zetbegovic van de moslims
geen heil meer zag in het behoud van de
enclave Srebrenica. Op 22 juni 1998 publi-
ceerde het onafhankelijke Bosnische magazi-
ne Dani een Interview met commandant
Hakija Meholjic die in Srebrenica onder

een oorlogsdocument uit Londen, gedateerd
op juli 1996, duidt er op dat Meholjic niet
zomaar wat zegt. In het bewuste document
beweert de schrijver Tihomir Loza dat lzet-
begovic Naser Oric reeds in mei 1993 polste
over een rull van Srebrenica tegen een
buitenwijk van Sarajevo. Naser was tegen.
Waarschijnlijk heeft Oric in september van
datzelfde jaar vermoed wat de reden was van
|zetbegovic' ultnodiging, namelijk om nog-
maals aan te dringen op een deal. Srebrenica
was een onbeduidend stipje midden in een
groot Servisch gebied en van minder belang
dan het einde van Sarajevo’s beleg dat toen
al jaren duurde en talloze slachtoffers eiste.
Srebrenica was een obstakel, vanwege de
VN-troepen die gegijzeld konden worden, om
de Bosnische Serviérs rond Sarajevo aan te
pakken en hen vervolgens te dwingen een
vredesregeling te accepteren.

Waarom Naser Oric Srebrenica in april 1995
toch heeft verlaten en de verdediging van de
stad overliet aan een krachteloos leger dat
zich officieel niet mocht verdedigen, is niet
bekend. Een goede of logische reden voor
zijn vertrek heeft hij zelf nooit gegeven. De
een zegt dat hij in Tuzla werd ontboden om
zich te verantwoorden voor de wanorde in
Srebrenica. De lezing van de Servische publi-
cist Milivoje Ivanisevic wil dat Oric en ziin krij-
gers naar Sarajevo gingen om daar te gaan
vechten in plaats van te lanterfanten in Sre-
brenica. Feit is dat Ratko Mladic Srebrenica
na Oric’ vertrek zonder slag of stoot innam.

En dat daarna meteen verkeer Sarajevo in en
uit kon, omdat het Bosnische leger het Servi-
sche voorstadije llijas in handen kreeg. En na
de ocorlog vond er uitgerekend met dit llijas
een uitwisseling plaats. De verdreven Ser-
viérs uit llijas kwamen in Srebrenica terecht,
de gevluchte moslims uit Srebrenica in llijas.
De complottheorieén buitelen over elkaar
heen: was er naast de miskleun van de VN
ook nog een smerig spel binnen de Bosni-
sche politiek gaande? Heeft de moslimpresi-
dent lzetbegovic Naser onder druk gezet?
Heeft Oric, door niet terug te keren naar Sre-
brenica, de bescherming van lzetbegovic'
tegen het oorlogstribunaal gekregen? Com-
mandant Hakija Meholjic zegt hierover het
volgende: “Maser weet veel,. Toen ik hem ver-
telde dat hij misschien wel eens iets heeft
gekregen om zijn mond te houden, gaf hij
geen antwoord. Hij lachte alleen.”

We lopen nog eens door de stad, op zoek
naar een levensteken van Oric. Precies op de
dag dat het populaire Bosnische magazine
Dani een artikel brengt waarin Naser Oric in
verband wordt gebracht met cocainehandel,
parkeren we in Tuzla onze aute naast een
donkergroene Cherokeejeep, kenteken 11-
M-008. Daarin zit Naser Oric, duidelijk her-
kenbaar aan zijn kortgeknipte stekels, Mudja-
hedin-snor en -baardje. Even is er oogcontact,
twee donkere ogen blikken in onze richting.
Dan spurt de jeep de parkeerplaals af en ver-
dwijnt in de verkeerschaos van Tuzla e

De Servische aanklager Darko Trifunovic beweert tegenover ons dat hij een deel van
het video-archief naar het Joegoslavié-tribunaal in Den Haag heeft gestuurd.
Persofficier Paul Risley van het corlogstribunaal reageert: "Ik ken helemaal geen Dar-
ko Trifunovic. Het oorlogstribunaal is wel op de hoogte van de verhalen die over Oric
gaan. Naser Oric was een oorlogsgod, zijn soldaten waren geen professionele militai-
ren, ze kwamen uit de underground, Naser Oric staat niet op de openbare lijst van
gezochte oorlogscriminelen, maar er bestaat ook nog een geheime lijst. Hij kan op de
geheime lijst staan, maar dat hoeft niet, Ik twijfel er niet aan dat onze mensen momen-
teel uitzoeken wat hij precies heeft gedaan.

Ik geloof zeker dat alle partijen schuldig zijn aan oorlogswand ind i
het schandalig dat jullie je focussen op mensen als Nager Oric?fien' mesrioch vind e

Naser Oric diende. Hakija Meholjic: ‘In sep-
tember 1993 werden wij met helikopters, op
gezag van president lzetbegovic, van Srebre-
nica naar Sarajevo gebracht. Oric wilde niet
mee. Toen wij in het hotel Holyday Inn arri-
veerden, vroeg lzetbegovic ons meteen wat
wij vonden van de ruil van Srebrenica voor
een Servische buitenwijk van Sarajevo. Na
een moment van stilte antwoordde ik: “Als
dit een gedane zaak is, had u ons niet moe-
len vitnodigen.” We hebben geweigerd.’ Ook
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DELOZ STERSE DIA-MAN 'SREBRENICA'

Het westerse journaille, dat zich met de grootst mogelijke
gretigheid te buiten blijft gaan aan misleiding inzake Sre-
brenica, het kangaroo court in de Den Haag en alle andere
westerse krachten die een niet aflatende hetze voeren tegen
rServié’ en/of ’‘de Serviérs’, moeten nou eindelijk eens

BOTER BIJ DE VIS leveren:

1. Zijn de ‘arme, onschuldige mannelijke moslim-vluchte-
lingen ’ van Srebrenica nu voor het merendeel door Dutch-
bat uitgeleverd aan ’hun Servische slachters’ of niet ?
Of waren ze er voor het merendeel al zelf tussenuit
gepiept voordat de enclave viel ?

Als ze er voor het grootste gedeelte al zelf tussenuit
gepiept waren, kunnen ze dus ook niet door Dutchbat zijn
uitgeleverd’. En vormen alle verhalen over de schuld van
Dutchbat alleen maar &én grote eindeloos voortgaande
mediamieke massa-hysterie.Welke journalist maakt daar dan
nu eens een eind aan en durft die waan te doorbreken ?

Doorgaans wordt immers, al naar het het journaille uit-
komt, de indruk gewekt dat Dutchbat zo ongeveer de com-
plete mannelijke bevolking zou hebben ‘uitgeleverd aan
hun Servische beulen’, die vervolgens na ’‘hun uitleve-
ring’ over de kling zou zijn gejaagd. Zodat Dutchbat
mede- verantwoordelijk zou zijn voor ‘de genocide op 6
tot 8.000 onschuldige moslims’. Incidenteel echter, als
de feiten gaan nijpen, komt men - met hetzelfde gemak -
met een totaal andere lezing. Dan wordt plots verkondigd
dat er nog maar zo’n 600 moslim-mannen in de enclave
waren achtergebleven toen deze viel. Zodat er dus nooit
meer dan 600 door Dutchbat ‘uitgeleverd’ kunnen zijn aan
rhun Servische beulen’. Bijgevolg kunnen er dan nooit
meer dan 600 mannen met bussen zijn afgevoerd en vervol-
gens het slachtoffer zijn geworden van deze ’uitleve-
ring’.

Beide lezingen kunnen natuurlijk niet tegelijkertijd waar
zijn !

Wil de ware lezing omtrent deze aantallen nu eindeli jke
eens vanuit de de media-burelen zijn opstanding beleven ?
Het maakt namelijk nogal verschil of er, toen de enclave
viel, maar ongeveer 600 mannen achtergebleven waren die
vervolgens vermoord konden worden, na ’'het verraad van
Dutchbat’, of dat het 6 tot 8.000 mannen waren. Deze
uitleg voor de media-vertegenwoordigers, die met moeite
de MAVO hebben doorlopen (alleen al in Nederland tussen
de 600 en 6 tot 8.000 naar schatting).

2. Als degenen die een voortdurende media-oorlog voeren

tegen ’Servié’ en ’de Serviérs’ dan eindeliijk eens boter
bij de vis hebben gegeven en voor de draad zijn gekomen




met de waarheid op dit punt, namelijk dat inderdaad maar
een zeer gering deel van de mannelijke bevolking in de
enclave was achtergebleven totdat deze viel, dan wordt
het automatisch hoog tijd voor een tweede punt voor boter
bij de vis: waar komen dan die verhalen over die duizen-
den vermoorde moslim—-mannen vandaan ?

Die zijn dan niet in de enclave opgepakt. (Als ze er niet
waren, konden ze ook niet door Dutchbat zijn uitgeselec-
teerd, met bussen afgevoerd, etc. - dit ter verduidelij-
king voor de media-werkers met minder dan MULO-niveau
(een percentage waarmee terdege rekening moet worden
gehouden) -. Misschien ook iets voor het Joegoslavié-
Tribunaal ter overdenking (als het van de Verenigde
Staten mag) ?

Zouden er inderdaad ‘duizenden moslim-mannen’ zijn ‘ver-
moord’, dan moeten zij dus buiten de enclave zijn opge-—
pakt. Dutchbat kan dat dan onmogelijk worden aangerekend,
want die mannen waren dan op eigen houtje al vertrokken
voordat de enclave viel.

VRAGEN

Dit doet dan, voor de objectieve waarnemer met meer dan Mulo,
natuurlijk automatisch een aantal vragen rijzen.
Zoals daar onder anderen zijn:

a. waren de duizenden moslim-mannen die wegtrokken,
gewapend ?

b. zo ja, hoeveel waren er van hen gewapend ?

c. vonden er gewapende confrontaties plaats tussen
hen en de Bosnisch-Servische legereenheden ?

c. zo ja, wat was de aard en intensiteit van deze
gewapende confrontaties ?

Vaststaande feiten zijn in dit verband, hoewel je er - anders
dan over ‘de Servische moordzucht’- niet dagelijks over in de
kranten zult lezen, of bij het kangaroo court in Den Haag niet
dagelijks van zult vernemen, dat:

TIJD

I. er, voordat de enclave werd opgerold, duizenden mannen
behorend tot para-militaire milities en tot het geregelde
Bosnische leger vanuit Srebrenica opereerden;

II. in ieder geval enkele duizenden van hen erin slaagden
om zich, al vechtend, een weg te banen naar voor hen
veilige gebieden, toen de enclave was gevallen. Alwaar
hun aankomst is bevestigd en gerapporteerd.

VOOR EEN AANTAIL CONCLUSIES:

- Die moslim-mannen, die gesneuveld zijn tijdens deze
gevechten, zijn gesneuveld, niet vermoord. Als hun lijken
worden aangetroffen, kunnen ze dus niet triomfanteliijk
worden ingelijfd als ’‘door de Serviérs wreed vermoorde
burgers’, zo leert het oorlogsrecht.

- Die m?slim-mannen, die gewapend waren toen ze vanuit
Srebrenica op de loop gingen, kunnen onmogeliijk als

‘onschuldige burgers’ worden bijgezet, zo leert wederom
het oorlogsrecht.




- Datzelfde geldt ook voor ongewapende mannen, die zich
bij dergelijke gewapende eenheden aansloten, zo leert
opnieuw het oorlogsrecht. Voor zover dergelijke ongewa-
penden bij de gevechtshandelingen gesneuveld zijn, kunnen
ze niet als ‘vermoord’ worden ingelijst, zo luidt het
ocorlogsrecht.

— Voorzover zij met militaire overkill door Bosnisch-
Servische eenheden zijn vernietigd, is er van die zijde
sprake geweest van disproportionaliteit van geweld. Dat
is een oorlogsmisdrijf, maar van een andere orde dan
waarvan ‘de Serviérs’ hier worden beschuldigd. Uitgezocht
zou moeten worden in hoeverre eventueel disproportioneel
oorlogsgeweld van de kant van het Bosnisch—-Servische
leger is toegepast. Maar dat is een ander onderzoek dan
de westerse inquisitie - en het Joegoslavié Tribunaal als
anti-Servische grootinquisiteur - voor ogen hebben.

- Degenen bij de gewapende colonnes, gewapenden en onge-
wapenden, die door de Bosnisch—-Servische legereenheden
gevangen genomen werden of zich overgaven, konden recht
doen gelden op een behandeling als krijgsgevangene of een
daarmee overeenstemmende behandeling. Ook als zij zich
eerder schuldig gemaakt zouden hebben aan de meest grote
wreedheden tegen de Servische bevolking, tijdens plunder-
en strooptochten vanuit Srebrenica. Voor zover een aantal
van hen die eventueel niet heeft gekregen en/of eventueel
bij gevangenneming of gevangenhouding is mishandeld of
zelfs vermoord, vormde dit een oorlogsmisdrijf. Nader
onderzoek zou nodig zijn, in hoeverre hiervan sprake zou
zijn geweest. Maar ‘het onderzoek’ dat momenteel in de
media en bij het kangaroo court in Den Haag plaatsvindt,
heeft een totaal andere inzet en heel andere vertrekpun—
ten. Namelijk pure ’pure Servische moordzucht’ op 'on-
schuldige moslim-burgers’. Die ‘genocide’ op de ‘arme
vluchtelingen in Srebrenica’ staat daarbij op voorhand al
vast. Wat zich in dit verband werkelijk heeft afgespeeld,
interesseert de inquisitoren geen laars.

3. Een derde punt waarover de westerse media nu eindeliijk
eens boter bij de vis zouden moeten geven, is antwoord op
het complex van vragen dat als volgt is onder te verde-
len:
a. Hoe zat het nou met de voorgeschiedenis van Srebrenica
als ’‘safe haven’ ? Het sprookje dat daar uitsluitend
ronschuldig vluchtelingen’ zaten, kennen we nou zo zacht-
jesaan wel.
b. Hoeveel Servische burgers zijn er in de wijde omgeving
van Srebrenica vanuit deze stad onder de valse vlag van
‘safe haven’ door moslim-milities en eenheden van het
geregelde Bosnische leger vermoord ?
c. Als dat aantal in de duizenden zou lopen, hoe verkla-
ren de westerse media-vertegenwoordigers en het kangaroo
court in Den Haag dan dat ze het verdommen om daarvoor
EOkﬁmﬁaE e?z grzintje aandacht te hebben ?

- Wat hee et kangaroo court in Den Ha
het hierover van Bosnisch-Servische zijdeagaigz§Z§2iemEt
bewijsmateriaal gedaan ? De achterkant van deze stapels

papier benut om daar i- :
drukken 2 anti-Servische aanklachten op te



e. Waarom kwam er niks terecht van de demilitarisering
van Srebrenica, zoals toch de eis van de VN luidde ?

En wie is er verantwoordelijk voor dat daar niks van
terecht kwam ?

d. Hoe zit het met de verhalen dat Dutchbat zelfs joviaal
optrok met hoge militairen van het geregelde Bosnische
leger in Srebrenica en vanuit Srebrenica opererende
paramilitaire bendes geen strobreed in de weg legde ?
Was het dan wellicht toch wat anders dan een ’‘Groot-Ser-
vié’ of alleen ‘pure Servische moordzucht’, dat Mladic
ertoe dreef om dit rovershol uiteindelijk uit te schake-
len ?

f. Hoe is het verklaarbaar dat de westerse media eerst
omtrent dit alles nog wel eens wat vragen durfden op te
werpen, maar uiteindelijk allemaal kozen voor een collec-
tieve stijve nek vanwege het krampachtig één kant op
blijven kijken ? Is er een rationele verklaring voor deze
voortgaande zelfdebilisering ?

Zo schreef Hervormd Nederland:

"Hoe meer feiten er boven water komen over de nood-
lottige ondergang van het ‘veilige gebied’ Srebreni-
ca, hoe lastiger het wordt de schuld bij één partij
te leggen. De journalisten Sijs en Westerman, die
eerder een boek schreven over de verovering van de
moslim-enclave, hebben nu een document in handen
gekregen, waaruit blijkt dat dat de Boschnische
regering voor een groot deel zelf de hand heeft
gehad in het debldche. Vanuit Srebrenica moesten
gewapende burgers Servische stellingen bij de hoofd-
stad Sarajevo in de rug aanvallen. Dat er plunder-
tochten waren geweest, was wel bekend, maar niet dat
die door hogerhand werden geregisseerd. De Bosnische
regering heeft dus doelbewust de neutrale positie
van Srebrenica ondergraven en de verovering door de
Serviérs uitgelokt, luidt de nieuwe verklaring."

Maar dat was op 10 mei 1995 dat Hervormd Nederland dit
schreef, dus een eeuwigheid geleden.

vVandaag de dag hebben de media zich zodanig gedisciplineerd,
dat dergelijke ’ingewikkeldheden’ bij niemand in media-land
zelfs meer opkomen. Een zalige simpelheid heeft zich in plaats
daarvan hecht onder de nieuwe geesteszieken van de media
genesteld.

Een kind kan voortaan de was doen: het zijn die verdomde
Serviérs, die het allemaal gedaan hebben. De rest is bullshit,
daar hoeven we ons niet mee bezig te houden. Ziedaar de ultie-
me simplificatie van een op zichzelf al eenvoudig beroep. Men
neme een pen op en schrijft. Of een microfoon op en leutert.
En als je dan ook nog de baas bent over de ’‘gepluriformiseerde
en gedemocratiseerde vrije media’ dan hebt je de inhoud van
deze schrijfels en leuterpraat in een hechte greep nog ook. De
waarheid en de werkelijkheid zijn dan wat er als waarheid én
werkelijkheid wordt ingestopt. Want wat er wordt ingestopt
komt er ook uit, zo luidt een in media-land dagelijks toege-
paste variant op een gezegde van Cruijff. =

mr. N.M.P. Steijnen



